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Even  so,  there  be  virtues  yet  unknown  in  the  wasted  foliage  of  the  elm, 
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And  the  pansy  and  bright  geranium  live  not  alone  for  beauty, 

Nor  the  sculptured  crest  of  the  fir,  unseen  but  by  the  stars  5 

And  the  meanest  weed  of  the  garden  serveth  unto  many  uses. — Prov.  Philosophy. 
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PREFACE. 


The  manner  in  which  this  Hittell  Boke'*  presents  its  pe- 
tition for  naturalization  in  the  Republic  of  Letters,  is  after 
thiswise. 

A  few  gentlemen,  to  whose  pecuniary  and  personal  ser- 
vices the  Horticultural  Society  is  already  much  indebted, 
having  kindly  volunteered  to  defray  the  expenses  of  publica- 
tion, in  so  far  as  they  should  fail  to  be  met  by  the  sales  of 
the  work,  and  the  officers  of  the  Society  approving  of  the 
measure,  I  was  induced  to  undertake  the  labor  of  preparing 
these  pages  for  the  press. 

Criticism,  before  putting  on  his  spectacles,  will  notice — to 
be  sure  he  will ! — that  the  covers  which  enclose  my  little 
history  are  almost  upon  the  point  of  collision  ;  but  I  am 
cheered  by  some  scanty  hope,  that  the  horticultural  readers 
of  the  county  'and  the  regions  round  about,'  will  put  them 
wide  apart,  for  sufficient  time  at  least,  to  enable  them  to  ex- 
amine into  the  matter  between  these  two  very  respectable 
functionaries  of  this  publication. 

The  Horticultural  Association,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind, 
is  still  but  a  nursery  plant,  and  these  few  leaves  can  give 
only  a  faint  idea  of  what  its  foliage,  flowers,  and  ripened 
fruits  may  be  in  the  years  to  come. 

It  has  been  my  aim  to  present  to  the  members  of  the  So- 
ciety and  to  the  public — particularly  the  recruitable  portion 
of  the  public — such  information  in  regard  to  the  Association, 
as  I  trust  may  prove  interesting  to  them, — such  Abstracts 

*  '  Little  Book' — Madrigals  of  Anciente  Mynstrelsie. 


6 


PREFACE. 


from  the  Reports,  as  seemed  to  me  the  most  deserving  of  a 
second  perusal, — such  references  to  Newspaper  files,  contain- 
ing the  Reports  at  length,  as  will  enable  a  person  of  tolerable 
industry  to  ferret  them  out, — and  such  other  matters,  as  will 
be  found  herein. 

This  is  the  first  little  volume — if  indeed  it  merits  its  title 
— of  the  "  Transactions  of  the  Worcester  County  Horti- 
cultural Society."  May  the  series  of  these  publications 
never  end,  until  New  England's  1  deserts  shall  rejoice  and 
blossom  like  the  rose.'  And,  as  this  is  the  season  of  the  year 
for  wishing,  the  reader  will  permit  me  the  utterance  of  an- 
other:— "It  is  natural  for  man  to  indulge  in  the  illusions  of 
hope — the  wildest  dream  of  mine  is,  that  this  Compilation 
may  prove  as  profitable  reading  to  the  purchaser  as  it  has 
been  unprofitable  writing  to  myself. 

I  crave  the  indulgence  of  the  Society,  I  seek  shelter  under 
the  widest  mantle  of  the  Public's  charity,  for  the  omissions, 
and  the  other  imperfections,  of  this  my  first  little  attempt  in 
the  wondrous  art  of  Bookmaking.  The  sources  of  informa- 
tion have  not  been  easily  accessible.  Tradition's  voice  was 
sometimes  lost,  in  the  distance ;  the  Records  of  the  Society 
were,  in  more  than  one  instance,  dumb;  and  loquacious  files 
of  Newspapers  talked  much  of  other  things. 

Such  as  I  have  been  able  to  make  it,  my  manuscript  pass- 
es into  the  printer's  hands.  Should  its  publication,  in  any 
small  degree,  subserve  the  interests  of  a  Society,  to  whose 
operations  I  am  indebted  for  much  valuable  information,  I 
shall  indeed  feel  that  I  have  done  the  republic  of  Horticul- 
ture some  service. 

I  ought  not  to  proceed  further  in  my  little  work,  without 
acknowledging  my  obligations  to  Col.  Isaac  Davis,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society,  for  valuable  advice  and  information,  and 
particularly  for  the  loan  of  his  splendid  volumes  of  the 
'Transactions  of  the  Horticultural  Society  of  Lon- 
don.'*   My  acknowledgments  are  also  due  to  the  other  offi- 

*We,  here  in  our  little  gardens,  have  scarcely  an  idea  of  the  magnitude  and 
extent  of  the  operations  of  this  Association.    Numbering  among  its  ranks  the 
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cers  of  the  Society,  for  kind  assistance ;  also  to  the  publish- 
ers of  the  National  JEgis  and  of  the  Massachusetts  Spy,  for 
politely  tendering  me  the  use  of  their  files. 

GEORGE  JAQUES. 
Worcester,  Mass.,  January  1st,  1847. 


PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

Few  similar  Associations  have  accomplished  so  much,  in 
so  brief  a  space  of  time,  for  the  purposes  to  which  they  have 
been  devoted,  as  has  already  been  achieved  by  the  Horticul- 
tural Society  of  Worcester  County,  in  these  the  first  years  of 
its  infancy. 

Setting  out  under  such  happy  auspices,  and  moving  on- 
ward, with  an  emulous  desire  for  mutual  improvement,  with 
a  hearty  willingness  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  its  mem- 
bers, the  Society  has,  within  itself,  an  earnest  full  of  the 
most  flattering  promises  for  the  future. 

*  Tall  oaks  from  little  acorns  grow,' 

says  school-boy  Eloquence,  in  dubious  anticipation  of  his 
own  personal  advancement.  With  somewhat  more  confi- 
dence in  the  fulfilment  of  prophecy,  we  apply  the  prediction 
to  the  prospective  achievements  of  the  Horticultural  Associa- 
tion.   If  the  things  which  have  been,  do  indeed  dimly  shad- 

Nobility  and  Wealth  of  the  kingdom  and  of  other  nations;  holding  intercourse 
with  all  the  civilized  world  by  means  of  its  Corresponding  Members;  and  pub- 
lishing, every  three  or  four  years,  a  quarto  volume  of  its  Transactions,  of  five 
or  six  hundred  pages  in  extent,  gotten  up  in  the  most  elegant  style  of  paper, 
type  and  binding,  and  embellished  with  numerous  splendid  engravings  and 
paintings  ; — to  say  nothing  of  its  extensive  gardens  and  its  magnificent  exhib- 
itions,— it  has  grown  up,  in  the  forty-three  years  of  its  existence,  to  be  an  effi- 
cient member  of  the  State,  and  the  ornament  and  the  pride  of  the  realms  of 
4  Merrie  England.' 


s 
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ow  forth  the  things  whicji  are  to  be,  then,  truly,  the  time 
cannot  be  far  distant  when  the  number  and  zeal  of  its  mem- 
bers, the  frequency  and  splendor  of  its  exhibitions,  and  the 
amount  of  interesting  and  useful  information  collected  and 
disseminated  by  its  publications,  will  enable  the  "  Worces- 
ter County  Horticultural  Society"  to  dispute  the  palm 
of  supremacy  with  any  and  every  other  similar  association, 
on  this  side  the  Atlantic. 

When  that  time  shall  have  arrived,  it  will — we  trust — be 
more  clearly  than  now  manifest,  that  the  moral  and  social  in- 
fluences exerted  by  the  Society,  are  not  among  the  least  im- 
portant sources  of  its  usefulness. 

Assuming  for  our  text,  that  this  Society  is  one  of  the  most 
useful  institutions,  in  the  Commonwealth,  we  only  want 
room  here,  to  convince  our  readers  that  it  is  so.  The  utility 
of  such  an  Association  wears  a  various  aspect.  It  is  specu- 
lative and  practical,  direct  and  indirect,  near  and  remote. 
Our  limits  forbid  us  to  do  any  justice  to  this  part  of  our 
subject. 

We  may  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  the  general  advan- 
tages of  the  Society  ;  and  the  language  of  a  distinguished 
President  of  the  Horticultural  Society  of  London, — speaking 
of  the  '  objects  which  (that)  Society  have  in  View1 — will  serve 
our  purpose  better  than  our  own. 

"  The  establishment  of  a  National  Society,"  says  he, — 
(and  of  our  County  Society,  say  we) — "for  the  improve- 
ment of  Horticulture  has  long  been  wanted ;  and  if  such  an 
institution  meet  with  a  degree  of  support  proportionate  to  the 
importance  of  its  object:  if  it  proceed  with  cautious  circum- 
spection to  publish  well  ascertained  facts  only,  to  detect  the  ■ 
errors  of  ignorance  and  to  expose  the  misrepresentations  of 
fraud ;  the  advantages  which  the  public  may  ultimately  de- 
rive from  the  establishment  will  probably  exceed  the  most 
sanguine  hopes  of  its  founders." 

A  few  words,  too,  must  suffice  for  what  might  be  said  in 
regard  to  the  moral  influence  of  the  Society.  We  quote  from 
Anthony  Carlisle,  Esq.,  of  the  London  Horticultural  Society, 
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— the  ideas  are  beautiful,  and  although,  undivested  of  their 
aristocratic  robes,  they  come  readily  to  our  aid : — 

"The  weighty  cares,  the  deep  anxieties,  and  the  torment- 
ing ambition  of  the  great,  may  be  occasionally  soothed,  by 
the  innocent  delights  of  flowers,  whilst,  with  just  pretension, 
the  humble  laborer  and  the  artizan  may  be  virtuously  in- 
dulged, at  little  cost,  with  the  fresh  healthful  fragrance,  the 
pure  beauties,  and  the  peaceful  tranquillity  of  an  ornamented 
garden.  To  both  descriptions  of  persons  the  moral  effects 
are  salutary." 

The  institution  nearest  allied  to  the  Horticultural  Associa- 
tion, is  the  Agricultural  Society  of  the  County.  But  the  re- 
lationship of  the  latter  towards  the  former  'as  far  as  respects 
vegetation,  is  upon  a  large  and  gross  scale  ;  governed  by  eco- 
nomical views,  and  adapted  wholly  to  the  first  necessities  of 
mankind.' 

Agriculture  and  Horticulture  afford  one  another  reciprocal 
help.  "A  tacit  co-operation  may  take  place,  between  them, 
with  great  advantage  to  both.  Both  are  employed  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil  and  eliciting  the  gifts  of  the  earth :  if 
the  one  is  honored,  the  other  must  also  lay  some  claim  to 
regard." 

We  cherish  the  hope,  therefore,  that  these  two  Associations 
of  the  county,  will  continue  to  dwell  in  amity  together ;  the 
elder  lending  a  helping  hand  to  her  young  and  more  delicate 
sister,  and  both  making  common  joy  over  the  good  results  of 
their  labors. 

To  all  similar  Associations,  throughout  the  State  and  the 
country,  we  extend  the  cordial  hand  of  friendship.  Rejoic- 
ing in  each  other's  prosperity,  let  us  continue  to  labor  together, 
for  the  common  improvement  of  the  noblest  of  the  ennobling 
Arts  of  Peace. 

We  advance  to  more  general  views  and  to  more  remote  re- 
sults. Says  a  modern  writer, — and  the  ideas  look  prettier  ar- 
rayed in  his  own  language — 

1  Je  voudrais  echauffer  tout  Punivers  de  mon  gout  pour  les 
jardins.    II  me  semble  qu'il  est  impossible  qu'un  mechant 
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puisse  l'avvir.  II  n'est  point  de  vertus  que  je  ne  suppose  a 
celui  que  aime  a  purler  et  a  faire  des  jardins.  Peres  de  fam- 
ilie,  inspirez  la  jardinomarrie  a  vos  enfans.' 

Prince  de  Ligne. 

£  /  could  wish  to  infuse  into  all  the  world  my  taste  for  gar- 
dens? — and  what  a  world  indeed!  were  every  one  of  its  in- 
habitants enkindled  with  this  enthusiasm !  How  soon  would 
War  wash  his  red  right  hand,  and  beat  his  ruthless  swords 
and  spears  into  the  peace-loving  implements  of  husbandry ! 
How  soon  would  Intemperance,  than  whom  no  more  horrid 
monster  ever  escaped  the  Stygian  gulf,  dash  to  the  ground 
his  cup  of  ruin,  and  satiate  his  appetite  with  those  delicious 
fruits,  which  the  earth  would  gladly  provide  for  all  her  com- 
mon children !  Sectarian  Intolerance,  learning  from  the  in- 
structions of  Nature,  what  she  has  failed  to  read  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Revelation,  would  cease  from  her  persecutions ; 
Tyranny  would  forget  to  oppress ;  and  Slavery  would  leap 
to  her  feet  untrammelled  and  free  ! 

'  It  seems  to  me  impossible  that  a  bad  man  should  possess 
it?  And  these  words,  too,  how  truthfully  do  they  find  an 
echo  in  our  hearts  ! 

The  noble  Shakspeare  might  have  used  more  noble  speech, 
— Why  did  he  not  say  ? 

'  The  man  who  has  no  love  for  fruits  and  flowers, 
No  sympathy  with  Nature's  varied  scenes, 
Is  fit  for  treasons,  stratagems  and  spoils.' — 

The  world  has  yet  to  stare  at  her  strangest  anomaly, — a 
disturber  of  the  midnight's  repose,  giving  himself  up,  through 
the  day,  to  the  quiet  fascinations  of  Horticulture ! 

1  Fathers  of  families,  inspire  your  children  with  an  enthu- 
siastic love  for  gardening /'  Infuse  into  their  young  minds 
a  fondness  for  cultivating  trees  and  flowers,  a  taste  for  the 
beauties  of  rural  scenery,  and  a  desire  to  improve  some  little 
nook  of  the  wide  world,  which  may  be,  to  them  and  those 
they  love,  a  sweet  home  of  rational  comforts,  a  paradise  of 
innocent  luxuries. 
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Hinges  of  prison  doors  will  be  eaten  with  rust,  and  Alms- 
houses will  stand  tenantless,  when  these  teachings  shall  have 
exerted  the  fullest  extent  of  their  blessed  influences. 

Volumes  have  been  written — would  they  were  more  exten- 
sively read ! — volumes  might  yet  be  written — would  that  the 
Public  demanded  them  ! — in  praise  of  these  pursuits,  so  con- 
sonant to  our  nature,  so  productive  of  the  sweetest  happi- 
ness ;  so  calculated  to  raise  our  contemplations  to  the  All- 
Good,  and  to  inspire  us  with  reverence  and  awe,  with  won- 
der and  love  for  the  Infinite-Wise. 

Thousands  of  quotations  from  writings  to  which  the  world 
owes  her  civilization,  might  be  crowded  into  these  pages- 
one  alone  shall  suffice  :  let  it  be  read  with  reverence,  for  the 
pen  of  the  immortal  Washington  once  wrote  it  down :— - 

"  The  task  of  making  improvement  on  the  earth,  is  much 
more  delightful  to  an  undebauched  mind,  than  all  the  vain 
glory  which  can  be  acquired  from  ravaging  it  by  the  most 
uninterrupted  career  of  conquest." 

It  is  truth,  truth — and  the  Universe  was  framed  to  cor- 
roborate it — that  of  all  employments,  none  is  better  than  the 
Culture  of  the  Earth,  none  more  independent,  none  more 
pleasant,  none  more  worthy  the  dignity  of  Man ! 

Insignificant  as  this  little  work  may  appear  to  you,  kind 
reader,  whoever  you  are — still  it  has  humble  claims  to  stand, 
like  a  diminutive  shrub,  among  the  land-mark  trees  on  the 
confines  of  the  Past  and  the  Future. 

The  Past — the  iron  age  of  New  England — is  gone, — gone 
with  its  hardy  virtues,  its  gloomy,  stern  intolerance, — gone 
with  the  last  shrill  echo  of  the  war-whoop,  with  the  last  low 
groan  of  Persecution's  victim ; — gone  with  the  blessed  voice 
that  proclaimed  the  universal  freedom  and  equality  of  man, 
— gone  with  the  Patriotism  that  recorded  her  march,  in  fro- 
zen blood  from  the  unshod  feet  of  a  famishing  army. 

But  the  bright  Future — the  golden-era  of  the  Land  of  the 
Pilgrims — is  just  beginning  to  dawn.  Her  improved  facil- 
ities of  intercourse,  through  the  mighty  agency  of  steam  ■ 
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her  immense  accumulated  wealth,  and  its  yearly  accessions 
from  the  industry  of  her  sons ; — her  former  luxuries  of  her 
rich,  now  claimed-as  necessaries  by  her  poor; — her  thousand 
sources  of  literary  and  scientific  information,  accessible  to 
the  humblest  of  her  children ; — her  '  Freedom  to  worship 
God,'  just  now  tardily  sprung  up  from  seeds,  whose  first 
stony-ground  sowings  withered  away  upon  the  Plymouth 
Rock  : — all  these  are  but  the  harbingers  of  a  better  future. 
Nor  these  alone,  but  more  than  all  these — abroad,  through 
the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  her  land,  an  increasing  in- 
terest is  manifesting  itself  in  the  culture  of  gardens  and  of 
fields ;  and  Rural  Taste  is,  here  and  there,  erecting  her  mon- 
uments of  improvement,  just  often  enough  to  make  us  wish 
to  meet  them,  a  thousand  times  more  frequently. 

These  indications  of  human  progress  come,  with  cheering 
influences,  to  the  heart  of  every  philanthropist  and  every 
honest  man.  For  there  can  be  no  surer  evidences  of  the 
prosperity,  the  intelligence,  the  virtue,  the  taste  and  the  re- 
finement of  a  community,  than  the  voice  which  speaks  from 
highly-cultivated  farms,  and  the  sweet  song  which  Horti- 
culture sings,  amid  her  fruits  and  flowers. 

So  full  of  truth  is  the  assertion,  that  it  will  pass  with  the 
currency  of  a  proverb  :  Show  me  the  Agriculture  of  a  coun- 
try and  you  show  me  what  the  people  are.  For  the  true  his- 
tory of  a  nation's  advancement  is  recorded,  not  in  feats  of 
arms  and  deeds  of  chivalry,  but  on  her  fields  furrowed  by 
the  peaceful  plough,  on  her  green  hill-sides  covered  with 
grazing  herds,  in  the  waving  of  her  golden  grain  at  harvest- 
home,  in  the  curling  smoke  that  rises,  like  grateful  incense, 
up  to  heaven,  from  her  thousand  happy  rural  firesides.  Of 
all  these  teachings  Horticulture  is  but  an  abridged  version, 
decked  with  the  charms  of  poesy.  Horticulture  is  indeed  the 
poetry  of  rural  life,  and  the  averment  casts  a  deep  shadow 
of  truth,  that  the  more  one  reads  her  flowery  rhymes,  the 
more  will  his  heart  grow  in  the  love  and  the  practice  of  ev- 
ery virtue. 

Let  no  man  despise  these  things,  for  whatever  disposes  the 
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public  mind  to  respect  and  to  love  these  peaceful  pursuits, 
will  hasten  the  fulfilment  of  a  noble  prediction : 

1  It     comin'  yet,  for  a'  that, 
That  man  to  man,  the  warld  o'er, 
Shall  brothers  be  for  a'  that.' 


t    ORIGIN  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

The  general  history  of  the  origin  and  early  progress  of  the 
Horticultural  Society  of  London — 'sic  parvis  componere 
magna'* — is  so  exactly  descriptive  of  the  first  beginnings  and 
childhood  efforts  of  our  Society,  that,  by  a  sort  of  literary 
parsimony,  very  becoming  in  the  present  writer,  expressions 
pilfered  therefrom,  will  afford  quite  an  economical  substitute 
for  our  own  homely  phrase. 

"The  Horticultural  Society  of  London" — the  Horti- 
cultural Society  of  Worcester  County  too-f — "cannot  but  con- 
template with  satisfaction  the  progressive  advancement  of 
their  institution.  Being  founded,  originally,J  by  a  few  pri- 
vate individuals,  it  has,  by  degrees,  acquired  the  character  of 
a  public  establishment,  which  is  likely  to  do  some  service  to 
the  country.  Much  credit  is  due  to  those  persons,  who,  in 
its  early  period,  supported  and  cherished  it  j  and  no  less  to 
others,  who,  in  its  progress,  contributed,  by  their  exertions, 
to  the  attainment  of  that  flourishing  condition,  in  which  we 
now  find  it,  and  which  is  at  once  gratifying,  for  the  present, 
and  encouraging  for  the  future. 

The  Society  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  emerged  from  its 

*  To  compare  great  things  with  small.  Virgil. 
t  The  Small  Capitals  and  Italics  are  ours. 

t  The  London  Society  was  founded  in  1804 ;  Chartered  in  1809. 
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infancy ;  yet  it  already  displays  a  degree  of  vigor,  which  is 
not  only  calculated  to  render  its  present  labors  beneficial,  but 
holds  out  the  most  flattering  hopes  of  what  it  may  accomplish 
hereafter.  The  approbation  which  it  enjoys  from  the  public, 
may  be  seen  in  the  remarkable  increase  of  its  Members,  es- 
pecially for  the  last  two  years :  among  whom  persons  of  the 
highest  rank*  have  been  elected.'7 

Who  will  read  the  above,  and  not  indulge  a  hope,  unfrown- 
ed  upon  by  reason,  that  our  little  Society,  which  has  thus  far 
so  bravely  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  the  great  Association 
of  London,  may,  like  our  other  institutions,  continue  to 
flourish,  and  grow  up,  in  proud  rivalship  of  those  of  our 
Fatherland  ? 

The  preliminary  movements  which  resulted  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  "  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society,"  were 
made  early  in  the  Autumn  of  1840. 

Several  gentlemen,  desirous  of  forming  a  Society,  for  the 
purposes  of  mutual  improvement  in  the  theoretical  and  prac- 
tical branches  of  Horticulture,  held  a  meeting,  in  Worcester, 
on  the  19th  of  September,  of  that  year,  and  made  their  first 
organization  by  the  choice  of  the  following  officers : 

President ,  Dr.  John  Green. 

Vice  P residents i  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  Stephen  Sal- 
isbury. 

Recording  Secretaries,  Benjamin  Hey  Wood,  L.  L.  New- 
ton, J.  C.  B.  Davis. 

Corresponding  Secretaries,  William  Lincoln,!  Dr.  Joseph 
Sargent. 

Trustees,  Dr.  John  Park,  Isaac  Davis,  E.  F.  Dixie,  S.  D. 
Spurr,  Thomas  Chamberlin,  Nathaniel  Stowe,  A.  D.  Foster, 
Lewis  Chapin,  J.  G.  Kendall,  Emory  Washburn. 

Committees  were  also  appointed,  at  this  meeting,  to  make 
arrangements  for  holding  an  Exhibition  of  Fruits,  Flowers, 

*  Such  are  all  American  horticulturists,  in  Nature's  Book  of  Heraldry. 

t  This  gentleman  was  ever  foremost  among  the  foremost,  in  every  good 
work  for  the  advancement  of  the  true  interests  not  only  of  the  Agricultural 
but  also  of  the  Horticultural  Society.  His  name  deserves  a  long  and  grateful 
remembrance. 
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Vegetables,  and  Paintings,  on  the  approaching  day  of  the 
Agricultural  Society's  Annual  Cattle  Show. 

Other  Committees  were  also  chosen,  to  examine  and  re- 
port upon  the  several  Articles  which  might  be  offered  for  ex- 
hibition. 

Subsequently,  an  invitation  was  extended,  through  the 
newspapers  of  the  town,  to  the  public  generally,  to  contrib- 
ute to  the  Exhibition,  the  finest  productions  of  their  gardens 
and  orchards.  The  Corresponding  Secretaries  of  the  Society 
were  also  busy,  in  the  discharge  of  the  appropriate  duties  of 
their  office  ;  and  contributions  from  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  and  from  others,  resid- 
ing without  the  limits  of  the  county,  were  respectfully  so- 
licited. 

The  idea  of  a  Horticultural  Exhibition,  at  a  distance  from 
the  suburbs  of  any  of  the  large  cities,  still  wore  an  aspect  of 
extreme  newness.  Some  gentlemen  deemed  the  thing  utterly 
impracticable  ;  others  looked  upon  it  as  a  hazardous  experi- 
ment, and  were  quite  unable  to  conceal  their  fears,  that  the 
infant  Society  would  not  have  strength  enough,  to  undergo 
the  ceremonies  of  its  christening. 

But  a  few,  blessed  with  more  sanguine  hopes,  were  deter- 
mined, notwithstanding  these  discouragements,  that  the 
plough  to  which  they  had  put  their  hands,  should  make,  at 
least,  one  furrow  round  the  untried  field. 

The  Exhibition  was  opened  on  the  morning  preceding  the 
Cattle  Show,  and  continued  for  two  successive  days.  It 
passed  off,  in  a  manner  highly  satisfactory  to  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  Society,  and  very  creditable  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Worcester  and  the  adjacent  towns. 

The  venerable  Agricultural  Society  cast  one  look  of  jeal- 
ous surprise,  at  this  bold  and  promising  effort  of  her  young 
rival,  and  then  girded  up  her  loins,  with  a  resolute  determin- 
ation not  to  be  overtaken,  much  less  to  be  outstripped,  in 
her  career  of  usefulness,  by  the  u  enfant  prodigue"  just  born 
within  her  territory. 

The  success  of  the  Society  was  now  no  longer  to  be  ques- 
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tioned;  a  large  number  of  gentlemen  (would  that  we  could 
add  and  ladies!)  became  members  of  it ;  and  it,  at  once,  as- 
sumed a  position,  to  which  each  succeeding  year  gives  it  ad- 
ditional claims,  among  the  most  pleasant  and  the  most  useful 
Associations  in  the  Commonwealth. 


II.    CHARTER  OF  INCORPORATION. 

Upon  a  petition  of  the  Society,  the  following  Act  of  Incor- 
poration was  passed  by  the  General  Court,  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1842. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

In  the  year  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two, 
An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural 
Society. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  as  follotos : 

Section  1.  John  Green,  Anthony  Chase,  Frederic  W. 
Paine,  Geo.  W.  Richardson,  their  associates  and  successors 
are  hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Worces- 
ter County  Horticultural  Society,  for  the  purpose  of  advanc- 
ing the  science  and  encouraging  and  improving  the  practice 
of  Horticulture ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  shall  have  all  the 
powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabil- 
ities and  restrictions,  contained  in  the  forty-fourth  Chapter 
of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Section  2.    The  said  Corporation  may,  for  the  purpose 
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aforesaid,  hold  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars,  and  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  two  thousand 
dollars. 

House  of  Representatives,  March  3,  1842. 
Passed  to  be  enacted. 

SAMUEL  H.  WALLEY,  Jr.,  Speaker  pro  tern. 

In  Senate,  March  3,  1842. 

Passed  to  be  enacted. 

JOSIAH  QUINCY,  Jr.,  President. 

March  3,  1842.  Approved. 

JOHN  DAVIS. 


III.  BY-LAWS. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society,  holden  on  the  20th  of  March, 
1841,  William  Lincoln,  Stephen  Salisbury  and  William  N. 
Green,  Esquires,  were  chosen  a  Committee,  to  draft  a  Con- 
stitution and  By-laws  for  the  Society.  At  a  subsequent 
meeting,  on  the  3d  of  July,  of  the  same  year,  this  Committee 
submitted  a  Report  of  the  outlines  of  a  Constitution,  which 
was  accepted.  As  its  features  were  similar  to  those  of  the  By- 
laws, adopted  in  1843,  and  still  in  force,  it  need  not  be  here 
inserted. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society,  holden  on  the  10th  of  May, 
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1843,  the  Committee,  previously  appointed  to  revise  the  Con- 
stitution and  By-laws,  reported  as  follows  : 

BY-LAWS 

OF  THE 

WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 
ART.  I. 

There  shall  be  an  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  to  be 
holden  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  May,  of  each  year. 

ART.  II. 

Any  person  may  become  a  member  on  payment  of  the  sum 
of  one  dollar.*  Honorary  members  may  be  admitted,  by  vote 
of  the  Society  or  of  the  Trustees,  but  shall  not  have  the  right 
to  vote  at  any  business  meeting. 

ART  III. 

The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  three  Vice  Presidents, 
a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Treas- 
urer,— all  of  whom  shall  be  Trustees,  ex  officio, — and  ten 
additional  Trustees.  The  officers  are  to  be  elected  by  bal- 
lot, and  to  hold  their  offices  for  one  year  and  until  others  are 
chosen  in  their  places,  and  to  discharge  the  duties  belonging 
to  such  offices  respectively. 

ART.  IV. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Society  shall  be  called  at  any 
time,  on  the  application  of  five  members  therefor;  and,  at 
all  meetings  of  the  Society,  seven  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  business. 


*At  the  Annual  Meeting,  in  May,  1846,  this  fee  was  raised  to  three  dollars. 
See  Conditions  and  Advantages  of  Membership. 
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ART.  V. 

All  meetings  of  the  Society  shall  be  called  by  giving  not 
less  than  two  weeks'  notice,  in  at  least  one  newspaper,  print- 
ed in  Worcester. 

ART.  VI. 

The  Recording  Secretary  shall  keep  records  of  all  business 
transacted  at  the  meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  the  Trus- 
tees, and  of  the  admission  of  members,  and  call  and  notify 
meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  the  Trustees. 

ART.  VII. 

The  Treasurer  shall,  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the  Soci- 
ety, make  a  report  of  his  receipts  and  expenditures  on  ac- 
count of  the  Society,  and  the  condition  of  its  finances,  and 
exhibit  his  accounts,  and  a  Committee  may,  at  any  meeting 
of  the  Society  or  of  the  Trustees,  be  appointed  to  examine 
and  audit  his  accounts,  and  to  report  thereon. 

ART.  VIII. 

The  Trustees  shall  have  the  general  charge  and  direction 
of  the  affairs  and  business  of  the  Society,  its  funds  and  prop- 
erty, so  far  as  not  otherwise  provided  for  in  the  By-laws  or 
at  the  Society's  meetings;  and  may  appoint  one  or  more  Ex- 
hibitions of  Fruits,  Flowers  and  Vegetables,  on  each  year, 
and  make  all  arrangements  therefor  and  for  conducting  the 
same,  including  the  appointment  of  Committees  ;  and  may 
establish  premiums,  to  be  awarded  to  members  of  the  Soci- 
ety only,  and  provide  for  awarding  the  same;  and  shall  di- 
rect the  disposal  of  all  articles  of  vegetable  growth,  which 
may  be  presented  to  the  Society,  including  the  distribution 
of  seeds,  scions  and  cuttings,  layers  and  roots. 

ART.  IX 

At  all  meetings  of  the  Trustees,  five  shall  constitute  a  quo- 
rum for  the  transaction  of  business,  and  a  meeting  of  the 
Trustees  may,  at  any  time,  be  called,  on  the  application  of 
three  members  of  the  Board. 
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ART.  X. 

The  By-laws  may  be  altered  or  amended,  at  any  meeting 
of  the  Society. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWIN  CONANT,  ) 

F.  W.  PAINE,  V  Committee. 

BENJAMIN  F.  THOMAS,  ) 

The  report  of  this  Committee  was  accepted,  and  the  above 
By-laws  (Constitution?)  still  continue  to  govern  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Society. 


IV.  FINANCES. 

From  the  fees  of  membership,  receipts  for  admission  to  its 
Exhibitions,  sales  of  unreclaimed  fruit,  &c,  and  the  interest 
accruing  from  judicious  investments  of  these,  the  Society  had 
already  accumulated  a  considerable  amount  of  funds,  when, 
by  the  generous  bequest  of  the  late  Hon.  Daniel  Waldo,  an 
accession  of  three  thousand  dollars  was  made  to  its  Treasury. 

It  would  be  ungrateful  to  mention  the  name  of  this  gentle- 
man, without  paying  a  passing  tribute  of  respect  to  his  mem- 
ory. We  would  not  speak,  in  this  connection,  of  his  im- 
mense estate,  so  distributed  over  the  wide  world,  that  the 
sun  of  heaven  might  never  set  upon  the  fruits  of  his  testa- 
mentary beneficence.  But,  if  the  spirits  of  the 'departed  are 
permitted  to  derive  pleasure,  from  a  retrospective  view  of 
their  good  deeds  which  live  after  them,  it  shall  never  repent 
the  deceased,  that  a  comparatively  small  portion  of  his  wealth 
was  bestowed  upon  the  Horticultural  Society  of  the  County 
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of  his  residence.  For  this  Association — let  it  be  here  repeat- 
ed— has  sources  of  usefulness  that  are  not  obvious  to  every 
casual  observer.  There  are  social  and  moral  influences, 
which  it  has  already  exerted,  and  is  destined  far  more  exten- 
sively to  exert ;  these  are  among  the  things  yet  to  be  un- 
derstood and  appreciated. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  on  the  13th  of  May, 
1846,  the  Treasurer  reported,  that  the  entire  Receipts  of  the 
Society  over  and  above  its  Expenditures,  had  amounted  to 
the  sum  of  Four  thousand  and  seventy-five  dollars  and  one 
cent.  If  we  add  to  this  about  eight  months  interest,  and  the 
net  profits  of  the  Society's  annual  Exhibition  in  October 
last,  we  shall  find  that  the  available  funds  of  the  Society,  on 
;the  first  day  of  January,  1847,  were  about  four  thousand 
and  four  hundred  dollars. 


V.  LIBRARY. 

The  Society  have  a  small  but  well  selected  Library,  con- 
sisting of  treatises  upon  subjects  interesting  to  Horticultural 
readers.  Appropriations  from  the  treasury  will,  from  time  to 
time,  be  made  for  the  purchase  of  additional  volumes ;  and, 
doubtless,  the  friends  of  the  Society  will  occasionally  con- 
tribute, to  strengthen  this  arm  of  its  efficiency. 

The  importance  of  the  Library  will  be  obvious  to  any  one, 
who  takes  into  consideration,  among  other  things,  the  fact  that 
there  are  many  Horticultural  works,  which  are  chiefly  valuable 
for  occasional  reference,  but  which  are,  at  the  same  time,  so 
expensive,  that  none  but  the  wealthy  can  feel  justified  in 
purchasing  them.    Such  publications  will  naturally  find  a  place 
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upon  the  shelves  of  the  Society's  Library,  and  thus  the  poorest 
of  its  members  will  have  access  to  much  valuable  information, 
which  it  might  be  somewhat  difficult  to  obtain  elsewhere. 

And  if  it  be  objected  to  the  Library,  as  to  the  whole  oper- 
ations of  the  Society,  that  they  Will  be  far  more  beneficial  to 
the  citizens  of  Worcester  than  to  these  of  the  other  towns  of 
the  county  ;  let  it  also  not  be  lost  sight  of,  that  the  unpaid 
labors  which  the  Association  expects  from  the  hands  of  its 
members,  will  fall,  almost  altogether,  upon  those  resident 
here.  This  same  objection  has  weighed,  with  even  more 
force,  against  the  Agricultural  Society,  for  nearly  thirty 
years, — and  who  can  devise  a  remedy  for  this  evil,  either  for 
them  or  for  us  ? 


VI.    EXHIBITIONS  AND  REPORTS. 

The  names  of  the  Officers,  having  the  management  of  the 
Exhibitions,  etc.,  for  each  year,  will  be  found  under  the  head 
of  1  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Society.1 

With  a  single  exception  only,  the  Society  have  had  but 
one  Exhibition  in  a  year.  This  has  been  held,  at  the  same 
time  with  the  Agricultural  Society's  Cattle  Show  and  Exhibi- 
tion of  Manufactures ; — in  three  or  four  instances,  commenc- 
ing on  the  day  previous  to  that  of  the  "  Farmers'  Annual 
Holiday,"  and  continuing  two  or  three  days  in  succession. 
Latterly,  however,  but  a  single  day  has  been  devoted  to  this 
Annual  Display  of  Fruits  and  Flowers,  and  the  Hall  of  Exhi- 
bition has  been  kept  open,  during  a  portion  of  the  ensuing 
day,  merely  for  the  purposes  of  selling,  at  auction,  such  unre- 
claimed Articles  as  the  friends  of  the  Association  might  be 
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disposed  to  leave  for  the  benefit  of  its  Treasury,  and  to  afford 
opportunity  for  the  withdrawal  of  such  Fruits,  etc.,  as  the 
contributors  should  wish  to  reserve. 

The  following  Rules,  adopted  in  1841,  have  been  observed 
at  the  Exhibitions. 

"  1st.  No  person  will  be  admitted  to  the  Hall  of  the  Soci- 
ety, during  the  preparation  for  the  Exhibition,  except  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  and  persons  in  their 
employment. 

2d.  All  Contributions  of  Flowers,  Fruit  and  Vegetables, 
shall  be  entered  in  a  book,  and  a  card  attached  to  each 
article,  with  the  name  of  the  article  and  of  the  owner,  to 
correspond  with  the  record. 

3d.  Every  contributor  to  the  Exhibition  will  be  expected 
to  leave,  with  the  Secretary,  directions  as  to  the  disposition 
to  be  made  at  the  close  of  the  Exhibition,  of  the  articles 
exhibited  by  him. 

4th.  No  article  shall  be  removed  from  the  Hall,  previous 
to  the  close  of  the  Exhibition,  without  the  consent  of  three 
members  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements. 

5th.  No  persons,  members  of  Committees  or  otherwise, 
will  be  permitted  to  taste  the  Fruits  exhibited  at  the  Fair, 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  their  qualities,  during  the  Exhibi- 
tion. 

6th.  The  Hall  will  be  open  [on  the  day  succeeding  the 
Exhibition]  to  enable  individuals  to  withdraw  all  articles  of 
private  property. 

7th.  All  specimens  of  Flowers  and  Fruits  which  may 
remain  unreclaimed,  or  of  which  no  disposition  has  been 
made  by  the  owner  and  communicated  to  the  Secretary,  shall 
be  sold  at  auction,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of 
Arrangements,  and  the  proceeds  added  to  the  funds  of  the 
Society." 

The  price  of  a  single  Ticket  for  admission  to  the  Exhibi- 
tions, has  usually  been  twelve  and  a  half  cents.  Each  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  has  been  entitled  to  one  ticket. 

It  may  pour  balm  into  some  wounds,  in  certain  quarters — 
wounds  which  Time — that  physician,  so  eminent  for  the 
thorough  course  that  he  pursues  with  his  patients — may  have 
failed  of  healing,  to  acknowledge  the  sinfulness  of  some  of 
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the  Committees,  in  venturing  upon  an  infringemnet  of  the 
above  Rules,  in  so  far,  as  to  procure  the  concurrent  testimony 
of  the  palate,  as  well  as  that  of  the  eye,  in  regard  to  the 
character  of  the  subjects  of  their  examinations.  We  trust  that 
the  increased  utility  of  their  Reports  has  made  ample  atone- 
ment for  this  wickedness. 

So  far  from  censuring  the  Committees  ourseif,  we  marvel, 
rather,  at  their  continency,  in  view  of  the  bewitching  fasci- 
nations by  which  they  have  been  surrounded. 

Nearly  all  the  Reports  of  Committees  upon  Fruits,  Flowers 
and  Vegetables,  have  been  published.  These  will  all  be 
found  in  exienso,  in  the  files  of  the  "  Massachusetts  Spyn  or 
those  of  the  "  National  iEgis."  Some  of  them  are  very  elab- 
orate, occupying  some  four  or  five  closely-printed  columns  of 
those  Journals.  May  they  long  be  preserved,  no  less  as  val- 
uable documents  for  reference,  than  as  evidences  of  the  pub- 
lic spirit  of  those  who  prepared  them  ! 

The  narrow  limits  of  this  little  Compilation,  forbid  us  to 
insert  these  Reports  at  length.  We  must,  therefore,  content 
ourselves  with  such  meagre  extracts  from  each,  as  we  can 
find  room  for,  and  such  references  to  the  above-mentioned 
newspapers,  as  will  enable  any  one  to  turn  to  them  with  ease. 
At  no  very  distant  day,  in  the  more  extended  operations  of 
the  Society,  these  Reports  may  perhaps  be  spread  out,  with 
all  their  minuteness  of  detail,  upon  the  pages  of  the  Society's 
future  publications. 

We  approach  this  part  of  our  work,  with  much  diffidence. 
Gladly  would  we  throw  its  responsibility  upon  the  shoulders 
of  some  neighbor,  whom  we  have  not  been  able  to  love  quite 
so  well  as  we  do  ourselves.  But  as  this  charitable  wish  can- 
not be  gratified,  we  now  lay  down  the  pen  and  grasp  the 
scissors.  We  have  none  but  feelings  of  sincere  friendship 
and  respect  for'  the  gentlemen,  whose  productions  we  are 
now  about  to  dissect,  and  we  should  be  extremely  mortified, 
if  this  part  of  our  labors  should  fail  of  meeting  their  appro^ 
bation. 
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EXHIBITION  OF  1840. 

Report  on  Fruits. 

Published  in  the  National  &gis,  November  18th,  1840. 

"  The  show  of  fruits  in  the  Society's  hall,  was  much  larger 
than  could  have  been  expected  from  the  recent  origin  of  the 
Society,  and  the  necessarily  limited  notice  that  could  be 
given  of  an  intention  to  hold  an  exhibition  this  season." 

Many  of  the  Pears  were  kindly  contributed  by  gentlemen 
of  Dorchester,  Roxbury,  Wartertown,  Brighton,  Salem,  etc. 

"  The  chief  excellence  of  the  show  of  fruits,  so  far  as  this 
county  is  concerned  at  this  time,  may  be  said  to  lie  in  the 

variety  and  excellence  of  its  apples." 

########## 

"The  Committee  perceive  already  one  prolific  source  of 
confusion — the  number  of  different  names  given  to  the  same 
variety  by  various  individuals." 

Succeeding  Committees  have  made  the  same  complaint, 
every  year  ;  though  we  think  there  was  some  improvement,  in 
this  respect,  at  the  last  Exhibition.  Major  Downing  was  en- 
abled to  identify  his  literary  productions  from  among  an  ocean 
of  counterfeits,  by  a  scar  upon  his  left  arm ;  but  Nature  does 
not  seem  desirous  to  imitate  this  splendid  trick  of  Down- 
eastern  cuteness.  The  fruits  therefore  upon  the  Society's 
tables,  have  had  no  scars,  as  yet,  to  mar  their  beauty,  other 
than  such  as  testified  to  the  Committees,  that  they  had  passed 
through  the  deadening  ordeal  of  thumb-and-finger  criticism. 

Some  idea  of  the  progress  of  one  department  of  fruitculture 
in  the  county,  since  this  time,  may  be  formed  from  the  fact, 
that  at  this  exhibition,  11  only  one  sample  of  the  Peach  ivas 
exhibited." 

"Your  Committee,  in  conclusion,  cannot  but  renew  their 
expression  of  satisfaction  at  witnessing  so  fine  a  display  of 
fruits  as  they  have  this  day  seen.    They  feel  much  encour-- 
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agement  and  a  strong  assurance  that  this  good  start  of  the 
Horticulural  Society,  is  the  forerunner  of  many  fine  exhibi- 
tions in  coming  years :  and  that  the  society  is  destined  to  be 

a  very  useful  as  well  as  a  pleasant  institution. 

########## 

WILLIAM  N.  GREEN,  Chairman:1 

This  Report  occupies  over  four  columns  of  the  JEgis,  and 
is  a  very  valuable  account  of  the  Pomology  of  the  County,  at 
the  time  it  was  written. 


Report  on  Garden  Flowers. 

Published  in  the  National  JEgis,  November  25th,  1840. 

########## 

"The  Committee  cannot  forbear  to  express  their  most 
grateful  acknowledgements  to  several  gentlemen  from  Boston 
and  vicinity,  for  kindly  assisting  them  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties." 

########## 

Many  horticultural  gentlemen  from  without  the  limits 
of  the  county,  contributed  choice  specimens  of  flowers  from 
their  gardens  and  green-houses  to  enrich  the  Exhibition. 
The  Committee  acknowledge,  in  behalf  of  the  Society,  their 
indebtedness  to  this  munificent  liberality. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  speaks  well  for  the  Floral 
department  of  the  Exhibition — 

"  All  around,  the  eye  was  delighted — enchanted,  with  the 

gayest,  the  richest,  the  most  magnificent  profusion  of  the 

choicest  specimens  of  Flora's  own  handy  workmanship. 
########*# 
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"  Who  could  behold  such  an  array  of  magnificent  beauty, 
and  not  feel  as  if  transported  to 

'  That  city  of  delight 
In  fairy  land,  whose  streets  and  towers 
Are  made  of  gems  of  light  and  flowers.' 

Or  rather,  who  could  refrain  from  lifting  up  the  soul  in 
adoration  of  that  divine  Artist,  by  whose  hand  these  beau- 
tiful forms  were  fashioned,  and  through  whose  skill  these 
splendid  tints  and  colorings,  in  all  their  infinite  variety, 

were  combined. 

########## 

"  The  Dahlias  were  the  most  numerous,  and  constituted 

the  most  important  portion  of  the  exhibition  of  the  flowers. 

The  collection  of  Mr  Samuel  Walker  of  Roxbury,  contained 

the  largest  number  of  first  rate  blooms." 

########## 

"  The  Dahlias  from  the  garden  of  Mr.  Josiah  Maynard,  of 
Shrewsbury,  your  Committee  have  no  hesitation  in  pro- 
nouncing superior  to  any  exhibited  from  our  own  county." 

The  Committee  complimented  Mr.  Maynard  for  "acting  as 
a  sort  of  Horticultural  pioneer  in  this  region."  They  recom- 
mend to  him  the  first  premium  for  his  Dahlias. 

########## 

WILLIAM  WORKMAN,  Chairman." 

The  Society  were  honored  with  presentations  of  flowers 
from  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster  and  Mrs.  Allen  of  this  town.  Mrs.  L. 
A.  Dixie,  of  this  town,  also  contributed  a  beautiful  bouquet 
of  wax  flowers. 

We  regret  extremely  that  the  narrow  limits  of  our  little 
garden  of  Abstracts,  will  not  permit  us  to  transplant  into  it 
more  of  (and  about)  the  Flowers  of  this  Report. 
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Report  on  Vegetables. 

Published  in  the  National  &gis,  October  21st,  1840. 

This  "  department  of  the  Exhibition  was  comparatively 
meagre — presenting  few  articles  worthy  of  special  attention." 

The  Committee  attributed  this  deficiency  chiefly  to  the 
short  notice  which  had  been  given  of  the  Exhibition.  This 
was  the  palmiest  day  of  the  Rohan  potato,  now  long  since 
retired  to  the  shades  of  ignoble  obscurity  and  disgrace ;  and 
of  the  Seven-y  ears-keeping  Squash,  which — like  some  of  the 
absquatulating  Officers  of  the  Government  of  that  period — 
soon  'left  for  parts  unknown.' 

Some  beautiful  specimens  of  Honey  strayed  into  the  notice 
of  this  Committee,  and  they  speak  in  terms  of  commendation 
of  "the  great  improvement  of  modern  times — the  art  of 
procuring  and  using  honey,  in  its  best  state  and  form,  without 
the  cruelty  of  destroying  its  producers." 

Several  specimens  of  Corn  were  offered,  among  them  a 
bunch  of  rice  corn  from  Mr.  Warren  of  Brighton.  The  Com- 
mittee were  of  opinion  that  this  might  "  serve  as  a  pleasant 
awakener  from  the  drowsiness  of  a  long  winter's  evening." 

"Mr.  Levi  Lincoln,  Jr.,  offered  several  varieties  £of  Squash- 
es] raised  from  seeds  distributed  from  the  Patent  Office  at 
Washington.  In  view  of  encouraging  all  attempts  to  intro- 
duce new  varieties,  the  Committee  award  a  premium*  to  Mr. 
Lincoln. 

########## 
REJOICE  NEWTON,  Chairman.1' 

*  Merely  a  nominal  premium,  no  real  premiums  having  yet  been  awarded 
by  the  Society. 
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Report  on  Paintings. 

Published  in  the  National  JEgis,  October  28th,  1840. 

To  enhance  the  interest  of  the  first  Exhibition,  or  rather 
as  a  corps  de  reserve,  to  rescue  it  from  the  dangers  of  a  failure, 
it  was  determined  to  decorate  the  Hall  with  Paintings,  from 
the  private  collections  of  such  gentlemen  in  Worcester,  as 
might  be  disposed  to  loan  them  for  this  purpose.  Indeed, 
there  seemed  to  be  something  quite  appropriate  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Society,  in  such  a  combined  Exhibition  of  the 
rival  productions  of  Nature  and  of  Art, — the  floral  beauties  of 
Horticulture  and  the  divine  conceptions  of  the  disciples  of 
Raphael  and  Michael  Angelo. 

From  the  ably-written  Report  of  this  department  of  the 
Show,  we  cull  the  following  extracts  : — 

"  It  is  a  subject  of  congratulation  that  such  choice  and 
varied  specimens  of  this  art  are  to  be  found  in  and  about 
Worcester.  It  is  not  less  gratifying  to  perceive  among  those 
who  possess  these  treasures,  a  most  liberal  disposition  to 
extend  to  their  fellow  citizens  the  pleasure  and  advantage 
afforded  by  an  examination  of  productions  of  genius  and 
taste." 

Ji.  At*  .U.  -V.  .AA.  J*.  A*. 
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"  There  is  something  of  novelty  in  the  plan  of  appending  a 
gallery  of  paintings  to  a  display  of  fruits  and  flowers,  and  it 
will  perhaps  be  expected,  at  the  outset  of  such  an  undertak- 
ing, that  a  few  remarks  should  be  made  respecting  its  practi- 
cal use,  and  its -connection  with  other  objects  of  agricultural 
and  horticultural  celebrations." 

"  The  sphere  of  the  agriculturist  who  owns  the  land  he 
tills,  and  applies  to  his  private  use  the  results  of  the  seed  he 
has  planted,  is  not  limited  to  the  growth  of  supplies  for 
merely  indispensible  wants.  The  earth  produces  fruits  that 
gratify  his  finer  appetites  as  freely  as  it  yields  corn  and 
potatoes.    Flowers,  too,  spring  up  beneath  his  feet,  and  in- 
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vite  his  eye  to  an  appreciation  of  beauty  in  its  compound 
elements  of  form  and  color.  In  short,  he  who  cultivates  the 
soil  is  surrounded  by  endless  means  of  harmless  luxury,  and 
is  in  the  midst  of  the  purest  sources  of  true  refinement  ;  and 
if  his  ear  is  fully  opened  to  the  voice  of  nature  in  whose  bo- 
som he  dwells,  he  will  hear  it  calling  him  to  enjoy  the 
charms  of  varied  flowers,  of  rich  hues,  and  of  the  lights  and 
shades  of  scenery,  as  loudly  as  to  reap  the  grain  or  kill  the 
fatted  calf." 

"The  art  of  horticulture,  embracing  as  it  does  the  rearing 
of  both  ornamental  and  fruit  trees,  the  growth  of  flowers  and 
shrubbery,  and  the  general  improvement  of  grounds,  stands, 
as  it  were,  between  the  homlier  oflices  of  husbandry  and  the 
highest  arts  of  refined  life." 

"That  cost,  in  matters  of  taste,  which  fails  to  accomplish 
its  purposes,  is,  certainly,  so  much  money  worse  than  wasted, 
as  defects  generally  become  conspicuous,  in  proportion  to  the 
display  that  attends  them.  The  art  which  teaches  that  the 
most  genuine  elements  of  beauty  are  also  the  cheapest,  since 
a  strong  argument  to  the  purse  can  be  adduced  in  its  favor, 
has  a  right  to  claim  a  place  among  the  useful  and  practical 
ones.  Illustrations  of  a  part  of  our  remarks  may  be  found  in 
every  village.  Dwellings  unsheltered  by  tree  or  shrub,  pre- 
sent boldly  to  the  eye  every  defect  of  form  and  finish.  If 
painted,  a  glaring  color  displays  more  strongly  the  want  of 
grace  and  proportion.  If  unpainted,  that  deficiency  is  apt 
to  be  made  more  strikingly  manifest,  by  a  few  variegated 
strokes  of  the  painters'  brush,  passed  up  and  down  the  cor- 
ners and  along  the  sills.  If  something  beyond  this  is  at- 
tempted, we  shall  be  likely  to  see  imitation  marble  steps, 
quarried  from  the  brain  of  some  mechanical  artist.  If  there 
is  a  portico,  strange  looking  figures  blue  or  green  appeaF 
crawling  up  the  columns.  But  the  chief  seat  of  elaborate 
and  varied  ornament,  is  usually  the  door,  made  to  exhibit, 
upon  its  artificial  mahogany  frame  and  maple  panels,  a  tor- 
tuosity of  knot  and  grain  that  nature,  in  the  wildest  of  her 
vegetable  freaks,  never  equalled." 

########## 

"  Every  landholder  has,  in  his  possession,  the  materials 
of  a  great  and  perfect  picture.  His  fields  and  forests  furnish 
the  ground-work,  into  which  may  be  wrought  every  form 
and  hue  of  beauty.    His  harvests,  his  fruits,  his  vegetables, 
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his  flowers,  ripening  and  glowing  in  the  sunshine,  provide 
him  colors  that  art  cannot  excel.  In  couching  and  arranging 
these  materials,  he  becomes  an  artist,  and  like  other  artists 
needs  to  study  proper  exemplars  to  improve  his  taste  and 
rectify  his  judgement." 

*H"  "X*  *J£  *3(*  ^*  *3£ 

"It  would  be  a  great  omission  in  speaking  of  any  branch 
of  the  fine  arts,  not  to  allude  to  their  refining  influence  upon 
society.  A  perception  of  the  beautiful  and  the  appropriate  is 
the  real  basis  of  refinement.  In  France  and  Italy,  where, 
among  all  classes,  works  of  art  are  appreciated,  the  manners 
of  the  people  to  some  extent,  partake  of  the  graceful  results 
of  these  tastes.  Foreigners  pronounce  Americans  to  be 
especially  deficient  in  such  characteristics." 

###■####### 

11  True  refinement  is  the  most  unaristocratic  principle  in 
the  world,  approaching  nearer  to  the  simplicity  of  nature 
just  in  proportion  to  the  culture ;  and  he  who  has  accustom- 
ed himself  to  contemplate  the  elements  of  beauty  in  the  ex- 
ternal world,  or  their  embodiment  by  the  human  intellect  in 
words  or  in  the  forms  of  art,  will  find  himself  prepared  to 
fill  with  propriety  any  social  position. 

With  regard  to  the  pictures  that  composed  the  collection 
we  have  just  witnessed,  we  can  only  say,  they  would  have 
done  honor  to  any  exhibition,  in  any  place — that  they  are 
most  creditable  to  the  taste  of  our  citizens,  and  have  been 
submitted  to  the  use  of  this  society,  with  that  liberality 
which  a  love  of  art  usually  inspires. 

S.  F.  HAVEN,  Chairman." 

A  list  of  the  subjects  of  the  Paintings  exhibited,  with  the 
names  of  the  owners,  will  be  found  in  the  columns  of  the 
"JEgis"  of  October  14th,  1840.  We  have  to  apologise  to 
the  reader  not  for  the  length  of  our  abstracts  from  this  inter- 
esting Report,  but  for  their  brevity  and  disconnection.  No 
similar  exhibition  has  since  been  connected  with  the  Fairs  of 
the  Society.  This  display  of  Pictures,  therefore,  is  hardly  to 
be  considered  as  a  constituent  part  of  its  proceedings,  for  the 
Society  was  then  in  its  earliest  stage  of  existence,  and  had 
not  at  all  assumed  its  fixed  and  exact  position. 
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(JULY)    EXHIBITION  OF  1841. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Society,  on  the  17th 
of  June,  1841,  it  was 

"Voted,  To  have  an  Exhibition  of  Flowers  and  Fruits,  on 
the  4th  of  July  next.'7 

An  anonymous  writer,  (in  the  JEgis  of  June  30th,} 
doubtless  some  officer  or  member  of  the  Society,  thus  calls 
the  public  attention  to  this  subject.  We  quote  only  a  few 
extracts  from  his  communication. 

"It  will  be  seen,  by  a  notice  in  another  column,  that  the 
association  of  gentlemen  at  whose  breath  flowers  bloom  or 
fade,  will  open  to  the  public,  on  Friday,  an  exhibition  of 
whatever  falls  within  the  circle  gf  their  duties,  and  inside  the 

limits  which  surround  their  abilities  to  pluck  and  garner.'7 

########## 

"  The  men,  aye,  and  women  too,  hereabouts,  neglect  too 
much  these  infrequent  opportunities  for  social  refinement. 
Flowers  preach ;  and  since  this  beautiful  order  of  ministry 
was  first  established  in  the  bowers  of  Paradise,  mankind  have 
listened,  till  now  it  is  the  habit  of  the  times  to  sermonise  over 
these  types  of  loveliness.  More  of  this  we  do  not  want ;  less 
would  answer.  But  to  the  'softer  musings'  of  the  subject,  as 
it  is  connected  with  delicacy  of  taste  and  niceness  of  percep- 
tion, the  attention  of  the  wise  is  now  solicited." 

■U.  M.  «V*  ^A.  JA.  .AA.  J£  -J^-  AU 
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"  Should  any  one  be  disposed  to  take  a  more  practical 
view  of  this  subject — not  wishing  to  compare  flowers  and 
faces,  disdaining  to  examine  floss  and  colors,  and  to  ransack 
memory  for  poetry  to  match,  but  desiring  to  go  at  once  to 
the  root  of  this  matter, — he  is  informed  that  there  will,  also, 
be  at  the  exhibition,  some  species  of  radishes. 

a." 

The  Exhibition  was  held  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  July 
2d  and  3d,  in  Brinley  Hall.  The  display  of  fruits  and  flow- 
ers was  very  good  indeed  ;  but  much  is  due  to  the  skilful 
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and  scientific  horticulturists  of  the  older  societies,  that  it 
was  so. 

Quite  an  addition  of  new  members  was  made  to  the  Soci- 
ety, on  this  occasion.       *  # 


Report  on  Fruits. 

Published  in  the  National  JEJgis,  July  21s£,  1841. 

"The  varieties  of  Fruit  exhibited,  were,  from  the  early 
season  of  the  year,  very  limited." 

Strawberries,  Cherries  and  Gooseberries  were  the  chief 
articles,  upon  the  tables  of  the  pomological  department. 

"Of  Cherries,  beautiful  samples  of  several  fine  varieties 
were  offered  for  exhibition,  some  fully  ripe,  others  still 
immature." 

The  Black  Tartarean,  Black  Eagle ,  White  Bigareau, 
and  the  Black  Heart  were  the  most  commended. 

Fine  samples  of  Strawberries  were  exhibited,  consisting 
mostly  of  the  Methven  Castle,  Alpine  and  Keen's  Seedling 
varieties. 

A  sample  of  the  fruit  of  the  Prickly  Pear  was  exhibited 

by  Mrs.  Rejoice  Newton,  of  Worcester. 

#       #       #       #       #       #       #       #       $  # 

WILLIAM  N.  GREEN,  Chairman:' 

The  Reports  of  this  Exhibition,  expected  from  the  Com- 
mittees on  4 Field  Floioers?  '-Cultivated  Plants  and  Flowers? 
and  1  Vegetables?  seem  to  have  been  like  the  seed,  sown  by 
the  waysides  of  Scripture  ; — the  fowls  of  the  air  must  have 
devoured  them  up — we  do  believe !  Certainly,  there  are 
no  discoverable  sprouts  of  them,  in  any  of  the  fields,  which 
we  have  thought  it  worth  our  while  to  explore.  The 
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weather,  for  a  few  days  previous,  had  been  extremely  unkind 
to  the  Roses  of  open  culture,  and  there  was  so  little  cordi- 
ality in  the  invitation  extended  to  the  Wild  Flowers,  that 
only  a  few  of  them  ventured  out  from  their  rural  homes.  It 
affords  us  great  pleasure,  however,  to  be  able  to  say  that  this 
deficiency  upon  the  tables,  was  amply  compensated  for,  by 
the  crowding  charms  and  breathing  beauty  which  thronged 
the  spaces  between  them : — and  this  is  the  truth! 


(ANNUAL)    EXHIBITION  OF  1841. 

The  preliminary  steps  for  this  Exhibition  were  taken  with 
a  confidence  in  the  strength  of  the  Society,  such  as  the  suc- 
cess of  the  operations  of  the  preceding  Autumn,  was  natur- 
ally calculated  to  inspire ;  and  with  a  reliance  upon  the 
resources  of  the  County,  that  precluded  the  necessity  of 
soliciting  contributions  from  abroad.  The  Hall  of  Exhibi- 
tion was  open  two  successive  days,  commencing  on  the 
morning  previous  to  that  of  the  Cattle  Show,  etc.,  of  the 
Agricultural  Society.  Many  new  members  enlisted  into  the 
service  of  the  Association,  and  the  child  of  a  year's  growth 
seemed  quite  as  healthy  and  even  more  promising  than  it 
was  in  the  first  few  weeks  of  its  babyhood. 

Our  friend,  William  N.  Green,  Esq.,  of  this  town,  had  the 
honor  to  be  appointed  to  the  supervisory  charge  of  the 
Squashes  and  other  "Aass"  from  the  vegetable  gardens  of 
the  Society,  this  year.  His  Report  is  prepared  with  his 
usual  elaborate  care,  and,  like  his  Fruit  Report  of  a  former 
year,  is  a  very  correct  and  full  history  of  the  actual  state  of 
the  Vegetability,  and  Vegetable  ability,  of  the  County  of 
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Worcester,  as  they  really  did  exist,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one.  The  etiquette  of 
the  Vegetable  Kingdom,  however,  requires  that  we  should 
make  our  first  obeisance  to  the 


Report  on  Fruits. 
Published  in  the  Massachusetts  Spy,  October  27th,  1841. 

This  Report  occupies  three  crowded  columns  of  the  lSpy 
paper,1  and  abounds  with  the  characteristic  wit  and  humor  of 
its  author.  Our  meagre  limits  are  such,  that  we  can  only  in-  j 
dulge  the  reader's  appetite  with  a  few  morsels  from  the  feast, 
just  so  as  to  make  him  concur  with  us  in  the  wish,  that  the 
Society  may  republish  the  whole  of  this,  as  well  as  of  the 
other  Reports,  in  some  future  volume  of  their  Transactions. 

"  Fruits  are  the  subject  of  our  story.  We  cannot  tell  what 
you  and  other  men  think  of  these  things,  but  as  for  our 
humble  selves,  we  had  as  lief  not  be,  as  live  to  be  in  want  of 
such  sweet  things  as  fruits." 

"  The  Committee,  in  justice  to  themselves,  deem  it  their 
duty  to  make  a  preliminary  remark  in  regard  to  their  mode 
of  performing  the  duties  assigned  to  them.  *  *  *  Adopt- 
ing the  old  fashioned  mode  of  tasting  the  fruits  #  #  #  # 
they  were  exceedingly  mortified  to  find,  that,  in  so  doing, 
they  had  broken  an  important  rule  of  the  Society.  #  #  # 
But  ignorantia  legis  neminem  excusat.*  In  the  examination 
of  the  pears,  some  of  them  were  submitted  to  the  usual  test, 
by  request  of  the  owners,  and  a  few  had  been  introduced  to 
the  Committee  before  the  'commandment  came  ;»  *  *  *  * 
in  regard  to  the  rest  they  could  do  little  else  than  the  School- 
master's constituents  did  (a  little  altered  :) 

They  gazed  and  gazed,  still  wondering  as  they  stood, 
That  skins  so  thin  could  hold  so  much  that 's  good." 

^  ^  4fc  "Jt*  ^f* 

*  Ignorance  of  the  Law  excuses  no  one. — Law  Maxim. 


36 


TRANSACTIONS,  &c. 


"  Mrs.  Conant,  of  Sterling,  kindly  sent  to  the  Fair  nine 
baskets  of  various  kinds  of  apples.  *  *  *  The  thanks  of 
the  Society  are  richly  due  to  Mrs.  C.  for  this  valuable  acqui- 
sition to  the  show. 

Edwin  Conant,  Esq.,  of  Worcester,  well  aware  that  it  is 
not  honorable  to  beat  his  mother,  sent  four  baskets  of  fruit  to 
the  Society's  tables.    #    *  * 

O.  P.  Hill,  of  Leominster,  delegated  to  this  '  general  assem- 
bly' of  fruits,  a  Reverend  Apple,  yclept  'the  Minister  Applet 

#  *  #  #  advise  every  one  to  buy  a  Minister  Apple 
Tree,  as  it  is  the  most  delightful  mode  of  paying  minister's 
taxes  imaginable." 

"Asa  Matthews  let  out  of  the  House  of  Correction  some 
Pound  Sweetings.  If  every  one  comes  from  his  custody  in 
as  good  condition,  it  must  indeed  be  a  house  of  Correction. 
■Had  these  apples  hung  upon  their  trees,  during  our  late 
storms,  these  Pound  Sweetings  would  have  got  sweet  pound- 
ings." 

"  Leonard  T.  Fox  had  a  basket  of  apple  Quinces.  #  *  * 
It  was  a  great  pity  Mr.  Fox  did  not  bring  grapes." 

•H*  *M*  *^  *^  ^  ^» 

"  B.  F.  Thomas,  Esq.,  brought  a  fine  basket  of  Saint 
Michael  [Pears  to  the  Fair,]  though,  for  our  life,  we  could 
not  think  what  '  a  gentleman  of  the  Green  Bag'  has  to  do 
with  a  saint.  He  had  also  good  specimens  of  the  Iron 
Pear,  that  old  friend  that  sticks  by  us  till  May,  if  not  baked 
before." 

The  contributions  from  the  Nurseries  of  S.  H.  Colton  &Co., 
and  of  D.  W.  Lincoln,  Esq.,  of  this  town,  are  spoken  of  by 
the  Committee  in  terms  of  unqualified  praise. 

"A  basket  of  Golden  Beurre,  one  of  St.  Michaels,  and 
another  of  Brown  Beurre  were  brought  from  the  fairy 
grounds  of  Mrs.  E.  Salisbury.  *  #  *  A  basket  of  Apples, 
called  1  Magnum  Bonum?  came  from  the  same  'sweet  coun- 
try'— superior  in  magnitude  to  any  fruit  at  the  Fair. 

Capt.  I.  Southgate,  of  Leicester,  gave  us  some  as  sweet 
and  fair  Isabellas,  as  ever  a  French  or  Italian  sun  ripened. 

*  *  *  Mr.  Webster,  it  was  observed  at  the  Agricultural 
dinner,  seemed  to  be  of  the  same  opinion,  in  regard  to  the* 
Capt.'s  grapes  as  the  Committee.  All  great  men  think  essen- 
tially alike." 

########## 
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"  Dea.  Nathaniel  Stowell,  of  Worcester,  sent  some  fine 
Lyscom's  and  Red  Grafts  to  the  Fair.  We  know  the  Deacon 
of  old ;  we  have  eaten  his  apples,  and  his  potatoes,  and  his 
butter.  We  think,  if  Paradise  is  ever  regained,  it  will  be 
found  somewhere  on  the  hill  where  the  Deacon  lives." 

"  Abijah  Stone,  of  Westborough,  sent  some  [splendid]  sam- 
ples of  the  New  York  Pippin.  *  *  #  Mr.  Stone  furnishes 
another  proof,  in  addition  to  the  old  man  in  the  fable,  of 
'what  virtue  there  is  in  Stones,'  in  raising  good  apples." 

"  William  P.  Endicott  sent,  from  Salem,  some  Endicott 
Pears,  which  were  of  beautiful  form  and  delicious  flavor. 
The  parent  tree  is  at  Danvers,  set  there  by  Gov.  Endicott, 
and  is  now  two  hundred  years  old,  still  shooting  tip  in  green 
old  age,  and  dropping  down  its  rich  fruits,  into  the  bosoms  of 
his  distant  descendants." 

########## 

"  Edward  Earle  brought  twelve  baskets  full.  Among  them 
were  five  large  red  Summer  Sweetings,  which  looked  so  very 
delicious  that  we  could  not  keep  our  teeth  out  of  them,  and 
did  not  want  to.    Why  don't  folks  cultivate  them  more  ?" 

AS»  «¥-  Jfe  -it*  '        -IE-  -      Sf  Jb  1        4U  4h 

TV*  *7v"  "fx*  W  "7T  *fV  "TV*  "7V  "YY"  TV* 

"  William  N.  Green,  Esq.,  bound  over  for  trial,  a  basket  of 
the  Golden  Beurre  of  Bilboa.  The  jury  found  no  bill  against 
it,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  found  so  much  to  admire,  that  they 
respectfully  present  it,  as  a  most  valuable  friend,  worthy  to 
be  received  to  the  firesides  and  homes  of  the  public.  He  also 
bound  over  two  baskets  of  pears,  who  appeared  before  the 
jury,  under  rather  suspicious  circumstances, — they  would  not 
tell  their  names.  They  were,  however,  evidently  noble  fel- 
lows, as  one  of  them  suffered  martyrdom^  with  the  utmost 
sang  froid,  and  to  the  delight  of  the  Committee. 

Nine  baskets  of  fruit  came  from  him  of  the  Spy.  Any 
body  who  ever  read  Milton,  must  be  convinced  that,  not  only 
Adam  and  his  lady,  but  Milton  himself,  must  have  been 
great  admirers  of  good  fruit." 

Mr.  A.  T.  Johnson,  of  Worcester,  "  did  not  wish  1  the 
rule'  of  the  Society  to  apply  to  his  fruit,  and  so  the  Commit- 
tee did  not  pay  so  much  regard  to  the  law  as  to  the  profits." 

"  Dr.  William  Workman  brought  some  most  beautiful 
Grapes  for  inspection.  If  skill  is  necessary  in  the  production 
of  good  Grapes,  the  Doctor  must  be  a  Workman. 

Dr.  John  Green's  Isabella  and  his  Native  Sweet  Grapes 
were  as  delicious  as  grapes  can  be.    If  all  grapes  were  like 
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them,  there  would  never  he  danger  that  the  Doctor's  1  eating 
sour  grapes  would  set  his  children's  teeth  on  edge.' " 

"  Hon.  Rejoice  Newton  had  as  fine  specimens  of  fruit  as 
came  to  the  show.  It  was  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  who  blessed 
mankind  with  the  fall  of  an  apple — it  was  left  to  Major 
Newton  to  bless  them  with  an  apple  of  the  Fall." 

"  E.  F.  Dixie,  as  on  former  occasions,  was  honorably  rep- 
resented. He  had  liberal  specimens  of  the  choicest  varieties 
of  fruits.  Mr.  Dixie's  Peaches  were  exquisitely  fine.  It  is  a 
great  pity  that  the  whole  public  could  not  have  seen  his 
Nectarines.  Mr.  Dixie  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  Society  for 
the  great  pains  he  has  taken  to  render  the  show  interesting 
and  useful. 

CHARLES  THURBER,  for  the  Committee." 


Report  on  Flowers. 

Published  in  the  National  JEgis,  November  17th,  1841, 

Owing  to  the  storms  and  severe  frosts  which  had  preceded 
this  Exhibition,  a  large  portion  of  the  expected  guests  from 
Flora's  dominions,  were  prevented  from  being  in  attendance 
at  the  Society's  tables. 

^  ^ff  ^  •^E*  ^*  *K*  4^* 

"  The  1  sere  and  yellow  leaf,'  the  type  of  decay,  had  fore- 
warned us  that  nature's  summer  dress  was  wearing  out,  and 
soon  to  be  exchanged  for  the  garb  of  winter.  The  choice 
results  of  cultivation  by  many  a  fair  hand,  a  few  days  since 
so  abundant  here  and  in  our  vicinity,  have  been  swept  away, 
and  the  only  reports  we  have  of  them,  are  from  the  solitary 
individuals  which  only  have  escaped  alone  to  tell  us." 


TRANSACTIONS,  &c. 


39 


Those  which  did  appear  "  elicited  pity  for  their  sufferings, 
and  admiration  for  the  unconscious  heroism,  with  which  they 

had  braved  a  conflict  they  were  incapable  of  seeking. 

########## 

EDWIN  CONANT,  Chairman:'1 

Among  the  cut  flowers  described  in  this  Report,  the  Dahlia, 
1  queen  of  flowers,'  occupies  a  conspicuous  rank. 

Of  the  plants  in  a  growing  state,  eleven  pots  of  different 
varieties,  from  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  are  honorably  no- 
ticed. Mrs.  F.  H.  Kinnicutt,  Mrs.  Fox,  Mrs.  J.  Pratt,  Mrs. 
Ballard,  Mrs.  Messenger  and  Mrs.  Salisbury,  all  of  Worcester, 
were  the  lady-contributors  whose  names  are  mentioned  in  the 
report. 

The  co-operation  of  the  ladies  of  the  County,  will  hereafter 
be  essential  to  the  success  of  this  deeply  interesting  depart- 
ment of  our  Exhibitions. 

Flowers  which  droop  beneath  the  rough  treatment  of  man, 
will  look  up  with  gladness  and  bloom  gaily  under  the  tender 
care  of  woman  ! 

The  ladies  have  it  in  their  power  to  confer  a  blessing  upon 
the  Society — such  as  1  filthy  lucre  '  cannot  purchase, — the 
blessing  of  their  patronage  of  its  exhibitions  and  their  in- 
terest in  its  operations  generally. 


Report  on  Vegetables. 

Published  in  the  National  JEgis,  November  17thj  1841. 

Among  other  matters  and  things,  the  Committee  deposeth 
and  saith,  substantially  as  followeth  : — 
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"  That  the  number  of  specimens  of  the  vegetable  produc- 
tions was  not  large. 

"  Fine  samples  of  Blood  Beets  were  exhibited  by  Samnel 
M.  Burnside,  Esq.,  of  Worcester  and  Mr.  Hiram  Knight,  of 
Leicester.    The  Blood  Beet  is  decidedly  the  best  article  of 

the  beet  kind  for  culinary  purposes.7' 

#       *       #       #       #       #       #       #       #  # 

"  Fine  samples  of  the  Orange  Carrot  and  of  Parsnips 
were  also  exhibited  from  the  gardens  of  the  Hospital :  every 
thing  from  Patients  down  to  vegetables,  seems  to  flourish 
and  do  well,  under  the  fostering  care  of  this  institution  :  even 
the  Connecticut  Red  Onions,  grown  in  its  gardens,  seemed 
to  grow  more  luxuriant,  and  looked  more  bright  and  sunny 
than  those  of  the  father-land  of  onions.  The  Hospital  onions 
were  the  only  sample  offered  for  exhibition.  We  longed  to 
see  a  sample  of  those  delicate  silver  skins  which  e'en  a  lady 
might  devour  without  fear  of  taint,  but  none  were  there." 

Succeeding  Committees  have,  doubtless,  felt  as  Mr.  Green 
did  ;  nay,  their  eyes  have  filled  with  tears  even,  as  they  have 
dwelt  upon  the  condition  of  this  many-coated  esculent,  so 
doomed  to  martyrdom,  as  it  always  has  been,  and  in  a  man- 
ner always  will  be,  in  the  mind  of  every  true  New-Englander, 
with  the  sumptuosities  and  the  turkies,  the  cranberry  sauces, 
and  the  general  1  fixins'  of  a  Thanksgiving  dinner. 

"  A  Pumpkin"  (pronounced  1  punckin'  on  the  authority 
of  some)  "  of  1840,  exhibited  by  Edwin  Conant,  Esq.,  of 
Worcester,  was  remarkable  for  having  passed  a  New  England 
Thanksgiving  unscathed." 

The  Committee  seem  'to  have  been  very  culpably  negli- 
gent, in  not  noticing  the  great  longevity  to  which  this  pie-ous 
vegetable  had  attained,  in  comparison  with  that  of  the  major 
part  of  his  brethren,  1  who  are  bought  and  sold  like  cattle  in 
the  market.' 

"  A  fine  large  seed  Cucumber,  well  worthy  of  being  pre- 
served to  perpetuate  its  species,  was  presented  by  Col.  James 

Shepherd,  of  Worcester." 

*  ********** 

"  It  is  one  of  the  objects  of  the  Society  to  bring  out  for 
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notice  and  comparison  all  the  varieties  of  culinary  vegetables 
found  in  our  gardens, — that  the  best  kinds  may  become 

known  and  disseminated. 

*********** 

WM.  N.  GREEN,  Chairman:' 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  department  of  the  exhibitions, 
should  be  so  much  neglected. 


EXHIBITION  OF  1842. 

Report  on  Fruits. 

Published  in  the  Massachusetts  Spy,  and  in  the  National 
jEgis,  November  9th,  1842. 

"  The  Committee  congratulate  the  Society  on  the  suc- 
cess of  this  first  Annual  Exhibition,  under  the  Act  of  Incor- 
poration. The  charter  is  1  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the 
science,  and  encouraging  and  improving  the  practice  of  Horti- 
culture.' These  are  objects  which  enlist  the  approbation  of 
all,  because  much  of  our  pleasure,  as  well  as  subsistence,  is 
derived  from  the  fair  or  the  substantial  articles  of  vegetable 
growth,  in  the  form  of  flowers,  fruits  or  culinary  vegetables." 

¥fc  ifc  ¥fc  ¥fc  ¥fc  Jfe  ife 

"  The  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  preceded  by 
similar  institutions  in  Europe,  which  have  exercised  a  wide 
and  cheering  influence,  there  and  here,  has  been  followed  by 
the  organization  of  many  similar  Societies  in  this  country, 
each  designed  to  develope  the  resources  of  its  own  particular 
district,  and  to  impart  and  receive  benefits  from  all  the  rest. 
As  Worcester  County  is  not  backward  in  other  good  works, 
so  she  ought  not  to  be,  in  this  emulation.  The  experiment, 
this  year,  is  evidence  that  she  will  not  be. 
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"  The  flood  of  visitors  to  the  Hall,  attested  to  the  interest 

felt,  and  to  the  merits  of  the  fruits  collected." 

*       #  .     *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *  * 

"  The  President  of  the  Society,  Dr.  John  Green,  who  un- 
derstands the  cultivation  of  choice  fruits,  as  well  as  the  cure 
of  mortal  ills,  and  only  fails  to  see  his  way  to  prescribe  the 
fruit  in  cases  of  acute  disease,  brought  specimens  invigorating 
to  an  invalid,  such  as  St.  Michael  pears,  Dix,  &c.  &c.  and 
Burnett,  a  Winter  pear  for  baking,  time-honored  among  the 

Doctor's  ancestors." 

*********** 

"  Edmund  F.  Dixie,  whose  contributions  of  valuable  ser- 
vices and  fruits,  at  former  exhibitions,  have  been  so  essential 
to  the  success  of  an  infant  Society,  was  determined,  on  this 
occasion,  not  to  be  outdone  by  his  anterior  self.  Some  of 
his  baskets  of  pears  deserved  higher  praise  than  can  be  be- 
stowed, in  this  report,  for  the  honest  reason  that  the  English 
language  contains  only  three  degrees  of  comparison ;  and,  as 
the  Committee  didn't  make  the  language,  and  the  Chairman 
is  not  over  apt  in  the  use  of  it  as  made,  they  are  not  respon- 
sible if  Mr.  Dixie  receives  not  his  due  meed  of  praise." 

Noah  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,  exhibited 

"  A  pear,  the  first  and  only  product  of  a  tree,  weighing 
forty-two  ounces,  good  by  the  scales,  measuring  twenty  and 
one  half  inches  round,  and  whose  longest  circumference,  ex- 
cluding the  stem,  was  twenty-seven  and  a  half  inches.    It  had 

the  appearance  of  a  respectable  baking  pear." 

*********** 

"  William  H.  Weaver  generously  bore  to  us,  from  the 
Granite  State  [among  others]  an  imported  fruit,  sometimes 
not  poetically  called  '  Big  Gal  Apple,'  but  of  surpassing 
beauty,  and  thought  by  some  visitors  to  outshine  all  other 
apples  in  the  Hall." 

A  splendid  contribution  of  Pears  was 

"  Munificently  made  by  five  gentlemen  of  Salem,  at  the 
instance  of  F.  W.  Paine,  Esq.,  of  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments. 

*********** 


EDWIN  CONANT,/or  the  Committee." 
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This  Report  covers  some  three  or  four  closely  printed 
columns  of  the  papers  in  which  it  is  published.  It  was  pre- 
pared with  much  care,  and  is  alike  creditable  to  the  pen,  to 
the  taste  and  to  the  disinterested  zeal  of  the  writer. 


Report  on  Vegetables. 
Published  in  the  Massachusetts  Spy,  November  9th,  1842. 

"  The  Committee  on  Vegetables  report,  that  the  Vegetable 
productions,  sent  in  for  exhibition,  were  all  of  very  fine  qual- 
ity, and  afforded  good  proof  that  the  growing  of  such  arti- 
cles, as  well  as  of  Fruits  and  Flowers,  is  not  retrograding." 

"But  one  solitary  specimen  of  the  common  Pumpkin  was 
sent  in  for  exhibition,  and  that  was  a  good  one  by  Hall 
Barton." 

*********** 

Dickens  says  somewhere,  that  the  words  poverty  and 
oysters  are  always  suggestive  of  each  other.  Now  we  do  not 
know  how  it  is,  but,  upon  our  veracity  as  a  sinner,  the  image 
of  one  of  these  same  Pumpkins  never  strikes  in  upon  the 
retina  of  our  eye,  without  joggling — yes,  joggling — that 
particular  organ  of  our  phrenologitiveness  which  makes  us 
mentally  ejaculate,  'God  save  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts !' 

This  report  is  necessarily  short,  for  want  of  materials, 
otherwise  it  might  have  been  long. 

"  For  the  Committee. 

SAMUEL  H.  COLTON." 

We  presume  no  Report  on  Flowers  was  made  this  year ; 
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but  the  1  Spy,1  who  loves  to  chronicle  such  things,  says  no 
department  of  the  Exhibition  so  far  exceeded  his  expectations 
as  that  of  the  Flowers.  We  may  conclude,  therefore,  that 
Flora  was  very  well  represented  among  her  'mates  of  the 
garden,'  who  came  to  the  Fair. 


EXHIBITION  OF  1843. 

Report  on  Fruits. 
Published  in  the  Massachusetts  Spy,  November  29th,  1843. 

"The  Committee  would  congratulate  the  Society  on  the 
success  which  has  attended  its  operations,  as  exemplified  in 
the  magnificent  exhibition  of  the  present  year — in  the  in- 
creased interest  which  is  manifested  in  the  exhibition — in 
the  greater  attention  which  is  paid  to  the  culture  of  fruit 
within  the  range  of  its  influence — in  the  more  general  dissem- 
ination of  knowledge  respecting  the  kinds  most  worthy  of 
cultivation,  and  in  the  acquaintance  of  cultivators  with  each 
other,  and  the  interchange  of  views  between  them,  which 
has  already  been  brought  about  by  these  Exhibitions,  and 
which  we  may  expect  to  realise  more  fully  in  the  further 
progress  of  our  operations. 

Over  one  thousand  parcels  of  Fruit  were  entered  for  exhi- 
bition by  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  different  individuals, 
all  residing  in  the  County  with  the  exception  of  six  or  seven, 
and  by  far  the  greatest  proportion  of  them  in  Worcester  and 
the  towns  adjoining  ;  and  of  this  vast  number  of  entries,  there 
were  very  few,  if  any,  lots  offered  that  would  not  be  credit- 
able in  any  exhibition  of  the  kind." 

Among  the  details  of  this  long  and  closely-printed  report, 
we  notice  that 

"Dr.  Richard  Underhill,  Croton  Point,  N.  Y.,  exhibited 
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Newtown  Pippin  Apples  of  remarkable  size  and  beauty,  and 
very  large  Quinces,  and  Catawba  and  Isabella  Grapes.  The 
grapes  were  of  vineyard  culture,  the  bunches  large  and  per- 
fectly ripened.  Dr.  Underbill's  vineyard  covers  twenty  acres 
of  ground,  seventeen  of  the  Isabella  and  three  of  the  Catawba 
grapes.    They  are  cultivated  for  the  market." 

The  Committee  call  particular  attention  "to  the  great  im- 
provement which  has  taken  place  since  our  first  Exhibition, 
in  the  late  fall  peaches." 

"  The  correcting  of  the  nomenclature  of  Pomology  must 

be  an  important  object  in  the  operations  of  the  Society.  It 

is  no  uncommon  thing  to  find  the  same  fruits,  under  some 

half  a  dozen  different  names,  and  sometimes  several  different 

fruits  under  the  same  name. 

********* 

JOHN  MILTON  EARLE,  Chairman." 

This  Report  covers  over  three  closely-printed  columns  of 
the  Spy,  and  like  the  others  which  have  been  made  of  this 
department  in  former  years,  is  a  very  valuable  history  of  the 
fruitcultivating  operations  of  the  County,  at  the  time  it  was 
written. 

Speaking  of  the  fruits  at  the  Society's  Exhibition  this 
year,  the  Boston  Cultivator  says — "  The  display  of  Apples 
was  the  finest  we  ever  saw," — and  this,  1  being  interpreted,' 
is  the  same  as  saying  that  the  show  of  Apples  was  superior  to 
anything  of  the  kind  ever  witnessed  in  the  United  States! 

The  Society,  indeed,  need  not  hesitate  to  congratulate 
themselves,  that  the  orchards  of  our  own  New  England 
Woicestershire  can  furnish  a  richer  exhibition  in  one  depart- 
ment of  Pomology  at  least,  than  has  yet  been  produced  by 
any  other  section  of  country  on  the  American  Continent ! 
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Report  on  Flowers. 
Published  in  the  Massachusetts  Spy,  Dec.  27th,  1843, 

From  this  Report  and  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  we 
gather,  that  the  exhibition  of  Flowers  this  year,  was  quite 
so-so,  that  is  to  say,  a  sort  of  neither-this-nor-that  affair ;  and 
one  might  correctly  speak  of  it,  as  moderately  good,  or  mod- 
erately bad,  using  just  which  expression  should  first  find  its 
way  to  his  tongue. 

The  weather  previous  to  the  Exhibition — as  in  other  sea- 
sons— had  been  extremely  unpropitious.  The  Frost  had 
willed,  and  expectation  had  wilted; — the  flowers  Aac? blown,* 
and  the  winds  had.  been  blowing ;  the  flowers  had  been 
blown  away,  and  the  winds  were  blowing  away  still.  In  a 
word,  to  borrow  a  sage  idea,  this  part  of  the  Fair  did  not  ap- 
pear so  well  as  we  expected  it  would — and  we  knew  it 
would  n't. 

The  Report  seems  shrivelled  by  the  air  of  the  season  in 
which  it  was  published.  It  possesses,  in  a  very  high  degree, 
the  most  essential  property  of  the  1  soul  of  wit/  being  so 
short  indeed  that  we  cannot  make  an  extract  from  it.  We 
have  nothing  further  to  say  in  regard  to  this  Report,  only 
that  very  near  the  commencement  of  it,  these  remarkable 
words  occur : 

"  Per  order, 

WM.  WORKMAN,  Chairman.11 

It  was  for  lack  of  materials,  not  at  all  of  abilities  on  the 
part  of  the  Doctor,  that  his  Report  was  what  it  was.  Dr. 
Workman  has  become  eminent  for  his  known  skill  in  dis- 
coursing of  trees  and  flowers,  1  from  the  cedar-tree  that  is  in 
Lebanon,' — (Lebanon,  N.  Y.  or  Lebanon,  in  Asia  Minor,  just 


*  That  is,  in  the  Latin  sense  of  the  phrase,  they  were  now  out  of  blossom. 
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as  the  reader  pleases) — 1  even  unto  the  hyssop  that  springeth 
out  of  the  wall.'  And  any  one  that  can  run,  may  satisfy 
himself  of  this,  by  reading  our  Abstracts  from  his  Report  of 
the  Floral  department  of  the  Exhibition  of  1840,  or  the  Re- 
port at  length,  as  it  appears  in  the  columns  of  the  &gis, 
Nov.  25th  1840. 

We  presume  there  was  no  Report  made  of  the  vegetable 
department  of  this  Exhibition. 


EXHIBITION  OF  1844. 

Report  on  Fruits. 

Published  in  the  Massachusetts  Spy,  Nov.  20th,  1844. 

*********** 
"  The  number,  variety  and  excellence  of  the  fruits  exhib- 
ited this  year,  far  surpasses  that  of  any  previous  show  the  so- 
ciety has  held. 

"  The  apples  brought  forward  this  year  were  universally 
large  and  fine,  and  in  great  confusion." 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  should  have  been  occasion 
for  this  Committee  to  'feel  much  hesitation  and  delicacy,'  in 
correcting  the  erroneous  names  of  fruits  which  came  under 
their  notice.  Opposition  from  the  contributors  here  will 
greatly  impair  the  value  of  the  Reports.  The  Society,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  will  frown  upon  any  attempts  of  this  kind,  here- 
after, to  interfere  with  the  Committees,  in  their  faithful  dis- 
charge of  this  very  important  duty. 

Among  the  items  of  the  exhibition  we  notice  contributions 
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from  Mrs.  Conant,  of  Sterling  ;  Mrs.  Salisbury,  Mrs.  John 
Davis,  and  Mrs.  William  B.  Fox,  of  this  town,  also  from  Miss 
Frances  W.  Wheeler. 

John  F.  Pond  presented  u  a  large  apple  called  Cheesebo- 

rough  Russet,  fifteen  inches  in  circumference — quality  and 

time  of  ripening  unknown  to  the  Committee." 

*********** 

"  James  Shepherd,  jr.,  Worcester — Strawberries." 

It  is  said,  that  by  a  proper  cultivation  of  proper  varieties,  a 
succession  of  this  delicious  fruit  may  be  had  from  the  early 
part  of  June  until  the  setting  in  of  the  frosts  of  Autumn. 

Messrs.  Manning  and  Ives  of  Salem  sent  large  and  beauti- 
ful contributions  of  Pears. 

S.  and  G.  Hyde,  of  Newton,  were  also  strongly  represented. 

The  fine  new  October  apple,  called  the  Forbush  apple  is 
first  noticed  in  this  Report. 

Our  limits  will  contain  only  one  more  extract : 
"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee, 

WM.  N.  GREEN." 

This  Report  occupies  five  columns  of  the  Spy  ;  the  greater 
part  of  it  consisting  of  a  detailed  notice  of  the  several  con- 
tributions, interspersed  with  numerous  remarks,  in  regard  to 
their  characteristic  properties,  etc.  etc. 

No  Reports  were  heard,  this  year,  from  the  Floral  and  the 
Vegetable  departments  of  the  Exhibition,  we  believe—cer- 
tainly none  were  published.  Judging  from  the  show  of 
Fruits,  however,  we  infer  that  Flora  and  Squasha  made 
more  than  their  usual  exertions  not  to  be  outdone  by  the 
rival  charms  of  Pomona. 
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EXHIBITION  OF  1845. 

Report  on  Fruits. 
Published  in  the  Massachusetts  Spy,  November  19th,  1845. 

"  The  show  of  Fruits  this  year,  in  some  respects  surpassed 
that  of  any  of  this  Society's  previous  Exhibitions.  The 
number  and  variety  of  late  Peaches  exhibited  was  far  before 
that  of  any  former  year." 

And  who  will  deny  that  it  is  not  mainly  owing  to  the 
influences,  direct  and  indirect,  of  the  Horticultural  Associa- 
tion, that  this  fine  display  of  Peaches  was  such  as  it  was  ? 

"  The  Pears  were  as  good,  perhaps,  as  in  any  previous  show, 

and  the  varieties  more  numerous.    The  show  of  Apples  was 

very  fine,  but  the  varieties  were  not  so  numerous  as  in  some 

previous  years." 

********* 

"  We  notice,  every  season,  new  varieties  of  Fruits  of  supe- 
rior merit,  exhibited  at  our  Shows,  especially  Apples  and 
Peaches." 

Who  would  have  had  opportunity  to  notice  or  become  ac- 
quainted with  these  'new  varieties,'  had  it  not  been  for  the 
Exhibitions  of  the  Society?  There  were  fewer  new  kinds 
of  Pears  owing  to  the  more  tardy  growth  and  fruiting  of  the 
trees  of  this  fruit.  The  community  are,  nevertheless,  prob- 
ably more  indebted  to  these  Exhibitions  for  what  they  know 
of  Pears,  than  they  are  to  any  and  all  other  sources  of  infor- 
mation put  together. 

"  Persons  are  frequently  disappointed  in  the  appearance  and 
qualities  of  Pears  when  the  trees  first  come  into  bearing :  the 
first  fruiting  of  a  Pear  tree*  of  a  good  kind  is,  frequently, 
ordinary  or  quite  indifferent.  Let  none  be  discouraged  by 
this,  but  let  them  note  the  time  of  the  fruits'  ripening,  the 

*  la  it  not  bo  of  other  fruit-trees  ? 
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first  season  the  tree  bears ;  if  it  proves  ordinary  the  first  sea- 
son, try  it  again,  and  gather  a  portion  of  the  fruit  a  short 
time  before  it  would  ripen  on  the  tree,  and  ripen  the  portion 
gathered  carefully  in  the  house.  If  the  fruit  still  proves  or- 
dinary, indifferent,  or  bad,  both  ripened  in  the  house  and  on 
the  tree,  it  might  be  well  then  to  work  the  tree  anew,  with 
some  better  kind." 

It  is  said  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  Pears,  now 
under  cultivation,  are  of  better  flavor  when,  ripened  in  the 
fruit-room,  instead  of  upon  the  tree.  Our  own  experience 
has  been  altogether  too  limited  to  justify  us  in  expressing 
any  opinion  of  our  own.  We  may,  however,  venture  just  to 
state  that  some  late  Pears  of  an  unknown  variety,  which  we 
had,  for  some  years,  thrown  away  as  worthless,  proved, 
upon  being  gathered  and  ripened  in  the  house,  to  be  of 
excellent  quality. 

Among  the  Pears  that  received  special  commendation  from 
the  Committee,  were  the  Flemish  Beauty,  Beurre  Bosc, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Henry  IV,  Roi  de  Wurtemburg, 
Bartlett,  Dix,  Madeleine,  Bloodgood,  Dearborn's  Seedling, 
and  the  old  St.  Michael. 

We  copy  from  the  details  of  the  Report,  as  follows : 
"  Dr.  William  Workman — Seedling  Grapes — a  fine  grape 
recently  raised  by  Dr.  W.  from  a  seed" — a  seed  "of  the  Sweet- 
water. "It  is  of  fine  size,  large  as  the  largest  Sweetwater, 
light  color,  freckled  with  dark  spots,  bunches  of  good  size, 
berries  somewhat  loose,  pulp  something  like  the  White-jar 
grapes  of  commerce,  in  taste.  This  kind  ripens  about  the 
twentieth  of  September.  It  bids  fair  to  be  a  valuable  vari- 
ety, from  its  early  ripening  and  superior  quality." 

"Joseph  Sawyer,  of  Bolton — Mother  Apples.  To  this 
Apple  we  give  our  unqualified  approbation,  as  being,  decid- 
edly, a  very  superior  fruit :  altogether  the  best  of  any  of  the 
new  varieties  that  came  under  our  notice  this  season." 

This  Apple  is  large  and  beautiful,  flesh  very  fine,  pleasantly 
acid,  in  eating  from  October  to  December.  The  Committee 
pronounced  it  superior  to  the  Lyscom. 

lt  Dr.  J.  J.  Johnson,  of  Northboro'.    Seedling  Peaches,  of 
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large  size  and  of  very  superior  quality.  It  is  a  Seedling  of 
quality  superior  to  any  other  Seedling  Peach  that  came  under 
the  notice  of  the  Committee." 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  "  are  happy  to  notice  that  the 
number  of  fine  varieties  of  Pears,  grown  in  this  county,  is 
rapidly  increasing.  It  betokens  a  healthy  interest  manifest- 
ed in  the  cause  of  Horticulture.  He  that  plants  a  tree  does 
a  good  thing,  and  he  that  plants  an  hundred  deserves  well  of 
the  present  generation  and  the  thanks  of  posterity,  for  having 
their  comfort  in  view  as  well  as  his  own. 

WILLIAM  N.  GREEN,  ^ 
GEORGE  JAOTES, 
SILAS  ALLEN, 
DANIEL  TENNEY, 


Committee 
>  on 
Fruits." 


Report  of  Vegetables. 

Published  in  the  Massachusetts  Spy,  Nov.  10th,  1845. 

The  writer  had  the  honor  of  being  detached  from  the  main 
body  of  the  Fruit  Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoiter- 
ing  the  numerical  strength  and  force  of  the  Vegetable  depart- 
ment; there  having  been  no  appointment,  this  season,  of  a 
Committee  to  discharge  this  duty. 

We  reported  in  part,  in  the  words  which  follow,  to  wit : 
"  The  kitchen  gardens  of  the  county,  sent  but  a  thin  dele- 
gation to  this  convention  of  rival  fruits  and  flowers.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  increasing  interest  manifested  in  other  depart- 
ments of  Horticulture,  may  extend  itself  to  the  cultivation  of 
Vegetables  also.  Here,  no  less  than  in  the  Floral  garden, 
may  be  found  healthful  recreation  and  a  source  of  amusing 
and  generous  rivalship." 

********* 


52 


TRANSACTIONS,  &c. 


"  The  Florist  who  introduces  a  new  and  beautiful  sub- 
variety  of  the  Dahlia,  deserves  his  meed  of  praise ;  he  who 
teaches  to  increase  the  productiveness  of  the  Potato,  is  a 

benefactor  to  one  half  the  race  of  civilized  man. 

********* 

Respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  JAQJJES,  for  the  Committee:' 

No  Report  of  the  Floral  Department,  was  made  this  year. 


EXHIBITION  OF  1846. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  this  year,  as  usual,  to  examine, 
and  report  of,  the  Vegetable  department.  But  owing  to  some 
misapprehension,  this  Committee  did  not  come  together ; — so 
the  Carrots  in  their  yellow  tunics,  the  golden  Corn,  the  ma- 
jestic Cabbages,  and  the  staid,  round-headed,  puritanical 
Pumpkins,  went  their  way  silently,  unnoticed  and  unhonor- 
ed,  to  the  peaceful  retirement  of  their  homes. 

The  Reports  of  the  other  two  divisions  of  the  Fair,  were 
seasonably  prepared  and  published.  Owing  to  their  recent 
date,  we  republish  them  entire. 

The  writer  had  the  honor  to  serve  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Fruits.  The  examinations,  in  this  depart- 
ment, were  made  with  great  care,  and  as  thoroughly  as  time 
and  circumstances  would  permit.  The  details  of  the  Report 
will  give  the  reader  a  very  good  idea  of  the  present  pomo- 
logical  resources  of  the  county.  Long  as  it  is,  we  hope  it 
will  not  prove  unacceptable  to  those  of  our  readers,  who  love 
to  hear  of,  and  to  cultivate,  the  numerous  delicious  orchard- 
fruits  in  which  Worcestershire  so  abounds. 
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The  Floral  Report  was  prepared  by  a  gentleman,*  whom — 
but  for  the  want  of  a  personal  acquaintance,  merely — we 
should  feel  honored  to  number  among  our  friends.  It  is 
beautifully  written,  and  richly  deserves  the  space  which  it 
occupies  upon  our  pages. 


Report  on  Fruits. 

Exhibited  at  the  Society1  s  Exhibition,  October  8th,  1846. 

Committee.  George  Jaques,  "Worcester, — Dr.  Joshua  Porter, 
North  Brookfield, — John  Milton  Earle,  Worcester,  Capt.  Silas  Allen, 
Shrewsbury. 

From  its  first  organization,  the  Horticultural  Society  has 
flourished  like  a  tree  planted  by  the  rivers  of  water ;  its  suc- 
cessive Displays  of  Fruit,  each  excelling  that  of  the  preced- 
ing year,  and  attracting  a  more  numerous  concourse  of  admir- 
ing visitors. 

It  is  not  the  place  here  to  enter  into  a  formal  defence  of 
the  utility  of  such  Exhibitions.  In  the  most  practical  point 
of  view,  they  richly  compensate  for  the  trouble  and  expense 
attending  them,  by  diffusing  among  the  community  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  different  varieties  of  Fruit,  and  their  comparative 
value.  But  there  are  other  and  higher  benefits  to  be  realized 
from  Horticultural  Societies.  They  cultivate  a  taste  for  the 
rare  and  the  beautiful  of  Nature's  productions.  They  awaken 
and  foster  an  interest  in  those  pursuits  which,  even  as  a  recre- 
ation, are  pre-eminently  conducive  to  health  and  every  en- 
nobling virtue.  The  hand  which  loves  the  pruning-hook 
will  but  slowly  learn  to  clutch  the  dagger,  and  the  eye  that 
dwells  with  delight  upon  floral  beauties,  will  never  watch  for 
midnight  plunder; — so  true  it  is,  that  " there  is  scarcely  any 
virtue  which  we  do  not  attribute  to  him  who  loves  to  talk  of 
gardens  and  to  form  them." 

And  thus  these  pursuits  exert  an  influence,  weaning  the 
wayward  heart  of  man  back  from  the  frivolities  of  artificial 
life,  to  hold  communion  with  nature,  to  read  the  poetry  of 
her  flowers,  to  listen  to  the  whispered  music  of  the  rustling 

*  Rev,  Edward  £.  Hale?  of  the  '  Church  of  the  Unity.' 
7 
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leaf,  and  to  gaze  with  admiration,  when  yellow  Autumn  lays 
down  his  ripened  fruits, 

'  And  spreads  an  ample  feast  for  all  that  lives.' 

These  are  some  of  the  purposes  for  the  accomplishment  of 
whichthe  Horticultural  Association  was  formed,  and  the  suc- 
cess hitherto  attendant  upon  its  operations,  is  the  best  guar- 
anty for  its  future  usefulness. 

The  Society  have,  thus  far,  had  but  one  Exhibition  annu- 
ally, and  this  so  late  in  the  season  as  to  exclude  all  the  Sum- 
mer fruits  and  flowers,  and  many  of  those  of  early  Autumn. 

It  is  in  contemplation  to  hold  hereafter  several  Exhibitions 
in  a  year.  A  new  and  beautiful  Hall  is  in  process  of  comple- 
tion, which  will  afford  spacious  accommodations  for  this  pur- 
pose. The  Society's  funds  are  also  in  so  prosperous  a  condi- 
tion that  they  can  now  award  Premiums  for  such  contributions 
of  Fruits  and  Flowers  as  shall  be  of  deserving  excellence. 

In  regard  to  the  recent  Exhibition,  the  Committee  were 
happily  disappointed.  Notwithstanding  that  the  protracted 
drought  o£  the  latter  part  of  the  season  had  prematurely 
ripened  some  varieties  of  fruit,  and  encouraged  the  depreda- 
tions of  insects  upon  others,  the  Show  was  fully  equal,  and 
in  some  articles  of  it,  superior  to  that  of  any  former  year. 

The  Committee  devoted  nearly  six  busy  hours  to  their 
work,  correcting,  according  to  their  best  ability,  the  erroneous 
names  which  they  noticed;  applying  the  true  names  to  such 
known  varieties  as  were  nameless,  and  passing  their  judgment 
upon  the  comparative  excellence  and  beauty  of  the  whole 
collection. 

They  found  themselves  much  embarrassed  by  the  perni- 
cious custom,  still  persisted  in  by  some,  of  affixing  a  mere 
local  or  fancy  name  to  fruits,  of  which  the  true  designation 
is  unknown.  In  all  such  cases,  it  would  be  much  better  to 
enter  the  articles  without  any  label  whatever.  The  science 
of  Pomology  would  be  relieved  of  much  perplexity  and  con- 
fusion, if,  instead  of  the  multitude  of  synonymes  now  in  use, 
each  variety  of  fruit  were  designated  by  one  standard  name 
only.  Whatever  tends  to  this  should  be  regarded  as  a  com- 
mon benefit,  in  the  republic  of  Horticultu  e. 

In  a  very  few  instances  the  Committee  noticed  specimens 
indicative  of  the  skill  and  industry  of  some  one  unknown,  but 
entered  in  the  name  of  another  known  individual,  who  must 
have  been  entirely  innocent  of  any  hand  in  their  cultivation  ! 
This  also  is  an  evil  under  the  sun. 
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A  very  small  dose  of  censure  may  also  be  beneficially  ad- 
ministered to  those  curious  ladies  and  gentlemen  who,  in 
their  examinations  of  Fruit,  are  in  the  habit  of  summoning 
the  thumb  and  finger  to  the  aid  of  the  judgment.  Experi- 
enced horticulturists  very  seldom  deem  it  necessary  to  employ 
a  test  so*  severe,  that  a  few  repetitions  of  it  would  even  mar 
the  beauty  and  deaden  the  flavor  of  a  Rohan  potato. 

A  distinguished  Cultivator  expressed  more  than  his  own 
feelings,  when  he  remarked,  in  our  hearing,  that  he  would 
much  prefer  the  pinching  process  to  be  applied  to  his  nose 
than  to  the  articles  which  he  had  taken  pains  to  bring  to  the 
Exhibition. 

We  should  have  been  gratified  to  see  some  specimens  of 
the  natural  fruits  of  the  forest.  There  are  few  foreign  nuts 
superior  to  our  own  Shellbarks  and  Chestnuts.  Some  varie- 
ties of  these  it  is  well  known  are  much  larger  and  finer  than 
others,  and  even  these  would  doubtlessly  be  much  improved 
by  cultivation.  It  is  said  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  propa- 
gating them  by  the  ordinary  modes  of  engrafting. 

It  might  be  appropriate  enough  here  to  speak  of  the  best 
mode  of  ripening  different  kinds  of  Pears,  to  caution  fruit- 
growers against  forming  an  opinion  too  hastily  from  the  first 
imperfect  fruiting  of  a  tree,  and  to  enlarge  upon  other  kin- 
dred topics ;  but  as  this  would  be  trespassing  upon  ground 
preoccupied  by  former  Reports  of  the  Society,  and  by  the 
numerous  publications  of  the  day,  we  will  not  here  put  the 
elasticity  of  the  reader's  patience  to  any  further  stretch. 

The  Committee  have  the  pleasure  to  submit  the  following 
detailed  Report  of  the  Pomological  Department  of  the  Ex- 
hibition. 

The  number  of  plates  and  baskets  of  specimens  exhibited, 
could  not  have  fallen  much  short  of  a  thousand.  The  most 
numerous  portion  of  these  were  Apples,  comprising  a  great 
number  of  valuable  varieties,  some  of  them  quite  new.  Of 
Pears  there  were  nearly  three  hundred  dishes  upon  the 
tables,  and  scarcely  an  inferior  specimen  of  its  kind  among  the 
whole.  Some  of  the  Seckel,  Brown  Beurre,  Bartlett,  Louise 
Bonne  de  Jersey,  and  Dix,  were  truly  magnificent.  It  would 
be  safe  to  assert  that  a  more  beautiful  display  of  this  delicious 
fruit  was  never  beheld  in  New  England. 

The  Peaches  also  were  very  fine  indeed.  The  other 
fruits  exhibited  were  Nectarines,  Plums,  Grapes,  Cranber- 
ries, &c. 

Saving  two  or  three  honorable  exceptions,  only,  all  these 
contributions  were  from  gentlemen.   It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
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this  should  be  so.  False  indeed  must  be  the  refinement  that 
precludes  a  lady  from  engaging  in  the  pursuits,  and  partici- 
pating in  the  innocent  amusements  of  Horticulture.  The 
peerless  Eve  was  moved  to  tears  at  sentence  of  banishment 
from  the  happy  walks  and  shades  of  Paradise,  whose  flowers 
had  been 

'  Her  early  visitation  and  her  last 
At  even.' 

What  effect  a  similar  condemnation  would  have  upon  our 
own  fair  countrywomen,  in  these  modern  days,  is  a  question 
which  we  would  very  deferentially  submit  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  Floral  Committee. 

We  will  now  specify  the  several  articles  of  the  Exhibition,  in  the 
order  in  which  they  were  entered  upon  the  Society's  Records : 

Stephen  Flagg,  W.  Boylston.  Apples — Rambo,  Blue  Pearmain, 
Greening,  Baldwin,  Lyseom,  Gillifiower.  Mr.  F.  also  exhibited  a 
very  fine  plate  of  Cranberries. 

Tilly  Chaffin,  Holden.  Hog-pen  Apples — We  believe  this  hand- 
some apple  was  first  introduced  to  notice  by  Mr.  C. ;  at  any  rate,  for 
the  last  two  years,  it  has  received  the  name  of  Holden  Pippin,  in  the 
Society's  Reports,  as  a  substitute  for  the  swinish  cognomen-  which  it 
formerly  bore.  If  the  hogs  of  Holden  are  permitted  to  craunch  such 
apples  as  these,  we  should  be  right  well  pleased  to  taste  those  which 
their  owners  reserve  for  themselves. 

Charles  E.  Miles,  Shrewsbury.    Baldwin  Apples.  #- 

Job  C.  Stone,  Shrewsbury.  Apples — Black  Gillifiower,  New  York 
Spice,  Praiseworthy. 

The  New  York  Spice  is  now  in  eating.  It  is  of  good  size,  very 
handsome,  and  unsurpassed  in  flavor  by  any  dessert  apple  of  the  season 
with  which  the  Committee  are  acquainted.  The  Praiseworthy  is  also 
worthy  of  praise,  as  an  excellent  cooking  apple.  In  season  from 
October  to  January. 

Charles  Wood,  Worcester.    Pears — Duchesse  d'Angouleme. 

Jonathan  Nichols,  Shrewsbury.  Apples — Porter,  Orange  Sweeting, 
Baldwin,  Nonsuch,  R.  I.  Greening,  Golding  (Golden?)  Russet,  Bunch 
Russet,  Spice. 

Shilo  Slocumb,  Shrewsbury.  Quinces. 

Simon  S.  Gates,  Worcester.  Apples — Sweet  (Winter)  Russet, 
White  Harvey,  Baldwin,  Roxbury  Russet,  Greening,  Nonsuch,  Low 
Elder,  Seedlings.  Quinces.  Three  plates  Peaches.  Plum  Toma- 
toes, veiy  pretty. 

J.  B.  Plympton,  Shrewsbury.    Apples — Roxbury  Russet. 

O.  A.  Tomblen,  North  Brookfield.  Peaches — Crawford's  Late 
Melocoton  (fine,)  Red  Cheek  Melocoton,  Old  Mixon  Freestone.  The 
Late  Crawford  is  worthy  of  its  reputation.  There  is  no  better  Peach 
of  its  season. 

Taft  Foster,  Worcester.  Apples — Russet,  Golden  Russet,  Green- 
ing, Nameless  Sweeting.  Quinces. 
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S.  M.  Burnside,  Worcester.  Apples — Blue  Pearmain,  Hamburg. 
The  latter  is  not  H.  but  Detroit. 

Charles  Paine,  Worcester.  Apples — Ribstone  Pippin,  Roxbury 
Russet,  Spitzenburg,  Baldwin.  Pears — one  plate.  Peaches — Ken- 
rick's  Heath,  &c.    Portugal  Quinces,  and  Plums  (Semiana.) 

Henry  Goulding,  Worcester.    Quinces,  Plums,  and  Isabella  Grapes. 

Nath.  B.  Flagg,  Shrewsbury.    Apples — Pippin  (local  name.) 

Lovett  Peters,  Westboro'.    Apples — Pommewater,  B.  Pearmain. 

J.  J.  Johnson,  Northboro'.  "  Doctor"  Peaches.  This  is  a  new 
Seedling  of  great  size  and  beauty,  and  therefore  valuable  for  cultiva- 
tion as  a  market  fruit,  though  not  quite  first-rate  in  quality. 

Gen.  Thomas  Chamberlin,  Worcester.  Apples — Roxbury  Russet, 
(very  beautiful  specimens,  one  of  them  measuring  twelve  inches  in 
circumference,)  Greenings,  (same  size,)  Baldwin,  (old)  Nonsuch, 
(this  is  a  most  excellent  Winter  Apple,)  Sweet  and  other  Russets, 
Native  Crabb,  Pearmain,  Queening,  Blue  Sweeting,  N.  Y.  Pippin, 
Friar,  (a  fine  old  variety,  but  rather  shy  bearing  tree,  and  the  fruit  is 
apt  to  be  knurly,)  Superb  Sweeting,  Lafayette,  Lyscom,  Hub.  Non- 
such, White  Sheep  Nose,  Baking  Sweeting,  Pound,  Lare,  Royal, 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  Alexander. 

George  L.  Newcomb,  Salem.    Seckel  Pears,  very  large  and  fine. 

John  Putnam,  Grafton.    Apples— Dutch  Codlin. 

L.  B.  Hapgood,  Shrewsbury,  Apples — Baldwin,  (very  fine,) 
Greening,  Roxbury  Russet,  Harvey,  Pumpkin  Sweeting,  and  four 
Nameless  varieties,  one  of  them  is  the  Sugar  Sweeting. 

J.  A.  Denney,  Leicester.  Apples— Harvey,  (large  and  fair,) 
Nameless. 

Jotham  B.  Pratt,  Worcester.  Apples — Lyscom,  Baldwin,  Gilli- 
fiower,  2  plates  Russets,  (not  true  Roxbury  Russet.)  Pears — Bart- 
lett,  (2  plates — there  were  no  finer  specimens  of  this  popular  pear  in 
the  Hall.)  Peaches — 3  baskets,  Lemon  Clingstone,  2  baskets  Rose 
Peach,  Nameless  Peaches. 

Levi  A.  Dowley,  Worcester.  Pears — Brown  Beurre,  (beautiful, 
altogether  the  largest  and  finest  of  this  kind  in  the  Exhibition. 
Peaches — Snow,  [not  true.  The  Snow  Peach  ripens  early  in  Sep- 
tember,] and  Nameless.  This  latter  was  Crawford's  Late  Melocoton, 
and  very  fine. 

Dr.  Benj.  F.  Heywood,  Worcester.  Apples — Capron's  Pleasant, 
(a  very  superior  new  Apple,  now  in  eating,)  Lyscom,  Low  Elder. 
Grapes — 2  plates  Isabella. 

D.  W.  Lincoln,  Worcester.    Grapes — 4  baskets  Black  Hamburg. 

John  Hammond,  Worcester.  Apples — Black  Gillifiower,  Hub. 
Nonsuch,  and  Nameless  (the  latter  resembles  the  '  Old  Nonsuch.') 
Pears — Seckel,  very  good  size. 

Isaac  Southgate,  Leicester.  Apples — Nameless.  Pears — Heath- 
cot,  Brown  Beurre.    Peaches — 3  plates  R,  C.  Melocoton. 

Edwin  Conant,  Worcester.  Apples -^-Nameless.  Pears — Brown 
Beurre,  (some  grown  upon  a  pear,  others  upon  a  thorn  stock,)  Name- 
less.   Peaches — Nameless. 

Rev.  John  Nelson,  Leicester.    Apples — Baldwin. 
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Edmund  Spaulding,  Connecticut.  Apples — 2  varieties.  These 
and  Dr.  Green's  Pomgranates  were,  we  believe,  the  only  articles 
exhibited  from  out  of  the  State,  and,  with  but  few  exceptions,  the  only 
ones  from  beyond  the  limits  of  the  County.  In  arranging  the  tables 
hereafter,  we  think  it  would  be  well  to  place  all  these  'outside'  con- 
tributions by  themselves. 

Eunice  Brewer,  Petersham.  Maple  Sugar  and  Molasses.  These 
articles  being  neither  fruits,  flowers  nor  vegetables,  we  hope  each  of 
the  other  Committees  will  make  honorable  mention  of  them  as  we 
have  done,  and  tender  their  thanks  in  behalf  of  the  Society,  as  we  do 
ours  to  one  of  the  few  ladies  who  thus  manifested  an  interest  in  our 
exhibition. 

Both  of  these  articles  were  beautiful  specimens  of  their  kind  and 
very  neatly  put  up — why  did  we  forget  to  taste  them  ? 

Verily,  verily,  this  making  of  Maple  Sugar  is  one  of  the  sweetest 
employments  of  rural  life,  and  the  skill  which  one  may  evince  in  it, 
may  be  a  source  of  as  rational  pride  as  any  to  be  derived  from  the 
crewel  work  so  often  done  by  ladies  in  the  cities. 

It  is  a  curious  item  in  the  history  of  the  resources  of  the  country, 
that  next  to  Louisiana,  New  York  is  the  greatest  Sugar  producing 
State  in  the  Union ! 

Luke  Brummett,  Leicester.  Apples — Pommewater,  Congress,  (this 
is  the  Hub'dston  Nonsuch)  Lady.  This  latter  little  fruit  is  valuable 
for  other  purposes  than  merely  to  elicit  our  admiration  at  the  exquis- 
ite beauty  of  its  external  charms.  Coxe  and  Downing  both  speak 
highly  of  this  Apple.  The  tree  grows  very  upright  and  handsome, 
and  is  a  great  bearer ;  and  the  fruit  always  commands  a  higher  price 
than  any  other  fancy  Apple  in  the  markets. 

George  T.  Rice,  Worcester.  Pears — Seckel,  Bartlett,  (these  both 
fine,)  Henry  Fourth,  Belle  Lucrative,  Easter  Beurre,  Brown  Beurre 
St.  Ghislain,  (very  fine  indeed,  if  it  is  the  true  kind,)  Nameless. 
Peaches — Blood  Clingstone,  for  preserving.  Plums,  a  late  variety. 
Grapes — Isabella,  (good  specimens.) 

S.  E.  Cheney,  Holden.  Apples — Sweet  Russet,  "Winter  Sweet- 
ing, Greening,  Holden  Pippin,  Hunt  Russet,  Roxbury  Russet,  Bald- 
win, Nameless. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester.  Apples — Nonsuch,  Baldwin,  Rox- 
bury Russet.  Pears — Seckel,  and  six  plates  without  name,  among 
them  Easter  Beurre  and  Louise  Bonne  cle  Jersey. 

Walter  Bigelow,  Jr.,  Worcester.  Apples — Roxbury  Russet,  Hub. 
Nonsuch,  Greening,  Spitzenburg,  Pommewater  Sweeting,  Gilliflower, 
Baldwin.  Grapes — Isabella.  Mr.  Bigelow's  Russets  were  among 
the  finest  in  the  Hall. 

Henry  Parker,  Holden.  Apples — Roxbury  Russet,  Hunt  Russet, 
Baldwin,  Golden  Sweeting,  Nonsuch,  Marlboro',  Fall,  Hog-pen  (Hol- 
den Pippin,)  Greening,  York,  Lincoln.  Mr.  P.'s  H.  and  R.  Russets 
were  very  large  and  fine. 

William  A.  Green,  Shrewsbury.  Apples — Roxbury  and  Bunch 
Russets.    Pears — Seckel. 

E.  Rich,  Worcester.    Apples — Roxbury  Russets. 
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Edward  Earle,  "Worcester.  Pears — Bartlett,  (equal  to  any  in  the 
show),  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  (largest  in  the  exhibition,  13  inches 
in  circumference,)  Dix,  (large  and  fine.  This  native  pear  is  second 
to  none  in  its  season,)  Seckel,  Marie  Louise,  Winter,  Peach,  and 
three  varieties,  Nameless,  One  of  the  latter  was  supposed  to  be  the 
Sieulle,  another  the  Beurre  Eance.  (Mr.  E.  also  exhibited  large 
specimens  of  the  Bleecker's  Meadow  Pear.    Grapes,  White. 

C.  H.  Hill,  Worcester.  Apples — with  local  names.  Peaches — 
Kenrick's  Heath.  Quinces. 

William  M.  Bickford,  Worcester.  Apples — Lyscom,  Greening, 
Nameless.  Pears — Easter  Beurre,  Pound,  Seckel,  Nameless.  The 
latter  is  the  Vicar  of  Wickefield.    Peaches — Late  Crawford. 

James  Shepherd,  Worcester.    Peaches — 3  baskets. 

Dr.  O.  Blood,  Worcester.  Apples — Baldwin,  Hamburgh,  (14 
inches  in  circumference.)  Peaches — 3  baskets,  (some  of  them  very 
beautiful,  among  which  was  the  Catharine  Cling.) 

John  B.  Pratt,  Worcester.  Apples — 4  baskets.  Peaches — 1  bas- 
ket. 

Rev.  John  Jennings,  Worcester.    Peaches — 4  plates. 

Mrs.  Jackson,  Leicester.  Apples — 3  varieties,  Nameless.  Pears 
— Nameless.    (Chelmsford  ?) 

The  thanks  of  the  Society  are  due  to  this  lady  for  the  beautiful 
fruit  contributed,  in  her  name,  to  the  exhibition. 

William  A.  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Apples — Lyscom.  Pears — 
Easter  Beurre,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  (altogether  the  largest  and 
finest  of  this  kind  exhibited.  Mr.  W.  exhibited  the  largest  of  this  va- 
riety last  year  also.)    Duchesse  d'Angouleme. 

James  F.  Allen.    Apples — Greening. 

A.  D.  Whittemore.    Peaches — Seedling. 

Mrs.  E.  Salisbury,  Worcester.  Apples — one  fine  specimen  of  the 
variety  called  Maiden's  Blush.  The  ground  color  of  this  excellent 
Apple  is  a  delicate  Lemon  yellow  ;  but  its  sunny  side  wears  just  that 
tint,  only  not  quite  so  beautiful,  as  is  sometimes  seen  mantling  upon 
the  blooming  cheek  of  '  sweet  sixteen.' 

Mrs.  S.  will  please  to  accept  the  Society's  thanks  for  this  token  of 
her  respect  for  the  Science  to  the  advancement  of  which  their  efforts 
are  devoted. 

Benjamin  Flagg,  Worcester.  Apples — Greening,  Hapgood,  Gilli- 
flower,  Bock  (Balk,)  Baldwin,  Lyscom,  Rox.  Russet,  Minister,  Sweet 
Russet. 

Henry  Eames,  Spencer.    Apples — 3  plates. 

Capt.  S.  Hemenway,  Shrewsbury.  Apples — 3  plates  Teneriffe,  1 
plate  Polk  Apple.  To  a  differently  constituted  Committee,  this  latter 
might  have  proved  '  an  Apple  of  Discord.'  Disclaiming  any  even  re- 
mote reference  to  Mr.  President  Polk,  we  venture  to  let  loose  this 
little  harmless  idea,  just  as  we  caught  it,  that  the  name  of  any  individ- 
ual, however  insignificant,  may  be  easily  elevated  into  a  sort  of  limited 
immortality  by  applying  it  to  some  fruit  or  vegetable.  Thus  the 
venerable  John  Smith  is  riding  down  to  posterity,  astride  of  one  of 
his  own  '  Long  John '  Potatoes. 
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Nothing,  of  course,  is  intended  to  be  said  here  against  the  very 
commendable  practice  of  designating  a  new  fruit  by  the  name  of  its 
originator. 

Daniel  Tenny,  Sutton.  Apples — Baldwin,  Blue  Pearmain,  Rus- 
sets (3  kinds,)  Greening,  Pearmain,  (Sutton)  Harvey,  Ruzzlenose, 
Black  Gilliflower,  Spitzenburg,  Lyscom,  and  4  unknown  varieties. 

Amos  Brown,  Worcester.  Apples — Porter,  Baldwin,  Blue  Pear- 
main.   Pears — Bartlett,  (unsurpassed  by  any  that  were  noticed.) 

AJden  H.  Sears,  Worcester.  Quinces  and  Peaches,  (the  latter 
whitefleshed,  and  very  fine.) 

Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury.  Apples — Spice,  Blue  Pearmain,  Bald- 
win, Tucker  Sweeting  (local  name,)  Lyscom,  (superb  specimens,)  Su- 
gar Sweeting,  Porter,  Kilham  Hill,  Seek  no  Further,  (We  wish  we 
might  be  permitted  to,)  R.  I*  Greening,  Golden  Russet,  (fine,)  Lemon 
Greening,  Roxbury  Russet,  Pearmain,  Hub.  Nonsuch,  Detroit, 
Pumpkin  Sweeting.  Pears — Seckel,  (large  and  fine,)  Iron,  St.  Mi- 
chael, ('bright  as  a  dollar.)  Peaches— Allen's  Seedling  and  other 
fine  Seedlings,  Lemon  Cling,  Blood  Cling,  (magnificent.) 

As  Capt.'  Allen  was  impressed  into  the  service  of  the  Committee,  it 
is  proper  to  state  that  he  did  not  participate  in  the  examination  of  his 
own  fruit. 

W.  &  S.  Barber,  Worcester.  Apples — Pommewater,  Orange  Sweet- 
ing, Red  (this  is  the  old)  Nonsuch,  White  Nonsuch,  Mills  Russet, 
Greening. 

R.  Manning,  Salem.  Pears — Henry  IVth,  Easter  Beurre,  Ja- 
lousie, Wilkinson,  Pitfour,  Bleecker's  Meadow,  Croft  Castle,  Prince's, 
St.  Germain,  Napoleon,  Whitfield,  Capsheaf,  Urbaniste,  (good  size,) 
Winter  Nelis,  Petre,  Bezi  de  la  Motte,  Heathcot,  Monsieur  le '  Cure, 
Jaminette,  Lewis,  Fulton,  Chaumontelle,  Frederick  of  Wurtemburg, 
Bezi  Montigny,  Flemish  Beauty,  Paradise  d'Automne,  (The  air  of 
perfect  satisfaction  that  overspread  the  countenance  of  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee while  tasting  this  exquisitely  delicious  fruit,  was  a  higher  com- 
mendation in  its  favor  than  we  can  easily  express  upon  paper.)  Ma- 
rie Louise,  Las  Casas,  Comte  de  Lamy,  Pennsylvania,  Capiaumont, 
Fig  of  Naples,  Thompson,  Eyewood,  Coter,  Boucquia,  Locke's  Buerre, 
Hacon's  Incomparable,  Fondante  Van  Mons,  Leon  le  Clerc,  Girar- 
din — the  whole  comprising  forty  varieties. 

Daniel  Tainter,  Worcester.    Peaches — 3  baskets.  , 
Joel  Flagg,  Worcester.     Apples — Rox.  Russets,  (very  large,) 
Black  Gilliflower,  Quince  Sweeting,  Lyscom,  2  plates  Nameless. 
Quinces. 

Isaac  W.  Wood,  Grafton.   Apples — 3  plates  Nameless,  (the  growth 
of  1845.) 

Calvin  W.  Forbush,  Grafton.  Apples — Forbush,  (this  is  a  new 
seedling  noticed  in  former  reports.  It  is  one  of  the  finest  and  high- 
est flavored  late  autumn  fruits  in  our  knowledge,)  Hub.  Nonsuch, 
Dutch  Codlin,  Pound  Sweeting,  Blue  Pearmain.  Pears — Marie 
Louise,  (very  large  and  fine.)     Grapes — Isabella. 

Silas  S.  Harthan,  Worcester.  A  good  sample  of  Freestone  Peaches. 

Isaac  Davis,  Worcester.    Apples — Baldwin,  English  Flowering. 
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Pears — Easter  Beurre,  St.  Michael.  Peaches — Heath.  Quinces— 
Orange  and  Pearshaped.    S.  A.  Chestnut  and  Lemon. 

Col.  Davis  also  added  to  the  interest  of  the  Exhibition,  by  placing 
in  the  Hall,  a  large  and  splendid  Seville  Orange  tree,  from  his  Con- 
servatory, laden  with  fruit  in  all  the  stages  of  its  growth.  One  of  the 
largest*  and  most  conspicuous  measured  13  inches  in  circumference, 
nearly  equalling  in  size  the  largest  apple  in  the  whole  Collection. 
We  noticed  one  very  curious  gentleman  (?)  applying  the  thumb-and- 
finger  test  to  this  princely  Orange,  in  a  manner  highly  indicative  of  his 
own  princely  breeding ! 

C.  P.  Bancroft,  Worcester.  Pears — Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  (large 
and  fine.) 

Rev.  Alonzo  Hill,  Worcester.  Apples — Russet  Pearmain,  Hub. 
Nonsuch.  Quinces. 

Noah  Kimball,  Grafton.    Apples — Baldwin,  Yellow  Bellflower. 

Stephen  Hunt,  Worcester.    Apples — Pumpkin  Sweeting,  2  baskets. 

Rev.  Joseph  Allen,  Northboro'.  Apples — Greening,  Shirley,  Sweet 
Russet,  Porter,  (first  and  second  fruiting !)  Lyscom,  Baldwin,  2 
Nameless.  Peaches. 

John  Jones,  Worcester.  Appl-es — Sweet  Russet,  Baldwin,  Sweet- 
ings.   Mr.  J.'s  Sweet  Russets  were  very  large  and  fine. 

S.  H.  Colton,  Worcester  (Nursery.)  Apples — Hub.  Nonsuch, 
Pomme  Royal,  Sprague,  Coggswell,  Tallman  Sweeting,  Pommewa- 
ter,  Sweet  Baldwin,  Golden  Russet,  Nonsuch,  Baldwin,  Tift  Sweet- 
ing, (a  capital  old  Winter  Apple,)  Porter,  Peck's  Pleasant,  French 
Nonpareil,  Blue  Pearmain,  Honey  Greening,  (first  rate  Winter  sweet- 
ing, keeps  till  April,)  Hamburg,  Lyscom,  Danvers  Winter  Sweeting, 
Rox.  Russet,  Jonathan,  Canadian  Reinette,  R.  I.  Greening,  Fall 
Harvey,  Red  Cheek,  (Maiden's  Blush?)  Wine  Sop,  Pennock's  Red. 

Pears — St.  Michael,  Bezi  de  la  Motte,  Beurre  de  Capiaumont, 
(beautiful  and  fine,)  Seckel,  (altogether  the  largest  sample  both  in 
size  and  quantity  that  was  presented  at  the  Show,)  Buerre  Bosc,  Bon 
Chretien  Fondante,  Andrews,  Capsheaf,  Belle  Lucrative,  Duchesse 
d'Angouleme,  Beurre  Diel,  Easter  Beurre,  Passe  Colmar,  St.  Andre, 
Lewis,  Wilkinson,  Bartlett,  Napoleon,  Josephine,  Beurre  Fortune, 
Buffum,  (the  flavor  of  this  beautiful  pear,  says  Downing,  frequently  is 
scarcely  to  be  distinguished  from  that  of  the  St.  Michael.  We 
think  it  deserving  a  higher  reputation  than  it  has  hitherto  sustained,) 
Flemish  Beauty,  (capital  variety,)  Roi  de  Wirtemburg,  (frequently 
but  erroneously  called  Capiaumont,)  Marie  Louise. 

Peaches.  Lemon  Cling,  Blood,  Heath,  Old  Mixon,  Crawford's 
Late,  Late  Yellow,  Bourdine,  Jaques,  Yellow  Alberge,  Belle  de  Vit- 
ry,  Red  Cheek  Melocoton.  Plums — Golden  Drop.  Nectarines — 
Golden.     Grapes — Isabella.     Quinces — Orange. 

Asa  H.  Allen,  South  Shrewsbury.  Apples — N.  Y.  Spice,  Baldwin, 
Rox.  Russet.  Peaches — Seedling  Melocoton,  (pronounced  by  the 
Committee  to  be  one  of  the  very  best  flavored  peaches  in  the  Hall.) 

William  N.  Green,  Worcester.     Apples — Hub.  Nonsuch,  (old) 

*This  Orange  now — January  1st,  1847 — measures  14£  inches  in  circumfer- 
ence, and  is  still  firm  upon  the  tree. 
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Nonsuch,  Russet  Peannain,  Danvers  Winter  Sweeting,  Honey 
Greening,  Baldwin,  Crawford's  Winter  Sweet,  Reinette  Triomphante, 
Ribston  Pippin.  Pears — Surpasse  Virgalieu,  Napoleon,  Calabasse, 
St.  Ghislain,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Buerre  Bosc  (delicious,)  Surpasse 
Marie  Louise,  Cumberland,  Easter  Beurre,  Andrews  Buerre  Niell. 
Nectarines,  very  beautiful. 

Nathaniel  Tead,  Worcester.  Apples — N.  Y.  Pippin.  Pears — 
Capsheaf.  Quinces. 

Z.  Berry,  Worcester.  Peaches — Nameless. 

George  Jaques,  Worcester.  Apples — Detroit,  Crow  Egg,  Esopus 
Spitzenburg,  Hamburg,  Capron's  Pleasant,  Chaffin,  Hub.  Nonsuch, 
Honey  Greening,  Pound  Sweeting.  Pears — Iron,  Bartlett,  Chelms- 
ford, Verte  Longue,  Lewis,  2  nameless  varieties.  Peaches — Lemon 
Clingstone,  Red  C.  Melocoton,  Blood  Freestone,  President,  (doubtful.) 
Quin  ces — Orange. 

Ward  Pool,  Worcester.  Grapes — Isabella.  Peaches — Lemon 
Clingstone,  &c. 

Maj.  R.  Newton,  Worcester.  Pears — Brown  Buerre,  Seckel, 
(very  large.)  Quinces. 

Darius  Rice,  Worcester.  Quinces: 

Jonathan  W.  Stowe,  Grafton.  Apples — Baldwin,  North  Branch,. 
Pippin,  Pound  Sweeting,  Rox.  Russet. 

F.  W.  Paine,  Worcester.    Peaches — Heath,  2  plates. 

John  W.  Work,  Templeton.  Grapes — Sweetwater. 

Dr.  John  Green,  Worcester.  Apples — Hamburg,  Fall  Harvey, 
Capron's  Pleasant,  Baldwin,  Sweet  Russet.  Pears — Columbian,  (a  fine 
specimen  of  this  splendid  native  American  Winter  Pear,)  Seekel,  St» 
Michael,  Dix,  (very  large  and  beautiful,)  Iron,  Prince's  St.  Germaine, 
Easter  Beurre,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme.  Peaches — Crawford's  Late 
Melocoton,  Kenrick's  Heath,  Late  Clingstone,  Brevoort's  Morris,  (a 
very  delicious,  high  flavored  and  superior  variety.)  South  Carolina 
Pomegranates.  This  fruit  attracted  much  curiosity.  It  had  been  but 
one  week  gathered  from  a  tree  in  the  Palmetto  State,  which  is  "  a 
land  of  vines  and  fig-trees,  and  pomegranates,  a  land  of  oil-olive,  and 
honey." 

Charles  Allen,  Worcester.  Pears — St.  Michael.  Quinces — 1 
bunch. 

Putnam  W.  Taft,  Worcester.    Apples — Sweet  Russet. 

Henry  K.  Newcomb,  Worcester.  Pears — Brown  Beurre,  Dix, 
(both  large  and  beautiful  of  their  kind.) 

Daniel  Stone,  Worcester.    Apples — Winter  (R.  I.)  Greening. 

F.  W.  Gale,  Worcester.  Apples — Russet,  Greening,  Winter  Lys- 
com,  (same  thing  as  the  common  Lyscom,  there  is  but  one  variety  of 
this  apple,)  Spice.  Pears — Dix,  Bartlett,  Easter  Beurre,  Unknown, 
Monsieur  Jean,  Beurre.    Peaches — 3  varieties     Grapes — Isabella* 

Harvey  Belcher,  N.  Brookfield.    Pears — Nameless. 

P.  Hunt,  Worcester — Apples-^ Baldwin. 

Joseph  G.  Kendall,  Worcester,  Peaches — Nameless,  (these  are 
Red  Cheek  Melocoton.) 

J.  S.  C.  Knowlton,  Worcester.  Peaches — Seedling,  (large  and 
beautiful.) 
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Washington  Hill,  Spencer.  Apples — 2  plates  Nameless.  These 
were  pronounced  to  be  the  Kilham  Hill  apple. 

Henry  A.  Belcher,  N.  Brookfield.    Peaches — Clingstone. 

Elhanan  Batchelder,  Sutton.  Apples — Newton  Sweeting,  Yellow 
Sweeting,  Porter,  Nameless,  Day,  Newton  Pippin,  (incorrect,)  Strip- 
ed Beauty,  (this  is  the  N.  Y.  spice,)  Lyscom,  Orange  Sweeting,  Fall 
Harvey,  Hub.  Nonsuch,  Winter  Harvey,  Baldwin,  Black  Gilliflower, 
Nonsuch,  Russet  Sweeting,  Davenport  and  R.  L  Greenings,  N.  Y. 
Pippin,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Russet,  Pearmain,  Rox.  Russet,  Nameless. 
Quinces.  Cranberries. 

Harvey  Dodge,  Sutton.  Quinces. 

Royal  Penniman,  Sutton.    Apples — Roxbury  Russet. 

Rufus  Shumway,  Worcester.  Peaches — Nameless.  These  resem- 
ble Red  C.  Melocoton  very  much. 

William  Hall,  Sutton.  Apples — Davenport  Greening,  Rox.  Rus- 
set, (very  large)  Winter  Sweeting,  Nameless,  Baldwin,  Blue  Pear- 
main,  Nonsuch,  Winter  Harvey. 

S.  H.  Skerry,  N.  Brookfield.    Apples — Baldwin,  Nameless. 

Peter  Corbett,  Milford.  Apples — Roxbury  Russet,  (very  large 
and  handsome.)  Peaches — Lemon  Clingstone,  (very  beautiful  sam- 
ple,) 2  lots  Nameless,  V.  N.  de  Primington,  Noblesse,  and  Seedlings. 

Hon.  Levi  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Mr.  L.  exhibited  and  gave  to  the 
Society,  25  plates  of  choice  Fruits,  but  as  they  were  without  labels, 
the  Committee  had  not  time  to  ascertain  the  varieties  by  examination. 

Joel  Knapp,  Sutton.  Apples — Fall  Harvey,  Winter  do.,  R.  I. 
Greening,  Rock  River  (Winter)  Sweeting,  Rox.  Russet,  Nonsuch, 
Blue  Pearmain,  Sutton  Beauty. 

J.  W.  Slocomb,  Grafton.  Apples — Baldwin,  Rox.  Russet,  R.  I. 
Greening. 

Dr.  H.  F.  Johnson,  Worcester.  Apples — Lyscom,  2  plates  Name- 
less. Nectarines. 

Calvin  Haskill,  W.  Boylston.  Apples — 2  plates  Quincetart  (apple,) 
Blush  Sweeting. 

H.  Slocumb,  Sutton.  Apples — Roxbury  Russet,  Baldwin,  Queen- 
ing, Gilliflower.  Cranberries, 

Oliver  Barrett,  Bolton.    Apples — Barrett's  Fancy. 

Joseph  Sawyer,  Bolton.    Apples — 2  plates  Mother. 

Hon.  Joseph  Grinnell,  New  Bedford.  Grapes — 1  plate  Sweet- 
water, 1  plate  Nameless,  so  entered  on  the  Records.  One  of  these  we 
believe  was  the  Black  Hamburg. 

R.  P.  Angier,  Worcester.    Apples  and  Peaches — Nameless. 

John  Clapp,  Leicester.  Apples — Porter,  Yellow  Bellflower,  N.  Y. 
Pippin,  Lady.  Pears — Bartlett,  (fine,)  Seckel,  St.  Germain,  Beurre, 
Knox,  Bleecker's  Meadow,  (very  good  samples  of  this  variety,)  Buf- 
fum,  Berlin,  Paddington,  Belmont,  Capiaumont,  (not  true  )  It  is  the 
Roi  de  Wirtemburg)  Passe  Colmar.  Grapes — Isabella,  Peaches—* 
Jaques. 

Daniel  Kent.    Apples — Nameless.    Pears — Chelmsford. 
Oliver  Johnson,  Sterling.    Apples — Father  Sweeting.    Pears — 
Seckel,  St.  Michael,  (both  very  fine.) 
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Oliver  Wilder,  Sterling.  Apples — American  Beauty  (local  or 
new,)  2  plates  Seedlings. 

Stephen  Bartlett,  Worcester.    Apples — 2  plates. 

Charles  Nash,  Worcester.  Apples — Baldwin,  Porter,  Mother, 
(this  is  an  excellent  dessert  apple,)  Seedlings. 

O.  Fairbanks,  Westboro'.  Apples — Seedlings.  As  a  name  is 
"wanted"  we  suggest  that  of  Fairbanks  Apple.  Pears — (3  plates,) 
Seckel. 

Farley  Goddard,  Worcester.    Apples — Lyscom,  (very  fine.) 

Samuel  Warren,  Framingham.  Grapes — Catawba,  Isabella,  (very 
excellent  samples.)  Peaches — Howe  Clingstone,  (large  and  beauti- 
ful.) 

Rev.  J.  C.  Biscoe,  Grafton.  Apples — Baldwin,  Lyscom.  Pears 
— Glout  Morceau,  Passe  Colmar.  Grapes — Isabella  and  Catawba. 
Quinces — Orange. 

J.  L.  L.  F.  Warren,  Brighton.  A  case  of  very  beautiful  Wax 
Fruit,  representling  110  varieties.  In  addition  to  this  Mr.  W.  ex- 
hibited Pears — Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Duchesse  cle  Mars,  Easter 
Beurre,  Beurre  Gris,  Figue,  Francreal  d'Hiver,  Burnett,  L.  Bonne 
de  Jersey,  Black  Pear  of  Worcester,  Bezi  cle  la  Motte,  Bezi  Montig- 
ny,  Verte  Longue  of  Autumn,  Jalousie,  Seckel,  Beurre  Diel,  Swan's 
Egg,  Wilkinson,  Madotte,  Catillac,  Buffum,  Autumn  Bergamot,  Na- 
poleon, Doyenne  d'Hiver,  Belfe  et  Bonne.  Fruit  of  the  Pyrus 
Japonica.  Apples — Baldwin,  Roxbury  Russet,  R.  I.  Greening, 
Sweeting  Russet,  Danvers  Winter  Sweet,  Blue  Pearmain,  Old  Pear- 
main,  Hub.  Nonsuch,  Minister,  Grand  Sachem,  Porter,  Captain 
Sweeting,  White  Bellflower,  French  Russet,  Canadian  Reinette, 
Brimmer's  Noble,  Pigeonette,  Gloria  Mundi,  Maiden's  Blush,  Rei- 
nette, Bellflower,  Pomme  de  ,  Striped  Spice. 

Rufus  Woodward,  Worcester.  Apples — Blue  Pearmain,  Fall  Pip- 
pin, (Fall  Harvey  ?)  Baldwin,  (3  upon  one  twig,  weighing  33^  oun- 
ces,) Holmes  Apple.    Pears — Beurre  Diel. 

Chinese  Crab.     Grapes — Isabella,  Catawba,  (very  fine  specimen.) 

John  B.  Crawford,  Northboro'.  Apples — Black  Gilliflower,  (fine 
handsome  fruit,)  White  Harvey.  The  latter  was  1 4  inches  in  circum- 
ference. 

E.  Burt,  East  Douglas.  Apples — Imperial  Russet,  (a  fine  Winter 
fruit.) 

Charles  Hadwen,  Worcester.  Apples — Strawberry.  This  is  the 
New  York  Spice. 

Rufus  Hastings,  Sterling.  Apples — 8  Nameless  Varieties.  The 
Committee  regret  that  they  had  not  time  to  name  them,  as  requested. 

John  F.  Clark,  Worcester.  Apples — Russet  Sweeting,  (fine,)  Gar- 
den Sweeting,  Pommewater  Sweeting,  Honey  Sweeting,  Roxbury 
Russet,  Baldwin,  John  Quin,  Spitzenburg,  R.  I.  Greening,  Black  Gil- 
liflower, (there  are  at  least  3  varieties  of  Apples  going  by  this  name, 
the  Crow  Egg,  which  is  the  smallest,  the  true  Black  Gilliflower,  and 
a  third,  name  not  known,  which  is  the  largest  of  the  three,)  Hub. 
Nonsuch,  Lyscom,  and  a  Nameless  Winter  Sweeting,  (a  very  valuable 
kind.) 
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Joshua  Porter,  N.  Brookfield.  Pears — Marie  Louise,  St.  Michael, 
Nameless.  Peaches — Selby's  Melocoton,  (a  very  valuable  late  Peach, 
of  first  rate  flavor,)  Lemon  Seedling.  Grapes — Very  beautiful  and 
large  clusters  of  Sicily  (Sweetwater.) 

Joseph  Doane,  N.  Brookfield.  Apples — Sweet  and  Roxbury  Rus- 
sets, Black  Gilliflower,  Lyscom.  Pears — Seckel,  (possessing  in  a 
high  degree,  "  the  dangerous  gift  of  beauty.") 

John  Milton  Earle,  Worcester.  Pears — Rushmore's  Bon  Chretien, 
Bartlett,  Surpasse  Virgalieu,  Henry  IV,  (a  great  and  early  bearer, 
and  of  very  good  flavor,)  Fulton,  Chaumontelle,  Bleecker's  Meadow, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Passe  Colmar,  Andrews, 
striped  Long  Green,  Brown  Beurre,  Marie  Louise,  Easter  Beurre, 
Winter  Pear,  and  one  Russet  variety  without  a  name. 

Peaches — Crawford's  Late  Melocoton,  Beer's  Late  Rareripe,  Mor- 
ris's White  Rareripe,  Red  Cheek  Melocoton,  Blood  Freestone,  Striped 
Blood,  Late  White  Rareripe,  Perdrigon,  Late  Seedling. 

Plums — Blue  Imperatrice,  French  Prune,  St.  Catherine,  Semiana. 

Apples — Nameless,  (a  very  valuable  new  variety,  brought  into  the 
market  from  Boylston.  It  is  now  in  eating.  It  is  very  large,  resem- 
bling the  Lyscom  in  appearance,  but  is  a  sprightlier  and  finer  fruit. 
It  is  understood  to  have  originated  in  Sterling.) 

Tomatoes — Peach,  and  Cherry. 

Henry  Deland,  North  Brookfield.  Apples — 20  Ounce,  Baldwin. 
Pears — Napoleon,  (very  large  and  fine  sample.) 

A.  W.  Bartlett,  North  Brookfield.  Apples—Yellow  Bellflower, 
(fine.) 

Oliver  F.  Harris,  Worcester.    Ox  Apples. 

E.  F.  Dixie,  Worcester.  Mr.  Dixie  exhibited  very  fine  specimens 
of  different  kinds  of  Fruit,  but  as  they  were  not  entered  upon  the 
Society's  Books,  the  Committee  are  not  able  to  specify  all  of  them. 
Mr.  D.  has  distinguished  himself,  horticulturally,  by  his  success  in 
the  production  of  fine  seedling  Peaches.  His  "Eureka"  (seedling,} 
which  ripened  the  latter  part  of  August,  was  pronounced  by  hundreds 
of  good  judges  to  be  one  of  the  largest,  and  altogether  the  most  showy 
and  beautiful  Peach  of  its  season  that  they  had  ever  seen. 

Of  the  fine,  large  and  excellent  Seedlings,  presented  by  him  at  the 
late  Exhibition  the  Committee  pronounced  the  '  Bon  Homme'  very 
good,  '  General  Taylor'  (which  was  downy-coated  and  "Rough  and 
Ready"  to  be  eaten)  a  leetle  better,  £  Napoleon,'  best  of  all. 

S.  R.  Johnson,  Charlestown.  Mr.  J.'s  Fruit  was  not  entered  on 
the  Records.    A  Pear  of  his  labeled  '  Urbaniste'  is  the  i  Croft  Castle.' 

Denny  Eager,  Northboro'.  Peaches — very  large  Clingstones.  Mr. 
E.'s  Fruit  is  also  not  recorded. 

We  have  thus  endeavored  to  give  a  faithful  detail  of  the 
Pomology  of  Worcester  County,  so  far  as  it  was  represented 
at  the  recent  Exhibition. 

The  omissions — what  few  there  may  be,  are  of  those  con- 
tributions which,  in  the  hurried  doings  of  the  day,  were  not 
registered  in  the  Books  of  the  Society. 
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Having  bestowed  much  careful  labor  upon  this  Report,  we 
indulge  the  hope  that  it  contains  no  inexcusable  errors. 

If  it  be  of  objectionable  length,  the  writer  would  plead 
in  extenuation,  that,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee,  his  own  plan  would  have  been  to  no- 
tice only  the  New  Fruits,  and  those  valuable  Old  Varieties 
which  were  either  excellent  samples  in  their  kind,  or  of  a 
quality  entitling  them  to  be  more  extensively  known  and 
disseminated. 

The  gentlemen,  and  especially  the  few  ladies,  whose 
Fruits  and  Flowers  served  to  constitute  this  splendid  Exhibi- 
tion, will  accept  our  own  and  the  Society's  thanks,  that  they 
have  manifested  such  an  interest  in  pursuits  which  the 
Almighty  deemed  the  most  befitting  to  the  dignity  of  His 
own  first  created  Image.  May  they  all,  for  long  happy  years 
to  come,  enjoy  the  Oriental  blessing,  'to  sit  under  their  own 
Vines  and  Fruit  trees  with  none  to  make  them  afraid!' 

But  Fruits,  and  those  who  cultivate  them,  have  alike  their 
appointed  time  of  existence,  and,  there  being  nothing  to  ex- 
empt this  Report  from  the  common  destiny  of  all  sublunary 
things,  the  Committee  'hold  their  peace.' 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  JAaUES,/or  the  Committee  on  Fruits. 


Report  on  Flowers. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  special  exam- 
ination of  the  Flowers  at  the  Annual  Examination,  respect- 
fully Report, 

That  the  kindness  and  success  of  our  friends  furnished  a 
beautiful  display,  such  as  could  hardly  have  been  expected  at 
this  somewhat  unpromising  season.  Arranged,  as  they  were, 
tastefully  in  the  Hall,  they  deserved  and  attracted  general 
admiration. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  D.  Waldo  Lincoln  for  displays  of 
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Roses  and  Verbenas,  to  Messrs.  J.  M.  Earle,  Taft  Foster, 
M.  B.  Green,  C.  Harris,  W.  C.  Barbour,  and  J.  W.  Lincoln 
for  Dahlias ;  to  Col.  Davis,  and  Mr.  O.  A.  Ramsay,  for  plants 
growing  in  pots ;  to  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital  for  Verbenas, 
and  to  Mrs.  Wheeler,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  G.  Paine,  Mr. 
Frederic  W.  Paine,  Mr.  G.  T.  Rice,  Mr.  Joshua  Porter  of 
North  Brookfield,  Mr.  J.  F.  Allen,  Mr.  S.  H.  Colton,  and 
several  of  those  whom  we  have  already  named,  for  beautiful 
Boquets  of  cut  Flowers,  tastefully  arranged.  We  are  unable 
to  enumerate  other  contributors,  who  sent  their  offerings 
without  mentioning  their  own  names,  but  we  are  none  the 
less  indebted  to  them. 

The  dryness  of  the  past  season  has  proved  unfavorable  to 
the  full  development  of  the  Dahlia,  and  the  beautiful  speci- 
mens which  we  examined  were  to  be  considered  as  the  re- 
sults of  unusual  care.  The  lateness  of  the  season,  in  which 
no  frost  has  as  yet  been  severe  enough,  in  our  neighborhood, 
to  cut  down  the  Dahlias,  gave  so  much  additional  attraction 
to  the  display  of  Flowers,  that  we  had  little  right  to  com- 
plain that  they  were  not  more  or  finer.  We  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  examining  many  new  varieties,  produced  this  year  for 
the  first  time  in  our  vicinity.  And  we  are  sure  that  amateur 
cultivators  must  have  seen,  how  much  higher  return  they 
receive  for  their  labor,  if  in  the  outset  they  will  secure  choice 
plants  o&  tubers,  than  if  they  carelessly  plant  any  which  may 
come  in  their  way.  The  care  which  any  Dahlia  requires  for 
a  fair  display  of  its  qualities,  is  thrown  away  on  the  inferior 
sorts  but  amply  repaid  in  the  culture  of  the  better  varieties. 
And  the  labors  of  the  Florist  in  the  production  of  new  Dahlias, 
do  not  seem  thus  far  to  have  reached  their  ultimatum.  Many 
of  the  newer  varieties,  are  in  shape  and  color,  decidedly  more 
delicate  and  beautiful  than  those  already  well  known. 

The  very  beautiful  displays  of  Verbenas,  arranged  with 
great  success  so  as  to  show  to  full  advantage  their  varied  and 
beautiful  tints  attracted  the  admiration  of  all  our  friends.  A 
flower,  of  so  easy  culture  and  of  such  great  beauty  and  variety, 
will  be  more  and  more  generally  raised  from  year  to  year, 
and  we  were  highly  pleased  to  see  the  care  which  had  been 
taken  in  the  introduction  of  new  varieties,  some  of  which  are 
of  rare  beauty.  Mr.  Lincoln  produced  a  new  seedling  which 
will  become  a  general  favorite.  This  gentleman  furnished 
almost  all  the  display  of  these  flowers.  The  Hospital  gar- 
dens also  favored  us  with  some  pretty  specimens. 

The  last  Roses  of  Summer,  although  all  from  one  contribu- 
tor, Mr.  Lincoln,  were  in  great  variety,  and  added  greatly  to 
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the  beauty  of  the  exhibition.  We  cannot  but  express  a  wish 
that  the  culture  by  Amateur  Gardeners  of  the  delicate  and 
half  hardy  Roses  were  more  general.  No  one  who  saw  the 
beautiful  display  at  our  Exhibition  failed  to  praise  them  and 
enjoy  them.  And  the  slight  extra  care  which  they  require3 
for  preservation  through  the  winter,  is,  surely,  only  another 
reason  for  valuing  their  beauty;  and  should  not  be  made  the 
excuse  for  neglecting  their  culture. 

The  cut  flowers  arranged  in  bouquets  were  of  great  variety 
and  beauty.  We  notice  a  full  number  of  new  faces,  whom 
we  are  glad  to  welcome  into  the  already  approved  galaxy  of 
our  autumn  beauties.  Gaillardia  bicolor,  from  Mr.  Frederic 
W.  Paine,  blossoms  the  first  summer,  so  that  the  careful 
gardener  need  hardly  regret  that  it  does  not  bear  our  winters. 
The  Canary  bird  Flower  (Tropseolum  Peregrinum,)  is  more 
frequent  than  ever  in  our  gardens,  and  with  other  delicate 
vines.  Basellce,  Maurandyoe,  Fumariae,  give  great  lightness 
and  delicacy  to  our  autumn  bouquets,  relieving  them  of  that 
stiffness  which  their  firm  stems  and  high  colors  would  give 
them.  A  fine  dish  of  Tropaeolag,  or  Nasturtius  of  several  va- 
rieties, from  Mr.  Paine's  garden,  attracted  general  admiration. 

Among  a  few  asters,  were  some  of  great  beauty.  We  had 
but  few  pansies,  but  those  were  so  delicate  that  we  wished 
such  successful  florists  had  sent  us,  more.  One  or  two  fine 
cactus  blossoms,  and  some  cacti  in  pots  were  agreeable  me- 
mentoes of  the  most  beautiful  families  of  the  vegetable  inmates 
of  our  winter  homes.  Some  very  fine  pot  plants  of  large  size 
and  great  beauty  added  to  the  attractions  of  the  collection. 

Your  Committee  hardly  regret  that  the  exhibition  took 
place  at  a  season  of  the  year  when  the  varieties  of  flowers 
would  naturally  be  quite  small.  The  successful  gardener 
constantly  keeps  in  bloom,  at  his  side,  some  species  of  these 
beautiful  and  inspiring  friends.  When  he  bids  good-by  for 
a  year  to  any  favorite,  he  takes  care  to  have  another  ready  to 
fill  the  place  which  has  been  left  vacant.  And  on  whatever  day 
of  the  year  he  is  called  upon,  to  display  the  delicate  and  won- 
derful beauty  of  these  his  chosen  companions  he  has  collect- 
ed at  hand,  a  sufficient  variety  from  the  myriads  of  the  whole 
world,  which  is  open  for  him  to  cull  from.  The  gardens  of 
Worcester  County  have  shown  us  this  year  that  they  know 
how  to  keep  up  thus  a  perpetual  spring. 

EDWARD  E.  HALE,  Chairman, 
M.  B.  GREEN, 
R.  WOODWARD. 

October  9,  1846. 
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VII.    PROSPECTIVE  OPERATIONS. 

Hitherto  the  Society's  Exhibitions  have  been  held  at  so 
late  a  season  of  the  year,  as  to  exclude  all  the  fruits  and 
flowers  of  Summer,  and  nearly  all  the  flowers  of  Autumn. 
They  have  been,  of  necessity,  exhibitions  of  Fruits  and  Vege- 
tables, almost  exclusively. 

Nor  have  the  Society,  as  yet,  proposed  any  premiums,*  or 
held  out  any  other  inducement  whatever,  to  encourage  the 
contributions  of  articles  for  exhibition.  The  Halls  in  which 
their  Fairs  have  been  held,  have  been  such  as — and  where — 
they  could  procure.  The  Trustees  and  other  officers,  the 
Committees  of  Arrangements  and  of  Examinations,  have  gra- 
tuitously, discharged  their  onerous  duties.  The  elaborate 
Reports — full  of  irksome  labor — have  been  written  by  the 
careful  pens  of  men,  whose  time  was  quite  as  valuable,  as 
that  of  the  readers  who  complained'of  their  prolixity. 

Notwithstanding,  the  Society  has  been  prosperous,  won- 
derfully prosperous.  Aside  from  the  only  donation  it  ever 
received — that  of  the  late  Hon.  Daniel  Waldo — its  own  oper- 
ations have  brought  home  to  its  Treasury,  some  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars — averaging  two  hundred  dollars  (including  inter- 
est) for  each  year  of  its  existence. 

Its  Exhibitions,  too,  each  clothing  itself  with  additional 
excellencies  over  its  predecessor,  have  been  the  Admiration 
and  the  astonishment,  of  the  thousands  who  have  visited 
them,  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Until  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  in  May  next, 
the  definite  plan  of  its  future  operations  can  hardly  be  marked 
out.  We  may,  nevertheless,  throw  out  a  few  disconnected 
hints — mere  shapeless  shadows  of  the  things  which  are  to 
come. 

The  Society  have  leased  a  new  and  beautiful  Hall,  in  the 

*  At  the  first  Exhibition,  a  few  nominal  Premiums  were  adjudged. 
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Waldo  block,  upon  Main  Street,  and  they  will  have  exclusive 
control  of  this  their  Hall  of  Exhibition. 

It  is  in  contemplation  also,  to  hold  several  exhibitions, 
during  the  Summer  and  Autumn,  and,  perhaps,  one  or  two 
in  the  Winter. 

To  enhance  the  interest  in  these  Exhibitions,  Premiums 
will  be  awarded — to  members  of  the  Society  only — for  such 
articles  as  may  be  of  deserving  excellence. 

As  the  operations  of  the  Society  become  more  extensive, 
its  Transactions,  embracing  the  correspondence  of  its  Mem- 
bers, Reports  of  its  Committees,  its  plans  for  future  proceed- 
ings, and  whatever  else  may  be  deemed  of  interest,  will  from 
time  to  time  be  published. 

The  Society  was  incorporated  "for  the  purpose  of  advanc- 
ing the  science  and  improving  the  practice  of  Horticulture." 
Now  Horticulture,  like  other  sciences,  has  two  forms ;  it  is 
theoretical  and  practical,  speculative  and  operative,  and  it  la- 
bors in  two  fields,  the  ornamental  and  the  useful.  The  So- 
ciety will  endeavor  to  take  a  right  view  of  these  things ;  and 
while  it  listens  with  a  willing  ear  to  the  arguments  of  theory, 
and  the  suggestions  of  speculation  ;  while  it  neglects  nothing 
which  may  encourage  a  refined  taste  for  the  beautiful  with- 
in its  province,  its  attention  will  be  chiefly  devoted  to  that 
which  is  useful.  And  it  will  be  the  object  of  the  Society — 
whenever  it  may  be  practicable — to  accomplish  these  pur- 
poses by  one  and  the  same  movement. 

Worcester  County  possesses  resources,  not  only  undevelop- 
ed, but  scarcely  even  dreamt  of.  There  is  no  better  orchard- 
ing country  on  the  earth  than  the  hills  among  which  our  lot 
is  cast.  In  all  foreign  countries,  there  exists  a  demand  for 
our  winter  fruits  which  our  utmost  efforts  will  long  fail  to 
supply : — We  say  our  winter  fruits,  for  it  is  a  conceded  point 
'that  the  New  England  Apples  are  among  the  best  flavoied  of 
any  grown  in  the  world.  Now,  is  it  not  in  our  power  and  in 
that  of  the  generation  which  may  succeed  us,  to  make  the 
orchard-lands  of  our  county  and  State  valuable  like  the 
wheat-fields  of  Ohio,  or  the  rich  cotton-grounds  of  the  South, 
so  that  the  ruddy-cheeked   Baldwin,  and  the  Dix  and 


TRANSACTIONS,  &c. 


71 


d^Aremburg  Pears  may  take  their  easily  attainable  rank  among 
our  chief  articles  of  New  England  exportation. 

But  to  contract  our  views  somewhat.  We  have,  in  our 
numerous  growing  manufacturing  villages,  a  home-market 
for  all  the  varieties  of  fruits  of  all  the  seasons  of  the  year. 
Now  we  undertake  to  say — not  expecting  to  be  contradicted 
— that  there  are  large  tracts  of  country  in  New  England, 
which,  once  converted  into  orcharding  and  judiciously  man- 
aged, might  be  made  to  bring  in  an  income,  from  his  home 
market  alone,  such  that  the  price  of  these  lands  should  never 
fall  below  five  hundred  dollars  per  acre,  so  long  as  trees 
should  continue  to  grow,  and  rivulets  be  compelled  to  work 
their  way  to  the  ocean. 

But  we  will  read  upon  another  page  of  the  future.  Worces- 
ter and  Worcestershire  are  prosperous  places  in  the  world. 
Wealth  is  increasing,  taste  is  improving — there  will  be  a  de- 
mand for  the  products  of  the  green-house  and  the  flower 
garden. 

Once  more — let  us  cease  to  speak  the  mere  unadorned 
dialect  of  utilitarianism.  The  heart  of  every  true  patriot 
ought  to  be  moved  with  gratitude  to  Heaven,  that  there  is 
diffusing  itself,  among  the  people  of  this  proud  land,  an  earn- 
est desire  for  mutual  improvement  in  all  that  adorns  and  era- 
belishes  rural  life. 

Our  limits  compel  us  to  speak  in  disjointed  phrase.  We 
simply  add  that  the  labors  of  the  Horticultural  Society  will, 
unquestionably,  encourage  the  developement  of  the  compara- 
tively neglected  resources  of  which  we  have  spoken  above  ; 
and  they  will  also,  as  unquestionably,  impart  a  healthful  vigor 
to  those  rational  tastes,  those  heaven-approving  impulses, 
which  1  speak  like  sybils  of  the  future,'  of  that  coming  time 
when  the  wolf  and  the  lamb,  the  leopard  and  the  kid,  t he 
calf  and  the  young  lion,  shall  dwell  happily  together  with  the 
created  image  of  God,  in  a  world  of  universal  peace ! 
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VIII.    CONDITIONS  AND  ADVANTAGES 

or 

MEMBERSHIP. 

By  a  vote,  passed  at  the  last  annual  meeting — May  13th, 
1846 — the  payment  of  the  sum  of  three  dollars  into  the 
Treasury,  constitutes  a  person  a  life-member  of  the  Society. 
These  are — or  rather  this  is  the  only  condition  of  member- 
ship. In  the  earlier  stages  of  the  Society,  the  fee  of  member- 
ship had  been  but  one  dollar.  But  as  the  members  of  the 
Society  are  the  joint  proprietors  of  its  growing  funds,  the 
justice  of  the  recent  enhancement  of  this  fee  will  appear 
manifest. 

But  what  does  one  get  in  return  for  the  three  dollars  which 
he  puts  into  the  funds  of  this  Society  ? 

We  answer  interrogatively.  What  does  one  get  for  the 
shade-tree  that  he  plants  by  the  waysides  of  public  travel  ? 
What  does  one  get  for  his  free  contributions  towards  im- 
proving the  public  grounds  or  the  public  buildings  of  the 
town  of  his  residence  ?  Such  questions  might  be  proposed 
to  an  almost  endless  extent.  The  reply  to  them  air  is  short 
and  simple.  The  compensation  for  such  expenditures  comes 
not  back  in  the  form  of  "  filthy  lucre,"  but  in  what  is  far 
nobler — the  proud  consciousness  of  having  done  something, 
— no  matter  if  it  be  trivial — something  to  adorn  and  improve 
the  land  of  our  birth, — something,  if  only  as  a  drop  of  rain 
helps  to  fill  the  sea,  that  will  make  mankind,  better  and  the 
world  happier.  Such  writing  may  be  denounced  as  a  sort  of 
diseased  poetry ;  but,  after  all,  this  is  the  reason,  and  the 
strong  reason,  why  every  true  man  and  every  true  woman 
too,  in  the  county,  should  come  into  our  Association. 

A  second  inducement  to  becoming  a  member,  is  that 
membership  confers  upon  every  one  an  equal  right,  by  his 
vote,  to  control  the  operations  of  the  Society. 
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A  third  reason.  The  members  of  the  Society  have  free 
admission  to  all  its  exhibitions.  This  alone  is  a  no  small 
privilege,  when  one  takes  into  account  the  amount  of  val- 
uable information  which  may  be  derived  from  a  careful 
examination  of  the  numerous  specimens  of  fruits  and  flowers 
that  will  be  brought  to  these  exhibitions. 

A  fourth  reason.  Access  to  the  Society's  Library,  which 
will  be  yearly  increasing  in  value. 

A  fifth  inducement  to  join  the  Society  is,  that  its  Premi- 
ums will  be  awarded  only  to  the  members. 

And  now,  if  there  be  any  one  who  thinks  lightly  of  these 
personal  advantages,  let  him  look  at  the  good  which  the 
Society  has  already  done,  and  the  greater  good  which  it 
promises  to  do,  and  then, — if  not  for  himself, — for  the  bene- 
fit of  others,  he  may  be  induced  to  place  his  name  upon  the 
list  of  its  members.  In  the  language  of  the  motto  of  the  Old 
Colony  escutcheon,  we  would  politely  and  yet  earnestly 
invite  all  who  may  feel,  or  may  wish  to  feel,  an  interest  in 
these  things  to 

"Come  Over  and  Help  Us." 
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IX.    OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS 

OF  THE 

WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 


OFFICERS 

Elected  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  May  13M,  1846. 

ISAAC  DAVIS,  President. 

ISAAC  SOUTH  GATE,  ) 

WILLIAM  WORKMAN,  V  Vice  Presidents. 

ASA  H.  WATERS,  ) 

SAMUEL  F.  HAVEN,  Recording  Secretary. 

JOHN  M.  EARLE,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

FRED.  WM.  PAINE,  Treasurer. 

ANTHONY  CHASE,  *Librarian. 


TRUSTEES 


C.  W.  Fox-bush, 
Joseph  A.  Denny, 
Silas  Allen, 
Daniel  Tenney, 
Edwin  Conant, 
Clarendon  Harris, 
Daniel  W.  Lincoln, 


Grafton. 
Leicester. 
Shrewsbury. 
Sutton. 
Worcester. 


Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Worcester. 
William  N.  Green,  " 
Edward  Earle,  " 
And  the  President,  Vice  Presi- 
dents, Secretaries  and  Treas- 
urer, ex  officio. 


OFFICERS 

OF     T  H  £ 

WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY, 
From  its  formation  in  1840  to  the  12th  of  May,  1847. 
This  mark  (*)  is  prefixed  to  the  names  of  those  who  are  deceased. 
PRESIDENTS. 

FROM  TO 

1840  John  Green.  1844 
1844    Isaac  Davis. 

*No  Librarian  has  been  chosen  before  this  year. 
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VICE  PRESIDENTS 


1840  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  Stephen  Salisbury.  1841 

1841  Anthony  Chase,  A.  D.  Foster.  1842 

1842  Anthony  Chase,  Isaac  Southgate,  *  George  B.  Slater.  1843 

1843  Isaac  Davis,  Isaac  Southgate,  Asa  H.  Waters.  1844 

1844  Isaac  Southgate,  William  Workman,  Asa  H.  Waters. 


RECORDING-  SECRETARIES. 

1840  Benjamin  Haywood,  L.  L.  Lincoln,  J.  C.  B.  Davis. 

1841  S.  F.  Haven. 


1841 


CORRESPONDING  SECRETARIES. 

1840  *  William  Lincoln,  Joseph  Sargent.  1841 

1841  S.  F.  Haven,  1842 

1842  Joseph  Sargent.  1843 

1843  Anthony  Chase.  1844 

1844  John  Milton  Earle. 

TREASURER. 

1840    Frederic  W.  Paine. 


TRUSTEES. 

The  President,  Vice  Presidents,  Secretaries,  and  Treasurer  are, 
by  the  Constitution,  ex  officio  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

1  8  4  0. 


See  "  Origin  of  the  Society." 


18  4  1. 

Edmund  F.  Dixie,  Worcester. 

Clarendon  Harris,  " 

Daniel  W.  Lincoln,  " 
George  W.  Richardson,  " 

Joseph  Sargent,  " 

1  8  4  2. 

Timothy  W.  Bancroft,  Worcester. 

Edwin  Conant,  " 

E.  F.  Dixie,  " 

Clarendon  Harris,  " 

Daniel  W.  Lincoln,  " 

Joseph  A.  Denny,  Leicester. 

George  Denny,  Westboro\ 

Calvin  W.  Forbush,  Grafton. 
*  Henry  Snow,  Shreivsbury. 

Asa  H.  Waters,  Millbury. 


1  8  43. 
Edwin  Conant, 


Worcester. 


E.  F.  Dixie, 
William  N.  Green, 
Clarendon  Harris, 
Daniel  W.  Lincoln, 
Joseph  A.  Denny, 

C.  W.  Forbush, 
Cyrus  Holbrook, 
*  Henry  Snow, 
Daniel  Tenney, 

18  4  4 
Edwin  Conant, 
E.  F.  Dixie, 
Edward  Earle, 
William  N.  Green, 
Clarendon  Harris, 

D.  W.  Lincoln, 
Joseph  A.  Denny, 
C.  W.  Forbush, 
Cyrus  Holbrook, 
Daniel  Tenney, 


Worcester. 


Leicester. 
Grafton. 
Sterling. 
Shrewsbury. 
Sutton. 


Worcester. 


Leicester. 
Grafton. 
Sterling. 
Sutton. 
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18  45 
Edwin  Conant, 
E.  F.  Dixie, 
Edward  Earle, 
William  N.  Green, 
Clarendon  Harris, 
D.  W.  Lincoln, 


Worcester. 


Joseph  A.  Denny,  Leicester, 

C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton. 

Daniel  Tenney,  Sutton. 

Henry  S.  Wheaton,  Dudley. 

1  8  4  6. 

See  "  Officers  "  for  that  year. 


MEMBERS 


WORCESTER    COUNTY    HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 


Richard  W.  Adams,  Worcester. 

Paine  Aldrich,  " 

Willard  E.  Allen,  « 

George  Allen,  " 

Charles  Allen,  « 

Samuel  Allen,  " 

James  F.  Allen,  " 

J.  M.  C.  Armsby,  " 
Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury. 

L.  S.  Allen,  " 

Asa  H.  Allen,  " 
Joseph  Allen,  Northboro\ 

Timothy  W.  Bancroft,  Worcester. 

Tobias  Boland,  " 

William  M.  Bickford,  " 

Lewis  Bigelow,  " 

Osgood  Bradley,  " 

George  Bowen,  " 

Samuel  M.  Burnside,  " 

Charles  P.  Bancroft,  " 
A.  H.  Bulloch, 

Albert  Brown,  " 

Ira  M.  Barton,  " 

William  Brown,  " 

William  C.  Barbour,  " 

Oliver  Blood,  « 

Joseph  Boyden,  " 

Ebenezer  L.  Barnard,  " 

Ebenezer  H.  Bowen,  " 

Thomas  Bottomly,  " 

Walter  Bigelow,  jr.,  " 


Richard  Ball,  Worcester. 

Stephen  Bartlett,  « 

William  Barrows,  " 

John  G.  Burbank,  " 

George  A.  Bates,  " 

Charles  Bowen,  " 

Walter  Bigelow,  u 

Moses  T.  Breck,  " 

Benjamin  Buffum,  " 

Zebina  E.  Berry,  " 

Henry  G.  Bates,  « 

Dwight  Biscoe,  Leicester. 

Artemas  Barrows,  " 

Booth  Bottomly,  « 

Luke  Brummett,  " 

John  Brooks,  Princeton. 

Thomas  S.  Banks,  Broohline. 

John  Boynton,  Templeton. 

Charles  D.  Bowman,  Oxford. 
John  Boyd,  Shrewsbury. 

Ellis  Burt,  Douglas. 

Elkanan  Batcheller,  Sutton. 
Joseph  Bowman,  Nevj  Braintree. 

D.  Ball,  Spencer. 

Thomas  C.  Biscoe,  Grafton. 

J.  M.  Bates,  Barre. 

Pliny  H.  Babbitt,  « 

John  F.  Clark,  Worcester. 

George  Chandler,  " 

Benjamin  N.  Childs,  " 

Samuel  H.  Colton,  " 
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Anthony  Chase, 
Lewis  Chapin, 
Thomas  Chamberlin, 
Cyrus  Chickering, 
H.  H.  Chamberlin, 
William  Coe, 
Edwin  Conant, 
Charles  P.  Chapin, 
Horace  Chenery, 
Loring  Coes, 
D.  B.  Comins, 
T.  M.  Chaffin, 
Tyler  P.  Curtis, 
Henry  Chapin, 
Jonathan  Cutting, 
John  Clapp, 
William  C.  Capron, 
Edmund  F.  Dixie, 
John  Davis, 
Joseph  A.  Denny, 
William  A.  Draper, 
Enos  Dorr, 
Lorenzo  Darling, 
William  Dickinson, 
Isaac  Davis, 
Francis  H.  Dewey, 
John  C.  B.  Davis, 
Levi  A.  Dowley, 
George  C.  Davis, 
Nathan  Daniel, 
Nathaniel  P.  Denny, 
Henry  A.  Denny, 
George  Denny, 
Harvey  Dodge, 
Simeon  A.  Drake, 
Alexander  DeWitt,^ 
James  Estabrook, 
Edward  Earle, 
John  Milton  Earle, 
Joseph  Eastbrook, 
John  F.  Edwards, 
Alfred  D.  Foster, 
Maturin  L.  Fisher, 
Lemuel  J.  Fox, 
David  Flagg, 
Samuel  B.  Foster, 
William  B.  Fox, 
Joel  Flagg, 
Hiram  French, 
Benjamin  Flagg, 


Worcester. 


Templeton. 
Leicester. 
Uxbridge. 
Worcester. 


Boston. 
Northboro\ 
Leicester. 


Westboro\ 
Sutton. 
Sturbridge. 
Oxford. 
Worcester. 


Roycdston. 

Boston. 
Worcester. 

a 
u 
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Calvin  W.  Forbush,  Grafton. 

Curtis  Forbush,  " 

Dana  H.  Fitch,  Leicester. 

Abijah  Flagg,  Boylston. 

Stephen  Flagg,  " 
Benjamin  Flagg,  Shreivsbury. 

Jonathan  Forbush,  Boston. 

Orrin  Fairbanks,  Westboro'. 

*Hiram  Gould,  Worcester. 

Erasmus  Gould,  " 

John  Green,  " 
Frederick  W.  Greenleaf,  " 

*E.  D.  Goodenow,  « 

Henry  Goulding,  " 

Simon  S.  Gates,  u 

William  Greenleaf,  " 

Frederick  W.  Gale,  « 

J.  A.  Gilbert,  « 

Jolm  Gates,  " 

Isaac  Goddard,  " 

S.  B.  I.  Goddard,  " 

James  Green,  " 

William  N.  Green,  " 

Peregrine  B.  Gilbert,  " 

M.  B.  Green,  « 

Samuel  F.  Green,  u 

Jesse  W.  Goodrich,  a 

Wilkes  Gay,  " 

William  Goss,  Millbury. 

W.  R.  Hooper,  Worcester. 

Nathan  Heard,  " 

Daniel  Haywood,  " 
Benjamin  F.  Haywood,  " 

Samuel  F.  Haven,  " 

S.  A.  Howland,  « 

*  Samuel  Harrington,  " 

Clarendon  Harris,  " 

Henry  J.  Howland,  " 

William  Hovey,  " 

S.  W.  Hunt,  « 

Alonzo  Hill,  " 

Charles  A.  Hamilton,  " 

Charles  Hadwin,  " 

Henry  P.  Howe,  " 

John  Hammond,  " 
Francis  Harrington,  jr.,  u 

R.  L.  Hawes,  " 

R.  B.  Hubbard,  « 
Charles  H.  Hill, 

Charles  P.  Hitchcock,  " 


78 


TRANSACTIONS,  &c. 


Samuel  D.  Harding,  Worcester. 

Samuel  Hathaway,  Boston. 

Samuel  Heard,  Leicester. 

H.  G.  Henshaw,  " 

Cheney  Hatch,  " 

Luther  Haven,  " 
Amory  Hunting,  Providence,  P.  I. 
Abner  Harlow,  Shrewsbury. 

Lemuel  B.  Hap  good,  " 

Cyrus  Holbrook,  Sterling. 

Stephen  Harrington,  Millbury. 

D.  B.  Harrington,  " 

Moses  Hale,  Harvard. 

William  Hall,  Sutton. 

Augustus  Haywood,  Grafton. 

C.  C.  P.  Hastings,  Mendon. 

*    Washington  Hill,  Spencer. 
George  W.  Hartwell,  Oxford. 

Amory  Holman,  Bolton. 

*Asa  T.  Johnson,  Worcester. 

George  Jaques,  " 

Oliver  Johnson,  Sterling. 
Joshua  Johnson,  jr.,  Northboro\ 

John  P.  Kettell,  Worcester. 

F.  H.  Kinnicutt,  " 

Thomas  Kinnicutt,  ,  " 

Joseph  G.  Kendall,  " 

Timothy  Keith,  " 

Jonathan  H.  Knights,  " 

Samuel  A.  Knox,  Grafton. 
H.  R.  Keith, 

Horace  Knights,  Leicester. 

*  William  Lincoln,  Worcester. 

Daniel  W.  Lincoln,  " 

Levi  Lincoln,  " 

John  W.  Lincoln,  " 

William  Leggate,  " 

Ansell  Lakin,  u 

Joseph  Lovell,  jr.,  " 

Samuel  S.  Leonard,  u 

Joshua  W.  Leland,  " 

Edward  W.  Lincoln,  " 

Warren  Lazel,  " 

J.  Q.  Lamb,  Leicester. 

John  Lorinsr,  " 
H.  O.  Lamson,      JV.  Brookfield. 

James  Leach,  Wesiboro*. 

Alpheus  Merrifield,  Worcester. 

Francis  T.  Merrick,  " 
H>  W.  Miller, 


David  S.  Messenger,  Worcester. 

F.  N.  Merrifield,  " 

L.  L.  Mason,  " 

William  G.  Maynard,  " 

Adolphus  Morse,  " 

James  C.  Morse,  M 

A.  M.  Merrifield,  " 

Samuel  May,  jr.,  Leicester, 

David  T.  Moore,,  Boylston. 
HoraceMcFarland,  Framingham. 

Jonathan  H.  Moore,  Charlton. 

Isaac  S.  Merriam,  Auburn. 

James  McClellan,  Sutton. 

Henry  K.  Newcomb.  Worcester 

Jonathan  Nelson,  " 

Rejoice  Newton,  " 

Dennis  Newton,  " 

Charles  Nash,  " 

John  Nelson,  Leicester, 

E.  H.  Oliver,  Worcester. 

Fred.  W.  Paine,  Worcester. 

*  Henry  Paine,  " 

Gardiner  Paine,  " 

Charles  Paine,  " 

Joseph  Pratt,  " 

Moses  D.  Phillips,  « 

John  F.  Pond,  « 

J.  K.  L.  Pickford,  « 

Horatio  Phelps,  " 

J.  W.  Paine,  " 

Grenville  Parker,  " 

Samuel  Perry,  " 

John  Park,  « 

Jotham  B.  Pratt,  " 
S.  P.  Putnam,  Philadelphia^Penn. 

Joseph  L.  Partridge,  Leicester. 

John  Patrick,  Warren. 

Silas  Parmenter,  Westboro\ 
Henry  N.  Phelps,  JVorthboro\ 

Charles  A.  Pierce,  Grafton. 

George  T.  Rice,  Worcester. 
George  W.  Richardson,  " 

George  W.  Russell,  " 

Darius  Rice,  *' 

Josiah  Rice,  " 

Thomas  H.  Rice,  " 

Benjamin  Reed,  u 

Sewell  Rice,  " 

O.  A.  Ramsay,  " 

John  C.  Ripley,  " 
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Charles  D.  Robbins,  Worcester. 

Abram  G.  Randall,  Millbury. 
Abbott  B.  Rice,  Northboro\ 

Danforth  Rice,  Leicester. 

Edward  Rogers,  Webster. 

James  Shepherd,  Worcester. 

*  Chandler  Smith,  " 
David  D.  Stowell,  « 
Stephen  Salisbury,  " 
Seth  Sweetser,  " 
Daniel  Stone,  " 
Elijah  Stow,  « 
James  Shepherd,  jr.,  " 
Aaron  Stone,  jr.,  " 
*Leonard  W.  Stowell,  « 
Benjamin  F.  Stowell,  " 
Samuel  B.  Scott,  " 
Joseph  Sargent,  " 
Isaac  Southgate,  Leicester. 
Joseph  D.  Sargent,  " 
John  Sargent,  " 
Abijah  Stone,  " 
Homer  Sargent,  " 

*  George  B.  Slater,  Webster. 
Horatio  Slocumb,  Sutton. 
Jonas  L.  Sibley,  " 
*Henry  Snow,  Shrewsbury. 
I.  W.  Slocomb,  Grafton. 
Asa  F.  Smith,  " 
William  Sanford,       *  BoyJston. 
Joseph  Stone,  Westboro'. 
Charles  Southworth,  Northboro'. 
D.  B.  Sibley,  Millbury. 
Sullivan  Sumner,  Milford. 
Albert  Tolman,  Worcester. 
Benjamin  F.  Thomas,     *  " 
Nathaniel  Tead,  « 
Putnam  W.  Taft,  « 
Horatio  N.  Tower,  " 
George  C.  Taft,  " 


George  A.  Trumbull,  Worcester. 
Daniel  Tainter,  " 
Charles  Thurber,  Norwich. 
Daniel  Tenney,  Sutton. 
Samuel  Taylor,  " 
Joseph  Thayer,  Uxbridgc. 
*Bezaleel  Taft, 

Samuel  D.  Torrey,  Millbury. 
George  Upham,  Worcester. 
Bailies  Upham,  Leicester. 
Orrison  Underwood,  Milford. 
Ichabod  Washburn,  Worcester. 
William  Workman, 
William  A.  Wheeler 
*  Daniel  Waldo, 
Rufus  Woodward, 
James  White, 
Emory  Washburn, 
Fitzroy  Willard, 
Charles  H.  Whiting, 
S.  B.  Woodward,  Northampton 


Asa  H.  Waters, 
G.  W.  White, 
Alonzo  White, 
Horace  C.  Watson, 
Josephus  Woodcock, 
Lucius  Woodcock, 
Charles  White, 
Paul  Whitin, 
John  C.  Whitin, 
Jared  Weed, 
John  W.  Work, 
B.  D.  Whitney, 
B.  G.  Whiting, 
^Jonathan  D.  Wheeler 
Samuel  Wood, 
William  A.  Wheelock 
Henry  S.  Wheaton, 
Loring  Young-, 


Millbury. 
Boxboro\ 
Leicester. 


Northbridge. 


Petersham. 
Templeton. 

•  Boston 
Lunenburg. 
Grafton. 

U 

Oxford. 
Dudley. 
Leicester. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS. 


John  A.  Kenrick,  Newton. 

William  Kenrick,  " 

Samuel  Walker,  Roxbury. 

Marshall  P.  Wilder,  Dorchester. 

J.  L.  L.  F.  Warren,  Brighton. 


Francis  Winship,  Brighton. 
Jonathan  Winship,  " 
William  C.  Carter,  (of  the  Botan- 
ical Garden.)  Cambridge. 


CHAPTER  OF  ERRORS. 


Were  it  permitted  to  man  to  sail  oyer  again  the  sea  of  life,  who  has 
been  so  fortunate,  who  would  not  discover,  tossing  among  the  billows, 
the  fragments  of  many  a  good  intention  and  careful  plan  and  cunning 
scheme  and  supposed-to-have-been-corrected  error,  swept  from  his 
decks  by  the  maddening  fury  of  the  storm,  or  lost  overboard  in  the 
thoughtless  negligence  of  the  calm. 

"With  this  reflection — and  mindful  that  Criticism  can  show  mercy  ? 
that  Friendship  loves  to  overlook  a  neighbor's  wrong,  that  Indiffer- 
ence is  not  easily  disturbed,  and  that  Enmity  ought  to  forgive,  I  place 
before  the  reader  the  following  table  of 

ERRATA. 

Page  10,  line  1,  for  avvir,  read  avoir. 

"    10,    "    2,  for  purler,  read  parler. 

"    10,   "    3,  for  jardinomarrie,  read  jardinomanie. 

"  15,  "  3,  from  the  bottom  of  the  page,  for  the  incorrectly  print- 
ed French  " enfant  prodigue"*  read  infant  prodigy. 
This  error  belongs  partly  to  the  printer,  partly  to 
the  writer.  It  was  certainly  very  far  from  the  in- 
tention of  the  latter  to  compare  the  Society  to  the 
Prodigal  of  the  parable;  though  if  delicious  fruits 
may  be  termed  "riotous  living,"  the  analogy  can 
make  some  feeble  struggle  for  its  shadowy  existence. 

The  critical  reader  will,  no  doubt,  discover  many  a  blunder  of  the 
writer  and  perhaps  a  few  typographical  errors,  which  inability  or 
inadvertence  has  failed  to  correct.  For  these  we  can  only  plead 
human  frailty  and  forty  miles  distance  from  the  printer. 

*  The  phrase  intended  was  "  enfant  prodige," — wonderful  child — a  name  giv- 
en by  Dr.  Van  Mo-ns,  to  one  of  his  seedling  Pears.  The  mistake  of  a  single 
letter  gives  a  very  ludicrous  turn  to  the  sentence  in  which  it  occurs. 
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THE  WORCESTER  NURSERY 

Is  at  all  times  well  stocked  with  a  good  variety  of  Apples, 
Pears,  Plums,  Cherries,  Peaches,  Apricots,  Nectarines, 
Quinces,  English  Gooseberries,  Strawberries,  Dutch  Cur- 
rants, Raspberries,  Grape  Vines,  &c.  &c.  And  the  Proprie- 
tor of  this  Nursery  is  constantly  collecting  such  varieties  of  Fruits 
as  possess  superior  excellence  and  are  worthy  of  cultivation  in  this 
climate. 


ALSO  A  GREAT  VARIETY  OF 


Silver  Firs  and  other  Evergreens,  European  Mountain  Ash,  Horse 
Chestnuts,  Weeping  Willows,  Linden  and  Tulip  Trees,  Honeysuckles, 
and  most  other  varieties  suitable  to  this  latitude  and  esteemed  for 
their  beauty. 


A  FINE  COLLECTION  OF 

ROSES,  PEONIES,  BORDER  FLOWERS,  DAHLIAS,  &c. 
ASPARAGUS  ROOTS,  RHUBARB  or  PIE  PLANT,  &c. 
GARDEN  AND  FLOWER  SEEDS,  in  great  variety. 
BUDS  and  SCIONS  of  a  large  variety  of  choice  fruit. 

^  The  WORCESTER  NURSERY  is  situated  on  the  corner 
of  MAIN  and  AUSTIN  STREETS,  a  few  rods  South  of  the  Town 
Hall,  and  within  five  minutes'  walk  of  the  Rail  Road  Stations. 

Catalogues  will  be  furnished  to  all  who  apply. 

Orders  will  meet  with  careful  attention,  and  Trees,  Plants,  &c, 
packed  to  go  safely  any  distance. 

Address, 

SAMUEL  H.  COLTON, 

Worcester,  Mass. 
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WORCESTER  ASSOCIATION 

FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF  FRUIT. 

The  objects  of  the  Association,  [formed  September  30th,  1843,] 
are  to  afford  mutual  protection  to  the  members,  for  the  fruits  of  their 
gardens,  orchards,  nurseries,  and  other  grounds,  both  cultivated  and 
wild,  from  the  lawless  depredations  to  which  they  are  now  too  fre- 
quently subjected,  and  to  bring  to  justice  those  who  by  such  depreda- 
tions wilfully  violate  the  laws,  and  trespass  on  the  rights  of  their  fel- 
Ioav  citizens. 

Any  person  may  become  a  member  by  paying  $  1  to  the  Treasurer. 
John  W.  Lincoln,  is  President;  William  S.  Lincoln,  Sec- 
retary ;  Charles  A.  Hamilton,  Treasurer. 


BOOKS. 

Prince's  Treatise  on  Horticulture,  75  cents  ;  Prince's  Treatise  on 
the  Vine,  $1.50  ;  Prince's  Treatise  on  Fruits,  or  Pomological  Man- 
ual, containing  accurate  descriptions  in  detail  of  about  800  varieties 
of  Fruits,  in  2  vols.,  $2.00 ;  Prince's  Manual  of  Roses,  with  descrip- 
tions, culture,  &c,  cloth  bound,  75  cents. 

New  Catalogues,  with  reduced  prices,  which  are  distributed 
gratis,  on  application,  post  paid.  No.  1.  Descriptive  Catalogue  of 
Fruit  Trees,  Shrubs  and  Plants.  No.  2.  Hardy  Ornamental  Trees, 
Shrubs,  and  Plants.  The  two  preceding  are  now  united.  No.  3. 
Bulbous  and  Tuberous  rooted  Flowering  Plants,  Double  Dahlias,  &c. 
No.  4.  Greenhouse  Trees,  Shrubs  and  Plants.  No.  5.  American  In- 
digenous Trees,  Shrubs  and  Plants,  and  their  Seeds.  No.  6.  Garden, 
Agricultural  and  Flower  Seeds,  with  reduced  wholesale  prices.  No. 
7.  Do.  do.  do.  in  French.  No.  8.  Wholesale  Catalogue  of  Trees, 
Shrubs,  &c,  for  Nurseries  only.  No.  9.  Catalogue  of  Fruit  Trees, 
&c,  of  extra  large  size.  No.  10.  New  Descriptive  Catalogue  of 
Roses,  comprising  1600  varieties.  No.  11.  Supplementary  Catalogue 
of  New  Fruit  and  Ornamental  Trees,  &c. 

N.  B.  In  June,  1847,  we  will  publish  the  35^  edition  of  our  Cat- 
alogue on  an  enlarged  scale,  with  several  hundred  additional  varieties 
of  the  most  estimable  Fruits,  accompanied  by  very  precise  descrip- 
tions, and  a  greatly  increased  assortment  of  Ornamental  Trees,  Flow- 
ering Shrubs,  splendid  Roses,  Herbaceous  Plants,  &c.  They  will 
form  the  most  comprehensive  and  perfect  works  of  the  kind  ever  yet 
published,  and  replete  with  information.  Price  $1,  to  be  remitted, 
post  paid,  with  the  application. 

WM.  R.  PRINCE  &  Co. 

Prince's  Linnjean  Botanic  Garden  and  Nurseries,  Flushing,  Long 
Island,  near  New  York,  1847. 

WM.  R.  PRINCE  &  Co. 
Clark  &  Austin, -Agents,  205  Broadway,  New  York. 
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RUGGLES,  NOURSE  &  MASON, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

IMPLEMENTS  AND  TOOLS, 

WORCESTER,  MASS. 

AND  PROPRIETORS  OF 

ftUINCY  MALL 

Agricultural  Warehouse  and  Seed  Store, 

(over  the  market)  south  market  street,  boston. 

Where  they  offer  for  sale  the  largest  collection  of  farming  and  gar- 
dening Implements,  Machines,  and  Seeds  in  this  country. 

Being  themselves  manufacturers,  and  their  stock  embracing  Amer- 
ican and  European  Implements  and  Seeds,  and  the  latter  being  im- 
ported by  themselves,  they  are  enabled  to  offer  very  great  advanta- 
ges to  both  retail  and  wholesale  purchasers. 

Their  assortment  of  Seed  consists  of  every  variety  of 

GRASS,  FIELD,  GARDEN,  FLOWER,  and  HERB  SEEDS. 

They  are  also  Agents  for  the  principal  Nurseries  in  the  vicinity 
of  Boston. 
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COMMERCIAL  GARDEN  AND.  NURSERY, 

OF 

PARSONS  &  CO.,  FLUSHING,  NEAR  NEW  YORK. 

The  Proprietors  of  this  Establishment  are  constantly  increasing 
their  stock,  which  now  covers  nearly  seventy  acres  of  -  ground,  and 
includes  every  desirable  variety  of 

FRUIT  AND  ORNAMENTAL  TREES, 

SHRUBS,  ROSES,  VINES,  &c. 

Their  possession  of  specimen  grounds,  for  the  testing  of  every  variety 
of  fruit  they  cultivate,  affords  them  increased  facilities  for  the  attain- 
ment of  correctness.  They  would  also  call  attention  to  their  large 
assortment  of 

FOREIGN  GRAPES, 

some  seventy  varieties  of  which  they  are  fruiting  under  glass. 

To  venders  and  those  who  purchase  in  large  quantities,  liberal  dis- 
counts will  be  made.  , 

Catalogues  can  be  obtained  gratis,  of  Parsons  &  Lawrence,  10 
Pine  street,  of  A.  B.  Allen,  187  Water  street,  New  York,  or  of  the 
Proprietors,  by  mail. 


FRUIT   AND  ORNAMENTAL 


The  subscriber  keeps  constantly  on  hand  and  for  sale,  a  choice 
collection  of  the  most  approved  varieties  of  Pear,  Apple,  Peach, 
Plum,  Cherry,  Nectarine,  and  Apricot  Trees.  Also,  the  most 
popular  Ornamental  Trees.  It  is  his  aim  to  cultivate  a  small 
number  of  varieties,  and  those  only  which  have  been  fully  proved  to 
be  of  first  rate  excellence. 

GEORGE  JAQUES, 

270  Main  Street,  Worcester,  Mass. 


TRANSACTIONS 


OF  THE 


WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY 


FOR  THE  YEAES 


1847-1851,  and  1865. 

COMPRISING    REPORTS    OF    COMMITTEES    FROM    1847    TO    1851,    INCLUSIVE  :— 

ALSO,  THE    ADDRESS    OF    PRESIDENT    HILL,   THE    REPORTS    OF  THE 

COMMITTEES  OF    THE    SOCIETY,  AND  THE   ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE    SECRETARY    AND    LIBRARIAN,    FOR  1865. 

 Also,  

ADDITIONS  TO  THE    LIBRARY  ;     A  ROLL  OF  THE  ACCESSIONS  TO  THE  SOCIETY 
AND  A  LIST  OF  THE  SELECT  FRUITS  AS  REVISED  AND 
RECOMMENDED   BY  THE  SOCIETY. 


From  EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN,  Secretary. 


WORCESTER: 

PRINTED   BY    EDWARD   R.  FISKE, 
Opposite  Foster  Street  Depot. 
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PREFACE. 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society, 
holden  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  November,  A.  D.  1865,  on  motion  of 
Hon.  Francis  H.  Dewey,  it  was  unanimously  voted  : — That  the  Transac- 
tions of  the  Society  for  the  year  1865,  be  published  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Publication  :  and  that  all  matters  of  interest 
or  value,  hitherto  inedited,  from  1847,  to  1851,  inclusive,  be  comprised  in 
said  issue,  thus  authorized. 

The  duty  of  complying  with  the  instructions  of  the  Society  was  assigned  by 
the  Committee  on  Publication,  to  the  Secretary,  one  of  its  members.  The 
labor  of  executing  that  task  has  been  materially  facilitated  by  the  cordial  and 
zealous  co-operation  of  Master  Henry  E.  Hill,  to  whom  acknowledgement  is 
justly  and  publicly  rendered.  The  columns  of  contemporary  journals  sup- 
plied the  only  record  or  trace  of  the  proceedings  of  past  years  that  could  be 
discovered.  All  these  being,  in  many  instances,  elaborate  and  lengthy  re- 
ports, had  to  be  transcribed  to  be  of  possible  use.  That  they  were  preserved 
at  all  is  another  among  the  numerous  obligations  which  the  Society  owes  to 
Hon.  John  Milton  Earle.  The  courtesy  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Spy,  (in  its 
first  volume  called  Transcript,)  as  also  of  Mr.  Wall,  of  the  later  Transcript,  in 
according  the  protracted  use  of  their  files,  is  sensibly  appreciated. 

This  publication  completes  the  series  of  printed  "  Transactions  "  of  the  So- 
ciety to  the  date  of  its  issue.  Had  there  been  no  intermission  in  the  regular 
sequence,  it  would  have  been  greatly  to  the  credit  and  yet  more  to  the  pecu- 
niary advantage  of  the  Society.  Experience  so  costly,  is  apt  to  prove  of 
enduring  benefit. 

Horticultural  Hall,  June,  1866. 


Erratum  : — In  the  Preface  to  the  last  volume  of  Transactions,  in  the  first  line  of 
the  last  paragraph,  for  " Society"  read  "Secretary." 


REPORTS 


ANNUAL  EXHIBITION,  1847. 

REPORT  ON  FRUIT. 

Samuel  H.  Colton,  of  Worcester,  Chairman;  Silas  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury, 
William  C.  Capron,  of  Uxbridge. 

In  presenting  their  Report  of  the  Eighth  Autumnal  Exhibition  of  the  Wor- 
cester County  Horticultural  Society,  the  Committee  on  Fruits  beg  leave  to 
remark,  that  they  enter  upon  the  duties  assigned  them  with  great  reluctance, 
fearing  that  their  small  experience  with  the  subject  will  not  enable  them  to 
discharge  its  duties  with  that  ability  and  correct  judgment  which  have  charac- 
terized the  Reports  on  Fruit  heretofore  made  to  the  Society. 

It  cannot  but  be  gratifying  to  all  who  take  any  interest  in  horticultural 
pursuits,  to  witness  the  constant  and  rapidly  increasing  collections  of  valuable 
fruit  in  our  midst ;  evincing  good  proof  of  skillful  cultivation,  correct  taste 
and  good  judgment  in  selecting  those  varieties  which  are  best  suited  to  our  soil 
and  climate.  No  further  evidence  of  this  need  be  adduced,  than  a  comparison 
of  the  exhibition  which  has  just  taken  place  with  those  of  former  years.  With 
a  very  few  exceptions,  all  the  fruit  exhibited  this  year  was  grown  in  this  County ; 
while  heretofore  our  show  has  been  in  part  made  up  by  contributions  from  culti- 
vators abroad.  Although,  owing  to  their  scarcity,  the  show  of  apples  was  not 
quite  equal  to  some  former  exhibitions,  and  fears  of  a  failure  in  that  department 
were  entertained  by  some,  yet,  taken  all  together,  the  show  of  fruit  this  year  far 
exceeded  that  of  any  former  seasons ;  and  probably  a  better  collection  of  all 
the  fruits  of  the  season  was  never  before  exhibited  in  New  England. 

The  Committee  regretted  that  the  time  of  holding  the  Exhibition  was  fixed 
for  so  short  a  period,  as  no  doubt  many  persons  who  would  be  glad  to  attend  it 
could  not  conveniently  do  so  during  the  short  time  it  was  open.  It  is  hoped 
that  two  days,  at  least,  will  hereafter  be  devoted  to  that  purpose.  But,  although 
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the  Exhibition  "was  open  to  the  public  only  one  day  and  two  evenings,  yet 
nearly  three  thousand  persons  visited  it, — evincing  pretty  conclusive  evidence 
of  the  interest  our  community  feel  in  the  subject. 

Notwithstanding  the  hall  was  constantly  thronged  with  visitors,  and  many 
hundreds  of  samples  of  beautiful  and  tempting  fruit  within  reach  of  every  one, 
yet  all  seemed  to  feel  and  act  as  if  it  was  placed  there  to  be  examined  with  the 
eye  only.  No  instance  of  pilfering,  and  but  little  unnecessary  handling  of  the 
fruit,  was  known  to  occur.  The  Committee  think  it  speaks  well  for  our  com- 
munity, and  they  take  pleasure  in  making  this  statement, — being  so  widely 
different  from  the  custom  in  some  places,  where  the  fruit  has  to  be  put  beyond 
reach  to  ensure  its  safety  from  being  purloined.  But,  fearful  of  prolonging  our 
desultory  remarks  to  an  unreasonable  length,  we  proceed  to  give 

A  LIST  OF  FRUITS  EXHIBITED.* 

Edward  Earle, — Pears  :  Bartlett,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Seckel,  St.  Mi- 
chael, St.  Ghislain,  Sieulle,  Bleecker's  Meadow ;  Native  Grapes  of  good  quality 
and  very  early. 

George  W.  Dresser, — Orange  Pears. 

D.  S.  Messinger, — Pears  :  Bartlett,  Ruskmore's  Bon  Chretien,  and  one 
variety  unnamed  ;  Apples  :  Porter,  R.  I.  Greening,  Roxbury  Russett,  Friar, 
Baldwin  ;  Peaches  :  Brevoort's  Morris,  Red-Cheek  Melocoton. 

S.  H.  Colton,  Worcester  Nursery, — Pears  :  Beurre  Diel,  Bezi  de  la  Motte, 
Josephine,  Belle  Lucrative,  Seckel,  Hericart,  Washington,  St.  Ghislain,  Lewis, 
St.  Michael,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Napoleon,  Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Henry 
IVth,  Beurre  Bosc,  Flemish  Beauty,  Marie  Louise,  Andrews,  Autumn  Berga- 
motte,  Passe  Colmar,  Beurre  de  Capiaumont,  Buffum,  Bartlett,  Frederick  de 
Wurtemberg,  Bon  Chretien  Fondante,  and  one  variety  unnamed  ;  Apples  :  Fam- 
euse,  Striped  Bellflower,  Baldwin,  Holden  Pippin,  Charlowminski,  Red  Cheek, 
Fall  Harvey,  Sprague,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Gravenstein,  Honey  Greening,  Russet 
Pearmain,  Golden  Russet,  Danvers  Winter  Sweeting,  Roxbury  Russet,  Rhode 
Island  Greening,  Nonsuch,  French  Nonpareil,  Pomme  Royal,  Hubbardston 
Nonsuch,  Tifft  Sweeting,  Lyscom,  Porter,  Tallman  Sweeting,  four  varieties  of 
Crab  Apples,  and  one  variety  unnamed ;  Plums :  Victoria,  Imperial  Gage, 
Lombard,  Purple  Gage,  Golden  Drop,  Brevoort's  Purple,  Petite  Mirabelle ; 
Peaches  :  Bellegrade,  Snow,  Red  Rareripe,  Red  Cheeked  Melocoton,  Brainard's 
Yellow,  Old  Mixon  Freestone,  Yellow  Rareripe,  Crawford's  Early  Melocoton, 
Yellow  Red  Rareripe,  Blood,  Large  Yellow  Rareripe,  Malta,  George  IVth, 
Nivette,  and  two  unnamed  varieties;  Grapes:  Isabella,  Fitchburg,  Native 
White  ;  also  Boston  Nectarines. 

Rev.  J.  Jexxings, — Peaches  :  Early  and  Late  Crawford,  Cooledge's  Favorite, 
and  three  varieties  unnamed. 

Dr.  0.  H.  Blood, — Pears:  Bartlett,  Flemish  Beauty;  Peaches:  Crawford's 
Early  Melocoton,  and  three  unnamed  kinds. 

William  C.  Capron,  Uxbridge, — Apples  :  Porter,  Red  Sapson,  Episcopal, 

*  The  place  of  residence  of  those  exhibitors  who  live  in  Worcester  is  omitted. 
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Dana,  Roxbury  Russet,  Orange  Sweeting,  White  Gilliflower,  Nonsuch,  Pump- 
kin Sweeting,  French  Nonpareil,  Gloria  Mundi,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Rhode 
Island  Greening,  Capron's  Pleasant,  Baldwin,  Tallraan  Sweeting,  Black  Gilli- 
flower, Tifft  Sweeting,  Dutch  Codlin,  Bowback,  Blue  Pearmain,  Vermont 
Sweeting,  Golden  Pippin,  Old  Pearmain,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Red  Crab, 
and  twelve  varieties  unnamed  ;  Peaches  :  Crawford's  Early,  and  Red  Rareripe. 

J.  M.  Earle, — Pears  :  Bartlett,  Marie  Louise,  Beurre  Bosc,  St.  Michael, 
Andrews,  Dix,  Lawrence,  Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Flemish  Beauty,  Louise  Bonna 
de  Jersey,  Passe  Colmar,  Urbaniste,  Buffum,  Fulton,  Hacon's  Incomparable, 
SurpasseVirgouleuse,  Duchessed'Angouleme,  Chaumontelle,  Bleecker's  Meadow, 
Julienne,  Rushmore's  Bon  Chretien,  Striped  Long  Green,  Glout  Morceau, 
Brown  Beurre,  Henry  IVth,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Charles  d'Autriche,  Beurre 
d'Amalis  ;  Plums  :  Reine  Claude,  Violette,  Golden  Drop,  Columbia,  Roe's  Au- 
tumn Gage,  German  Prune,  Imperial  Gage,  Blue  Imperatrice,  Horse  Plum  ; 
Peaches  :  Morris  White,  Rareripe,  Bonaparte,  Snow  Peach. 

Dr.  H.  Bates, — two  varieties  of  Apples,  two  of  Peaches,  one  of  Quinces, 
and  one  of  Nectarines  ;  all  without  names. 

F.  F.  Collier, — Crawford's  Early  Peaches. 

Benj.  F.  Thomas, — Pears :  Bartlett,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Napoleon, 
Passe  Colmar,  Seckel,  Easter  Beurre,  St.  Michael,  Brown  Beurre,  Flemish 
Beauty,  Beurre  de  Capiaumont,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Washington,  St.  Ghis- 
lain,  Bezi  de  Montigny,  Bleecker's  Meadow,  Iron  Pear,  and  one  variety  unnamed  ; 
Apples :  Porter,  Baldwin,  Fall  Pippin  ;  Peaches  :  Yellow  Red  Rareripe,  Snow 
Peach,  and  one  unnamed  variety. 

Ebenezer  Jewett, — Pound  Pears. 

Sylvanus  Sears, — Bartlett  and  Golden  Pears,  and  Spitzenburg  Apples. 

B.  B.  Otis, — Peaches,  unnamed. 

Amos  Brown, — Baldwin  Apples,  Bartlett  Pears,  and  one  variety  Peaches. 
Tilley  Chaffin,  Holden, — Holden  Pippin  Apples. 

Thomas  Kinnicutt, — Bartlett  and  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey  Pears,  Late 
Crawford  and  three  other  varieties  Peaches. 

C.  Harris, — Yellow  Red  Rareripe  Peaches,  and  Nonsuch  Apples. 

John  B.  Pratt, — Apples  :  Blue  Pearmain,  Lyscom,  Baldwin,  Rhode  Island 
Greening;  Peaches:  Red  Cheek  Melocoton,  Royal  George,  Yellow  Melocoton. 
J.  Shepherd,  Jr., — four  varieties  Peaches,  unnamed. 
Pliny  Merrick, — Early  Crawford  Peaches. 
Thomas  Rice,  Shrewsbury, — Orange  Quinces. 
Alpheus  Merrifield, — Plums. 

G.  W.  Richardson, — Pears :  Summer  Thorn,  Passe  Colmar,  Seckel,  Bart- 
lett, and  one  variety  unnamed  ;  Apples  :  Lyscom,  Golden  Russett ;  Peaches  . 
Nivette,  and  one  unnamed  variety. 

Philo  Slocomb,  Shrewsbury, — Orange  Quince. 

H.  W.  Miller, — Bartlett  and  Seckel  Pears,  and  White  Rareripe  Peaches. 
Isaac  S.  Merriam,  Auburn, — President  Peaches,  and  two  varieties  unnamed  ; 

Baldwin  Apples,  and  Quinces. 
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George  Jaques, — Pears  :  Bartlett,  Chelmsford,  Bleecker's  Meadow,  Fo- 
relle,  St.  Michael ;  Apples  :  Hamburg,  Dartmouth  Sweeting,  Yellow  Crab, 
Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Baldwin,  Rhode  Island  Greening,  Yellow  Bellflower ; 
Roxbury  Russett ;  Peaches  :  George  IVth,  Red  Rareripe,  Grosse  Mignonne, 
White  Blossom,  Cooledge's  Favorite,  Lemon  Clingstone,  and  two  varieties  un- 
named ;  Orange  Quinces,  and  Blackstone  Native  Grapes. 
Curtis  Forbush, — two  varieties  Peaches. 

Dr.  B.  F.  Heyoood, — Wilbur,  Flemish  Beauty,  and  Sugar  Pears. 

Taft  Foster, — Bartlett  Pears,  and  Gloria  Mundi,  Rhode  Island  Greening, 
Baldwin,  Nonsuch  and  Roxbury  Russett  Apples. 

Joseph  Knox,  Grafton, — Nonsuch  and  Williams'  Sweeting  Apples  ;  Yellow 
Red  Rareripe  Peaches,  and  Isabella  and  one  other  variety  Grapes. 

T.  &  G.  A.  Chamberlain, — Apples  :  Baldwin,  Nonsuch,  Rhode  Island  Green- 
ing, Roxbury  Russett,  Fall  Pippin,  Pearmain,  Pound,  Fall  Harvey,  Lyscom, 
Holden  Pippin,  Friar,  Gloria  Mundi,  Sweet  Russett,  and  seven  other  varieties; 
Peaches  :  Red  Cheek  Melocoton,  and  two  other  kinds  ;  Seckel  and  Bartlett 
Pears.  (The  Royal,  and  Golden  Russett  Apples,  and  Cooledge's  Favorite 
Peaches,  in  this  collection,  were  not  correct.) 

Benj.  H.  Goodale, — Victoria  Plums,  very  handsome. 

Sarah  Waldo, — Pears  :  Catharine,  Bergamotte,  Iron,  Sugar  Top,  St.  Ger- 
main ;  Apples  :  Yellow  Bellflower,  Rhode  Island  Greening,  Ribstone  Pippin, 
Hamburg,  Baldwin ;  Quinces. 

L.  M.  Parker,  Shirley, — Foundling  Apples,  very  good  variety. 

W.  M.  Bickford, — Pears:  Bartlett,  Seckel,  Flemish  Beauty,  Easter  Beurre, 
Brown  Beurre,  and  one  unnamed  variety  ;  three  varieties  of  Peaches  without 
names. 

C.  H.  Hill, — Pears :  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Bartlett ;  Peaches :  Heath,  Early 
Crawford  ;  Red  Crab  Apples. 

Dr.  J.  Sargent, — Pears  :  Bergamotte,  BufFum,  Chelmsford,  Brown  Beurre, 
Pound,  Iron,  Belle  et  Bonne,  and  six  varieties  unnamed. 

Ward  Cook, — Apples  :  Jefferson,  Early  Seek  No  Further  ;  Early  Melocoton 
Peaches,  and  one  sort  unnamed  ;  Isabella  Grapes. 

S.  M.  Burnside, — Spitzenburg  Apples.  . 

D.  D.  Prescott,  West  Boylston, — Baldwin  Apples,  and  a  Seedling  Peach  of 
first  quality. 

James  Green, — Hamburg  Apples,  and  Peaches  unnamed. 
F.  W.  Paine, — Pears  unnamed. 

Isaac  Southgate,  Leicester, — Apples  :  French  Greening,  Bowback,  Summer 
Queen,  Salmon  Pearmain;  Pears  :  Brown  Beurre,  Heathcote. 

Obed  Williams, — Ribstone  Pippin  and  Orange  Sweeting  Apples,  and 
Peaches  unnamed. 

C.  Holbrook,  Sterling, — Apples  :  Sudbury  Sweeting,  Queen  Ann,  Earl ;  and 
two  varieties  of  Peaches. 

Enos  Dorr, — Early  Crawford  Peaches. 

John  Davis, — Dearborn's  Seedling  Pears,  of  fine  quality. 
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Andrew  Davis, — two  varieties  Peaches. 
C.  W.  Rice, — Unnamed  Pears. 

Rejoice  Newton, — Golden  Russet  Apples,  and  Peaches  unnamed. 
C.  P.  Bancroft, — Duchess  d'Angouleme  and  Bartlett  Pears ;  Isabella 
Grapes. 

George  T.  Rice, — Pears :  Seckel,  Julienne,  Henry  IVth,  Brown  Beurre, 
Bartlett,  Easter  Beurre,  Passe  Colmar,  Flemish  Beauty,  Duchess  d'Angouleme, 
Catillac,  St.  Ghislain,  Belle  Lucrative ;  Plums  :  Lombard,  Blue  Imperatrice  ; 
and  five  varieties  of  Peaches  unnamed. 

Z.  E.  Berry, — Cooledge's  Favorite  Peaches,  and  one  variety  unnamed  5  Porter 
Apples. 

H.  K.  Newcomb, — Dix,  Brown  Beurre  and  Bartlett  Pears. 
E.  L.  Barnard, — Crawford's  Early  Peaches. 
Thomas  H.  Rice, — Glout  Morceau  Pears. 

Dr.  John  Green, — Pears  :  St.  Michael,  Iron,  Vicar  of  Wakefield,  Dix, 
Seckel,  Prince's  St.  Germain  ;  Hamburg  Apples,  and  Kenrick's  Heath  Peaches. 

J.  K.  L.  Pickford, — Peaches :  Yellow  Rareripe,  Melocoton,  Cooledge's 
Favorite,  Lemon  Freestone  ;  Porter  Apples. 

B.  N.  Childs, — Apples :  Porter,  Black  Gilliflower,  Roxbury  Russett,  and 
one  variety  unnamed  ;  President  Peaches. 

R.  D.  Dunbar, — Early  Crawford  Peaches;  Lyscom  Apples,  and  one  variety 
unnamed. 

Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury, — Pears :  Seckel,  Bartlett,  Croft  Castle,  and  two 
varieties  unnamed  5  Apples  :  Detroit,  Golden  Russett,  Early  Seek  No  Further, 
Baldwin,  Porter,  Lyscom,  Spice,  True  Pumpkin  Sweeting,  and  five  varieties 
unnamed ;  Peaches*  Yellow  Rareripe,  Cutter's  Rareripe,  and  one  unknown 
variety ;  Orange  Quinces  and  Native  Grapes. 

Pitt  Holmes, — Chandler  Apples,  and  Peaches  unnamed. 

Stephen  Salisbury, — Pears  unnamed. 

John  F.  Pond, — Capsheaf  and  Winter  Nelis  Pears,  and  Crawford  Peaches. 
Mrs.  Henry  Wheeler, — Bartlett  Pears,  Lyscom  Apples,  and  Jaques 
Peaches. 

0.  B.  Hadwen, — Crawford's  Early  and  Cutter's  Rareripe  Peaches,  and  Hub- 
bardston  Nonsuch  Apples.  . 

Asa  H.  Waters,  Millbury, — Pears  :  Brown  Beurre,  Andrews,  Napoleon, 
Bleecker's  Meadow,  Fulton  ;  Apples  :  Fall  Harvey,  Baldwin,  Yellow  Bellflower, 
Rhode  Island  Greening,  and  three  varieties  unnamed ;  Hamburg  and  other 
■Grapes  of  beautiful  appearance. 

Isaac  Davis, — Bartlett  Pears,  Damson  Plums,  Peaches,  and  Native  Grapes. 

E.  &  L.  Nelson,  Upton, — Lemon  Clingstone,  Golden  Rareripe,  and  Milford 
Mammoth  Peaches. 

Willard  Rice,  Sutton, — Fall  Harvey,  Winter  Harvey,  Hartford  Sweeting 
Apples. 

Levi  Lincoln, — Pears :  Iron,  Beurre  Kenrick,  Napoleon,  Belle  Lucrative, 
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Seckel,  St.  Ghislain,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Bartlett,  Passe  Colmar,  Buel, 
Flemish  Beauty,  Long  Green,  Wilkinson,  and  eight  unnamed  varieties ; 
Apples  :  Sweet  Russett,  Baldwin,  Gloria  Mundi,  and  four  kinds  unnamed  ; 
Peaches :  Yellow  Rareripe,  Nivette,  White  Blossom,  and  five  unnamed  sorts. 

Dr.  H.  F.  Johxsox, — President  Peaches,  Plums  and  Nectarines  unnamed. 

Asa  H.  Allex,  Shrewsbury, — Red  Gage  Plums,  Lemon  Freestone  and  Red 
Velvet  Peaches. 

Wm.  A.  Wheeler, — White  Native  Grapes. 

Elizabeth  Jackson,  Leicester, — two  varieties  of  unknown  Apples  with 
wrong  names  attached  5  Chelmsford  Pears. 

Jonathan  Nelson, — Apples  of  the  growth  of  1846. 

Joseph  G.  Kendall, — Bartlett  Pears,  Quinces  and  Peaches.  [In  the 
death  of  this  gentleman,  (which  has  occurred  since  the  exhibition,)  our  Society 
and  the  community  at  large  have  sustained  a  loss  of  no  ordinary  magnitude. 
In  all  his  business  and  social  intercourse  with  his  fellow  citizens,  he  ever  con- 
ducted himself  in  such  a  pleasant  and  gentlemanly  manner  as  to  win  the  sincere 
respect  and  esteem  of  all.  No  individual  among  us  felt  a  deeper  interest,  or 
took  more  pleasure,  in  horticultural  pursuits  than  he  did.  Much  of  his  time 
and  means  were  devoted  to  that  object  5  and  had  he  been  spared  a  few  years, 
he  no  doubt  would  have  had  an  extensive  collection  of  valuable  fruit.  It  may, 
perhaps,  be  considered  out  of  time  and  place  for  such  remarks  as  these,  but 
we  felt  as  if  we  could  not  omit  the  opportunity  of  paying  a  passing  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  so  worthy  a  man.] 

Wm.  N.  Greex, — Pears  :  Flemish  Beauty,  Muscadine,  Vicar  of  Winkfield, 
Beurre  Niell,  Beurre  Van  Marum,  Easter  Beurre,  Hericart,  St.  Ghislain,  Sur- 
passe  Virgouleuse,  Epine  d'Ete,  Beurre  Diel,  Andrews,  Dearborn's  Seedling, 
Broca's  Bergamotte,  Limon,  Cuvelier,  Beurre  Bosc,  Glout  Morceau,  Hooper's 
Bilboa,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Hessel,  Colmar  Epine,  Cumberland,  Foster's 
St.  Michael,  Roi  de  Wurtemberg,  Surpasse  Marie  Louise,  St.  Michael,  and  five 
unnamed  varieties  ;  Apples  :  Gravenstein,  Sprague,  Porter,  and  eight  varieties 
unnamed. 

C.  E.  Miles,  Shrewsbury, — Lyscom,  Baldwin,  Rhode  Islaud  Greening  and 
Hamburg  Apples. 

Rev.  A.  Hill, — Pears  :  Passans  du  Portugal,  Chelmsford  5  Apples  :  Porter* 
Crab  ;  Plums  :  Green  Gage,  Damson  ;  White  Native  Grapes. 

Edwin  Conant, — Pears :  Glout  Morceau,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Brown 
Beurre,  Napoleon,  Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  and  five 
kinds  unnamed ;  four  sorts  of  Peaches  and  one  of  Apples  unnamed. 

D.  W.  Lincoln, — Black  Hamburg  and  Sweet  Water  Grapes,  in  very  large 
and  beautiful  clusters. 

P.  W.  Taft, — Plums,  Apples  :  Bartlett  and  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey  Pears. 
Oliver  Barrett,  Bolton, — Pumpkin  Sweeting^  Seek  No  Further,  Porter, 
Quince,  Nonsuch,  Barrett's  Seedling  Apples,  and  one  variety  unnamed. 
Cyrus  Lovell, — Seedling  Apple. 
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Rev.  Jos.  Allen,  Northboro, — Porter  and  Lyscom  Apples,  and  one  unnamed 
variety. 

Lyman  Taft,  Northbridge, — Native  Grapes. 

0.  A.  Tomblen,  North  Brookfield, — Seedling  Peaches  of  good  quality,  and 
one  unknowu  variety  misnamed  the  President. 

0.  C.  Felton,  East  Brookfield, — six  varieties  of  Seedling  Peaches,  some  of 
which  were  of  fair  quality. 

0.  Fairbanks,  West  Boylston, — Seckel  Pears  and  Native  Grapes. 

John  McGrath — Yellow  Egg  Plums. 

Booth  Bottomly,  Leicester, — Passe  Colmar  Pears. 

H.  R.  Keith,  Grafton, — Pears  :  Chelmsford,  Pound,  Bleecker's  Meadow  ;  and 
one  variety  each  of  Pears  and  Apples  unnamed. 

Dr.  Johnson,  Northboro, — five  varieties  of  Seedling  Peaches,  some  of  which 
were  good. 

Dr.  Porter,  North  Brookfield, — St.  Michael,  St.  Ghislain,  Marie  Louise  and 
Flemish  Beauty  Pears,  and  Cooledge's  Favorite  Peaches. 

J.  C.  Stone,  Shrewsbury, — Holland  Pippins  and  Leland's  Spice  Apples,  and 
Orange  Quinces.  [Leland's  Spice  (or  Leland's  Pippin,  or  New  York  Spice,  as 
it  is  sometimes  called,)  is  a  very  handsome  apple,  with  light  stripes  on  a  yellow 
ground,  medium  size,  of  a  pleasant,  sprightly  flavor,  ripening  about  mid-sum. 
mer,  keeps  two  or  three  months,  and  is  well  worthy  of  extensive  cultivation.] 

Samuel  Perry, — Sweet  Russett,  Red  Graft,  Queen  Ann,  Rhode  Island 
Greening  and  Baldwin  Apples. 

Ebenezer  Brewer,  Northboro, — Apples :  Hamburg,  Red  Cheek,  Sampson, 
Ribstone  Pippin,  Lyscom,  White  Harvey,  one  variety  unnamed,  and  Peaches. 

Anthony  Chase, — Plums  :  Green  Gage,  Goliah  ;  Pears  :  Flemish  Beauty, 
Catillac,  and  Colmar ;  Crawford  Peaches. 

Daniel  Tainter, — two  varieties  of  Peaches  unnamed. 

Harvey  Belcher, — Chelmsford  Pears  and  Lyscom  Apples. 

Moses  Wallis, — six  sorts  unnamed  Peaches. 

Ethan  Allen, — several  varieties  Pears  and  Peaches  unnamed. 

Elhanan  Batchelder,  Sutton, — Apples  :  Black  Gilliflower,  Porter,  Newton 
Sweeting,  Orange  Winter  Sweeting,  Baldwin,  Nonsuch,  Rhode  Island  Greening, 
Russett  Pearmain  ;  Native  Grapes. 

Royal  Penniman,  Sutton, — Roxbury  Russett  Apples. 

D.  B.  Comins, — Swaar  and  Baldwin  Apples,  and  Peaches  unnamed. 

Jos.  A.  Gilbert, — 'Spice  Apples,  Bartlett  Pears,  and  Peaches  unnamed. 

Jos.  Sawyer,  Bolton, — Mother  Apples — very  fine  specimens  of  this  handsome 
and  valuable  native  fruit. 

Luke  Brummet, — Leicester, — Bartlett  Pears,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch  Apples, 
and  Native  Grapes. 

Daniel  Tenney,  Sutton, — Apples  :  Pumpkin  Sweeting,  May,  Dagget,  Gilli- 
flower, Pearmain,  Roxbury  Russett,  Winter  Harvey,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Baldwin, 
Rhode  Island  Greening,  Nonsuch  ;  and  fourteen  unknown  varieties  of  Pears 
unnamed. 
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Dr.  S.  C.  Hartwell,  Southbridge,— Seedling  Peaches  of  good  quality. 
Samuel  Smith, — two  varieties  Peaches. 

Simon  S.  Gates, — Apples :  Roxbury  Russett,  Rhode  Island  Greening,  Bald- 
win, Lowell,  Bowback,  Pomeroy  Pound,  and  two  varieties  unknown  ;  Bartlett 
Pears  ;  Red  and  Yellow  Rareripe  Peaches  ;  Quinces,  and  Native  Grapes. 

Wm.  G.  Maynard, — Lyscom  Apples. 

Allen  Harris, — Bartlett,  and  two  other  varieties  Pears. 

Dr.  R.  Woodward, — Pears  :  Bartlett,  Flemish  Beauty,  Buffum ;  Apples  r 
Baldwin,  Rhode  Island  Greening,  Russett  Pearrnain,  White  October,  Fall  Pip- 
pin, Pound,  English  Pearrnain,  and  one  sort  unnamed ;  Isabella  Grapes. 
•  J.  M.  C.  Armsby, — two  varieties  Peaches. 

T.  P.  Curtis, — Apples  :  Baldwin,  Porter,  Lyscom,  Queening,  Seek-no-furthery 
and  eighteen  other  unnamed  varieties. 

John  Hammond, — Bartlett  and  Seckel  Pears. 

G.  H.  Russell, — St.  Michael  Pears. 

R.  D.  Dunbar, — Isabella  Grapes. 

Rev.  T.  C.  Biscoe,  Grafton, — Pears :  Bartlett,  Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Passe 
Colmar,  Bleecker's  Meadow,  Glout  Morceau,  and  one  variety  unnamed  ;  Apples  : 
Porter,  Baldwin,  and  Lyscom  •,  Crawford  Peaches  and  Isabella  Grapes. 

Leonard  Cheney,  Southbridge, — Seedling  Pears,  excellent  quality. 

Charles  Hale,  Millbury, — Black  Hamburg,  Isabella,  and  Sweet  Water 
Grapes. 

Hiram  Wing,  Nortkbridge, — Blackstone  Grapes,  and  late  Melocoton  Peaches. 

Henry  Johnson,  Millbury, — three  Apples,  growth  of  1846. 

Haynes  &  Bush,  Northboro, — Victoria  Plums?  True  Pumpkin  Sweeting 
Apples,  and  several  varieties  of  good  Seedling  Peaches. 

Charles  Downing,  Newburgh,  N.  Y., — Osage  Oranges,  and  St.  Michael 
Pears. 

Rev.  H.  S.  Ramsdell,  Thompson,  Conn., — Chandler  Apples. 
John  Miller,  Columbus,  Ohio, — mammoth  Clingstone  Peaches,  called  Van- 
demark's  Seedling. 

F.  G.  Tucker,  Albany, — Apples,  Pears  and  Peaches — a  fine  collection  of 
beautiful  fruit. 

S.  W.  Cole,  Boston, — Quince  Apples. 

The  above  embraces  a  list  of  all  the  fruit  exhibited,  as  entered  upon  the 
Society's  books,  but  in  the  haste  in  making  the  entries  some  omissions  may 
have  occurred. 

A  few  samples  of  very  handsome  Apples  and  Pears  were  sent  for  exhibition 
by  F.  G.  Tucker,  of  Albany,  C.  Downing,  of  Newburgh,  H.  S.  Ramsdell,  of 
Thompson,  and  S.  W.  Cole,  of  Boston,  to  whom  the  Society  is  under  obligations 
for  their  kind  attention. 

As  no  Premiums  are  awarded  by  the  Society,  (although  it  is  to  be  hoped  its 
funds  will  soon  warrant  it,)  the  Committee  are  happily  excused  from  expressing 
much  opinion  upon  the  respective  merits  of  the  Fruit  exhibited,  and  they  have, 
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therefore,  particularized  but  very  few.  It  was  no  doubt  apparent  to  all,  that 
there  seemed  to  be  more  uniformity  than  usual  in  the  size  and  appearance  of 
the  varieties  shown ,  and  with  a  few  exceptions,  no  person  exhibited  samples 
much  superior  to  those  presented  by  others ;  nearly  all  were  fair,  and  of  hand- 
some appearance.  But  few  new  Seedling  varieties  of  Fruit  were  offered  for 
exhibition  which  are  worthy  of  particular  notice.  A  fine  Seedling  Peach,  of  a 
light,  delicate  color,  and  good  flavor,  raised  by  S.  Cheney,  of  Southbridge,  and 
a  good  and  handsome  yellow  variety,  raised  by  D.  D.  Prescott,  of  West  Boyls- 
ton,  the  Committee  judged  were  of  first  quality,  and  worthy  of  general  culture. 
Several  kinds  of  Native  Grapes  were  exhibited,  but  the  Committee  did  not 
discover  that  they  possessed  sufficient  merit  to  warrant  their  recommending 
them,  excepting  the  variety  called  the  "Fitchburg,"  shown  by  S.  H.  Colton,  of 
Worcester,  and  the  "  Blackstone,"  by  Hiram  Wing,  of  Northbridge,  both  of 
which  are  good  and  desirable  sorts. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  more  attention  is  not  paid  by  cultivators  to 
ascertaining  the  true  name  of  all  their  varieties  of  Fruit  exhibited  ;  and  although 
there  has  been  some  improvement  in  this  particular  from  former  years,  yet 
many  fanciful  and  outlandish  names  are  often  retained  year  after  year,  notwith- 
standing the  true  one  may  have  been  before  given. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  cannot  but  express  the  hope  that  there  will  be 
no  relaxation  in  the  effort  to  maintain  our  present  high  reputation  as  a  fruit- 
growing community.  Probably,  in  no  part  of  the  country  is  the  soil  and  climate 
better  adapted  than  ours  to  raising  in  perfection  all  the  useful  and  valuable 
varieties,  and  with  reasonable  care  of  our  trees,  we  are  usually  rewarded  with  a 
bountiful  crop  of  good  fruit. 

For  the  Committee, 

SAMUEL  H.  COLTON. 


REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 

Wm.  Sumner  Barton,  Chairman ;  Jonathan  Pratt,  and  James  Shepherd, 
Jr.,  all  of  Worcester. 

Your  Committee,  having  examined  the  few  vegetable  productions  exhibited 
at  your  late  Anniversary,  would  respectfully  and  briefly  submit  their  report : 

The  labors  of  this  Committee  can  not  be  said  to  have  been  very  arduous, 
as  the  number  of  specimens  in  the  vegetable  department  was  small,  and  our 
duties  proportionally  few.  But  yet,  we  were  not  entirely  idle.  To  be  sure, 
there  were  not  as  many  Pumpkins  for  us  to  adjudicate  upon  as  there  were  Pears 
for  the  Committee  on  Fruits,  nor  as  many  Potatoes  as  there  were  Peaches, 
and  yet  the  responsibility  of  deciding  where  there  were  so  few  competitors 
weighed  deeply  on  the  minds  of  this  Committee.  We  trust,  however,  that  we 
have  not  wronged  a  single  vegetable  by  our  hasty  decisions. 

To  commence,  11  in  medias  res"  your  Committee,  upon  arriving  at  the  corner 
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appropriated  for  all  garden  esculents,  were  introduced  to  two  lots  of  large 
Black  Beans, — one  lot  stringed,  the  other  shelled,  exhibited  by  their  successful 
owner,  Mr.  David  S.  Messinger,  of  Worcester. 

Of  the  number  of  Beets  entered  for  exhibition,  the  most  promising  was  a 
large  sized  Sugar  Blood  Beet — fourteen  pounds  in  weight  and  twenty  inches  in 
circumference — from  the  garden  of  Mr.  P.  H.  Perrin,  of  Westborough.  Mr. 
Perrin  also  entered  one  of  the  common  Blood  Beets,  and  Miss  S.  Waldo,  of 
Worcester,  presented  for  exhibition  one  of  the  same  kind,  showing  signs  of 
superior  cultivation,  and  not  to  be  beaten  in  size. 

,  There  were  several  lots  of  the  Orange  Carrot  exhibited.  One  veteran  among 
the  rest  seemed  to  attract  some  attention,— -fourteen  of  the  family  being  united 
upon  one  parent  stock,  and  exhibiting  symptoms  of  a  family  affection  rarely 
witnessed  among  carrots.  The  owner,  Mr.  0.  B.  Had  wen,  also  entered  other 
specimens  for  exhibition,  some  of  the  Orange  Carrot,  and  others  of  the  large 
White  family,  apparently  all  well  cultivated.  A  Vegetable  Oyster  accompanied 
Mr.  H.'s  collection  of  Carrots, — and  if  we  mistake  not,  belongs  to  the  same 
genus.  In  this  connection,  your  Committee  cannot  but  express  the  hope,  that 
in  future  our  farmers  and  horticulturists  may  more  fully  consider  the  importance 
of  this  valuable  esculent  as  an  article  of  food  for  fattening  stock.  Satisfactory 
experiments  with  this  have  recently  been  made,  for  which  we  would  refer  to 
Hon.  Henry  Colman's  second  Report  on  Massachusetts  Agriculture  ;  and  for 
examples  of  extraordinary  success  in  the  cultivation  of  carrots,  we  have  noticed 
the  same  Report,  which  contains  some  very  interesting  experiments  made  on 
the  forms  of  Messrs.  D.  W.  Lincoln,  Wm.  A.  Wheeler,  and  John  Hammond, 
of  Worcester.  Carrots  seem  to  have  been  early  cultivated  in  Germany,  and 
introduced  into  England  in  the  sixteenth  century,  whence  they  were  brought  to 
this  country. 

A  solitary  specimen  of  the  Cauliflower,  as  a  peculiar  species  of  the  Cabbage, 
was  introduced  by  Mr.  D.  W.  Lincoln,  probably  to  remind  the  spectators  of  that 
esculent,  which  is  said  by  a  recent  author,  to  have  "furnished  epicures  of  all 
countries  with  some  of  their  greatest  luxuries." 

Of  the  large  family  of  Cucumbers,  our  attention  was  called  to  its  most  re- 
markable variety,  known  as  the  Cucumis  Anguinus,  or  Snake  Cucumber, — a 
smooth,  green  looking  vegetable,  of  a  ferocious  appearance  and  bitter  taste, 
but,  as  your  Committee  are  informed  and  believe,  of  a  perfectly  harmless  dis- 
position. 

A  question  arose  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  Committee,  whether  the  term 
"  vegetable  "  could  with  propriety  be  applied  to  our  well-known  Melons.  W aiv- 
ing  all  discussion,  however,  and  trusting  that  the  members  of  other  Committees 
will  not  be  inclined  to  dispute  with  us  on  the  subject  of  vegetable  jurisdiction, 
we  will  venture  to  notice  and  commend  one  large  Water  Melon  exhibited  by 
Mr.  Alpheus  Merrifield.  of  Worcester.  We  should  be  glad  to  speak  of  its 
tasteful  quality,  but  cannot  decide  as  to  that  matter.  F.  W.  Paine,  Esq.,  of 
Worcester,  presented  two  fine  Cantelopes  for  exhibition,  and  Mr.  0.  B.  Had  wen 
two  spicy  Nutmeg  Melons.    We  trust  there  will  be  a  fuller  representation  of 
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these  vegetable  fruits  at  our  future  Anniversaries,  and  moreover,  that  your 
Committee  be  not  always  prevented  from  passing  judgment  on  the  flavor,  as 
well  as  on  the  appearance  of  such  rare  esculents. 

There  were  some  specimens  of  Peppers  noticed  by  the  Committee  ;  the  best 
lot  from  the  garden  of  Dr.  H.  Sargent,  of  Worcester,  and  a  fine  looking  stalk 
of  three,  from  Mr.  Charles  Adams. 

We  were  pleased  to  find  several  lots  of  the  common  Potato, — known  as  the 
"poor  man's  bread  and  the  rich  man's  luxury,"  wherever  it  is  introduced.  It 
is  said  that  this  important  vegetable  originated  in  South  America  ;  that  it  was 
first  noiiced  and  mentioned  by  an  ancient  author,  Clusing;  was  introduced  into 
Europe,  and  brought  to  this  country  in  the  year  1719  by  some  emigrants  from 
Ireland.  Mr.  Joshua  Coffin,  in  his  history  of  Newbury,  states  that  they  were 
first  raised  in  this  country  at  the  garden  of  Nathaniel  Walker,  Esq.,  of  Andover, 
and  were  first  planted  in  beds  like  onions,  under  the  name  of  pertaters,  or 
patater.  In  the  history  of  Worcester,  William  Lincoln,  Esq.,  informs  us  that 
they  were  first  cultivated  in  Worcester  by  emigrants,  and  that  when  a  few  were 
given  to  our  townsmen  for  trial,  the  poor  harmless  vegetables  were  secretly 
destroyed,  for  fear  of  poisonous  designs  entertained  by  those  foreigners  !  As 
to  the  character  of  those  exhibited  a  word  may  be  said.  The  most  flourishing 
that  were  entered  for  inspection,  were  the  large,  long  Red  Potato,  from  Gardner 
Paine,  of  Worcester;  and  there  were  also  fine  specimens  of  the  Early  Hill  and 
Carter  family,  all  from  the  same  successful  Gardener.  Mr.  T.  V.  Sullivan 
entered  five  "Silver  Skins,"  the  seefl  from  which  they  were  raised  being  from 
Penobscot  County,  Maine.  Several  of  the  "Early  June"  Potatoes  were 
exhibited  by  Mr.  R.  Waterman.  These  were  raised  from  the  ball ;  were  planted 
April  *7th,  and  sent  to  market  June  13th, — a  fact  to  which  your  Committee 
would  call  the  especial  notice  of  the  Society.  A  letter  from  the  Officers  of  the 
Providence  Horticultural  Society  speaks  of  them  in  high  terms,  and  certifies  to 
our  Society  that  Mr.  Waterman  has  heretofore  received  a  premium  for  the 
same. 

Of  the  curcurbitae  pepones,  or  plain  Pumpkins  exhibited,  there  was  one 
weighing  forty-one  pounds,  and  the  finest  looking  of  the  kind,  entered  by  Mr. 
James  Comstock,  of  Blackstone  ;  also  six  Pie  Pumpkins,  by  Mr.  Gardner 
Paine. 

Several  Ruta  Bagas  were  noticed, — the  best  belonging  to  Mr.  T.  V.  Sullivan, 
and  several  by  our  enterprising  townsman,  John  F.  Pond,  Esq. 

A  veteran  Squash,  showing  signs  of  its  age  by  a  visible  crooked  neck,  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  your  Committee.  It  is  the  production  of  A.  D.  1846, 
and  was  raised  by  that  indefatigable  gardener,  gentleman  and  scholar,  George 
Jaques,  Esq.,  of  Worcester.  Two  mammoth  Squashes, — one  of  fifty-one  pounds 
and  one  of  sixty-eight  and  one-fourth  pounds  weight, — were  entered  by  Wm. 
0.  Bartlett,  Esq.,  and  deserve  high  commendation.  There  were  several  other 
fine  specimens  exhibited  by  Messrs.  E.  Perry,  J.  Southwick,  B.  N.  Childs,  and 
J.  C.  Mason. 
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A  few  fine  Tomatoes  were  entered  by  Dr.  Henry  Sargent,  and  some  others 
of  a  smaller  kind  were  noticed  by  your  Committee,  resembling  the  red  plum. 
No  resemblance  in  the  flavor,  we  may  presume. 

It  would  be  exceedingly  agreeable  to  your  Committee  to  occupy  a  longer 
time  in  considering  this  delightful  subject  of  Horticulture,  and  particularly  as 
connected  with  your  Society's  late  Exhibition,  but  we  are  admonished  of  the 
already  too  great  length  of  this  Report,  and  with  our  hopes  for  an  increased 
interest  in  vegetable  esculents,  the  above  is  respectfully  submitted  in  behalf 
of  the  Committee. 

WM.  SUMNER  BARTON,  Chairman. 

Sept.  28,  1847. 


From  the  Transcript  (since  Spy)  of  Sept.  25,  A.  D.  1847.    (Edited  by  J.  M.  Earle.) 

Horticultural  Exhibition. — The  display  at  the  Horticultural  Hall  on 
Thursday  was  all  that  could  be  expected,  and,  in  the  finer  varieties  of  fruit, 
much  excelled  any  former  exhibition.  The  show  of  Apples  was  not  as  good 
as  last  year.  This  was  owing  to  the  fact,  1st,  that  Apples  are  neither  so  plenty 
nor  good  as  they  were  last  year,  and  the  season  was  not  advanced  enough  to 
bring  the  finest  Winter  varieties  to  perfection.  In  Peaches  and  Pears  the 
show  was  uncommonly  rich,  and  many  new  kinds  were  on  the  tables  that  have 
not  heretofore  been  presented  from  this  vicinity. 
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ANNUAL  EXHIBITION,  1848. 

REPORT  ON  FLOWERS  AND  DECORATIONS. 

The  Ninth  Annual  Exhibition  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society 
was  holden  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  of  September,  and  the  two  days  and 
evenings  following,  in  their  Hall  in  Waldo  Block,  which  was  beautifully  and 
appropriately  decorated  by  some  of  our  ladies  bright,  and  we  can  assert,  with 
truth,  that  the  tout  ensemble  was  highly  creditable  to  their  t taste  and  ingenuity. 
We  made  our  first  visit  to  this  scene  of  enchantment  in  the  evening,  and  truly 
it  burst  upon  us  like  a  dream  of  fairy  land.  The  Hall  was  thronged  with 
visitors,  and 

"Brightly  shone  the  lamps  on  fair  women  and  brave  men," 

and  shed  their  soft  rays  upon  the  sleeping  flowers,  and  waked  into  new  life  the 
rich  fruits  that  were  spread  in  tempting  profusion  around. 

Among  the  ornaments  shone  conspicuously  a  large  Wreath  of  Evergreen  and 
Dahlias,  the  joint  production,  as  we  were  informed,  of  two  fair  workers.  It 
adorned  the  central  space  on  the  southern  side  of  the  Hall,  and  was  greatly 
admired.  Opposite  to  this  was  a  Lyre,  entwined  with  unfading  green,  and 
gemmed  with  Snow  Berries,  that  looked  like  pearls  upon  the  dark  wreath.  All 
our  romance  was  awakened  by  the  sight  of  this  exquisite  design,  and  we  longed 
to  sweep  the  strings,  to  see  if  they  would  echo  to  the  thoughts  it  had  called 
into  birth  in  our  heart.  There  were  also  several  Stars,  of  which  it  could  not 
be  said,  "one  star  difFereth  from  another  in  glory,"  for,  from  the  whole  number 
we  could  not  have  selected  one,  so  equal  were  they  in  beauty.  Wreaths, 
variously  decorated,  according  to  the  skill  of  the  delicate  fingers  that  entwined 
them,  graced  other  sections  of  the  walls.  Two  on  the  western  side  of  the  Hall 
were  objects  of  particular  comment  and  admiration.  They  were  of  Evergreen 
and  Ash  Berries,  the  contrast  between  the  colors  of  which  was  striking  and 
happy  in  its  effect.  Wreaths  of  Evergreen  were  also  entwined  around  the 
pillars,  and  in  graceful  festoons  around  the  entire  Hall.  The  names  of  Flora 
and  Pomona,  beautifully  executed  with  Evergreen,  graced  opposite  sides  of  the 
Hall. 

It  gave  us  great  pleasure  to  witness  the  profusion  of  Flowers, — bespeaking, 
as  it  does,  an  increased  interest  in  the  culture  of  these,  the  fairest  of  Nature's 
children.  The  variety,  of  course,  must  be  limited  at  this  late  season,  but  the 
specimens  were  unique  of  their  kind,  and  bright  in  their  glowing  autumn  colors 


22 


WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY.  [1848. 


as  the  hopes  of  youth.  There  were  Dahlias  rearing  their  stately  heads,  as  if  in 
conscious  superiority ;  and  Verbenas  of  every  shade,  from  the  delicate  rose  tint 
of  a  maiden's  blush  to  the  gorgeous  purple  of  royalty.  The  Aster  family  was 
not  extensively  represented,  but  there  were  some  very  good  specimens  of  these 
and  other  annuals.  But  where  were  the  Roses?  Why  were  they  "left  to 
blush  unseen1'?  Not  a  single  bud  was  there.  Surely  our  ladies  have  not 
ceased  to  cultivate  the  pride  of  Flora's  realm  ;  yet,  not  a  solitary  Julia  did  we 
see,  and  the  fair  Queen  of  Bourbons  withheld  her  smile  on  this  occasion. 
Where  was  the  ever  youthful  Ninon  de  l'Enclos,  and  her  sweet  sister,  Sanguinea, 
that  they  came  not  to  grace  this  flowery  fete  ?  We  could  not  but  regret  the 
absence  of  our  favorite  flower,  even  where  so  many  others  gladdened  our  sight. 
The  Rose  is  of  easy  culture,  and  well  repays  the  trouble  of  raising  it ;  and 
there  are  so  many  varieties  now  known  that  it  seems  strange  not  to  meet  with 
them  upon  an  occasion  like  this.  However,  it  is  more  "pleasing  to  admire" 
the  objects  presented  to  us  than  to  regret  the  absence  of  others,  and  we  turn 
again  to  the  exhibition  as  it  was. 

There  were  several  very  beautiful  Pot  Plants,  among  which  the  large  Fuschia, 
presented  by  Mrs.  J.  Gray,  was  very  conspicuous.  The  thrifty  appearance  of 
the  plant,  as  well  as  the  grace  of  the  blossoms,  entitling  it  to  admiration.  We 
also  observed  a  very  fine  Oleander,  the  property  of  Mrs.  Patch,  to  whom  the 
Committee  on  Premiums  recommend  a  gratuity  of  $1.00. 

The  Cut  Flowers  presented  by  Mrs.  G.  W.  Richardson  were  not  only  beau- 
tiful in  themselves,  but  arranged  with  such  skill  and  taste  as  to  enhance  their 
native  loveliness.  We  had  no  idea  until  now  of  the  art  of  placing  flowers  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  display  them  to  their  best  advantage ;  the  mingling  and 
contrasting  of  colors,  the  proper  distribution  of  foliage  to  relieve  the  effect  of 
too  much  brilliancy  in  some  cases,  and  brighten  it  in  others,  requires  the 
correct  eye  of  a  painter  with  the  delicate  perception  of  woman.  We  are  happy 
to  learn  that  the  first  premium  for  Cut  Flowers  was  awarded  to  Mrs.  R.  The 
second  premium  for  Cut  Flowers  was  awarded  to  Thomas  McComack,  gardener 
to  Wm.  T.  Merrifield. 

The  best  collection  of  Dahlias  was  presented  by  Mr.  Leonard  Cheney,  of 
Southbridge,  who  received  a  premium  of  $2.00.  The  Society  were  also  in- 
debted to  Mr.  Cheney  for  a  stand  of  flowers  in  a  pyramidal  form,  some  of  the 
specimens  of  which  were  of  exquisite  beauty.  The  second  premium  on  Dahlias 
was  awarded  to  the  "College  of  the  Holy  Cross."  We  pretend  not  to  the 
knowledge  that  decides  upon  the  merit  of  a  flower  from  the  particular  curl  of  a 
petal,  or  the  shadow  of  a  tint,  but  to  our  uninitiated  eye  there  were  some  very 
fine  specimens  in  this  collection.  Beautiful  collections  of  Dahlias  were  also 
presented  by  Wm.  C.  Capron,  Dr.  Workman  and  others.  The  Bouquet  presented 
by  James  McGarrish,  gardener  to  Charles  Thurber,  Esq.,  was  a  specimen  of 
patience  and  considerable  ingenuity.  It  was  composed  principally  of  Dahlias, 
with  some  small,  delicate  blossoms  to  fill  up  the  interstices,  and  the  graceful 
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Madeira  Vine  hung  its  tiny  white  wreaths  like  a  veil  over  the  whole.  A  gratuity 
of  $1.00  was  awarded  to  Mr.  McG. 

The  Bouquets  and  dishes  of  Flowers  by  Miss  Bannister,  Miss  Earle,  Mrs. 
Green,  and  the  Misses  Hudson,  received  their  meed  of  praise. 

Two  stands  of  Flowers  were  presented  by  S.  Salisbury,  Esq.  They  attracted 
our  attention  by  a  few  specimens  of  Asters,  which  we  think  were  the  finest  we 
have  seen  this  season. 

A  Bouquet  from  Miss  Mary  S.  Foster  contained  some  gems,  among  which 
we  discovered  exquisite  specimens  of  Drummond's  Phlox  and  Verbenas,  with 
the  ever  lovely  Mignonette.  There  were  also  Bouquets  from  Miss  Craig,  of 
Leicester,  Miss  Lucy  Fish,  Miss  M.  S.  Foster,  N.  Paine,  Mrs.  G.  Paine,  Mrs. 
Geo.  Gill,  Mr.  0.  Fairbanks,  of  West  Boylston,  E.  Nye,  of  North  Brookfield, 
Mrs.  S.  Southgate,  of  Leicester,  Misses  M.  and  P.  Packard,  and  J.  H.  Boswell. 

Mr.  Merrifield  contributed  liberally  of  Pot  Plants  and  Cut  Flowers.  We 
noticed  among  his  collection  a  fine  Salvia,  several  Fuschias  and  Amaranths, 
and,  what  was  to  us  an  object  of  considerable  curiosity,  a  fine  specimen  of 
Egg  Plant. 

The  Fringed  Gentians  presented  by  Mi'ss  Lucy  Chase  and  Mr.  Harvey 
Tai nter,  of  Leicester,  were  very  beautiful.  They  recalled  to  our  minds  the 
lines  of  our  American  poet,  commencing : 

"Thou  blossom,  bright  with  autumn  clew." 

Mrs.  G.  T.  Rice  presented  two  vases  of  Flowers,  and  a  basket'  filled  almost 
entirely  with  Verbenas,  fine  of  their  kind,  being  mostly  of  rich  dark  colors. 

Mr.  Jas.  Shepherd,  Jr.,  contributed  a  fine  Dwarf  Orange. 

Some  mammoth  Sunflowers  were  the  offering  of  Mr.  Joseph  Sargent,  of 
Leicester.  We  thought  of  Moore's  exquisite  lines,  "  as  the  sunflower  turns  to 
his  God,"  etc.,  and  smiled  at  the  idea  of  poetry  and  sentiment  in  connection 
with  those  vastly  ugly  things. 

Mr.  Wm.  C.  Capron,  of  Uxbridge,  contributed  a  Boquet  and  a  stand  of 
mixed  Flowers,  some  very  beautiful. 

A  little  basket  of  choice  Flowers  attracted  our  attention  by  the  taste  with 
which  they  were  arranged,  but,  as  the  contributor's  name  was  not  affixed,  we 
are  unable  to  say  to  whom  the  praise  belongs.  We  must,  however,  beg  leave 
to  assure  the  lady  that  she  has  no  cause  to  blush  for  her  offering. 

We  think  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  Exhibition  this  year  was  as  fine  as  any 
that  have  preceded  it ;  and  we  trust  that  the  Society  will  feel  encouraged  to 
continue  their  exertions  in  a  cause  so  satisfactory  to  themselves  and  so  bene- 
ficial to  their  fellow  beings.  The  subject  of  Flowers  is  one  in  which  almost 
every  person  is  interested.  There  are  but  few  who  do  not  admire  these  beautiful 
gifts  of  God,  that  bear  upon  every  opening  petal  the  traces  of  His  love,  and 
spring  up  and  blossom,  and  give  forth  their  sweets,  as  if  in  praise  to  their 
Maker.  We  are  glad  to  see  a  taste  for  cultivating  Flowers  rapidly  spreading 
in  America.    We  think  the  surest  way  to  improve  the  morals  of  a  people  is  to 
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teach  them  to  cultivate  the  productions  of  Nature,  and  we  hope  the  time  will 
come  when  every  wayside  cottage  will  have  its  flower  border  and  its  rose  trees. 
Respectfully  submitted,  for  the  Committee. 

Oct.  7,  1848. 

[No  signature,  nor  any  clew  to  the  authorship  of  this  Report. — Sec] 


REPORT  ON  FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES. 

In  presenting  this  Report  to  the  public  we  feel  that  we  ought  to  apologize 
for  its  many  deficiencies.  Having  been  busily  engaged  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements  during  the  entire  week  of  the  Exhibition,  and 
reluctantly  consenting  to  prepare  the  Report  only  when  it  was  found  that  no 
other  person  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  undertake  the  task,  it  is  not  so  much 
a  matter  of  regret  that  our  opportunities  for  examining  the  Fruits  were  quite 
limited,  as  that  we  possess  yet  more  limited  abilities  to  improve  better  oppor- 
tunities had  they  been  afforded.  Nevertheless,  we  can  mingle  a  drop  of 
consolation  with  this  apology,  by  promising  that  for  no  consideration  whatever 
will  we  allow  ourselves  to  be  drawn  into  the  commission  of  the  like  manner  of 
sin  again. 

Of  the  Exhibition  in  general,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  it  was  eminently 
successful.  The  chaste  and  beautiful  decorations  of  the  Hall,  the  unexpected 
richness  of  the  Floral  display,  the  immense  quantities,  consisting  of  more  than 
a  thousand  plates  and  baskets,  of  fine  Fruits  arranged  upon  the  tables,  were 
the  admiration  and  wonder  of  all  who  witnessed  them.  Competent  judges 
among  the  numerous  strangers  who  were  present,  expressed  their  opinions  very 
decidedly,  that  the  varieties  of  valuable  Apples  exhibited  surpassed  in  number 
and  beauty  any  show  of  the  kind  ever  before  seen  in  the  United  States.  The 
Pears  also  were  in  some  varieties  very  fine,  and  all  of  them  better  than  an 
unpropitious  season  had  led  us  to  anticipate.  Beautiful  Peaches  also  were 
there,  and  Plums  and  Grapes,  which  a  long  drought  had  been  unable  to  shrivel, 
and  myriads  of  ravaging  insects  had  not  found  time  to  destroy.  And  it  was 
exceedingly  gratifying  to  perceive  in  the  improvements  which  our  citizens  are 
making  in  horticultural  knowledge,  an  evidence  that  the  instruction  afforded 
by  these  Exhibitions  has  not  been  lost.  The  new  and  better  Fruits  were  more 
numerously  exhibited,  fewer  erroneous  names  were  applied  to  those  which  have 
been  long  cultivated,  and  the  silly  use  of  local  and  fancy  names  was  less  frequent 
than  formerly. 

The  show  of  Vegetables  was  also  unusually  fine.  Cabbages,  mighty  ones  of 
the  earth,  presented  themselves  before  the  Committee.  Monstrous  Beets 
stretched  their  unwieldy  forms  upon  the  tables,  baffled  like  Columbus  in  their 
attempted  shorter  passage  to  India.  Carrrots,  that  had  been  growing  with  all 
their  might  in  a  vain  effort  to  beat  the  Beets,  reposed  among  Sunflowers  broad 
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aS  "  The  road  that  leads  to  "  a  place  mentioned  by  Dr.  Watts.    And  there 

were  Squashes  and  Pumpkins  which  had  travelled  many  a  weary  rood  on  purpose 
to  remind  Gov.  Briggs  that  at  least  one  more  Thanksgiving  Proclamation  must 
be  written  at  any  rate  ;  while  above  the  spectators  heads  Capt.  Allen's  Canada 
Corn  was  summarily  hung,  for  no  other  offense  than  an  ostentatious  display  of 
long  ears.  Heaven  save  the  stump  orators  of  this  political  campaign  who 
deserve  to  make  a  similar  expiation. 

With  so  few  exceptions  that  they  might  have  been  removed  from  the  Hall 
without  being  missed,  all  the  splendid  display  was  the  product  of  this  City  and 
the  towns  in  the  immediate  neighborhood, — glorious  trophies  which  the  free 
hand  of  enlightened  industry  had  won  from  the  rocks  and  the  sands  of  New 
England,  as  if  to  shame  more  fertile  States  where  every  motion  of  labor  is 
impeded  by  the  chains  that  enslave  it.  And  more  and  above,  and  different 
from  all  this,  it  should  be  the  honest  pride  and  boast  of  our  citizens,  that  all 
this  tempting  display  of  Fruits  and  Flowers,  spread  out  day  after  day  within 
the  easiest  reach  of  more  than  three  thousand  spectators,  was  safely  protected 
from  injury,  not  by  glass  cases  nor  iron  railingsj- or  a  constable's  wand,  but  by 
the  simple  "Visitors  are  requested  not  to  touch,"  inscribed  upon  a  card. 

But  we  must  hasten  to  the  details  of  the  Exhibition  :  the  following  are  the 
names  of  the  contributors,  their  places  of  residence,  when  not  of  this  City  and 
the  articles  exhibited  by  them. 

Owing  to  the  immense  quantities  of  Fruits  exhibited,  it  has  been  deemed 
advisable  to  mention  only  the  number  of  varieties  of  each  sort  offered  by  each 
contributor.  The  few  deviations  from  this  rule  which  may  be  noticed,  were 
made  from  no  other  motive  than  a  desire  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  Report. 
Those  who  may  feel  aggrieved  by  this  summary  procedure  will,  we  hope, 
become  resigned  to  it  by  reflecting  that  probably  far  more  people  saw  their 
friends  at  the  Exhibition  than  would  ever  read  the  names  of  them  if  written. 

In  awarding  the  Premiums  it  will  be  perceived,  that  the  Committee  did  not 
give  more  than  one  to  the  same  individual.  It  was  their  object,  this  year,  to 
distribute  them  as  much  as  possible.  This  will  explain  what  might  otherwise 
be  regarded  as  a  very  incorrect  decision.  The  first  articles  laid  upon  the  So- 
ciety's tables  were  four  plates  of  beautiful  Porter  Apples,  two  of  magnificent 
Bartlett  Pears,  and  a  basket  of  Grapes,  from  Mrs.  Amos  Brown.  Mrs  B.  will 
please  accept  the  Society's  thanks,  for  this  most  satisfactory  evidence  that  the 
ladies  are  always  foremost  in  a  good  cause. 

John  Cleveland,  W.  Boylston — Apples  :  three  plates  of  an  unknown  vari- 
ety 5  3d  do.  named. 

B.  N.  Child, — Apples  :  seventeen  varieties  ;  Pears  :  one  plate. 

Elias  Forbes,  Millbury, — Apples  :  three  varieties  5  Peaches  :  six  plates  of 
Clingstone  varieties. 

George  Jaques, — Apples  :  twenty-three  varieties  ;  Pears  :  seven  varieties  5 
Peaches  :  eight  varieties  ;  Grapes  :  Isabella  ;  Quinces  :  Orange.  This  fruit 
was  not  put  in  competition  for  the  Premiums. 

Luther  Noyes,  Oakham, — Apples  :  three  varieties. 
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B.  D.  Prescott,  W.  Boylston, — Peaches :  one  seedling  variety  of  fir^t 
quality. 

Thomas  Bond,  Boylston, — Apples:  fifteen  varieties  by  name,  and  two  un- 
known. 

Anson  Bit  am  an, — Pears  :  two  varieties. 

Charles  H.  Hill, — Apples  :  Eustis,  and  one  variety  unknown  ;  Peaches 
which  took  the  Society's  Premium  of  $2.00,  as  the  second  best  collection  of 
the  fruit. 

Thomas  Chamberlain, — Gen.  C.  exhibited  Apples  of  thirty-four  varieties, 
among  them  the  Hogpen  (the  proper  name  of  that  beautiful  Cooking  apple 
is  Holden  Pippen),  Balk  and  Friar  are  both  synonimous  with  Pound  Apples. 

James  Lawrence  Estey,  —  Apples  :  Greening  and  Porter.  The  latter 
received  a  Premium  of  $1.50  as  the  2d  best  plate  of  not  less  than  four  apples. 

Sylvanus  Sears, — Apples  :  of  an  unknown  variety. 

Gardner  Paine, — Apples  :  one  plate  of  a  beautiful  variety  grown  upon  a 
dwarf  tree.  These  little  trees  are  extremely  ornamental  while  in  fruit.  Pears  : 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey  and  five  other  varieties.  One  of  Mr.  P's.  L.  B.  de 
Jersey  took  the  Society's  Premium  of  $1,  as  the  2d  best  single  Pear  in  the 
Hall.  The  Society  is  much  indebted  to  this  gentleman  for  his  valuable  per- 
sonal services,  not  only  at  this,  but  also  at  nearly  all  the  previous  Exhibitions 
which  have  been  held. 

Samuel  Billings, — Apples:  Lyscom  ;  Grapes:  Isabella. 

John  E.  Chaffin,  Holden, — Apples  :  five  varieties.  Mr.  C.  will  please 
consider  himself  admonished  not  to  apply  the  name  of  "  Hogpen"  to  his  Hol- 
den Pippins  again. 

Jonas  L.  Rice,  Charlton, — Apples  :  four  varieties. 

Rev.  John  Nelson,  Leicester, — Apples  :  Baldwin. 

Rejoice  Newton,  Apples  :  Foundling,  and  four  other  kinds ;  Quinces  and 
Peaches. 

Eli  D.  Fairbanks,  —  Apples:  four  varieties;  Grapes:  one  basket  of 
Native. 

Jonas  Hastings,  Millbury, — Cranberries  very  fine ;  also,  a  box  of  the 
plants  in  a  growing  state  loaded  with  fruit. 

B.  F.  Keyes,  W.  Boylston, — Apples  :  Nonsuch.  This  capital  old  variety 
is  considered  by  many  good  judges  to  be  the  finest  flavored  of  all  winter  apples 
cultivated  in  New  England  ;  two  nameless  and  nine  other  varieties. 

David  S.  Messinger, — Apples  :  six  varieties  ;  Pears  :  Beurre  Diel ;  Peach- 
es :  Brevoort's  Morris.  (This  is  one  of  the  highest  flavored  and  most  delicious 
of  all  Peaches.)    Late  Admirable. 

Jonas  Hartshorn, — Apples  :  two  varieties. 

Isaac  Mills, — Apples:  Roxbury  Russet;  Peaches:  a  Seedling. 

Geo.  W.  Richardson,  —  Apples  :  four  varieties;  Pears:  six  varieties; 
Peaches  :  Crawford's  Late  and  Nameless,  among  the  former  of  which  was 
found  the  Peach  which  received  the  Premium  of  $1,  as  the  best  single  speci- 
men of  that  fruit  in  the  Exhibition. 
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Rufus  Hastings,  Sterling, — Apples  :  four  plates  of  Harrison  Sweetings, 
(believed  to  be  the  Lyscom,)  one  plate  of  Winter  Sweetings,  these  latter  are 
commonly  known  by  the  name  of  "  Pound  Sweetings." 

Sewell  Sargent,  Leicester, — Apples :  three  named  and  one  unknown  va- 
riety. 

Rev.  Elam  Smalley, — Apples  :  four  varieties. 
John  Jones, — Apples  :  three  varieties  ;  Quinces. 
A.  D.  Foster, — Pears:  eleven  varieties  ;  Quinces:  Orange. 
Baxter  Barnes,  W.  Brookfield, — Apples  :  Judge  ;  Pears  :  four  varieties. 
John  Pratt, — Apples  :  five  varieties  ;  Peaches  :  Crawford's  Late. 
Rev.  Alonzo  Hill, — Apples  :  six  varieties  ;  Pears  :  three  varieties  ;  Peach- 
es ;  Quinces. 

Dr.  H.  G.  Bates, — Apples:  three  varieties  ;  Peaches  :  Melocoton  ;  Plums  : 
Diamond  ;  Grapes  :  Isabella  ;  and  Native  Quinces. 

Benj.  F.  Thomas, — Pears:,  sixteen  varieties  ;  these  were  among  the  finest 
collections  in  the  show  ;  Peaches  :  Plums  :  Queen  Norther,  (a  fine  variety  for 
the  season  ;  Quinces. 

Samuel  M.  Burnside, — Apples  :  Blue  Pearmain,  Black  or  Detroit.  The 
latter  is  one  of  the  varieties  which  the  French  Introduced  into  Michigan  in  the 
old  Colonial  times. 

Charles  P.  Chapin, — Apples  :  Sweet  Russet. 

S.  A.  Howland, — Peaches  :  one  Seedling  variety  which  received  the  So- 
ciety's Premium  of  $2,  as  the  best  seedling  peach.  The  Committee  named  it 
Howland  Peach.    Grapes  :  Isabella. 

Miss  Sarah  Waldo,  —  Apples  :  five  varieties  ;  Pears  :  four  varieties  ; 
Plums  :  Orleans  ;  Grapes  :  Sweet  Water. 

R.  D.  Dunbar, — Pears :  three  varieties  ;  Grapes  :  Isabella. 

Horatio -Gates, — Pears:  Seckel  5  Peaches:  Blood  Cling  (?)  and  Craw- 
ford's Late. 

Jonathan  Read,  Shrewsbury, — Apples  :  two  varieties. 
Miss  Frances  Wheeler, — Apples  :  Blue  Pearmain. 
George  Williams,  Northboro', — Apples  :  Hamburg. 

Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury, — Apples  :  Rockport  Sweeting.  (This  apple 
keeps  as  well  as  the  Roxbury  Russet ;  it  is  of  good  size  and  most  excellent 
eating  qualities.  We  consider  it  a  very  valuable  acquisition.)  Also,  fifteen 
other  varieties  of  the  apple,  among  the  names  of  which,  we  notice  "  Gentle- 
man's Blush."  Capt.  Allen  may  rest  assured  that  this  name  is  unquestionably 
apochryphal.  Pears  :  three  varieties  ;  Peaches  :  six  varieties  ;  (among  them 
the  Red  Cheek  Melocoton  which  took  the  $2  Premium  as  the  best  plate  of 
Peaches.)  Also,  Orange  Quinces,  (big  ones, — surely  Shrewsbury  is  the  ban 
ner  town  of  Quinces.) 

Stephen  Salisbury,  —  Apples  :  seven  varieties  ;  Pears  :  ten  varieties  ; 
Quinces :  Portugal. 

P.  Holman,  Leicester,  Apples  :  four  varieties. 

Lewis  Chapin, — Apples  :  two  varieties. 


28 


WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY.  [1848. 


Solomon  Parsons, — Apples  :  thirteen  varieties. 

Mrs.  E.  Salisbury, — Apples  :  Pomme  d'Apis,  (or  Lady's  Apple)  ;  Pears  : 
Brown  Beurre. 

Tilly  Chaffin,  Holden, — Apples  :  three  varieties. 

George  A.  Trumbull, — Peaches  :  Seedling  Pitt  Holmes  ;  Apples  :  twelve 
varieties ;  Pears ;  Peaches  :  two  seedling  varieties. 

Capt.  Isaac  Southgate,  Leicester, — Apples  and  Pears  ;  two  varieties  of 
each. 

Peter  Fay,  Southboro', — Apples :  thirty-four  varieties.  Mr.  Fay's  collec- 
tion was  a  very  excellent  one  and  received  the  premium  of  $2,  as  the  second 
best  collection  of  that  fruit. 

Obadiah  B.  Hadwen — Apples  :  seven  varieties,  among  them  a  plate  of 
Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  containing  the  best  single  apple  in  the  Exhibition.  The 
Society  must  therefore  pay  him  a  premium  of  $1. 

Elhanan  Batchelder,  Sutton, — Apples  :  five  varieties.  Note. — Hubbards- 
ton Nonsuch  is  the  true  name  for  Sutton  Beauty. 

A.  H.  Hawes,  —  Apples:  four  varieties,  (Seedlings;)  Peaches;  Isabella 
Grapes  and  Melons. 

Jonas  H.  Allen,  Shrewsbury,  —  Apples  :  six  sorts  ;  Peaches  :  Golden 
Melocoton  ;  (is  there  any  such  ?)  Cotton;  (this  is  a  very  first-rate  kind)  and 
nine  other  varieties.  This  collection  took  the  premium  of  $3,  as  the  best  col- 
lection of  Peaches. 

Leonard  Craig,  Leicester, — Apples  :  six  varieties. 

Horatio  Houghton,  W.  Boylston, — Apples. 

George  W.  Dinsmore,  W.  Boylston, — Peaches. 

Charles  Nash, — Apples:  Mother,  a  very  fine  autumn  fruit ;  Porter,  Bald- 
win and  Greening. 

Dr.  Benj.  F.  Heywood, — Apples  :  Hamburg  ;  Pears  :  eight  varieties  ; 
Grapes  :  Isabella. 

John  B.  Crawford,  Northboro' — Apples:  Lyscom ;  (among  which  was 
the  one  that  received  the  premium  of  $1,  as  the  second  best  single  apple  ex- 
hibited.)   Mr.  C.  has  also  eight  other  varieties  of  apples. 

Dr.  0.  H.  Blood; — Apples  and  Pears,  two  plates  of  each;  Peaches: 
Catherine,  Clingstone  and  Nameless. 

J.  S.  Clark, — Pears  and  Grapes. 

C.  H.  Whiting, — A  jar  of  Tomato  Figs.  This  article  had  been  prepared 
over  a  year ;  and  when  the  Committee  saw  that  it  was  good  for  food,  and  that 
it  was  pleasant  to  the  eyes,  and  a  thing  to  be  desired  to  make  one  wise  (in  the 
knowledge  of  such  matters,)  they  took  of  the  fruit  thereof  and  did  eat,  Mr.  W. 
consenting  thereto.  And  their  eyes  were  opened,  so  that  after  carefully  re- 
closing  the  jar,  they  unanimously  voted  that  there  was  no  bad  taste  about  its 
contents. 

Henry  Eames. — Apples  :  five  varieties  ;  Honey,  two  boxes,  the  beautiful 
product  of  a  well  organized  and  thrifty  little  community,  who  sent  these  speci- 
mens of  their  handiwork  on  purpose  to  prove  to  us,  that  they  are  first  among 
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mechanics  for  ingenuity  and  skill,  as  they  have  ever  been  acknowledged  to  be 
the  first  among  horticulturists  in  their  passionate  taste  for  flowers.  And  we 
may  well  thank  them  for  their  other  teachings, — that  honest  industry  is  the  surest 
path  to  prosperity, — that  idleness  is  criminal,  and  that  the  sunny  hours  of  life 
are  the  time  in  which  to  prepare  for  the  certain  approach  of  old  age  and  the 
unknown  future  beyond 

J.  C.  Mason, — Pears  :  three  plates,  Isabella  Grapes. 

E.  &  L.  Nelson,  Upton, — Apples  and  Clingstone  Peaches. 

S.  Smith, — Seedling  Peaches. 

C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton, — Apples  :  fourteen  varieties  ;  Pears  :  Marie 
Louise  (fine)  and  two  others. 

Samuel  Wood,  Grafton, — Nameless  Pears. 

Charles  Hadwen, — Apples  :  Leland's  Pippin ;  (sometimes  called  N.  Y. 
Spiee.  This  is  one  of  the  handsomest  apples  we  ever  saw  ;  color,  on  the  shady 
side,  a  greenish  yellow  ground  mottled  with  crimson  stripes  ;  on  the  sunny  side, 
becoming  a  dark  crimson.  Size  and  form  not  very  different  from  the  Baldwin. 
The  flavor  is  also  most  excellent,  and  a  tree  of  this  variety  deserves  a  place  in 
the  smallest  collection.  It  is  in  eating  from  the  first  of  October  to  winter.) 
Mr.  H.  also  exhibited  four  other  varieties  of  apples  ,  Pears  :  Nameless  ;  Peach- 
es :  Seedlings. 

Luke  Brummet,  Leicester, — Six  varieties  of  Apples. 

Joseph  Sargent,  Leicester, — Pears  of  an  old  variety  with  the  fancy  name 
of  Gen.  Zack  Taylor.  This  way  of  naming  fruit  is  of  no  benefit  to  any  one, 
and  always  troublesome  to  the  Committee,  who  make  the  report. 

Hon.  Isaac  Davis, — Apples  :  Baldwin  and  Double  Flowering  ;  three  plates 
Pears;  Quinces:  Orange  and  Pearshaped.  Note. —  Some  distinguished  culti- 
vators are  beginning  to  question  whether  the  Orange  and  Pear  Quince  are  not 
after  all  one  and  the  same  thing.    Nectarines  :  Yucatan  Chestnuts. 

Dr.  Chandler  of  the  S.  L.  Hospital, — Apples  in  such  a  condition  that  no 
medical  skill  could  improve  them. 

J.  K.  L.  Pickford, — Apples :  two  plates. 

Charles  Paine, — three  Nameless  varieties  of  Pears  ;  Peaches  :  Heath  ; 
Portugal  Quince. 

Wm.  T.  Merrifield, — Quinces. 
Charles  Thurber, — Bartlett  Pears. 

Daniel  P.  Tenney,  Sutton, — Apples  of  seventeen  varieties. 
Calvin  Barker,  Millbury, — Clingstone  Peaches. 

Charles  Hale,  Millbury, — A  splendid  silver  basket  of  Sweet  Water  Grapes, 
also,  Black  Hamburg  Grapes,  cultivated  under  glass. 
Anthony  Chase, — Four  plates  of  Pears  ;  Quinces. 

David  P.  Harrington,  Millbury, — Apples :  seven  varieties  ;  Peaches  : 
Seedling. 

Booth  Bottomly,  Leicester, — Apples  :  Bellflowers  and  Seedling  ;  Pears  : 
six  varieties  ;  Grapes  :  Isabella. 

John  Hammond, — Six  plates  Apples  ;  Seckel  Pears. 
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W.  M.  Miles, — Apples  :  four  varieties. 

Eev.  T.  C.  Biscoe,  Grafton, — Apples:  eight  kinds  5  Pears:  seven  kinds  5 
Peaches:  Yellow  Melocoton  5  Plums:  Blue  Imperatrice ;.  Grapes:  Isabella; 
Quinces.  Mr.  B.  violated  the  rule  of  the  Society — doubtless  unintentionally — 
by  removing  his  fruits  from  the  tables  previous  to  the  close  of  the  Exhibition,, 
and  without  the  knowledge1  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements. 

Ansel  Lakin, — A  fine  basket  of  fruit,  consisting  of  Pears  :  three  varie- 
ties;  Peaches:  three  varieties;  Lombard  Plums;  Native  Grapes  Mr.  L. 
assures  us  that  there  was  not  a  tree  upon  his  place  five  years  ago.  His  fine 
collection,  therefore,  was  worthy  of  notice  by  all  those  who  feel  too-  old  to  culti- 
vate fruit. 

Asa  H.  Allen,  Shrewsbury, — Apples:  five  sorts;  Peaches:  Seedlings  and 
Nameless. 

Elizabeth  Jackson,  Leicester, — Apples  :  seven  varieties  ;  Pears  :  Chelms- 
ford. 

John  F.  Pond, — Apples:  two  plates  ;  Pears:  Winter  Nelis,  and  three  other 
plates  ;  Peaches  :  Melocoton,  and  Nameless  ;  Isabella  Grapes. 
W.  F.  Pond, — Two  plates  Apples. 

Wm.  A.  Wheeler, — Apples  :  Hamburg ;  Pears :  Nameless,  and  Vicar  of 
Winkfield.  This  latter  grows  equally  well  as  a  standard  or  a  dwarf.  CoL 
Wilder,  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  says  that,  all 
circumstances  taken  into  account,  a  tree  of  this  is  worth  more  than  one  of  any 
other  variety,  to  a  person  who  should  be  limited  to  a  single  tree. 

Thomas  H.  Tucker,  N.  Brookfield, — Apples. 

William  Barnes,  Berlin, — ten  varieties  of  Apples. 

E.  B.  Rice, — Pears  :  Bartlett  and  St.  Ghislain,  (a  first-rate  fruit) ;  Peaches  :: 
three  plates. 

Harvey  Tainter,  Leicester, — four  plates  Apples. 
H.  M.  Burns,  Leicester,  four  plates  Apples. 
Caleb  Nourse  Bolton, — Apples. 

John  Gates, — Pears  :  four  kinds,  among  them  a  splendid  dish  of  Blanc- 
or  St.  Michael's,  grown  on  Quince. 

A.  P.  Megrath,  Greenfield,— Pears  :  Buffum.  (?) 

Wm.  N.  Green,— Apples  :  eight  varieties;  Pears:  nineteen  of  the  best, 
varieties,  including  Van  Mon's  Leon  le  Clerc. 
Rufus  Barton,  Millbury, — Apples. 

John  Milton  Earle,  (President  of  the  Society,) — Pears  :  twenty-nine  varie- 
ties, constituting  the  largest  and  fbest  collection  in  the  Hall.  But  as  Mr. 
Earle's  fruit  was  withdrawn  from  competition  tor  the  Premiums,  the  first  pre- 
mium was  awarded  to  the  next  best  collection  not  so  withheld.  Plums  :  six 
varieties ;  Peaches  :  eight  varieties  ;  Grapes  :  Diana  and  a  Seedling  from  the 
Isabella. 

Nathaniel  C.  Moore, — Apples  :  twenty-three  varieties. 
Dr.  Wm.  Workman, — Apples  :  two  plates  ;  Pears  :  one  plate,  St.  Michael's, 
magnificent  specimens.    They  were  grown  upon  Quince  roots,  under  which. 
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mode  of  culture  the  old  saint  still  retains  his  ancient  reputation.  Of  all  the 
saints  among  pears  this  one  deserves  the  first  place  even  among  the  smallest 
collection  of  dwarf  trees.  Dr.  W.  took  home  the  pears  from  the  ta.bles  and  also, 
the  Society's  Premium  of  $1.50  from  the  Committee,  his  being  the  second  best 
dish  of  not  less  than  four  pears. 

Dr.  John  Green, — Pears  :  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Columbia,  and  Dix.  The 
latter  received  the  first  Premium  of  $2,  as  the  best  dish  of  not  less  than  six 
pears.    Dr.  G.  also  exhibited  Pomegranates  from  South  Carolina. 

Newell  Moore,  Holden, — three  plates  Apples. 

Nathaniel  Stowell — five  plates  Apples. 

Philo  Slocum,  Shrewsbury, — Quinces  :  less  than  twenty  inches  in  circum- 
ference. 

Oliver  Barrit,  Bolton, — ten  varieties  of  Apples. 
Oliver  Barrit,  Jr.,  Bolton,  three  varieties  of  Apples. 
W.  R.  Hooper, — Apples  and  Quinces. 

Hovey  and  Company,  Cambridge, — Pears  :  specimens  of  twenty-five  vari-  • 
«eties,  some  of  them  quite  new,  for  which  they  will  please  accept  the  thanks  of 
the  Society. 

Thomas  Bond,  N.  Brookfield,  eleven  varieties  of  Apples. 
E.  Kilburn,  Sterling,  four  kinds  of  Apples. 

John  Clapp,  Leicester, — ^Apples  :  three  sorts ;  a  genuine  plate  of  beauti- 
ful Seckels  and  two  other  varieties. 

Wm.  Hovey, — Apples  :  Porter  ;  Pears  :  Beurre  Diel ;  Grapes  :  Isabella. 

Dr.  Joshua  Porter,  N.  Brookfield, — Apples  :  Monson  Sweeting  ;  Pears  : 
six  varieties,  which  were  of  such  valuable  kinds  and  so  fine  specimens,  that  the 
Committee  after  much  comparison  with  other  collections,  concluded  to  award 
the  premium  of  $2,  to  this  as  the  second  best  collection. 

Thomas  Rice,  Shrewsbury, — Quinces. 

H.  B.  Conway,  Apples  and  Seedling  Peaches. 

Daniel  Tainter, — Peaches  :  Melocoton,  Clingstone  and  a  Seedling. 
John  Corbett, — Apples. 

Horatio  Slocum,  Sutton, — Apples  :  Roxbury  Russett,  (growth  of  1847,) 
N.  Y.  Fall  Pippin,  (fine,  large  fruit,)  Black  Gilliflower,  (fine,)  and  six  other 
varieties. 

Josiah  G.  Stone,  Shrewsbury, — three  plates  of  Apples. 

Job  C.  Stone,  Shrewsbury — Apples  :  three  varieties,  including  the  Leland's 
Spice,  (see  above,  Samuel  Wood's  contribution.)  This  took  the  Society's  Pre- 
mium of  $2,  as  the  best  plate  of  not  less  than  six  apples.  Quinces. 

Phinehas  Wood,  Uxbridge, — Apples  :  Peck's  Pleasant,  (this  apple  is  erro- 
neously called  Pippin  in  Uxbridge  and  some  other  places,)  Black  Gilliflower. 

Ezra  Batcheller,  N.  Brookfield, — six  varieties  of  Pears. 

C.  J.  Pickford, — A  specimen  of  the  Cotton  Plant  in  a  growing  state. 

Edward  Earle, — three  plates  of  Apples.  Mr.  E.  stands  corrected  for  ap- 
plying the  political  fancy  name  of  Free  Soil  to  one  of  his  apples.  Pears  :  four- 
teen varieties.    These  fine  specimens  took  the  premium  of  $3,  as  the  best  collec- 
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tion  of  Pears  in  the  Exhibition,  it  being  particularly  understood  that  some  con- 
tributions of  this  fruit  were  not  entered  for  Premiums.    Peaches  :  Red  Cheek 
Melocoton  ;  Grapes  :  French  Sweet  Water  and  Early  Native. 
John  Davis, — Apples  and  Plums. 

Joel  Knapp,  Sutton, — Apples  :  sixteen  kinds.  Note. — The  true  name  of 
Sutton  Beauty  is  Hubbardston  Nonsuch.  Mr.  K.  speaks  very  highly  of  the 
Rock  River  Winter  Sweeting  in  his  collection.  We  believe  it  to  be  the  same 
apple  as  the  Rockport  Sweeting  exhibited  by  Capt.  S.  Allen  of  Shrewsbury. 
Mr.  K.  had  also  a  very  beautiful  and  fine  Seedling,  which  he  called  the  grape 
apple. 

Capt.  S.  Perry, — Apples. 

Leonard  Chenery,  Southbridge, — Apples  :  Peaches  :  a  fine  Seedling  to  be 
called  the  Cherry  Peach.    Mr.  C.  receives  a  gratuity  of  $1,  for  this  fruit. 

Ellis  Burt,  East  Douglas, — American  Bass  Matting  for  nursery  purposes. 
We  understand  that  some  nurserymen  use  this  in  preference  to  the  imported 
article.  Not  being  fully  competent  to  decide  whether  Matting  belongs  with  the 
fruits  or  the  vegetables,  we  have  concluded  to  refer  the  matter  over  to  the  Com- 
mittees of  next  year. 

Lyman  Pierce,  West  Boylston, — Apples. 

Geo.  T.  Rice, — nine  plates  of  Peaches  5  one  plate  of  Blue  Imperatrice 
Plums  ;  one  plate  of  Blood  Clingstone  Peaches. 
D.  W.  Lincoln, — nineteen  fine  varieties  of  Pears. 
Levi  Clapp, — Peaches,  one  plate. 

Wm.  C.  C apron,  Uxbridge, — Apples  :  twenty-nine  varieties,  so  valuable 
and  so  excellen:  in  their  kinds  that  the  Committee — not  however  without  some 
hesitation — concluded  to  award  the  premium  of  $3  to  this  as  the  best  collection 
of  apples.    Pears  :  two  plates  nameless  ;  Peaches  :  three  plates. 

Wildeh  Bush,  Northboro, — Peaches  :  Malta,  and  Crawford's  Early. 

Samuel  A.  Walker,  Roxbury. — This  gentleman,  the  Recording  Secretary 
of  the  Mass.  Horticultural  Society,  exhibited  and  generously  gave  to  the  Com- 
mittee fifty-one  varieties  of  Pears.  Their  names  may  be  seen  in  the  Society's 
Record.  Mr.  W.  will  please  to  accept  the  thanks  of  the  Committee  and  of  the 
Society  also,  for  this  valuable  contribution. 

Charles  Johnson,  Northboro', — one  plate  Pears  ;  Isabella  Grapes,  which 
took  the  premium  of  $1,  as  the  best  grapes  of  open  culture. 

Samuel  Sawyer,  Millbury, — Apples. 

Hiram  Wing,  Northbridge, — Pears  :  Iron  ;  Grapes  :  Isabella  and  Black- 
stone.  This  latter  and  the  Fitchburg,  are  the  best  two  known  native  grapes 
that  have  originated  in  Worcester  County. 

William  Bowdoin,  New  Braintree, — Apples  and  BufFom  Pears. 

D.  D.  Prescott,  West  Boylston, — Quinces. 

0.  H.  Tomblen,  North  Brookfield, — Apples. 

Daniel  Winsor,  Johnston,  R.  I., — Apples  :  beautiful  R.  I.  Greenings,  and 
seven  other  varieties. 

Samuel  H.  Colton,  (of  the  Worcester  Nursery) — Apples:  forty-three  varie- 
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ties,  (altogether  the  largest  collection  in  the  Hall.)  Pears:  27  varieties ; 
Peaches  ;  fifteen  varieties  ;  Plums  :  seven  varieties  ;  Nectarines  :  Boston  (a 
beautiful  fruit)  ;  Grapes  :  Isabella  and  Fitchburg,  the  latter  is  smaller  than  the 
Blackstone,  (see  H.  Wing,  above),  but  its  pulp  is  less  foxy  and  rather  better 
flavored.    Mr.  C's  fruit  was  withdrawn  from  competition  for  the  premiums. 

Hon.  Levi  Lincoln, — A  fine  collection  of  fruit,  of  which,  by  some  over- 
sight, no  entry  was  made  on  the  records.  Among  the  pears,  was  a  Flemish 
Beauty,  which  received  ihe  premium  of  $1.50,  as  the  best  single  specimen  of 
pears. 

The  entries  of  the  Vegetable  Department  were: — 

Anson  Braman, — Tomatoes  of  a  size  such  as  no  mortal  man  ever  saw  be- 
fore. 

Rev.  John  Nelson,  Leicester, — Fine  Blood  Beets. 
George  T.  Corey, — Radishes  ;  white  and  black  Spanish. 
Solomon  Parsons, — Artichokes,  Snake  Cucumber,  Beans,  &c. 
P.  Holmes, — Squash  of  last  year's  growth. 
Edwin  Draper, — Also  a  Squash  of  last  year's  growth. 
Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury, — Varieties  of  Corn  and  Beans. 
W.  B.  Whiting,  Sutton. — Blood  Beets. 

0.  B.  Hadwen, — Carrots  :  orange  and  white,  (fine  specimens)  ;  Cabbages. 
John  Angier, — Celery  and  Onions. 

Joseph  Sargent,  Leicester, — Sunflowers;  such  as  we  read  of,  as  to  size. 

W.  T.  Merrifield, — Beets,  Carrots,  Parsnips,  Melons,  &c,  &c. 

W.  F.  Pond, — one  Squash. 

J.  H.  Brooks, — one  Pumpkin. 

Gardiner  Paine, — Potatoes:  Long  Red,  Ladies'  Fingers,  (fine  specimens), 
and  Early  Hill.    This  latter  is  a  very  valuable  early  variety. 

George  Gamble,  Millbury, — This  little  boy  but  twelve  years  of  age,  exhibi- 
ted fine  Carrots,  Melons,  Beets,  and  Squashes  raised  by  himselt.  The  Com- 
mittee awarded  him  a  gratuity  of  fifty  cents  and  hope  to  hear  from  him  again 
next  year. 

Wm.  Elliot, — Greenfield,  Tuscarora  Corn. 

Charles  Thurber, — That  curious  Melon,  commonly  known  as  the  Snake 
Cucumber,  also,  Beets  and  Turnips. 

Benj.  H.  Franklin, — Tomatoes,  and  other  Pickles  ;  Jelly  and  Vegetables. 
Nathaniel  Stowell, — Blood  Beets. 
Tilley  Chaffin, — one  Watermelon. 
Gilbert  Albee, — Peppers. 

Wm.  0.  Bartlett, — Turnips,  and  some  fine  Melons,  which  received  the 
premium  of  $1,  as  the  best  exhibited. 

S.  Parmenter,  Westboro', — (Natural)  Corn. 

College  of  the  Holy  Cross, — Cabbages :  (very  large,)  Beets,  Tomatoes, 
&c,  &c. 

Visitors  who  examined  the  Vegetable  department  particularly,  must  have 
noticed  that  the  specimens  on  the  tables  were  mostly  of  the  largest  size.  This 
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is  not  exactly  as  it  should  be, — the  largest  vegetables  are  by  no  means  the  best. 
Fair,  beautiful  specimens  of  medium,  or  just  above  medium  size,  are  what  we 
hope  to  see  also,  in  addition  to  those  of  monstrous  growth. 

We  are  sorry  to  notice  so  few  pure  varieties  of  squashes  and  melons  at  our 
Exhibitions  and  in  the  market.  These  vegetables  have  such  strong  amalga- 
mating propensities,  that  in  order  to  retain  a  particular  kind  from  deteriorating, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  cultivate  it  at  a  very  considerable  distance  from 
other  kinds  of  the  same  family. 

We  have  got  through  with  the  list  but  the  end  is  not  yet.  A  word  more 
ought  to  be  said.  Those  who  have  read  the  former  Reports  of  the  Fruit 
department  of  the  exhibitors,  probably  have  little  idea  of  the  amount  of  time 
and  labor  that  it  cost  the  writers  to  prepare  them.  And  even  this  present  Re- 
port, now  spreading  over  the  twenty-ninth  page  of  letter  paper,  is  not  the  work 
of  an  hour  or  day. 

Our  obligations  are  due  to  Messrs.  John  Milton  Earle,  Samuel  H.  Colton,  and 
William  C.  Capron,  for  the  assistance  which  they  kindly  rendered  us  in  collect- 
ing the  materials  for  this  long  account  of  the  leading  department  of  the  Exhibi- 
tion. To  the  two  classes  of  active  members  in  the  Society — those  who  do  the 
work,  and  those  who  complain  of  it  when  done, — and  to  the  public  generally, 
we  respectfully  submit  the  Report. 

GEORGE  JAQUES. 
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ANNUAL  EXHIBITION,  1849. 

REPORT  ON  FLOWERS. 

Samuel  F.  Haven,  Chairman;  Mrs.  M.  [D.  Phillips,  Mrs.  P.  S.  Can- 
field,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Richardson. 

The  floral  display  at  this  exhibition,  manifested  a  well  sustained  interest  in 
that  department  of  horticulture  which  appeals  to  the  finer  senses,  and  pro- 
motes the  growth  of  domestic  tastes  of  a  purifying  and  elevating  character. 
The  decorations  of  the  room,  marked  by  a  simplicity  most  pleasing  to  a  culti- 
vated perception  of  the  beautitul,  were  exceedingly  appropriate.  They  were 
as  they  should  be,  subsidiary  to  the  real  purposes  of  the  exhibition,  and  not  de- 
signed to  attract  to  themselves  the  attention  more  properly  due  to  the  articles 
contributed  for  observation  and  comparison.  To  Dr.  Samuel  Flagg,  for  whose 
services  in  a  similar  way  the  Society  has  often  before  been  indebted,  belongs  the 
credit  of  the  skill  and  judgment  shown  in  their  arrangement.  The  stands, 
bouquets,  and  vases  of  cut  flowers,  and  the  pots  of  parlor  plants,  were  numer- 
ous and  well  selected  ;  the  dishes,  in  which  smaller  flowers  are  displayed  to  most 
advantage,  exhibited  variety  and  taste  in  their  combinations  ;  and  the  whole 
collection  must  have  afforded  gratification  to  the  scientific  cultivator  as  well  as 
to  the  more  superficial  and  less  enlightened  observer. 

It  would  be  desirable,  on  some  accounts,  if  in  awarding  premiums,  the  crite- 
rion of  merit  could  be  somewhat  modified.  With  absolute  superiority  for  the 
only  standard  it  is  evident  that  the  advantages  of  competition  are  not  equally 
shared.  Those  who  possess  large  gardens,  which  have  been  long  and  highly 
cultivated,  whether  for  ornament  or  profit,  must  be  expected  to  furnish  the 
finest  varieties  and  the  choicest  specimens  of  their  kind.  So,  too,  it  would  be 
strange,  if  those  who  from  abundant  materials  have  been  in  the  daily  habit  of 
arranging  and  combining  shades  and  trees,  with  a  view  to  their  best  effect  in 
vases  or  bouquets,  should  not  manifest  the  results  of  practice  and  experience, 
apart  from  any  natural  difference  in  judgment  or  taste.  The  art  of  disposing 
colors  and  forms,  either  in  the  way  of  harmony  or  contrast,  so  as  to  produce 
the  most  agreeable  impression,  requires  the  labor  of  study  and  experiment  not 
less  than  the  analagous  arts  of  music  and  painting, — indeed,  it  is  one  of  the 
most  difficult  a/id  last  acquired  departments  of  the  latter.  Thus  the  contribu- 
tions at  our  Exhibitions  which  are  made  from  more  limited  resources,  and  by 
comparatively  new  cultivators,  are  liable  to  be  thrown  too  much  in  the  back 
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ground,  by  the  advantages  which  more  favorable  circumstances  have  given  to 
their  competitors.  Yet  these  first  efforts  in  horticulture,  considered  as  proofs 
of  a  spreading  and  progressive  taste,  are  just  what  it  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant purposes  of  the  Society  to  notice  and  encourage.  Whether  any  mode 
of  awarding  and  distributing  premiums  can  be  devised  that  shall  reach  such 
cases,  and  develope  the  nature  and  degree  of  merit  belonging  to  each,  is  a 
question  worthy  to  be  considered  hereafter  by  the  Trustees.  Although  a  diffi- 
cult undertaking,  an  approximation  to  the  success  may  not  be  impossible. 

On  the  present  occasion  the  Committee  have  had  no  other  guide  than  the 
printed  rules  of  the  Exhibition.  They  have  assigned  the  premiums  according 
to  the  terms  therein  prescribed,  and  propose  to  notice  the  various  contributions 
in  the  very  concise  manner  required  by  the  usual  limits  of  the  Report.  They 
are  named  in  the  order  in  which  they  happened  to  be  observed  by  the  Commit- 
tee while  passing  round  the  room  for  the  purpose  of  examination. 

1.  A  Bouquet  from  Hon.  S.  Salisbury. 

2.  A  stand  of  Dahlias,  a  good  selection,  from  Mrs.  John  Corey. 

3.  A  dish  of  Verbenas,  from  the  same. 

4.  A  very  handsome  flat  Bouquet,  composed  of  Dahlias,  Gladiolus,  and 
Asters,  from  Mrs.  Win.  T.  Merrifield. 

5.  A  flat  Bouquet  of  Dahlias,  from  Thomas  Baylies.  Good. 

6.  A  stand  of  Dahlias,  with  the  names  attached,  a  mode  of  exhibition  well 
worthy  of  imitation,  from  Oliver  Hall.  Premium. 

7.  A  vase  of  Dahlias,  from  Mrs.  Loring  Goes. 

8.  A  dish  of  Verbenas,  from  Mrs.  John  Corey, — very  handsome. 

9.  Vases  of  Cut  Flowers,  from  J.  Fawcett. 

10.  Vases  of  Altheas,  Roses,  Phloxes,  and  Verbenas,  from  D.  W.  Lincoln. 

11.  Vases  of  Roses,  from  the  same. 

12.  Stand  of  Verbenas,  from  the  same. 

These  were  all  choice  and  beautiful  specimens. 

13.  Stand  of  Dahlias,  Roses  and  Phloxes,  arranged  with  much  taste,  from 
C.  Thurber. 

14.  A  very  good  Bouquet  of  Asters,  from  Mrs.  A.  H.  Wilder. 

15.  A  good  Bouquet,  from  Miss  Sawyer. 

1G.  Stand  of  Dahlias,  some  of  the  finest  varieties,  and  worthy  of  particu- 
lar praise,  from  J.  Mulcahy,  of  Wilkinsonville. 

17.  Flat  Bouquet  of  Dahlias,  from  E.  W.  Spalding. 

18.  Dish  of  Dahlias  and  Asters,  Irom  Mrs.  Weeks. 

19.  Stand  of  Dahlias,  Gladiolus,  &c,  a  fine  collection,  from  Wm.  C.  Capron- 
2).    Vase  of  Cut  Flowers,  from  Mrs.  Dr.  Bates.    In  addition  to  its  own 

actual  merits,  credit  is  due  in  this  case  for  the  good  season  in  which  it  was  sent 
to  the  Hall. 

21.  Flat  Bouquet,  gracefully  entwined  with  evergreen,  from  Mrs.  Asa  Rice, 
of  West  Boylston. 

22.  Bouquet  of  Dahlias,  similarly  combined,  from  Miss  C.  Fairbanks,  of 
West  Boylston. 
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23.  Bouquet  from  A.  D.  Foster,  very  good  collection  and  tastefully  com- 
bined. 

24.  Amaranthus  Grandiflora,  from  James  Green.  A  large  and  good  spe- 
cimen. 

25.  Orange  Tree,  in  fruit,  from  Robert  Parker.  Premium. 

26.  A  handsome  Double  Oleander,  from  Mr.  E.  Carter. 

27.  Stand  of  Dahlias,  from  the  College  of  the  Holy  Cross.    Good  specimens. 

28.  Two  dishes  and  one  basket  Cut  Flowers,  from  Miss  Jane  Fox. 

29.  One  small  but  perfectly  arranged  vase  of  Asters  and  Phloxes,  from  the 
same. 

30.  A  beautiful  Bouquet,  from  the  same. 

31.  Four  very  pretty  small  Bouquets,  from  Mrs.  Bruce,  of  Charlestown. 

32.  Two  vases  of  Dried  Grass,  from  S.  A.  Daniels. 

33.  Stand  of  Dahlias,  from  W.  T.  Merrifield.  Premium. 

34.  Small  Bouquet  of  Flowers,  from  Mrs.  L.  P.  Merriam. 

35.  Basket  of  Flowers,  from  Mrs.  G.  W.  Richardson. 
3G.  Dish  of  Balsamines,  from  the  same. 

*  37.  Vase  of  Cut  Flowers,  from  the  same. 

38.  Stand  of  Dahlias,  from  the  same,  arranged  with  singular  elegance  and 
great  purity  of  taste. 

39.  Flat  Bouquet  of  Dahlias,  from  Matilda  and  Harriet  Rice.  Large  and 
beautiful. 

40.  Small  Bouquet,  from  N.  Paine.    Very  handsome. 

41.  Two  Bouquets  of  Cut  Flowers,  from  Mr.  Forbush.  Handsome. 

42.  A  round  Bouquet,  of  much  beauty,  from  John  Green,  3d. 

43.  A  pretty  Bouquet  of  Cut  Flowers,  from  Lucy  E.  Temple. 

44.  Dish  of  brilliant  Cut  Flowers,  from  Miss  E.  Banister. 

45.  A  very  well  arranged  round  Bouquet  of  Dahlias  and  other  Cut  Flowers, 
from  Miss  S.  J.  Basset,  of  Blackstone. 

46.  A  round  Bouquet  in  a  very  handsome  vase,  from  Mrs.- W.  M.  Bickford. 

47.  A  small  dish  of  Pansies,  from  the  same. 

48.  Bouquet  of  Cut  Flowers,  from  Miss  Packard. 

49.  A  dish  of  Flowers,  from  Mrs.  Geo.  T.  Rice.  Tasteful. 

50.  A  pyramid  of  Dahlias,  from  Leonard  Cheney,  of  Southbridge,  con- 
structed so  as  to  give  fine  effect  to  the  plants.  Gratuity. 

51.  Egg  Plant,  from  Mrs.  P.  Goddard.    Good  Specimen. 

52.  A  fine  selection  of  Cut  Flowers,  in  a  vase,  from  Mrs.  Gardiner  Paine. 

53.  Stand  of  Dahlias,  from  W.  C.  Capron,  of  "Oxbridge.    Good  variety. 

54.  A  flat,  heart-shaped  Bouquet,  of  thirty-six  Dahlias,  from  E.  Withington. 

55.  Bouquet  of  Verbenas  of  the  rarest  kinds,  from  Miss  .Williams. 

56.  Dish  of  Marigolds,  Verbenas,  &c,  from  Mrs.  James  Green.  A  beau- 
tiful variety  and  well  combined. 

57.  Staphelia  Grandiflora,  from  John  Green,  3d. 

58.  Two  dishes  of  Roses,  from  Mrs.  Wm.  T.  Merrifield. 

59.  An  elegant  Bouquet  of  Dahlias  and  Asters,  from  the  same. 
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60.  An  exceedingly  fine  collection  of  Parlor  Plants,  from  the  same. 

61.  Thirty-four  pots  of  German  Asters,  a  superb  collection,  from  0.  Hall. 

62.  A  scarlet  Agapanthus  Lily,  from  the  same. 

63.  Cut  Flowers,  various  forms,  and  beautifully  arranged,  from  Mrs.  Can 
field.  Premium. 

The  foregoing  is  simply  a  catalogue  of  the  contributions  that  filled  aud  adorn- 
ed the  Hall,  with  the  briefest  expressions  of  such  commendation  as  their  vari- 
ous merits  elicited.  Except  where  cases  arise  requiring  minuter  details  of 
praise  or  criticism,  this  form  of  notice  is  perhaps  the  best,  as  being  a  concise 
record  of  the  Exhibition  with  respect  both  to  the  number  and  quality  of  the 
articles  displayed.  More  than  this  would  be  likely  to  extend  our  report  to  an 
unreadable  length. 

The  six  premiums  offered  by  the  Society  were  awarded  by  the  Committee  as 
follows  : 

For  the  best  display  of  Dahlias,  to  0.  Hall  of  Worcester,  $2  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Wm.  T.  Merrifield,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  display  of  Parlor  Plants,  to  Wm.  T.  Merrifield,  of  Worcester,  2  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Robert  Parker,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  display  of  Cut  Flowers,  to  Mrs.  Canfield,  of  Worcester,...  2  00 
For  the  second  best  display  of  Cut  Flowers,  to  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  of 

Worcester,   1  00 

To  Leonard  Cheney  of  Southbridge,  for  a  stand  of  Dahlias  and  a  Wreath,  1  00 

For  the  Committee, 

SAMUEL  F.  HAVEN. 


REPORT  ON  FRUIT. 

Dr.  William  Workman,  Chairman;  David  S.  Messinger,  William  N. 
Green,  of  Worcester,  Dr.  Joshua  Porter,  of  No.  Brookfield,  Job  C.  Stone, 
of  Shrewsbury. 

When  the  Committee  entered  upon  the  performance  of  their  duty,  they  soon 
found  that  they  had  a  very  arduous  labor  before  them.  They  however,  en- 
deavored to  discharge  their  duty  faithfully,  and  to  examine  carefully,  all  the 
specimens  of  fruits  upon  the  tables.  If  any  escaped  their  notice,  they  regret  it, 
and  can  only  say,  that  it  was  not  owing  to  any  intentional  neglect  on  their  part. 
Whoever  has  experienced  the  labor  of  such  an  examination,  will  not  think  it 
very  strange,  if,  amidst  the  vast  multiplicity  of  specimens,  some  should  be  over- 
looked. Some  contributions  may  not  have  been  noticed,  and  possibly,  some 
may  have  failed  of  a  premium  on  account  of  the  tardiness  with  which  they 
were  brought  in.  For  such,  if  any  such  there  were,  the  Committee  do  not  feel 
responsible. 

The  season  has  been  unfavorable  to  the  production  of  apples  this  year,  con- 
sequently the  show  of  apples  was  neither  as  large  nor  as  good  as  it  has  been  in 
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years  past.  But  the  excellency  and  variety  of  Peaches,  Pears,  Plums,  and 
Grapes,  was  such,  as  to  compensate  and  more  than  make  up  in  brilliancy  of 
effect,  for  the  deficiency  of  the  apples. 

We  have  had  no  show  of  peaches  in  any  previous  year,  that  would  at  all 
compare  with  the  magnificent  display  of  that  luscious  fruit  collected  on  our 
tables  this  year. 

The  collection  of  pears  also  was  large,  and  there  were  very  many  specimens 
of  great  excellence  and  beauty. 

The  samples  of  plums  were  very  numerous,  fine  in  quality,  and  in  great  variety. 

There  were  several  varieties  of  foreign  grapes  on  the  tables  (cultivated  un- 
der glass  of  course),  that  were  rich  to  the  vision  and  most  delicious  to  the  taste  ; 
and  very  numerous  samples  and  varieties  of  native  grapes  raised  in  open  cul- 
ture, many  of  them  of  excellent  quality  for  their  kind  ;  showing  increased  at- 
tention to  the  cultivation  of  this  celebrated  and  time  honored  fruit. 

It  would  be  very  gratifying  to  the  Committee  to  say  some  pretty  words  to  each 
and  every  one  that  graced  the  show  by  their  contributions,  as  the  fruit  passed 
in  review  before  them  ;  but  inasmuch  as  our  horticultural  shows  are  becoming 
a  matter  of  utility  more  than  of  compliments,  they  must  forego  that  pleasure 
on  the  present  occasion.  They  will,  therefore,  proceed  directly  to  the  enumera- 
tion of  the  fruits,  promising  however,  that  they  do  not  take  the  responsibility  of 
the  correctness  of.  the  nomenclature  used  in  the  report.  They  have  reported 
the  names  principally  as  they  were  entered  in  the  book  ;  there  are  doubtless 
many  errors,  but  the  Committee  soon  found  it  would  be  too  great  a  labor  for 
them  to  undertake  to  correct  them  all.  They  have  noticed  particularly,  only 
some  of  the  best  specimens — there  were  many  others  of  great  excellence  and 
beauty,  but  it  would  extend  this  report  too  much  to  speak  of  them  all. 

Mrs.  Anson  Braman, — one  dish  of  magnificent  Newington  Peaches,  for 
which  she  was  awarded  the  first  premium  for  the  best  dish  of  peaches  of  no  less 
than  twelve  specimens,  $2. 

Rev.  Alonzo  Hill, — Apples  :  Porter,  Lyscom,  Rhode  Island  Greenings, 
Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Crab  Apples  ;  Plums  :  Prince's  Imperial  Gage,  Wash- 
ington, Green  Gage ;  Pears  :  Passans  du  Portugal,  Capiaumont,  and  Chelmsford, 
fine  ;  Native  Grapes. 

Edward  P.  Chaffin, — Peaches,  nameless. 

Cyrus  Holbrook,  Sterling, — Peaches,  nameless. 

Benjamin  N.  Childs, — Peaches  :  President,  and  a  seedling ;  Coolidge's 
Favourite,  very  fine  ;  Dix  Pear  ;  Apples  :  Sweet  Russet,  Roxbury  Russet, 
Greenings,  French  Apple,  Black  Gilliflower,  Baldwin,  Ribstone  Pippin,  Cat- 
head Sweet,  Nonsuch,  and  Native  Grapes. 

Dr.  George  Chandler,  (Lunatic  Hospital), — Buffum  and  seedling  Pears. 

Dr.  Henry  G.  Bates, — Peaches :  Crawford's  Early ;  Isabella  Grapes  ; 
Nectarines  ;  Orange  Quinces  ;  Lyscom  Apple. 

Benjamin  H.  Goodale, — Victoria  Plum  and  Coe's  Golden  Drop. 

Joseph  E.  Phelps, — Plums  :  Columbia,  Gage  and  Imperial  Gage  ;  Bartlett 
Pears. 
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Luke  Harrington,  Shrewsbury, — Bartlett  Pears. 
Paul  Goodale,  West  Boylston, — Peaches. 
Hiram  Ross,  Sterling, — Seedling  Peaches. 

A.  M.  Merrifield,—  Peaches  :  Crawford's  Early,;  Blackstone  Grapes,  and 
Bartlett  Pears. 

Z,  Berry, — Peaches  :  Crawford's  Early,  two  plates  nameless. 
Abner  Rogers, — Peaches  :  two  plates. 
Charles  Eager, — Peaches  :  Crawford's  Early. 
J.  C  Ripley, — Peaches  :  Yellow  Red  Rareripe. 

Hon.  A.  D.  Foster, — Pears :  Passe  Colmar,  Buffum,  Auburn  BergaraottT 
Henry  IVth,  Duchesse  d'Angoulerae,  Bartlett,  Winter  Nelis,  Seckel,  Dix, 
Catillac,  Napoleon,  Prince's,  St.  Germain^  St.  Michael,  Brown  Beurre,  two 
varieties  unknuwn  5  Orange  Quince  ;  Green  Gage  Plums,  and  four  varieties  of 
Peaches. 

George  A.  Dresser, — Orange  Pears. 
J.  S.  Rand, — Crawford  Peaches. 

Charles  P.  Nichols, — Four  varieties  of  Plums,  no  names  entered. 
Mrs.  A.  Brown, — Bartlett  Pears. 

J.  Lawrence  Estey; — Orange  Quinces  5  Apples  :  Greenings  and  Porters ; 
Imperial  Gage  Plums. 

Henry  K.  Newcomb, — Pears:  Bartlett,  Dix.  (very  fine.) 

Charles  H.  Hill,— Peaches  :  Crawford's  Early,  George  IVth,  Coolidge's 
Favourite,  Royal  Kensington,  and  four  varieties  of  seedlings,  all  very  fine  ; 
Pears:  Seckel,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Capiaumont ;  Plums:  Duane's  Purple  and 
Magnum  Bonum  :  Quinces  :  a  beautifnl  collection.  Premium  for  second  best 
collection  of  Peaches,  (seven  dishes),  $3. 

Charles  Paine, — Peaches  :  Crawford's  Early,  Royal  Kensington,  George 
IVth,  Seedling  ;  Semiana  Plums  :  Portugal  Quinces. 

Charles  Hale,  Millbury, — Orange  Quinces  ;  plate  of  Plums  ;  Blackstone, 
and  other  native  Grapes,  Black  Hamburg  and  Sweet  Water  Grapes.  First 
premium  for  the  best  specimen  of  Quinces,  $2. 

Jonas  H.  Allen,  Shrewsbury, — Peaches  :  Cooledge's  Favourite,  Crawford's 
Early,  Jaques'  Yellow  Rareripe,  Bellegarde,  Cotton,  Yellow  Red  Rareripe,  Red 
Rareripe,  Golden  Melocoton,  two  nameless,  three  seedlings, — he  calls  one 
Allen's  seedling.  The  seedlings  are  good,  but  the  Committee  would  prefer  to 
wait  another  year  before  giving  a  decided  opinion  upon  them.  Twelve  dishes 
of  native  Grapes  ;  a  magnificent  collection  of  Peaches  ;  first  premium  of  $4, 

Rev.  John  Jennings, — Peaches  :  Crawford's  Early,  Melocoton,  and  Late 
Crawford,  Red  Rareripe,  Cooledge's  Favourite,  George  IVth,  Yellow  Red 
Rareripe,  one  variety  unknown, — all  very  fine.  Third  best  collection, — premium 
$2. 

Creighton  Ruggles,  Barre, — Native  Grapes. 

Asa  H.  Allen,  Shrewsbury, — Peaches :  Crawford's  Early,  Lemon  Free- 
stone, Coolidge's  Favourite,  one  seedling  ; — a  good  collection. 

Thomas  W.  Ward,  Shrewsbury, — Three  varieties  of  seedling  Peaches. 
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Philander  Sears, — Peaches :  Crawford's  Early,  Red  Rareripe,  Yellow 
Melocoton  ;  nameless  Apples. 

Samuel  H.  Colton,  of  the  Worcester  Nursery, — Pears :  Bartlett,  Dix, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Frederic  de  Wurternberg,  Josephine,  Petre,  Seckel 
Beurre  de  Capiaumont,  Belle  Lucrative,  Napoleon,  Beurre  d'Aremberg, 
Beurre  Diel,  Bezi  de  la  Motte,  Marie  Louise,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Beurre 
d'Amalis,  Andrews,  Lewis,  Muscadine,  Buffum,  Beurre  Bosc,  St.  Andre, 
St.  Michael,  Henry  IVth,  Golden  Beurre  of  Bilboa,  Rostiezer,  Dearbon's 
Seedling,  two  nameless  ;  Apples :  Baldwin,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Roxbury  Rus- 
set, Pound  Royal,  Lyscom,  Tifft  Sweeting,  Talman's  Sweeting,  Honey  Green- 
ing, Brabant  Bellflower,  Maiden's  Blush,  Hamburg,  French  Nonpareil,  La- 
dies' Sweeting,  Kelsey,  Episcopal,  R.  I.  Greening,  Fameuse,  Hollow  Crown, 
Pomme  Royal,  Porter,  Danvers  Winter  Sweet,  three  varieties  of  Crab,  two 
nameless,  White  Seek  No  Further;  Plums:  Purple  Favourite,  Nectarine,  Pur- 
ple Gage,  Lombard,  Jefferson,  Diamond,  Golden  Drop,  Downton,  Imperatrice, 
Green  Gage,  Cruger's  Scarlet  Gage,  Imperial  Gage,  Hiding's  Superb  Nota 
Bene,  Petit  Mirabelle.  A  splendid  collection.  First  premium  for  best  collection 
of  Plums,  $4  ;  Grapes  :  Isabella  and  Fitchburg.  The  Committee  after  much 
tasting,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Fitchburg  Grape  is  one  of  the  best,  if 
not  the  best,  of  the  native  Grapes.    Orange  Quince. 

For  his  very  large  and  fine  show  of  Pears  (twenty-nine  varieties,)  Mr.  Col- 
ton takes  the  premium  for  the  second  best  collection,  $4. 

John  B.  Pratt, — Peaches :  Crawford's  Early,  Nameless,  Cooledge's  Fa- 
vorite, Royal  George,  Bellegarde,  Good. 

Thomas  Earle, — Pears  :  Bartlett  and  Seckel ;  Peaches  :  Yellow  Rareripe 
Red  Rareripe,  Cooledge's  Favorite. 

S-  P.  Champney, — Peaches:  Crawfords'  Early,  Yellow  Melocoton,  Sargent 
Rareripe  ;  Apples  :  Pippin  and  Lyscom. 

D.  S.  Messinger, — Peaches  :  Red  Cheeked  Melocoton.  Snow  Peach,  Cool- 
edge's Favorite,  Brevoort,  Morris  White,  Royal  George,  three  nameless,  one 
seedling. 

John  Barnard, — Seedling  Peach  ;  Isabella  Grapes,  very  fine.    First  pre- 
mium for  Grapes  raised  in  open  culture. 
Solomon  Parsons, — Chelmsford  Pears. 

Putnam  W.  Taft, — Plums :  Imperial  Gage,  Yellow  Gage ;  Nameless 
Peaches  ;  Bartlett  Pears. 

John  C.  Dodge, — Attleboro' — Black  Hamburg  Grapes,  very  fine. 

John  Milton  Earle, — Pears  :  Marie  Louise,  very  fine,  Belle  Lucrative, 
Golden  Beurre  of  Bilboa,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  fine,  Flemish  Beauty,  Beurre 
d'Aremberg,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Glout  Morceau, 
Lawrence,  St.  Michael,  Dix,  Surpasse  Yirgalieu,  Andrews,  Hacon's  Incom- 
parable, Brown  Beurre,  Henry  IVth,  very  fine,  Bartlett,  Chaumontelle,  Vicar 
of  Winkfield,  Lewis,  Julienne,  Urbaniste,  Henry  IVth  on  quince,  Marie 
Louise  on  quince,  very  fine,  Bleecker's  Meadow,  Rushmore's  Bon  Chretien, 
Bezi  de  la  Motte,  Rousselet  de  Rheims,  Passe  Colmar,  unnamed,  Paradise 
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d'Automme,  beautiful!  Thirty  varieties;  Peaches;  Early  Crawford,  Late 
Crawford,  Cooledge's  Favorite,  Red  Rareripe,  Yellow  Rareripe,  George  IVth, 
White  Imperial,  Beers'  Late  Rareripe,  Bonaparte,  Late  Admirable,  Morris' 
Red  Rareripe,  Yellow  Alberge,  Blood,  Morris'  White  Rareripe,  Seedling,  Bal- 
lard's Seedling,  Yellow  Melocoton  ;  Plums  :  Washington,  Green  Gage,  St. 
Catharines,  Orleans,  Purple  Gage,  Blue  Gage,  Smith's  Orleans,  Diamond, 
Coe's  Golden  Drop,  Prince's  Imperial  Gage,  Prince's  Red  Gage,  Lombard, 
French  Prune,  Ross'  Autumn  Gages,  Brussels,  Horse  Plum,  Semiana, — >seven- 
teen  varieties.  A  very  large  and  fine  collection.  For  second  best  collection  of 
Plums,  Mr.  Earle  takes  the  second  premium  of  $3.  Mr.  Earle's  collection  of 
pears  was  one  of  great  excellence.  The  Committee  had  considerable  difficulty  in 
deciding  between  this  and  that  of  Judge  Thomas  for  the  third  premium  ;  but 
after  much  deliberation  and  repeated  examination,  they  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  Judge  Thomas  had  the  largest  number  of  first-rate  specimens  of  good 
kiuds  ;  though  Mr.  Earle  had  the  largest  variety  and  some  of  them  were  mag- 
nificent, yet  others  of  his  best  kinds  were  imperfect  specimens. 

Jonathan  Rice, — Preserved  Gooseberries  and  Currants. 

E.  J.  Whiting, — Preserved  Watermelon. 
•    Enoch  Hall, — Native  Sweet  Grapes. 

Oliver  Hall, — Peaches  :  Clingstone,  Red  Rareripe,  Snow,  Cooledge's  Fa- 
vorite, Yellow  Rareripe. 

George  W.  Richardson, — Peaches  :  Crawford's  Late  and  Red  Rareripe. 

Hon.  B.  F.  Thomas,  —  Plums:  Queen  Mother,  Nameless  ;  Apples:  Bald- 
win, Porter,  Fall  Pippin,  Nameless,  Minister,  Grafton  Sweeting  ;  Pears  :  Louise 
Bonne  de  Jersey,  Beurre  Diel,  Flemish  Beauty,  Capiaumont,  Beurre  d'Aremberg, 
Beurre  Bosc,  Iron,  Nameless,  Bleecker's  Meadow,  Nameless,  Bartlett,  Name- 
less, Napoleon,  Howell,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  St  Michael,  Seckel,  Easter 
Beurre,  Nameless,  Brown  Beurre,  Nameless ;  Orange  Quince ;  twenty-one 
varieties  of  pears  of  excellent  quality.  Premium  for  third  best  collection,  $3. 
Judge  Thomas  presented  a  bountiful  dish  of  Queen  Mother  Plums.  These 
plums  are  recommended  by  him  as  possessing  several  good  qualities  which 
should  render  them  worthy  of  more  extensive  cultivation.  They  are  not  injured 
by  the  curculio.  The  tree  is  a  constant  and  enormous  bearer  ;  the  fruit  will 
hang  on  the  tree  till  it  becomes  shrivelled  and  dried  without  rotting.  They  are 
a  very  good,  though  not  first-rate  plum,  and  continue  a  long  time  in  good  eat- 
ing condition.  The  Judge  will  be  happy  to  supply  any  one  with  scions  who 
may  desire  them. 

Clarendon  Harris, — Five  varieties  of  Peaches,  a  very  handsome  lot,  names 
not  entered. 

Gardiner  Paine, — Pears  :  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  St. 
Michael,  Bartlett,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme. 

Emory  Banister, — Pears  :  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  very  fine,  Bartlett, 
Passe  Colmar  ;  Plums  :  Imperial  Gage. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Flagg,— Eureka  Peaches. 

Asaph  Andrews,  Shrewsbury,-^-Peaches :  Snow,  Nameless,  Seedling,  Cool- 
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edge's  Favorite  ;  Pears  :  Flemish  Beauty  and  Winter  Nelis,  both  very  fine  ; 
Native  Grapes. 

Alexander  H.  Plympton,  Shrewsbury, — Seedling  Peaches. 

Joseph  L.  Royslen, — -Peaches  :  Yellow  Rareripe,  Red  Rareripe. 

Job  C.  Stone,  Shrewsbury, — Apples :  Leland's  Spice,  Early  Williams, 
Maiden's  Blush  ;  Purple  Quinces. 

Anthony  Chase, — Pears  :  Flemish  Beauty,  Bartlett,  two  varieties,  Name- 
less ;  Peaches  :  Bullard's  Seedlings ;  Green  Gage  Plums  ;  Orange  Quinces, 
very  fine.    Premium  for  second  best  Quinces,  $1. 

Josiah  Britton, — Late  Crawford  Peaches. 

Wm.  M.  Bickford, — Apples  :  Lyscom,  Fall  Pippin,  Blue  Pearmain,  R.  I. 
Greenings,  Baldwin,  Winter  Sweeting,  Belden  Sweeting,  two  varieties,  Name- 
less ;  Pears  :  Pound,  Easter  Beurre,  Seckel,  Nectarines. 

Lucius  Beach, — Apples  :  Baldwin,  Roxbury  Russet,  three  plates  Nameless. 

Horace  Chenery, — Apples  :  Blue  Pearmain. 

Hon.  Charles  Allen, — Pears  :  St.  Michael  ;  Quinces. 

John  Patrick,  Warren, — Peaches  :  Crawford,  Nameless  ;  two  plates  of 
Bartlett  Pears,  fine. 

Edward  Earle, — Pears  :  Nameless,  Sieulle,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Buffum, 
Bleecker's  Meadow,  Dix,  Bartlett,  cooking,  eleven  plates  of  pears,  names  not 
.  entered,  Seckel ;  one  plate  of  Peaches  ;  Sweet  Water  Grapes.  For  his  twenty 
varieties  of  beautiful  pears,  he  takes  the  premium  for  the  best  collection  of 
Pears,  $5. 

Charles  Thurber, — Pears  :  Bartlett ;  Apples  :  Lyscom,  Russet,  R.  I. 
Greenings,  Nameless,  two  varieties  ;  Peaches  ;  Yellow  Rareripe,  Nameless, 
Cooledge's  Favorite,  Yellow  Melocoton,  Red  Rareripe,  Nameless. 

George  T.  Rice, — Pears  :  Catillac,  (the  most  magnificent  specimen  of  pear 
in  the  Hall,  but  the  number  was  not  sufficient  for  a  premium),  Duchess  d'An- 
gouleme, very  fine,  Flemish  Beauty,  Henry  IVth,  Passe  Colmar,  Seckel,  very  fine, 
Julienne,  Nameless,  Bartlett,  Nameless  ;  Plums  :  Blue  Imperatrice,  Washing- 
ton. For  the  best  dish  of  not  less  than  six  specimens,  Mr.  Rice  takes  the  first 
premium  for  his  beautiful  Seckel  pears. 

Dr.  H.  F.  Johnson, — Plums  :  Imperial  Gage,  Nameless  ;  Peaches  :  George 
IVth,  Nameless. 

Lemuel  Smith, — Bartlett  Pears  ;  Peaches  :  Red  Rareripes,  Crawford. 

Joseph  H.  Hastings,  Shrewsbury, — Pears  :  Bon  Chretien  ;  Peaches  :  Yel- 
low Rareripe  5  Native  Grapes. 

D.  S.  Messinger, — Apples :  Greenings,  Baldwin,  Lady,  Roxbury  Russet, 
Yellow  Crab  ;  Plums  :  Coe's  Golden  Drop,  Magnum  Bonum,  Purple  ;  Native 
Grapes  ;  Pears  :  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Early  Scarlet  and  Nectarines. 

Alpheus  Merrifield,  —  Peaches  :  Jaques'  Yellow  Rareripe  5  Plums  : 
Duane's  Purple. 

A.  J.  Brooks,  —  Peaches:  Crawford,  Cooledge's  Favorite,  two  varieties 
Nameless  ;  Apples  :  Lyscom,  Nameless,  Roxbury  Russet. 

Dr.  H.  G.  Davis,  Millbury, — Apples :  dish  of  Porter's,  very  fine  5  Orange 
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Quinces  ;  Peaches  :  Crawford.  For  the  second  best  dish  of  Apples,  pre- 
mium Si. 

Estes  Smith, — Peaches  :  Crawford,  Cooledge's  Favorite  ;  Plums  :  Impe- 
rial Gage,  and  Lombard. 

Levi  Clapp, — Peaches  :  Crawford. 

Curtis  Howe,  Northboro', — Crawford  Peaches. 

O.  Fairbanks,  West  Boylston, — Native  Grapes. 

F.  H.  Kinnicutt, — Peaches  :  three  varieties  Nameless  ;  Pears  :  Easter 
Beurre,  Brown  Beurre,  Nameless,  Bartlett ;  Isabella  Grapes;  Plums:  Coe's 
Golden  Drop,  Imperial  Gage,  four  varieties  Nameless  ;  Peaches  :  Yellow  Rare- 
ripe, Yellow  Melocoton,  Yellow  Nectarines,  and  two  Nameless  varieties. 

Henry  Goulding, — Bartlett  Pears  ,  Orange  Quinces. 

Edwin  Conant, — Plums  :  Coes'  Golden  Drop,  Duane's  Purple,  Nameless  ; 
Pears  :  Brown  Beurre,  Napoleon,  White  Doyenne,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Nameless,  Bartlett,  a  good  lot. 

Ansel  Lakin, — Nectarine  Plum  ;  seven  plates  of  fruit,  names  not  entered. 
His  Nectarine  Plums  took  the  second  premium  for  second  best  dish  of  Plums,  $1. 

Hiram  Wing,  Northbridge,  —  Grapes  :  Blackstone,  very  fine  seedling ; 
Apples  :  Black  Gilliflower. 

Luke  Brummet,  Leicester,  —  Native  Grapes;  Apples:  Hubbardston  Non- 
such. 

George  F.  Chandler,  Lancaster, — Native  Grapes. 

Hon.  Levi  Lincoln, — Pears  :  Iron,  Napoleon,  Nameless,  Vicar  of  Wink- 
field,  Bartlett,  Josephine,  St.  Ghislain,  two  Nameless,  Passe  Colmar,  fine, 
Beurre  Diel,  very  fine,  Nameless,  Seckel,  two  Nameless,  Wilkinson,  St.  Michael, 
fine  ;  Peaches  :  Snow,  Crawford,  George  IVth,  Good,  Cooledge's  Favorite,  two 
Nameless  ;  Apples  :  Hubbardston  Nonsuch  ;  Plums :  Imperial  Gage,  Lombard, 
Nameless. 

Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury, — Pears  :  Bartlett,  very  fine,  Belle,  St.  Michael, 
Flemish  Beauty,  Nameless,  Seckel ;  Orange  Quinces  ;  Apples  :  Sugar  Sweet- 
ing, Spotted  Pearmain,  Porter,  fine,  Spice,  Lemon,  Greening,  Rockport  Sweet- 
ing, Golden  Russet,  Roxbury  Russet,  Seek-No-Further,  very  handsome,  Seed- 
ling, Lyscom,  Spitzenberg  ;  Peaches  :  Cooledge's  Favorite,  Yellow  Melocoton, 
Lemon  Melocoton,  Red-Cheeked  Melocoton,  Jaques'  Yellow  Rareripe,  Blood, 
Cotton  Rareripe,  five  varieties  of  Seedlings  j  Native  Grapes.  First  premium 
for  best  dish  of  Apples,  Seek-No-Furthers,  $2.  Gratuity  of  $1  for  his  dish  of 
beautiful  Bartlett  Pears. 

Edwtn  Draper, — Native  Grapes  ;  Plums  :  Imperial  Gage,  Green  Gage  ; 
Pears  :  Bartlett,  Passe  Colmar,  Nameless  ;  Peach  :  Oldmixon  Freestone. 

Rejoice  Newton, — Pears ;  Perry,  Seckel,  Bartlett. 

David  Carter,  Lowell, — Two  boxes  Native  Seedling  Grapes,  of  very  large 
size  and  handsome  appearance,  but  the  Committee  could  discover  no  other 
quality  to  recommend  them — were  the  common  run  of  Native  Grapes. 

E.  &  L.  Nelson,  Upton, — Milford  Mammoth  Peach,  Red  Melocoton,  Early 
Crawford,  Lemon  Freestone. 
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Leander  Loring,  Princeton, — Native  Grapes. 

0.  B.  Hadwen, — Isabella  Grapes,  very  fine  ;  second  premium  for  open  cul- 
ture, $1. 

Silas  Forbush,  Grafton, — Peaches:  Bellegarde,  Yellow  Red,  Rareripe  and 
Seedling;  North  Branch  Apple. 

Leonard  Brigham, — St.  Michael  Pears,  very  fine.  Premium  for  second 
best  dish  of  Pears,  $1. 

Dr.  Wm.  Workman, — Pears  : — Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  St.  Michael's  ; 
Plums  :  Nameless  ;  two  varieties  Native  Grapes. 

Curtis  Forbush,  Grafton, — Peaches  :  Forbush  Seedling,  Yellow  Red  Rare, 
ripe,  Royal  George,  Cooledge's  Favorite,  Yellow  Melocoton,  Nameless.  For 
best  New  Seedling  Peach,  premium  $2.    Has  been  described  in  Mass.  Spy. 

T.  C.  Patton,  Sterling, — Peaches  :  Red  Rareripes. 

J.  L.  Woodward,  Millbury, — Peaches  :  Yellow  Rareripe,  Red  Rareripe, 
two  plates  each  ;  Native  Grapes. 

G.  Williams,  Millbury,— Pears  :  St.  Michael,  Beurre  Capiaumont. 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Torre y,  Millbury, — Peaches  :  Late  Crawford,  Cooledge's  Fa- 
vorite, very  fine.  Premium  for  second  best  dish  of  Peaches  not  less  than  twelve 
in  number,  $1. 

Lewis  Winter,  Millbury, — Peaches  :  Yellow  Melocoton,  Red  Rareripe  ; 
two  varieties  Apples,  Nameless  ;  Nectarine  Plums. 

Darius  Rice, — Peaches  :  Late  Crawford  ;  Orange  Quinces. 
D.  Eager,  Northboro', — Apples:  Lyscom  and  Nameless. 
Mrs.  Oliver  B.  Webber, — Seedling  Peaches. 
Harvey  Dodge.,  Sutton, — Orange  Quinces. 

D.  D.  Prescott,  West  Boylston, — Apples  :  Baldwins  and  Russets. 
David  Penning,  Sutton, — Native  Grapes. 

Henry  Belcher,  North  Brookfield, — Peaches  :  Lemon,  Freestone. 

John  Hammond, — Seckel  Pear;  Apples  :  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Nameless. 

A.  Thayer, — Early  Crawford  ;  Peaches. 

Col.  Edmund  Cushing,  Lunenburg, — Peaches  :  Crawford  Seedling. 
Charles  A.  Pierce,  Grafton, — Early  Crawford  Peaches. 
John  Whitney, — Peaches  :  Red  Rareripe,  Early  Crawford. 
F.  Nourse,  Grafton, — Early  Crawford  Peaches. 

C.  M.  Forbush,  Grafton, — Apples  :  Baldwin,  Porter,  Nameless  ;  Crawford 
Peaches;  Black  Hamburg  Grapes.  Second  premium  for  Grapes  raised  under 
glass,  $1. 

Mrs.  Salisbury, — Pears:  Seckel,  Brown  Beurre;  Apples:  Magnum  Bo- 
num  and  Sweet. 

Stephen  Salisbury, — Plums  :  Imperial  Gage  ;  Pears  :  Bartlett,  Marie 
Louise,  Easter  Beurre,  Seckel,  Nameless,  King  of  Wurtemberg,  Glout  Morceau, 
Belle  et  Bonne,  Nameless,  Rousellette  de  Rheims,  Doyenne  Gris  ;  Apples  : 
Baldwin,  York  Russet,  R.  I.  Greening,  Porter,  Crab,  Nonsuch  ;  Seedling 
Peaches. 

Charles  Hadwen, — Hadwen's  Seedling  Peaches. 
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Hon.  John  Davis, — Peaches  :  Cooledge's  Favorite. 

Ward  Poole, — Apples  :  Lyscom  ;  Plums  :  Jefferson,  Reine  Claude,  Purple 
Gage  ;  Peaches  :  Cooledge's  Favorite,  Nameless  ;  Isabella  Grapes. 

John  Farwell,  (Aims-House  Farm,) — Peaches:  Cooledge's  Favorite, 
White  Rareripe,  Nameless  ;  Lyscom  Apples. 

Pitt  Holmes, — Peaches  :  Crawford's  Early,  Late  Crawford,  Red  Rareripe, 
White  Rareripe,  Seedling,  Yellow  Rareripe,  six  plates,  Nameless ;  five  varie- 
ties of  Native  Grapes. 

George  Jaques, — Apples :  Pound  Sweeting,  Tift  Sweeting,  Dartmouth 
Sweeting,  Moore's  Winter  Sweeting,  Pumpkin  Sweeting,  Concord  Sweeting, 
Danvers  Winter  Sweeting,  Yellow  Bellflower,  Capron's  Pleasant,  Early  Will- 
iams, Lyscom,  Old  Red  Pearmain,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Fall  Harvey,  Roxbury 
Russet,  Baldwin,  Red  Hamburg,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Porter,  two  varieties 
Siberian  Crab,  five  nameless  varieties — twenty-six  varieties  in  all ;  Pears  :  St. 
Michael,  very  fine,  Beurre  Diel,  Chelmsford,  Doyenne  d'Hiver,  Andrews, 
Beurre  d'Amalis,  Buffum,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  L.  B.  de  Jersey,  Flemish  Beauty, 
Bleecker's  Meadow,  Fondante  de  Automne,  Bartlette,  fine,  one  Nameless, — 
fourteen  varieties  ;  Peaches  :  George  IVth,  Yellow  Rareripe  ;  Plums  :  Smith's 
Orleans  ;  Quinces  :  Orange  and  Pear,  a  handsome  lot. 

Henry  A.  Belcher,  North  Brookfield, — Peaches:  Yellow  Rareripe. 

W.  D.  Fenno, — Plums  :  Magnum  Bouum. 

Oliver  Barrett,  Bolton, — Native  Grapes,  two  varieties  ;  Apples  :  Holman, 
Golden  Russet  of  1848,  in  a  good  state  of  preservation,  Garden  Royal,  Sweet 
Pearmain,  Spitzenberg,  Golden  Russet,  Red  Sweeting,  Nameless,  Nonsuch, 
Baldwin,  Pumpkin  Sweeting ;  Peaches  :  President,  two  varieties  Seedling, 
Red  Rareripe,  Melocotou,  Rareripe,  Yellow  Rareripe,  a  very  fine  lot  of  peaches. 

Oliver  Barrett,  Jr.,  Bolton, — Peaches:  Yellow  Rareripe,  Red  Rareripe, 
two  varieties  Seedlings. 

J.  H.  Moore,  Charlton, — Apples :  Pippin  ;  Orange  Quinces  ;  Blackstone 
Grapes  ;  Plums  :  Coes'  Golden  Drop  ;  Bartlett  Pears  ;  Catharine  Peaches. 

Luther  Johnson,  Millbury, — Bartlett  Pears ;  Baldwin  Apples. 

Samuel  Sawyer,  Millbury, — Bartlett  Pears,  large  and  fine ;  Baldwin  Ap- 
ples. 

Phillip  Taft,  Millbury, — Peaches  :  Red  Rareripe  ;  Apples  :  Baldwin,  Win- 
ter Harvey. 

A.  W.  Harris, — Bartlett  Pears,  Nameless;  Peaches:  Yellow  Rareripe; 
Lombard  Plums. 

Wm.  C.  Capron,  Uxbridge, — Apples:  Nonsuch,  Capron's  Pleasant,  Porter, 
R.  I.  Greening,  Baldwin,  New  York  Pippin,  Roxbury  Russett,  Peck's  Pleas- 
ant, White  Gilliflower,  Nonpareil,  Blue  Pearmain,  Black  Gilliflower,  Connecti- 
cut Pearmain,  Pom  me  Royale,  Vermont  Spice,  River,  Downy,  Rock  Sweeting, 
Damon's  Winter  Sweeting,  Russet  Pearmain,  Russet  Pippin,  Vermont  Sweet- 
ing, Honey  Greening,  Honey  Pearmain,  Red  Sapson,  King's  Pumpkin 
Sweeting,  Lyscom,  Dutch  Codlin,  Talman  Sweeting,  six  varieties  Nameless, 
Yellow  Crab,  Red  Siberian  Crab  ;  Pears  :  Belle  Lucrative,  five  nameless  varie- 
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ties,  Seckel,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Bleecker's  Meadow,  Flemish  Beauty,  Marie 
Louise  ;  Plums :  Blue  Gage,  White  Gage  ;  Grapes  :  Isabella,  Native.  Mr. 
Capron  furnished  a  very  large  variety  of  the  best  kind  of  apples,  larger  and 
better  than  any  contribution, — good  for  this  year.  Premium  for  the  best  lot  of 
Apples  $5,  with  the  thanks  of  the  Society  for  adding  so  much  to  the  show. 

C.  W.  Harrington,  Lunenburg, — Peaches  :  Yellow  Red  Rareripe,  Early 
Crawford. 

William  A.  Wheeler, — Native  Grapes. 

John  Clapp,  Leicester, — Pears  :  Bartlett,  BufFum,  Seckel,  Bleecker's  Mead- 
ow, Harvard,  Julienne,  Glout  Morceau,  Capiaumont,  Berlin,  Nameless  ; 
Peaches  :  Jaques'  Rareripe,  Yellow  Alberge  ;  Isabella  Grapes. 

Samuel  A.  Cushing,  Shrewsbury, — Crawford  Peaches. 

Dr.  Joshua  Porter,  North  Brookfield, — Peaches  :  Cooledge's  Favorite, 
Seedling,  Yellow  Red  Rareripe  5  Pears  :  Flemish  Beauty,  Vicar  of  Winkfield, 
Belle  Lucrative,  St.  Michael,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Dearbonjs  Seedling,  a  very 
good  lot. 

John  Howe,  North  Brookfield, — Pears  :  Beurre  Diel ;  Lemon  Peaches. 
Rev.  T.  C.  Biscoe,  Grafton, — Melocoton  Peaches. 

J.  K.  L.  Pickford, — Peaches  :  Yellow  Red  Rareripe,  Cooledge's  Favorite. 
Henry  Woodward, — Peaches  :  Cooledge's  Favorite,  a  fine  specimen. 

D.  W.  Lincoln, — Pears:  Ananas,  (French),  Autumn  Superb,  Bartlett, 
Brown  Beurre,  Beurre  Diel,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Capiaumont,  Chelmsford,  Col- 
mar  d'Aremberg,  Dearborn's  Seedling,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Easter  Beurre, 
Fondante  d'Automne,  Frederic  of  Wurtemberg,  Ferdinand  de  Maistre,  Fulton, 
Flemish  Beauty,  Glout  Morceau,  Hessel,  Hacon's  Incomparable,  Henry  IVth, 
Julienne,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Long  Green,  Napoleon,  Passe  Colmar,  Poir 
de  Coq,  (grosse)  Rostiezer,  St.  Ghislain,  Sargent,  St.  Michael,  Urbaniste,  Wash- 
ington, Wilkinson ;  Grapes :  Black  Hamburg,  White  Muscat  of  Alexandria, 
White  Frontignan,  Golden  Chasselas,  Grizzly  Frontignan,  Chasselas  of  Fon- 
tainbleau.  Mr.  Lincoln's  large  collection  of  Pears  contained  many  very  fine 
specimens,  and  his  show  of  beautiful  and  luscious  Grapes  was  the  most  magnifi- 
cent of  anything  that  has  ever  been  found  upon  our  tables.  The  White  Muscat 
of  Alexandria,  and  the  Grizzly  Frontignan,  especially,  surpassed  anything  of 
the  kind  the  Committee  ever  tasted.  To  him  was  awarded  the  first  premium 
for  grapes  grown  under  glass,  $2. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  for  the  Committee, 

WILLIAM  WORKMAN,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 

John  B.  Pratt,  Chairman  ;  Charles  Nash,  John  Gray,  Jr.,  of  Worcester. 

[No  Report  appears  to  have  been  elaborated  by  the  Committee  ;  at  least  none 
is  extant.  The  following  statement  of  their  conclusions  is  gathered  from  the 
official  summary  of  Premiums. — Sec] 
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For  the  best  collection,  to  David  S.  Messinger,  of  "Worcester  $3  OQ 

For  the  second  best  collection,  to  Obadiah  B.  Hadwen,  of  Worcester,...  2  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  Squashes,  to  Franklin  Howe,  of  Millbury....  1  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  Cabbages,  to  Asa  H.  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,  1  00 
Also,  a  Gratuity  of  $1,  to  B.  F.  Franklin,  of  Worcester,  for  the  third 

best  collection  of  Vegetables,   1  00 


From  the  Spy  of  Thursday,  September  29th,  A.  D.  1849.— [Edited  by  John 
Milton  Earle.] 

HORTICULTURAL  EXHIBITION. 

"  We  have  never  before  been  so  signally  disappointed  in  any  Exhibition  of 
"  our  Horticultural  Society  as  in  the  present  one.  It  is  really  capital,  not- 
"  withstanding  the  fears  which  had  generally  prevailed,  in  consequence  of  the 
"  unfavorable  season,  of  a  great  falling  off.  Wre  have  never  before  seen  such 
"  an  exhibition  of  Peaches  and  Plums,  either  here  or  elsewhere.  Not  only  are 
"  entries  numerous,  but  they  are  of  many  and  choice  varieties,  and  are  re- 
sl  markably  well  grown,  large,  fair,  and  very  finely  colored.  In  Pears,  we 
"  looked  for  a  falling  off,  but  we  think  there  never  before  has  been  so  large  an 
"  exhibition  of  specimens  raised  in  this  County.  Some  of  the  varieties  are  not 
"  so  large  and  handsome  as  usual,  while  others  are  remarkably  fair.  Among 
"  the  latter,  we  may  name  the  St.  Michael,  many  dishes  of  which  are  of  the 
a  highest  excellence.  So  it  is  too,  with  the  Flemish  Beauty,  Seckel,  Louise 
"  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Marie  Louise,  &c,  &c. 

"  The  only  falling  off  is  in  Apples.  These  are  less  numerous  than  hereto- 
"  fore  and  not  of  so  good  quality,  but  we  think  the  deficiency  more  than  com- 
"  pensated  by  the  excellence  of  other  departments.'' 
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ANNUAL  EXHIBITION,  1850. 

REPORT  ON  FLOWERS. 

Dr.  Samuel  Flagg,  Chairman;  Dr.  William  Workman,  Meltiah  B. 
Green. 

A  careful  search  of  the  files  of  various  newspapers  for  1850.  has  dis- 
closed no  Report  upon  Flowers.     The  award  of  Premiums  is  certified  as 


follows  : — [Sec] 

1.  Best  display  of  Dahlias,  to  William  T.  Merrifield,  $2  00 

2.  Second  best  display  of  Dahlias,  to  Mrs.  Corey,   1  00 

3.  Third      "       "      "       "  not  awarded. 

4.  Fourth    "       "      "       u  not  awarded. 

Best  display  of  Cut  Flowers,  Mrs.  M.  B.  Green,   2  00 

Second  best  display  of  Cut  Flowers,  Charles  S.  Adams,   1  00 


REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 

Charles  Hadwen,  Chairman;  Gardiner  Paine,  John  C.  Ripley. 

No  Report  upon  Vegetables  for  the  year  1850,  can  be  traced.  But  the 
awards  of  the  Committee  are  thus  certified. — [Sec] 


For  the  best  collection,  to  Ichabod  Washburn,  $3  00 

For  the  second  best  collection,  no  award. 

For  the  best  Marrow  Squash,  to  C.  M.  Gould,   1  00 

For  the  Best  Cabbage,  to  Patrick  Lonergan,   1  00 


REPORT  ON  FRUITS. 

George  Jaques,  Chairman;  Samuel  H.  Colton,  Dr.  William  Work- 
man. 

The  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  a  finer  display  of  Fruit  than  that 
which  they  were  called  upon  to  examine,  has  never  been  exhibited  within  the 
limits  of  New  England,  outside  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
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They  are  sorry,  however,  to  be  compelled  to  believe  that  the  attraction  of 
every  department  of  the  exhibition  might  have  been  greatly  increased,  had  the 
zeal  of  many  cultivators  residing  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  been  in  any  means 
equal  to  their  ability. 

Nevertheless  the  lovers  of  fruits  and  flowers  may  well  congratulate  them- 
selves upon  the  measure  of  prosperity  to  which  the  Society  has  attained  ;  grati- 
fying as  it  is  for  the  present,  encouraging  as  it  may  be  for  the  future. 

One  thing  cannot  fail  to  be  noticed,  that  the  pomological  resources  of  the 
Society  have  wonderfully  increased  within  a  comparatively  short  period  of  time. 
Ten  years  ago,  there  were  placed  upon  a  few  small  tables  in  an  obscure  room, 
three  or  four  dozen  dishes  of  apples,  chiefly  of  the  most  common  varieties,  a  few 
plates  of  pears, — kindly  given,  or  reluctantly  lent,  for  the  occasion  by  cultiva- 
tors residing  within  the  territory  proper  of  the  Mass.  Hort.  Society — a  score  or 
two  of  Quinces,  and  one  solitary  sample  of  the  peach. 

To  make  out  the  attractions  of  the  display,  the  room  itself  was  decorated 
with  paintings.  These  and  other  preparations  having  been  made,  the  people 
(counted  as  easily  by  scores  as  hundreds)  assembled  to  witness  the  first  regular 
exhibition  held  by  the  Society. 

A  few  years  have  passed  away,  and  the  Society  have  just  held  their  Eleventh 
Annual  Exhibition.  Their  large  and  commodious  hall  was  filled  with  tables 
leaving  only  passage  ways  between  them.  Upon  these  were  arranged  twelve 
hundred  plates  of  beautiful  fruit,  all  carefully  labelled  !  Beside  the  members 
of  the  Society,  more  than  two  thousand  visitors  crowded  into  the  hall  to  exam- 
ine and  compare  the  fruits,  and  to  become  bewildered  by  the  profusion  that 
surrounded  them. 

The  display  of  Pears  alone  comprised  nearly  four  hundred  plates,  containing 
specimens  of  not  less  than  seventy  varieties  ! 

Of  Apples,  there  was  a  still  greater  quantity,  although  the  number  of  known 
varieties  might  have  been  less. 

More  than  thirty  varieties  of  the  Peach  were  exhibited,  among  which  were 
several  fine  and  beautiful  seedlings. 

Although  late  in  an  unpropitious  season,  the  best  collection  numbered  not 
less  than  thirteen  valuable  varieties  of  the  Plum — -a  cheering  evidence  that, 
in  spite  of  the  black  excrescence,  the  rot,  and  the  curculio,  it  is  not  yet  time 
to  despair  of  this  favorite  fruit. 

Of  Grapes  grown  under  glass,  a  single  cultivator — D.  W.  Lincoln,  Esq.,  of 
this  city — exhibited  nine  varieties.  Several  specimens  of  the  grape  grown  in 
open  culture  were  upon  the  tables,  but  they  were  mostly  unripe. 

There  were  also  fine  Quinces  and  other  fruits. 

A  list  of  the  names  of  those  who  contributed  largely  to  this  exhibition,  would 
comprise  among  others, — 

D.  W  Lincoln, — Pears  :  sixty-three  varieties  ;  Grapes,  (grown  under  glass) 
nine  varieties. 

J.  M.  Earle,  (President  of  the  Society),  Pears  :  forty-seven  varieties  ; 
Plums  :  four  varieties. 
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S.  H.  Colton,  (of  Worcester  Nursery),  Pears  :  twenty-seven  varieties ; 
Apples  :  fifty-two  varieties  ;  Peaches  :  twenty-three  varieties  5  Plums  :  thirteen 
varieties. 

Ben.  F.  Thomas, — Pears  :  between  twenty  and  twenty-five  varieties. 
Hox.  Levi  Lincoln, — Pears  :  seventeen  to  twenty  varieties. 
Joel  Knapp,  Sutton, — Apples  :  twenty  varieties. 
George  A.  Chamberlain, — Apples  :  twenty-five  to  thirty  varieties. 

B.  N.  Child, — Apples  :  sixteen  to  twenty  varieties. 

Asa  H.  Waters,  Millbury, — Pears,  and  other  fruits,  thirty-three  varieties. 
Smaller,  but  very  good  collections,  were  received  from  the  following  named 
gentlemen  : 

A.  D.  Foster, — Pears  :  fifteen  varieties. 

Wm.  N.  Green, — Pears:  twelve  varieties;  Apples:  thirteen  varieties. 
Gardiner  Paine, — Pears  :  eight  varieties  or  more  ;  Peaches  :  seven  varieties. 
Chester  Gorham,  Barre, — Pears  :  nine  varieties. 
0.  B.  Hadwen, — twenty-one  varieties  of  fruit. 
J.  H.  Allen,  Shrewsbury, — Peaches  :  eleven  varieties. 
Rev.  Dr.  Smalley, — Pears  and  Apples  :  ten  to  twelve  very  valuable  vari- 
eties. 

Capt  Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury, — twenty-five  varieties  of  fruit. 

C.  J.  Parker,  Westboro?, — a  fine  collection  of  Peaches ;  Maiden's  Blush 
Apples,  &c. 

Charles  Paine, — thirteen  varieties  of  fruit. 

Daniel  Tennet,  Sutton, — seventeen  varieties  of  fruit. 

C.  W.  Forbush  of  Grafton,  J.  H.  Moore  of  Charlton,  Dr.  Porter  of  North 
Brookfield,  Francis  T.  Merrick,  Stephen  Salisbury  of  Worcester,  and  others 
exhibited  good  collections. 

The  balance  of  the  fruits  were  contributed  chiefly  in  small  quantities,  by 
nearly  a  hundred  individuals  whose  names  and  places  of  residence  are  contained 
in  the  following  list,  copied  from  the  book  of  entries. 

Holden, — John  E.  Chaffin,  A.  Putnam. 

Millbury, — J.  H.  Benchley,  Charles  Hale,  Samuel  Sawyer,  Lawson  Putnam, 
John  E.  Harrington,  Calvin  W.  Barker,  Calvin  Barker,  Philip  Taft,  Elias 
Forbes,  J.  L.  Woodward,  Edward  E.  Forbes,  Francis  McCrackin,  Mrs.  D.  Tor- 
rey,  Miss  J.  E.  Bacon. 

Shrewsbury, — T.  R.  Norcross,  J.  B.  Harrington,  J.  H.  Nelson,  Josiah  G. 
Howe,  G.  H.  Harlow,  Mr.  Norcross,  Philo  Slocumb. 

West  Boylston, — John  B.  Eames,  Nathan  Morse,  0.  Fairbanks. 

Northbridge, — Hiram  Wing. 

Sutton, — Willard  Rice. 

Westboro', — Silas  Parmenter. 

Bolton, — Caleb  Nourse. 

Leicester, — John  Clapp. 

Grafton, — C.  A.  Pierce,  Geo.  Dunn,  C.  S.  Thurston,  W.  L.  Lewis,  Charles 
Brigham. 
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Lancaster, — Emory  H.  White,  W.  S.  Locke. 
Berlin, — Rev.  Henry  Adams. 

North  Brookfield, — Thomas  Bond,  S.  H.  Skerry,  Amasa  Walker. 
Northboro'j — Wilder  Bush. 

Worcester, — J.  Hartshorn,  S.  H.  Perry,  Wm.  W.  Pratt,  Rejoice  Newton, 
C.  P.  Bancroft,  M.  M.  Chaffiu,  David  S.  Messinger,  J.  F.  Allen,  Charles  M. 
Miles,  Lewis  Sturtevant,  Willard  Earle,  Nathaniel  Brooks,  Wm.  T.  Merrifield, 
James  L.  Esty,  Eli  Johnson,  Wm.  Eames,  Mrs.  S.  Whitney,  James  Green, 
Ebenezer  Flagg,  Wrillard  F.  Pond,  S.  P.  Champney,  J.  0.  Lewis,  C.  C.  Cole- 
man, Francis  N.  Merrifield,  Edwin  Draper,  Francis  H.  Dewey,  Pitt  Holmes, 
C.  P.  Nichols,  Mrs.  Braman,  Solomon  Parsons,  Samuel  Perry,  John  F.  Pond, 
Mrs.  Salisbury,  Loring  Coes,  Levi  Gates,  I.  Washburn,  Adolphus  Baylies, 
Samuel  S.  Leonard,  Nathaniel  R.  Parkhurst,  Wm.  Workman,  Jonathan  Rice, 
Salem  Copeland,  Charles  Nash,  Dennis  Newton,  J.  K.  L.  Pickford. 

The  Committee  would  add,  that  if  any  names  are  omitted  in  the  above  list, 
it  is  because  they  were  not  entered  upon  the  Society's  Records  at  the  time  the 
entry  of  fruits  was  made.  With  the  single  exception  of  two  plates  of  Peaches 
from  Mr.  Delevan,  of  New  Jersey,  the  entire  collection  of  fruit  was  the  pro- 
duct of  the  county  of  Worcester  !  It  would  hardly  be  an  exaggeration,  to 
assert  that  the  whole  State  of  Massachusetts,  exclusive  of  Boston  and  half  a 
dozen  towns  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  that  city,  could  not,  ten  years  ago, 
have  produced  such  a  display  of  the  truly  valuable  productions  of  the  orchard 
and  garden.  The  great  utility  of  the  Horticultural  Exhibitions  would  seem, 
therefore,  to  be  no  longer  a  matter  of  question  ;  for  certainly  it  is  from  these 
more  than  from  any  other  source  that  the  community  have  acquired  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  best  varieties  of  fruit,  and  a  taste  for  their  cultivation. 

Of  superior  specimens  of  Pears,  the  Committee  noticed  among  others,  very 
large  and  beautiful  Bartletts  from  Asa  H.  Allen,  Shrewsbury,  Miss  Waldo, 
Wrm.  N.  Green,  Wm.  A.  Eames,  B.  F.  Thomas  and  Jonathan  Rice  of  Worces- 
ter ;  Golden  Beurre  of  Bilboa,  from  B.  F.  Thomas  and  Wm.  N.  Green  ;  Para- 
dise d'Automne,  from  John  C.  Mason,  J.  M.  Earle,  S.  H.  Colton  of  Worcester, 
and  Dr.  Porter  of  North  Brookfield.  Of  this  latter  pear,  all  the  specimens 
were  borne  upon  scions  of  three  years  growth.  In  size,  form  and  color,  the  fruit 
bears  a  general  resemblance  to  the  Beurre  Bosc  ;  its  flavor  is  not  surpassed 
even  by  that  of  the  Seckel ;  the  tree  grows  vigorously,  and  is  very  productive. 
,  Of  all  the  new  pears,  the  Committee  know  of  none  promising  to  be  so  valua- 
ble an  acquisition  as  this.  Unfortunately  for  those  who  prefer  dwarf  trees,  the 
Paradise  d'Automne  does  not  grow  well,  worked  directly  on  the  quince.  It 
may,  however,  be  double  worked  with  considerable  chance  of  success. 

Fine  specimens  of  L.  B.  de  Jersey,  from  J.  C.  Mason,  B.  F.  Thomas,  Rev. 
Dr.  Smalley,  D.  W.  Lincoln,  and  others. 

St.  Michael,  from  Francis  T.  Merrick,  (very  fine),  also,  from  Wm.  N.  Green. 

A  magnificent  plate  of  Urbaniste  (grown  on  quince,)  from  D.  W.  Lincoln. 

Flemish  Beauty,  from  Anthony  Chase,  very  fair  for  this  season. 

Of  Apples,  Wm.  A.  Draper  of  this  city  exhibited  a  fine  plate  of  Porters  from 
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a  tree  grafted  twenty-eight  months  ago.  Mr.  D.  states  that  the  crop  borne  by 
the  scions  this  year  was  ten  bushels  !  Fine  Porters  were  exhibted  by  J.  L. 
Estey  of  Worcester,  and  others.  Gravenstein,  by  Win.  N.  Green,  and  S.  H. 
Colton.  Mother  Apple,  from  Job,  C.  Stone,  of  Shrewsbury,  Mr.  Nourse  of 
Bolton,  and  Charles  Nash  of  Worcester.  Dutchess  of  Oldenburg,  by  S.  H. 
Colton.  Walker,  (apples)  so  called,  from  Amasa  Walker,  of  North  Brookfield. 
This  was  a  very  large  and  beautiful  striped  apple,  nearly  in  eating.  The  Com- 
mittee are  in  the  dark,  as  it  respects  the  true  name,  origin,  and  real  value  of 
the  fruit.  Their  criticisms,  therefore,  do  not  extend  further  than  to  remark 
that  the  apple,  though  very  beautiful,  is  of  an  objectionable  large  size  for  culti- 
vation in  localities  exposed  to  the  wind.  Sutton  Beauty,  (a  capital  winter  fruit) 
from  Joel  Knapp  of  Sutton. 

Peaches. — Among  the  many  beautiful  specimens  there  were  three  plates  of 
Seedlings  from  Asa  H.  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury.  These  varieties  closely  resemble 
each  other,  and  might  either  one  of  them  be  mistaken  for  very  beautiful  speci- 
mens of  the  "  Early  Crawford,"  only  they  were  more  highly  and  darkly  colored, 
and  of  a  more  roundish  form. 

Cooledge's  Red  Rareripe,  (a  splendid  white  fleshed  peach,)  was  exhibited  by 
Capt.  Silas  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury. 

James  Allen  of  Oakham,  contributed  a  fine  specimen  of  Cranberries,  grown 
in  his  garden,  together  with  a  written  account  of  his  method  of  cultivation. 
Doubtless  a  fine  crop  of  this  fruit  might  be  raised  in  any  garden,  by  manuring 
heavily  with  swamp  muck,  and  adopting  the  same  general  mode  of  culture  as  of 
strawberries. 

After  a  great  deal  of  examination  and  comparison,  the  Committee  concluded 
to  award  the  Society's  premiums  as  in  the  annexed  list. 

In  the  class  of  Pears  they  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  decide  whether  the 
first  premium  rightly  belonged  to  J.  M.  Earle  or  D.  W.  Lincoln.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
collection  contained  sixty-three  varieties,  Mr.  Earle's  forty-six.  Among  Mr. 
Lincoln's  were  several  very  fine  specimens  of  very  valuable  varieties  ;  but  in  the 
larger  number  of  beautiful  pears  of  the  most  deserved  popular  sorts,  the  pre- 
ponderance appeared  to  be  in  Mr.  Earle's  favor,  and  the  Committee,  with  some 
hesitation,  awarded  the  first  premium  to  that  gentleman.  For  a  similar  reason 
the  third  premium  was  awarded  to  S.  H.  Colton  instead  of  B.  F.  Thomas. 

The  sixth  premium  could  not  be  bestowed  upon  any  one,  as  no  "  seedling 
pear"  was  exhibited. 

There  was  less  difficulty  in  judging  of  the  Apples.  Some  seedling  apples 
were  exhibited  by  Mr.  Knapp,  of  Sutton,  and  others,  but  the  Committee  felt  that 
they  should  be  acting  without  sufficient  information,  were  they  to  award  a  pre- 
mium for  fruits  of  the  character  of  which  they  had  so  slender  means  of  forming 
an  opinion. 

No  collection  of  Plums  deserving  a  premium  as  "second  best  collection  j" 
that  premium  was  also  withheld.  For  the  same  reason  the  second,  fourth  and 
fifth  premiums  for  Grapes,  and  the  second  for  Quinces,  were  not  awarded. 

As  the  High  Blackberry  is  now  beginning  to  be  cultivated  successfully  in 
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gardens,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  bestow  a  gratuity  to  Mr.  Solomon  Parsons, 
for  his  beautiful  plate  of  that  fruit.  There  is  said  to  be  a  fine  white  variety  of 
this  berry,  Avhich  may  be  obtained  of  the  misery  men.  We  are  informed  that 
these  White  Blackberries  are  of  a  greyish  color  while  they  are  green,  and  have 
a  yellow  tinge  at  maturity — hence  the  propriety  of  the  name. 

In  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the  premiums,  the  Committee  did  not  deem 
it  advisable  to  deviate  from  established  custom,  they  therefore  did  not  award  but 
one  premium  to  any  individual  for  fruits  of  the  same  class.  Thus,  for  example, 
no  person,  according  to  usage,  could  take  but  one  premium  for  pears,  notwith- 
standing his  collection  might  be  fairly  entitled  to  one  or  more  of  the  other  pre- 
miums offered  for  that  fruit  ;  and  so  of  apples,  peaches,  &c.  It  is  not  within 
the  province  of  the  Committee  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  the  rule  ;  they  have 
discharged  their  duty  by  following  it. 

The  question  has  been  asked,  why  the  premiums  are  not  offered  for  articles 
more  specifically  designated.  Thus,  the  11  Best  Collection"  may  be  interpreted 
as  the  largest,  or  as  the  most  beautiful,  or  as  a  collection  of  the  newest  varieties, 
or  as  the  largest  number  of  fine  specimens  of  valuable  varieties ;  and  so  of  some 
of  the  other  premiums.  The  Committee  therefore  recommend  a  thorough  re- 
vision of  the  list. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  those  entitled  to  premiums  that  only  one-half  the 
amount  offered  will  be  paid  to  those  who  were  not  members  of  the  Society  pre- 
vious to  the  Exhibition. 

The  Committee  submit  the  following  as  the  result  of  their  decisions. 


AWARD   OF  PREMIUMS. 


PEARS. 

1st.— To  J.  M.  Earle,  best  collection,  $5  00 

2d. — To  D.  W.  Lincoln,  second  best  collection,   4  00 

3d.— S.  H.  Colton,  third  best  collection,   3  00 

4th. — To  John  C.  Mason,  best  dish  of  not  less  than  six  pears, 

(for  his  Paradise  d' Automne.)   2  00 

5th. — To  Gardiner  Paine,  second  best  dish,  (for  his  Louise 

Bonne  de  Jersey   1  00 

6th. — Not  awarded. 

apples. 

1st.— To  S.  H.  Colton,  best  collection,  $5  00 

2d. — To  Joel  Knapp,  Sutton,  second  best  collection,   4  00 

3d.— To  B.  N.  Child,  third  best  collection,   3  00 


4th. — To  Job  C.  Stone,  Shrewsbury,  best  dish  of  not  less  than  six  ap- 
ples, (for  his  plate  of  Mother  Apples,)  

5th. — To  Chester  Gorham,  Barre,  second  best  dish,  (for  his  plate  of 
Hubbardston  Nonsuch,)  

6th. — Not  awarded. 
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PEACHES. 

1st.— To  J.  H.Allen,  Shrewsbury,  best  collection,  $4  00 

2d. — To  Capt.  Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury,  second  best  collection,   3  00 

3d.— To  C.  J.  Parker,  Westboro',  third  best  collection,   2  00 

4th. — To  Asa  H.  Allen,  Shrewsbury,  best  dish  of  not  less  than  twelve 

peaches,  (for  his  splendid  Seedlings,)   2  00 

5th. — To  W.  L.  Lewis,  Grafton,  second  best  dish,  (for  his  Early 

Crawford,)   1  00 

6th.— To  Charles  H.  Hill,  best  new  Seedling  Peach,  .\  1  00 

PLUMS. 

1st.— To  S.  H.  Colton,  best  collection,  $4  00 

2d. — Not  awarded. 

3d. — To  Ansel  Lakin,  best  dish  of  Plums,  {name  of  variety  doubtful.)  2  00 
4th. — To  John  C.  Mason,  second  best  dish,  (for  his  Jefferson,)   1  00 


GRAPES. 

The  splendid  specimens  from  D.  W.  Lincoln  being  entered  for  exhibition 

only,  the  Committee  awarded  the 
1st. — To  Charles  Hale,  Millbury,  best  grapes,  (grown  under  glass,)... $2  00 
2d. — Not  awarded. 

3d. — To  Willard  Earle,  best  grapes  of  open  culture,  (for  his  Sweet 

Water,)   2  00 

4th. — Not  awarded. 
5th. — Not  awarded. 

QUINCES. 

1st. — To  Job  C.  Stone,  Shrewsbury,  best  specimen  of  not  less  than  six 


Quinces,  $2  00 

2d. — Not  awarded. 

GRATUITY. 

To  Solomon  Parsons,  for  a  beautiful  plate  of  High  Blackberries,  $1  00 


The  premiums,  as  above  awarded,  will  be  paid  by  Dr.  Samuel  Flagg,  (No. 
145  Main  street,)  if  called  for  before  the  1st  of  December  next.  It  is  necessary 
to  limit  the  time  within  which  the  payments  will  be  made,  in  order  that  the 
Treasurer  may  be  able  to  make  his  report  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society 
in  January. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  JAQUES,  Chairman. 
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ANNUAL  EXHIBITION,  1851. 

REPORT  ON  FLOWERS  AND  DECORATIONS. 

Samuel  F.  Haven,  of  Worcester,  Chairman;  Calvin  W.  Forbush,  of 
Grafton,  William  Hall,  of  Sutton. 

It  was  by  no  means  an  easy  task  to  decorate  successfully  the  broad  and  lofty 
surfaces  of  unfinished  wall  and  ceiling  in  the  new  Hall  of  the  Society.  A  good 
deal  of  judgment  and  taste  Mere  however  manifested  in  the  mode  of  its  accom- 
plishment. Without  an  attempt  at  actual  concealment,  the  rudeness  of  the 
interior  was  relieved  to  the  eye  by  the  aid  of  canvass  and  whitewash,  the  un- 
stuccoed  pilasters  were  converted  into  rustic  supports  for  climbing  spirals  of  oak 
leaves  and  the  blank  spaces  were  agreeably  broken  up  by  wreaths  and  stars  of 
evergreen. 

Some  very  graceful  ornaments  of  the  latter  description,  constructed  by  the 
practised  hands  of  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Canfield,  and  Mrs.  Whitney,  were 
effectively  distributed  by  the  managers,  while  a  series  of  rich-colored  views  of 
the  "  Chrystal  Palace,''  the  property  of  F.  W.  Paine,  Esq.,  aud  a  fine  engraving, 
one  of  Cole's  pictures  of  the  "  Voyage  of  Life,"  with  a  Fruit  Piece  in  oils, 
belonging  to  Mr.  I).  S.  Messinger,  enlivened  the  sides  of  the  apartment.  In 
the  center  of  the  room  stood  a  large  wooden  vase  on  a  lofty  pedestal,  trans- 
ferred from  some  external  locality,  where,  by  the  inscription  on  its  base,  it  ap- 
peared to  have  been  originally  dedicated  to  a  species  of  Smoke  plant,  (nicotiana 
tabacum.)  Above  the  vase,  which  was  filled  with  flowers  selected  and  disposed 
by  Dr.  Samuel  Flagg,  stood  a  small  female  statue  wreathed  and  aptly  repre- 
senting the  Queen  of  the  place.  Around  this  position  many  of  the  Green- 
house Plants  were  grouped  5  and,  as  a  relief  to  the  great  size  of  the  Hall,  be- 
fore the  eye  had  been  drawn  to  the  particulars  of  its  luscious  contents,  the 
arrangement  was  a  happy  and  effective  one. 

Two  large  screens,  one  inlaid  with  asters  and  amaranths  upon  a  ground  of 
moss,  the  other  composed  chiefly  of  dahlias,  ingenious  as  imitations  of  rug-work 
or  embroidery — must  be  classed  among  the  decorations.  They  were  exhibited 
by  Mr.  J.  Sheehan,  from  the  garden  of  Mr.  Wm.  T.  Merrifield.  To  these 
should  be  added  as  specimens  of  curious  art  two  small  pictures,  a  Dog  and  a 
Deer,  entirely  formed  of  moss,  by  Mrs.  C.  H.  Hill,  which  displayed  no  small 
degree  of  skill  and  nicety  of  execution. 

Another  specimen  of  ingenuity  which,  if  not  a  part  of  the  decorations  may 
well  be  classed  among  the  ornaments,  was  a  Flora,  composed,  all  but  the  face, 
of  flowers, — chiefly  of  verbenas.     However  unbecoming  and  unlady-like  the 
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Bloomer  costume  may  be  deemed,  when  worn  by  mere  flesh  and  blood,  it  was 
certainly  appropriate  here.  Unlike  these  mortals  who  are  supposed  to  be 
blooming  at  one  extreme  of  the  person  because  they  wear  no  blushes  at  the 
other,  the  Goddess  wore  the  hue  of  modesty  upon  her  round  and  glowing  cheeks  ; 
and  seemed  to  typify  the  philosophical  truth,  not  always  borne  in  mind,  that 
Flora  can  never  be  other  than  a  child.  Her  realm  does  not  extend  beyond  the 
infancy  of  vegetation,  and  ceases  before  maturity  begins.  This  appropriate 
emblem  was  contributed  by  Mrs.  M.  B.  Green,  of  this  city. 

As  a  labor  of  love,  demanding  not  only  cultivated  taste  but  a  good  deal  of 
physical  exertion,  the  work  of  decoration  entitles  all  who  participated  in  it  to  the 
warmest  thanks  of  the  Society.  It  is  in  fact,  a  higher  service  than  the  contri- 
bution of  fruits  and  flowers  ;  while  the  merit  of  each  individual  is  not  usually 
designated  to  the  observer  or  distinguishable  from  the  general  effect.  The  la- 
dies of  Worcester  are  seldom  wanting  in  that  generous  public  spirit  which  se- 
cures their  indispensable  assistance.  We  fear  we  have  but  an  imperfect  list  of 
those  who  rendered  essential  aid  on  the  recent  occasion  ;  but  Mrs.  Charles  Paine, 
Mrs.  Joseph  Mason,  Miss  Lucy  Treadwell,  Miss  Abby  Williams,  and  Miss  Le 
Baron,  besides  those  already  mentioned,  were  prominent  among  them. 

The  Committee  have  had  no  premiums  to  award,  and  content  themselves  with 
a  catalogue  intended  rather  to  designate  the  individuals  who  have  taken  pains 
to  contribute  to  the  success  of  the  Exhibition  than  to  specify  the  names  or  the 
qualities  of  the  flowers.  Each  contribution  received  its  due  share  of  attention 
and  praise  from  the  numerous  visitors  who  passed  them  in  review  ;  and  we 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  merit  of  all  was  duly  and  fully  appreciated. 
Where  especial  care  and  effort  have  been  manifested  in  choice  selections  and 
studied  arrangement,  or  where  peculiar  pains  or  success  in  culture  are  indica- 
ted, the  objects  of  the  Society  require  that  attention  should  be  drawn  to  such 
instances  as  examples.  Yet  it  is  the  observer  and  not  the  reader,  who  is  bene- 
fitted by  these  examples  and  they  are  sure  to  elicit  appropriate  commendations 
from  every  eye  whose  judgment  is  of  value. 

The  Committee  counted  sixteen  stands  of  Cut  Flowers,  viz  : 

One  from  Mrs.  Maria  Wheeler,  of  Dahlias  and  Verbenas. 

One  of  Dahlias,  from  Mrs.  C.  C.  Coleman. 

Two  from  L.  Cheney,  of  Southbridge,  containing  some  good  varieties  of 
Dahlias. 

One  from  Mrs.  J.  Frank.  Allen,  containing  Dahlias  and  Dwarf  Sunflowers. 

Two  from  Wm.  T.  Merrifield,  in  one  of  which  was  a  fine  display  of  Roses,  in 
the  other  Seedling  Verbenas,  German  Stocks,  Drummond  Phlox,  &c. 

A  lofty  and  graceful  Pyramid  of  mixed  flowers,  from  Charles  Thurber. 

Two  stands  from  F.  W.  Paine,  with  a  good  specimen  of  Lilium  lancifolium 
speciosum. 

One  of  Dahlias  and  Sunflowers,  from  Mrs.  James  Green. 
One  of  Aster  and  Verbenas,  from  Mrs.  D.  S.  Messinger. 
One  of  Dahlias  and  Marigolds,  from  Miss  Lydia  Styles. 
8 
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Two  from  Ichabod  Washburn,  composed  chiefly  of  double-quilled  Asters, 
noted  as  remarkably  fine. 

One  of  mixed  flowers,  with  no  name  attached. 

THE   BOUQUETS,  YASES,  ETC., 

Were  numerous,  and,  for  convenience  of  reference,  were  numbered,  as  the 
names  attached  to  them  were  recorded. 

Nos.  1 ,  2,  3  &  4,  Mrs.  Canfield  :  among  them  were  Verbenas  in  variety, 
Roses,  Lilium  Punctatum,  Maurandia  Barclayana,  &c,  in  perfection. 

Nos.  5  &  6,  Joel  Knapp,  of  Sutton  :  a  Vase  of  Grasses,  thirty-three  varie- 
ties and  a  Bouquet. 

No.  7,  Mrs.  Gardiner  Paine  :  a  Scarlet  Lily. 

No.  8,  Mrs.  John  Corey :  Bouquet,  Ipomea  pitea,  &c. 

No.  9,  Mrs.  Theo.  Brown  :  Bouquet. 

Nos.  10  &  14,  Mrs.  Chas.  H.  Hill  :  Vase  constructed  from  a  hornet's  nest, 
with  Grasses.    In  another  vase,  Lunaria,  &c. 

No.  11,  Miss  Bradley  :  variety  of  Coxcombs  in  a  Bouquet. 
No.  12,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Gray :  Bouquet  of  brilliant  flowers. 
No.  13,  Mrs.  Henry  Goulding  :  vase  of  Verbenas. 

Nos.  15  &  16,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Hawes  :  specimen  of  Cactus  Mammalaris  and 
Melongatus. 

No.  17,  Mrs.  Orrin  Fairbanks,  Dahlias,  Coreopsis  lanceolata,  &c. 
Nos.  18  &  19,  no  name  attached.   No  18  was  a  fine  collection  with  some  rare 
flowers. 

No.  20,  Mrs.  James  Green  :  mixed  flowers  in  a  dish. 

Nos.  30  &  31,  Mrs.  George  W.  Gill :  a  small  Pyramid  of  Verbenas,  remark- 
ably pretty;  and  flowers  in  a  vase. 

Nos.  22,  29,  &  38,  Harvey  S.  Tainter,  of  Leicester  :  the  first  consisted  of 
Gentians,  Cardinals,  and  other  native  flowers  ;  in  the  others  were  tall  Coxcombs, 
and  a  fine  Prince's  Feather. 

Nos.  23  &  24,  Mrs.  D.  Waldo  Lincoln:  a  variety  of  Roses,  such  as  Tea 
China,  Bourbon,  Perpetual,  &c,  with  Lilium  lancifolium,  and  other  and  rich 
flowers. 

No.  25,  Mrs.  D.  S.  Messinger :  vase  of  various  materials. 
Nos.  26,  27,  28,  &  30,  vases  with  no  name  attached. 

No.  32,  Ichabod  Washburn  :  a  rich  and  beautiful  Pyramid  composed  of 
choice  varieties  Asters,  Lilies,  Mignionette,  Ice-Plant,  Roses,  Sweet  Scabious, 
Heliotropes,  Althaeas,  Aggeratum  Mexicanum,  &c,  &c. 

No.  33,  Master  George  S.  Van  Solen  :  Cayenne  Peppers. 

Nos.  34  &  38,  Mrs.  Loring  Coes,  of  New  Worcester  :  a  dish  of  Geraniums, 
Verbenas,  Petunias,  Nasturtions,  &c,  and  a  vase  of  Dahlias. 

No.  36,  Mrs.  M.  B.  Green :  three  vases  of  various  and  handsome  flowers. 

No.  37,  vase  with  no  name  attached. 

No.  39,  Mrs.  F.  H.  Kinnicutt :  vase  of  Verbenas. 

No.  40,  a  handsome  Pyramid  of  Verbenas,  no  name  attached. 
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No.  41,  John  A.  Perry:  small  vase  of  handsome  flowers. 
Nos.  42  &  43,  Mrs.  Wm.  M.  Bickford  :  two  rich  vases,  containing  Roses, 
Verbenas,  Zinnias,  Drummond  Phlox,  Blue  Heliotropes,  Sweet  Scabious,  &c. 
No. '44,  J.  Sheehan  :  a  superb  Pyramid  from  the  garden  of  Wm.  T.  Merri- 


Nos.  45  &  4G,  Mrs.  Stephen  Salisbury  :  Schizanthus  pinnatus,  and  other 
delicate  plants,  in  vases. 

No.  47,  Mrs.  R.  Newton  :  small  vase  of  Petunias  and  Verbenas. 

No.  48,  Miss  Mary  Foster :  a  large  flat  vase  of  Oleanders,  Snap-Dragon, 
Nasturtions,  Canary-Bird  Flowers,  Sweet  Peas,  Verbenas,  Roses,  Panties,  Fe- 
ver-few, Candytuft,  and-  China  Roses,  very  happily  combined. 

No.  49,  S.  P.  Champney :  vase  of  Verbenas. 

No.  50,  Nathan  Moore,  of  West  Boylston  j  Bouquet  of  Dahlias. 

No.  51,  Henry  Goulding  :  small  vase  of  Verbenas,  Candytufts,  Heliotropes, 
Roses,  &c. 

No.  52,  Mrs.  George  W.  Richardson  :  basket  of  mixed  flowers. 
No.  53,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Coleman  :  vase  of  Verbenas. 


The  collection  of  Green-house  Plants  in  the  centre  of  the  Hall  has  already 
been  mentioned.  The  ownership  of  these  was  not,  in  all  cases  designated.  It 
was  understood  that  a  large  part  of  them  came  from  the  conservatory  of  Wm. 
T.  Merrifield,  Esq.  Others  were  contributed  by  Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury.  There 
were  besides  these  sundry  pots  and  tubs  in  other  positions,  viz  : 

A  tub  of  Oranges,  not  marked: 

A  fine  Fig-tree,  in  fruit,  from  Charles  C.  Greenwood. 
China  and  German  Asters,  from  Wm.  H.  Pierce. 
Guavas,  from  Wm.  T.  Merrifield. 
Scarlet  Lily,  from  Mrs.  S.  B.  Scott. 
Vallota  Purpuzea,  from  Mrs.  James  Green. 
Magnolia  Grandiflora,  in  flower,  from  Charles  Thurber. 
Orange  and  Lemon  trees,  in  fruit,  from  Hon.  Isaac  Davis. 
East  India  Tamarisk,  from  Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury. 

Considering  the  severe  drought — so  destructive  to  the  beauty  and  vigor  of  the 
products  of  the  garden — and  the  recent  exposures  to  frost,  the  display  of  flow- 
ers has  been  highly  creditable,  though  not  equal  to  that  of  former  occasions. 
The  large  area  of  the  new'  hall  was  particularly  trying  to  this  portion  of  the 
collection,  tending  to  diminish  its  apparent  amount  and  general  effect :  a  dis- 
advantage, which  an  examination  of  the  details  would  alone  overcome.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  enlarged  accommodations  of  the  Society  will  be  remembered  at 
another  period,  and  produce  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  and  variety 
of  the  contributors. 


field. 
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REPORT  ON  PEARS. 

The  recent  Exhibition  furnished  unmistakable  evidence  of  the  rapid  progress 
which  the  culture  of  the  Pear  is  making  in  the  County,  and  particularly  in  the 
City  of  Worcester.  Notwithstanding  a  very  unfavorable  season,  the  number  of 
specimens  was  much  greater  than  ever  before  shown,  while  the  character 
of  the  fruit  was  of  a  higher  order  of  excellence.  Every  specimen  exhibited 
was  the  product  of  AVorcester  county  ;  and  several  of  them  surpassed  anything 
of  the  kind  ever  before  seen  at  our  exhibition. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  contributors  : 

F.N.  Merrifield, — Bartlett,  St.  Michael,  Williams,  and  two  varieties  un- 
named. 

Dr.  Joseph  Sargent, — Seckel,  Flemish  Beauty,  Chelmsford,  Buffum,  Cat- 
lin,  and  one  unknown, — all  fine  specimens. 

Rev.  Dr.  Hill, — Buffum,  Napoleon,  Belle  Lucrative,  and  Seckel. 
Ansel  Lakin, — Flemish  Beauty, — fine. 

Hon.  Levi  Lincoln, — Beurre  Diel,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Julienue,  Gore's 
Heathcote,  (fine,)  Bartlett,  Seckel,  Monsle  Cure,  St.  Michael,  Easter  Beurre,  Na- 
poleon, Dix,  (superb  specimens,)  Wilkinson,  St.  Ghislain,  Josephine,  Bell  Lu- 
crative, Uvedale's  St.  Germain,  Van  Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  Summer  Thorn,  Charles 
of  Austria,  and  seven  other  varieties. 

Booth  Bottomly,  Leicester,  —  Seckel,  Bartlett,  Passe  Colmar,  Duchesse 
d'Angouleme,  Beurre  Diel,  and  six  other  varieties, — all  fine  specimens. 

James  Longley,  Boylston, — Bartlett. 

Hon.  John  Davis, — Dearborn's  Seedling,  Bartlett. 

Mrs.  Henry  Wheeler, — -Bartlett. 

Emory  Banister, — Bartlett,  (the  finest  specimens  ever  shown  at  our  exhi- 
bition,) Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  and  Beurre  Diel,  (both  very  fine,;  Louise 
Bonne  de  Jersey. 

Albert  Brown, — Bartlett,  Seckel. 

Dr.  H.  G.  Bates, — Bartlett,  Dearborn's  Seedling,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme. 
Hon.  I.  M.  Barton, — Bartlett,  Beurre  Diel. 

Clarendon  Harris, — Bartlett,  Beurre  Diel,  and  Doyenne  Boussock, — ex- 
cepting that  of  Geo.  T.  Rice,  the  only  specimens  of  this  magnificent  new  pear 
exhibited. 

Elkanah  Rice, — Bartlett. 

John  C.  Mason, — Beurre  Bosc,  (very  fine,)  Lewis,  Flemish  Beauty,  Stevens' 
Genesee,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Bell  Lucrative,  Bartlett,  Bezi  de  la  Motte, 
Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Capiaumont,  St.  Michael,  Marie  Louise,  Louise  Bonne 
de  Jersey. 

Lucius  N.  Holmes,  Pomfret,  Ct.,  Chelmsford. 
Pitt  Holmes, — Bartlett.  , 
Leonard  Brigham, — St.  Michael. 

Jonathan  Luther, — Flemish  Beauty,  (very  fine,)  Bartlett,  Seckel. 
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J.  F.  Allen, — Louise.  Bonne  de  Jersey,  St.  Michael,  (fine,)  Seckel,  Beurre 
Diel, — fine. 

Wm.  M.  Bickford, — Bartlett,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Easter  Beurre,  Chelms- 
ford, Flemish  Beauty,  (fine,)  Passe  Colmar  and  four  unnamed  kinds. 

Mrs.  Wm.  Hovey, — Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Beurre  Diel,  Bartlett,  Fulton, 
(misnamed  Brown  Beurre),  and  one  other  variety. 

Ichabod  Washburn, — a  fine  collection — Easter  Beurre,  Glout  Morceau, 
Duchesse  d'Angouleine,  Seckel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Dearborn's  Seedling, 
St.  Ghislain,  Mons  le  Cure,  Marie  Louise. 

Isaac  Southgate,  Leicester, — St.  Michael,  Brown  Beurre,  (very  fine,) 
Seckel,  Heathcote. 

Dr.  John  Green, — Dix,  (good,)  Iron,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Prince's  St. 
Germain,  Figue,  Columbia,  Seckel,  and  one  unnamed. 
James  L.  Estey, — Bartlett. 

D.  S.  Messinger, — Bartlett,  Belle  et  Bonne,  (fine,)  Louise  Bonne  de  Jer- 
sey, St.  Gliislain. 

Rev.  George  Bushnell, — Bartlett. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  —  Seckel,  Bartlett,  Glout  Morceau,  Fulton,  Marie 
Louise,  Easter  Beurre,  Sugar,  Belle  Lucrative,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 
Mrs.  Salisbury, — Seckel,  Bartlett,  Brown  Beurre. 

Edwin  Conant, — Napoleon,  Brown  Beurre,  (good,)  Marie  Louise,  (fine,) 
Josephine,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Dearborn's  Seedling,  Duchesse  d'Angou- 
leine, Glout  Morceau,  (fine,)  Beurre  Diel,  Easter  Beurre,  St.  Michael,  Vicar  of 
Winkfield,  Flemish  Beauty. 

George  Jaques, — Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  on  quince,  same  on  pear,  Vicar 
of  Winkfield,  Henry  IVth,  Bartlett,  (good,)  Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Flemish 
Beauty,  Urbaniste,  St.  Michael,  Duchesse,  d'Angouleine,  Flemish  Beauty  (fine,) 
Bezi  de  la  Motte. 

Charles  H.  Hill, — Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Seckel,  Beurre  d'Amalis, 
Gapiaumont, — fine. 

Edwin  Draper, — Bartlett. 
Wm.  E.  Allen, — Bartlett. 

A.  Andrews,  Shrewsbury, — Flemish  Beauty, — very  superior. 

Wm.  A.  Greene,  Shrewsbury, — Seckel, — splendid  specimens. 

The  Seckel  Pear  exhibited  by  Mr.  Greene,  the  Flemish  Beauty  by  Mr.  An- 
drews, and  the  Bartlett,  by  Mr.  Banister,  were  of  extraordinary  size  and  beauty. 
With  other  choice  specimens  they  were  sent  to  represent  the  county  of  Worces- 
ter, at  the  Ohio  State  Fair,  held  in  Columbus  on  the  24th  inst. 

Dr.  Wm.  Workman, — St.  Michael. 

F.  T.  Merrick, — Flemish  Beauty,  Cumberland,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Heatkcot, 
a,nd  three  other  varieties. 
John  S.  Clark, — Bartlett. 

Emory  Washburn, — Seckel,  (fine,)  and  one  plate  unknown. 
M.  B.  Green, — Dunmore,  Beurre  Diel,  (good,)  Marie  Louise,  Capiaumont, 
Passe  Colmar,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Vicar  of  Winkfield. 
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J.  A.  Allen,  Shrewsbury, — Fulton. 

S.  H.  Colton, — Andrews,  Bartlett,  Beurre  Diel,  Beurre  de  Capiaumont, 
Beurre  d'Anialis,  Beurre  d'Areniberg,  Duchesse,  d'Angouleme,  Louise  Bonne 
de  Jersey,  Las  Canas,  Dix,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Thompson,  Vicar  of  Wiukfisld, 
Frederick  de  Wurtemberg,  BufFum,  Belle  Lucrative,  Beurre  Bosc,  Flemish 
Beauty,  (fine,]  Marie  Louise,  Napoleon,  Seckel,  St.  Michael,  Muscadine,  St. 
Ghislain,  Petre.  . 

Edward  Earle, — Sweet  French,  Bleecker's  Meadow,  Marie  Louise,  (fine,) 
Josephine,  Sieulle,  (fine,)  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Seckel,  Black  Pear  of 
Worcester,  St.  Ghislain,  BufFum,  Napoleon,  (fine,)  St.  Michael,  Bartlett, — a 
fine  collection. 

Henry  W.  Miller, — Seckel, — fine. 

Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Esq., — Flemish  Beauty,  (fine,)  Bartlett,  (fine,)  Na- 
poleon, Seckel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Golden  Beurre  of  Bilboa,  (fine,)  Van 
Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme, Iron,  Dix,  Beurre  de  Capiaumont, 
Gore's  Heathcote,  Marie  Louise,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  St.  Michael,  Passe  Colmar, 
Beurre  Bosc,  Easter  Beurre,  Brown  Beurre,  Andrews,  Glout  Morceau,  and  six 
unnamed  varieties,  a  very  fine  collection. 

Francis  H.  Dewey, — Belle  et  Bonne,  Duchesse. 

Wm.  W.  Pratt, — Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme  and  one 
other. 

John  M.  Earle, — Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Hacon's  Incomparable,  Law- 
rence, Andrews,  Bleecker's  Meadow,  Urbaniste,  BufFum,  Paradise  d'Automne, 
Ananas,  (fine,)  Beurre  Bosc,  (fine,)  Glout  Morceau,  Rushmore's  Bon  Chretien, 
Flemish  Beauty,  (fine,)  Rousselet  de  Rheims,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Belle  Lucra- 
tive, Dix,  Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Thompson.  Chaumontelle,  Comte  de  Lainy, 
Marie  Louise,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Brown  Beurre,  White  Doyenne,  Julienne, 
Surpasse  Virgalieu,  Fulton,  Striped  Long  Green,  (Summer,)  unknown,  Bart- 
lett, thirty-one  varieties. 

F.  W.  Paine, — Beurre  d'Amalis,  (fine,)  three  others  unnamed. 

Thomas  Kinnicutt, — two  varieties. 
"  George  T.  Rice, — Doyenne  Boussock,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Passe  Col- 
mar, Winter  Nelis,  Dix,  Henry  IVth,  Brown  Beurre,  Flemish  Beauty,  Seckel, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Belle  Lucrative,  St.  Ghislain,  Julienne,  Bartlett, 
Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Beurre  Diel,  Josephine,  Napoleon,  Catillac,  St.  Michael, — 
a  very  choice  collection. 

Geo.  W.  Richardson, — Belle  Lucrative,  Seckel,  Napoleon,  (fine,)  Easter 
Beurre,  Bartlett,  Winter  Nelis,  St.  Michael,  and  one  unnamed. 

S.  P.  Champney, — Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  (good,)  Beurre  Diel,  (fine.)  St. 
Michael,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme. 

Jonathan  Rice,— Bartlett. 

D.  W.  Lincoln, —  Andrews,  Washington,  Nouvelle  Seigneur,  Beurre 
Ranee,  Colmar  d'Aremberg,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Doyenne  Gris,  Long  Green, 
Reine  de  Paris,  Josephine,  Comte  de  Lamy,  Monsieur  Brouselle,  Dearborn's 
Seedling,  Passe  Colmar,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Bartlett,  Seckel,  Heathcot, 


1851.] 


REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 


63 


Urbaniste,  Catillac,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Rostezer,  Belle  Lucrative,  St.  Michael, 
Beurre  d'Anjou,  Chelmsford,  Flemish  Beauty,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  St. 
Ghislain,  Columbia,  Easter  Beurre,  Madotte,  Henry  IVth,  Vicar  of  Winkfield, 
Petit  Rousselet,  Marie  Louise,  Porre  de  Rose,  Jalousie  de  Fontenay,  Napoleon, 
Louise,  Glout  Morceau,  Baronne  de  Mello,  Bergamot,  Cadet,  Styrian,  Char- 
lotte de  Brouwer,  Brown  Beurre,  Fulton,  Buffum,  Summer  Franc  Real,  Tyson, 
Hessel,  Ferdinand  de  Meester. 
Charles  Paine, — two  varieties. 

Wm.  T.  Merrifield, — Bartlett,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 
Mrs.  Holbrook,  Westboro', — Bartlett,  St.  Michael. 

F.  H.  Kinnicutt, — Bartlett,  Iron,  Seckel,  Brown  Beurre,  (fine,)  and  two 
unnamed  varieties. 

Dr.  S.  P.  Miller, — Passe  Colmar,  Belle  et  Bonne,  St.  Michael,  Ananas. 
C.  P.  Nichols, — Bartlett. 

Gardiner  Paine, — White  Doyenne,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Beurre  Diel, 
Beurre  d'Amalis,  (fine,)  Bartlett,  Flemish  Beauty,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Easter  Beurre. 

John  N.  Corey, — Catillac, — very  fine. 

Thomas  Rtce,  Shrewsbury, — Seckel. 

Dr.  Johnson, — two  unnamed  varieties. 

Dr.  0.  H-  Blood, — Belle  Lucrative, — fine. 

Rev.  Mr.  Biscoe,  Grafton, — Bartlett,  Seckel,  Catillac,  Bleecker's  Meadow, 
Brown  Beurre,  and  one  unnamed. 

Several  specimens  of  Pears  were  exhibited  by  other  gentlemen,  but  not  hav- 
ing been  entered  with  the  Secretary,  it  is  impossible  now  to  give  a  list  of  them. 

JOHN  C.  MASON, 
EMORY  BANISTER. 


REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 
Committee :  James  Green,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Vegetables  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them  and 
beg  leave,  through  me  as  their  Chairman,  to  submit  the  following  report,  not 
deeming  it  in  their  power  however,  to  render  one  in  all  respects  so  satisfactory 
as  if  they  had  been  allowed  to  test  in  an  unequivocal  manner,  the  intrinsic  value 
of  the  glorious  display  before  them  ;  as  many  a  fair  exterior  doubtless  possesses 
at  heart  a  hollowness  altogether  unworthy  the  beautiful  proportions  and  color 
which  greets  the  eye,  neither  beets,  potatoes  nor  turnips  possessing  at  heart 
that  soundness  which  would  scorn  deception  in  any  form.  But  fortunately 
your  Committee  were  only  to  judge  from  external  appearances,  and  surely  they 
could  not  boast  of  good  taste  did  they  not  admire  the  noble  and  imposing  mien 
and  gorgeous  color  of  the  Pumpkins  and  Squashes,  of  every  diversity  of  form, 
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but  with  few  varieties  of  color  though  occasionally  one  of  verdant  hue  makes 
its  appearance,  still  the  majority  appear  self  possessed  and  fully  aware  of  their 
position.  Who  can  contemplate  and  inhale  the  different  members  of  the  family 
of  Onion,  without  being  almost  incited  to  tears  by  the  recollection  of  the 
many  signs  of  grief  they  have  occasioned,  when  nothing  else  could.  But  we 
will  not  extend  our  remarks  on  this  delicious  vegetable  to  the  exclusion  of  oth- 
ers of  great  merit,  and  therefore  would  say  that  although  the  Beet  has  less  fra- 
grance than  the  Onion,  there  is  much  in  it  to  admire  when  we  consider  its  fine 
color,  sweet  taste,  and  the  charm  it  has  by  its  weekly  appearance  upon  the  ta- 
ble, accompanied  by  the  staple  commodity  of  Cape  Cod,  reminding  and  admon- 
ishing us  of  that  day  of  the  week,  and  the  preparation  to  be  made  for  that  day 
of  rest  from  labor  which  soon  follows  it.  The  Tomato  requires  a  passing  no- 
tice, inasmuch  as  it  is  beautiful  to  the  eye  and  very  agreeable  to  the  taste,  (say- 
ing nothing  of  its  reported  merits  as  a  medicine  to  throw  into  disuse  that  Hy- 
dra Mercury.)  Your  Committee  would  recommend  its  use  in  part,  as  a  ven- 
der of  patent  medicine  did  his  nostrum,  i.  e.,  that  it  should  be  freely  taken  inter- 
nally if  not  externally. 

Your  Committee  feel  that  their  report  would  be  quite  incomplete,  did  they 
not  notice  the  fine  specimens  of  Cabbage  before  them,  and  would  recommend 
that  due  care  be  taken  to  prevent  the  monopoly  of  the  article  by  that  part  of  our 
tradesmen  who,  to  a  great  extent,  clothe  the  outer  man,  as  well  as  that  portion 
of  the  population  who  have  of  late,  in  such  large  numbers,  come  in  upon  us 
from  the  Emerald  Isle. 

The  first  article  presenting  itself  for  the  consideration  of  the  Committee, 
was  a  fine  specimen  of  Scolloped  Summer  Squash,  contributed  by  Luther  Ross, 
of  Worcester.    A  Long  Cucumber  from  the  same,  attracted  much  attention. 

Good  Western  Red  Potatoes  and  Long  Winter  Blood  Beets  were  contributed 
by  George  A.  Dresser,  of  Worcester. 

Turnip  Blood  Beets,  of  good  size  and  quality,  were  presented  by  Sylvanus 
Sears,  of  Worcester. 

Kidney  Potatoes,  a  fine  specimen  of  an  excellent  kind,  were  contributed  by 
F.  N.  Merrifield,  of  Worcester. 

Peach  Blow  Potatoes,  very  fine  specimens,  were  presented  by  Isaac  South- 
gate,  Esq.,  of  Leicester. 

Pink-Eye  Potatoes,  quite  large  and  an  early  kind,  were  presented  by  R.  S. 
Denny,  of  Leicester. 

Unusually  large  Tomatoes,  early  Turnips,  Blood  and  Winter-Blood  Beets, 
together  with  Long  Orange  Carrots,  and  Sweet  Corn  ;  all  of  which  were  entitled 
to  much  praise,  were  contributed  by  Wm.  M.  Bickford,  of  Worcester. 

Seedling  Potatoes,  very  fine  in  appearance,  their  merits  not  stated,  contribu- 
ted by  Eli  Johnson,  of  Worcester. 

Three  specimens  of  Potatoes,  together  with  Broom  Corn  and  White  Carrots, 
all  good,  Yellow  Tankard,  Aberdeen,  Sunball,  Purple  Top,  and  White  Stone 
Turnips,  some  of  which  were  said  to  be  very  good  for  table  use,  were  contribu- 
ted by  C.  W.  Forbush,  of  Grafton. 
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Good  specimens  of  white  Carrots,  Blood  Beets,  and  Marrow  Squashes,  were 
contributed  by  Amos  Bartleit,  of  Worcester. 

Very  fine  Butter  and  Marrow  Squashes  were  presented  by  John  Barnard,  of 
Worcester. 

An  African  Bean,  something  rare  and  singular  in  appearance,  though  its 
merits  are  unknown  to  the  Committee,  was  presented  by  L.  W.  Spalding,  of — . 

Specimens  of  Cabbage  and  Green  Curled  Lettuce,  Lima  Beans,  Egg  Plant, 
and  Spinach,  all  very  good,  were  contributed  by  Ichabod  Washburn,  of  Wor- 
cester. 

Marrow  and  Crookneck  Squashes,  Lady-finger  and  Peach-blow  Potatoes, 
light  round  Corn,  Celery,  Tomatoes,  and  Pole  Beans,  all  of  which  were  very 
excellent,  contributed  by  D.  S.  Messinger,  of  Worcester. 

A  very  superior  specimen  of  Peach  Blow  Potatoes,  from  George  W.  Fitch, 
of  Worcester. 

Carrots,  English  Turnips,  Blood  and  Long  Blood  Beets,  and  Yellow  Seed 
Corn,  from  William  Brigham,  of  Grafton. 

Three  varieties  of  Pole  Beans,  Lima,  Speckled  Saba,  and  White  Dutch 
Runners,  from  Solomon  Parsons,  of  Worcester. 

Fine  Cooking  Field  Beans,  from  J.  G.  &  D.  H.  Perry,  of  Worcester. 

Richard  Bangs,  Jr.,  of  West  Springfield,  Hampden  County,  contributed  a 
large  quantity  of  Sweet  Mountain  Peppers,  something  surpassing  in  size 
any  thing  before  seen  by  the  Committee,  and  said  to  be  more  mild  than  the 
common  squash  pepper  ;  Early  Turnips  and  Long  Blood  Beets,  Flat  and  Long 
White  Turnips,  Drum  Head  and  Red  Cabbage,  together  with  fine  Butter,  Mar- 
row, and  Crook-neck  Squashes,  all  very  superior,  and  the  Long  White  Turnips 
in  particular,  said  to  be  altogether  in  advance  of  all  other  kinds  for  table  use. 

Your  Committee  have  had  many  other  vegetables  of  great  merit,  come  under 
their  observation,  but  are,  with  many  regrets,  obliged  to  leave  them  unnoticed 
for  want  of  space  rather  than  from  any  disinclination  to  bestow  upon  them  that 
praise  they  are  so  justly  entitled  to. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed.)  JAMES  GREEN. 
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WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 


The  Committee  on  Publication  were  directed,  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Society  in  March,  when  they  were  appointed,  to  publish,  in  one 
pamphlet,  the  Reports  of  the  years  1852  and  1853. 

These  Reports  will  therefore  be  found  in  their  order. 


FOR 


REPORTS, 

THE  EXHIBITION   OF  1852. 


Report   on  Apples. 

The  Committee  on  Apples,  having  faithfully  attended  to  the  duty- 
assigned  them,  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  report : 

The  show  of  apples  for  the  exhibition  of  1852,  has  been  superior 
in  many  respects  to  that  of  any  former  year.  A  gradual  but  steady 
improvement  has  been  going  on  in  this  branch  of  horticulture,  since 
the  first  germ  of  our  now  nourishing  society  was  started  in  the  midst 
of  us.  This  is  shown  by  the  great  increase  of  new  and  valuable 
varieties,  presented  from  year  to  year  ;  by  the  more  general  culture  of 
some  of  the  best  varieties  but  lately  introduced ;  and,  also,  by  the 
improved  culture  of  the  old  standard  fiuits,  which  have  so  long 
stood  at  the  head  of  our  list. 

The  Roxbury  Russett,  the  Greening,  and  the  Baldwin,  do  not 
seem  now,  to  be  the  same  fruits  they  were  years  ago.  Better  cul- 
ture has,  if  we  may  so  speak,  developed  them,  and  greatly 
improved  their  bearing  qualities,  their  form,  their  size,  and  their 
flavor.  Instead  of  enjoying  the  enviable  name  of  engrafted  fruit, 
and  the  only  engrafted  fruit  of  the  orchard,  improved  culture  has 
now  forced  them  to  admit  into  their  hallowed  society,  the  Graven- 
stein,  the  Mother,  the  Swaar,  the  Esopus  Spitzenberg,  and  a  mighty 
host  of  others,  which  time  and  space  will  not  permit  us  to  enu- 
merate. 

Improved  culture  is  also  shewn  in  the  acclimation  (if  we  may  so 
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term  it)  of  certain  valuable  varieties,  which,  when  first  introduced, 
did  not  promise  well  in  our  soil  and  climate,  but  which  now  come 
to  our  annual  exhibition,  large  and  fair,  an  earnest  that  they  will  yet 
be  among  our  most  abundant,  as  well  as  our  best  market  fruits.  Of 
these,  your  Committee  note  with  pleasure  the  Yellow  Newton  Pippin, 
the  Northern  Spy,  the  Golden  Ball,  and  the  English  Golden  Russet. 

Improved  culture  is  farther  shewn,  in  the  extended  cultivation  of 
certain  valuable  varieties,  native  to  our  County  or  State.  Of  these 
Ave  would  mention  the  Leicester  Winter  Sweeting,  the  Danvers 
Winter  Sweeting,  the  Berlin  Russett,  the  Hapgood,  the  Sudbury 
Sweeting,  the  Capronrs  Pleasant,.  Eames's  Seedling,  and  many 
others,  which  we  cannot  enumerate  for  want  of  time  and  space. 

The  whole  number  of  varieties  presented  to  the  notice  of  your 
Committee,  was  two  hundred  and  fifty-six,  a  larger  number,  we  will 
venture  to  say,  than  has  ever  come  under  the  notice  of  any  former 
committee.  Of  these,  one  hundred  and  twenty  are  well  known, 
valuable  varieties,  hardy,  productive,  and  in  every  way  adapted  to 
our  soil  and  climate.  Of  the  remainder,  a  great  number,  no  doubt, 
are  fine  and  valuable,  well  known  in  their  peculiar  localities,  but 
w  hose  names,  and  whose  qualities,  in  this  instance,  happen  to  be 
unknown  to  the  Committee.  In  regard  to  them,  the  Committee 
would  suggest  to  cultivators,  if,  in  their  locality  there  are  valuable 
sorts,  hitherto  entered  in  our  exhibition  as  nameless,  that  they  select 
among  themselves  a  name  for  them,  propagate  them  only  under  that 
name,  and  have  them  regularly  entered  under  it,  on  the  books  of 
the  Society. 

The  Committee  would  further  state,  that  the  labor  of  having 
examined  all  these  distinct  varieties,  separately  and  in  detail,  has 
been  burdensome  and  fatiguing,  requiring  the  sacrifice  of  much 
valuable  time,  and  they  hope  that  where  names  have  been  given  to , 
varieties  entered  as  nameless,  or  where  varieties  entered  under 
wrong  names,  have  been  supplied  with  the  right  ones,  these  altern- 
ations and  corrections  may  be  carefully  notedr  and  prsserved  by  the 
exhibitors,  so  that  the  committee  for  the  coming  year  may  not  be 
obliged  to  go  over  the  same  ground  again,  knowing  that  their  labor 
will  not  be  appreciated,  or  their  corrections  regarded,  on  the  part  of 
the  cultivators.  Your  Committee  urge  this,  especiallyr  because  ift 
has  heretofore  been  observed,  that  certain  cultivators  persist  in  send- 
ing specimens  to  the  exhibition,  from  year  to  year,  under  wrong 
names,  when,  every  year,  the  proper  corrections  have  been  made ;  ok 
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diligently  present  as  nameless,  every  year,  some  of  the  best  known 
and  widest  cultivated  varieties. 

This  is  a  wrong  to  the  Committee,  who  every  year  devote  so 
much  labor  and  time  to  the  subject ;  a  wrong  to  the  Society,  which 
every  year  appoints  these  very  committees  to  correct,  as  well  as 
examine,  the  names  of  the  varieties  presented  ;  and  a  wrong  to  the 
art  of  Horticulture  in  general,  whose  first  maxim  is,  that  what  is 
worth  cultivating  at  all,  is  worth  cultivating  under  a  fixed  and  unal- 
terable name. 

We  consider  it,  then,  the  duty  of  cultivators,  both  to  themselves, 
to  the  Society,  to  the  Committee,  and  to  the  art  in  general,  that 
every  year  they  examine  the  report  and  corrected  list  of  the  society, 
carefully  noting  the  corrections  they  may  find  in  the  names  of  their 
own  specimens,  that  the  really  valuable  fruits  of  our  county  may  be 
carefully  separated  from  the  mass  of  worthless  trash,  which  every 
year  finds  its  way  into  our  exhibition. 

Mr.  James  Longley,  Boylston,  presented  the  Porter,  Roxbury 
Russet,  Lyscom,  Maiden's  Blush,  Baldwin,  Seek  no  Further,  Blue 
Pearmain,  R.  I.  Sweeting,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Cat  Head,  and 
one  nameless,  which  is  named  the  Gravenstein,  and  one,  the  Friar. 

Mr.  Monteville  Flagg,  Boylston,  presented  the  Gravenstein, 
Hamburg  Pippin  (fine  specimen),  Lyscom,  Porter,  Red  Harvey, 
Blue  Pearmain,  and  two  nameless  varieties. 

Mr.  Nahum  Flagg,  Boylston,  the  R.  I.  Greening,  improperly 
called  Pippin. 

Mrs.  S.  Rice,  Worcester.  A  fine,  large,  striped  apple,  named  the 
Lima  by  the  Committee,  and  one  variety  unknown. 

Mr.  Alpheus  Adams,  Northboro'.  Blue  Pearmain,  Red  Harvey, 
Baldwin,  Fall  Harvey,  Porter,  Delicate  (very  handsome),  Bitter 
Sweet,  Early  Bough,  and  two  varieties  unknown. 

Mr.  S.  P.  Champney,  Worcester.     Lyscom  and  Holden  Pippin-, 
(misnamed  Champney  Pippin.) 

Mr.  P.  Holman,  Leicester.  Peck's  Pleasant  (misnamed  Pippin), 
Baldwin,  R.  I.  Greening,  Russet  Sweeting,  Roxbury  Russet,  Ux- 
bridge  Sweeting,  Nonsuch,  Winter  Swreeting,  and  one  unknown,  all 
fine,  well  cultivated  specimens. 

State  Lunatic  Hospital,  by  R.  Woodward.    Leland's  Spice,  H-u 
bardston  Nonsuch,  Hamburg. 
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Wm.  S.  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Mother,  Baldwin,  and  two  un- 
known varieties. 

E.  M.  Banning,  Worcester.  Detroit  (misnamed  Black  Hamburg), 
Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Friar  (fine),  and  one  unknown. 

Warren  Williams,  Worcester.  Hamburg  and  Brabant  Beilflow- 
er,  both  fine  specimens. 

Geo.  W.  Richardson,  Worcester.  Lady  Apple,  Hubbardston 
Nonsuch,  R.  I.  Greening,  Baldwin,  Early  Sweeting,  all  fine  speci- 
mens. 

Rev.  Alonzo  Hill,  Worcester.  Hubbardston,  Lyscom,  Winter 
Sweet  Russet,  Porter,  Winter  Sweet,  Blue  Pearmain,  Ribstone 
Pippin,  Bolton. 

Jonathan  Luther,  Worcester.  Baldwin  and  Hamburg,  (splendid 
specimens.) 

Gardner  Paine,  Worcester.    One  variety,  unknown. 

Benjamin  N.  Child,  Worcester.  Pound  Sweeting  or  Pommewa- 
ter,  Friar  (misnamed  Pound),  Porter,  Lady  Apple,  Winter  Sweet 
Russet,  French  Apple,  Back  Door,  Nonsuch,  Lyscom,  Cat  Head, 
Roxbury  Russet,  R.  I.  Greening,  Pippin,  Baldwin,  Black  Gilliflower, 
Northern  Spy,  the  best  specimen  in  the  exhibition,  Orange,  (mis- 
named Mammoth),  Foundling  (misnamed  July),  Blue  Pearmain, 
Peck's  Pleasant,  Tift  Sweeting,  Pumpkin  Sweeting  (entered 
nameless),  and  two  unknown,  all  well  cultivated  and  very  handsome 
specimens. 

Dr.  William  Workman,  Worcester.  Hamburg  Pippin,  and  Sud- 
bury Sweeting,  (very  fine  specimens.) 

Samuel  H.  Colton,  Worcester.  Belle  et  Bonne,  Hardy,  Maid- 
en's Blush,  Queen's  Pocket,  Pomme  Royale,  Holden  Pippin,  Sud- 
bury Sweeting,  Lady  Apple,  Seaver  Sweet,  Striped  Beliflower, 
Alexander  (fine),  Ladies  Sweeting,  Sweet  Russet,  Esopus  Spitzen- 
burg,  Roxbury  Russet,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Russet  Pearmain, 
Tallman  Sweeting,  Ramsdell's  Sweeting,  Pound  Royal,  Red  Win- 
ter Sweet,  Large  Winter  Sweet,  Brabant  Beliflower,  Dutch  Mig- 
nonne,  Mother,  Duchess  of  Oldenburg  (fine  and  new),  Tift  Sweet- 
ing, R.  I.  Greening,  Baldwin,  Sprague,  Benoni,  Congreve,  Ham- 
burg, Easter,  Fameuse,  or  Snow  Apple,  Drap  d'Or,  Gravenstein, 
Golden  Russet,  Jersey  Sweeting,  Pommewater,  Hawley  (new), 
Jewett's  fine  Red,  Brewster's  Pearmain,  Progress,  Leland's  Spice, 
Northern  Spy,  Porter,  Coe's  Spice,  Robinson,  Summer  Rambour, 
Late  Sweeting,  French  Nonpareil,  Lyscom.  Yellow  Beliflower,  Blue 
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Pearmain,  N.  Y.  Fall  Pippin,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Nonsuch,  Large  Fall 
Sweeting,  McLellan,  and  two  unknown. 

Dr.  J.  Porter,  North  Brookfield.    One  variety  unknown. 

John  Fawcett,  Worcester.    Pumpkin  Sweeting,  Hamburg  Pippin. 

John  Hammond,  Worcester.  R.  I.  Greening,  Pearmain,  Baldwin, 
Red  Pearmain,  and  two  unknown. 

James  Green,  Worcester.    Beauty  of  Kent,  (very  handsome.) 

Mrs.  Henry  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Lyscom. 

J.  Hartshorn,  Worcester.  Hubbardston  Nonsuch  (very  fine), 
Baldwin,  Russet  Sweeting,  Roxbury  Russet,  (all  good.) 

Eli  Johnson,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  Harvey,  Ladies  Sweeting, 
Gloria  Mundi  (entered  nameless),  Early  Bough,  Yellow  Greening, 
Juneating. 

Francis  McCraken,  Millbury.  Golden  Pippin,  Blue  Pearmain, 
(both  fine.) 

Newell  Wood,  Millbury.    Baldwin,  (the  best  in  the  exhibition.) 
Nathaniel  P.  Gates,  Worcester.    Baldwin,  Sweet  Russet,  R.  L 
Greening,  Cogswell,  Black  Gilliflower,  (all  fine  specimens.) 
W.  W.  Mann,  Worcester.    Gloria  Mundi,  (very  large.) 

E.  A.  Fawcett,  Worcester.    3  plates  Porter,  (very  fine  indeed.) 
Thomas  Norcross,  Shrewsbury.    Hamburg  Pippin,  Porter  (very 

fine),  R.  I.  Greening,  Kilham  Hill,  Detroit,  (all  beautiful,  well  cul- 
tivated specimens.) 

S.  M.  Park,  Worcester.    Black  Detroit. 

F.  W.  Paine,  Worcester.    One  variety  unknown. 

J.  L.  Estey,  Worcester.    Porter  (fine),  R.  I.  Greening. 
J.  Southgate,  Leicester.    Early  Pearmain. 

Adams  Rockwood,  Upton.  RamsdelPs  Sweeting,  Heywood's 
Winter  Sweeting,  Cat  Head. 

Cyrus  Holbrook,  Sterling.  Sudbury  Sweeting,  Lyscom,  Blue 
Pearmain,  Pear,  Baldwin,  Sterling  Beauty,  and  one  unknown. 

Henry  S.  Washburn,  Worcester.    Gloria  Mundi,  (very  large.) 

Pitt  Holmes,  Worcester.  R.  I.  Greening,  Russet,  Black  Gilli- 
flower, Cat  Head,  Tallman  Sweeting,  Spitzcnberg,  Early  Sweeting, 
Late  Sweeting,  Chandler,  Baldwin,  Harvey,  and  two  unknown. 

J.  D.  Lovell,  West  Boylston.  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Danvers 
Winter  Sweet  (fine),  Gravenstein  (very  fine),  Ladies  Sweeting, 
Greening,  Baldwin,  Mammoth  Pippin,  all  fine,  well  cultivated  spec- 
imens. 

W.  W.  Keyes,  West  Boylston.    Great  Russet  (fine),  Hubbards- 
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ton  Nonsuch  (very  fine),  Holden  Pippin,  Blue  Pearmain,  Greening, 
Garden  Sweeting,  Baldwin. 

Elijah  Hammond,  Worcester.  Blue  Pearmain,  Hubbardston 
Nonsuch,  Baldwin,  Sweet  Winter  Russet,  (all  fine  specimens.) 

Dwight  Biscoe,  Leicester.  Peck's  Pleasant,  Baldwin,  N.  Y. 
Pippin,  Russet,  Pommewater,  Russet  Pearmain,  and  two  unknown. 

Hiram  Wing,  Northboro'.  Strawberry  Apple,  and  one  variety 
unknown. 

Charles  Nash,  Worcester.  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Sweet  Rus- 
set, Mother  (the  best  in  the  hall),  Baldwin,  R.  I.  Greening,  Garden 
Sweeting,  American  Golden  Russet.  Porter,  (all  fine,  well  cultiva- 
ted specimens.) 

Daphne  Savery,  Auburn.    One  box  Dried  Apples,  (very  nice.) 

Charles  Hadwen,  Worcester.  Porter  (very  fine  indeed),  Ice- 
land's Spice,  Pennock's  Red  Winter,  (misnamed  Blood  Apple.) 

J.  S.  Merriam,  Auburn.  Porter,  Baldwin,  R.  I.  Greening,  Ham- 
burg, Quince,  Pumpkin  Sweeting,  Fall  Harvey,  Black  Gilliflower, 
Bixby,  Roxbury  Russet,  Chapin,  and  one  unknown. 

William  S.  Merrifield,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  Hubbardston  Non- 
such, Greening,  Hamburg,  and  Pennock's  Red  Winter,  (misnamed 
Blood.) 

J.  H.  Moore,  Charlton.  Winter  Harvey,  Baldwin,  Mother,  Por- 
ter, Partridge  Sweeting,  and  one  unknown,  (all  fine  specimens.) 

Salem  Copeland,  Worcester.  Lima  Apple,  (misnamed  Mathews' 
Stripe.) 

William  Eames,  Worcester.  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Sugar 
Sweeting,  Russet  Sweeting,  and  one  valuable  Seedling,  which  the 
Committee  suggest  might  receive  the  name  of  Eames's  Seedling, 
from  the  Society. 

William  H.  Hall,  Sutton.  Davenport  Greening,  Yellow  Pear- 
main, Sweet  Seedling,  Beauty  of  Sutton,  Dutch  Codling,  Redding, 
Golden  Russet,  Stripe  Sweeting,  Hall  Sweeting,  Yellow  Newton 
Pippin  (the  best  in  the  hall),  Detroit,  Slug  Sweeting,  Rock  Sweeting, 
Pound  Royal,  Leather  Coat  Greening,  King  of  Sweets,  Forbush 
Sweeting,  Red  Gilliflower  (fine  and  good),  Winter  Harvey,  Russet 
Sweeting,  Nonsuch,  Day  Sweeting,  Hubbarston  Nonsuch,  Cherry 
Sweeting,  Porter,  Baldwin,  R.  I.  Greening,  Lyscom,  Roxbury 
Russet,  Black  Gilliflower,  Blue  Pearmain,  Richardson's  do.,  Russet 
do.,  and  three  varieties  unknown. 
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David  S.  Messenger,  Worcester.  Lyscom,  Lady,  Roxbury  Russet, 
Baldwin,  Sweet  Russet,  Gravcnstein  (splendid,  the  best  in  the 
hall),  N.  Y.  Pippin,  R.  I.  Greening,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Porter, 
and  three  varieties  unknown,  (all  fine  specimens.) 

Nathaniel  R.  Farkhurst,  Worcester.  Maiden's  Blush  (large,  and 
very  handsome.) 

O.  B.  ,Hadwen,  Worcester.  Porter  (line),  Mother  (very  fine), 
Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Minister  (very  fine),  all  elegant  specimens. 

Paine  Aldrich,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  Esopus  Spitzenburg  (good), 
and  two  unknown  varieties. 

J.  Frank  Allen,  Worcester.  R.  I.  Greening,  Porter,  Lyscom,  (all 
very  good.) 

Job  C.  Stone,  Shrewsbury.  Seaver  Sweet,  Rockport  Sweet 
(good),  Tallman  Sweeting,  Danvers  Winter  Sweet  (fine  and  good), 
Leicester  Winter  Sweet  (valuable),  Bennington  Sweet,  Orange  Sweet, 
Baldwin,  Roxbury  Russet,  R.  I.  Greening,  Minister  (fine),  Moth- 
er Apple  (fine  and  new),  Hamburg,  Black  Gilliflower,  Hubbardston 
Nonsuch  (large  and  fine),  Lyscom,  Porter,  Blue  Pearmain,  Fall 
Harvey,  Ribstone  Pippin,  Holland  Pippin,  Nonpareil,  or  Bunch  Rus- 
set, Stripped  Spice  (fine),  Peck's  Pleasant,  EsopUs  Spitzenberg, 
Friar,  Sweet  Winter  Russet,  Yellow  Crab,  Leland's  Spice  (the  best 
in  the  hall),  all  valuable  varieties  and  fine  specimens. 

William  B.  Fox,  Worcester.  Roxbury  Russet,  Long  Ruspet, 
Brewster's  Sweet  (fine,  large,  early  winter),  Swaar  (the  only  speci- 
men in  the  hall),  R.  I.  Greening,  Foundling  (new  and  valuable), 
Detroit  (entered  as  nameless),  White  Astrachan  (entered  as  name- 
less), the  only  one  in  the  Hall. 

Chas.  H.  Hill,  Worcester.  Maiden's  Blush  (the  best  in  the 
hall),  Roxbury  Russet,  Sweet  Russet,  Pink  Sweet,  Eustis,  (all 
good  specimens.) 

Harvey  Dodge,  Sutton.  Sutton  Sweet,  Fall  Harvey,  Gilliflower, 
Baldwin,  Pumpkin  Sweet,  (misnamed  Golden  Sweet.) 

Mrs.  S.  Parsons,  Worcester.  Hamburg  Pippin,  and  one  variety 
unknown. 

Alvin  Henshaw,  Shrewsbury.  Lima  and  Blue  Pearmain,  (both 
fine.) 

Rev.  Joseph  Allen,  Northboro'.  King  Apple,  Porter,  Domine 
(recommended),  Peck's  Pleasant,  Garden  Royal,  Garden  Winter 
Sweeting,  Shirley,  Baldwin,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Pumpkin 
Sweeting,  Pommewater,  Mother,  and  three  varieties  -unknown,  (all 
fine.) 
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William  A.  Draper,  Worcester.  Porter,  Winter  Sweet  Russet 
(best  in  the  hall),  Roxbury  Russett,  Fall  Sweeting,  White  Bellflower, 
and  two  varieties  unknown. 

F.  D.  Paige,  Prescott.    Lima,  (entered  as  the  Baker  apple.) 

C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton.  Porter  (splendid),  Pearmain,  Found- 
ling (misnamed  River),  Forbush  Seedling  (valuable),  Orange  Sweet- 
ing, Garden  Sweeting,  Tift  Sweeting,  Pommewater,  Dutch 'Codling, 
Hubbardston  Nonsuch  (best  in  the  hall),  Pound  Sweeting,  R.  I. 
Greening,  Nonsuch,  Pearmain,  Blue  Pearmain,  Russet,  Red  or 
Cornish  Gilliflower  (valuable),  Long  Russet,  P»,ed  Bellflower  (mis- 
named Ribstone  Pippin),  Mother  Apple,  and  two  varieties  unknown, 
(a  very  choice  and  beautiful  collection.) 

Orrin  Fairbanks,  West  Boylston.    One  specimen  of  Porter  (good.) 

Rejoice  Newton,  Worcester.    Dutch  Codling. 

Daniel  Tenney,  Sutton.  Blue  Pearmain,  Porter,  Native  Winter, 
Roxbury  Russet,  Fall  Harvey  (misnamed  Gloria  Mundi),  Russet 
Pearmain,  Spitzenberg,  Nozzle  Nose,  Pumpkin  Sweeting,  Sweet 
Russet,  Black  Gilliflower,  Winter  Harvey,  Hamburg  (misnamed 
Peach  Apple),  Hubbardston  Nonsuch  (entered  as  nameless),  and 
two  varieties  unknown. 

Tyler  P.  Curtis,  Worcester.  Baldwin  (very  fine),  Native  Sweet, 
Porter  (fine),  Queening,  Lyscom,  Friar  or  Balk,  Russet  Sweeting. 

Rev.  John  Nelson,  Leicester.    Fall  Harvey,  (large.) 

Jonathan  D.  Wheeler,  Grafton.  Baldwin  (very  fine),  Dutch 
Codling,  N.  Y.  Pippin. 

Thomas  Kinnicutt,  Esq.,  Worcester.  Tallman  Sweeting,  Pennock's 
Red  Winter,  R.  I.  Greening,  Winter  Greening  (old),  Porter,  Early 
Sweet  Bough,  Baldwin  (very  good),  one  unknown. 

Wiilard  Rice,  Sutton.  Siller,  R.  I.  Greening,  Lyscom,  Baldwin, 
Roxbury  Russet,  Pearmain,  Blue  Pearmain,  Fall  Harvey,  Winter  Har- 
vey, Waldo  Apple,  Porter,  Beef  Steak,  Striped  Spice,  Gilliflower, 
WTine  Apple,  Pippin,  Orange  Sweeting,  Nonsuch,  Harbach's  Sweet- 
ing, (all  fine  specimens.) 

Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury.  Detroit,  Holden  Sweet,  Mother  Apple, 
Hubbardston  Nonsuch  (fine),  Bennington  Sweet,  New  York  Apple, 
Striped  Spice,  Kilham  Hill  (fine),  Plympton,  Smith's  Sweet,  Le- 
land's  Spice  (spendid),  Blue  Pearmain,  Bunch  Russet,  Hapgood 
(native,  valuable),  Winter  Sweet,  Hubbard,  Friar,  Cat  Head,  Rock- 
port  Sweeting,  Lima  (fine),  Roxbury  Russet,  Lyscom,  Seek  no 
Further.  Isaac  Russet,  Baldwin,  (all  choice  well  cultivated  speci- 
mens.) 
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Joseph  A.  Denny,  Leicester.  Winter  Sweeting,  Orange 
Sweeting,  Spice,  Fisk  Sweeting,  Capron's  Pleasant  (fine,  native,  the 
only  specimen  in  the  hall),  Siberian  Crab,  Quince  Sweeting,  Sweet 
Russet,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Seek  no  Further,  Aldrich  Spice,  and  two 
unknown  varieties. 

S.  Sawyer,  Millbury.  R.  I.  Greening,  Baldwin,  Blue  Pearmain 
(misnamed  Black  Chilleton),  Fall  Pippin,  Fall  Harvey,  Nonsuch, 
Herefordshire  Pearmain,  (entered  as  nameless.) 

Levi  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Pippin,  Porter,  Beauty  of  Kent  (splen- 
did), Hamburg,  Yellow  Bellflower,  Gravenstein,  Gloria  Mundi,  Lys- 
com,  Baldwin,  Crab,  Queen's  Pocket  (entered  as  nameless),  Detroit, 
and  twelve  varieties  unknown.  , 

A.  Underwood,  Westboro.'  Gravenstein  (very  fine),  R.  I.  Green- 
ing, Hawthornden,  Wheeler's  Winter  Sweet,  Nonsuch,  Baldwin, 
and  Sweet,  nameless. 

J.  L.  Woodward,  Millbury.  Pumpkin  Sweeting,  Baldwin,  Porter, 
Gravenstein,  Hamburg,  Golden  Russet  (splendid),  Gloria  Mundi, 
Democratic  Sweeting,  Lima,  (misnamed  Spice  Apple.) 

C.  B.  Metcalf,  Worcester.  Hamburg,  Winter  Sweet,  Fall  Sweet, 
and  two  varieties  unknown. 

John  C.  Ripley,  Worcester.    Baldwin,  R.  I.  Greening,  Roxbury 
Russet,  Friar  or  Balk,  Nonsuch,  Sweet  Winter,  (all  good.) 
W.  W.  Pratt,  Worcester.    R.  I.  Greening  and  Baldwin. 
Elhanan  Batcheller,   Sutton.       Fall  Harvey,   R.  I.  Greening, 
Winter  Harvey,  Roxbury  Russet,  Baldwin,  Connecticut  Apple, 
Rockport  Sweeting,  and  one  unknown. 

Charles  Brigharn,  Grafton.    Two  plates  unknown. 
Rejoice  Newton,  Worcester.    One  variety  unknown. 
Horatio  Slocumb,  Sutton.    French  Apple,  Nameless  Sour,  Kings- 
ton, Hamburg,  Porter,  Blue  Pearmain,  Golden  Russet,  Wine  Apple, 
Pound  Sweeting,  Butter  Sweeting,  Sweet  Russet,  Nameless  Sweet, 
Striped  Harvey,  Black  Gilliflcwer,  Jewett's  Fine  Red,  Lady  Apple,, 
Russet,  Pommewater,  Russet  Pearmain,  Roxbury  Russet,  Baldwin1,, 
Holden  Pippin,  Williams  Apple,  Cat  Head,  Pumpkin  Sweeting, 
Red  Cheek  Seedling,  Gloria  Mundi,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Fall 
Harvey  (misnamed  Minister),  Beauty  of  Kent  (misnamed  Episco- 
pal), Beauty  of  the  West,  Fall  Harvey,  R.  I.  Greening,  Friar,  Dan- 
vers  Winter  Sweet  (valuable),  Magnolia,  Leicester  Sweet  (native, 
valuable),  Sutton  Beauty,  Lyscom,  French  Nonpareil,  Baking  Sweet, 
Yellow  Bellflower,  Dutch  Codling,  Tall  man  Sweeting,  Melon  Ap- 
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pie,  Queening,  Golden  Ball  (new  and  valuable),  Tift  Sweeting, 
Newton  Pippin  (misnamed  N.  Y.  Pippin),  Winter  Harvey,  Greasy 
Sweeting,  and  three  varieties  unknown. 

Joel  Knapp,  Sutton.  Rock  River,  Knapp's  Harvey,  Roxbury 
Russet,  R.  I.  Greening,  Sutton  Beauty,  Winter  Harvey,  Peck's 
Pleasant,  N.  Y.  Pippin,  Newton  Pippin,  R.  I.  Pippin,  Wolvereen, 
Williams's  Favorite,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Westfield  Seek  no  Fur- 
ther (misnamed  Connecticut  Pearmain — the  only  specimen  in  the 
hall),  Blue  Pearmain,  Grape  Apple,  Seedling  Stripe,  Leland's  Spice, 
Baldwin,  Double  Apples,  Sweet  and  Sour,  Lysccm,  Dutch  Codling, 
Nonsuch,  Johnson's  Best,  Rockport  Sweeting,  Honey  Sweet,  John- 
son's Sweet,  Tift's  Sweet. 

Charles  L.  Pierce,  West.Boylston.    One  variety  unknown. 

Emory  Washburn,  Worcester.    One  plate  Siberian  Crab. 

Washington  Hill,  Spencer.  Lima  Apples,  (misnamed  Kilha'm 
Hill.) 

Nathan  Mott,  West  Boylston.  Pennock's  Red  Wrinter,  and  one 
unknown  variety.    (Both  entered  as  nameless.) 

Charles  Johnson,  Northboro'.  Summer  Pearmain,  N.  Y.  Apple, 
Pommewater,  Hamburg  (fine),  Porter  (splendid,  the  best  in  the  hall), 
Striped  Spice,  and  one  unknown  variety. 

J.  L.  Boyden,  Worcester.  Sweet  Russet,  Hubbardston  Non- 
such, Greening,  Ly scorn  (the  best  in  the  hall),  Porter,  (fine.) 

Francis  Taft,  East  Douglas.    One  plate  Sweet  Russet. 

A.  M.  Brigham,  Westboro'.  Pennock's  Red  Winter  (misnamed 
Sopharine.) 

E.  Kilham,  Sterling.   Baldwin  and  Lyscom,  (entered  as  nameless.) 
John  G.  Thurston,  Lancaster.     Lima  Apple  (misnamed  Wine 
Apple),  fine  and  large. 

In  distributing  the  Premiums  offered  by  the  Society,  your  Com- 
mittee have  interpreted  the  words,  "  for  the  best  collection,"  to 
mean,  well  cultivated  specimens  of  the  greatest  number  of  truly 
valuable  varieties.  Believing  the  true  object  of  the  Society  to  be 
the  propagation  of  valuable  varieties,  and  those  only,  and  believing 
that  good  culture  alone  can  further  this  object,  the  Committee,  act- 
ing on  the  above  interpretation,  have  thrown  cut  of  the  lists  some 
competitors,  whose  show  of  fruit  was  very  large,  but  whose  speci- 
mens were  small  and  poor*  and  whose  varieties,  for  the  mo§t  part, 
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were  judged  utterly  valueless.  In  one  lot  of  sixty-five  varieties,  (ft.  r 
example),  the  Committee  had  hard  work  to  find  twelve  which  they 
could  pronounce  good, — and  so  with  others. 

Mr.  Job  C.  Stone,  of  Shrewsbury,  presented  thirty  varieties,  all 
fair,  well  cultivated  specimens  of  their  sort,  twenty-two  of  which 
were  judged  valuable,  and  worthy  of  general  cultivation.  The 
Committee  therefore  award  to  Mr.  Stone  the  first  premium  in  this 
class,  of  $5.00. 

Mr.  Samuel  H.  Colton,  of  Worcester,  presented  sixty-two  varie- 
ties, many  of  which  were  small  and  poor,  and  many,  of  which  were 
new,  and  as  yet  untried  in  our  climate.  Of  this  lot,  the  Committee 
pronounced  twenty-one  to  be  valuable  and  well-proved  varieties,  and 
therefore  award  to  Mr.  Colton  the  second  premium  in  this  class,  of 
$4.00. 

Mr.  Silas  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,  presented  twenty-seven  varieties, 
all  fine,  well  grown  specimens,  sixteen  of  which  were  pronounced 
valuable,  and  therefore  the  third  premium,  in  this  class,  $3.00,  is 
awarded  to  Mr.  Allen. 

Mr.  Benjamin  N.  Child,  of  Worcester,  presented  twenty-eight 
varieties,  the  specimens  fair  and  well  grown,  thirteen  of  which  were 
judged  valuable,  and  therefore  the  fourth  premium  of  $2.00  is  given 
to  Mr.  Child. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Forbush,  of  Grafton,  presented  twenty  two  varieties,  all 
beautiful  and  fair,  twelve  of  which  were  called  valuable,  and  the  fifth 
premium  of  1.00  is  awarded  to  Mr.  Forbush. 

The  object  of  the  Society  in  offering  a  premium  for  the  best  dish 
of  any  single  variety,  your  Committee  believe  to  be  the  encourage- 
ment of  some  of  the  new  varieties,  pronounced  by  all  to  be  first  rate, 
the  culture  of  which  is  as  yet  limited  in  our  vicinity. 

Acting  upon  this  belief,  they  award  to  Mr.  David  S.  Messenger, 
of  Worcester,  the  first  premium  of  2.00,  for  his  splendid  specimen 
of  the  Gravenstein,  and  to  Mr.  Charles  Nash,  of  Worcester,  the 
second  premium  of  1.00,  for  his  beautiful  specimens  of  the  Mother 
Apple. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


RUFUS  WOODWARD,  Chairman. 
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Report  on  Pears. 

Committee. — L.  A.  Maynard,  of  ^Worcester,  Chairman ;  Dr.  J, 
Porter,  of  North  Brookfield,  Emory  Banister,  James  F.  Allen,  and 
John  C.  Mason,  of  Worcester. 

The  Committee  on  Pears  submit  the  following  Report : 

The  exhibition,  this  year,  greatly  surpassed  all  previous  exhibitions, 
in  the  variety,  extent,  and  perfection  of  its  pears.  The  fruit  of 
some  of  the  contributors,  it  is  true,  was  not  so  good  as  their  contri- 
butions to  former  exhibitions,  on  account  of  the  drought  of  the  past 
season.  Yet,  this  deficiency  was  more  than  made  up  by  the  fairness 
and  perfection  of  the  fruit  of  other  contributors,  whose  trees,  owing 
to  locations  and  soils,  fitted  to  withstand  a  severe  drought  and  a  long 
continued  hot  and  dry  atmosphere,  did  not  suffer  so  much. 

The  exhibition  shows  what  has  been  accomplished,  within  a  few 
years,  through  the  agency  and  influence  of  the  Society,  and  it  must 
have  given  much  satisfaction  and  pleasure  to  those  who  projected, 
and  who,  with  much  effort  and  labor,  got  up  the  first  exhibition. 
Still,  good  and  satisfactory  as  has  been  the  exhibition,  this  year,  it 
falls  far  behind,  it  is  believed,  what  the  exhibitions  will  be,  when  the 
trees  of  many  of  the  new  contributors  shall  be  grown  and  matured 
tD  a  good  bearing  condition,  and  when  the  cultivation  of  all  shall  be 
higher  and  more  thorough,  in  all  that  pertains  to  enriching  the  soil 
with  suitable  manures,  and  in  early  relieving  the  trees  of  some  of  the 
varieties  of  their  superabundance  of  fruit,  by  a  judicious  thinning 
out. 

As  an  article  of  utility,  the  pear  cannot  compare  with  the  apple. 
But,  as  an  article  of  luxury,  the  better  kinds  are  among  the  most  de- 
licious fruits  grown  out  of  the  tropics,  and  by  many  are  preferred  to 
any  of  the  fruits  grown  within  the  tropics.  And,  in  common  with 
the  apple  and  peach,  the  higher  the  latitude  in  which  it  can  be 
grown  and  matured  to  its  perfection,  the  higher  and  more  delicious 
is  its  flavor.  It  is  believed  that  there  is  no  latitude  in  which 
the  apple  and  the  pear  can  be  grown,  in  greater  perfection,  than  in 
our  own.  And,  by  many,  the  pear  can  be  raised,  while  the  apple  can- 
not.   In  cities  and  compact  country  villages,  where  men  are  limited 
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to  a  small  space  of  ground,  the  apple,  owing  to  the  wide  spreading 
branches  of  the  tree,  cannot  be  conveniently  raised,  while  the  pear 
can  be,  and  in  its  greatest  perfection,  as  it  is  here  that  both  the  tree 
and  the  fruit  is  best  protected  from  the  injurious  effects  of  high 
winds. 

Jn  awarding  the  premiums  for  the  best  collections,  the  Committee 
adopted,  substantially,  this  rule,  deeming  it  the  proper  and  reasona- 
ble construction  of  the  phrase,  "the  best  collection  ;  " — the  greatest 
number  of  varieties  of  well  grown  fruit,  of  the  best  and  most  approv- 
ed kinds. 

Under  this  rule  they  awarded,  as  follows  : 

First  premium,  to  D.  W.  Lincoln,  of  Worcester,  for  the  best 

collection,  -  $5.00 
Second  premium,  to  J.  M.  Earle,  of  Worcester,  for  the  second 

best  collection,  -----  4.00 
Third  premium,  to  Ichabod  Washburn,  of  Worcester,  for  the 

third  best  collection,  -  3.00 
Fourth  premium,  to  George  T.  Rice,  of  Worcester,  for  the 

fourth  best  collection,  -  2.00 
Fifth  premium,  to  Benj.  F.  Thomas,  of  Worcester,  for  the 

fifth  best  collection,        -  1. 00 

For  Single  Dishes  of  not  less  than  Six  Specimens  of 
one  Variety. 

First  premium,  to  George  T.  Rice,  for  his  splendid  St. 

Michaels,  -----  2.00 
Second  premium,  to  Joseph  Lovell.  Jr.,  for  his  extra  Glout 

Morceaus,          -          -          -          -          -  1.00 

It  may  be  objected  to,  by  some,  that  a  premium  was  awarded  for 
St.  Michaels,  inasmuch  as  it  may  lead  the  inexperienced  to  attempt 
the  cultivation  of  a  variety  that  has,  for  some  years  past,  so  frequent- 
ly failed,  in  New  England ;  and  that  the  premium  would  have  been 
more  judiciously  awarded,  had  it  been  given  to  J.  M.  Earle,  for  his 
Beurre  Bosc,  or  to  Ichabod  Washburn  for  his  Dix,  or  to  Thomas  Kin- 
nicutt  for  his  Flemish  Beauties,  or  to  Ansel  Lakin  for  his  Beurre 
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Diel,  or  to  some  one  other  of  the  contributors  of  dishes  of  fine  and 
extra  pears,  reliable  for  their  uniform  certainty  and  perfection  of 
growth,  to  be  found  among  the  hundred  varieties,  and  nearly  eight 
hundred  dishes,  in  the  exhibition,  by  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  con- 
tributors. But  the  premium  was  to  bs  awarded  for  "the  best  dish  of 
pears  ;  "  and  there  could  be  no  two  opinions,  tbat  is,  no  two  intelli- 
gent opinions,  about  the  St.  Michael's  of  Mr.  Rice,  being  the  best 
dish  in  the  exhibition  ; — their  very  great  size  and  perfection,  in  all 
respects,  considered. 

Whether  this  favorite  and  justly  esteemed  old  variety  can  here- 
after be  successfully  cultivated  in  New  England,  is  not  a  question 
for  the  Committee  to  decide.  But  the  numerous  dishes  of  good 
pears  of  this  variety  in  the  exhibition,  from  different  localities,  prove 
that  it  has  been  successfully  cultivated,  by  many,  this  season. 

There  will  be  found  in  the  list  of  pears,  some  put  down  "  name- 
less." This  is  to  be  regretted.  But  the  task  of  the  Committee  was 
not  a  light  one.  Besides,  some  of  the  Committee  were  connected 
with  another  exhibition  ;  and  some  of  their  time  was  necessarily 
occupied  there.  Otherwise,  the  Committee  would  have  endeavored 
to  make  the  catalogue  of  names  complete.  It  is  believed,  however, 
that  most  of  those,  who  sought  to  ascertain  the  variety  of  their  fruit, 
learned  it,  during  the  exhibition,  from  some  one  of  the  Commtttee, 
or  from  some  other  source ;  so  that  this  imperfection  in  the  report 
is  the  less  to  be  regretted. 

The  entries  of  Pears  were  as  follows  : 

James  Longley,  Boylston.    St.  Michael,  fine,  Seckel. 

T.  H.  Rice,  Worcester.    St.  Michael,  good,  Napoleon. 

S.  P.  Champney,  Worcester.  Nine  varieties,  ?iz  :  St.  Michael, 
Beurre  d'Amalis,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  good,  Bartlett,  Duchess 
d'Angouleme,  Beurre  Diel,  Nameless,  Glout  Morceau. 

P.  Holman,  Leicester.    Bartlett,  good. 

J.  M.  Earle,  W-orcester.  Sixty-nine  varieties — Beurre  Bosc,  fine, 
Andrews,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  St.  Michael,  good,  Marie  Louise, 
Surpasse  Virgalieu,  Chaumontelle,  Knight's  Monarch,  Oswego 
Beurre,  Belle  Lucrative,  St.  Ghislain,  Bezi  Montigny,  Winter  Nelis, 
Striped  Long  Green,  Flemish  Beauty,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Thompson's,  Henry  IV,  Buffum,  Bleeker's  Meadow,  Capiaumont, 
Brown  Beurre,  Winter  Orange,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Rushmore's 
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Bon  Chretien,  Gracioli  of  Jersey,  Coffin's  Virgalieu,  Swan's  Orange, 
Paradise  d'Automne,  tine,  Beurre  Diel,  II  aeon's  Incomparable,  Beurre 
d'Aremberg,  Bczi  do  la  Motto,  Pitt's  Prolific,  Doyenne  Boussock, 
Glout  Morceau,  Dearborn's  Seedling,  Passans  dn  Portugal,  Gustinc's 
Summer,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Passe  Colmar,  Gansel's 
Bergamot,  Beurre  Esperin,  Colmar  d'Aremberrr,  Golden  Beurre  of 
Bilboa,  Doyenne  Goubault,  Dix,  Lawrence,  Madotte,  Urbaniste,  good, 
Fulton,  Heathcot,  Wilcomb,  Catillac,  Bartlett,  Josephine,  Tyson, 
Lewis,  Seckel,  six  nameless. 

Emory  B  mister,  Worcester.  Nine  varieties — Bartlett,  Duchess 
d'Angouleme,  Flemish  Beauty,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Glout  Mor- 
ceau, Beurre  d'Amalis,  Beurre  Diel,  St.  Michael,  Passe  Colmar — all 
line  specimens. 

Win.  S.  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Ten  varieties — Louise  Bonne  de 
Jersey,  Josephine,  Mons.  le  Cure,  St.  Michael,  fine,  Easter  Beurre, 
Glout  Morceau,  good,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  two  nameless. 

E.  B.  Lovell,  Worcester.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Dearborn's 
Seedling,  two  nameless. 

Joseph  Lovell,  Jr.,  Worcester.    Glout  Morceau. 

Ansel  Lakin,  Worcester.  Beurre  Diel,  good,  Flemish  Beauty, 
Seckel. 

John  Field,  2d,  Worcester.  Bartlett. 

Geo.  F.  Newton,  Worcester.    Flemish  Beauty. 

E.  M  Banning,  Worcester.  Bartlett. 

Clarendon  Harris,  Worcester.  Ten  varieties — Flemish  Beauty, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Golden  Beurre,  Urbaniste,  St.  Michael, 
Dunmore,  Van  Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  Brown  Beurre,  two  nameless. 

Ichabod  Washurn,  Worcester.  Eighteen  varieties-Seckel,  Bartlett, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Marie  Louise,  Buffum,  Bleeker's  Meadow, 
Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Glout  Morceau,  Beurre  Diel,  Easter  Beurre, 
Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Dix,  St.  Ghislain,  four  nameless.  All  very 
finely  grown  specimens. 

A.  M.  Merrifield,  Worcester.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Bartlett, 
fine. 

Fitzroy  Willard,  Worcester.  St.  Michael,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jer- 
sey, Bartlett. 

Edward  W.  Lincoln,  Worcester.    Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 

Geo.  W.  Richardson,  Worcester.  Seven  varieties — Seckel,  Van 
Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  Winter  Nelis,  Napoleon,  three  nameless. 

Henry  Chapin,  Worcester.  Beurre  Diel,  Van  Mons  Leon  le 
Clerc,  Marie  Louise.  Flemish  Beauty. 
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Alonzo  Hill,  Worcester.  Ten  varieties — Winter  Nelis,  Bezi  de  la 
Motte,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Seckel,  Stevens's  Genessee,  Summer 
Thorn,  Harvard,  Wilkinson,  Vicar  of  Winkiield,  one  nameless. 

Mrs.  Solomon  Parsons,  Worcester.    Sugar  Pears, 

John  Morey,  Worcester.    Catillac,  very  large. 

Jonathan  Luther,  Worcester.  Bartlett,  Flemish  Beauty,  Seckel, 
Sugar. 

Gardner  Paine,  Worcester.  Thirteen  varieties — Beurre  d  Amalis, 
Beurre  Diel,  St.  Ghislain,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Belle  et  Bonne, 
Catillac,  three  Winter  Pears,  nameless,  Easter  Beurre,  Doyenne 
White,  Flemish  Beauty,  Glout  Morceau. 

Edward  Earle,  Worcester.  Sixteen  varieties — BufTum,  fine,  Flem- 
ish Beauty,  Bleeker's  Meadow,  Bartlett,  Diichess  d'Angouleme, 
Seckel,  good,  Sieulle,  fine,  Paradise  d'Automne,  good,  Marie  Louise, 
good,  Beurre  Diel,  Passe  Colmar,  Winter  Nelis,  Easter  Beurre,  East- 
er Bergamot,  Catillac,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 

S.  H.  Colton,  Worcester.  Thirty-five  varieties — Seckel,  Bartlett, 
Andrews,  BufFum,  St.  Michael,  Belle  Lucrative,  Iron,  Dix,  Dun- 
more,  Gray  Doyenne,  Henry  IV,  Napoleon,  St.  Ghislain,  Thompson's, 
Winter  Nelis,  Heathcot,  Broom  Park,  Lodge,  Beurre  d'Aremberg, 
Beurre  d' Amalis,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Beurre  d'Angleterre, 
Beurre  Diel,  Golden  Beurre,  Marie  Louise,  Beuire  de  Capiaumont, 
Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Summer  Franc  Ileal,  Abbott  Seedling,  Las 
Canas,  Van  Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Frederick  of 
Wurtemburg,  Suzette  de  Bavay,  Japan. 

Geo.  T.  Rice,  Worcester.  Twenty-one  varieties — Duchess  d'An- 
gouleme, good,  Passe  Colmar,  fine,  Winter  Nelis,  Henry  IV.  Brown 
Beurre,  Flemish  Beauty,  Seckel,  Catillac,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Belle  Lucrative,  St.  Ghislain,  Beurre  d' Amalis,  Doyenne  Boussock, 
fine,  Bartlett,  Marie  Louise,  Sieulle,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Josephine, 
St.  Michael,  fine,  Beurre  Diel. 

Andrew  H.  Green,  Worcester.  Eleven  varieties — Vicar  of  Wink- 
field,  Enfant  Prodige,  Nameless,  Surpasse  Virgalieu,  Brocas  Berga- 
mot, Capsheaf,  Black  pear  of  Worcester,  Muscadine,  Flemish  Beau- 
ty, Cabot,  Seckel. 

Mrs.  Mary  Eaton,  of  Worcester.    Four  plates  of  Pears. 

Henry  H.  Conklin,  Worcester.    Three  plates  of  Pears. 

E.  S.  Stebbins,  Worcester.  Buerre  Diel,  Bartlett,  Louise  Bonne 
de  Jersey,  good. 

Francis  H.  Daniels,  Worcester.    Flemish  Beauty. 
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Dr.  J.  Porter  Jr.,  Brookfield.  Nineteen  varieties — Belle  et  Bonne, 
Beurre  Diel,  Golden  Bcurre  of  Bilboa,  good,  Beurre  d'Ajou,  good, 
Henry  IV,  Buffum,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Flemish  Beauty,  Duch- 
ess ^d'Angouleme,  Williams  Bon  Chretien,  St.  Michael,  Beurre 
d'Amalis,  Belle  Lucrative,  Petre,  Marie  Louise,  Frederick  of  Wur- 
temburg,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Beurre  d'Arem- 
berg. 

Josiah  Rice,  Worcester.  Bartlett. 

Albert  Brown,  Worcester.    Bartlett,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 

Thomas  Kinnicutt,  Worcester.  Eight  varieties — Flemish  Beauty, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Seckel,  St.  Michael, 
Winter  Nelis,  one  nameless.  All  good  specimens,  and  the  Flemish 
Beauties  very  extra. 

Dr.  Martin,  Worcester.    Bartlett,  good. 

John  Hammond,  Worcester.  Seckel. 

James  Green,  Worcester.  Bartlett. 

H,  H.  Chamberlin,  Worcester.  Passe  Colmar.  Bartlett,  St.  Mi- 
chael, one  nameless. 

Wm.  M.  Bickford,  Worcester.  Eight  varieties — Bartlett,  good, 
Vicar  of  Winkfield,  St.  Michael,  Pound,  Flemish  Beauty.  Easter 
Beurre,  fine  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Chelmsford. 

C.  G.  Harrington,  Worcester,  Bartlett. 

Mrs.  Henry  Wheeler.  Worcester.  Thirteen  varieties,  Flemish 
Beauty,  Seckel,  good,  Brown  Beurre,  Bartlett,  good.  Iron,  eight 
nameless. 

Emory  Washburn,  Worcester.    Seckel,  Cumberland. 

John  C.  Mason,  Worcester.  Nineteen  varieties — Bezi  de  la  Motte, 
Seckel,  Flemish  Beauty,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Beurre  Bosc,  good, 
Beurre  Diel,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Duchess  d'Angouleme.  St.  Mi- 
chael, Van  Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  Andrews,  Marie  Louise,  good, 
Lewis,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Beurre  de  Capiaumont.  fine,  Belle 
Lucrative,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Stevens's  Genessee,  one  nameless. 

Dr.  B.  F.  Heywood,  Worcester.  Six  varieties — Wilbur,  Rousselet 
de  Rheims,  Seckel,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Lot  Hutchinson,  Flemish 
Beauty. 

Henry  W.  Miller,  Worcester.    Bartlett,  Seckel. 
Geo.  Geer,  Worcester.  Bartlett. 

G30.  W.  Gill,  Worcester.  Louise  Bonne  do  Jersey,  fine,  Duchess 
d'Angouleme. 
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Wm,  C.  Lamson,  Worcester.  Bartlett. 
Thomas  Norcross,  Shrewsbury.  Seckel. 

Sydney  M.  Park,  Worcester.  Beurre  Bosc,  Flemish  Beauty, 
Winter  Nelis. 

B.  L.  Hardon,  Worcester.  Sieulle,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Brown 
Beurre. 

Dr.  0.  H.  Blood,  Worcester.    Belle  Lucrative. 

Frederick  Wm.  Paine,  Worcester.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  St. 
Michael,  Seckel,  St.  Ghislain. 

Dr.  Joseph  Sargent,  Worcester.  Sixteen  varieties — St.  Ghislain, 
Passe  Colmar,  good,  Buffum,  Chelmsford,  Flemish  Beauty,  Seckel, 
good,  Bartlett,  Glout  Morceau,  six  nameless. 

Isaac  Southgate,  Leicester.  Heathcot,  St.  Michael's,  good,  Brown 
Beurre,  good,  Seckel. 

Adam  Rockwell,  Upton.    Flemish  Beanty,  good. 

Pitt  Holmes,  Worcester.    Bartlett,  Passe  Colmer,  Urbaniste. 

J.  C.  Lovell,  West  Boylston.  Buffum,  good,  Grey  Doyenne, 
Knight's  Monarch. 

W.  W.  Keyes,  West  Boylston.    Buffum,  Heathcot. 

Hiram  Wing,  Northbridge.    St.  Michael. 

Charles  Nasli,  Worcester.    Catillac,  Napoleon.,  Grey  Doyenne. 

Jona.  L.  Esty,  Worcester.    One  nameless. 

Charles  II  ad  wen,  Worcester.    Flagg's  Seedling. 

Edwin  Draper,  Worcester.  Five  varieties — St.  Michael,  Passe 
Colmar,  Stevens's  Genesee,  Seckel,  Bartlett. 

B.  Bottomly,  Leicester.  Beurre  Diel,  good,  Marie  Louise,  Napo- 
leon, Bartlett,  fine,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  five  nameless. 

Dr.  Wm.  Workman,  Worcester.  St.  Michael,  Beurre  Diel, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Flemish  Beauty,  fine,  Bartlett. 

Ezra  Partridge,  Worcester.  Six  varieties — Beurre  Diel,  Vicar  of 
Winkfield,  good,  Easter  Beurre,  Catillac,  two  nameless. 

Dr.  S.  P.  Miller,  Worcester.  Fifteen  varieties — St.  Michael, 
Bartlett,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Beurre  Diel, 
Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Colmar  d'Aremberg,  Ananas,  Belle  et  Bonne, 
Passe  Colmar,  five  nameless. 

Alvin  Henshaw,  Shrewsbury.    Hadley,  good,  Chelmsford. 

J.  H.  Carey,  Shrewsbury.    Beurre  d'Amalis. 

Asaph  Andrews,  Shrewsbury.    Flemish  Beauty. 

E.  L.  Brigham,  Worcester.    St.  Michael,  good. 

J.  H.  Moore,  Charlton.    Eight  varieties — Bartlett,  Winter  Nelis, 


TRANSACTIONS,  &x. 


fine,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  St.  Michael,  St.  Ghislain,  Secke!,  Flemish 
Beauty,  Paradise  d'Automne. 

D.  S.  Messenger,  Worcester.  Ten  varieties — Glout  Morceau, 
Belle  et  Bonne,  St.  Michael,  St.  Ghislain,  Seckel,  Bartlett,  Beurre 
d'Amalis,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  fine,  two  nameless. 

O.  B.  Hadwin,  Worcester.  Six  varieties — Paradise  d'Automne, 
Van  Mons  Leon  le  CI  ere,  Seckel,  Marie  Louise,  Beurre  Diel,  Flem- 
ish Beauty. 

Henry  Goulding,  Worcester.  Seven  varieties — Louise  Bonne  de 
Jersey,  Napoleon,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Henry  IV,  Josephine,  Beurre 
Diel,  Bartlett. 

Levi  Dakin,  Worcester.  Bartlett. 

C.  A.  Pierce,  Grafton.    Bartlett,  fine,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 
James  F.  Allen,  Worcester.    Eight  varieties — Seckel,  good,  Glout 

Morceau,  good,  Buerre  Diel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Chaumontelle, 
Josephine,  Brown  Beurre,  St.  Michael. 

W.  A.  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Sixteen  varieties — Louise  Bonne  de 
Jersey,  St  Michael,  Beurre  Diel,  Bartlett,  Passe  Colmar,  Seckel, 
Marie  Louise,  Buerre  Bosc,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Paradise  d'Au- 
tomne, fine,  St.  Michael,  five  nameless. 

Charles  H.  Hill,  Worcester.    Catillac,  Seckel,  Unknown. 

Wm.  B.  Fox,  Worcester.  Passe  Colmar,  Winter  Nelis,  and  Le 
Cure. 

Geo.  Jaques,  Worcester.  Twenty-two  varieties —  St.  Michael, 
Gray  Doyenne,  Paquency,  Fondante  d'Automne,  Charlotte  Brower, 
Seckel,  Henry  IV,  St.  Ghislain,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Golden  Beurre  of 
Bilboa,  Flemish  Beauty,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Vicar  of  Winkfield, 
Jalousie  de  Fontenay  Vendee,  Beurre  Diel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jer- 
sey, Eyewood,  Bezi  de  la  Motte,  Bartlett,  Glout  Morceau,  Long 
Green,  Beurre  d'Amalis. 

[The  ground  upon  which  Mr.  Jaques's  pears  were  raised,  was,, 
only  twenty-nine  months  before  the  exhibition,  grass  land  and 
mowed.  This  proves,  that  a  very  short  time  only,  is  necessary  for 
the  production  of  pears  under  good  cultivation.] 

Thomas  Rice,  Shrewsbury.  Seckel. 

D.  H.  Fitch,  Worcester.  Bartlett. 

Wm.  F.  Wood,  Worcester.    One,  nameless. 

Wm.  Greenleaf,  Worcester.    Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Bartlett. 

Wm.  A.  Draper,  Worcester.    One,  nameless. 
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C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton.  St.  Michael,  good,  Marie  Louise,  good, 
Beurre  Bosc,  good,  Winter  Nelis,  Capiaumont. 

Ebenezer  Flagg,  Worcester.    Flemish  Beauty. 

E.  L.  Brigham,  Worcester.  One  nameless. 
J.  D.  Wheeler,  Worcester.    Bartlett,  good. 

L.  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Twenty-four  varieties — Bartlett,  Charles 
of  Austria,  Beurre  Diel,  Belle  et  Bonne,  St.  Ghislain,  good,  Easter 
Beurre,  good,  Gore's  Heathcot,  Bleeker's  Meadow,  Duchess  d'An- 
gouleme,  Angleterre,  Winter  Nelis,  Seckel,  good,  Glout  Morceau, 
Marie  Louise,  Josephine,  Napoleon,  St.  Michael,  Sieulle,  Iron,  five 
different  varieties,  nameless. 

S.  Sawyer,  Millbury.  Bartlett. 

L.  L.  Mason,  Worcester.  Bartlett. 

F.  H.  Dewey,  Worcester.  Twelve  varieties — Bartlett,  Seckel, 
Passe  Colmar,  good,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Sieulle,  Winter  Nelis, 
Compte  de  Lamy,  Van  Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  Vicar  of  Winkfield, 
good,  Capiaumont,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  one  unknown. 

John  Gates,  Worcester.    St.  Michael,  Brown  Beurre. 

A.  Underwood,  Westboro'.  Sixteen  varieties — Bartlett,  Seckel, 
Las  Canas,  Hacon's  Incomparable,  Surpasse  Virgalieu,  Ananas,  Ma- 
rie Louise,  fine,  Glout  Morceau,  Easter  Beurre,  Flemish  Beauty, 
Fulton,  Belle  Angevine,  Beurre  Diel,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Sieulle, 
Winter  Nelis. 

Elam  Smalley,  Worcester.  Eleven  varieties — Vicar  of  Wink- 
field,  St.  Michael,  Glout  Morceau,  Passe  Colmar,  Beurre  Diel, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Knight's  Monarch,  Henry  IV,  Marie 
Louise,  Urbaniste,  one  nameless. 

D.  W  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Eighty-five  varieties — Angleterre, 
Andrews,  Althrop  Crassane,  Bartlett,  Brougham,  Belmont,  Belle  et 
Bonne,  Belle  et  Grand  Montany,  Belle  et  Bonne  de  Zees,  Beurre 
d'Anjou,  Beurre  Diel,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  fine,  Beurre  Ranee,  Beurre 
d'Aremberg,  Beurre  Beaumont,  Brown  Beurre,  Bergamot  Sylvange, 
Bergamot  Sageret,  Buffum,  Burnet,  Baronne  de  Mello,  Capiaumont, 
good,  Catillac,  Chaumontelle,  Crassane  d'Hiver,  Compte  de  Lamy, 
Chaumontelle  Noveau,  Columbia,  Colmar  d'Aremberg,  Cumberland, 
Charlotte  Brower,  Delices  d'Hardenpont,  Doyenne  Gris,  Doyenne 
Boussock,  Dunmore,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Easter  Beurre,  fine,  Ex- 
cellentissima,  Ferdinand  de  Meester,  Fondante  d'Automne,  Flemish 
Beauty,  Fulton,  good,  Gratioli,  Grand  Soleil,  Glout  Morceau,  Heath- 
cot,  Hesscl,  Hacon's  Incomparable,  Henry  IV,  Iron,  Jalousie,  Jalousie 
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de  Fontenay,  Josephine,  good,  Knight's  Monarch,  Lewis,  Louise 
Bonne  de  Jersey,  good,  Madotte,  Marie  Louise,  Monsieur  de  Brou- 
sette,  Muscat  l'Allemand,  Messire  Jean,  Napoleon,  Nouvelle  Seig- 
neur, Passe  Colmar,  good,  Petre,  Reine  des  Poires,  St.  Germain,  St. 
Ghislain,  St.  Andre,  St.  Nicholas,  St.  Michael,  St.  Michael  Arch- 
ange,  Soldat  Laboreur,  Seckel,  Styrian,  Urbaniste,  fine,  Washing- 
ton, Winter  Nelis,  Wilkinson,  Viscompte  de  Spoelberg,  good,  Vicar 
of  Winkfield,  good,  Bishop's  Thumb,  three  unknown. 

Wm.  W.  Pratt,  Worcester.    Five  dishes  nameless. 

Thomas  Pierce,  Worcester.  Bartlett. 

John  C.  Ripley,  Worcester.  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Seckel,  Passe 
Colmar,  Iron. 

David  Scott,  Worcester.    One  nameless. 

Charles  Johnson,  Northboro'.  Winter  Nelis,  Bartlett,  good,  Belle 
Lucrative,  Brown  Beurre,  fine,  Golden  Beurre,  Seckel. 

Dr,  John  Green,  Worcester.  Twelve  varieties — Vicar  of  Wink- 
field,  fine,  Dix,  good,  Flemish  Beauty,  St.  Michael,  Prince's  St.  Ger- 
main, Columbia,  Winter  Nelis,  Iron  Pear,  Seckel,  Burnett,  Figue, 
Paradise  d'Automne,  fine. 

Edwin  Conant,  Worcester.  Six  varieties — Napoleon,  Josephine, 
good,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Brown  Beurre, 
fine,  one  nameless. 

C.  B.  Metcalf  Worcester.    Two  varieties  nameless. 

Rejoice  Newton,  Worcester.    Three  varieties  nameless. 

Nathan  Morse,  West  Boylston.    One  variety  nameless. 

Harvey  K.  Potter.  Grafton.  Bartlett. 

E.  Kilburn,  Sterling.    Seckel,  St.  Michael. 

Benj.  F.  Thomas,  Worcester.  Twenty-one  varieties — Bartlett, 
Seckel,  Brown  Beurre,  Easter  Beurre,  Beurre  Beaumont,  Napoleon, 
Marie  Louise,  Heathcot,  Beurre  Diel,  St.  Michael,  Beurre  de  Capi- 
aumont,  Passe  Colmar,  Urbaniste,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Beurre  Bosc, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Dix,  Flemish  Beauty,  Vicar  of  Winkfield, 
Winter  Nelis,  two  nameless. 

For  the  Committee, 

L.  A.  MAYNARD. 
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Report  on  other  Fruits. 

The  principal  fruits  assigned  for  the  inspection  and  report  of  this 
Committee,  were  Peaches,  Plums,  Grapes,  and  Quinces. 

The  show  of  Peaches  was  not  so  great  this  year  as  last,  yet  it  was 
quite  large,  and  the  fruit  was  of  excellent  quality. 

The  Grapes  on  our  tables  this  year  have  never  been  surpassed,  if 
equalled,  in  any  previous  year,  either  in  quantity  or  quality. 

The  show  of  duinces,  also,  was  very  superior,  and  that  of  Plums 
quite  respectable. 

There  were  some  other  minor  fruits,  which  will  be  noticed  in  the 
details  of  this  report.  The  Committee  do  not  hold  themselves  re- 
sponsible for  the  correctness  of  the  names  of  the  specimens  reported 
upon  ;  they  are  taken  chiefly  from  the  record,  and  are  such  as  were 
given  by  the  contributors.  In  a  few  instances,  however,  when  well 
known  varieties  were  misnamed,  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  cor- 
rect them. 

Without  further  general  remarks,  we  will  proceed  to  enumerate 
the  specimens  upon  our  tables,  and  shall  remark  upon  those  deserv- 
ing particular  notice  as  we  proceed. 

Montraville  Flagg,  Boylston.  One  plate  of  Yellow  Rareripe 
Peaches. 

Nahum  Flagg,  Boylston.    One  plate,  two  varieties  Peaches. 

Nathaniel  Gates,  Worcester.    One  plate  Seedling  Rareripe. 

P.  Holman,  Leicester.    One  plate  Crawford's  Early,  fine. 

Marshall  Flagg,  Worcester.  One  plate  Seedling,  of  the  Nivette 
variety,  very  handsome,  and  delicious  flavor. 

Francis  D.  Oliver,  Worcester.    One  plate  Peaches. 

Charles  Whittemore,  Worcester.  Four  plates  Isabella  Grapes, 
finely  grown  and  well  ripened,  for  which  the  Committee  awarded 
the  first  premium,  of  $2.00,  for  the  best  Grapes  of  open  culture. 

John  Hammond,  Worcester.  Two  plates  Crawford  Peaches,  one 
plate  Orange  Quince. 

Ansel  Lakin,  Worcester.    One  basket  Plums. 

E.  M.  Banning,  Worcester.    Five  plates  Peaches,  nameless. 

E.  S.  Stebbins,  Worcester.    One  plate  Peaches,  very  handsome. 
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Ichabod  Washburn,  Worcester.  One  plate  Isabella  Grapes,  large 
size,  but  not  ripe. 

S.  P.  Champney,  Worcester.    One  plate  Early  Crawford  Peaches. 

Warren  Williams,  Worcester.  One  plate  Early  Crawford  Peach- 
es, one  plate  of  Coe's  Golden  Drop,  and  two  plates  Victoria  Plums. 

Mrs.  Solomon  Parsons,  Worcester.  Two  plates  Crawford  Peaches, 
two  nameless,  one  plate  native  Grapes,  very  fine. 

Alonzo  Hill,  Worcester.  White  native  Grapes,  and  Isabella 
Grapes,  well  grown,  but  not  ripe. 

Jonathan  Luther,  Worcester.    One  plate  late  Peaches. 

Gardner  Paine,  Worcester.  Six  plates,  four  varieties,  of  Peaches, 
among  them  the  Snow  Peach. 

Edward  Earle,  Worcester.  One  plate  Sweet-Water  Grapes,  grown 
in  open  culture. 

S.  B.  Watson,  Worcester.  One  plate  Red  Rareripe,  one  plate 
Yellow  Rareripe,  very  fine. 

Henry  S.  Washburn,  Worcester.  One  jar  preserved  Plums,  one 
jar  preserved  Prunes,  one  jar  preserved  Pears,  preserved  in  1846. 
Entered  on  the  book,  but  not  seen  by  the  Committee. 

Samuel  A.  Goss,  Worcester.    One  plate  Crawford  Peaches. 

Joseph  Rice,  Worcester.    Coe's  Golden  Drop  Plums,  very  nice. 

Mrs.  Henry  Wheeler,  Worcester.    One  plate  Isabella  Grapes. 

A.  M.  Merrifield,  Worcester.    One  plate  Melocoton  Peaches. 

Mrs.  Martha  Chickering,  Worcester.    One  plate  fine  Peaches. 

W.  J.  Hartshorn,  Worcester.    Early  Crawford  Peaches. 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Kinnicutt,  Worcester.  Coe's  Golden  Drop,  and  three 
other  varieties  Plums,  two  plates  Isabella  Grapes, 

Eli  Johnson,  Worcester.  Seven  varieties  Peaches,  two  handsome 
Seedling  varieties,.  Coolidge's  Favorite,  Yellow  Melocoton,  Early 
Velvet,  and  Crawford  ;  and  Imperial  Gage  Plums. 

Francis  McCrackin,  Millbury.    One  plate  Orange  Quinces. 

Dr.  O.  Martin,  Worcester.    One  plate  Orange  Quinces. 

Sidney  M.  Park,  Worcester.  Isabella  Grapes,  and  Coe's  Golden* 
Drop  Plums. 

Thomas  Norcross,  Shrewsbury.  One  plate  Early  Crawford 
Peaches,  one  plate  Seedling. 

Alpheus  Merrifield,  Worcester.  Isabella  Grapes,  one  plate 
Quinces. 

Wm.  T.  Merrifield,  Worcester.  Four  varieties  of  Grapes  grown 
under  glass,  viz  :  Black  Hamburg  in  magnificent  clusters,,  the  lar- 
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gest  and  handsomest  of  this  variety  in  the  Hall,  Muscat  of  Alexan- 
dria, Sweet-Water,  and  Grizzly  Frontignac,  all  fine.  Mr.  Merri- 
fleld  was  awarded  the  second  premium  of  $1.00  for  Grapes  grown 
under  glass. 

F.  W.  Paine,  Worcester.    Isabella  Grapes  and  one  plate  Quinces. 

Pitt  Holmes,  Worcester.  One  plate  Quinces,  two  plates  Craw- 
ford and  one  Clingstone  Peaches. 

Isaac  Southgate  Leicester.  Isabella  Grapes  and  one  plate  of 
Plums,  nameless. 

C.  Holbrook,  Sterling.    One  plate  Yellow  Rareripe. 

Charles  Hadwen,  Worcester.  Two  plates  Early  Crawford  Peaches, 
very  fine. 

W.  W.  Keyes,  West  Boylston.    One  plate  Oldmixon  Peaches. 
J.  C.  Lovell,  West  Boylston.    One  plate  Seedling,  beautiful  look- 
ing Peaches. 

Hiram  Wing,  Northbridge.  One  plate  Clingstone  Peaches,  fine 
Isabella  and  Blackstone  Grapes. 

Charles  Nash,  Worcester.  Early  Crawford  and  Napoleon  Peach- 
es, and  Egg  Plums. 

J.  L.  Esty,  Worcester.  One  plate  Willow  Peaches  and  one  plate 
nameless. 

Edwin  Draper,  Worcester.  Green  Gage  Plums,  native  Grapes, 
and  Oldmixon  Peaches. 

B.  Bottomly,  Leicester.    Lombard  and  Diamond  Plums. 

J.  S.  Merriam,  Auburn.  Five  plates  Peaches — one  Crawford, 
three  Seedling,  and  one  nameless,  all  fine.  Took  fourth  premium  for 
the  four  best  collections  of  Peaches,  $1.00. 

Dr.  S.  P,  Miller,  Worcester.  One  plate  peaches,  Coolidge's  Favor- 
ite, Newington,  fine,  Day's  Seedling  and  old  Mixon,  Isabella  Grapes 
and  Coe's  Golden  Drop  Plums,  and  one  plate  Orange  Quinces. 

E.  L.  Brigham,  Westboro'.  Basket  Crawford  Peaches,  fine,  and 
a  generous  lot. 

*J.  H.  Moore,  Charlton.    Plate  Coe's  Golden  Drop  Plums. 

Mrs.  B.  Taft,  Uxbridge.    Plate  of  Sweet-Water  Grapes. 

E.  M.  Hosmer,  Oakdale.    Plate  yellow  Melocoton  Peaches. 

W.  J.  Hall,  Sutton.    Two  plates  Quinces. 

D.  S.  Messenger,  Worcester.  Nine  varieties  Peaches — one  beau- 
tiful Seedling,  Snow,  very  fine,  Blood,  one  nameless,  Oldmixon  free- 
stone, Yellow  Melocoton,  Brevoort,  White  Imperial,  and  Crawford  ; 
plate  Isabella  Grapes,  and  five  plates  of  Plums — Coe's  Golden  Drop, 
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Victoria,  Imperial  Gage,  and  Purple,  nameless.  Took  third  premium, 
$2.00,  for  the  third  best  collection  of  Peaches. 

Nathaniel  R.  Parkhurst,  Worcester.  Plate  of  Isabella  Grapes, 
finely  ripened  and  good  size.  Took  second  premium  for  Grapes  in 
open  culture,  $1.00. 

O.  B  Hadwen,  Worcester.  Nine  varieties  of  Peaches,  viz  :  Wal- 
ter's Early,  Cutler's  Rareripe,  Early  Crawford,  Royal  George,  Bul- 
lard's  Seedling,  Lemon  Rareripe,  and  three  Seedling  varieties,  two 
very  fine  Took  first  premium  for  the  best  collection  of  Peaches, 
$4.00.    One  plate  of  Isabella  Grapes. 

Henry  Goulding,  Worcester.  Plate  of  Plums  and  one  plate 
"  Mock  Oranges." 

Paine  Aldrich,  Worcester.  One  plate  Quinces,  one  plate  Plums, 
and  one  plate  Sweet-Water  Grapes. 

Job  C.  Stone,  Shrewsbury.  Two  plates  Orange  Quinces,  one 
plate  Coe's  Golden  Drop  Plums,  Blackstone  and  Fitchburg  Grapes. 
Took  first  premium  $2.00,  for  the  best  collection  of  Quinces. 

C.  G.  Munyan,  Worcester.  One  plate  Early  Crawford  Peaches, 
fine. 

J.  Frank  Allen,  Worcester.  Four  plates  Peaches — Rareripe, 
George  IV,  Late  Rareripe,  and  Fall. 

Charles  H.  Hill,  Worcester.  Three  plates  Peaches — Royal 
Kensington,  Kenrick's  Heath,  and  a  very  handsome  Seedling  ;  Du- 
ane's  Purple  Plums. 

Harvey  Dodge,  Sutton.    Two  plates  Orange  Quinces. 

S.  N.  Whiting,  Worcester.    One  plate  Early  Crawford  Peaches. 

Emory  Banister,  Worcester.  Two  plates  Plums — Duane's  Purple 
and  Imperial  Gage. 

David  Woodward,  Worcester.    Plate  Isabella  Grapes. 

Dr.  Allen,  Northborough.    Plate  native  Grapes. 

C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton.  Black  Hamburg  and  White  Chasselas 
Grapes,  grown  under  glass,  fine. 

Orin  Fairbanks,  West  Boylston.  Crawford,  and  two  varieties  of 
Seedling  Peaches,  very  handsome. 

John  B.  Pratt,  Worcester.    Crawford  and  Seedling  Peaches. 

Henry  H.  Chamberlin,  Worcester.  Large  plate  Crawford  Peach- 
es, very  fine. 

Rejoice  Newton,  Worcester.    One  plate  Plums. 

George  A.  Dresser,  Worcester.  Six  varieties  of  Peaches — two 
plates  Crawford,  verv  fine,  Snow  Peaches,  Yellow  Red  Rareripe,  one 
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nameless,  very  handsome,  late, — took  second  premium,  $ 3.00,  for 
second  best  collection  of  Peaches. 

Willard  Rice,  Sutton.    One  plate  Quinces. 

Joseph  A.  Denny,  Leicester.  Isabella  Grapes,  well  grown,  but 
not  ripe. 

Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury.    Plate  Orange  Quinces. 

J.  M.  Earle,  Worcester.  Twenty-six  varieties  of  Plums — Wash- 
ington, Prince's  Red  Gage,  Green  Gage,  Roe's  Autumn  Gage, 
Columbia,  French  Plum,  Bleecker's  Gage,Grimwood's  New  Orleans, 
Lombard,  Dana's  Gage,  Corse's  Nota  Bena,  Imperial  Gage,  Cooper's 
Red,  Coe's  Golden  Drop,  Bleecker's  Scarlet,  Orleans,  St.  Catharine, 
Jefferson,  Purple  Gage,  Wilmot's  Early  Orleans,  Damson,  New 
Damson,  Prince's  Imperial  Gage,  and  two  nameless, — took  the  first 
premium,  $2.00,  for  the  best  collection  of  Plums. 

Hon  Levi  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Two  plates  of  Peaches,  Crawford, 
very  fine,  one  plate  Portugal  Quince. 

John  C.  Mason,  Worcester.  Five  varieties  of  Plums — Jefferson, 
Green  Gage,  Coe's  Golden  Drop,  all  very  fine,  Imperial  Gage,  and 
Bleecker's  Gage. 

Eli  Johnson,  Worcester.  Seven  varieties  of  Peaches,  rare  ripe, 
two  varieties  of  Seedling,  very  fine,  Coolidge,  Yellow  Melocoton, 
Early  Velvet,  and  Crawford. 

A.  Underwood,  Westboro.  Plums — Green  Gage,  Imperial  Gage, 
Coe's  Golden  Drop,  Reine  Claude  de  Bavay,  Columbia,  and  several 
other  varieties  not  entered  on  the  books  of  the  Society.  The  speci- 
mens of  some  of  them  were  few,  but  of  excellent  quality.  The 
Committee  awarded  to  him  the  second  premium  for  plums,  $1.  Al- 
so one  plate  of  Fitchburg  grapes. 

D.  VV.  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Grapes  —  Black  Hamburg,  Black 
Lombardy,  Grizzly  Frontignac,  White  Frontignac,  Cannon  Hall 
Muscat,  Muscat  of  Alexandria,  Black  Prince,  Golden  Chasselas, 
White  Chasselas,  Pvoyal  Muscadine,  Wilmot's  Black  Hamburg, 
Chasselas  M usque,  all  grown  under  glass  without  heat  other  than 
that  of  the  sun, — a  very  splendid  collection  of  grapes,  for  which  the 
Committee  were  unanimous  in  awarding  the  first  premium  of  $2.00. 

S.  H.  Colton,  Worcester.  Plums — Imperial  Gage,  Green  Gage, 
Jefferson,  Drip  d'Or,  Pond's  Purple,  Lombard,  Orange,  Bleeck- 
er's Scarlet,  and  Petite  Mirabeile.  The  last  named  is  a  small 
Plum,  but  of  most  excellent  quality,  very  sweet,  and  delicious.  The 
tree  is  a  slow  grower,  but  a  constant  and  great  bearer,  is  not  injured 
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by  the  Curculio,  and  the  fruit  is  not  liable  to  rot  on  the  tree,  as  most 
other  varieties.     *      *    It  is  worthy  of  more  extensive  cultivation. 

Grapes — Isabella,  Fitchburg,  and  white  native. 

Charles  Brigham,  Grafton.  Two  plates  Orange  Quinces, — Took 
the  second  preminm  for  Quinces,  $1.00. 

Caleb  B.  Metcalf,  Worcester.  One  plate  of  beautiful  Peaches, 
name  unknown. 

Samuel  A.  Cushing,  Shrewsbury.  Four  plates  Peaches — Duxbu- 
ry  Seedling,  Cushing's  Yellow,  Adams's  Red,  and  a  very  handsome 
Seedling  originated  in  Haverhill. 

Nathan  Holman,  Leicester.    Isabella  Grapes  and  Plums. 

Thomas  Bowles,  Worcester.  Isabella  Grapes,  well  grown,  but  not 
quite  ripe. 

Charles  Johnson,  Northboro'.  Isabella  Grapes,  very  fine  and  well 
ripened — a  gratuity  of  $  1. 00  recommended  by  the  Committee.  Al- 
so, one  plate  Coe's  Golden  Drop  Plums  and  two  plates  Seedling. 
Peaches. 

Nathan  Bliss,  West  Boylston.    Two  plates  Peaches. 
Joseph  Hastings,  Millbury.    One  plate  Early  Crawford  Peaches, 
fine. 

William  A.  Brigham,  Worcester.    A  small  cup  Strawberries. 

J.  &>  L.  Boyden,  Worcester.  Two  plates  Crawford  Peaches  and. 
two  plates  nameless,  fine. 

F.  H.  Dewey,  Worcester.  Plate  of  White  Currants  and  plate- 
Red  Currants. 

Harvey  R.  Potter,  Grafton.    Two  plates  Quinces. 

Lewis  Armsby,  Northbridge.    Late  Crawford  Peaches. 

Silas  Parmenter,  Westboro'.    Seedling  Plums. 

A.  M.  Brigham,  Westboro'.    Plate  Coe's  Golden  Drop. 

B.  F.  Thomas,  Worcester.  Black  Hamburg  Grapes,  grown 
under  glass,  very  fine. 

William  M.  Bickford,  Worcester.    Two  plates  Currants. 

Edwin  Conant,  Worcester.  Plums — Coe's  Golden  Drop,  very  fine, 
Columbia  and  Diamond,  both  fine — and  others  not  entered  on  Soci- 
ty's  books. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 


WILLIAM  WORKMAN,  Chairman. 
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Repoet  on  Flowers  and  Decorations. 
The  Committee  on  Flowers  and  Decorations, 

For  the  best  display  of  Cut  Flowers,  award  the  first  premium  1o 
Mrs.  Wm.  M.  Bickford. 

For  the  next  best  display  of  Cut  Flowers,  the  second  premium  to 
Mrs.  D.  W.  Lincoln. 

For  the  best  display  of  Plants  in  Pots,  the  first  premium  is  awar- 
ded to  Mrs.  W.  T.  Merrifield. 

For  the  next  best  display  of  Plants  in  Pots,  the  second  premium  to 
Mrs.  Wm.  M.  Bickford. 

For  the  best  pair  of  Parlor  Bouquets,  the  first  premium  is  awar- 
ded to  Mrs.  Ichabod  Washburn. 

For  the  next  best  pair  of  Parlor  Bouquets,  the  second  premium  to 
Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Fox. 

For  the  best  display  of  Dahlias,  the  only  premium  offered  by  the 
Society  is  awarded  to  Mrs.  Henry  Goulding. 

For  the  best  display  of  German  Asters,  the  only  premium  offered 
is  awarded  to  Mrs.  Ichabod  Washburn. 

There  was  one  stand  of  beautiful  Roses,  which  were  very  much 
admired,  contributed  by  Mrs.  Wm.  T.  Merrifield,  for  which  the 
Committee  recommend  the  Society  to  grant  a  gratuity. 

Among  the  specimens  of  Cut  Flowers,  there  were  many,  display- 
ing great  beauty  in  their  arrangement,  and  choice  selections  of 
many  varieties.    Of  these  there  were 

Three  vases  from  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Richardson. 

One  large  vase  from  Mrs.  F.  H.  Kinnicutt. 

Two  vases  from  Mrs.  M.  B.  Green. 

Four  bunches  of  cut  Flowers,  from  Andrew  II.  Green. 

One  Bouquet  cut  Flowers  from  Miss  L.  T.  Knapp. 

One  vase  from  Mrs.  S.  P.  Champney. 

A  basket  from  Mrs.  Geo.  T.  Rice. 

A  basket  from  Nathaniel  Paine. 

One  Bouquet  by  Mrs.  E.  Draper. 

One  vase  of  cut  Verbenas  from  Mrs.  E.  W.  Lincoln. 

A  basket  of  Verbenas,  from  Miss  Anna  B.  Earle. 

One  vase  of  Flowers  from  Miss  Mary  E.  Anthony. 
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And  one  stand  of  Flowers  from  Rev.  Dr.  Allen,  of  Northboro'. 

The  Committee  only  regretted  that  there  were  not  more  first  pri- 
zes to  be  awarded  to  such  as  really  deserved  more  than  an  honorable 
mention. 

Among  the  Plants  in  Pots,  we  noticed  a  fine  Oleander,  contrib- 
uted by  Mrs.  S.  P.  Champney ;  an  Orange  Tree,  by  Mrs.  Jos.  Pratt; 
and  a  Passion  Flower,  by  Mrs.  I.  Corey. 

There  were  very  ftne  specimens  of  Dahlias  contributed  by  Wm. 
Greenleaf,  also  by  Mrs.  S.  P.  Miller  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  Merrifield  ;  a 
beautiful  bunch  of  Roses  from  Mrs.  J.  H.  Moore  of  Charlton,  and 
a  cluster  of  cut  Flowers  and  Dahlias  from  Mrs.  Orrin  Fairbanks  of 
West  Boylston. 

The  Mammoth  Bouquet,  contributed  by  Geo.  Stratton,  did  not  fail 
to  attract  universal  attention,  and  exhibited  in  its  construction  a 
laudable  desire  in  its  contributor,  to  add  ornament  to  the  decora- 
tions of  the  Hall. 

The  Floral  Design,  representing  a  Cottage,  contributed  by  Mrs. 
Wm.  M.  Bickford,  and  executed  by  Wm.  Johnson,  attracted  univer- 
sal admiration,  and  added  very  much  to  the  decorations  of  the  Hall. 

We  cannot  pass  by,  without  a  most  favorable  notice,  the  fine  speci- 
mens of  double  distilled  and  highly  concentrated  extracts  of  all 
Flowrers,  in  the  form  of  sixteen  boxes  and  two  jars  of  Honey,  con- 
tributed by  Wm.  Richardson  of  Brookfield.  Also,  some  fine  speci- 
mens marked  "Patent  Honey,"  which  we  ascertained  referred  to  no 
new  improvement  by  the  Bees  in  their  process  of  extracting  the 
Honey  from  the  Flowers,  but  rather  to  Mr.  Gilmore's  improved  me- 
thod in  removing  the  Honey  from  the  Hive.  This  was  contributed 
by  Wm.  A.  Brigham. 

The  Committee  were  unanimous  in  awarding  the  merit  of  a  most 
honorable  mention  to  Mrs.  G.  W.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Whitney,  Mrs. 
Chas.  Paine,  Miss  Martha  Le  Baron,  and  Miss  Ruth  Miller,  for  their 
invaluable  services  in  preparing  the  decorations  for  the  Hall.  The 
valuable  services  of  Dr.  Flagg  in  decorating  the  Hall,  the  excellent 
taste  displayed  by  him  in  the  arrangement  of  the  decorations,  and 
the  untiring  zeal  with  which  he  devoted  himself  to  the  task  of  ar- 
ranging the  Hall  in  Nature's  best  dress,  commanded  our  highest  ap- 
probation. ###### 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

HENRY  SARGENT. 
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Report  on  Vegetables. 

Committee. — William  S.  Barton,  Chairman  :  Calvin  W.  For- 
bush,  of  Grafton,  Edwin  Draper,  Gardiner  Taine,  and  O.  B.  Had- 
wen,  of  Worcester. 

Your  Committee  were  gratified  to  find  so  large  and  excellent  a 
display  of  Vegetables,  at  this,  our  Annual  Exhibition.  On  no  for- 
mer Anniversary  of  the  Society,  has  this  branch  of  Horticulture 
been  so  fully  represented,  nor  has  it  ever  comprised  so  varied  and 
superior  a  collection  of  these  indispensible  products.  But  five  years 
ago,  when  the  present  Chairman  first  acted  on  this  Committee,  there 
were  fewer  Vegetables  on  Exhibition,  all  told,  than  there  were  vari- 
eties merely,  of  the  same  articles  entered  this  year.  The  display  at 
the  present  Anniversary,  was  alike  an  honor  to  our  Society  and  to  its 
enterprising  contributors. 

It  would  be  gratifying  to  your  Committee,  to  urge  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Society,  the  various  theories  and  recommendations  of 
others,  in  regard  to  the  best  mode  of  cultivating  Vegetables.  They 
will,  however,  barely  allude  to  the  subject.  It  is  well  known,  that 
from  the  earliest  introduction  of  these  products  into  England,  during 
the  sixteenth  century,  down  to  comparatively  a  recent  period,  no  great 
improvement  in  their  cultivation  is  believed  to  have  been  made. 
The  long  interval  of  peace,  which  England  and  the  United  States 
have  now  enjoyed,  has  been  extremely  favorable,  in  attracting  atten- 
tion to  this  interesting  study.  Scientific  men,  in  both  countries,  are 
now  actively  engaged  in  the-  analysis  of  the  different  soils  employed 
in  the  culture  of  vegetables,  and  in  recommending  the  most  excel- 
lent combinations  of  soil  for  different  products.  Much  attention  is 
also  given  to  the  subject  of  the  best  varieties  of  vegetables,  and  to 
the  distribution  of  the  rarest  seeds  and  specimens.  We  need  only 
to  call  attention  to  the  fact,  that  there  are  hundreds  of  valuable  and 
interesting  reports  and  lectures,  on  all  these  topics,  which  are  annu- 
ally disseminated  through  the  two  countries,  as  well  as  on  the 
European  Gontinent,  and  that,  by  obtaining  access  to  these  publica- 
tions, to  some  extent,  even  in  our  own  Horticultural  Journals,  our 
farmers  and  horticulturists  will  possess  that  information,  by  means 
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of  which,  they  will  be  enabled  to  compete  with  the  world.  Even 
the  learned  and  dignified  English  Quarterlies,  which  are  generally 
supposed  to  be  devoted  to  more  literary  investigations,  are  accus- 
tomed to  discuss  these  matters.  Of  these  periodicals,  we  would 
only  refer  to  the  London  and  Edinburgh  Journals,  and  for  illustra- 
tion, merely  to  volumes  14,  32,  and  55,  of  the  London  Quarterly 
Review.  Of  our  American  publications,  the  names  and  character 
of  the  best  works  are  familiar  to  your  Society,  but  we  may  be  per- 
mitted to  allude  to  one  publication,  which  in  our  opinion  should  be 
more  extensively  circulated,  aud  better  known  to  the  public.  It  is 
the  "Agricultural"  part  of  the  "Patent  Office  Report,"  published  by 
order  of  Congress.  This  work  contains  a  large  amount  of  informa- 
tion, derived  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  is  particularly  valua- 
ble, in  giving  the  experience  and  investigations  of  many  individuals, 
in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  our  principal  vegetables. 

From  these  sources,  and  from  the  addresses  which  are  delivered 
on  the  Agricultural  Anniversaries,  as  well  as  from  the  valuable 
u  Abstracts"  and  statistics,  which  are  annually  compiled  by  our  Sec- 
retary of  State,  much  useful  information  may  often  be  obtained.  No 
one,  for  an  example,  who  chanced  to  hear  the  exceedingly  able  and 
interesting  address  of  Professor  Mapes,  at  the  late  "  Farmer's  Festi- 
tival,"  could  have  failed  to  receive  great  benefit  and  instruction 
from  his  highly  practical  suggestions.  It  is  by  attending  to  these 
sources  of  Agricultural  and  Horticultural  Science,  and  by  a  lauda- 
ble competition  with  one  another,  in  exhibitions  like  the  present, 
that  our  farmers  may  expect  to  learn  the  best  modes  of  assisting 
Nature,  in  the  various  combinations  of  her  soil,  and  may  hope  to  ex- 
cel in  the  cultivation  of  the  most  important  and  indispensible  pro- 
ducts of  the  Vegetable  Kingdom. 

In  regard  to  the  origin  of  most,  of  our  vegetables,  now  in  use,  we 
may  be  permitted  to  add  a  word.  From  the  interesting  pages  of 
Hume's  History,  we  learn  that  it  was  not  until  the  end  of  the  reign 
of  Henry  VIII,  that  any  Salads,  Carrots,  Turnips  or  other  edible 
roots  were  produced  in  England,  and  that  the  little  of  those  vegeta- 
bles that  was  used,  was  imported  from  Holland  and  Flanders.  As 
an  interesting  piece  of  Royal  household  history,  we  are  told  that 
"Queen  Catharine,  when  she  wanted  a  salad,  was  obliged  to  des- 
patch a  messenger  to  the  Continent  on  purpose."  Artichokes  were 
also  in  common  use  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII ;  while  the  Cauli- 
flower of  the  Levant,  was  introduced  from  Italy  to  the  Netherlands, 
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and  reached  England  about  the  end  of  the  Seventeenth  Century. 
The  Potato,  so  well  designated  as  the  "the  poor  man's  blessing  and  the 
rich  man's  luxury,"  is  said  to  have  been  brought  into  Ireland  by  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  about  the  year  1630,  and  became  gradually  known 
and  used  in  Scotland  and  England.  During  the  middle  ages,  accor- 
ding to  the  historian  of  that  period,  even  the  common  Horticultural 
art  for'culinary  purposes,  though  not  entirely  neglected,  had  not  been 
cultivated  with  much  attention.  The  fact  is  interesting  and  instruct- 
ive, that  our  principal  knowledge  as  to  its  cultivation,  in  that  period, 
is  derived  from  ancient  deeds,  in  which  the  produce  of  gardens  is  oc- 
casionally mentioned. 

In  our  own  country,  as  we  are  all  aware,  the  principal  esculent 
vegetables  were  introduced  during  the  Seventeenth  Cenlury;  al- 
though there  were  some  varieties,  which  remained  unknown  to  our 
ancestors,  until  but  about  a  hundred  years  ago.  Of  the  more  recent 
history  of  these  products,  we  have  no  occasion  now  to  speak,  but 
will  proceed  to  the  subject  of  our  present  Exhibition,  so  far  as  it 
comprises  entries  assigned  to  this  Committee. 

The  whole  number  of  Competitors  or  Contributors,  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Vegetables,  was  ascertained  to  be  forty-three.  The  num- 
ber of  lots  or  specimens,  included  in  the  different  entries,  so  far  as 
the  Chairman  could  estimate  the  same,  was  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five.  We  will  allude  to  these,  briefly,  in  the  alphabetical 
order  of  Contributors  ;  their  residence  being  in  Worcester,  unless 
otherwise  stated. 

E.  E.  Abbott  entered  a  lot  of  very  excellent  Blood  Beets. 

Paine  Aldrich,  one  plate  of  superior  round  Tomatoes. 

B.  F.  Bailey  exhibited  a  very  good  specimen  of  Root  Onions. 

E.  M.  Banning,  two  Globe  Beets,  two  Sweet  Turnips,  and  one 
Cowhorn  Beet,  all  superior  varieties. 

Wm.  M.  Bickford  entered  eighteen  different  lots,  which  were 
much  praised  by  your  Committee.  They  comprised  specimens  of 
the  Vegetable  Oyster,  Purple  Egg-Plants,  very  fine  Peppers,  Toma- 
toes (two  kinds),  Sugar  Parsnip,  White  Belgium  Carrots,  a  splendid 
stalk  of  "Stowell's  Evergreen  Corn,"  Early  Horn  and  Long  Orange 
Carrots,  Summer  and  Winter  Squashes,  "Corlo  Rapa"  (somewhat 
resembling  green  and  thrifty  Turnips),  Turnip  and  Long  Blood 
Beets,  Mock  Orange,  two  Citron  Melons  (believed  to  be  very  palata- 
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ble  Vegetables),  and  a  specimen  of  Coffee  grown  in  this  city,  and 
considered  by  your  Committee,  somewhat  superior  to  that  exhibited 
by  A.  Draper,  though  both  were  highly  spoken  of. 

John  Bliss  of  Shrewsbury,  entered  one  variety  of  Squashes  for  ex- 
hibition. 

Dr.  O.  H.  Blood,  one  plate  of  excellent  Carter  Potatoes,  one  Beet 
and  Parsnip  Tops.  From  a  note  of  the  Doctor's  accompanying  his 
very  superior  Blood  Beet,  we  learned  that  it  was  a  "specimen  of  a 
bed  of  Beets  sown  between  the  4th  and  13th  July, — unsurpassed 
for  tenderness  and  sweetness." 

W.  A.  Brigham  exhibited  a  very  nice  Model  of  "Gilmore's  Pa- 
tent Bee-House,"  with  four  superior  Pots  of  Honey,  which  received 
much  commendation  from  your  Committee.  Mr.  B.  acts  as  agent 
for  this  very  creditable  Bee-House,  in  several  Counties  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut. 

J.  W.  Carey  of  Shrewsbury  entered  one  Marrow  Squash  for  exhi- 
bition,— presumed  to  be  of  good  quality,  though  it  was  in  some  way 
overlooked. 

S.  P.  Champney — one  very  excellent  Autumnal  Marrow  Squash, 
weighing  thirty-two  and  one-half  pounds. 

John  Conklin,  one  very  singularly  formed  Snake-Melon. — a  "strik- 
ing likeness." 

James  Curley,  a  lot  of  splendid  Sweet  Mountain  Peppers, 

W.  A.  Draper  exhibited  a  very  good  sample  of  native  grown  Cof- 
fee ;  an  article  which  your  Committee  would  be  pleased  to  test  in 
combination  with  certain  sweet  and  lacteal  ingredients,  before  pro- 
nouncing judgment  in  full. 

Geo.  A.  Dresser  entered  ten  very  excellent  lots  of  Vegetables,  re- 
flecting much  credit  upon  his  Horticultural  skill.  This  collection 
comprised  Cabbages,  Acorn,  Marrow,  Crook-Neck,  and  Scallop 
Squashes,  Long  Green  Cucumbers,  two  plates  of  Tomatoes,  and  one 
Cantelope.  His  thirteen  Crook-Neck  Squashes  were  considered  the 
best  in  the  Exhibition. 

Mrs.  Orrin  Fairbanks  of  West  Boylston  contributed  a  very  fine 
specimen  of  Millett. 

Calvin  W.  Forbush  of  Grafton  entered  a  lot  of  Potatoes  grown 
from  sprouts.  Your  Committee  (Mr.  Forbush  not  acting  in  this  mat- 
ter,) would  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  commendation  of  this  mode 
of  growing  Potatoes,  and  particularly  of  the  excellence  of  this  speci- 
men on  exhibition.  The  Chairman  understands  from  Mr.  F..  that 
(J 
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the  sprouts  he  used  were  of  the  Peach  Blow  variety,  and  that  they 
were  set  oat  from  the  15th  to  the  18th  of  June,  in  a  piece  of  re- 
claimed Meadow,  and  dug  from  the  20th  of  August  to  the  8th  of 
September,  producing  at  the  rate  of  three  hundred  bushels  to  the 
acre.  Potatoes  from  which  the  sprouts  were  taken,  were  also,  of 
course,  used  for  planting,  thus  effecting  a  considerable  economy  in 
the  quantity  required  for  seed. 

N.  P.  Gates  entered  for  exhibition,  one  plate  of  very  large  and 
excellent  Early  Hill  Potatoes. 

Henry  Goulding  contributed  fourteen  different  lots  of  Vegetables. 
These  included  a  very  superior  collection  of  Tomatoes,  Carrots, 
Beets,  Summer  and  Winter  Squashes,  Cabbages,  Celery,  English 
Turnips  (very  fine),  Seed  Cucumbers,  Pumpkins  (the  best  collection 
of  three  or  more),  Citron  and  Water  Melons,  Radishes,  and  Civet 
and  Lima  Beans. 

A.  H.  Green  entered  nineteen  specimens  of  garden  produce,  con- 
sisting principally  of  five  varieties  of  Tomatoes,  two  of  Cucumbers, 
Citron  and  Water  Melons,  one  Bergen  Squash,  Beets,  Gourds,  On- 
ions, Okra,  Sickle,  and  Yard  Beans,  Balloon  Vine,  and  Balsam  Ap- 
ple. Your  Committee  would  have  awarded  a  premium  for  Mr. 
Green's  excellent  collection,  had  they  not  understood  that  he  was 
not  a  Member  of  the  Society. 

O.  B.  Hadwen,  one  of  this  Committee,  exhibited  a  very  good  lot 
of  Carter  Potatoes,  Carrots,  Turnips,  Beets,  Marrow  Squashes,  and 
the  best  specimens  of  Cabbages. 

John  Hammond  contributed  some  very  fine  looking  Beets  and 
Carrots. 

F.  H.  Kinnicutt,  one  large  Beet,  not  to  be  beaten! 
Joel  Knapp  of  Sutton,  an  excellent  lot  of  Tomatoes  and  "Shell- 
Bark"  Walnuts. 

Daniel  Leland  of  Sherburn,  a  very  superior  specimen  of  the  Crook- 
Neck  Squash. 

D.  W.  Lincoln,  several  fine  roots  of  Celery. 

D  S.  Messenger,  six  Crook-Neck  Squashes,  five  Marrow  Squashes 
which  were  considered  the  best  collection  of  three  or  more,  as  a 
whole  lot,  and  a  number  of  ears  of  Yellow  Corn,  which  were  very 
highly  commended. 

J.  H.  Moore  of  Charlton,  one  plate  of  Sweet  Potatoes.  The 
Committee  were  extremely  pleased  to  notice  this  lot  of  the  native- 
grown  potato,  and  trust  that  its  cultivation  will  be  suitably  encour- 
aged and  increased. 
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F.  D.  Oliver  presented  four  very  nice  Marrow  Squashes,  and  one 
lot  of  Potatoes  ;  all  "raised  on  gravel,"  as  we  were  informed. 

Patrick  O'Rourke,  two  fine  looking  Marrow  Squashes. 

F.  W.  Paine,  two  superior  Water-Melons. 

S.  M.  Park,  three  Canada  Crook-Necks,  very  good  specimens. 

Mrs.  Solomon  Parsons,  plates  of  Lima,  nameless,  and  other  varie- 
ties of  Beans,  and  one  lot  of  Martynias,  for  pickling  ;  a  creditable 
collection. 

Miss  Pierce  entered  three  Marrow  Squashes.  Had  they  all  equal- 
led one  very  large  specimen  in  this  lot,  your  Committee  would  have 
awarded  her  the  first  premium,  without  hesitation. 

Wm.  Richardson  of  Brookfield  exhibited  fourteen  boxes  and  two 
jars  of  Honey,  made  in  Gilmore's  Patent  Bee-House;  a  most  tempt- 
ing display  !  One  large  box  of  Honey,  weighing  very  nearly  twen- 
ty five  pounds,  was  made  in  about  a  fortnight,  during  the  month  of 
June. 

Adam  Rockwood  of  Upton,  one  very  fine  Crook-Neck  Squash, 
(but  not  "three  in  number,")  which  the  Committee  unanimously 
considered  the  best  in  the  Exhibition. 

Mrs.  Daphne  Savary  of  Auburn,  a  box  of  superior  sliced  Dried 
Apple,  upon  which  much  praise  was  bestowed. 

Stephen  Savary,  of  Auburn,  the  best  specimen  of  a  single  Squash 
Pumpkin.  Accompanying  this,  was  the  following  note  :  "Raised 
by  Stephen  Savary,  of  Auburn,  weight  thirty  and  a  quarter  pounds. 
On  the  vine  where  this  grew,  seven  others  also  grew ;  the  eight 
pumpkins  weighing  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  pounds." 

J.  P.  Southgate,  two  plates  of  Civet  and  Lima  Beans — very  nice 
varieties. 

E.  S.  Stebbins,  one  excellent  Valparaiso  Squash. 

Ira  Warren,  of  West  Boylston,  a  capital  lot  of  Peach  Blow  Pota- 
toes ;  supposed  to  have  been  raised  from  sprouts. 

D.  Washburn,  of  Leicester,  one  superior  and  very  long  Marrow 
Squash. 

Ichabod  Washburn,  one  plate  Egg  Plants,  one  Green  Curled  En- 
dive, and  three  roots  of  Seymour's  superb  White  Solid  Celery,  which 
was  pronounced  the  best  of  this  article,  on  exhibition. 

Leonard  White,  one  Marrow  Squash ;  decidedly  the  best  single 
specimen  of  that  article,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee. 


It  remains  for  us  now,  to  state  in  conclusion,  the  several  premium?} 
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awarded  by  us.  in  accordance  with  the  By-laws  of  the  Society.  They 
are  as  follows  : 

For  the  best  collection  of  Vegetables,  the  first  premium  of  three 
dollars  to  Win.  M.  Bickford. 

For  the  next  best,  the  second,  of  two  dollars,  to  Henry  Goulding. 

For  the  next  best,  the  third,  of  one  dollar,  to  Geo.  A.  Dresser. 

For  the  best  Cabbages,  not  less  than  three  heads,  the  premium  of 
one  dollar,  to  O.  B.  Hadwen. 

For  the  best  three  loots  of  Celery,  the  premium  of  one  dollar,  to 
I.  Washburn. 

For  the  best  three  Canada  Crookneck  Squashes,  the  premium  of 
one  dollar,  to  G.  A.  Dresser. 

For  the  best  three  Marrow  Squashes,  the  premium  of  one  dollar, 
to  D.  S.  Messenger. 

For  the  best  three  Pumpkins,  the  premium  of  one  dollar,  to  H. 
Goulding. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
For  the  Committee, 

WM.  S.  BARTON,  Chairman. 
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TRIENNIAL  FESTIVAL. 


On  the  evening  of  Friday,  the  first  of  October,  the  members  of 
the  Society  met  at  a  social  festival.  It  is  proposed,  that,  with  inter- 
vals of  three  years,  such  festivals  shall  be  regularly  held  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Society.  More  than  three  hundred  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen were  present. 

The  festival  was  held  in  the  Society's  Hall,  which  was  beautifully 
ornamented  with  evergreens  and  flowers.  An  elegant  supper  was 
served,  and  a  quartette  club  of  singers  added  to  the  enjoyment  of 
the  evening. 

Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Thomas  presided,  and  in  the  course  of  the 
evening  called  upon  Hon.  Henry  Chapin,  Hon.  Emory  Washburn, 
Rev.  Dr.  Smalley,  J.  M.  Earle,  Esq.,  Hon.  A.  H.  Bulloch,  H.  S 
Washburn,  Esq.,  Hon.  Isaac  Davis,  Dr.  Workman,  Francis  Way- 
land,  Esq.,  Samuel  Hathaway,  Esq.,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Le  Baron,  to 
speak.  Their  addresses,  and  his  own,  were  heard  ^with  lively  inter- 
est. 

The  following  poems  were  written  for  the  occasion,  and  sung  in 
the  course  of  the  evening  : 

HYMN. 

When  from  the  hand  Divine,  the  earth, 

To  light,  and  life,  and  beauty  sprang, 
Rejoicing  in  its  wondrous  birth, 

The  morning  stars  its  welcome  sang. 

The  sons  of  God,  on  radiant  wing, 

Floated  above  its  Eden  bowers, 
Shouting  for  joy,  as  they  drank  in 

The  fragrance  of  the  fruits  and  flowers. 
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In  Eden's  midst  the  Gardener  stood, 
His  heart  elate  with  joy  and  pride, 

For,  'mid  the  works,  all  "  very  good," 

Fairest  of  flowers,  there,  bloomed  his  bride. 

At  dewy  morn,  or  eve  serene, 

With  song  of  praise,  or  prayer  of  love, 
They,  with  no  veil  of  sin  between, 

Held  converse  with  the  world  above. 

But  taste  of  sin  our  parents  knew, 

And  with  it,  weary  exile  came ; 
Lo — the  sweet  lawns  to  thistles  grew  ; 

Lo — at  the  gate,  a  sword  of  flame. 

Yet,  as  around  the  exiles'  feet, 

The  roses  of  the  desert  spring, 
The  fragrance  of  their  long  lost  seat 

Comes  back  with  healing  on  its  wing. 

So  with  the  children  of  our  clime  ; 

Amid  the  garden's  fruits  and  flowers, 
We  catch  the  fragrance  of  that  time, 

The  airs  blown  fresh  from  Eden's  bowers. 


SONG. 

When  Adam  first,  o'er  Eden  looked, 

And  gave  a  friendly  greeting, 
He  found  the  fruits  were  ready  cooked, 

And  flowers  were  dressed  for  meeting. 
The  herds  were  feeding  midst  the  brakes, 

The  birds  were  gaily  flying, 
The  fishes  scooting  through  the  lakes, 

Without  a  thought  of  frying. 

And  when  he  met,  in  Hymen's  bovvers 

The  maiden  and  her  Father, 
She  wore  no  jewels  but  the  flowers, 

That  she'd  been  out  to  gather, 
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Their  feast  fell  down  from  virgin  trees, 

And  blushed  in  tray  and  platter, 
Their  dessert  dropped  from  Eden's  bees, 

Their  drink  came  up  from  water. 

O  !  'twas  a  happy,  happy  time, 

According  to  your  Rhymer, 
The  apples,  peaches,  plums,  were  prime, 

But  Eden's  pair  was  primer. 
No  seasoned  dish  was  conjured  up, 

To  suit  a  gourmand's  wishes, 
For  pleasure  sparkled  in  each  cup, 

And  health  in  all  the  dishes. 

There's  poesy  in  a  feast  like  this, 

There's  music  in  partaking, 
For  nature  brought,  for  purer  bliss, 

Her  brewing  and  her  baking. 
O  !  he  that  loves  the  fruits  and  flowers, 

Is  sure  to  be  the  purer, 
The  brightest  charms  will  deck  his  bowers, 

And  joy  will  be  the  surer. 

Had  Adam  had  a  pastry  cook, 

Or  lusty  major  domo, 
Too  wise,  on  Nature's  charms  to  look, 

Or  get  a  viand  from  her, 
The  muse  herself,  though  at  the  feast, 

And  feeding  fat  upon  it, 
Would  scarce  have  had  poetic  yeast 

Enough  to  raise  a  sonnet. 

There's  nothing  coarse  or  vile,  that  starts 

From  Flora  or  Pomona, 
They  always  sweeten  loving  hearts, 

And  deck  their  lover's  honor. 
And  not  a  heart,  and  not  a  mind, 

Adds  charms  to  Nature's  beauty, 
But  grows  more  pure  and  more  refined, 

In  this  delightful  duty. 

Then  blessings  on  our  social  band, 

That  claims  so  sweet  a  mission, 
May  soon  that  era  bless  the  land, 

That  now  they  see  in  vision  ! 
And  every  freeman,  high  or  low, 

With  pleasures  overflowing, 
Shall  have  the  loveliest  fruits  to  show, 

And  fairest  flowerets  growing. 
This  was  very  finely  sung  by  Mr.  Stocking, 


TRANSACTIONS,  &c. 


SONG. 

Tune — "Here's  health  to  all  good  lassies." 

Here's  a  health  to  lovely  Flora, 
Let  us,  joyful,  bow  before  her, 
For  she  dresses  up  our  bowers  ; 
All  is  brighter, 

Where  she  presses, 
Toil  is  lighter, 

When  she  blesses, 
With  her  sweet  and  charming  flowers. 

Here's  a  health  to  sweet  Pomona, 
Grateful  to  each  happy  owner 

Of  our  dear  New  England  farms  ; 
Taste  and  sweetness, 

Grace  and  splendor, 
Health  and  neatness, 
All  attend  her, 
Where  the  Goddess  showers  her  charms. 

Bacchus,  prince  of  fillibusters, 
Shows  his  face  in  ruby  clusters, 
Peeping  through  his  leafy  screen  ; 
Blushing  brightly, 

Breathing  sweetly, 
Daily,  nightly, 
He  completely 
Fills  with  magic  all  the  scene. 

If  green  Eden's  lovely  Madam 
Ate  some  fruit  and  ruined  Adam, 
'Twas  not  fruit  as  good  as  ours  : 
Grace  and  beauty. 

Health  and  pleasure, 
Love  and  duty, 
Without  measure, 
Live  among  our  fruits  and  flowers. 

Happy  he,  who  'midst  his  duties, 
Adds  new  charms  to  Nature's  beauties, 
With  unceasing  skill  and  care  ; 
Health  will  arm  him, 

Plenty  greet  him, 
Beauty  charm  him, 
Pleasures  meet  him, 
Cheer  him,  bless  him,  every  where. 
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Honor,  then,  to  that  employment, 
Where  no  harvest  but  enjoyment, 
'Neath  the  hand  of  labor,  springs, 
Never  treasures 
So  increasing, 
Never  pleasures 
So  unceasing, 
Cheered  the  hearts  of  queens  and  kings. 

Never  will  that  good  time  meet  us, 
Never  will  its  pleasures  greet  us, 
In  this  earthly  home  of  ours, 
Till  all  clases, 

This  side  Hades, 
Lads  and  Lassies, 
Lords  and  Ladies, 
Love  to  nurse  the  fruits  and  flowers. 
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OFFICERS   FOR   18  5  3, 


The  Annual  Meeting  for  the  choice  of  Officers,  for  the  year 
1853.  was  held  at  the  Hall  of  the  Society,  on  Wednesday,  January 
5,  when  the  Society  was  organized  as  follows  : 

PRESIDENT, 

STEPHEN  SALISBURY,  of  Worcester. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS, 

William  T.  Merrifield,  of  Worcester, 
John  C.  Whitin,  of  Northbridge, 
George  T.  Rice,  of  Worcester. 

Secretary — J.  Henry  Hill,  of  Worcester. 

Treasurer — Fred.  Wm.  Paine,  of  Worcester. 

Librarian — Clarendon  Harris,  of  Worcester. 

trustees. 


John  Milton  Earle,  Worcester, 
C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton, 
Isaac  Davis,  Worcester, 
Wm.  M.  Bickford,  Worcester, 
Wm.  C.  Capron,  Uxbridge, 
Wm.  Workman,  Worcester, 
Ansel  Lakin,  Worcester, 
Joseph  A.  Denny,  Leicester, 
Leonard  Burrage,  Leominster, 
Geo.  Jaques,  Worcester, 


Geo.  A.  Dresser,  Worcester, 
D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Worcester, 
Asa  H.  Waters,  Millbury, 
Harvey  Dodge,  Sutton, 
Job  C.  St  ne.  Shrewsbury, 
Samuel  H.  Col  ton,  Worcester, 
Thos.  Bond,  North  Brookfield, 
Joseph  N.  Bates,  Barre, 
Emory  Banister,  Worcester, 
Jonathan  Forbush,  Bolton. 


auditing  committee, 
Geo.  T.  Rice,  Wm.  M.  Bickford. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  the  same  day,  the  following  Com- 
mittees were  chosen,  viz  : 

Committee  of  Arrangements, — D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Wm.  M. 
Bickford,  Geo.  W.  Richardson,  Samuel  H.  C<  Iton,  David  S  AJeb- 
singer,  Chas.  Paine,  Sam'l  Flagg,  S.  P.  Champnev,  Jus.  Lovell,  Jr. 

Committee  to  have  charge  of  the  Hall, — Wm.  M.  Bick- 
ford, Ansel  Lakin,  and  D.  VV  aldo  Lincoln. 

Committee  on  Publications  and  Synonymes, — Edward  E. 
Hale,  John  Milton  Earle,  and  D.  Waldo  Lincoln. 
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REPORTS, 


FOR  THE  EXHIBITION   OF  1853. 


Through  the  summer  of  1853,  from  May  to  August,  the.  Society 
held  a  series  of  weekly  exhibitions,  on  Saturdays,  in  one  of  the  ante- 
rooms of  Horticultural  Hall.  These  exhibitions  generally  exhibited 
good  specimens  of  the  flowers  and  fruits  in  season,  and  were  well 
attended. 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  Exhibition  was  held  at  Horticultural  Hall, 
on  the  22d  and  23d  of  September,  1853. 

A  full  attendance  of  spectators  testified  a  warm  interest  in  the  ex- 
hibition and  objects  of  the  Society.  On  the  evening  af  the  23d,  at 
seven  o'clock,  the  Society  met  to  hear  the  reports  of  its  officers. 
The  President,  Hon.  S.  Salisbury,  took  the  Chair,  and  addressed 
the  meeting  as  follows. 

ADDRESS. 

Members  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

The  Society  has  been  convened  for  hearing  the  reports  of  the 
Committee  on  premiums  for  Fruits,  Flowers,  and  Vegetables,  offered 
at  this  Show.  Before  these  reports  are  presented,  I  ask  your  atten- 
tion for  a  few  minutes,  while  I  make  a  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Society,  particularly  in  regard  to  its  history  and  progress,  and  the  con- 
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dition  of  its  finances.  I  am  happy  to  avail  myself  of  a  communica- 
tion from  one  of  your  ablest  and  best  friends,  your  Treasurer,  Fred- 
eric W.  Paine  Esq  ,  who  was  one  of  the  founders  of  this  Society,  to 
whom  the  Society  is  largely  indebted,  not  only  for  rare  and  beautiful 
specimens  of  flowers,  but  still  more  for  his  judicious,  careful,  and 
gratuitous  service  in  the  management  of  the  funds  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

The  Society  was  informally  begun  in  1840,  and  received  its  act  of 
incorporation  in  1842.  Prior  to  the  organization  of  the  Society,  an 
exhibition  was  held,  on  the  13th  of  October  1840,  in  the  South  Hall 
of  the  Town  Hall,  as  the  building  was  then  arranged.  The  exhibition 
was  made  by  the  unwearied  and  almost  unaided  exertions  of  the  late 
William  Lincoln  Esq.,  who,  in  addition  to  what  could  be  obtained  at 
home,  procured  aid  by  personal  solicitation  from  cultivators  near 
Boston,  in  Salem,  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  and  other  towns.  Many  of 
those  who  hear  me,  will  recollect  the  character  of  the  articles  obtain- 
ed from  the  liberal  kindness  of  our  friends  abroad,  and  will  justify 
me  in  the  remark,  that  the  fruits  and  flowers  thus  received,  which 
were  most  valuable  to  us,  and  for  which  we  were  sincerely  grateful, 
in  their  intrinsic  excellence,  were  as  far  inferior  to  those  exhibited 
at  the  glorious  display  of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society, 
now  open  at  Boston,  as  our  contributions  of  that  day  were  lean  and 
meagre,  in  comparison  with  the  rich  variety  which  now  graces  the 
tables  of  our  society.  In  that  exhibition,  we  had  but  a  single  plate 
of  peaches  of  our  own,  and  our  fruits  consisted  chiefly  of  good  old 
f.ishioned  apples.  To  render  the  exhibition  attractive,  Mr.  Lincoln 
obtained,  from  our  citizens,  green-house  plants  and  paintings,  and 
his  success  was  so  great,  that  the  money  taken  at  the  door  of  the 
hall,  amounted  to  the  unexpected  sum  of  $207.90.  Encouraged  by 
this  result,  and  by  the  evidence  of  a  general  interest  in  the  object, 
Mr.  Lincoln,  on  the  evening  of  the  day  of  the  show,  proposed  to  a 
few  gentlemen,  who  happened  to  be  together,  to  form  a  Horticultural 
Society.  This  was  at  once  agreed  to,  and  an  informal  organization 
was  made,  when  Mr.  Lincoln  became  the  Secretary,  Frederic  W. 
Paine,  Esq.,  was  made  Treasurer,  and  twenty-four  associates  were 
enrolled.  The  number  of  members  rapidly  increased,  until  it  reached 
to  sixty-six,  on  the  first  of  January  next.  Mr.  Lincoln  continued 
his  valuable  and  energetic  labors,  until  the  permanence  and  success 
of  the  society  was  made  certain,  and,  in  this  work,  added  a  new 
claim  to  the  gratitude  and  respect,  with  which  the  citizens  of  Wor* 
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cester  will  remember  the  name  of  their  learned  and  graceful  histori- 
an, a  man  of  liberal  heart,  active  and  richly  stored  mind,  and  great 
public  spirit. 

I  regret  that  I  must  speak  of  the  first  President  of  the  Society,  as 
a  man,  late  of  Worcester,  though  these  words  are  not  used  with  the 
painful  sentiment,  which  is  usually  attached  to  them ;  for  the  first 
President  of  our  Society  is  still  happily  recognized  among  the  living 
— holding  in  his  control  the  lives  of  many  of  us,  especially  of  those 
who  have  resided  longest  in  our  city,  who  never  expect  to  be  sick 
longer  than  the  Doctor  predicts,  and  hope  not  to  depart  from  this  life, 
till  he  announces  the  appropriate  time.  To  this  respected  citizen, 
we  have  been  indebted  for  the  introduction  of  more  valuable  fruits 
and  flowers,  than  he  is  ambitious  to  exhibit,  though  he  is  free  to 
impart  them  to  his  neighbors.  It  will  be  understood  that  I  refer  to 
Dr.  John  Green,  late  of  Worcester. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  Society  on  the  first  of  July,  1841,  was 
$273,99;  and  the  expenses  amounted  to  $118,29,  leaving  in  the 
Treasury,  $155,70,  as  the  funds  of  the  Society. 


At  the  Exhibition  in  July,  1841,  there  was  received  at 


the  door 

$41.39 

October,  1841, 

140.36 

October,  1842,  - 

171.18 

October,  1843,  - 

131.14 

October,  1844,  - 

303.01 

October,  1845, 

230.61 

October,  1846,  - 

243.13 

October,  1847,  - 

300.49 

October,  1848,  - 

316.23 

October,  1849,  - 

224.64 

September,  1850, 

258.78 

September,  1351, 

322.76 

September,  1852, 

532.23 

September,  1853, 

395.57 

From  the  formation  of  the  Society,  till  1846,  the  payment  for 
Life-Membership  was  $1.00  ;  and  from  that  period,  the  fee  has  been 
$3.00;  and  this  payment  entitles  the  Member  and  his  wife,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  ordinary  privileges  of  Membership,  to  admittance  at  the 
Exhibitions,  and  to  the  use  of  a  Library  of  costly  and  well  selected 
Horticultural  Books. 
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The  funds  of  the  Society  have  been  made  up,  with  the  exception 
of  a  single  donation,  by  Life-Membership,  admittance  money  of  vis- 
itors of  the  exhibition,  and  the  sale  of  fruits,  flowers,  and  vegetables, 
which  have  been  generously  surrendered  by  contributors,  to  the  So- 
ciety. 

The  Hon.  Daniel  "Waldo,  by  his  will,  gave  to  the  Society,  a  be- 
quest of  83999.  Let  his  memory  be  held  in  honor,  not  only  for 
this  seasonable  and  effectual  aid  to  a  useful  institution,  but  for  the 
far  greater  benefit,  which  this  worthy  associate  of  the  strong  men  of 
the  last  generation  conferred  on  this  City  and  County,  in  the  charac- 
ter of  integrity,  industry,  economy,  and  public  spirit,  which  he  and 
they,  by  precept  and  example,  established  as  the  criterion  of  re- 
spectability and  influence,  in  this  community. 

The  Society  soon  extended  its  circle  of  membership  to  those  towns 
of  the  county,  whose  proximity  enabled  cultivators  to  take  part  in  its 
proceedings.  The  whole  number  of  members  admitted,  is  now  561, 
of  whom  58  have  died. 

A  member  of  our  Society,  who  has  rendered  good  service  as  one 
of  our  oflicers,  in  an  interesting  sketch  of  the  transactions  of  our 
Society,  published  in  1847,  expressed  the  despairing  wish,  that  he 
"  could  add  ladies,"  in  his  description  of  the  members  of  the  Socie- 
ty. Since  that  period,  many  ladies,  and  even  those  whose  husbands 
are  members,  have  increased  the  funds  and  exalted  the  character  of 
the  Society,  by  becoming  members.  And  the  influence  of  woman 
has  always  been  with  us,  as  one  of  the  most  powerful  elements  of 
our  success.  As  it  is  recorded  on  one  of  the  noblest  triumphs  of 
architecture  in  the  old  world,  in  regard  to  its  architect,  "  If  you 
ask  for  his  monument,  look  around"  so  I  would  point  you  to  the 
hand-writing  on  these  walls,  where  you  may  read,  not  in  characters 
of  fear  and  warning,  as  at  the  Assyrian  banquet,  but  in  lines  of 
beauty,  reiterated  year  by  year,  Woman  is  weighed  in  the  balance 
and  never  wanting.  And,  on  these  tables,  the  flowers  present  such 
combinations  of  grace  and  beauty,  as  only  her  neat  and  cunning 
hand  can  put  together. 

In  April,  1859,  our  funds  amounted  to  851*26,  and  with  this  cap- 
ital and  the  bank  of  faith  in  the  liberality  and  interest  in  horticul- 
ture, which  exists  in  this  part  of  our  county,  the  Society  had  the 
courage  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  for  86847.39,  and  elected  a*  Com- 

*  The  members  of  this  Committee  were  Stephen  Salisbury,  Frederic  W.  Paine, 
"William  M.  Bickford,  William  T.  Merrifield,  William  Workman,  Horatio  N.  Tower, 
and  J).  Waldo  Lincoln. 
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mittee  of  seven,  who  were  instructed  to  erect  the  elegant  and  com- 
modious Hall,  in  which  we  are  assembled.  This  work  was  success- 
fully accomplished,  and  in  the  autumn  of  last  year  the  Society 
celebrated  a  feast  of  dedication. 

The  cost  of  the  Lot  was  -  -  $6,847.30 

And  the  cost  of  the  Building  was  -  11,278.35 


Making  the  cost  of  the  Estate     -        -  $18,125.65 

exclusive  of  the  fixtures  and  furniture,  for  which,  a  very  large  sum 
was  expended.  This  sum,  and  the  liberal  expenses  of  the  exhibi- 
tions, without  which  they  could  not  be  attractive  and  successful, 
exceeding  in  amount  $3000,  have  been  charged  to  current  expenses. 

The  Society  authorized  a  mortgage  of  this  estate  to  the  seven 
members  of  the  Building  Committee,  to  secure  them  for  their  liabil- 
ity, in  signing  a  note  to  the  Worcester  County  Institution  for  Savings, 
for  $12000,  borrowed  to  pay  for  this  estate;  and  thereupon,  these 
seven  members  of  the  Society  burdened  their  credit  and  their  estates 
with  this  obligation  for  $12000,  which  could  not  have  been  obtained 
for  the  Society,  without  such  personal  liability. 

The  debt  of  the  Society  on  this  day,  consists  of  the 

Loan  from  the  Wor.  Co.  Ins.  for  Savings  and  Interest,  $12,160.00 
A  Loan  from  an  individual  and  Interest,  -  -  1,183.16 
Cash  advanced  by  the  Treasurer,         -  -  180.28 


Making  the  aggregate  of  debt,       -       -       -  $13,523.44 
From  this,  assets  are  to  be  deducted,  consisting  of 
A  good  Note  and  Mortgage  with  Interest, 

soon  to  be  paid,  -  -  -  $888.14 
Rent  to  this  day  accrued,  not  due,    -  368.99 

Net  receipts  at  this  Exhibition,  probably      268.45  1,525.58 


Which  leaves  a  balance  of  debt  this  day,       -       -  $11,997.86 

The  amount  of  the  annual  Rents  of  the  building  is  $1,600  per 
annum,  which,  after  payment  of  interest,  taxes,  repairs,  and  annual 
expenses,  yields  several  hundred  dollars  to  be  applied  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  debt.  But  this  reduction  will  proceed  at  a  slower  rate 
than  the  signers  of  the  $12,000  note,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society, 
have  a  right  to  claim,  that  a  reduction  should  be  made,  to  release 
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them  from  a  responsibility  which  they  have  incurred,  not  only  with- 
out any  direct  or  indirect  partial  advantage  to  themselves,  but  in 
addition  to  great  labor  and  responsibility,  which  they  have  borne  in 
the  erection  of  this  building.  In  case  of  the  death,  or  removal  from 
this  part  of  the  country,  of  any  of  these  signers,  or  of  their  insol- 
vency, a  great  embarrassment  would  take  place.  I  therefore  take 
the  liberty  to  urge  the  necessity  of  the  increase  of  the  funds,  by 
enlarging  the  number  of  members  or  otherwise,  for  the  relief  of  the 
signers  of  the  note,  who  may  withdraw  from  their  responsibility, 
when  the  debt  shall  be  of  such  an  amount,  as  to  be  a  desirable  in- 
vestment on  the  security  of  the  mortgage  alone.  I  urge  the  diminu- 
tion of  the  debt  for  another  object — to  increase  the  portion  of  income 
applicable  to  premiums,  so  that  the  area  of  operations  may  be  en- 
larged. Without  compensation,  and  with  great  expense  and  pains, 
Mr.  Forbush,  of  Bolton,  the  Messrs.  Capron,  of  Uxbridge,  Mr. 
Bond  of  Brookfield,  and  other  gentlemen  from  remote  places,  have 
brought  most  valuable  contributions  to  our  shows.  I  desire  to  offer 
to  these  gentlemen  and  to  others,  a  better  inducement,  if  not  a  full 
compensation,  for  the  efforts  which  they  so  liberally  and  usefully 
make. 

The  practice  of  having  weekly  exhibitions  in  mid -summer,  open 
without  fee  to  visitors,  which  was  commenced  last  year,  has  been 
continued  in  the  past  summer,  and  they  have  been  acceptable,  useful, 
and  very  creditable  to  the  Society. 

In  the  estimate  of  the  character  of  this  day's  exhibition,  it  should 
be  remembered,  that  in  all  fruits,  and  especially  in  peaches,  and  the 
earlier  varieties  of  other  fruits,  there  has  been  an  unusual  tendency 
to  decay,  which  greatly  injured  this  department.  The  pears  on  the 
tables  are  of  a  high  degree  of  excellence,  and  it  would  seem, 
in  regard  to  some  of  them,  the  force  of  culture  could  no  farther  go. 
The  apples  and  quinces  are  fewer  in  number  and  inferior  in  quality 
to  those  of  former  years,  in  consequence  of  the  general  inferiority 
of  these  crops.  The  grapes,  though  rich  and  beautiful,  are  not  su- 
perior to  the  collections  of  the  last  year.  The  flowers  were  defaced 
and  reduced  in  number,  by  the  large  rain  which  occurred  on  the  day 
before  the  day  of  entry,  and  the  forbidding  character  of  the  weather 
deprived  us  of  the  presence  of  many  friends,  and  of  contributions  in 
every  department.  The  collection  of  vegetables  is  very  valuable 
and  attractive,  and  much  better  than  in  former  years. 
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The  number  of  the  contributors  of  Pears  is  97,  making  700  entries. 
Of  Apples,  is  56,  making  229  entries. 

Of  other  Fruits,  is  85,  making  213  entries. 

Of  Vegetables  is  -  37,  making  151  entries. 

Of  Flowers,  is  -       33,  making   86  entries. 

And  the  whole  number  of  entries  is  1379 

It  has  been  a  gratifying  circumstance  that  our  exhibition  has  been, 
this  day,  visited  by  his  Excellency  Governor  Clifford  and  the  Honor- 
able Council,  who  happened  to  be  in  town  on  official  duty.  It  was 
pleasant  that  a  large  number  of  our  members,  of  all  political  parties, 
were  present  in  the  Hall,  and  had  the  opportunity  to  greet  our  cour- 
teous and  accomplished  Chief  Magistrate,  and  this  satisfaction  was 
greatly  enhanced, when  we  found  him  a  master  in  our  own  art,  and  able 
to  teach  us  the  names  aud  peculiarities  of  some  fruits,  about  which 
some  of  us  were  in  doubt  or  in  ignorance. 

As  it  is  known  that  I  have  recently  had  the  opportunity  of  visiting 
horticultural  exhibitions  in  Europe,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  deemed 
impertinent  that  I  anticipate  the  question,  how  does  this  show  stand 
in  comparison  with  those  which  I  saw  in  England.  This  1  will 
attempt  to  answer,  briefly  and  fairly,  with  no  narrow  prejudice  of 
nationality,  and  with  a  grateful  recognition  of  the  cordial  hospitality 
enjoyed  by  myself,  which  the  Farmers  and  Horticulturists  of  that 
country  freely  offer  to  every  interested  visitor.  As  the  general  char- 
acter of  all  these  exhibitions  was  the  same,  I  will  take  as  an  example 
the  "  Horticultural  Exhibition  of  All  Nations,'"  at  Cheltenham, 
under  the  professed  patronage  of  Queen  Victoria,  Prince  Albert, 
the  Emperor  of  the  French,  the  King  of  the  Belgians,  and  many 
other  distinguished  personages.  In  addition  to  a  very  large  hall, 
there  were  four  tents  for  exhibition,  whose  united  length  was  1300 
feet,  and  the  width  of  the  tables  was  nine  or  ten  feet.  Three  bands 
of  music,  with  different  instruments;  played  in  turn  in  the  beautiful 
garden.  There  was.  the  same  difference  between  that  vast  and 
magnificent  display,  and  the  more  limited  collection  before  us,  that 
is  found  to  exist  between  the  privileges  reserved  to  the  aristocracy 
by  the  institutions  of  England,  and  the  advantages  offered  to  every 
citizen  in  our  own  country.  The  English  show  presented  a  variety 
of  most  rare  and  splendid  flowers,  in  such  size  and  perfection,  as  it 
is  difficult,  with  any  expense,  to  attain  in  this  climate.  Except  the 
roses,  and  they  were  very  choice  and  perfect,  and  some  new  and 
8 
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costly  petunias  and  verbenas,  and  a  few  other  flowers,  not  easily  to 
be  procured,  the  flowers  were  of  the  kinds  cultivated  with  difficulty 
and  great  cost,  by  artificial  heat.  The  space  occupied  by  the  de- 
partment of  fruit  and  vegetables  in  this  extent  of  1300  feet  of  tent, 
was  not,  in  my  opinion,  larger  than  one  of  the  tables  of  this  hall, 
not  more  than  seventy  feet.  I  am  glad  to  say,  this  estimate  is  con- 
firmed by  the  judgment  of  a  friend  and  townsman,  now  present,  who 
was  with  me  at  Cheltenham.  There  was  but  one  plate  of  peaches, 
which  were  large  and  beautiful,  raised  by  artificial  heat,  such  as  in 
the  month  of  May  were  sold  in  the  London  market  at  10s  sterling, 
or  about  $2.59  for  each  peach.  And  in  July  the  price  was  reduced 
to  40s  sterling,  or  about  810.00,  per  dozen.  The  peaches  of  Eng- 
land are  magnificent  in  size  and  color,  but  they  have  not  the  rich- 
ness and  flavor  of  the  New  England  peach.  I  do  not  remember  any 
pears  at  that  show,  and  I  saw  few  in  England.  The  season  was  said 
to  be  unproductive  for  that  crop.  The  apples  were  few  and  inferior. 
Without  attempting  a  full  enumeration,  I  will  say  a  word  of  the 
Strawberries,  Grapes,  Nectarines,  and  Pine  Apples,  which  are  the  best 
fruits  of  the  country.  The  Strawberries  were  of  astonishing  size,  and 
the  best  kinds  were  more  richly  flavored  than  ours,  and  they  are  ex- 
pensive. The  Grapes  were  large  and  good,  and  raised  under  glass. 
The  Nectarines  were  large  and  delicious,  and  were  sold  in  July  for 
40s  sterling,  or  about  $10.00,  per  dozen.  The  Pine  Apples  wrere 
very  superior  in  size  and  flavor,  to  those  imported  into  this  country, 
and  such  as  were  sold  in  July,  in  London  Market,  at  8s  sterling,  or 
about  $2.00  per  pound.  There  was  but  one  plate  of  tomatoes,  and 
this,  in  midsummer,  though  an  excellent  specimen,  was  not  better 
than  the  box  which  our  Vice  President.  John  C.  Whitin,  Esq.,  of 
Northbridge,  sent  to  me,  and  I  exhibited  extensively  to  the  members 
of  this  Society,  in  February  last.  The  result  of  the  proposed  com- 
parison may  thus  be  distinctly  stated.  The  English  Exhibition  was  a 
display  of  rare  luxuries,  which  like  the  privileges  of  the  favored 
v classes  in  England,  are  not  within  the  reach  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people.  While  the  articles  of  our  collection,  like  the  civil  and  social 
advantages  of  our  country,  are  withheld  by  no  artificial  impediment  or 
disability,  from  any  citizen  who  will  make  the  necessary  effort  to  ob- 
tain them. 


The  Society  then  voted  that  the  Address  of  the  President  should 
be  printed  with  the  Transactions. 
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The  Reports  on  the  Premiums  for  Apples,  Pears,  Flowers,  and  Veg- 
etables, were  then  read,  and  the  chairmen  of  the  several  Committees 
were  requested,  by  vote,  to  complete  them  for  publication. 

The  Report  on  Fruits,  other  than  Apples  and  Pears,  not  being  in 
readiness,  the  Society  adjourned  to  Saturday  morning,  when  it  was 
read. 

All  these  Reports  were  accepted,  and  the  Society  voted  that  the 
Premiums  and  Gratuities  proposed  should  be  paid. 
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Report  on  Apples. 

Committee. — Dr.  Rufus  Woodward,  of  Worcester,  Chairman; 
David  S.  Messuiger,  and  William  T.  Merrifteld,  of  Worcester, 
Thomas  Bond,  of  North  Brookfield,  S.  P.  Champney  and  George 
A.  Chamberlain,  of  Worcester. 

The  Committee  on  Apples  take  pleasure  in  reporting  a  very  sat- 
isfactory show,  notwithstanding  the  general  failure  of  the  crop  in 
our  vicinity.  The  specimens,  this  year,  fall  short  of  the  last  annual 
show  in  number,  but  not  in  quality  or  variety.  We  have  rarely  seen 
finer  specimens  of  the  old  favorites,  than  this  year  appeared  on  our 
tables,  while  the  display  of  the  newer  fruits  was  larger  and  finer 
than  we  had  any  reason  to  expect.  Fewer  specimens  were  this  year 
entered  without  a  name,  and  fewer  under  wrong  names,  a  circum- 
stance we  are  glad  to  note,  as  shewing  a  just  appreciation  of  the 
remarks  in  the  last  annual  report  on  this  subject,  which  were,  "  that 
whatever  was  worth  cultivating  at  all,  was  worthy  of  a  fixed  and 
unalterable  name."  In  dispensing  the  various  premiums,  offered  by 
the  Society,  the  Committee  have  adhered  closely  to  the  rule  adopted 
last  year,  and  have  preferred  none  but  varieties  of  known  and  tried 
value,  fair,  and  well  grown.  They  have  also,  in  all  instances,  been 
sure  that  the  requisite  number  of  specimens  of  each  sort  were  pre- 
sented. Of  this  requirement,  exhibitors  seem  not  to  have  taken 
sufficient  notice,  as  many  fine  lots  were  shewn,  unexceptionable  in 
quality  and  size,  but  deficient  in  number,  and  were  therefore  neces- 
sarily excluded  from  the  premium  list. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  contributors,  and  of  the  varieties  pre- 
sented. 

E.  M.  Banning,  Worcester.  Yellow  Bellflower,  Pippin,  Baldwin, 
R.  I.  Greening,  Roxbury  Russet,  Black  Hamburg,  Hubbardston 
Nonsuch,  Gilliflower,  and  one  nameless — all  good  specimens,  but 
deficient  in  number. 

Moore  M.  Chaffin,  Worcester.  Lyscom,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch  , 
Porter,  Gilliflower,  R.  I.  Greening,  Sweet  Russett,  Roxbury  Rus- 
sett,  Baldwin,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Russet  Pearmain,  and  one  nameless, 
all  fine  specimens. 
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Win.  Arnold,  Worcester     Lemon  Pippin. 

A.  B.  R.  Sprague,  Worcester.    Lima  Apple,  fine. 

D.  S.  Messinger,  Worcester.    One  variety,  nameless. 
John  W.  Capron,  Uxbridge.    Baldwin,  and  R.  I.  Greening. 
Wm.  A.  Draper,  Worcester.    Baldwin,  and  two  nameless. 
Isaac  Mills,  Worcester.    Gloria  Mundi. 

B.  B.  Nourse,  Westboro'.    Porter,  splendid. 

S.  P.  Champney,  Worcester.    Lyscom,  and  Holden  Pippin. 

Alpheus  Adams,  Northboro'.  Baldwin,  Fall  Harvey,  Bunch  Rus- 
set, Cutler,  Red  Harvey,  Roxbury  Ptusset,  Peck's  Pleasant,  entered 
as  White  Calny,  and  seven  nameless. 

Enos  Dorr,  Worcester.    Baldwin,  and  Lyscom. 

D.  B.  Comins,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  Hamburg,  Lyscom,  and  one 
nameless. 

E.  L.  Brigham,  Worcester.    Pound  Sweeting,  and  Porter. 
Mrs.  Henry  Wheeler,  Worcester.    Lyscom,  fine,  and  Porter. 
Wm.  G.  Maynard,  Worcester.  Lyscom. 

Jonathan  Fawcett,  Worcester.  R.  I.  Greening,  Baldwin,  Lyscom, 
and  two  nameless. 

Benjamin  N.  Child,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  good,  Porter,  Hub- 
bardston  Nonsuch,  Northern  Spy,  Cat  Head,  Black  Gilliflower, 
Pommewater,  Lady,  French,  Ribstone  Pippin,  Roxbury  Russet, 
Nonsuch,  Hamburg,  Sweet  Russet,  Lyscom,  R.  I.  Greening,  and 
seven  nameless. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  R.  I.  Greening,  Sweet- 
ing, and  one  nameless. 

J.  &  J.  Barnard,  Bolton.  Porter,  Pommewater,  Detroit,  Hub- 
bardston  Nonsuch,  Danvers  Winter  Sweeting. 

Jonas  Hartshorn,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  R.  I.  Greening,  Roxbury 
Russet,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Swaar. 

Horatio  Phelps,  Worcester,  Lyscom,  Porter,  Hubbardston  Non- 
such, Honey  Greening. 

James  F.  Allen,  Worcester.  Lyscom. 

J.  Forbush,  Bolton.  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Lady,  Baldwin, 
Roxbury  Russet,  Dutch  Codling,  and  two  nameless,  all  fine  speci- 
mens. 

George  A.  Chamberlain,  Worcester.  Porter,  Sweet  Russet, 
Herefordshire  Pearmain,  Baldwin,  Holden  Pippin,  Roxbury  Russet, 
Nonsuch,  R.  I.  Greening,  all  good. 

Thomas  and  J.  S.  Merriam,  Auburn.    R.  I.  Greening,  Chapin. 
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Charles  H.  Hill,  Worcester.    Maiden's  Blush. 

Wm,  W.  Pratt,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  R.  I.  Greening,  Hubbards- 
ton  Nonsuch,  Fameuse,  and  one  nameless,  all  fine,  well  grown 
specimens. 

Isaac  Southgate,  Leicester.    Porter  and  Lyscom. 

Henry  Goulding,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  Nonsuch,  Roxbury  Rus- 
set, Pommewater,  Crab,  and  Winter  Harvey. 

J.  K.  L.  Pickford,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  R.  I.  Greening,  Russet 
Pearmain,  Porter,  and  Golden  Pippin. 

Calvin  S.  Thurston,  Grafton.    Hubbardston  Nonsuch. 

Charles  Nash,  Worcester.  Fall  Pippin,  Porter,  Hubbardston 
Nonsuch,  French  Pippin,  Garden  Sweet. 

Walter  Bigelow,  Worcester.    Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  and  Porter. 

E.  F.  Dixie,  Worcester.    Lyscom,  fine. 

E.  S.  Stebbins,  Worcester.  Gravenstein,  the  only  specimen  in 
the  hall,  aud  Hubbardston  Nonsuch. 

Charles  Thurber,  Worcester.  Porter. 

C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton.  Nonsuch,  Dutch  Codling,  Hamburg, 
Fall  Pippin,  Porter,  Roxbury  Russet,  Baldwin,  R.  I.  Greening, 
all  beautiful  specimens. 

F.  Marble,  Grafton.  Porter,  Roxbury  Russet,  Baldwin,  Nonsuch. 
Charles  Bowen,  Worcester.  Pommewater. 

Eli  Johnson,  Worcester.  Roxbury  Russet,  Porter,  Juneating, 
Baldwin,  Pommewater,  Spitzenberg,  Lyscom,  Greening,  all  fine 
specimens. 

Jonathan  Rice,  Worcester.    Baldwin,  and  two  nameless. 
Alonzo  Hill,  Worcester.    R.  I.  Greening,  Peck's  Pleasant,  and 
Porter. 

T.  K.  Potter,  Grafton.  Greening. 

William  B.  Fox,  Worcester.  Greening,  Roxbury  Russet,  Swaar, 
Herefordshire  Pearmain,  Porter,  Pommewater,  Gates  Russet,  Bald- 
win. 

Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury.    Lima,  very  fine. 

D.  W.  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Maiden's  Blush,  Baldwin,  Roxbury 
Russet,  Yellow  Bellflower,  fine,  Minister,  splendid,  Pennock's  Red 
Winter,  Fall  Harvey,  one  nameless. 

A.  Underwood,  Westboro'.  Mother,  very  fine,  Nonsuch,  and 
Coggswell,  which  the  Committee  thought  worthy  of  general  cultiva- 
tion. 

Moses  D.  Phillips,  Worcester.    Greening,  and  Baldwin. 
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Dennis  Newton,  Worcester.    Porter,  very  fine. 

W.  C.  Capron,  Uxbridge.  R.  I.  Greening,  Baldwin,  Porter,  Ca- 
pron's  Pleasant,  fine,  Marigold,  N.  Y.  Golden  Pippin,  White  Gilli- 
flower,  Honey  Greening.  The  Committee  regret  that  this  fine 
collection  fell  short  in  number. 

Job  C.  Stone,  Shrewsbury.  Leland's  Spice,  very  fine,  and  Bald- 
win. 

George  A.  Dresser,  Worcester.  Greening,  Roxbury  Russet, 
Chandler,  Tallman's  Sweeting,  Pennock's  Red  Winter,  Porter, 
Baldwin,  and  three  nameless. 

Artemas  Barnes,  Berlin.    Porter,  Hubbardston Nonsuch,  Baldwin. 

C.  T.  Symmes,  Lancaster.    One  nameless  variety. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  premiums  at  their  disposal, 


be  awarded  as  follows  : — 

For  the  best  and  largest  collection  of  well  grown  speci- 
mens, to  Moore  M.  Chaffin,  of  Worcester,        -       -  $4.00 
For  the  second  best  collection,  to  Levi  Lincoln,  of  Worcester,  3.00 

For  the  best  six  varieties,  ten  specimens  of  each  : 

The  first  premium,  to  W.  W.  Pratt,  of  Worcester,         -  4.00 

For  the  second  best,  J.  Forbush,  of  Bolton,    -  3,00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Geo.  A.  Chamberlain,  of  Worcester,  2.00 

For  the  fourth  best,  to  Eli  Johnson,  of  Worcester,          -  1.00 

For  the  best  dish  of  Fall  Apples,  ten  specimens  on  each 
dish,  they  recommend  the  first  premium  to  B.  B.  Nourse, 
of  Westboro',  for  his  splendid  Porters,       -  2.00 

For  second  best  dish,  to  S.  P.  Champney,  of  Worcester, 

Lyscoms,  ________  1.00 

For  the  best  disk  of  Winter  Apples,  ten  specimens,  the 
premium  to  Calvin  S.  Thurston,  of  Grafton,  for  his  mag- 
nificent dish  of  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  the  largest  ever 
exhibited  at  our  hall,         ------  1.Q0 

And  the  Committee  recommend  a  gratuity  to  Job  C.  Stone, 

of  Shrewsbury,  for  his  fine  Leland's  Spice,  -  1.00 

And  to  A.  B.  R.  Sprague,  of  Worcester,  for  his  magnifi- 
cent Lima  Apples,  1.00 


RUFUS  WTOODWARD,  Chairman. 
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Report  on  Pears. 

Committee. — William  Workman,  of  Worcester,  Chairman;  J. 
C.  Moore,  of  Charlton,  Emory  Bannister,  C.  H.  Hill,  and  C.  C. 
Coleman,  of  Worcester. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  assigned  the  duty  of  examining  the 
Pears,  presented  at  the  annual  exhibition  of  our  Society,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  Report. 

They  can  safely  assert,  in  the  outset,  that  the  show  of  pears  on 
our  tables,  this  year,  for  beauty  and  excellence  of  quality,  was  deci- 
dedly superior  to  that  of  any  previous  year.  The  number  of  speci- 
mens may  have  been  greater  before,  but,  in  size  and  fairness,  in  the 
selection  of  choice  varieties,  and  in  goodness  of  flavor,  we  are  sure 
they  have  never  before  been  equalled. 

There  were  97  different  contributors  of  pears,  and  the  number  of 
dishes  amounted  to  seven  hundred. 

The  old  worthless  varieties,  which  fifteen  years  ago  were  the  only, 
or  nearly  all,  the  pears  grown  in  this  County,  have  disappeared  from 
our  tables,  and  our  show,  large  as  it  was,  with  an  occasional  excep- 
tion, was  made  up  of  fruits  of  the  richest  and  most  luscious  quali- 
ties now  cultivated  in  the  country. 

A  retrospect  of  fifteen  years  will  carry  us  back  to  the  time  when 
the  skill  exercised  in  this  region,  and  the  practice  in  the  cultivation 
of  fruit  trees,  was  probably  but  little  in  advance  of  the  conceptions 
of  Old  Dumbiedykes,  when  he  advised  his  nephew  uif  he  had  a  leis- 
ure hour,"  to  improve  it  by  "sticking  in  a  tree  when  the  tree  was 
stuck,  it  was  generally  left  to  take  care  of  itself.  A  new  era  is  in 
progress  in  this  respect.  Fruits  are  becoming  a  great  staple  for  cul- 
tivation among  us ;  skill  has  been  rapidly  acquired  by  our  cultiva- 
tors, both  large  and  small,  and  the  business  has  been  pursued  with 
so  much  energy  and  success,  as  to  produce  results,  far  exceeding  the 
expectations  of  the  most  sanguine  amateur. 

A  very  large  proportion  of  the  interest  now  felt,  and  of  the  success 
already  attained  in  the  production  of  the  finer  fruits  among  us,  may* 
without  presumption,  be  attributed  to  the  operations  and  influence 
of  our  Horticultural  Society.    Progressing  at  the  same  rate,  not  ma- 
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ny  more  years  will  elapse,  before  the  members  of  our  Society  will 
compete  successfully  with  those  of  other  older  Societies,  whose  ex- 
perience has  been  much  longer  than  our  own.  Under  our  organiza- 
tion, their  experience  has  undoubtedly  greatly  aided  us,  but  without 
our  organization,  it  would  have  remained  to  this  day,  a  sealed  book 
to  nearly  all  of  us. 

In  awarding  the  premiums,  the  Committee  adhered  to  the  rule 
prescribed  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  by  which  they  were 
obliged  to  give  the  two  highest  premiums  to  one  individual,  for  the 
same,  or  part  of  the  same  lot  of  fruit,  and  the  second  and  third 
highest  premiums  to  another  individual,  in  the  same  manner. 

Your  Committee  confess  in  all  humility,  that  they  are  unable  to 
perceive  clearly  the  justice  of  this  rule.  It  appears  to  them,  that  it 
would  be  more  equal,  to  distribute  the  premiums  more  widely  among 
the  members,  and  where  a  member  has  been  awarded  the  highest 
premium  "for  the  best  and  largest  collection,"  that  he  should  be  ex- 
cluded from  competition,  for  any  other  premium  on  the  same  collec- 
tion. If  it  should  be  said,  there  is  no  merit  or  honor  conferred  by 
the  award  of  the  two  highest  premiums  for  the  two  "best  and  largest 
collections,"  then  why  ofFer  such  premiums?  If  it  is  meritorious  to 
take  these  premiums,  then,  in  the  humble  opinion  of  your  Commit- 
tee, to  take  either  of  them,  should  confer  a  degree  of  honor  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  the  ambition  of  the  most  aspiring  members. 

If,  therefore,  the  Committee  have  viewed  this  matter  correctly, 
equity  would  seem  to  require  after  the  bestowal  of  these  two  premi- 
ums for  the  two  "best  and  largest  collections,"  that  the  other  seven 
premiums  should  be  reserved  for  the  encouragement  of  other  com- 
petitors, whose  contributions,  though  less  in  the  number  of  good  va- 
rieties, yet  contained  specimens  of  many  varieties  of  great  beauty 
and  surpassing  excellence,  showing  a  degree  of  skill  in  the  cultiva- 
tion, quite  worthy  of  the  bounty  of  Voe  Society. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  the  Committee  had  no  difficulty 
in  coming  to  a  decision  in  regard  to  the  award  of  the  premiums,  be- 
ing entirely  unanimous  on  that  point.  Their  chief  regret  was,  that 
they  had  not  more  premiums  to  bestow,  for  they  observed  many  ex- 
cellent specimens  of  varieties  for  which  they  would  gladly  have  given 
a  premium,  if  the  patronage  of  the  Society  had  been  at  their  com- 
mand. 

They  recommend  to  the  Society,  to  award  premiums  as  follows  : 
For  the  best  and  largest  collection,  and  the  best  grown,  the  Com- 
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mittee  award  the  first  premium,  of  $4.00,  for  his  collection,  consist- 
ing of  ninety-four  varieties,  to  D.  W.  Lincoln,  of  Worcester. 

For  the  second  best  collection,  the  second  premium,  of  $3.00,  is 
awarded  to  J.  M.  Earle,  of  Worcester,  for  his  collection,  consisting 
of  fifty-three  varieties. 

For  the  best  six  varieties,  of  tens  pecimens  each,  the  first  premium, 
of  $4.00,  is  awarded  to  D.  W.  Lincoln,  of  Worcester,  for  his  plates 
of  Easter  Beurre,  Beurre  d'Anjou,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Henry 
IV,  Passe  Colmar,  and  Fondante  d'Automne. 

For  the  next  best  of  same,  the  second  premium,  of  $3.00,  is 
awarded  to  George  T.  Rice,  of  Worcester,  for  his  plates  of  St.  Mi- 
chael, Dix,  Sieulle,  Beurre  Diel,  Brown  Beurre,  and  Belle  Lucrative. 

For  the  next  best  of  same,  the  third  premium,  of  $2.00,  is  award- 
ed to  J.  M  Earle,  for  his  plates  of  Paradise  d'Automne,  Beurre 
Bosc,  Urbaniste,  Maria  Louise,  St.  Ghislain,  and  Glout  Morceau. 

The  fourth  premium,  of  $1.00,  for  the  next  best  six  varieties,  is 
awarded  to  Ichabod  Washburn,  of  Worcester,  for  his  plates  of  Dix, 
Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Seckel,  Bartlett,  Easter  Beurre,  and  Glout 
Morceau. 

For  the  best  dish  of  Fall  Pears,  ten  specimens  of  one  variety,  the 
first  premium,  of  $2.00,  is  awarded  to  B.  P.  Thomas,  of  Worcester, 
for  his  unsurpassed  Beurre  Bosc. 

For  the  second  best  dish  of  Fall  Pears,  the  second  premium,  of 
$1.00,  is  awarded  to  J.  Forbush,  of  Bolton,  for  his  magnificent 
Flemish  Beauty. 

For  the  best  dish  of  Winter  Pears,  ten  specimens  of  one  variety, 
the  premium,  of  $1.00,  is  awarded  to  Ansel  Lakin,  of  Worcester, 
for  his  superb  Beurre  Diel. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Pears  on  our  tables,  with  the  names 
of  the  contributors,  and  the  varieties  contributed  by  each  individual. 

D.  W.  Lincoln  of  Worcester,  exhibited  specimens  of  the  follow- 
ing varieties,  viz  ;  Andrews,  Althorpe  Crassanne,  Autumn  Superb, 
Beurre  Bosc,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Beurre  Diel,  Beurre  d'Anjou,  Beurre 
d'Aremberg,  Beurre  Duval,  Beurre  Langelier,  Bergamot  Sylvange, 
Burnett,  Bergamot  de  Paques.,  Buffum,  Belle  et  Bonne,  fine,  Bezi  de 
la  Motte,  Bon  Cretien  de  Espagne,  Bartlett,  Belle  et  Bonne  d'Ezee, 
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Belmont,  Brown  Beurre,  Belle  de  Grande  Montagne,  Brougham, 
Belle  Apres  Noel,  Cabot,  Capiumont,  Columbia,  very  fine,  Chaumon- 
telle,  Colrnar  d'Aremburg,  Cumberland,  Catillac,  Compte  de  Lamy, 
Charlotte  de  Brower,  Chaumontelle  Noveau,  Doyenne  Boussock, 
Doyenne  Gris,  Dunmore,  Delices  d'Hardempont,  Duchess  d'Angou- 
leme,  D' Anglstsrre,  Excellentissima,  Easter  Beurre,  Flemish  Beau- 
ty, Fulton,  Fondarite  d'Automne, Fondante  Agreeable,  Figue  of  Na- 
ples, Gracioli,  Glout  Morceau,  Grand  Soleil,  Henry  IV,  Heathcot, 
Hacon's  Incomparable,  very  fine,  Hessel,  Iron,  Jalousie,  Jalousie  de 
Fontenay,  Josephine,  Lewis,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Long  Green, 
Marie  Louise,  Monsieur  Broussette,  Madotte,  Monarch,  Messire 
Jean,  Muscat  d'AUemand,  Napoleon,  very  fine,  Passe  Colmar,  Para- 
dise d'Automne,  Rousselet  de  Mester,  Reine  desPoires,  St.  Michael, 
St.  Ghislain  St.  Nicholas,  St.  Andre,  St.  Germain,  Seckel,  Sieulle 
Styrian,  Viscomptc  de  Spoelberch,  Soldat  Laboureur,  St.  Michael 
Archange,  Sageret,  Shakspeare,  Urbaniste,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  very 
fine,  Van  Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  Winter  Nelis,  Wilkinson,  Williams, 
and  three  varieties  unknown. 

E.  M.  Banning,  Worcester.  Marie  Louise,  very  fine,  Catillac, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  fine,  Seckel,  Beurre  Diel,  very  fine,  misnam- 
ed Flagg,  Chelmsford,  and  Gold. 

John  Morey,  Worcester.    One  plate  very  fine  Catillac. 

Jonathan  D.  Wheeler,  Grafton.  Bartlett,  good,  Seckel,  fine,  and 
St.  Michael. 

Josiah  Ilice,  Worcester.    One  plate  Bartlett. 

Luther  Spring,  Worcester.  Louise  Bonne  ('e  Jersey,  Beurre 
Diel,  fine. 

Edward  Earle,  Worcester.  Beurre  Diel,  Seckel,  fine,  Sieulle,  very 
good,  Bartlett,  Flemish  Beauty,  Bleeker's  Meadow,  Marie  Louise, 
Napoleon,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  St.  Ghislain,  Buffum,  fine,  Para- 
dise d'Automne,  Dix,  Beurre  Bosc,  good,  Easter  Beurre,  fine,  Catil- 
lac, St.  Michael,  and  Winter  Nelis. 

M.  M.  Chafnn,  Worcester.    One  plate  Dix,  very  fine. 

Jonathan  Luther,  Worcester.  Seckel,  Flemish  Beauty,  Bartlett, 
good. 

Henry  B.  Conklin,  Worcester.  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Brown 
Beurre. 

Nelson  Howe,  Holden.    One  plate  Orange,  large. 
D.  S.  Mesfinger,  Worcester.    Belle  et  Bonne,  St.  Michael,  good, 
St.  Ghislain,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  fine,  Beurre  Diel,  fine,  Duchess 
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d'AngouIeme,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Easter  Beurre,  and  one  nameless. 

Win,  A.  Draper,  Worcester.  Bartlett,  very  fine,  Louise  Bonne  de 
Jersey,  also  very  fine.  St.  Michael,  and  Beurre  Diel. 

William  T.  Merrifield,  Worcester.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  very 
tine,  Easter  Beurre,  St.  Michael,  Duchess  d'AngouIeme,  Beurre 
d'Aremberg,  good,  Bezi  de  la  Motte,  Seckel,  Vicar  of  Winkfield, 
Beurre  Beaumont,  Beurre  Diel,  and  four  plates  nameless. 

Ansel  Lakin,  Worcester.  Seckel,  Flemish  Beauty,  fine,  Bartlett, 
Beurre  Diel,  and  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  both  very  fine. 

Isaac  Mills,  Worcester.    One  plate  Seckel,  fine. 

i\  P.  Champney,  Worcester.  Duchess  d'AngouIeme,  fine,Urban- 
iste,  good,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  fine,  Seckel,  Beurre  Diel,  good, 
and  Beurre  d'Amalis. 

Emory  Washburn,  Worcester.  Cumberland,  and  a  plate  of  Seck- 
el, very  superior. 

Euos  Dorr,  Worcester.    One  plate  of  Capsheaf,  very  handsome. 

George  H.  Estabrook,  Worcester.  Duchess  d'AngouIeme,  Louise 
Bonne  de  Jersey,  fine,  St.  Michael,,  and  one  variety  nameless. 

O.  F.  Vinton,  Westboro'.    One  plate  of  Bartlett. 

Stephen  Taft,  Worcester.  St.  Michael,  fine,  Glout  Morceau,  a 
magnificent  dish,  and  worthy  of  a  premium,  Duchess  d'AngouIeme, 
Beurre  d'Amalis,  Beurre  Diel,  and  two  varieties  nameless. 

Benjamin  F.  Heywocd,  Worcester-  Seckel,  and  Rousselet  de 
Rheims,  both  very  fine,  Paradise  d'Automne,  good,  and  Flemish 
Beauty. 

E.  L  Brigham,  Worcester.  Two  dishes  St.  Michael,  very  good, 
and  Brown  Beurre,  entered  nameless,  and  one  variety  nameless. 

Lemuel  Smith,  Worcester.  Beurre  Bosc,  and  St.  Michael,  both 
very  fine,  and  worthy  of  a  premium,  Heathcot,  also  fine,  and  one 
variety  nameless. 

Jonathan  Fawcett,  Worcester.  Flemish  Beauty,  and  two  plates 
BufFum,  both  good. 

Mrs.  Henry  Wheeler,  Y/orccster.  St.  Michael,  good,  Flemish 
B2auty,  very  fine,  and  two  varieties  nameless. 

Isaac  Davis,  Worcester.  Heathcot,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  St.  Mi- 
chael, Dix,  Easter  Beurre,  both  very  fine,  Josephine,  very  fine, 
Bartlett,  Duchess  d'AngouIeme,  Sieulle,  fine,  Seckel,  and  one  variety 
nameless. 

Benjamin  N.  Child,  Worcester.    Bartlett,  and  Seckel. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester.    Bartlett,  Dix,  very  fine,  Doyenne 
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Gris,  Seckel,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Belle  Lucrative,  very  fine,  Duchess 
d'Angouleme,  Easter  Beurre,  very  fine,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Marie 
Louise,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Glout  Morceau,  labelled  Beuire 
d'Aremberg,  Passe  Coimar,  and  six  varieties  nameless. 

B.  F.  Thomas,  Worcester.  Dix,  Beurre  Bosc,  premium,  Flemish 
Beauty,  all  very  fine,  Napoleon,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  St.  Mi- 
chael, Urbaniste,  Seckel,  Bartlett,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Vicar  of 
Winkfield,  Bezi  de  la  Motte,  Easter  Beurre,  Iron,  Althorpe  Cras- 
sanne. 

Horatio  Phelps,  Worcester.    Bezi  de  la  Motte,  Glout  Morceau, 
fine,  Brown  Beurre,  Seckel,  Dunmore.  and  Bartlett. 
J.  C.  Morse,  Worcester.  Bartlett. 

J.  H.  Moore,  Charlton.  Bartlett,  fine,  Duchess  d'Angouleme, 
very  fine,  Winter  Nelis,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  very  fine,  Flemish 
Beauty,  good,  Seckel,  Urbaniste,  St.  Michael,  Fulton,  very  fine, 
Paradise  d'Automne. 

George  T.  Rice,  Worcester.  Beurre  Bosc,  Duchess  d'Angouleme, 
Winter  Nelis,  Dix,  Brown  Beurre,  Seckel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Belle  Lucrative,  St.  Michael,  Doyenne  Boussock,  Beurre  Diel, 
Glout  Morceau,  Flemish  Beauty,  Beurre  d'Amalis.  Catillac,  Sieulle, 
Josephine,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Henry  IV,  Jalousie  de  Fontenay, 
and  D'Angleterre,  all  good,  most  of  them  first  rate. 

James  F.  Allen,  Worcester.  St.  Michael,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jer- 
sey, and  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  all  fine,  Beurre  Diel,  Crassanne,  Brown 
Beurre,  Josephine,  Henry  IV,  and  one  variety  nameless. 

J.  Forbush,  Bolton.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  very  fine,  Beurre 
Diel,  and  Flemish  Beauty,  premium. 

Rufus  Woodward,  Worcester.    Beurre  Diel,  and  Flemish  Beauty. 

Mrs.  Mary  Eaton,  Worcester.  Flemish  Beauty,  fine,  St.  Ghislain, 
and  two  varieties  nameless. 

Samuel  Smith,  Worcester.    Flemish  Beauty. 

George  A.  Chamberlain,  Worcester.  St.  Michael,  Seckel,  good, 
Easter  Beurre,  fine,  Napoleon,  Beurre  Diel,  Duchess  d'Angouleme, 
St.  Nicholas,  and  two  varieties  nameless. 

F.  H.  Kinnicutt,  Worcester.  Flemish  Beauty,  Brown  Beurre, 
fine,  Seckel,  very  fine,  and  Bartlett. 

Gardner  Paine,  Worcester.  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Beurre  Bosc,  very 
fine,  Beurre  Diel,  fine,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  St.  Michael,  good, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  very  fine,  Doyenne  Boussock,  St.  Ghislain, 
very  fine  and  excellent  quality,  Flemish  Beauty,  and  one  variety 
nameless. 
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Charles  H.  Hill,  Worcester.  Seckel,  fine,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Cat- 
illac,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 

Henry  Goulding,  Worcester.  Sieulle,  very  fine,  Bezi  de  la  Motte, 
Belle  et  Bonne,  Napoleon,  and  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  both  very 
fine,  and  Beurre  Die!,  also  very  fine. 

Edwin  Draper,  Worcester.  Bartlett,  very  fine,  Seckel,  Beurre 
Diel,  Buffum,  good,  and  Stephens's  Genessee. 

O.  H.  Blood,  Worcester.  Belle  Lucrative,  very  fine,  and  "  Belle 
Puckerative,"  quite  ordinary. 

Levi  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Charles  of  Aus- 
tria, very  handsome,  Sieulle,  Seckel,  Dix,  and  Urbaniste,  both  very 
fine,  Belle  Lucrative,  Glout  Morceau,  fine,  Napoleon,  St.  Michael, 
good,  d'Angleterre,  Heathcot,  Bon  Chretien  d'Espagne,  Duchess 
d'Angouleme,  Easter  Beurre,  Beurre  Diel,  good,  Louise  Bonne  de 
Jersey,  Marie  Louise,  Uvedale's  St.  Germain,  Passe  Colmar,  Bartlett, 
St.  Ghislain,  very  fine,  Bleecker's  Meadow,  Long  Green,  Althorpe 
Crassane,  Wilkinson,  a  small  but  very  good  pear,  and  four  name- 
less varieties. 

A.  Brown,  Worcester.    Seckel,  and  Duchess  d'Angouleme. 

John  Green,  Worcester.  Iron,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Seckel,  Para- 
dise d'Automne,  St.  Michael,  Columbia,  Figue,  Prince's  St.  Ger- 
main, a  plate  of  pears  labelled  Winter  Nelis  bore  such  a  striking 
resemblance  to  the  Doctor's  Iron  pears,  that  the  Committee  were 
unable  to  distinguish  any  difference,  except  a  little  in  size,  Duchess 
d'Angouleme,  Dix,  and  four  nameless  varieties. 

William  W.  Pratt,  Worcester.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Duchess 
d'Angouleme,  Catillac,  all  fine,  and  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  very  fine. 

Nelson  R.  Scott,  Worcester.    Duchess  d'Angouleme. 

Emory  Banister,  Worcester.  St.  Michael,  Beurre  Diel,  Louise 
Bonne  de  Jersey,  all  very  fine,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  and  Bartlett. 

Wm.  S.  Barton,  Worcester.    Duchess  d'Angouleme. 

Samuel  N.  Swain,  Worcester.    Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 

E.  T.  Watkins,  Worcester.  Bartlett. 

John  Mason,  Worcester.    Duchess  d'Angouleme,  fine,  Bartlett. 

J.  K.  L.  Pickford,  Worcester.  Bartlett,  Bleeker's  Meadow,  and 
Marie  Louise,  the  last  grown  from  graft  on  a  shad  bush,  very  hand- 
some. 

Fitzroy  Willard,  Worcester.  Seckel. 

Edward  W.  Lincoln,  Worcester.    Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  very 
fine,  Bartlett,  fine,  and  one  variety  nameless. 
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E.  F.  Dixie,  Worcester.  Seckel. 

William  Workman,  Worcester.  Van  Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  Belle 
Lucrative,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  St.  Michael,  and  Catillac. 

E.  S.  Stebbins,  Worcester.  Glout  Morceau,  Napoleon,  Bartlett, 
Easter  Beurre,  Seckel  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  St.  Michael,  Duchess 
d'Angouleme,  and  Beurre  Diel,  all  first  rate  specimens. 

C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton.  Marie  Louise,  Capiumont,  both  fine, 
Beurre  Bosc,  very  fine,  St.  Michael. 

Mary  B.  Flagg,  Worcester.    Plate,  naireless. 

F.  Marble,  Grafton.    Beurre  Diel,  fine. 

Jonathan  Rice.  Worcester.  Bartlett,  and  Duchess  d'Angouleme, 
both  good. 

H.  W.  Miller,  Worcester.    Seckel,  good. 

Alonzo  Hill,  Worcester.  Seckel,  Stephens's  Genessee,  Flemish 
Beauty,  Beurre  Bosc,  very  fine,  Passe  Colmar,  Belle  Lucrative,  Van 
Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  Bezi  de  la  Motte,  Summer  Thorn,  Napoleon, 
Glout  Morceau,  and  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 

William  A.  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Beurre  Diel,  fine,  Louise 
Bonne  de  Jersey,  fine,  Colmar  d'Aremberg,  Marie  Louise,  Duchess 
d'Angouleme,  Colmar  Bosc,  Bartlett,  fine,  Vicar  of  Winkfield, 
Belle  et  Bonne,  Paradise  d'Automne,  fine,  Easter  Beurre,  and  four 
nameless,  Seckel,  St.  Michael,  Iron,  Beurre  Diel,  fine,  and  Capiu- 
mont. 

H.  R.  Potter,  Grafton.  Bartlett. 

S.  H.  Colton,  Worcester.  Seckel,  Belle  Lucrative,  Buffum,  fine, 
Beurre  Bosc,  Napoleon,  Abbott  Seedling,  fine,  Bartlett,  fine, 
Beurre  Diel,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Beurre  d'Anjou,  Louise  Bonne 
de  Jersey,  Dix,  fine,  St.  Michael,  Marie  Louise,  Capiaumont,  Win- 
ter Nelis,  Las  Canas,  and  Suzette  de  Bavay. 

William  B.  Fox,  Worcester.  Bon  Cretien  d'Espagne,  Columbia, 
Seckel,  Colmar  d'Aremburg,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Buffum,  Urban- 
iste,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Winter  Nelis,  Capiaumont,  very  fine, 
Easter  Beurre,  also  very  fine,  Prince's  St.  Germain,  St.  Michael  and 
Passe  Colmar,  both  very  fine,  Beurre  Diel,  Glout  Morceau,  fine,  Vi- 
car of  Winkfield,  Napoleon,  fine,  and  one  nameless  variety.  The 
whole  a  very  choice  lot. 

J.  M.  Earle,  Worcester.  Dix,  St.  Ghislain,  Hampden's  Berga- 
mot,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Brown  Beurre,  Marie  Louise,  Swan's  Or- 
ange, magnificent  specimens,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Louise  Bonne 
de  Jersey,  St.  Michael,  Flemish  Beauty,  Marie  Louise  Nova, Urban- 
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iste,  Prince's  St.  Germain,  Viscompte  de  Spoelberg,  Beurre  Esperin, 
Ilacon's  Incomparable,  Bleeker's  Meadow,  Andrews,  Rushmore's  Bon 
Chretien,  Belle  Lucrative,  Lawrence,  Catillac,  Las  Canas,  Brown 
Beurre,  Beurre  Diel,  Josephine,  Doyenne  Boussock,  Lewis,  Passe 
Colmar,  Beurre  Ranz,  Bezi  de  Montigny,  BufFum,  Vicar  of  Wink- 
field,  Seckel,  Glout  Morceau,  Doyenne  Goubault,  Golden  Beurre  of 
Bilboa,  Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Verte  Longue,  Bartlett,  Henry  IV, 
Beurre  d'Amalis,  Gustine's  Summer,  Oswego  Beurre,  Suspasse  Virga- 
lieu,  Bezi  de  la  Motte,  Winter  Nelis,  very  fine,  Heathcot,  Bleeker's 
Meadow,  Fulton,  Beurre  Bosc,  and  one  without  a  name. 

Charles  White.  Worcester.  Seckel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey 
and  Beurre  Diel,  both  fine,  Belle  et  Bonne,  and  Vicar  of  Wink- 
field. 

Wm.  W.  Pratt,  Worcester.    Long  Green. 
J.  Flagg,  Worcester.  Chelmsford. 

C.  D.  Metcalf,  Worcester.  Seckel,  and  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
very  fine. 

Geo.  A.  Dresser,  Worcester.  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Capiau- 
mont,  Belle  Lucrative,  Napoleon,  fine,  Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Belle  et 
Bonne,  very  fine,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  St.  Mi- 
chael, very  fine,  Bartlett,  Colmar  d'Aremberg,  and  one  nameless  va- 
riety. 

Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury.    Seckel  and  Flemish  Beauty,  fine. 

S.  P.  Miller,  Worcester.  Doyenne  Boussock,  Urbanistc,  good, 
Beurre  d'Amalis,  St.  Michael  and  Beurre  Diel,  both  very  fine,  Lou- 
ise Bonne  de  Jersey,  and  one  nameless  variety. 

Charles  Nichols,  Worcester.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  very  fine, 
and  Beurre  Diel. 

J.  M.  C.  Armsby,  Worcester.  Seckel,  St.  Michael,  fine,  Marie 
Louise,  and  Beurre  Diel. 

William  Greeleaf,  Worcester.  Seckel. 

A.  Underwood,  Westboro'.    Swan's  Orange,  magnificent. 

J.  Sargent,  Worcester.  Glout  Morceau  and  Flemish  Beauty,  both 
fine,  Seckel,  BufFum,  and  one  variety  nameless. 

W.  A.  Hacker,  Worcester.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  very  fine, 
Beurre  Diel,  and  Seckel. 

John  Fuller,  Lancaster.  A  plate  of  Seedling  Pears  of  very  hand- 
some appearance.  The  Committee  did  not  test  the  quality,  though 
it  was  their  intention  to  do  it. 

M.  D.  Phillips,  Worcester.    Beurre  Beaumont,  Seckel,  fine,  Van 
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Mons  Leon  lc  Clerc,  name  not  correct,  and  one  variety  nameless. 

Wra.  C.  Capron,  Utbridge.  Bartlett,  very  fine,  Chaumontelle, 
labelled  Van  Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Beurre 
d'Amilis,  Winter  Nelis,  very  fine,  St.  Michael,  Bleeker's  Meadow, 
Passe  Colmar,  fine,  and  two  varieties  nameless. 

A.  Brigham,  Shrewsbury.  A  single  specimen  of  the  Seckel,  of 
remarkably  large  size  and  perfect  form. 

William  C.  Limson,  Worcester.  St.  Michael,  very  fine,  and 
Beurre  Diel,  fine. 

George  Jaques,  Worcester  Beurre  Diel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jer- 
sey, and  St.  Michael,  all  fine,  Grey  Doyenne,  very  fine.  Vicar  of 
Winkfield,  Glout  Morceau,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Knight's  Mon- 
arch, Beurre  Langelier,  Winter  Nelis,  Capiaumont,  Henry  IV,  Verte 
Longue,  Marie  Louise,  Urbaniste,  Eyewood,  Doyenne  d'Alencon, 
Dunmore,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Summer  St.  Germain,  Bezi  des  Veterans 

i 

Noveau  Poiteau,  Bartlett,  Seckel,  Swan's  Orange,  Doyenne  Bous- 
sock,  Golden  Beurre  of  Bilboa,  Paquency,  Soldat  Laboreur,  Col- 
mar d'Aremberg,  Charlotte  de  Brower,  Josephine,  a  variety  name- 
less, Napoleon  d'Hiver,  Beurre  d'Anjou,  Consilleur  de  la  Cotter, 
Belle  Lucrative,  Flemish  Beauty,  and  a  variety  nameless. 

Thomas  Kinnicutt,  Worcester.  Flemish  Beauty,  very  fine,  Louise 
Bonne  de  Jersey  and  St.  Michael,  very  fine. 

The  above  list  contains  the  names  of  all  the  contributors,  and  of 
all  the  specimens  named  and  entered  on  the  Secretary's  Book.  It  is 
known  to  the  Committe,  that  there  were  some  pears  on  the  tables 
not  so  entered  ;  for  example,  Mr.  H.  K.  Potter,  of  Grafton,  has  but 
a  single  variety,  the  Bartlet,  entered  on  the  book.  The  Committee 
have  notes  of  several  other  fine  and  some  very  fine  pears  exhibited 
by  him,  su^h  as  the  Dix,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  BurTum,  Maria 
Louise,  Winter  Nelis,  Seckel,  Beurre  Bosc,  Duchess  d'Angouleme, 
and  Napoleon,  a  collection  which  did  much  credit  to  the  show. 

There  may  have  been  other  omissions,  which  our  notes  do  not 
supply — if  so,  it  is  hoped  the  contributors  will  see  to  it  in  future, 
that  all  their  contributions  are  entered  on  the  books.  As  the  Com- 
mittees are  mostly  dependent  on  the  entries  in  the  books,  in  making 
up  the  details  of  their  reports,  they  cannot  be  held  responsible  for 
omitting  to  notice  any  fruits  not  there  entered. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

For  the  Committee. 

WILLIAM  WORKMAN,  Chairman. 

10 
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Report  on  other  Fruit. 

Committee. — Lewis  A.  Maynard,  of  Worcester,  Chairman;  J. 
C.  Stone,  of  Shrewsbury,  J.  F.  Allen,  Ansel  Lakin,  James  H.  Wall, 
of  Worcester. 

The  high  expectation  of  a  fine  and  extensive  exhibition  of  Peaches 
and  Plums,  which  the  appearance  of  the  orchards  and  gardens  justi- 
fied, a  short  time  previous  to  the  exhibition,  almost  entirely  failed  to 
be  realized,  on  account  of  the  particularly  unfavorable  weather  for 
the  properly  ripening  and  preserving  these  fruits,  for  any  considera- 
ble length  of  time.  In  many  cases,  a  few  hours,  only,  swept  off  the 
finest  collections  and  specimens  of  these  fruits,  intended  for  the 
exhibition.  Hence,  there  were,  comparatively,  few  of  these  fruits 
in  the  exhibition,  and  especially  so  of  the  desirable  varieties  of  the 
Peach,  excepting  Crawford's  Late.  There  were  some  plates  with 
good  names,  such  as  Coolidge's  Favorite,  Royal  George,  and  George 
IV,  but  the  peaches  were  not  the  excellent  varieties  known  among 
horticulturists  by  these  names. 

No  attempt  was  made  by  the  Committee  to  classify  and  correct 
the  names  of  the  peaches.  The  varieties  may  almost  be  said  to  be 
thousands,  and  the  local  names  almost  as  numerous ;  so  that  a  clas- 
sification and  description  of  even  a  small  collection,  would  be  a 
work  of  much  time,  and  occupy  too  much  space  in  a  brief  report. 
The  entries  were  as  follows  : 

PEACHES. 

E.  M.  Banning,  Worcester.  Early  and  Late  Crawford,  Yellow 
Melocoton,  Nameless. 

John  Morey,  Worcester.    Late  Crawford. 

J.  D.  Wheeler,  Grafton.    Red  Cheek  Melocoton. 

Lyman  Prince,  West  Boylston.    Late  Crawford. 

J).  S.  Messinger,  Worcester.  Late  Crawford,  Queen  Catharine, 
Red  Cheek  Melocoton,  Morse's  White  Rareripe,  Clingstone,  Seed- 
ling, Jaques's  Rareripe. 

John  W.  Capron,  Uxbridge.    Red  Cheek  Melocoton. 

Isaac  Mills,  Worcester.    Late  Crawford. 
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Enos  Dorr,  Worcester.    Two  plates,  nameless. 

Wm.  S.  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Red  Cheek  Melocoton,  Morrisiana 
Pound,  Morris's  White,  Brevoort's  Morris,  Coolidge's  Favorite, 
Columbia,  Jaques,  Freestone  Heath,  Yellow  Melocoton,  Forbes's 
Late,  Yellow  Alberge,  two  plates  nameless. 

Benjamin  N.  Child,  Worcester.  Late  Crawford,  White,  and 
nameless. 

Samuel  Shaw,  Worcester.    Late  Crawford. 

Thomas  and  J.  S.  Merriam,  Auburn.    Yellow  Rareripe,  Allen 
Peach,  Jersey  Seedling,  Late  Coolidge,  Late  Crawford,  nameless. 
J.  Forbush,  Bolton.  Crawford. 
E.  R.  Rice,  Worcester.    Royal  Kensington. 
Gardner  Paine,  Worcester.    Late  Crawford,  Morris's  White. 
Mrs.  J.  Griggs,  Worcester.    Snow,  and  nameless. 
Fitzroy  Willard,  Worcester.    Early  Crawford. 
S.  A.  Howland,  Worcester.  Seedling. 

E.  S.  Stebbins,  Worcester.    George  IV. 

C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton.    Crawford,  and  two  plates  nameless. 

F.  Marble,  Grafton.  Nameless. 

Mary  B.  Flagg,  Worcester.    Late  Crawford. 

Eli  Johnson,  Worcester.    Yellow  Melocoton. 

Levi  Lincoln,  Worcester.    Lemon  Clingstone,  nameless. 

Wm.  W.  Pratt,  Worcester.    Crawford,  White,  nameless. 

C.  B.  Metcalf,  Worcester.    Royal  George. 

E.  S.  Nason,  Worcester.    Late  Crawford. 

Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury.  Late  Crawford,  Allen's  Seedling,  Lem- 
on Clingstone,  Blood. 

John  B.  Pratt,  Worcester.    Three  plates  of  Late  Crawford. 

Willard  Rice,  Sutton.    New  York  Seedling. 

W.  C.  Capron,  Uxbridge.  Noblesse,  Late  Crawford,  Melocoton, 
nameless. 

W.  R.  Bigelow,  Worcester.    Late  Crawford. 
George  A.  Dresser,  Worcester.    Rareripe,  Late  Crawford,  eight 
plates,  nameless. 

C.  T.  Symmes,  Lancaster.    Late  Crawford. 

The  Committee  were  of  opinion  that  there  were  no.  Peaches  in 
the  exhibition  of  a  degree  of  merit  and  excellence,  to  be  entitled  to 
a  premium.    They,  therefore,  awarded  no  premium  for  Peaches. 

They,  however,  recommend  a  gratuity  of  $1  each  to  Wm.  C. 
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Capron,  of  Uxbridge,  the  Messrs.  Merriam,  of  Auburn,  and  Win. 
A.  Eames  and  Mrs.  Chickering,  of  Worcester. 

PLUMS. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester.    One  plate. 

Thos.  and  J.  S.  Merriam,  Auburn.    Georgia  Plum. 

Samuel  N.  Swain,  Worcester.  Damson. 

E.  F.  Dixie,  Worcester.  Sour  Damson,  Sweet  Damson,  Imperial 
Gage. 

Charles  Nash,  Worcester.    Winter  Damson. 

S.  P.  Miller,  Worcester.    Coe's  Golden  Drop. 

C.  P.  Nichols,  Worcester.    Two  plates,  nameless. 

A.  Underwood,  Westboro'.  Coe's  Golden  Drop,  Jefferson,  Purple 
Gage,  Manning's  Long  Blue,  Reine  Claude  de  Bavay,  Blue  Impera- 
trice,  Semiar.a. 

S.  P.  Champney,  Worcester.    One  plate. 

Wm.  T.  Merrifield,  Worcester.    Magnum  Bonum. 

To  A.  Underwood,  of  Westboro",  they  recommend  the  premium, 
of  -S3,  for  the  best  collection  ;  also,  the  premium,  of  $2,  for  the 
second  best  collection,  and  the  premium,  of  $1,  for  the  best  dish. 

NECTARINES. 

J.  D.  Wheeler,  Grafton,  C.  T.  Symmes,  Lancaster. 

C  KAN  BERRIES. 

i 

Calvin  Dyer,  Worcester,  Calvin  S.  Thurston,  Grafton. 

ORANGES. 

Isaac  Davis,  Worcester.  Porto  Rico  Oranges,  large  and  finely 
grown,  Yucatan  Chestnut,  and  English  Double  Flowering  Apple. 

QUINCES. 

S.  P.  Champney,  Worcester.    One  plate. 
Stephen  Taft,  Worcester.  Orange. 
Benjamin  N.  Child,  Worcester.    One  plate. 
Jonas  Hartshorn,  Worcester.    One  plate. 
J.  Forbush,  Bolton.  Portugal. 
Henry  Goulding,  Worcester.  Orange. 
Joseph  Lovell,  Jr.,  Worcester.  Orange. 
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Harvey  Dodge,  Sutton.  Orange. 

W.  H.  Bent,  Worcester.  Orange. 

James  M.  Simonds,  Worcester.    One  plate. 

H.  K.  Potter,  Grafton.  Orange. 

W.  B.  Fox,  Worcester.    One  plate. 

Charles  Brigham,  Grafton.  Orange. 

C.  P.  Nichols,  Worcester.  Orange. 

Willard  Rice,  Sutton.  Orange. 

J.  C.  Stone,  Shrewsbury.    One  plate. 

For  the  best  dish  of  Quinces,  they  recommend  the  first  premium, 
of  $2,  to  Job  C.  Stone,  of  Shrewsbury. 

For  the  second  best,  the  second  premium,  of  $1,  to  Joseph  Lov- 
ell,  Jr.,  of  Worcester. 

GRAPES. 

Enos  Dorr,  Worcester.  Isabella. 

George  H.  Estabrook,  Worcester,  ^"abella. 

Nath'l  R.  Parkhurst,  Worcester.  Isabella. 

J.  H.  Moore,  Charlton.    Fitchburg  and  Blackstone. 

C.  S.  Thurston,  Grafton.  Isabella. 

Walter  Bigelow,  Worcester.  Isabella. 

Charles  Hale,  Millbury.    Sweet  Water,  ank  Hamburg. 

S.  A.  Howland,  Worcester.    Isabella,  and  Spice. 

C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton.    Black  Hamburg,  and  White  Chasselas. 
Wm.  Workman,  Worcester.    White  Chasselas,  open  culture,  re- 
markably fine. 

Wm.  M.  Bickford,  Worcester.  Isabella. 

Horatio  Phelps,  Worcester.  Isabella. 

Wm.  A.  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Isabella. 

S.  P.  Miller,  Worcester.  Isabella. 

S.  H.  &,  D.  Burbank,  Worcester.    Huguenot,  native. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Taft,  Uxbridge.    Is?^bella,  and  Sweet  Water. 

Mrs.  Fox,  Worcester.    Charter  Oak. 

Edward  Earle,  Worcester.    Sweet  Water,  and  Native. 

Charles  Thurber,  Worcester.    Seedling  from  Black  Hamburg. 

D.  W.  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Black  Hamburg,  Black  Prince, 
White  Chasselas,  Black  Lombardy,  White  Frontignac,  Chasselas  du 
Bar  sur  Aube,  Chasselas  Musque,  Grizzly  Frontignac,  Black  Frontig- 
nac, Cannon  Hall  Muscat,  Muscat  of  Alexandria,  Wilmot's  Black 
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Hamburg,  Royal  Muscadine,  Golden  Chasselas,  Chasselas  of  Fon- 
tainbleau,  Syrian,  West's  St.  Peter's,  all  grown  under  glass. 

Win.  T.  Merrifield,  Worcester.  Black  Hamburg,  Wilmot's  Black 
Hamburg,  Wilmot's  Black  Hamburg  No.  16,  Muscat  of  Alexandria, 
Cannon  Hall  Muscat,  Grizzly  Frontignac,  White  Muscat,  all  grown 
under  glass. 

For  Grapes,  the  Committee  recommend  the  following  premiums  : 

To  D.  W.  Lincoln,  for  the  best  collection,  grown  under  glass,  $2.00 
To  Wm.  T.  Merrifield,  for  the  two  best  specimens,  of  two 

bunches  each,        -------  2.00 

To  Charles  Hale,  of  Millbury,  for  the  next  best,  -  -  1.00 
To  George  H.  Estabrook,  for  the  best  specimen  of  Isabella 

Grapes,   1.00 

To  J.  C.  Moore,  for  his  Blackstone,  the  best  specimen  of 

Native  Grapes,      -       --       --       --  1.00 

The  Isabella  Grapes  were  very  fine,  better  than  ever  before  known 
in  the  exhibition.  If  they  could  be  grown  and  matured  every  season, 
as  successfully  as  they  have  been  the  past  one,  they  would  be  emi- 
nently worthy  of  cultivation. 


L.  A.  MAYNARD,  Chairman. 
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Report  on  Vegetables. 

Committee. — George  Jaqucs,  of  Worcester,  Chairman  ;  C.  W. 
Forbush,  of  Grafton,  D.  W.  Lincoln,  Gardiner  Paine,  and  Joseph 
Lovell,  Jr.,  of  Worcester. 

The  Committee  are  happy  in  being  able  to  speak  very  favorably 
of  the  department  of  the  exhibition,  which  came  under  their  special 
examination.  Not  only  was  the  number  of  entries  of  Vegetables 
unusually  large,  but  the  specimens  themselves  were,  for  the  most 
part,  exceedingly  well  grown,  evincing  an  assiduous  and  skilful  cul- 
tivation, which  deserves  a  more  particular  notice,  from  the  consider- 
ation, that  this  department  of  the  exhibition  has,  hitherto,  been  too 
much  neglected.  On  some  former  occasions,  indeed,  embarrassed 
by  the  scanty  materials  for  a  report,  committees  have  had  recourse 
to  extraneous  topics,  and  have  amused  themselves  with  more  or  less 
successful  attempts  at  wit,  which,  to  say  the  least,  have  served  no 
valuable  purpose  in  promoting  the  objects'  aimed  at  by  the  Associ- 
ation. 

The  exhibition  of  the  present  year  has  indicated  a  better  state  of 
things,  encouraging  the  hope  that  the  display  of  Vegetables  may, 
from  year  to  year,  become  more  and  more  attractive.  For,  surely,  it 
is  not  to  be  denied,  that  the  discovery  of  a  single  new  article  of" 
vegetable  food,  or  an  improvement  in  the  modes  of  cultivating  such 
as  are  already  known,  is  of  more  real  utility  to  mankind,  than  the 
introduction  of  a  hundred  new  pears,  or  a  million  new  flowers,  of 
whatever  excellence  or  beauty. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  articles  exhibited  in  this  department, 
as  copied  from  the  Secretary's  Book  of  Entries.  The  contributors 
were  residents  of  this  city,  except  when  some  other  place  of  resi- 
dence is  especially  designated. 

D.  Waldo  Lincoln.  Lima  Beans,  Saba  Beans,  Savoy  Cabbage, 
Drum  Head  Cabbage,  Strap  Leaved  Turnip,  Caula  Rapa,  Stowell's 
Evergreen  Corn,  Tomatoes,  Blood  Beets,  Turnip  Beets,  Aitringhara 
Carrots,  Walcheren  Cauliflower,  White  Solid  Celery. 

E.  M.  Banning.    Coffee,  Potatoes. 
Ira  Bryant.    Egyptian  Corn. 
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N.  Tainter.    Grape  Tomatoes. 
Stephen  Bartlet.t.  Melon. 

D.  T.  Moore  and  S.  Bigelow,  Boylston.  Beets. 

Henry  Goulding.  Snake  Melon,  Jersey  Sweet  Corn,  Webster 
Field  Corn,  Old  Colony  Sweet  Corn,  Dunston  Purple  Corn,  Early 
Horn  Carrot,  Long  White  Carrot,  Long  Dark  Blood  Beet,  Mangel 
Wurtzel  Beet,  Blood  Turnip  Beet,  Long  White  Parsnips,  Early 
Red  Flat  Turnips,  Cantelopes,  Drum  Head  Cabbage,  Fig  Tomatoes, 
Plum  Tomatoes,  Large  Smooth  Tomatoes,  Yellow  Plat  Tomatoe1!, 
Egg  Plant,  White  Egg  Plant,  Okra,  Coffee,  White  Celery. ' 

Win.  Williams.    Squash.  .. 

Geo.  Phelps.    Pumpkin — 44  lbs. 

N.  T.  Bent.  Turnip. 

Samuel  V.  Stone.    Crook  Neck  Squash. 

Isaac  Mills.    Beets — one  14  lbs. 

James  H.  Wall.  Sunflower. 

Wm.  Coe.    St.  Helena  Potato. 

Harvey  Dodge,  Sutton.    Bunch  all  kinds  vegetables,  Long  Red 
Beets,  Turnip  Beets,  Flat  Turnip,  Long  Red  Potato. 
A.  C.  Bennett.    Peach  Blow  Potatoes. 
C.  C.  Chaffin,  Holden.    Squash— 70  lbs. 

E.  F.  Dixie.  Tomatoes. 

Charles  Nash.    Early  French  Short  Horn  Carrot. 
Henry  A.  Harding.    Corn — 13  1-2  ft.  high. 

C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton.  Seedling  Potatoes  from  Sprouts,  Black 
Kidney  Potatoes  from  Sprouts,  White  Kidney  Potatoes  from  Sprouts, 
Peach  Blow  Potatoes. 

C.  Jewett,  Millbury.    Yam,  Sweet  Potatoes. 

Lewis  S.  Taft,  Uxbridge.  French  Turnips,  Okra,  Long  Green 
Cucumbers. 

Wm.  A.  Wheeler.    StowelTs  Evergreen  Corn,  Old  Colony  Corn. 

George  A.  Dunn.  White  Ruta  Baga  Turnips,  Yellow  Ruta 
Baga,  Cabbages,  Marrow  Squash,  Crookneck  Squash,  Carrots,  Long 
Turnips,  Seed  Cucumbers,  18,  16,  and  14  inches  long,  Tomatoes, 
Musk  Melon,  Citron  Melon,  Summer  Crookneck  Squashes,  Scallop 
Squashes,  Sweet  Corn,  Refugee  Beans,  Black  Potatoes,  Turnip 
Beets,  Turnips,  Squash  Pepper. 

C.  B.  Kittredge.  Monson  Marrow  Squash,  raised  in  1851,  one 
raised  in  1852,  one  raised  in  1853. 

Wm.  S.  Skinner.    Red  Beet,  Yellow  Beet,  Sea  Island  Cotton. 
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George  T.  White.    Beet,  Egyptian  Corn. 
J.  G.  &  D.  H.  Perry.  Beans. 
H.  F.  Loomis.  Squash. 

J.  Sargent.    St.  Helena  Potatoes,  Long  John  Potatoes. 
W.  A.  Hacker.    Squash— 82  lbs. 

H.  C.  Stevens.  Okra. 

Wm.  B.  Fox.    Short  French  Carrot,  Cauliflower. 

I.  Washburn.  Seymour's  Superior  Solid  White  Celery,  Boston 
Market  Celery,  Mammoth  Tomatoes,  Curler's  Endive,  Purple  Egg 
Plant,  French  Sorrel,  Strap  Leaved  Turnip,  Lima  Beans,  Salsafy, 
French  Beans,  Early  Apple  Tomatoes,  Large  Apple  Tomatoes. 

Wm.  M.  Bickford.  Orange  Carrots,  Early  Horn  Carrots,  White 
Belgian  Carrots,  Sugar  Parsnips,  Vegetable  Oyster,  Mammoth  To- 
matoes, Early  Apple  Tomatoes,  Pear  shaped  Tomatoes,  Cherry 
Tomatoes,  Lima  Beans,  French  Sauce  Beans,  Horticultural  Beans, 
String  Beans,  Water  Melons,  Egg  Plants,  Egg  Plants  in  Pots,  Sum- 
mer Squashes,  Bel!  Nose  Peppers,  Cucumbers,  Nutmeg  Melons,  Tur- 
nip Blood  Beets,  Long  Blood  Beets,  Cabbages,  Caula  Rapa,  Onions, 
Turnips,  Stowell's  Evergreen  Corn,  Early  Sweet  Corn,  Currants, 
Kentucky  Coflfee,  French  Millet,  Celery,  Martyneas. 

The  premiums  and  Gratuities  were  recommended,  as  in  the 
following  table. 

PREMIUMS. 

To  Wm.  M.  Bickford.  for  the  best  display  and  greatest  variety,  $4.00 


To  Henry  Goulding,  for  the  second  best,        -  3.00 

To  George  A.  Dresser,  for  the  third  best,       -  2.00 

To  Ichabod  Washburn,  for  the  fourth  best,      -  1.00 

To  D.  W.  Lincoln,  for  the  best  three  heads  of  Cabbage,  1.00 

To  Ichabod  Washburn,  for  the  best  three  roots  of  Celery,  1.00 

GRATUITIES. 

To  Wm.  Coe,  for  a  bushel  of  St.  Helena  Potatoes,  -  1.00 
To  Wm.  Alfred  Hacker,  for  a  Mammoth  Squash,  weighing 

82  lbs.,   50 

To  George  Phelps,  for  a  Pumpkin,  weighing  44  lbs.,  -  50 
To  Charles  Jewett,  of  Millbury,  for  half  a  bushel  of  Sweet 

Potatoes,   1.00 

11 
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In  the  exercise  of  their  "  discretionary  power  of  withholding  pre- 
miums, where,  in  their  opinion,  the  articles  exhibiled  did  not  merit 
them,"  the  Committee  refrained  from  awarding  some  of  the  prizes. 
In  two  instances,  indeed,  the  articles  for  which  premiums  were 
offered,  were  not  represented  on  the  Society's  tables.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  were  several  very  superior  specimens  of  vegetables  for 
which  the  Society  had  not  offered  any  prizes.  To  the  contributors 
of  some  of  these,  the  Committee  recommended  that  the  above- 
named  gratuities  should  be  given. 

This  report  would  be  manifestly  incomplete,  without  some  expla- 
notion  of  the  reasons  which  influenced  the  Committee  in  awarding 
the  prizes.    While  the  first  premium  was,  unanimously  and  without 
argument,  awarded  to  Mr.  Bickford,  the  others  were  less  easily  dis- 
posed of,  and  it  was  found  quite  difficult  to  decide  whether  Mr. 
Goulding  or  Mr.  Dresser  ought  to  receive  the  second..  The  collec- 
tion of  the  latter  named  gentleman  was  the  largest,  but  the  several 
articles  in  Mr.  Goulding" s  were  the  better  grown,  especially  his 
Beets,  Turnips,  and  Sweet  Corn  ;  and  so,  after  much  comparison 
and  consultation,  the  second  premium  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Goulding, 
and  the  third  to  Mr.  Dresser.    The  fourth  prize  was  given  to  Mr. 
Washburn,  whose  collection,  though  smaller  than  the  others,  was 
composed  of  exceedingly  well  grown  specimens  of  most  valuable 
vegetables.    The  Committee  felt  it  their  duty  to  be  influenced  chiefly 
by  the  quality  of  the  articles  which  came  under  their  examination  ; 
for  if  a  quantity  of  vegetables,  merely,  can  lay  claim  to  the  Society's 
premiums,  it  would  be  difficult  to  explain  the  utility  of  this  depart- 
ment of  the  exhibition. 

Among  the  articles  particularly  noticed,  although  not  offered  for 
premium,  was  haif  a  bushel  of  fine  large  Sweet  Potatoes,  raised  in 
Millbury,  bp  Mr.  Jewett.  Although  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that 
this  species  of  the  potato  can  be  profitably  cultivated  in  so  cold  a 
climate  as  ours,  still  the  success  of  Mr.  Jewett,  the  past  season,  and 
of  Mr.  Forbush,  of  Grafton,  in  former  seasons,  has  abundantly  proved 
that  a  good  crop  of  this  excellent  vegetable  can  be  raised  here,  in 
favorable  locations,  at  a  cost  not  greatly  exceeding  that  of  importing 
from  the  South. 

The  Committee  were  much  pleased,  also,  with  the  appearance  of 
a  plate  of  Seedling  Peach  Blow  Potatoes,  exhibited  by  Mr.  A.  C. 
Burnett,  of  Worcester.  These  potatoes  were  u  three  years  from 
the  seed,"  resembling  the  parent  potato  in  form,  and  especially  in 
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color,  but  exceeding  it  in  size.  If  the  flavor  of  these  potatoes  should 
prove  good,  the  variety  will  be  a  decided  acquisition. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Forbush,  of  Grafton,  exhibited  several  plates  of  large, 
fine  looking  potatoes,  which  were  "  raised  from  sprouts,"  some  of 
them  seedlings.  This  comparatively  new  mode  of  cultivation  con- 
sists, we  believe,  in  transplanting  the  sprouts,  or  young  potato  vines, 
when  an  inch  or  two  high,  from  the  hot-bed  or  open  garden  where 
they  may  be  growing.  They  are  carefully  taken  off,  close  to  the 
potato,  and  set  out,  like  cabbage  plants,  where  it  is  convenient  to 
cultivate  them.  Whether  this  practice  is  worthy  to  be  recommend- 
ed, remains  to  be  proved  by  farther  experiments.  One  of  Mr.  F.'s 
Seedlings  was  a  very  large  and  showy  variety. 

The  Committee  regret  to  be  unable  to  give  any  information  in  re- 
gard to  the  productiveness,  quality,  or  exemption  from  disease,  of 
the  several  seedling  potatoes  which  came  under  their  examination. 
They  would  respectfully  assure  the  contributors  of  such  seedlings, 
that  a  brief  written  description  of  their  character  in  this  respect, 
would  be  very  acceptable,  on  occasions  when  they  may  be  exhibited 
again. 

Among  other  articles  noticed,  was  a  plate  of  very  beautiful  Toma- 
toes, from  Mr.  E.  F.  Dixie,  of  Worcester. 

Fine  specimens  of  Okra  were  exhibited  by  Henry  Goulding,  of 
Worcester,  and  Lewis  S  Taft,  of  Uxbridge.  This  vegetable  is  but 
little  known  in  New  England,  but  in  some  portions  of  the  South  it 
is  considered  the  poor  man's  blessing,  and  a  dinner  would  hardly  be 
considered  complete,  without  a  preparation  of  it  in  some  form  or 
other. 

In  concluding  their  report,  it  has  occurred  to  the  Committee  to 
inquire,  whether  it  is  not  desirable,  as  it  certainly  is  practicable,  for 
the  Society  to  make  this  comparatively  neglected  department  of  the 
annual  exhibition  much  more  attractive  than  it  has  hitherto  been. 
To  this  end,  it  might  be  well  worthy  of  consideration  if  it  may  not 
be  expedient  to  offer  more  liberal  and  varied  prizes,  to  classify  and 
arrange,  more  systematically,  the  speoimens  of  vegetables  offered  for 
exhibition,  and  especially  to  extend,  through  the  circulars  of  the 
Society,  a  more  particular  invitation  for  contributions  of  whatever 
may  have  grown  excellently  or  beautifully,  in  the  fertile  kitchen 
gardens  within  the  domain  of  the  Association. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  JAQUES,  Chairman. 


82 


TRANSACTIONS,  d&c. 


Report  on  Flowers  and  Decorations. 

Committee. — Samuel  F.  Haven,  Chairman  ;  Charles  Wheeler, 
Clarendon  Harris,  Horatio  Phelps,  and  William  R.  Paine. 

The  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows  : — 

They  found  as  much  variety  and  excellence  in  the  contributions 
of  Flowers,  as  could  reasonably  be  expected,  at  this  period  of  a 
season,  during  which  all  the  productions  of  the  earth  have  had  an 
early  maturity,  and  consequently  have  been  subject  to  an  early  decay. 
The  Bouquets,  Stands,  Vases,  and  other  forms  of  arrangements,  were 
sufficiently  numerous  for  all  the  purposes  of  ornament,  forming,  with 
wreaths  and  festoons  of  evergreen,  a  chaste  and  effective  decoration 
of  the  Hall.  They  were,  at  the  same  time,  a  favorable  representa- 
tion of  the  autumnal  flora,  both  in  quality  and  diversity  :  and  exhib- 
ited a  degree  of  taste  in  selection,  and  skill  in  combination,  highly 
creditable  to  the  contributors.    They  may  be  enumerated  thus  : 

Isaac  Davis,  Worcester.    Lemon,  Orange,  and  Guava  Trees. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester.  Vallotta  Purpurea,  and  Cut  Flowers. 

Mrs.  F.  Kinnicntt,  Worcester.    Vase  of  Cut  Flowers. 

D.  S.  Messinger,  Worcester.    Stand  of  Cut  Flowers. 

Ann  E.  Paine,  Worcester.    Basket  of  Cut  Flowers. 

Henry  Goulding,  Worcester.  Two  stands  of  Dahlias,  one  Bou- 
quet, Red  Angle  Feather. 

Mrs.  Edwin  Draper,  Worcester.    Bouquet  of  Cut  Flowers. 

Mrs.  Canfield,  Worcester.    Three  Stands  of  Cut  Flowers. 

Isaic  Southgate,  Leicester.    Vase  of  Dahlias. 

Nathaniel  Paine,  Worcester.    Vase  of  Cut  Flowers. 

Mrs.  Henry  Goulding,  Worcester.    Two  Vases  of  Cut  Flowers. 

Wm.  T.  Merrifield,  Worcester.  Stand  of  Dahlias,  20  varieties, 
Stand  of  Roses,  20  varieties,  thirteen  Pots  Green-house  Plants,  and 
two  Parlor  Bouquets. 

F.  W.  Paine,  Worcester.    Two  Stands  of  Cut  Flowers. 

S.  P  Champney,  Worcester.    Stand  of' Cut  Flowers. 

Wm.  G.  Maynard,  "Worcester.    Stand  of  Dahlias. 

Mrs.  Wm.  Greenleaf,  Worcester.    Two  Stands  of  Dahlias. 
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Mrs.  D.  W.  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Bouquet  of  Cut  Fowers,  Stand 
of  Cut  Flowers,  Dish  of  Cut  Flowers,  Basket  of  Cut  Flowers. 

Mrs.  Wm.  M.  Bickford,  Worcester.  Two  Bouquets  of  Cut  Flow- 
ers, Stand  of  Cut  Flowers,  Two  Bouquets  Parlor  Flowers. 

S.  Salisbury,  Worcester.    Stand  of  Cut  Flowers. 

I.  Washburn,  Worcester.  Stand  of  German  Asters,  Stand^of 
Dwarf  Coxcombs,  three  Bouquets,  twenty-three  House  Plants,  Or- 
ange Tree,  Torinia  Asiatica. 

Wm.  A.  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Stand  of  Flowers,  and  sixteen 
pots  of  House  Plants. 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Green,  Worcester.  Two  baskets  of  Cut  Flowers, 
Stand  of  Cut  Flowers,  Vase  of  Cut  Flowers,  Stand  of  Asters. 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Hill,  Worcester.  Pressed  Flowers,  Flower  of  the 
Sea,  Roseleaf  Bracelet. 

Wm.  C.  Capron,  Uxbridge.  Stand  of  Cut  Flowers,  Stand  of 
Dahlias. 

Clarendon  Harris,  Worcester.  Stand  of  Pansies,  Basket  of  Cut 
Flowers. 

N.  R.  Parkhurst,  Worcester.  Branch  of  Weeping  Willow,  the 
growth  of  six  months. 

Miss  Fox,  Worcester.    Two  shell  vases  of  Cut  Flowers. 

L.  Cheney,  Southbridge.    Three  stands  of  Dahlias. 

C.  P.  Lawrence,  Worcester.    Stand  of  Dahlias. 

Geo.  A.  Dresser,  Worcester.  Bouquet  of  Dahlias,  Bouquet  of 
Asters,  Bouquet  of  Cut  Flowers. 

Charles  Thurber,  Worcester.    Bouquet  of  Cut  Flowers. 

Miss  Ruth  A.  Miller,  Worcester.    Basket  of  Cut  Flowers. 

Mrs.  E.  N.  Tucker,  Worcester.    Two  vases  of  Cut  Flowers. 

P.  W.  Taft,  Worcester.    Case  of  Sea  Mosses. 

Mrs.  Geo.  T.  Rice,  Worcester.    Two  baskets  of  Cut  Flowers. 

After  a  careful  examination  and  comparison  of  the  several  contri- 
butions, the  Premiums  proposed  by  the  Society  were  assigned  as 
follows : 

For  the  largest  and  best  display  of  Cut  Flowers,  the  first  premium 
of  $2.00,  to  Mrs.  Canfield. 

For  the  next  best  display  of  Cut  Flowers,  the  second  premium  of 
61.00,  to  Mrs.  M.  B.  Green. 

For  the  best  display  of  Plants  in  pots,  the  first  premium  of  $2.00, 
to  Wm.  T.  Merrifield. 
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For  the  next  best  display  of  Plants  in  pots,  the  second  premium 
of  81.00,  to  Wra.  A.  Wheeler. 

For  the  best  pair  of  Bouquets,  suitable  for  the  parlor,  the  first 
premium  of  $2.00,  to  Mrs.  Henry  Goulding. 

For  the  next  best  pair  of  Bouquets,  suitable  for  the  parlor,  the 
second  premium  of  $1.00,  to  Ichabod  Washburn. 

For  the  best  display  of  Dahlias,  the  premium  of  $1.00,  to  L. 
Cheney,  of  Southbridge. 

For  the  best  display  of  Asters,  the  premium  of  $1.00,  to  Ichabod 
Washburn. 

For  the  best  display  of  Roses,  the  premium  of  $1.00,  to  D.  W. 
Lincoln. 

Premiums  were  not  awarded  for  "  Floral  Designs,"  as  there  ap- 
peared to  be  no  contributions  which  could  properly  be  classed  under 
that  head. 

For  the  Committee, 

S.  F.  HAVEN. 
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Joseph  Allen, 
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Lewis  Bigelow, 
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Northboro', 
Grafton, 
Northbridge, 
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Worcester, 
Boston, 
Worcester, 


George  Bo  wen,  Worcester 
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Charles  P.  Bancroft, 

A.  H.  Bulloch, 

Albert  Brown, 
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Wm.  Brown, 
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Walter  Bigelow,  Jr., 
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A  Star  *  is  prefixed  to  names  of  deceased  members,  as  far  as  is  known. 
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Benj.  Buffam, 
Zebina  E.  Berry, 
Henry  G.  Bates, 
Wm.  S.  Barton, 
John  Barnard, 
A.  Baylies, 
A.  J.  Brooks, 
James  L.  Burbank, 
Wm.  Barker, 
Joseph  Bond, 
Joseph  E.  Bond, 
Emory  Banister, 
James  B.  Blake, 
Mary  C.  Bancroft, 
E.  M.  Banning, 
Benj.  Butman, 
Sarah  L.  Butman, 
Walter  R.  Bigelow, 
Lucius  Beach, 
*Joseph  Briggs, 
Mrs.  D.  W.  Blood, 
Charles  Bigelow, 
E.  L.  Brigham, 
Dwight  Bisco,  ■ 
Artemas  Barnes, 
Thos.  Bottomly, 
Booth  Bottomly, 
Luke  Brummett, 
Heman  M.  Burr, 
John  Brooks, 
Thos.  S.  Banks, 
John  Boynton, 
Charles  D.  Bowman, 
*John  Boyd, 
Ellis  Burt, 
Elhanan  Batcheller, 
*Jos.  Bowman,  New 
D.  Ball, 

Thos.  C.  Biscoe, 
Charles  Brigham, 


Providence, 
Worcester, 


Barre, 


Harvard, 
Worcester, 


Leicester, 
Berlin, 
Leicester, 


Princeton, 
Brookline, 
Temp  lit  on, 
Oxford, 
Shrewsbury, 
Douglas, 
Sutton, 
Braintrec, 
Spencer, 
Grafton, 


J.  N.  Bates, 
Pliny  H.  Babbitt, 
William  Buckley,  Worcester, 
Thomas  Bond,  No.  Brookfield, 
Leonard  Burrage,  Leominster, 
John  F.  Clark,  Worcester, 
George  Chandler,  " 
Benj.  N.  Child, 
S.  H.  Colton, 
A.  Chase, 

Lewis  Chapin,  " 
Thos.  Chamberlain,  " 
Cyrus  C  Chickering  " 
Henry  H.  Chamberlin,  " 
*Wm.  Coe, 

Edwin  donant,  " 
*C.  P.  Chapin, 
Horace  Chenery,  " 

Lorin  Coes,  " 
*D.  B.  Comins, 

T.  M.  Chaffin, 

Tyler  P.  Curtis, 

Henry  Chapin,  " 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Colton,  ie 
*Mrs.  A.  Chase,  " 

Mrs.  P.  S.  Canfield, 

Wm.  Cross, 

Wm.  C.  Clark, 

J.  S.  Culver, 

A.  G.  Coes, 

Albert  Curtis,  " 

H.  W.  Conklin, 

S.  P.  Champney,  " 

C.  C.  Coleman, 

D.  W.  Cook, 
Henry  O.  Clark, 

Geo.  A.  Chamberlain,  " 
*  Jonathan  Cutting,  Templeton, 
*John  Clapp,  Leicester, 
*Leonard  Craig.  " 
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Leonard  Cheney,     Sout  abridge, 

Wm.  C.  Capron,  Uxbridge, 

Edmund  F.  Dixie,  Worcester, 

John  Davis,  " 
W.  A.  Draper, 

Enos  Dorr,  " 

Loron  Darling,  " 

Wm.  Dickinson,  " 

Isaac  Davis,  " 
F.  H.  Dewey, 

J.  C.  B.  Davis,  New  York, 

H.  G.  Darling,  Worcester, 

Edwin  Draper,  " 

Jonathan  Day.  " 

Samuel  Davis,  " 

F.  H.  Daniels, 

G.  A.  Dresser, 

Calvin  Dyer,  " 
Rums  D.  Dunbar,  Columbus,  O., 

A.  De  Witt,  Oxford, 

Horace  S.  De  Witt,  " 

Levi  A.  Dowley,  Boston, 

George  C.  Davis,  Northboro' , 

Nathan  Daniels,  Leicester, 

Henry  A.  Denny,  " 

Jos.  A.  Denny,  " 
Nath'l  P.  Denny,    Norwich,  Ct., 

*George  Denny,  Westboro' , 

Harvey  Dodge,  Sutton, 

Simeon  A.  Drake,  Sturbridge, 
Reuben  S.  Penny,  Leicester, 

Henry  G.  Davis,  Millbury, 

James  Estabrook,  Worcester, 

Edward  Earle,  " 
J.  Milton  Earle, 
Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Earle, 
T.  K.  Earle, 
O.  K.  Earle, 

Mrs.  Edward  Earle,  " 

James  L.  Estey,  " 
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Anna  B.  Earle,  Worcester, 

Jos.  Estabrook,  Royalston, 

John  F.  Edwards,  Boston, 
Mat'n  L.  Fisher, Farmer sburg , la 

*A.  D.  Foster,  Worcester, 

*L.  J,  Fox, 

*David  Flagg, 

*  Samuel  B.  Foster,  " 

*Joel  Flagg,  " 
Wm.  B.  Fox, 

Hiram  French,  " 
Benj.  Flagg, 
Elisha  Fuller, 
Wm.  B.  Fox,  Jr., 
Charles  W.  Freeland,  " 

Dr.  Samuel  Flagg,  " 

Marshall  Flagg,  " 
John  Field, 
Ezra  Fitch, 

Dwight  Foster,  " 

Miss  Jane  Fox,  " 

Montraville  Flagg,  Boylston, 

Nahum  Flagg,  " 
Calvin  W.  Forbush,  Grafton, 

Curtis  Forbush,  California, 

Dana  H.  Fitch,  Leicester, 

*Abijah  Flagg,  Boylston, 

^Stephen  Flagg,  " 

Benj.  Flagg,  Shrewsbury, 

Orrin  Fairbanks,  Westboro', 

Oliver  C.  Felton,  Brookfcld, 

Peter  Fay,  Soutkboro' , 

Jonathan  Forbush,  Bolton, 
Dr.  John  Green,  Columbia,  S.C., 

*Hiram  Gould,  Worcester, 
*Fred.  W.  Greenleaf, 

*E.  D.  Goodenow,  *< 

Erasmus  Gould,  " 

Henry  Goulding,  " 

S.  S.  Gates,  Illinois, 
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Wra.  Greenleaf,  Worcester, 

F.  W.  Gale, 

Jos.  A.  Gilbert, 

John  Gates,  " 

Isaac  Goddard,  " 

S.  B.  I.  Goddard, 

James  Green,  <{ 

Wra.  N.  Green; 

M.  B.  Green,  " 

Peregrine  B.  Gilbert, 

Samuel  F.  Green,  " 

Chester  Gorham,  Barre, 
John  C.  Gray,  Jr.,  Worcester, 
Jesse  W.  Goodrich,  " 

Wilkes  Gay, 
Jos.  E.  Gregory, 
Wm.  Goss,  " 
Jonathan  Grout,  " 
John  Gray,  " 
James  M.  Garside,  " 
George  W.  Gill, 
*  Joseph  Griggs.  " 
Sarah  L.  Greenleaf,  " 
Mrs.  M.  B.  Green, 
Mrs.  Mira  J.  Greenleaf,  " 
Wm.  R.  Hooper, 
Nathan  Heard,  <; 
Daniel  Hey  wood,  " 

B.  F.  Heywood, 
S.  F.  Haven, 

S.  A.  Howland, 
*Samuel  Harrington,  " 
Clarendon  Harris,  " 
H.  J.  Howland, 
Wm.  Hovey, 
Alonzo  Hill, 

C.  A.  Hamilton,  "  4 
Charles  Hadwen,  " 

*Henry  P.  Howe, 
John  Hammond,  " 


F.  Harrington,  Jr.,  Worcester, 

R.  L.  Hawes, 

C.  H.  Hill, 

Samuel  D.  Harding, 

Enoch  Hall, 

O.  B.  Hadwen, 

Edward  E.  Hale, 

E.  H.  Hemenway,  " 

A.  R.  Harlow, 

Samuel  Hathaway,  " 

B.  L.  Hardon, 
Pitt  Holmes, 
J.  Henry  Hill, 

George  F.  Hartshorn,  " 
Franklin  Hall, 
O.  F.  Harris, 
Geo.  F  Hoar, 
Jonas  Hartshorn,  " 
Calvin  L.  Hartshorn,  " 
Mrs.  Mary  R.  Hadwen,  " 
Samuel  Heard,  Leicester, 
H.  G.  Henshaw, 
Cheney  Hatch,  " 
Parley  Holman,  " 
Luther  Haven,  Boston, 
Augustus  G.  Hill,  Harvard, 
*Abner  Harlow,       Shrewsbury , 
Lemuel  B.  Hapgood,  " 
S.  W.  Hunt, 

Cyrus  Hoi  brook,  Sterling, 
Stephen  Harrington,  Millbury, 
D.  B.  Harington, 
Charles  Hale, 

Moses  Hale,  Harvard, 
Wm.  Hale,  Sutton, 
Augustus  Heywood,  Grafton, 
*C.  C.  P.  Hastings,  Mendon, 
Washington  Hill,  Spencer, 
G.  W.  Hartwell,  Oxford, 
Amory  Holman,  Bolton, 
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R.  B.  Hubbard,  Sunderland, 
Solon  S.  Hastings,  Princeton, 
Jam  'sG.  Henderson,  Worcester, 
*Asa  T.  Johnson,  u 
Henry  F.  Johnson.  " 
Geo.  Jaques,  " 

E,  Johnson,  " 
Oliver  Johnson,  Sterling, 
Joshua  J.  Johnson,    Northboro' , 
Wm.  Jackson,  Worcester, 
John  P.  Kettell, 

F.  H.  Kinnicutt, 

Thos.  Kinnicutt,  " 
Jonathan  H.  Knight, 
*Jos.  G.  Kendall, 
*Timothy  Keith, 
Joel  Knapp,  Sutton, 
Eli  Kilburn,  Sterling, 
*  William  Lincoln,  Worcester, 
*John  W.  Lincoln,  " 
Levi  Lincoln,  " 
Ansel  Lakin,  " 
Jos.  Lovell  Jr., 
S.  S.  Leonard, 
Wm.  S.  Lincoln,  " 
Warren  Lazell,  " 
Ed.  W.  Lincoln, 
Wm.  C.  Lamson.  " 
Patrick  Lonigan,  " 
Mrs.  D.  W.  Lincoln, 
Miss  G.  D.  V.  Lincoln,  " 
Miss  Frances  M.  Lincoln,  " 
Mary  W.  Lincoln,  " 
A.  B.  Lovell, 
*Josiah  Q,.  Lamb,  Leicester, 
John  Loring,  " 
H.  O.  Lamson,  West  Broolcfield, 
James  Leach,  Wtstboro' , 

Joshua  W.  Leland,  Grafton, 
James  Longley,  Boston, 
D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Worcester, 


Mrs  Mary  E.  Lovell,  Worcester, 
*Alpheus  Merrifield,  " 
Francis  T.  Merrick, 
II.  VV.  Miller, 
D.  S.  Messinger,  " 
F.  N.  Merrifield, 
Ann  B.  Merrifield, 
Wm.  T.  Merrifield, 
Catharine  A.  Merrifield,  " 
L.  L.  Mason,  " 
Wm.  G.  Maynard,  " 
James  C.  Morse,  " 
A.  M.  Merrifield,. 
Jos.  Mason,  " 
C.  M.  Miles, 
Seth  P.  Miller, 
Alexander  Marsh,  " 
John  C.  Mason,  " 
Sarah  R.  Merrick,  " 
Mrs.  Wm.  T.  Merrifield,  " 
Elizabeth  F.  Messinger,  " 
Ruth  Ann  Miller, 
Wm.  S.  Merrifield, 
Alice  M.  Miller, 
Thos.  Merriam,  Auburn, 
David  T.  Moore,  Royahton, 
A.  Morse,      Rochester,  N.  Y., 
Samuel  May,  Jr.,  Leicester, 
Joshua  Murdock,  Jr.,  " 
H.  McFarland,  Framingham, 


J.  H.  Moore, 
Isaac  S.  Merriam, 
James  McClellan, 
Phiiip  L.  Moen, 
H.  K.  Newcomb, 
Jonathan  Nelson, 
Rejoice  Newton, 
Charles  Nash, 
J.  C.  Newton, 
John  Nelson, 


Charlton, 
Auburn, 
Sutton, 
Worcester, 


Leicester, 


* 
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*  William  Newton,  Worcester, 
*E.  H.  Oliver, 

Fred.  Wm.  Paine, 
*Henry  Paine,  " 

Charles  Paine,  " 

Gardiner  Paine,  " 

Jos.  Pratt,  " 

M.  D.  Phillips, 

John  F,  Pond, 

J.  K.  L.  Pickford, 

Horatio  Phelps,  " 

J.  W.  Paine, 

Samuel  Perry,  " 

•John  Park, 

*Jotham  B.  Pratt, 
Joseph  Perkins, 
J.  E.  Phelps, 
Charles  G.  Prentiss, 
F.  W.  Putnam, 
Sylvanus  Pratt,  " 
Henry  Prentice,  " 
Win.  R.  Paine,  " 
Wm  Piper,  " 
Charles  L.  Putnam,  " 
Anne  E.  Paine,  *' 
Mrs.  Charles  Paine,  *' 
Anna  C.  S.  Paine, 
Sumner  Pratt,  t: 
W.  W.  Pratt, 

Grenville  Parker,  Pcnn., 
S.  P.  Putnam,  Philadelphia, 
Jos.  L.  Partridge,  Boston, 
John  Patrick,  Warren, 
Silas  Parmenter,  Wcstboro' , 
Payson  H.  Perrin,  " 
Henry  R.  Phelps, 
Charles  A .  Pierce,  Grafton, 
J.  Porter,  Jr.,  N.  Brookfield, 
Thos.  Pierce.  Spencer, 
Hcrvey  K.  Potter.  Grafton, 


Jonathan  A.  Pope,  Millbury, 
Dexter  H.  Perry,  Worcester, 
Fred.  M.  Peck, 
Nath'l  R.  Parkhurst, 
George  T.  Rice,  " 
G.  W.  Richardson,  4< 
G.  W.  Russell, 
Darius  Rice,  " 

*Josiah  Rice,  " 
Thomas  H.  Rice, 
Benj.  Reed, 
Sewell  Rice, 
O.  A.  Ramsay, 
John  C.  Ripley, 

*E.  B.  Rice, 
Charles  B.  Robbins, 
G.  M.  Rice, 
Adams  Rockwood, 
Mrs,  G.  T.  Rice, 
Anna  M.  Richardson,  " 
Francis  B.  Rice,  " 
Abram  G.  Randall,  Millbury, 
Abbott  B.  Rice,      Northboro' , 
Danforth  Rice,  Leicester, 
Edward  Rogers,  Webster, 

*  James  Shepard,  Worcester, 

*Chandler  Smith,  " 
David  D.  Stowelt, 
Stephen  Salisbury,  " 
Seth  Sweetser,  " 
Daniel  Stone,  '* 
Elijah  Stowe, 

James  Shepard,  Jr.,  " 
Aaron  Stone,  Jr.,  " 
*L.  W.  Stowell, 
Samuel  B.  Scott,  " 
Joseph  Sargent, 
Edward  South  wick,  " 
Simeon  N.  Story,  " 
Moses  Spooner, 
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E.  B.  Stoddard,  Worcester, 

David  Scott,  Jr., 

Ed.  S  Stebbins, 

Lewis  Smith,  " 

Henry  Sargent,  " 

*Mrs.  S.  Salisbury,  " 
Elam  Smalley, 

Samuel  V.  Stone,  " 

Lemuel  Smith,  " 

Samuel  Smith,  " 

Samuel  H.  Selby,  California, 

Isaac  Southgate,  Leicester, 

*Jos.  D.  Sargent, 

John  Sargeant,  " 

Abijah  Stone,  " 

Homer  E.  Sargeant,  " 

*George  B.  Slater,  Webster, 

*Jonas  L.  Sibley,  Sutton, 

Horatio  Slocomb,  " 

*  Henry  Snow,  Shrewsbury, 
Job  C.  Stone, 

J.  W.  Slocomb,  Grafton, 
Asa  F.  Smith, 

Wm.  San  ford,  Boylston, 

Jos.  Stone,  Westboro', 

Charles  Southworth,  Northboro\ 

D.  B.  Sibley,  Millbury, 

Sullivan  Summer,  Milford, 

R.  R.  Smith,  Lynn, 

C.  T.  Symmes,  Lancaster, 

Nath'l  Tead,  Boston, 

Albert  Tolman,  Worcester, 
B.  F.  Thomas, 
P.  W.  Taft, 
H.  N.  Tower, 
George  C.  Taft, 
G.  A.  Trumbull, 

Daniel  Tainter,  " 

Charles  Thurber,  " 
S.  Tourtellott, 


Thomas  Tucker,  Worcester, 
Stephen  Taft, 
Mrs.  B.  F.  Thomas, 
Miss  Agnes  P.  Thomas,  " 
Daniel  Tenny,  Sutton, 
Samuel  Taylor,  " 
Jos.  Thayer,  Uxbirdge, 

*Bezaleel  Taft, 
Samuel  D.  Torrey,  Millbury, 
Thomas  Taylor,  Dudley, 
Lewis  S.  Taft,  Uxbridge, 
Augustus  Tucker,    Worcester , 
George  Upham,  " 
Baylies  Upham,  Leicester, 
Orison  Underwood,  Milford, 
Austin  Underwood,  Westboro1, 
Edward  Vaile,  Worcester, 
Ichabod  Washburn,  " 
Wm.  Workman,  " 
Wm,  A.  Wheeler, 

*Daniel  Waldo, 
Rufus  Woodward,  " 
James  White,  " 
Fitzroy  Willard, 
Charles  H.  Whiting, 
Emory  Washburn,  " 
Wm.  A.  Williams, 
Charles  Whittemore,  " 
Charles  White, 
Asa  Walker,  " 
Benj.  Walker, 
Jos.  Walkei,  Jr., 
Warren  Williams,  " 
Artemas  Ward,  u 
Miss  F.  N.  Wheeler, 
George  W.  Wheeler,  " 
Wm.  F.  Wheeler, 
Daniel  Ward,  " 
Charles  B.  Whiting, 
Miss  E.  J.  Whittemore  " 
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*John  P.  Whitcomb,  Harvard, 
*S.  B.  Woodward,  Northampton, 
Asa  H.  Waters,  Millbury, 
Geo.  W.  White,  Cambridge, 
Alonzo  White,  Leicester, 
Horace  C.  Watson, 
Josephus  Woodcock,  " 
Lucius  Woodcock,  " 
Charles  White,  Northbridge, 
Paul  Whitin, 
John  C.  Whitin, 


Hiram  Wing,  Northbridge, 
John  W.  Work,  Templet  on, 
Jarod  Weed,  Petersham, 
B.  D.  Whitney,  Boston, 
B.  G.  Whiting,  Lunenbvrg, 
Jonathan  D.  Wheeler,  Grafton, 
Samuel  Wood,  Boston, 
Wm.  A.  Wheelock,  Dudley, 
Henry  S.  Wheaton,  California, 
Loring  Young,  Leicester. 


Members  Admitted,  547. 
Members  Deceased,  54. 
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HONORARY  MEMBERS. 


John  A.  Kenrick, 
Wji.  Kenrick, 
Samuel  Walker, 
Marshall  P.  Wilder, 
J.  L.  L.  F.  Warren, 

*  Jonathan  Winship, 

*Francis  Winship, 
Joseph  Breck, 
William  E.  Carter, 
Charles  M.  Hovey, 
Charles  Downing, 

*A.  J.  Downing, 
Jos.  S.  Cabot, 

*Robert  Manning, 


Newton, 

Roxbury, 
Dorchester, 

California, 
Brighton, 


Cambridge, 

(C 

Ncwburg,  N.  Y., 
Salem, 


Honorary  Members  Admitted,  14. 
Honorary  Members  Deceased,  4. 
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TRANSACTIONS  FOR  1854. 

The  transactions  for  the  year  1854  are  now  published  in  accor- 
dance with  a  vote  of  the  Society. 

The  Committee  of  publication,  which  is  also  a  Committee  on  Syn- 
onymes,  have,  in  a  few  instances  only,  corrected  the  nomenclature  in 
the  Reports,  by  substituting  the  name  of  a  fruit,  as  recognized  by 
the  proper  authority,  for  one  of  a  more  local  or  unauthorized  char- 
acter. With  this  exception,  the  reports  are  given  as  they  came  into 
the  hands  of  the  Committee.  We  hops  that,  at  some  time  not  far 
distant,  efficient  measures  may  be  adopted  for  the  revision  of  the 
nomenclature,  so  that  there  may  be  more  uniformity  in  the  names. 
At  present  we  often  find  on  our  tables  different  fruits  under  the  same 
name,  and  the  same  fruit  under  different  names.  This  requires  a 
remedy. 
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OFFICERS  FOR  1854. 


The  Annual  Meeting-  for  the  choice  of  Officers,  for  the  year 
1854,  was  held  at  the  Hall  of  the  Society,  on  Wednesday,  January 
4,  when  the  Society  was  organized,  as  follows  : 

PRESIDENT, 

*        STEPHEN  SALISBURY,  of  Worcester. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS, 

William  T.  Merri field,  of  Worcester. 

John  C.  Wiiitin,  of  Northbridge, 

George  T.  Rice,  of  Worcester. 
Secretary — J.  Henry  Hill,  of  Worcester. 
Treasurer — Fred.  Wm.  Paine,  of  Worcester. 
Librarian — Clarendon  Harris,  of  Worcester. 

TRUSTEES'. 

John  Milton  Earle,  Worcester,  )  Geo.  A.  Dresser,  Worcester, 

C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton,  )  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Worcester, 

Isa;c  Davis.  Worcester,  (  S.  P.  Champney,  Worcester, 

Wrn.  M.  Bickford,  Worcester,  )  Harvey  Dodge,  Sutton, 

Wm.  C.  Capron,  Uxbridge,  (  Job  C.  Stone,  Shrewsbury, 

Wm.  Workman,  Worcester,  )  Samuel  H.  Colton,  Worcester, 

Ansel  Lakin,  Worcester,  )  Thos.  Bond,  North  Brookfield, 

Joseph  A.  Denny,  Leicester,  John  Brooks,  Princeton, 

Leonard  Burrage,  Leominster,  )  Emory  Bannister,  Worcester, 

Geo.  Jaques,  Worcester,  j  Jonathan  Forbush,  Bolton, 

AUDITING  COMMITTEE, 

Geo.  T.  Rice,  Wm.  M.  J3ickford. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  March  8,  1854,  the  following  Com- 
mittee M  ere  chosen,  viz : 

Committee  op  Arrangements. — D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Wm.  M. 
Bickford,  Geo.  A.  Dresser,  Wm.  T.  Merrifield,  David  S.  Messbger, 
Chas.  Paine,  Samuel  Flagg,  S.  P.  Champney,  Joseph  Lovell,  Jr. 

Committee  to  have  charge  of  the  Hall — Wm.  M.  Bick- 
ford, Ansel  Lakin,  and  D.  Wraldo  Lincoln. 

Committee  of  Publications  and  Synonymes  —  Edward  E. 
Hale,  John  Milton  Earle,  and  D.  Waldo  Lincoln. 


REPORTS, 

FOR  THE  EXHIBITION  OF  1854. 


The  Fifteenth  Anxnu^l  Exhibition  was  held  in  the  Hall  of 
the  Society,  on  the  27th,  28th,  and  29th,  of  September,  1854.  Great 
interest  was  manifested  by  the  large  number  of  the  Members,  and 
the  Friends  of  Horticulture,  who  thronged  the  Hall,  to  study  as  well 
as  to  admire  the  beautiful  collection.  In  the  evening  of  Thursday, 
the  second  day  of  the  Show,  the  meeting  of  the  Society,  to  receive 
the  Reports  of  the  Committees  on  Premiums,  took  place,  and  was 
fully  attended.  The  President,  Mr.  Salisbury,  introduced  the  busi- 
ness by  a  brief  address,  in  which  he  gave  such  an  account  of  the 
Exhibition  and  the  condition  of  the  Society  as  he  was  able  to  offer, 
while  the  most  important  business  of  the  year  was  in  progress. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  his  address,  with  amendments 
rendered  necessary  by  the  state  of  facts  at  the  close  of  the  Exhibition. 


ADDRESS  OP  THE  PRESIDENT. 


The  President  commenced  by  remarks  on  the  different  depart- 
ments of  the  Exhibition,  which,  in  compliance  with  his  wish,  are 
not  repeated  here,  because  the  Reports  of  the  Committees  which  follow 
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give  more  full  and  valuable  information.  He  stated  the  number 
Contributors  and  Entries  in  the  two  last  years,  as  follows  : 


Apples, 
Pears, 

Peaches,  Grapes 
Quinces,  &c, 
Flowers  &  Floral 
Vegetables, 


Cont'ributers. 

Entr 

In  1853. 

In  1854. 

In  1853. 

In  1854^ 

56 

107 

229 

960 

■  97 

81 

700 

826 

'  ^85 

74 

213 

190 

s,  33 

29 

86 

60 

37 

28 

•  151 

116 

308 

319 

1379 

2152 

SUMMER  EXHIBITION. 


The  President  spoke  of  the  Free  Weekly  Exhibitions  in  the  Hail 
of  the  Society,  which  had  tieen  continued  during  the  summer,  with 
diminished  success,  in  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  collections  and  the 
attendance  of  visitors,  though  the  specimens  offered  were  always  vat-* 
uable  and  interesting,  and  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  Summer  the 
attendance  was  numerous,  and  the  collections  large.  This  partial  fail- 
ure was  imputed  to  several  causes,  among  which,  the  more  promi- 
nent, was  the  discouragement  arising  from  the  dryness  of  the  season, 
and  the  effect  of  changing  the  day  of  exhibition  from  Saturday  to 
Wednesday,  in  consequence  of  repeated  suggestions  that  the  last 
named  day  would  be  more  acceptable,  especially  to  the  ladies. 


LIBRARY. 

The  President  read  a  Report  from  C.  Harris,  Esq.,  the  Librarian 
of  the  Society,  in  which  it  appeared  that  the  Library  contains  two 
hundred  and  forty  bound  volumes,  among  which  are  some  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  valuable  works  on  Horticulture,  Rural  Architecture^ 
and  kindred  subjects.    Mention  was  made  of  a  complete  set  of 

Hovey's  Magazine, 

The  Horticulturist,  by  Downing, 

Transactions  of  the  N.  Y.  State  Agricultural  Society,  10  vols., 
Mrs.  Loudon's  Ladies'  Flower  Garden,  5  vols.  4to.,  colored  Plates, 
Loudon's  Arboretum,  8  vols.,  and  other  Horticultural  Works,  7  vols., 
Edwards's  Botanical  Register,  10  vols.,  colored  Plates, 
Hooker's  Exotic  Flora,  3  vols.,  Plates, 

Transactions  of  the  London  Horticultural  Society,  7  vols.  4to*9 
Annals  of  Horticulture,  5  vols.,  royal  8vo., 
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All  of  Mr.  Downing' s  Works, 

Pomona  Brittanica,  2  vols.,  royal  quarto,  Plates, 

Kenyon  on  Trees,  1  vol.,  folio, 

Royal  Cyclopedia,  4  vols.,  8vo., 

Albany  Cultivator,  16  vols. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Society  has  received  donations  of  the 
following  books  : 

By  Edwin  Conant,  Esq. 
Tower's  Domestic  Gardener's  Manual,  8vo., 
Wiggins's  American  Farmers'  Instructor,  8vo., 
Lindley's  Horticulture,  12mo., 
Dana's  Muck  Manual,  12mo., 
Cobbett's  American  Gardener,  18mo., 
Oobbett's  Cottage  Economy,  18mo., 
Ellsworth's  American  Swine  Breeder,  18mo., 
Weeks  on  Bees,  18mo., 

Teschemacher's  Element's  of  Horticulture,  18mo. 

By  D.  W.  Lincoln,  Esq. 
Proceedings  of  the  Second  Congress  of  Fruit  Growers, 
Transactions  of  the  Second  Session  of  the  Am.  Pomological 

Society,  in  Philadelphia,  1852, 
American  Fruit  Book  of  Ornamental  Trees. 

By  Hon.  Alex.  DeWitt. 
Census  of  the  United  States,  1850,  Quarto, 
Public  Documents,  1853-4,  3  vols., 
Patent  Office  Report,  1853,  on  Mechanics', 
Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United  States,  1853, 
Stansbury's  Expedition  to  Great  Salt  Lake, 

By  Hon.  Charles  Allen. 
Patent  Office  Reports,  1850-51,  Agricultural, 
Patent  Office  Reports,  1850-51,  Mechanical, 

By  Samuel  F.  Haven,  Esq. 
Catalogue  of  Coleoptera  of  U.  S.,  by  Frederick  Ernst  Melsheimer. 

By  Harvey  Dodge,  Esq. 
Agriculture  of  Massachusetts,  C.  L.  Flint, 

First  Annual  Report,  of  the  Secretary  of  Massachusetts  Board  of 
Agriculture. 

By  Hon.  John  Brooks. 
80  Pamphlets,  on  different  subjects. 

The  President  thought  it  more  important  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Society  to  the  value  of  the  Library,  because  the  infrequency  of 
the  application  for  Books,  proved  that  Members  were  not  aware  of 
the  privilege  which  they  possessed. 
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FINANCES. 

The  President  received  from  F.  W.  Paine,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  the  fol- 
lowing statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Exhibi- 
tion, made  as  nearly  accurate  as  was  in  his  power. 

Receipts — From  New  Members,       -  -  $49  00 

At  the  Door  of  Exhibition,  -  408  75 

From  Fruit  sold       -       -  -  52  49 

From  Cotton  Cloth  sold,  -  7  26 


$517  50 


Expenditures,  estimated  by  those  of  1853  : 

For  Premiums,  -  -  -  $100  00 
Expenses,       -  100  00 

For  Cash  borro  wed  to  pay  for  re- 
pairing roof,  taxes,  and  interest,     253  34 

 $453  34 

$64  16 

Rents  due  Oct.  1,  1854,  400  00 


Nett  Funds,  $464  16 

Out  of  which  the  Treasurer  proposes  to 
pay,  on  Oct.  2,  in  part  of  debt  of  $8,850,       400  00 


Leaving  for  Contingencies,       -       -  $64  00 

The  President  stated  that  the  Society's  Hall  was  estimated  at 
$16,000,  in  the  City  valuation  for  taxes,  and  yielded  an  income  of 
$1,600,  from  Rents  which  are  considered  desirable  by  good  tenants, 
under  a  reservation  of  so  much  of  the  building  as  is  necessary  for 
the  use  of  the  Society.  He  thought  it  necessary  to  explain  the  fact, 
that  the  income  of  the  last  nine  months  has  paid  no  more  than  $550 
of  the  debt  of  the  Society,  which,  on  the  2d  of  Oct.  next,  will 
amount  to  $8,450,  with  annual  interest  from  the  3d  of  July  last. — 
In  the  past  season,  the  following  extraordinary  expenditures  have 
occurred : 

Repair  of  Roof  of  Hall,  '  •  -  $147  17 
Insurance,  -  -  -  -  -  77  00 
Iron  Shutters,   295  50 

$519  67 

The  necessity  of  Iron  Shutters  was  apparent,  last  winter,  when  the 
Hall  was  in  iminent  danger,  from  a  fire  which  consumed  wooden 
buildings  situated  very  near  it  in  the  rear. 
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The  number  of  Members  has  increased,  and,  with  the  continued 
favor  of  the  public,  the  time  will  soon  come,  when  the  whole  income 
may  be  devoted  to  enlarge  the  variety  and  amount  of  the  Premiums, 
and  furnish  such  embellishments  as  will  greatly  increase  the  attrac- 
tions and  the  good  effect  of  their  Exhibitions. 

Abstract  Reports  on  the  Apples,  Pears,  Peaches  and  other  Fruits, 
Flowers  and  vegetables,  were  then  read  by  the  Chairmen  of  the 
several  Committees,  and  it  was  voted  to  accept  their  Reports,  and 
order  payment  of  the  premiums  and  gratuities  awarded. 

The  following  are  the  above  Reports,  enlarged  and  made  complete, 
by  the  respective  Chairmen,  in  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the 
Society. 
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Report  of  the  Committee  on  Apples. 

Committee. — George  Jaques,  of  Worcester,  Chairman;  Ansel 
Lakin,  David  S.  Messinger,  and  J.  F.  Allen,  of  Worcester,  and  Lew- 
is S.  Taft,  of  Uxbridge,  vice  Thomas  Bond,  of  North  Brookfield, 
(absent.) 

The  Exhibition — in  the  department  of  Apples — was  exceedingly 
rich  and  beautiful.  The  Committee,  indeed,  are  of  the  '■  unanimous 
opinion,  that,  not  only  in  the  number  of  varieties  of  established  rep- 
utation, but  in  the  size  and  beauty  of  the  specimens,  the  display  of 
this  great  staple  fruit  was  superior  to  any  thing  of  the  kind  ever 
before  witnessed  in  this  city.  Gentlemen  from  different  parts  of  the 
country,  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  much  consideration,  and  others 
who  have  attended  some  of  the  most  successful  Horticultural  Fairs 
in  Europe,  were  also  equally  unanimous  in  conceding,  that,  except 
perhaps  in  the  quantity  of  fruit  alone,  this  department  of  our  Ex- 
hibition had  not  been  surpassed  within  the  range  of  their  experience. 
When  we  learn,  farther,  that  not  a  solitary  resident  outside  of  this 
county  was  represented  among  the  contributors,  we  may  well  con- 
gratulate the  members  of  the  Association  on  the  progress,  which  at 
least  one  branch  of  fruit-culture  has  made,  among  us,  during  the  last 
ten  or  fifteen  years.  And,  although  it  is  quite  probable,  that,  in  one 
or  two  of  the  collections,  there  may  have  been  a  very  few  apples  not 
grown  within  the  above-mentioned  limits,  yet  the  number  of  these 
was  so  utterly  insignificant,  that  the  Committee  may  rightfully  claim 
the  entire  exhibition  of  Apples  as  tin  product  of  Worcester  County  ! 

Such  seemingly  boastful  language  is  not  employed  by  the  Commit- 
tee, in  compliance  with  that  bad  custom,  which  over-praises  whatever 
has  been  successful,  but  as  a  simple  unexaggerated  statement  of  what 
they  believe  to  be  true. 

To  a  fruit-culturist  from  any  foreign  country,  the  exhibition  would 
have  appeared  still  more  wonderful,  had  he  been  told — what  is  true — 
that  almost  all  these  apples  were  the  result  of  a  comparatively  neg- 
lected cultivation  ;  that  they  were  gathered  from  trees  enjoying  no- 
thing of  the  advantages  of  a  trenched  soil,  enriched  by  specific  ma- 
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nitres,  trees  which  never  received  any  scientific  pruning  of  branches 
or  thinning  of  fruit,  trees,  indeed,  having  little  reason  to  be  grateful 
to  their  owners  for  any  care  whatever. 

Such  evidence  seems  to  lead  most  satisfactorily  to  the  conclusion, 
that  the  county  of  Worcester,  both  in  its  soil  and  climate,  is  ex- 
tremely well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  this  fruit ;  and  it  appears 
reasonable  to  anticipate  that  the  time  will  come,  when— under  a 
more  scientific  and  thorough  system  of  cultivation — the  apple  crop 
of  this  county  will  attain  a  much  higher  rank*  than  it  now  holds, 
among  the  products  of  her  agriculture. 

And,  while  upon  this  topic  of  cultivation,  the  Committee  would 
say  a  word  or  two  more. 

An  obstacle  in  the  way  of  cultivating  the  apple  in  small  gardens, 
is,  or  rather  has  been,  the  amount  of  room  the  tree  occupies.  To 
obviate  this  difficulty,  the  apple  is  sometimes  cultivated  as  a  dwarf, 
upon  what  is  called  the  paradise  stock.  But — on  the  other  hand — - 
these  dwarfs  are  quite  too  small  to  be  of  much  value.  Many 
people  are  not  aware  that  there  is  still  another  stock,  the  Doucain, 
which  gives  the  apple-tree  an  intermediate  size,  between  a  dwarf  and 
a  standard,  making  it  just  the  desirable  size  for  gardens. 

In  a  letter  just  received  from  Mr.  Barry,  editor  of  the  Horticul- 
turist, he  remarks,  speaking  of  this  mode  of  cultivating  the  apple, 
"  I  have  seen  a  tree  on  the  Doucain  stock  produce  a  barrel  of  fruit. 
It  is  adapted  to  apples  generally,  and  I  know  no  reason  why  the 
apple  cannot  be  profitably  grown  upon  this  stock."  It  seems  to  us, 
that  trees  of  this  intermediate  size  are  just  what  is  wanted  for  the 
close,  often  crowded  grounds  of  a  city  garden  ;  and,  as  whatever 
dwarfs  a  tree,  increases  its  productiveness,  this  mode  would  favor 
the  cultivation  of  some  excellent  apples,  now  going  into  disrepute  by 
reason  of  their  unproductiveness,  as,  for  example,  that  delicious,  and 
highly  flavored  summer  fruit  known  hereabouts  as  the  River  apple. 

Upon  the  Society's  tables,  were  to  be  seen  excellent  specimens  of 
almost  every  variety  of  Autumn  and  Winter  apples,  known  as  worthy 
or  unworthy  of  cultivation  in  this  section  of  the  country.  There 
were  also  fine  Northern  Spy,  Hawley,  Ladies'  Sweeting,  and  other 
kinds  which  it  has  been  feared  would  not  succeed  here.  A  seedling 
exhibited  by  Charles  Johnson,  of  Northboro',  appeared  very  promis- 
ing ;  but  some  of  the  Committee  thought,  that,  by  some  mistake,  the 
upple  might,  after  all,  be  indentical  with  the  Gravenstein.  From 
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what  they  observed  at  this  exhibition,  the  Committee  were  confirmed 
in  an  opinion  previously  entertained,  that  there  are,  growing  obscure- 
ly in  this  county,  several  apples  deserving  to  be  more  extensively 
known.  Among  such,  might  be  classed  the  Forbush  Apple,  the  Sut- 
ton Beauty,  and  the  Harvey,  both  cultivated  by  Mr.  Joel  Knapp,  of 
Sutton,  Hunt's  Russet,  Capron's  Pleasant,  and  probably  others. 

With  a  single  exception,  noticed  below,  the  largest  number  of  va« 
rieties,  exhibited  by  any  one  individual,  was  from  Samuel  H.  Colton, 
of  the  Worcester  Nursery,  whose  collection  comprised  forty-four 
varieties.  Mr.  Job  C.  Stone,  nurseryman,  from  Shrewsbury,  exhib- 
ited a  splendid  collection  of  forty  varieties.  T.  W.  Ward,  also  from 
Shrewsbury,  had  thirty-three  or  four  varieties  ;  Geo.  A.  Chamberlin? 
of  Worcester,  thiity-three ;  Silas  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,  twenty- 
eight  ;  Joel  Knapp,  of  Sutton,  twenty-three,  &c.  &c. 

Very  fine  collections  were  shown  also  by  Stephen  Salisbury,  the 
President  of  the  Society,  by  Wm.  S.  Lincoln,  the  efficient  Secretary 
of  the  Agricultural  Society,  by  J.  H.  Allen,  of  Grafton,  E.  Batchel- 
ler,  of  Sutton,  S.  Sears,  of  Worcester,  and  several  other  gentlemen. 

A  collection  of  single  specimens  of  over  ninety  varieties  of  apples, 
was  entered  by  Bond  &  Damon,  of  North  Brookfield,  nurserymen. 
It  is  proper,  however,  to  inform  the  public  that  these  gentlemen  did 
not  claim  to  have  raised  any  considerable  portion  of  this  fruit ;  al- 
though, in  the  hurried  doings  of  the  day,  this  important  fact  was  not 
entered  either  upon  the  Society's  Book  of  Entries  or  upon  the  labels 
attached  to  the  specimens  themselves. 

This  circumstance  prevented  the  Committee  from  noticing  this 
collection  as  they  otherwise  would  have  done,  for  it  has  long  been 
— by  implication,  at  least — a  standing  rule  of  the  Society,  that  fruits 
not  grown  by  the  exhibitor  should  be  carefully  designated  as  such  ; 
and  it  will  be  obvious  that  a  strict  observance  of  this  important  rule 
is  essential  to  the  respectability  of  the  Association.  We,  of  course, 
will  not  allow  ourselves  for  a  moment  to  believe  that  any  member  of 
the  Society,  whether  a  nurseryman  or  not,  would  intentionally  prac- 
tice this  sort  of  deception,  and  being  fully  satisfied  that  not  the 
slightest  censure  attaches  to  Messrs.  Bond  and  Damon,  for  their  con- 
duct in  this  matter,  we  would  respectfully  tender  to  them  the  Socie- 
ty's thanks  for  their  splendid  display  of  so  large  a  variety  of  Apples. 

It  was  gratifying  to  notice  a  great  improvement  in  the  naming  of 
fruits,  the  contributors,  this  year,  except  in  two  or  th*ee  instances. 
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having  had  the  good  sense  to  enter  their  unknown  varieties  as  nameless. 
This  being  as  it  should  be,  we  hope  so  good  an  example  will  be  follow- 
ed by  all  those  who  may  hereafter  exhibit  fruits  upon  the  Society's 
tables,  thereby  relieving  both  Committees  and  visitors  from  much 
perplexity,  and  the  reputation  of  the  Society  from  the  sneers  of 
strangers. 

This  pestilent  custom  of  naming  according  to  fancy,  whatever 
fruit  may  happen  to  be  unknown,  is  full  of  mischief,  being  calculat- 
ed only  to  subvert  every  thing  like  scientific  precision  of  classifica- 
tion or  nomenclature.  Many  old  fruits  have  thus  been  repeatedly  re- 
named, while,  at  the  same  time,  new  but  undeserving  fruits  have 
been  thrust  forward  into  a  notice  to  which  they  were  not  at  all 
entitled.  Whenever  a  new  fruit  is  brought  forward,  of  sufficient 
excellence  to  be  worthy  of  cultivation,  the  Fruit  Committee  of  some 
Horticultural  Society,  or  the  editor  of  a  horticultural  journal,  or 
some  other  person,  competent  to  do  it  properly,  should  publish,  in  a 
respectable  horticultural  magazine  or  newspaper,  a  description  of 
the  fruit  and  its  history,  so  far  as  known,  designating  it  by  such  an 
appropriate  name  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  wishes  of  its  origina- 
tor. In  all  other  cases  it  is  better  not  to  represent  as  something 
known  that  which,  in  reality,  is  totally  and  perhaps  deservedly 
unknown* 

Indeed,  we  would  rather  that  every  fruit  in  the  Hall  should  be 
entered  as  nameless,  than  that  such  names  as  Hog-pen  Apple,  Big 
GaVs  Apple,  Know- Nothing,  Abigail's  fancy,  Back-door  Seedling t 
Limber-twig  Spice,  &lc.  &c,  should  continue  to  provoke  the  criti- 
cism of  intelligent  pomologists. 

After  a  long  and  patient  examination  of  nearly  a  thousand  plates 
of  apples,  contributed  by  over  a  hundred  different  competitors,*  and 
after  many  perplexing  comparisons,  the  Committee,  with  tolerable 
unanimity,  agreed  to  recommend  that  the  Society's  prizes  for  Apples 
should  be  awarded  as  in  the  following  table : 

Large  Collections. 
For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  the  first  premium  to  Job  C.  Stone, 

of  Shrewsbury,       -       -       »  -       -       -       -       -    $6  00 

For  the  next,  to  Samuel  H.  Colton,  of  Worcester,       -    —       -  5  00 


*The  exact  number  of  plates  of  Apples  upon  the  tables  is  believed  to  have  been  nine  hundred 
and  sixty,  and  of  contributors,  one  hundred  and  seven. 
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Collections  of  Tex  Varieties. 
For  the  best  ten  varieties,  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  of  each,  io 

Asa  H.  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,       ^       -       -       -       -       -  5  0 0 

For  the  next  best,  to  Eli  Johnson,  of  Worcester,       -       -       -       -  4  00 

For  the  next  best,  to  T.  W.  Ward,  of  Shrewsbury,       -       -       -  3  00 

Collections  of  Six  Varieties. 
For  the  best  six  varieties,  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each,  to  Peter 

Fay,  of  Southboro',       -       --       --       --       -  4  oo 

For  the  next  best,  to  C.  W.  Forbush,  of  Grafton,     -       -       -       -  3  00 

For  the  next  best,  to  Jonathan  Forbush,  of  Bolton,      -       -       -  2  00 

Single  Varieties. 
For  the  best  eight  specimens  of  one  variety  of  Autumn  apples,  to  J.  H. 

Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,  for  Leland's  Pippin,  -  -  -  3  00 

For  next  best,  to  Charles  Johnson,  of  Northboro',  for  Porters,        -  2  00 

For  next  best,  to  S.  H.  Coltou,  of  Worcester,  for  Maiden's  Blush,  1  00 
For  the  best  eight  specimens  of  one  variety  of  Winter  Apples,  to  David 

S.  Messinger,  for  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  -  -  -  3  00 

For  next  best,  to  Silas  Forbush,  of  Grafton,  ior  Peck's  Pleasant,  2  09 

For  next  best,  to  W,  H.  Hersey,  of  Grafton,  for  Baldwins,  -  /  1  00 

The  Committee  were  deterred  from  recommending  any  Gratuities, 
not  knowing  where  to  stop.  Among  many  apples,  deserving  a  favor- 
able notice,  was  a  magnificent  plate  of  Ladies'  Sweeting,  from  S. 
Sears,  of  Worcester,  a  fine  plate  of  the  Northern  Spy,  from  Peter 
Fay,  of  Southboro',  beautiful  specimens  of  the  Porter,  from  J.  C. 
Ripley,  B.  H.  Childs,  and  Geo.  A.  Barnard,  of  Worcester  ;  Black 
Gillflower,  (very  fine)  from  D.  M.  Jones,  of  Milford,  Maiden's  Blush, 
from  A.  Howe,  of  Northboro',  beautiful  Mother  apples,  ffcm  J.  C. 
Stone,  Peter  Fay,  and  others,  fine  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  and  Le- 
land's Pippin,' from  several  contributors,  &,c,  &c. 

In  some  of  the  collections,  there  were  very  fine  fruits  which  would 
have  taken  Premiums,  had  it  not  been  that,  by  the  rules  of  the  So- 
ciety, they  were  excluded,  in  consequence  of  a  deficiency  in  the 
number  of  specimens. 

It  is  proper  to  state  also  in  this  connection,  that  the  same  rules 
forbid  fruits  which  take  a  premium  as  a  whole  or  a  part  of  a  collection, 
from  competing  for  any  other  prizes,  except  in  the  class  of  single 
varieties.  Where  other  things  were  equal,  premiums  were  awarded  to 
the  class  of  comparatively  new  varieties  ;  and  where  there  was  no 
chance  for  other  discrimination,  the  premium  was  given  to  the  apple 
of  greatest  value. 

The  Committee  would  tender  their  thanks  to  those  contributors 
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who  generously  gave  their  collections  to  the  Society,  and  thus  as- 
sisted in  strengthening  that  department  of  the  Association,  which  is 
the  efficient  motive  power  of  its  usefulness. 

Many  things  more  might  be  said,  but,  fearing  that  they  may  be 
tedious,  the  Committee  will  bring  this  Report  somewhat  abruptly  to 
a  close. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Apples  exhibited,  as  copied  from  the 
Secretary's  Book  of  Entries: 

Wm.  G.  Hall,  Worcester.    R.  I.  Greening  and  Baldwin. 

Charles  L.  Hartshorn,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  R.  I.  Greening, 
Roxbury  Russet,  Russet  Sweeting,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Leland's 
Pippin,  Porter,  and  Swaar. 

Wm.  S.  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Greening,  Baldwin,  Bellflower, 
Jonathan,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Porter,  Michael  Henry,  Fall  Pip- 
pin, Russet,  Gilliflower,  Danvers  Winter  Sweet,  Nonesuch,  Wine, 
and  four  varieties  unnamed. 

Joseph  Allen,  Northboro'.  King,  Gloria  Mundi,  Porter,  Mother, 
Esopus  Spitzenberg,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Pommewater,  Hubbardston 
Nonesuch,  Lyscom,  Garden  Royal,  Seek  no  Further,  Pumpkin 
Sweeting,  and  one  variety,  unnamed. 

Mrs.  Amos  Brown,  Worcester.    Blue  Pearmain,  Pommewater. 

Amos  Nichols,  Worcester.  Lyscom,  Baldwin,  N.  Y.  Pippin,  and 
one  variety  unnamed. 

Jon  ilhan  Nichols,  Shrewsbury.  Mother,  Harrington  Ornate, 
Warren,  and  one  variety  unnamed. 

Tyler  P.  Curtis,  Worcester.  Nonesuch,  Lyscom,  Balk,  Greening, 
Baldwin,  Pvoxbury  Russet,  Porter,  and  Hervey. 

Mrs.  Hannah  R.  Fay,  Westboro'.    Delaware  Pippin. 

Peter  Fay,  Southboro'.  Andover  Sweeting,  Hubbardston  None- 
such, Kilham  Hill,  Ladies'  Sweeting,  Minister,  Mother,  Northern 
Spy,  Winter  Sweet  Russet,  Green  Bellflower,  Auburn  Winter 
Sweet,  Leicester  Sweeting,  Republican  Sweeting. 

Wm.  Eames,  Worcester.  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  R.  I.  Green- 
ing, Garden  Sweeting,  Sweet  Russet,  Golden  Sweeting. 

Newell  Moore,  Holden.  Hoiden  Pippin,  Pommewater,  Lyscom, 
Winter  Sweet  Russet,  Blue  Pearmain,  Golden  Russet,  Pound  Sweet- 
ing, Fall  Greening,  Orange  Sweeting,  Baldwin,  Golden  Graft. 
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Charles  White,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  Holden  Pippin,  Crab,  and 
one  unnamed. 

Jonas  H.  Allen,  Grafton.  R.  I.  Greening,  Hapgood,  Hubbards- 
ton  Nonesuch,  Pommewater,  Princeton  Sweeting,  Roxbury  Russet, 
Baldwin,  Gilliflower,  and  Leland's  Pippin. 

Asa  H.  Allen,  Shrewsbury.  Porter,  Nonesuch,  Russet  Sweeting, 
Winter  Sweeting,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Leland's  Pippin,  Pommewater, 
King  Sweet,  Gloria  Mundi,  Maiden's  Blush,  Baldwin,  Gilliflower^ 
R.  I.  Greening,  Lyscom,  Roxbury  Russet,  Blue  Pearmain,  Red  Gilli- 
flower, Balk,  Danvers  Sweeting,  and  one  sweet  unnamed. 

J.  H.  Gleason,  Holden.  Sweet  Greening,  R.  I.  Greening,  Sweet 
Russet,  Baldwin,  Bough-Back,  Haven,  Winter  Sweeting,  Holden 
Pippin,  Blue  Pearmain,  and  three  varieties  unnamed. 

Lucius  S.  Allen,  Shrewsbury.  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Lyscom5 
Hamburg,  Gilliflower,  and  one  without  name. 

C.  H.  Warren,  Shrewsbury.  Baldwin. 

Thomas  Rice,  Shrewsbury.  Mother. 

Shepard  Pratt,  Shrewsbury.    Porter,  Flagg  Pippin. 

William  Prince,  Shrewsbury.  Porter. 

Henry  Howe,  Shrewsbury.  Wenham  Sweet,  Conie,  and  one 
unnamed. 

Charles  Whittemore,  Worcester.  Minister. 
John  Nelson,  Leicester.  Hervey. 
Stephen  P.  Champney,  Worcester.  Lyscom. 
Oliver  Adams,  Sutton.    Pall  Hervey. 
Samuel  May,  Leicester.  King. 
Wm.  R.  Sabin,  Millbury.    Gloria  Mundi. 
David  G.  Davis,  Paxton.    One  variety  unnamed. 
Enos  Dorr,  Worcester.    Lyscom,  Roxbury  Russet,  New  York 
Pippin. 

Rev.  A.  Hill,  Worcester.    Lyscom,  Winter  Sweet,  Greening. 

Thos.  W.  Ward,  Shrewsbury.  Seek  no  Further,  Golden  Russet, 
Sweet  Russet,  Egg,  Porter,  Early  Bough,  Fiske  Hill,  Pommewater, 
Spice,  Baldwin,  Mother,  Delcary's  Spice,  Blue  Pearmain,  Golden 
Sweet,  Tift  Sweeting,  Chandler,  Spitzenberg,  Beauty  of  Kent,  R.  I. 
Greening,  Yellow  Greening,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Wine,  Maiden's  Blush, 
Roxbury  Russet,  Lyscom,  Sedgewick,  Red  Harvey,  Winter  Sweet, 
Seedling  Winter  Sweet,  and  three  varieties  unnamed. 

Horatio  Phelps,  Worcester.  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Lyscom, 
Baldwin. 
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E.  M.  Banning,  Worcester.  Leicester  Sweeting,  Pound  Sweeting, 
Mother;  Lafayette  Russet,  Sweet  Russet,  Hamburg,  Gilliflower, 
Lyscom,  Hubbard ston  Nonesuch,  Cogswell,  Baldwin,  Greening, 
Holden  Pippin,  Russet,  Pippin,  and  three  not  named. 

Obadiah  B.  Hadwen,  Worcester.  Mother. 

Pitt  Holmes,  Worcester.  Black  Gilliflower,  Pippin,  Cathead, 
Baldwin,  Tift  Sweeting,  Greening,  Golden  Sweeting,  Nonesuch, 
Spitzenberg,  R.  I.  Greening,  Russet,  Sweet  Russet,  Chandler,  and 
three  varieties  without  names. 

Henry  Fox,  Worcester.    Calville,  Jewett's  Red. 

Benjamin  Walker,  Worcester.  Nonesuch. 

Parley  Holman,  Leicester.  Sweet  Russet,  Greening,  Peck's  Plea- 
sant, Roxbury  Russet,  Baldwin,  and  Seedling. 

Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury.  Hubbard,  Mother,  New  York,  Green- 
ing, Seek  no  further,  Russet,  Bunch  Russet,  Southbridge  Golden 
Russet,  Porter,  Detroit,  Lima,  Spice,  Wheeler,  Rockport  Sweeting, 
Hapgood  Nonesuch,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Sugar  Sweeting,  Lemon 
Greening,  Pearmain,  Hapgood  Sweeting,  Lyscom,  Plimpton,  Ver- 
mont Sweeting,  Seedling,  and  one  other  unnamed  variety. 

Geo.  A.  Barnard,  Worcester.  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Porter, 
Holden  Pippin,  Seedling. 

C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton.  Pommewater,  Roxbury  Russet,  Pound 
Sweeting,  Forbush,  Baldwin,  Tift  Sweeting,  Native  Beauty,  Hervey, 
Sapson,  Know  Nothing,  Queen  Anne,  R.  I.  Greening,  Hubbardston 
Nonesuch,  Dutch  Codlin,  Blue  Pearmain,  Peck's  Pleasant. 

Joel  Knapp,  Sutton.  Knapp's  Hervey,  Greening,  Baldwin,  Rox- 
bury Russet,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Sutton  Beauty,  Nonesuch, 
Peck's  Pleasant,  Connecticut  Pearmain,  Winter  Hervey,  Rock  River 
Sweeting,  R.  I  Pippin,  Leland's  Pippin,  Porter,  Wolverine,  Lyscom, 
Honey  Sweeting,  Tift  Sweeting,  Johnson's  Stripe,  Spice,  Blue  Pear~ 
main,  N.  Y  Pippin,  Newton  Pippin. 

Leonard  Dwinnell,  Millbury.  Kidder,  Winter  Sweeting,  Baldwin r 
Hervey,  and  two  varieties  of  Seedlings. 

J.  L.  WToodward,  Millbury.  Potter  [Leicester]  Sweeting,  Lys- 
com, Lima,  Hervey,  Hamburg,  Blue  Pearmain,  Gravenstein,  Cathead 
Sweeting,  Baldwin,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Democratic  Sweeting. 

J.  H.  Geralds,  Worcester.  Minister,  Hamburg,  and  two  varieties 
unnamed. 

Charles  E.  Hale,  Millbury.    Red  Gilliflower,  Black  do.,  Blanch- 
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ard,  Pommeroyal,  Balk  or  Friar,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Tift 
Sweeting. 

A.  B.  Garfield,  Millbury.    Victoria,  Hervey. 

John  Kingsbury,  Leicester.  Roxbury  Russet,  R.  I.  Greening, 
Early  Greening,  Baldwin,  and  one  unnamed  variety. 

J.  K.  L.  Pickford,  Worcester.  Peck's  Pleasant,  Baldwin,  Rib- 
stone  Pippin,  Blue  Pearmain,  Porter,  Lyscom,  Russet  Pearmain, 
Sweet  Russet. 

James  K.  Pierce,  Worcester.  Crab. 

D.  B.  Comins,  Worcester.  Hamburg. 

D.  S.  Messinger,  Worcester.  Russet  Sweeting,  N.  Y.  Pippin, 
Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Greening,  Spice,  Gravenstein,  Pumpkin 
Sweeting,  and  two  unnamed. 

Benj.  N.  Child,  Worcester.  Mammoth,  Pumpkin  Sweeting,  Hol- 
den  Pippin,  Sweet  Russet,  Northern  Spy,  Greening,  Ribstone  Pip- 
pin, Baldwin,  Roxbury  Russet,  Black  Gilliflower,  Pound  Sweeting, 
Pomroy,  Foundling,  French,  Porter,  Lyscom,  Early  Williams,  Back 
Door,  and  four  varieties  without  names. 

Win.  A.  Eames,  Worcester.    One  variety  without  a  name. 

Dr.  Wm.  Workman,  Worcester.    Hamburg,  R.  I.  Greening. 

Willard  Brown,  Worcester.    Lyscom,  Baldwin. 

Alex.  McCambridge,  Worcester.    Hubbardston  Nonesuch. 

W.  J.  Ross,  Worcester.    Winter  Green  Sweet. 

James  F.  Allen,  Worcester.  Roxbury  Russet,  R.  I.  Greening, 
Baldwin,  Lyscom. 

John  C.  Ripley,  Worcester.  Roxbury  Russet,  Fall  Sweet,  None- 
such, Spice,  R.  I.  Greening,  Balk  or  Friar,  Porter,  Pearmain,  Bald- 
win, Spitzenberg,  Lady,  N.  Y.  Pippin,  Winter  Sweet. 

Samuel  H.  Colton,  Worcester.-  Wolf  Den,  Red  Winter  Sweet, 
Esopus  Spitzenberg,  Golden  Russet,  Seaver  Sweeting,  Maiden's 
Blush,  Northern  Spy,  Pommeroyal,  Randall's  Sweeting,  R.  I.  Green- 
ing, Roxbury  Russet,  Russet  Pearmain,  Hamburg,  Esten,  Fiske, 
Sprague,  Jewett's  Red,  Enfield  Pearmain,  Robinson,  Baldwin,  Bra- 
bant Bellflower,  Fall  Pippin,  Fameuse,  Summer  Rambour,  Graven- 
stein, Holden  Pippin,  Lyscom,  Lady,  Leland's  Pippin,  Mother, 
Nonesuch,  Porter,  Tift  Sweeting,  Tallman  Sweeting,  Yellow  Bell- 
flower,  French  Nonpareil,  Pound  Sweeting,  Hartford  Sweet,  McLel- 
lan,  Hardy,  Progress,  Eustis,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Ladies' 
Sweeting. 
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Levi  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  Porter,  Lyscom,  Nonesuch, 
Ribstone  Pippin,  Bellflower,  Greening,  Russet  Pearmain,  Gloria 
Mundi,  Swaar,  New  York  Fall  Pippin,  Crab,  and  five  unnamed 
Varieties,  one  of  which  appeared  to  be  the  Twenty  Ounce,  or  Cayu-* 
ga  Red  Streak. 

S.  Sears,  "Worcester.  Gloria  Mundi,  Baldwin,  Nonesuch,  R.  L 
Greening,  Sweet  Russet,  Roxbury  Russet,  Sweet  Baldwin,  Northern 
Spy,  Ladies'  Winter  Sweet,  Pommewater,  Early  Bough,  Maiden's 
Blush,  Holden  Pippin,  N.  Y.  Pippin,  Esopus  Spitzenberg,  Vermont, 
Blue  Pearmain,  Danvers  Winter  Sweet,  Richardson,  Lyscom,  Porter? 
Seedling,  Layfayette  Russet,  Ribstone  Pippin. 

Eli  Johnson,  Worcester.  Yellow  Greening,  Gloria  Mundi,  Bald- 
win, Roxbury  Russet,  Spitzenberg,  Black  Gilliflower,  Blue  Pear- 
main, Ribstone  Pippin,  Lyscom,  Sweet  Russet,  Golden  Russet, 
Hervey,  Hamburg,  Northern  Spy,  Mother,  Fall  Greening,  Holden 
Pippin,  Ladies'  Sweeting,  Leicester  Sweeting,  Low  Elder,  Yellow 
Sweet,  Large  Stripe,  Pippin,  R.  I.  Greening,  Puff  Ball,  Nonesuch, 
Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Porter,  and  two  without  names. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  Roxbury  Russet,  Sweet 
Russet,  Greening,  Hamburg,  Porter,  Golden  Graft,  Lady,  Golden 
Crab,  Double  Flowering,  York  Russet,  Danvers  Winter  Sweet, 
Gilliflower,  Nonesuch,  Lyscom,  Northern  Spy,  and  two  without 
names. 

Job  C.  Stone,  Shrewsbury.  Roxbury  Russet,  Lemon  Greening, 
Baldwin,  Esopus  Spitzenberg,  R.  I.  Greening,  Minister,  Yellow 
Bellflower,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Blue  Pearmain,  Black  Gilliflower, 
French,  Bunch  Russet,  Mother,  Flagg  Pippin,  Hubbardston  None- 
such, Russet,  Pearmain,  Leland's  Pippin,  Fall  Hervey,  Hamburg, 
Lyscom,  Porter,  Balk  or  Friar,  Lima,  Maiden's  Blush,  Pommeroyal, 
Ribstone  Pippin,  Striped  Spice,  Holland  Pippin,  Holden  Pippin, 
Sweet  Winter  Russet,  Rockport  Sweeting,  Danvers  Winter  Sweeting, 
Seaver's  Sweeting,  Howe's  Sweet,  Tallman  Sweeting,  Orange  Sweet, 
Pound  Sweet,  Bennington  Sweet,  Wenham  Sweet,  and  one  sweet 
variety  without  a  name. 

Montraville  Flagg,  Boylston.  Hamburg,  Lyscom,  Porter,  Winter 
Sweeting,  Baldwin,  Blue  Pearmain,  Greening,  White  Winter  Sweet, 
Red  Hervey,  Honey  Sweet,  and  two  without  a  name. 

Nathaniel  Paine,  Worcester.  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  N.  Y.  Pip- 
pin, Gloria  Mundi,  Greening,  and  one  without  a  name. 
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Bond  &,  Damon,  North  Brookfield.  One  specimen  of  each  of  the 
following  kinds  :  Ladies'  Sweet,  Eppes  Sweet,  Hunter  Hervey, 
Herefordshire  Pearmain,  Red  Stripe,  Porter,  Sweet  Russet,  Nonesuch, 
Greening,  Gravenstein,  Detroit,  Doctor,  Boxford,  River,  Seedling, 
Queen  Anne,  Sweet,  Minister,  Pumpkin  Sweet.  Golden  Russet,  North- 
ern Spy,  Twenty  Ounce,  Honey  Sweet,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch, 
Cat  Head,  Gillinower,  Crab,  Winter  Golden  Sweet,  Britavi,  Fall 
Sweet,  Grafton  Sweet,  Fall  Soar,  Lyscom,  "Winter  Lyscom,  Spice 
Sweet,  Seaver  Sweet,  Salem  Russet,  Bough,  Leland's  Pippin,  Mor- 
mon Sweet,  Roxbury  Russett,  Vandevere,  Esopus  Spitzenberg, 
Rambo,  Maiden's  Blush,  Yellow  Swaar,  Baldwin,  Mother,  Cogswell, 
No  Core,  Pigeonette,  Lady,  Summer  Calville,  Fall  Pippin,  Sweet, 
Leicester  Sweet,  Sweet  Greening,  Seedling,  Garden  Royal,  Fall 
Greening,  Golden  Sweet,  Sour,  Early  Williams,  Ohio,  Danvers  Sweet, 
Black  Pearmain,  Red  Pearmain,  Russet  Pearmain,  Blue  Pearmain, 
Peck's  Pleasant,  Pound  Sweeting,  Beauty  of  Kent,  Fall  Hervey, 
Strawberry,  R.  I.  Greening,  Hog  Pen,  [Holden  Pippin],  Andover 
Sweet,  N.  Y.  Pippin,  Fall  Spice,  Orange  Sweet,  Winchester  Sweet, 
Pommewater,  and  ten  varieties  without  a  name. 

George  A.  Chamberlain,  Worcester.  Lafayette  Pleasant,  Hub- 
bardston Nonesuch,  Nonesuch,  Sweet  R,usset,  Roxbury  Russet, 
Greening,  Lyscom,  Beef  Steak,  Swaar,  White  Pippin,  Pound,  Duke 
of  Marlboro',  Balk,  English  Pearmain,  Yellow  Pearmain,  Russet 
Pearmain,  Dutchman,  Hunt  Russet,  Spice,  White  Spice,  Baldwin, 
Gleason  Sweeting,  Potter  Sweeting,  Harvard  Sweeting,  Esopus 
Spitzenberg,  W^ine,  Red  GUiflower,  Black  Gillinower,  Lane,  Slocomb 
Sweeting,  Spitzenberg  Hamburg,  Black  Sweeting,  Royal,  Friar. 

Henry  Marble,  Millbury.  Blanchard. 

James  Robinson,  Leicester.    One  unnamed  variety. 

H.  Cheney,  Worcester.  Porter,  Roxbury  Russet,  Hubbardston 
Nonesuch,  Baldwin,  Winter  Sweeting,  Purple  Sweeting,  Gilliflower, 
R.  I.  Greening,  Striped  Harvest,  Detroit,  and  two  varieties  unnamed. 

R.  L.  Hawes,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  Lyscom,  Blush,  Yellow,  Pip- 
pin, R.  I.  Greening,  Roxbury  Russet,  Rams  Horn,  Striped  Sweeting, 
Large  Russet  Sweeting,  Spitzenberg. 

Geo.  Jaques,  Worcester.  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Seaver  Sweet- 
ing, Fameuse. 

Ellis  Burt,  Sutton,  Sweet  Pearmain,  Lyscom,  Blue  Pearmain, 
Beauty,  English  Pearmain,  Spitzenburg,  Newton  Pippin,  Baldwin, 
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Ladies'  Sweeting,  Pound  Sweeting,  Fall  Hervey,  Orange  Sweeting, 
Winter  Gilliflower,  Peck's  Pleasant, 

Charles  Johnson,  Northboro'.  French,  Porter,  Gilliflower,  Seed- 
ling. 

Althina  Howe,  Northboro'.    Maiden's  Blush. 
Charles  Brigham,  Grafton.    Brigham,  Warren,  Phipps,  Dutch 
Codling. 

Tilla  Chaffin,  Holden.  Roxbury  Russet,  Greening,  Baldwin, 
Spitzenberg,  Marlboro',  Rice,  Leland's  Spice,  Coggswell,  Chaffin 
Sweet,  Holden  Pippin. 

Charles  H.  Hill,  Worcester.  Eustis,  Maiden's  Blush,  Pink 
Sweeting,  Green  Sweeting. 

Francis  R.  Herrick,  Mill  bury.  September  Sweeting,  Yellow  Bell- 
flower,  Black  Gilliflower. 

Jonathan  Foibush,  Bolton.  Siberian  Crab,  Lady,  Pound  Winter 
Russet,  Golden  Winter  Sweet,  Nonpareil,  Pommewater,  Long  Winter 
Russet,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Ribstone  Pippin,  Our  Greening, 
Red  Sweet  Russet,  Pippin,  Yellow  Bellflower,  Peck's  Pleasant, 
Mother,  Nonesuch,  Blue  Pearmain,  Spitzenberg,  Newtown  Pippin, 
Baldwin,  Gloria  Mundi,  and  three  varieties  without  names. 

Harvey  Dodge,  Sutton.  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Baldwin,  Ladies' 
Sweeting,  Orange  Sweeting,  R.  I.  Greening,  Ly scorn,  Gilliflower. 

Curtis  Forbush,  Grafton.  Baldwin,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Newtown 
Pippin. 

Silas  Forbush,  Grafton,  Leland's  Pippin,  North  Branch,  Peck's 
Pleasant,  Greening,  Baldwin,  Pound  Sweeting,  Tift  Sweeting,  and 
one  variety  without  a  name. 

Buckley  Snow,  Millbury.    One  unnamed  variety. 

William  B.  Fox,  Worcester.  Pound  Sweeting,  Fall  Greening, 
Pippin,  Greening,  Porter,  Red  Pearmain,  Blue  Pearmain,  Roxbury 
Russet,  Long  Russet,  Maiden's  Blush,  Sweet  Pippin. 

D.  N.  Jones,  Milford.  Baldwin,  Black  Gilliflower,  Hubbardston 
Nonesuch,  Twenty  Ounce. 

Dr.  L.  W.  Curtis,  Southbridge.  Roxbury  Russet,  Sweet  Russet, 
Greening  Russet. 

Benjamin  F.  Aikin,  Millbury.    One  unnamed  variety. 

Thomas  R.  Norcross,  Shrewsbury.  Kilhain  Hill,  Sweet,  Sweet 
Russet,  Porter. 

A.  B.  R.  Sprague,  Worcester.    Lima,  and  one  unnamed  variety. 
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J.  H.  Gerald,  Worcester.  Minister,  Hamburg,  and  two  varieties 
without  names. 

W.  W.  Pratt,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  Lady,  R.  I.  Greening,  and 
one  variety  without  a  name. 

Elijah  Stowe,  Worcester.  Harvey,  Holden  Pippin,  R.  I.  Green- 
ing,  Lyscom,  Gilliflower,  and  one  variety  without  a  name. 

E.  G.  Partridge,  Worcester.    Baldwin,  Mother. 

Seth  Hartwell,  Sutton.    One  unnamed  variety. 

George  A.  Dresser,  Worcester.  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Pennock's 
Red  Winter,  Baldwin,  Greening,  Danvers  Winter  Sweet,  Pomme- 
water,  and  three  varieties  without  names. 

Oliver  Kingsbury,  Leicester.  Early  Greening,  R.  I.  Greening, 
Sugar  Sweeting,  Roxbury  Russet,  Baldwin,  and  one  variety  without 
a  name.t 

Wm.  Garfield,  Shrewsbury.    Sugar  Sweeting. 

Calvin  S.  Thurston,  Grafton.    Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Porter. 

C.  B.  Metcalf,  Worcester.    Lyscom,  and  one  unnamed  variety. 

J.  W.  Blake,  Westboro'.  Dutch  Codling,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Bald- 
win, Roxbury  Russet,  Newark  Pippin,  Greening. 

Elhanan  Batcheller,  Sutton.  Golden  Pippin,  Black  Gilliflower, 
Russet  Pearmain,  Sutton  Beauty,  Baldwin,  Number  One,  R.  I. 
Greening,  and  two  varieties  without  names. 

Caleb  Nourse,  Bolton.  Mother. 

Several  erroneous  names  given  by  contributors  were  discovered  in 
the  above  lists  ;  but  it  has  been  found,  by  experience,  to  be  a  com- 
paratively useless  labor  to  correct  errors  which  almost  always  re-ap- 
pear when  the  year  comes  round  again. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  JAQUES,  Chairman, 
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Report  on  Pears. 

Committee. — D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Chairman  ;  Dr.  Wm.  Work- 
man, S.  P.  Champney,  C.  W.  Forbush,  and  Charles  Whittemore. 

A  spring  of  unusual  promise  gave  good  reason  to  expect  a  more 
fruitful  season.  Probably  in  no  department  of  Agriculture  or  Hor- 
ticulture, did  the  long  protracted  drought  of  the  summer  fall  with 
•  more  blasting  effect  than  upon  the  culture  of  the  Pear.  After  three 
successive  seasons  of  drought,  should  the  next  year  prove  more  favor- 
able, we  may  expect  to  see  upon  our  tables  many  varieties  not  yet 
exhibited  here,  while  many  of  the  older  varieties  will  be  seen  and 
brought  to  a  state  of  perfection,  of  which,  most  of  us  have  but  a 
faint  idea. 

The  Committee  noticed  with  surprise,  that,  while  many  of  the 
most  easily  cultivated  varieties,such  as  the  Eeurre  Diel,  Louise  Bonne 
de  Jersey,  and  Flemish  Beauty,  were  so  ordinary,  that  hardly  a  sam- 
ple of  what,  in  other  seasons,  would  be  considered  fine  specimens, 
were  shown,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Brown  Beurre,  White  Doy- 
enne, Passe  Colmar,  and  others,  of  more  difficult  culture,  were 
exhibited,  which  far  surpassed  the  standard,  bj  which  we  are  accus- 
tomed to  judge  those  varieties.  Facts  like  these,  if  future  experi- 
ence should  confirm  them,  may  suggest  hints  in  planting  the  different 
varieties  which  may  prove  of  great  value. 

Meanwhile,  to  grow  good  Pears,  one  rule  of  universal  application, 
to  all  seasons  and  all  soils,  may  be  given,  viz  :  manure  very  high, 
till  very  deep,  and  thoroughly  under  drain  the  ground. 

The  Exhibition  of  Pears,  considering  the  season  and  our  imper- 
fect mode  of  cultivation,  was  better  than  could  have  been  expected, 
although,  as  compared  with  that  of  the  last  year, it  was  inferior,  both 
in.  the  variety  and  excellence  of  the  specimens. 

For  the  largest  and  best  collection  of  Pears,  the  first  premium  of 
$6  is  awarded  to  John  Milton  Earle,  of  Worcester,  for  his  col- 
lection of  59  varieties. 
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The  second  premium  of  $5  is  awarded  to  Levi  Lincoln,  of  Wor- 
cester, for  37  varieties. 

For  the  best  ten  varieties,  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each,  the 
1st  premium  of  $5,  to  Edward  Earle,  of  Worcester,  for  Seckel, 
Marie  Louise,  Winter  NeJis,  Bartlett,  Beurre  Diel,  Beurre  Bosc, 
Paradise  d'Automne,  Sieulle,  BufTum,  and  Catillac. 

To  Ichaeod  Washburn,  of  Worcester,  the  second  premium  of 
$4  00,  for  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Beurre  Diel,  Glout  Morceau, 
Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Bezi  de  la  Motte,  Bartlett,  Easter  Beurre, 
Dix,  Marie  Louise,  and  Seckel. 

To  George  T.  Hice,  of  Worcester,  the  third  premium  of  $3  00, 
for  Catillac,  Beurre  Diel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Beurre  Bosc, 
Seckel,  Winter  Nelis,  Sieulle,  Brown  Beurre,  Josephine,  and  White 
Doyenne. 

For  the  best  six  varieties  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each, 
the  first  premium  of  $4  00  was  awarded  to  David  S.  Messinger, 
for  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Seckel,  Louise  Bonne 
de  Jersey,  Beurre  Diel,  and  White  Doyenne.  The  second  and  third 
premiums,  for  six  varieties,  were  not  awarded. 

For  the  best  eight  specimens  of  Autumn  pears  of  one  variety,  the 
first  premium  of  $3  00,  was  awarded  to  F.  T.  Merrick,  of  Wor- 
cester, for  Van  Mons  Leon  le  Clerc.  The  second  premium  of  $2  00, 
to  William  Greenleaf,  of  Worcester,  for  Seckel.  The  third 
premium  of  $1  00,  to  John  M.  Earle,  of  Worcester,  for  Urbaniste. 

For  the  best  eight  specimens  of  Winter  pears  of  one  variety,  the 
first  premium  of  $3  00,  was  awarded  to  George  W.  Gill,  of 
Worcester,  for  the  Passe  Colmar.  The  second  premium  of  $2  00, 
to  George  Forbes,  of  Westboro',  for  Beurre  d'Aremberg.  The 
third  premium  of  $1  00,  to  T.  K.  Earle,  of  Worcester,  for  Doy- 
enne Sieulle. 

The  Committee  also  recommend  a  gratuity  of  $2  00,  to  Austin 
Underwood,  of  Westboro',  for  his  collection  of  forty-two  varieties. 
To  Dr.  J.  Porter,  of  North  Brookfield,  a  gratuity  of  $1  00,  for 
his  collection  of  thirty-three  varieties.  To  Mrs.  Hen  ky  Wheeler,  of 
Worcester,  a  gratuity  of  $1  00,  for  her  fine  plate  of  Duchess  d'An- 
gouleme. To  Jona.  Forbush,  of  Bolton,  a  gratuity  of  $1  00,  for 
his  plate  of  Bartlett  pears. 

In  compliance  with  what  was  understood  to  be  the  intention  of 


TRANSACTIONS,  &c. 


25 


the  trustees,  those  to  whom  premiums  were  awarded  for  collections, 
were  excluded  from  the  competition  for  collections  •  of  any  smaller 
number  of  varieties.  It  is  proper,  also,  to  say,  that  the  Committee 
in  awarding  premiums,  excluded  their  own  fruit  from  the  competi- 
tion. 

Eight  hundred  and  twenty-six  plates  of  pears  were  exhibited  by 
eighty-one  different  contributors,  viz. : 
Elijah  Stowe,  Worcester.  Seckel. 

Charles  White,  Worcester.  Fourteen  varieties  —  Louise  Bonne 
de  Jersey,  Seckel,  Henry  IV,  Napoleon,  good,  Vicar  of  Winkfield, 
very  good,  Beurre  Di^l,  Easter  Beurre,  and  seven  unnamed. 

Mrs.  Amos  Brown,  Worcester.    Flemish  Beauty. 

Joseph  Lovell,  Worcester.    Beurre  Diel. 

Henry  R.  Phelps,  Worcester.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  very 
handsome,  Beurre  Gris  d'Hiver  Nouveau. 

Ansel  Lakin,  Worcester.  Seckel,  Glout  Morceau,  Vicar  of  Wink- 
field,  one  Beurre  Diel  weighing  eighteen  and  one-fourth  ounces. 

Henry  Howe,  Shrewsbury.    One  nameless  variety. 

Dr.  O.  H.  Blood,  Worcester.    Fondante  d'Automne,  good. 

Albert  Brown,  Worcester.    Seckel,  Duchess  d'Angouleme. 

Charles  Whittemore,  Worcester.    Swan's  Orange,  Napoleon. 

E.  VV.  Lincoln,  Worcester.    Beurre  Bosc. 

S.  P.  Champney,  Worcester.    Duchess  d'Angouleme,  good,  Ur- 
baniste,  good,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Bartlett,  Seckel. 
C.  M.  Gould,  Worcester.  Napoleon. 

Emory  Bannister,  Worcester.  Seven  varieties — Duchess  d'An- 
gouleme, good,  Bartlett,  St.  Michael,  Beurre  Diel,  Passe  Colmar, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Josephine. 

Thomas  Kinnicutt,  Worcester.  Beurre  Diel,  St.  Michael,  Flemish 
Beauty,  Louise  Bonne  do  Jersey. 

Enos  Dorr,  Worcester.  Capsheaf. 

Rev.  A  Hill,  Worcester.  Beurre  Bos z,  Winter  Nelis,  Stevens's 
Genesee,  good,  Belle  Lucrative,  and  one  nameless. 

Edward  Earle,  Worcester.  Twelve  varieties — Dix,  Passe  Colmar, 
and  ten  other  varieties, — see  list  of  premiums. 

O.  B.  Had  win,  Worcester.  Beune  Diel,  Marie  Louise,  Louise 
Bonne  de  Jersey,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Napoleon,  and  three  unnamed, 

Pitt  Holmes,  Worcester.  Buffum,  Urbaniste,  Passe  Colmar,  anct 
one  nameless. 


26 


TRANSACTIONS,  &c. 


Emory  Washburn,  Worcester.  Seckel,  very  good,  Cumberland, 
Flemish  Beauty. 

Benjamin  Walker,  Worcester.    Seckel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 
Parley  Holman,  Leicester.    Belle  et  Bonne,  Duchess  d'Angou- 
leme. 

George  T.  Rice,  Worcester.  Seventeen  varieties  —  Flemish 
Beauty,  Beurre  d'Angleterre,  Belle  Lucrative,  Duchess  d'Angouleme, 
Dix,  St.  Michael,  Paradise  d'Automne,  and  ten  other  varieties,  (see 
premiums). 

S.  Clapp,  Worcester.  Capsheaf. 

C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton.  Bartlett,  Capiaumont,  St.  Michael, 
Soldat  Laboreur. 

Luther  Spring  2d,  Worcester.    Beurre  Diel,  very  good. 

T.  K.  Earle,  Worcester.  St.  Michael,  Beurre  Diel,  Vicar  of 
Winkneld,  Sieulle.  (Premium). 

S.  P  Miller,  Worcester.  Paradise  d'Automne,  St.  Michael,  and 
one  unnamed. 

J.  K.  L.  Pickford,  Worcester.  Marie  Louise,  Bartlett,  Bleeker's 
Meadow. 

David  S.  Messinger,  Worcester.  Thirteen  varieties — St.  Ghislain, 
Belle  et  Bonne,  Glout  Morceau,  Passe  Colmar,  three  unnamed,  and 
six  other  varieties.    (See  premiums). 

Henry  Goulding,  Worcester.  Napoleon,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Louise 
Bonne  de  Jersey,  and  Beurre  Diel,  good. 

Martin  Stowe,  Worcester.  Striped  Long  Green,  Glout  Morceau, 
very  fine,  and  Van  Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  good. 

John  P.  Kettell,  Worcester.  Brown  Beurre,  very  fine,  Louise 
Bonne  de  Jersey. 

James  R.  Pierce,  Worcester.    St.  Michael. 

Moses  T.  Breck,  Worcester.  Seckel,  Dix,  Beurre  Diel,  Louise 
Bonne  de  Jersey,  and  one  not  named. 

Willard  Brown,  Worcester.    Duchess  d'Angouleme. 

Mrs.  Hemy  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  (gra- 
tuity), Capiaumont,  Flemish  Beauty,  and  three  unnamed. 

George  Forbes,  Westboro'.  Beurre  d'Aremberg,  (premium), 
Beurre  Diel. 

James  F.  Allen,  Worcester.    Glout  Morceau,  and  one  not  named. 

John  C.  Ripley,  Worcester.  Nine  varieties — Paradise  d'Automne 
Seckel,  Winter  Nelis,  Beurre  d'Aremberg,  St.  Michael,  Iron,  Passe 
Colmar,  and  two  others. 
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Samuel  H.  Colton,  Worcester.  Thirty-one  varieties — Andrews, 
BufFum,  Beurre  Bosc,  Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Dix,  Duchess  d'Angou- 
leme,  Suzette  de  Bavay,  Golden  Beurre  of  Bilboa,  Henry  IV,  Iron, . 
very  large,  Louise  Bonne  d' Jersey,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Las  Canas, 
Heathcote,  Abbot's  Seedling,  Beurre  d'Angletcrre,  Winter  Cras- 
sanne,  Passe  Colmar,  Countesse  de  Lunay,  Belle  Lucrative,  Beurre 
Diel,  Capiaumont,  Dunmore,  Fulton,  Glout  Morceau,  Marie  Louise, 
Napoleon,  Seckel,  St.  Michael,  Josephine,  and  one  unnamed. 

Ichabod  Washburn,  Worcester.  Fourteen  varieties  —  BufFum, 
Bleeker's  Meadow,  St.  Michael,  Croft  Castle,  and  ten  other  varieties. 
(See  Premiums.) 

Levi  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Thirty-five  varieties  —  Bon  Chretien 
d'Espagne,  Dix,  Easter  Beurre,  Fondante  d'Automne,  St.  Michael, 
Beurre  Diel,  Charles  of  Austria,  very  good,  Althorpe  Crassanne,  Par- 
adise d'Automne,  St.  Ghislain,  Dunmore,  Duchess  d'Angouleme, 
Belle  et  Bonne,  Flemish  Beauty,  good,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Napoleon, 
Passe  Colmar,  Josephine,  Fulton,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Glout  Morceau, 
Seckel,  Sieulle,  Bartlett,  Urbaniste,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Uve- 
dale's  St.  Germain,  Easter  Bergamot,  Madotte,  Marie  Louise,  Wil- 
kinson, and  four  other  varieties. 

Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Worcester.  Seven  varieties — Beurre  Bosc, 
very  good,  Napoleon,  Flemish  Beauty,  Brown  Beurre,  Dix,  St. 
Michael,  Capiaumont. 

D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Seventy-nine  varieties — Andrews, 
Althorpe  Crassane,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Bonne  des  Zees,  BufFum,  Bur- 
nett, Beurre  Diel,  Beurre  d'Anjou,  Beurre  Duval,  Beurre  Bosc, 
Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Beurre  Langelier,  Bergamot  Sylvange,  Berga- 
mot de  Paques,  Baronne  de  Mello,  Bezy  de  la  Motte,  Bishop's 
Thumb?  Belmont,  Bon  Chretien  d'Espagne,  Belle  de  Grand  Mon- 
tagne,  Beurre  d'Angleterre,  Cumberland,  Capiaumont,  Catillac, 
Charlotte  de  Brouer,  Colmar  d'Aremberg,  Comte  de  Lamy,  Cras- 
sane, Chaumontelle,  Chaumontelle  Nouveau,  Dix,  Dunmore,  Doy- 
enne Gris,  Delices  d'Hardenpont,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Duchess  de 
Mars,  Eyewood,  Easter  Beurre,  Fulton,  Flemish  Beauty,  Fondante 
Agreeable,  Glout  Morceau,  Golden  Beurre  of  Bilboa,  Grand  Soliel, 
Hacon's  Incomparable,  Henry  IV,  Iron,  Jalousie  de  Fontenay, 
Knight's  Monarch,  Lewis,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Long  Green  of 
Automne,  Marie  Louise,  Messire  Jean,  Madotte,  Napoleon,  Passe 
Colmar,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Heine  des  Poirs,  Sieulle,  Seckc^Swan's 
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Orange,  Soldat  Laboureur,  St.  Germain,  St.  Michael,  St.  Michael 
Archange,  St.  Andre,  Triomphe  de  Jodoigne,  Urbaniste,  Viscomte 
de  Spoclberg,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Van  Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  Winter 
Nelis,  Williams,  Washington,  Parfum  d'Hiver,  La  Fortunee,  Gross 
Calebasse. 

Nathaniel  Paine,  Worcester.  Seven  varieties — Benrre  Diel,  St. 
Michael,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Passe  Colmar,  Beurre  Bosc,  good, 
Fulton.  Glout  Morceau. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester.  Twenty  varieties  —  Bartlett, 
Belle  et  Bonne,  Seckel,  Marie  Louise,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Dix, 
good,  Fulton,  Rousselet  de  Rheims,  Easter  Beurre,  Beurre  d'Arem- 
berg,  Belle  Lucrative,  Uvedale's  St  Germaine,  St.  Michael,  Duchess 
d'Angouleme,  Urbaniste,  Doyenne  Oris,  Henry  IV,  and  three  un- 
named varieties. 

S.  Sears,  Worcester.  Bartlett. 

Messrs.  Bond  &  Damon,  of  North  Brookfield,  exhibited  a  sin- 
gle specimen,  each,  of  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-five  varieties  of 
Pears,  but  as  a  portion,  only,  of  them,  were  grown  by  the  exhib- 
tors  and  those  not  designated,  the  Confmittee  could  not  consider 
the  collection,  as  competing  for  premium.  Among  them  were  Buf- 
fum,  Napoleon,  Marie  Louise,  Bonne  des  Zees,  Fulton,  Monarch, 
Passe  Colmar,  Henry  IV,  Brown  Beurre,  Lewis,  Capiaumont,  Easter 
Beurre,  Comte  de  Lamy,  Edwards,  Washington,  Glout  Morceau,  St. 
Michael,  Broom  Park,  Beurre  Langelier,  Urbaniste,  Seckel,  Petre, 
Paradise  d'Automne,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Beurre  d'Anjou,  Columbia,  Andrews,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Cush- 
ing,  Winter  Nelis,  Wilkinson,  Beurre  Beaumont,  Capsheaf,  Iron, 
Colmar  d'Aremberg,  Dix,  Beurre  Bosc,  Beurre  Diel,  &-c. 

George  W.  Gill,  Worcester.  Passe  Colmar,  (premium),  Bartlett, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 

George  Jaques,  Worcester.  Thirty-Five  varieties — Andrews, 
Buffum,  Bartlett,  Beurre  Diel,  Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Conseilleur  Ram- 
uez  Capiaumont,  Colmar  d'Aremberg,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Doy- 
enne Blanc,  Doyenne  Gris,  Doyenne  d'Alencon,  Henry  IV,  Jalousie 
de  Fontenay,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Napoleon  d'Hiver,  Onondaga, 
Prince's  St.  Germain,  Paquency,  Sieulle,  Beurre  Superfin,  Urbaniste, 
Seckel,  Beurre  Van  Mons,  Josephine  de  Malines,  Glout  Morceau, 
Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Winter  Nelis,  Flemish  Beauty  j  Bezi  des  Veter- 
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ans,  Dunmore,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Marie  Louise, 
Verte  Longue,  Charlotte  de  Brower,  Doyenne  Goubault,  Eyewood, 
Fondante  d'Automne,  and  three  not  named. 

Austin  Underwood,  Westboro.  Forty-two  varieties—  Catillac, 
Long  Green,  Long  Green  of  Autumn,  Marie  Louise,  Washington, 
very  goody  Oliver's  Russet,  St.  Ghislain,  Seckel,  Flemish  Beauty, 
Andrews,  lias  Canas,  Countesse  de  Lunay,  White  Doyenne,  Duchesse 
d'Angouleme,  Beurre  Beaumont,  Henry  IV,  Columbia,  Viscompte  de 
Spoelberg,  Beurre  Diel,  Napoleon,  Dutchess  de  Berri,  Belle  Lucra- 
tive, Surpasse  Virgalieu,  Swan's  Orange,  Bartlett,  Doyenne,  Shenks, 
Paquency,  Inconnue  Van  Mons,Sieulle,Triomphe  de  Jodoigne,  Passe 
Colmar,  Beurre  Bosc,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Knight's  Monarch, 
Compte  de  Lamy,  Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Winter  Nelis,  Belle  et  Bonne, 
Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Buffum,  Glout  Morceau. 

Dr.  John  Green,  Worcester.    Figue,  Bix,  St.  Germaine. 

Dr.  J.  Porter,  North  Brookfleld.  Thirty-three  varieties — Bartlett, 
St.  Michael,  Bezi  de  la  Motte,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Hericart, 
St.  Ghislain,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Passe  Colmar,  Glout  Morceau, 
Charles  of  Austria,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Beurre  Bosc,  Dix,  Van 
Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  Urbaniste,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Eyewood,  Flem- 
ish Beauty,  Belle  Lucrative,  Beurre  d'  Aremberg,  Marie  Louise, 
Oswego  Beurre,  Golden  Beurre  of  Bilboa,  Sieulle,  Beurre  Diel, 
Doyenne  Goubault,  Beurre  d'Anjou,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Washington, 
Thompson,  Henry  IV,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Nouveau  Poiteau. 

Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,  Worcester.  Washington. 

J.  Forbush,  Bolton.    Bartlett,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 

L.  S.  Watson,  Leicester.  Bartlett. 

John  Milton  Earle,  Worcester.  Fifty-nine  varieties — Ananas, 
Andrews,  Alexander  Bivort,  Bartlett,  Belle  Lucrative,  Belle  et  Bonne, 
Beurre  Bosc,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Beurre  Diel, 
Beurre  Goubault,  Beurre  Langelier,  Beurre  Millet,  Bezi  des  Veter- 
ans, Bezi  de  Montigny,  Bleeker's  Meadow,  Buffum,  Capiaumont, 
Chaumontelle,  Dix,  Doyenne  Boussock,  Doyenne  Goubault,  Duch- 
ess d'Angouleme,  Flemish  Beauty,  Glout  Morceau,  Josephine,  Las 
Canas,  Lawrence,  good,  Lewis,  Long  Green,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jer- 
sey, Louise  de  Prusse,  Madotte,  Marie  Louise,  fine,  Oliver's  Russet, 
Swan's  Orange,  or  Onondaga,  fine,  Oswego  Beurre,  Paradise  d'Au- 
tomne, Passe  Colmar,  Petite  d'Hiver,  Pitts's  Prolific,  Rivers's  New 
Winter  Beurre,  Rousselet  de  Rheims,  Rushmore's  Bon  Chretien, 
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St.  Ghislain,  St.  Michael,  Seckel,  Surpasse  Virgalieu,  Urbaniste, 
(Premium,)  Van  Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Verte 
Longue  d'Automne,  Winter  Nelis,  Catillac,  and  five  nameless. 

George  A.  Dresser,  Worcester.  Nine  varieties — Beurre  Diel, 
Passe  Colmar,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  St.  Michael,  Napoleon,  Louise 
Bonne  de  Jersey,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Easter  Beurre,  Belle  et  Bonne. 

E.  G.  Partridge,  Worcester.    Duchess  d'Angouleme,  fine. 

Ellis  Burt,  Sutton,  Chelmsford,  Marie  Louise,  Capsheaf,  Knight's 
Monarch,  Queen  of  the  Low  Countries. 

W.  W.  Pratt,  Worcester.  Green  Sugar,  Figue,  and  five  varieties 
unnamed. 

Dr.  Wm.  Workman,  Worcester.  Flemish  Beauty,  Louise  Bonne 
de  Jersey. 

F.  H.  Dewey,  Worcester.  Sixteen  varieties — Bartlett,  Seckel, 
Beurre  Bosc,  Flemish  Beauty,  Sieulle,  Passe  Colmar,  Glout  Morceau, 
Urbaniste,  Brow  Beurre,  Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Capiaumont,  Josephine, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Fondante  d'Au- 
tomne, Compte  de  Lamy. 

James  A.  Whipple,  Worcester.    Belle  et  Bonne. 

B.  F.  Heywood,  Worcester.  Adams. 

Lemuel  Smith,  Worcester.  St.  Michael,  (very  good,)  Heathcote, 
Beurre  Bosc,  and  seven  nameless. 

Wm.  B.  Fox,  Worcester.  Eleven  varieties — Vicar  of  Winkfield, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Glout  Morceau,  Seckel,  Beurre  Diel,  Bell, 
Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Bon  Chretien,  and  three  nameless. 

Joseph  Edgecombe,  Worcester.    St.  Michael,  Suzette  de  Bavay. 

E.  L.  Brigham,  Worcester.    St.  Michael,  (good.) 

Joseph  Lovell  Jr.,  Worcester.  Beurre  Bosc,  (very  good,)  Beurre 
Diel. 

William  Greenleaf,  Worcester.  St.  Michael,  Catillac,  Seckel, 
(premium.) 

C.  H.  Hill,  Worcester.    Seckel,  (good.) 

Anthony  Chase,  Worcester.  Althorpe  Crassane,  Catillac,  Beurre 
Diel,  Beurre  Bosc. 

C.  B.  Metcalf,  Golden  Beurre  of  Bilboa,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 

Edward  Southwick,  Worcester.    Angleterre  de  Noisette. 

Joel  Davis,  Worcester.    Duchess  d'Angouleme. 

A.  L.  Doane,  Worcester.  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  weighing  21  1-2 
ounces. 
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T.  Prentiss  Allen,  Sterling.    Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Beurre  Diel. 

F.  T.  Merrick,  Worcester.  Van  Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  (premium,) 
Flemish  Beauty,  Passe  Colmar,  Catillac,  Josephine,  Marie  Louise, 
St.  Michael,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Napoleon,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Beurre  Diel,  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Glout  Morceau,  Easter  Beurre. 

D.  WALDO  LINCOLN,  Chairman. 


3a 


TRANSACTIONS,  &c. 


Report  on  All  Other  Fruits. 

The  Committee  on  all  other  Fruits  beg  leave  to  report  in  their 
several  departments,  as  follows : 

Peaches. — The  Show  of  Peaches,  for  this  year,  has  been  neces- 
sarily meagre,  on  account  of  the  drought  and  lateness  of  the  season. 
The  specimens  of  the  late  varieties  were,  however,  quite  equal  to 
those  of  former  years,  especially  of  the  Late  Crawford  and  Kenrick's 
Heath.  The  lateness  of  the  season,  of  course,  prevented  all  the 
fine  early  varieties  from  appearance  at  the  annual  show,  but  the  sub- 
joined list  will  show  that  in  variety,  as  well  as  in  quality,  the  show 
was  at  least  creditable. 

Charles  White,  Worcester.    Late  Crawford. 

A.  H.Allen,  Shrewsbury.    Late  Crawford,  very  fine. 

Alzirus  Brown,  Worcester.    Blood  Peaches. 

Obadiah  B.  Hadwen,  Worcester.  Late  Crawford,  Seedling,  Ken- 
rick's Heath,  Seedling  Clingstone,  and  Golden  Purple,  fine. 

Parley  Holman,  Leicester.    Late  Crawford. 

N.  Randolph,  Worcester.    Morris's  White, 

Mrs.  Wm.  Dickinson,  Worcester.    Late  Crawford. 

George  A.  Brown,  Worcester.    Late  Crawford. 

Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury.  Seedling,  Late  Crawford,  Blood  Peach, 
Allen's  Seedling. 

C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton.    White  Rareripe,  Late  Crawford. 

Leonard  Dwinel,  Millbury.    Seedling  Peaches. 

S.  P.  Miller,  Worcester.    Late  Crawford. 

Martin  Stowe,  Worcester.    Blood  Peach. 

Wm.  A.  Eamea,  Worcester.  Morris's  White,  Clingstone,  Late 
Crawford. 

Dr.  Workman,  Worcester.    Late  Crawford,  Frost. 

W.  J.  Ross,  Worcester.    Garbert  Melcoton,  Early  Clingstone. 

H.  Cheeney,  Worcester.    Melocoton  Peaches. 

Wm.  R.  Hooper,  Worcester.    Late  Crawford,  very  fine. 

George  Jaquaa,  Worcester.    Blood  Peach,  Jaques  Peach. 
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Wm.  M.  Bickford,] Worcester.  Late^Crawford,  George  IV,  Mor- 
ris's White,  Nameless. 

Charles  Brigham,  Grafton.J  Blood  Peach,  and  Nameless. 

Eli  Johnson,  Worcester.    Melocoton,  Black's  Seedling. 

D.  S.  Messinger,  Worcester.  Late  Crawford,  Smock  Freestone, 
Late  Melocoton,  Snow  Peach,  Brevoort's  Morris,  Green  Cathrine, 
Yellow  Admirable. 

D.  E.  Jewett,  Westboro'.    Late  Melocoton. 

George  A.  Dresser,  Worcester.    Ten  varieties. 

W.  W.  Pratt,  Worcester.    Late  Crawford. 

Thos.  R.  Noreross,  Shrewsbury.   Two  varieties  Seedling  Peaches. 
D.  N.  Jones,  Milford.    New  Jersey  Peaches. 
Hollis  Holden,  Shrewsbury.    Late  Crawford,  Frost  Peaches. 
Ichabod  Washburn,  Worcester.    Perkins's  Seedling  Nectarine. 
Joseph  Thurston,  Worcester.    Lemon  Clingstone. 
Curtis  Forbush,  Grafton.    Seedling  Clingstone,  Lemon  Cling- 
stone, Late  Crawford. 

Rodney  A.  Field,  Worcester.    Late  Crawford,  very  fine. 

C.  B.  Metcalf,  Worcester.    Late  Crawford,  very  fine. 

Wm.  S.  Lincoln,  Worcester.    Peaches,  twenty-one  varieties. 

The  premiums  on  Peaches  have  been  awarded  as  follows : 

For  the  best  collection,  $3  00,  to  D.  S.  Messinger,  Worcester. 

For  second  best  collection,  $2  00,  to  Geo.  A.  Dresser,  Worcester. 

For  the  third  best  collection,  $1  00,  to  O.  B.  Hadwen,  Worcester. 

For  the  best  dish  of  ten  specimens,  $2  00,  to  A.  H.  Allen, 
Shrewsbury,  for  Crawford. 

For  the  second  best  dish  of  ten  specimens,  $1  50,  to  Lewis  Big- 
elow,  Worcester,  for  Crawford. 

For  the  third  best  dibh  often  specimens,  $1  00,  to  O.  B.  Hadwen, 
Worcester,  for  Kenrick's  Heath. 

Plums. — All  the  specimens  of  Plums  shown  this  year,  were  good, 
and  the  varieties  choice,  and  well  worthy  of  general  cultivation.  Of 
course,  the  lateness  of  the  season  prevents,  always,  a  full  show  of  this 
fine  fruit. 

S.  P.  Miller,  Worcester,  exhibited  Coe's  Golden  Drop. 
Mrs.  Henry  Wheeler,  Worcester.    Coe's  Golden  Drop. 
Geo.  Jaques,  Worcester.    Coe's  Golden  Drop. 
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Wm.  M.  Bickford,  Worcester.  Coe's  Golden  Drop,  Nameless, 
Plum,  Green  Gage. 

Austin  Underwood,  Westboro'.  Kirke  Plum,  Reine  Claude  de 
Bavay,  Coe's  Golden  Drop,  Jefferson,  Green  Gage,  Frost  Gage,  Im- 
perial Gage,  Bleecker's  Gage,  Blue  Imperatrice,  Apple  Plum,  and  one 
Nameless. 

Charles  Johnson,  Northboro'.    Coe's  Golden  Drop. 

The  premiums  on  Plums  have  been  awarded  as  follows : 

For  the  best  collection,  $2  00,  to  A.  Underwood,  Westboro'. 

For  the  best  dish,  twelve  specimens,  $1  50,  to  Charles  Johnson, 
Northboro',  for  Coe's  Golden  Drop. 

For  the  second  best  dish,  twelve  specimens,  $1  00,  to  Wm.  M. 
Bickford,  Worcester,  for  Green  Gage. 

Quinces. — The  varieties  of  Quinces  at  our  show,  is  always  lim- 
ited to  two  or  three.  The  specimens  shown  were  all  very  large  and 
fair,  better  than  have  ever  been  seen  on  our  tables,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee. 

The  following  persons  were  the  contributors ; 

Wm.  S.  Lincoln,  Worcester ;  Chas.  White,  Worcester  ;  A.  II 
Allen,  Shrewsbury;  Dr.  Martin,  Worcester;  S.  P.  Champney,  do 
Emory  Bannister,  do  ;  Stephen  Salisbury,  do  ;  Silas  Allen,  Shrews- 
bury ;  Charles  E.  Hale,  Millbury  ;  Chas.  Brigham,  Grafton  ;  Job  C. 
Stone,  Shrewsbury  ;  Levi  Lincoln,  Worcester ;  H.  K.  Potter,  Graf- 
ton ;  Benj.  F.  Aiken,  Millbury  ;  Anthony  Chase,  Worcester  ;  Curtis 
Forbush,  Grafton  ;  Harvey  Dodge,  Sutton. 

The  premiums  on  Quinces  have  been  awarded  as  follows  : 

For  the  best  variety,  $2,  to  Charles  Brigham,  Grafton. 

For  the  best  dish,  12  specimens,  $1,  to  Job  C.  Stone,  Shrewsbury. 

Grupes. — The  pride  of  our  department  of  the  show,  was,  this 
year,  in  the  exhibition  of  Grapes,  and  we  think  that  no  annual  fair 
has  exceeded  it,  in  the  extent  and  variety  of  this  fine  fruit.  The 
present  season  has  been  favorable  to  the  ripening  of  the  grape,  and 
our  specimens  come  to  us,  this  year,  much  more  matured  than  is 
common  for  the  early  season  of  the  year. 

The  following  persons  were  the  contributors  in  this  department  : 

Ichabod  Washburn,  Worcester.    White  Sweetwater. 

Henry  A.  Phelps,  Worcester.  Isabella. 
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E»  W.  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Isabella. 
E.  M.  Gould,  Worcester.  Native. 
S.  P.  Champney,  Worcester.  Isabella. 
Enos  Dorr,  Worcester.  Isabella. 
George  T.  Rice,  Worcester.  Isabella* 
Geo.  A.  Braman,  Worcester.  Isabella. 
T.  K.  Earle,  Worcester.  Isabella. 

Charles  Hale,  Millbury.  Black  Hamburg,  Sweetwater,  Blackstone. 
D.  S.  Messinger,  Worcester.  Isabella. 
J.  H.  Moore,  Charlton.    Blackstone,  Fitchburg. 
Geo.  H.  Estabrook,  Worcester.  Isabella. 
Mrs.  Henry  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Isabella. 
George  Jaques,  Worcester.  Isabella. 
Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Worcester.    Black  Hamburg. 
Chas.  Thurber,  Worcester.    Black  Hamburg,  grown  in  open  air, 
very  fine. 

Wm.  M.  Bickford,  Worcester.  Isabella, 
Chas.  Johnson,  Northboro'.  Isabella. 

Bond  &  Damon,  ^orth  Brookfield.  Isabella,  Charter  Oak, 
Stetson's  No.  4,  Concord  Grapes. 

I.  Forbush,  Bolton.  Isabella. 

P.  D.  Tiffany,  Worcester.    Black  Hamburg. 

D.  N.  Jones,  Milford.    Black  Hamburg,  Isabella. 

Hollis  Holden,  Shrewsbury.  Isabella. 

I.  H.  Stiles,  Grafton.  Catawba. 

Mrs.  B.  Taft,  Uxbridge.    Whit  e  Sweetwater. 

Ichabod  Washburn,  Worcester.  Black  Hamburg,  Muscat  of 
Alexandria,  Sweetwater. 

Curtis  Forbush,  Grafton.  Isabella. 

Joseph  Edgecomb,  Worcester.    Charter  Oak. 

N.  R.  Parkhurst,  Worcester.  Isabella. 

Calvin  S.  Thurston,  Grafton.  Isabella. 

Dr.  O.  Martin,  Worcester.  Catawba. 

The  premiums  for  Grapes,  are  awarded  as  follows  : 

For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  grown  under  glass,  premium 
of  $2,  to  Ichabod  Washburn,  of  Worcester. 

For  the  best  Isabellas,  $2,  to  Curtis  Forbush,  of  Grafton. 

Best  specimen  of  native  Grapes,  worthy  of  cultivation,  $2,  to  J. 
H.  Moore,  of  Charlton,  for  the  Fitchburg  Grape. 
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No  entries  of  new  Seedling  varieties. 
Best  Sweetwaters;  Charles  Hale,  81. 

Fine  Cranberries  were  exhibited  by  Messrs.  Curtis  Forbush,  of 
Grafton,  and  Ellis  Burt,  of  Sutton,  but  the  Committee  could  not 
ascertain  whether  they  were  wild  or  cultivated,  and,  therefore, 
could  not  recommend  them  the  gratuity,  which  it  may  be  they 
deserved. 

Mr.  S.  P.  Champney,  of  Worcester,  exhibited  a  large  collection 
of  Preserved  Fruits,  including  Cherries,  Currants,  and  Gooseberries, 
which  added  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  tables,  and  for  which,  he 
■will  please  accept  the  thanks  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  P.  D.  Tiffany  exhibited  a  plate  of  well  ripened  Figs,  which 
the  Committee  tasted,  and  voted  him  their  thanks. 

Grape  Wine,  of  a  superior  quality,  was  shewn  by  Moses  Ruggles, 
of  Hardwick,  and  Wm.  H.  Henry,  of  Grafton.  Both  speci- 
mens were  manufactured  from  the  juice  of  our  native  Grapes,  with- 
out admixture  of  any  foreign  wine,  or  spirit.  That  shewn  by  Mr. 
Henry  was  of  the  growth  of  1859.  After  tasting,  and  re-tasting, 
and  tasting  again,  the  Committee  were  forced  to  give  the  preference 
to  that  of  Mr.  Henry,  and  recommend  to  him  a  gratuity  of  $1. 

Most  excellent  Currant  Wine  was  submitted  to  the  tasting  power 
of  the  Committee,  by  Mr.  Joseph  Lovell  Jr.,  of  Worcester,  and  they 
also  recommend  a  gratuity  of  $1,  not  to  Mr.  Lovell,  but  to  his 
wife,  the  excellent  Mrs.  Lovell,  who  made  the  wine. 

A  gratuity  of  $1  is  also  recommended  to  B.  F.  Thomas,  of  Wor- 
cester, for  his  magnificent  Black  Hamburg  Grapes.  The  best  col- 
lection grown  under  glass,  only,  being  open  to  competition  for 
premium. 

Special  notice  is  also  recommended,  for  the  fine  specimen  of 
Black  Hamburg  Grapes,  grown  in  open  air,  by  Mr.  Charles  Thurber, 
of  Worcester,  and  the  Committee,  after  tasting  the  same,  would 
earnestly  inquire,  how  he  did  it? 

Dr.  O.  Martin,  of  Worcester,  exhibited  some  fine  and  perfectly 
ripened  Catawba  Grapes,  which  the  tasting  Committee,  assisted  by 
several  ladies  of  most  excellent  taste,  pronounced  very  superior,  and 
finer  than  any  Isabellas  at  the  show. 

The  Committee  would  present  their  thanks  to  Dr.  Martin,  and 
strongly  recommend  the  Society  to  encourage  the  culture  of  this 
most  excellent  variety,  by  adding  it  to  the  premium  lists. 
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The  Committee,  in  behalf  of  the  Society,  would,  in  conclusion, 
present  their  thanks  to  the  gentlemen,  who,  being  called  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  to  serve  on  the  Committee,  so  readily  sacrificed  their 
time  and  comfort,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society,  and  their  especial 
thanks  to  the  ladies,  who  so  kindly  volunteered  to  assist  the  tasting 
Committee  on  all  other  Fruits. 

RUFUS  WOODWARD, 

Chairman,  for  the  Committee, 
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Repokt  on  Vegetables. 

The  Committee  on  Vegetables,  having  attended  to  the  duties  of 
their  appointment,  would  respectfully  report,  that,  owing  to  the  ex- 
treme drought,  which  prevailed  during  that  part  of  the  season  when 
Garden  Vegetables  make  their  principal  growth,  the  exhibition  in  this 
department  was  not  so  large  as  last  year,  nor  as  we  hope  to  see  it 
hereafter.  Yet  the  specimens  that  were  exhibited  shew  a  steady 
improvement,  justifying,  in  our  opinion,  the  continuance  of  the 
bounty  of  the  Society. 

The  whole  number  of  Contributors,  this  year,  was  28,  and  the 
number  of  Entries,  116,  as  follows  : 

A.  H.  Allen,  Shrewsbury.    Four  Drumhead  Cabbages. 

O.  B.  Stevens,  E.  Douglas.    Three  mammoth  Squashes. 

J.  R  Pierce,  Worcester.    Three  mammoth  Squashes. 

O.  Kingsbury,  Leicester.    Nutmeg  Squash,  Marrow  do.,  Turnips 

Sereno  H.  Perry,  Worcester.    W.  I,  Beans, 

Aaron  Billing,  Worcester.    Strawberry  Tomato. 

C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton.  Cabbages,  Sugar  Pumpkins,  10  Squashes- 
from  one  vine,  Large  Leland  Squash,  34  lbs.,  Carrots,  Celery. 

S.  Salisbury,  Worcester.    Black  Kidney  Potato. 
Leonard  Dwinel,  Millbury.    One  Pumpkin. 
Mrs.  Henry  Wheeler,  Worcester.    One  Gourd. 

D.  H.  Hyde,  Worcester.    Citron  Melons. 

Wm.  M.  Bickford,  Worcester.  Turnip  Beet,  Orange,  Early  Horn, 
and  White  Belgian  Carrot,  Sugar  Parsnip,  Salsafy,  Caula  Rapa, 
Watermelon,  Citron  Melon,  Peppers,  Mammoth,  Apple,  Pear,  and 
Cherry  Tomatoes,  Sweet,  Evergreen,  Egyptian,  and  Black  Corn, 
Lima,  Horticultural,  White  Sieva,  and  String  Beans,  Martynias, 
Okra,  Summer  Squash,  Onions,  Egg  Plant,  Kentucky  Coffee,  Cur- 
rants, Beets. 

S.  Sears,  Worcester.  Blood  Turnip  Beets,  Tomatoes. 
Eli  Johnson,  Worcester.    Seedling  Potatoes,  Sweet  Corn,  Pump- 
kins, Squashes,  Cayenne  and  Mountain  Peppers, 
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E.  W.  Richards,  Lancaster.    Serpentine  Cucumber,  Pea  Nuts. 
S.  V.  Stone,  Worcester.    Potatoes,  fcrookneck  Squashes. 
Thos.  R.  Norcross,  Shrewsbury.    Winter  Squashes. 
Wm.  B.  Fox,  Worcester.    Purple  and  White  Egg  Plants,  Per- 
sian Melon. 

E.  M.  Banning,  Worcester.    Ruta  Baga,  and  English  Turnips, 
Carrots,  Wood,  Porter,  and  Black  Potatoes. 
Waldo  Flagg,  Worcester.  Squash. 

Ichabod  Washburn,  Worcester.  Wythe's  Blood,  Early  Blood 
Turnip,  and  French  Beets,  Orange  Carrot,  Caula  Rapa,  Red  Solid, 
Cole's  New  Dwarf  White  Solid,  and  Lyon's  Paris  White  Solid  Cel- 
ery, White  Lima,  Speckled  Lima,  Saba,  French,  and  Snowden's 
Horticultural  Beans,  Green  Curled  Endive,  Purple  and  White  Egg 
Plants,  Okra,  Squash  Pepper,  Stowell's  Evergreen  Corn,  Marrow 
Squash,  French  Sorrel,  Large  Apple,  Mammoth,  Large  Yellow, 
Small  Yellow,  and  Early  Apple  Tomatoes,  Red  English  Turnips, 
Sweet  Potatoes. 

S.  V.  Stone,  Worcester.  Mangel  Wurtzel,  Carrots,  and  Swedish 
and  English  Turnips. 

Henry  Eaton,  Worcester.    Seedling  Potatoes,  Danvers  Onions. 

Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury.  St.  Helena,  Rutland  Red,  Hapgood, 
and  Allen  Potatoes,  and  Sweet  Corn. 

Edward  Proctor,  Spencer.    Winter  Squash. 

A.  N.  Streeter,  Northboro'.    Long  W.  I.  Cucumber. 

In  adjudging  the  premiums,  your  Committee  hesitated  between  the 
two  very  fine  collections  of  Wm.  M.  Bickford,  and  Ichabod  Wash- 
burn, and  finally  decided  in  favor  of  giving  the  first  Premium  to 
the  former,  only  by  the  fact,  that  it  was  a  trifle  the  largest.  The 
second  Premium  of  $3,00  was  of  course  adjudged  to  I.  Washburn. 
No  other  collection  was  deemed  entitled  to  the  third  Premium. 

For  the  best  Seedling  Pota  toes,  the  premium  of  two  dollars  was 
adjudged  to  Eli  Johnson,  for  his  very  fine  reds.  These  have  been 
proved,  on  trial,  to  be  of  a  very  excellent  quality,  and  are  represented 
to  be  productive.  Other  specimens  of  new  varieties  were  present, 
but  your  Committee  were  not  informed,  whether  they  were  originated 
by  the  Contributors. 

There  were  but  two  Canada  Crookneck  Squashes  exhibited,  no 
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one,  therefore,  is  entitled  to  the  premium.  There  were  no  pure 
Marrow  Squashes  exhibited,  'all  of  them  being  more  or  less  mixed 
with  other  varieties,  yet,  as  some  of  them  approached  somewhat  to 
purity,  your  Committee  did  not  feel  authorized  to  withhold  the  pre- 
mium. They  adjudged  it,  therefore,  to  C.  W.  Forbush,  Esq.,  whose 
specimens  were  the  best  on  our  tables.  We  cannot  but  express  our 
regret,  that  this  superior  vegetable  has  been  suffered  to  become  so 
much  mixed  and  deteriorated,  in  this  vicinity,  and  would  recommend, 
that  the  seed  be  renewed  from  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  where  it  is 
raised  in  great  purity  and  excellence.  They  would  recommend,  also, 
that  hereafter,  the  offer  of  premium  should  be  confined  to  those  that 
are  strictly  pure. 

For  the  best  Celery,  we  had  no  hesitation  in  awarding  the  premi- 
um to  I.  Washburn,  although  the  other  specimens  presented  were 
very  good. 

The  Savoy  Cabbages  of  C.  W.  Forbush  were  very  large  and  fine, 
as  were  also  the  Drumheads  of  A.  H.  Allen,  and  both  are  entitled  to 
the  premiums. 

The  Pumpkins  of  E.  M.  Banning,  being  superior  specimens  of 
the  common  field  variety,  were  considered  as  entitled  to  the  pre- 
mium, although  the  Sugar  Pumpkins  of  C.  W.  Forbush  were  very 
handsome  and  good. 

For  Turnips,  also,  Mr.  Banning  distanced  competition,  and  is  en- 
titled to  the  premium. 

There  was  more  doubt  in  the  minds  of  your  Committee,  how  the 
premium  on  Table  Beets  should  be  given.  Those  of  I.  Washburn 
were  not  all  of  one  kind,  and  constituted  a  part  of  a  collection,  to 
which  a  premium  had  been  adjudged ;  but,  as  they  were  decidedly 
the  handsomest  and  best  in  the  exhibition,  we  did  not  feel  authorized 
to  impose  any  restriction  or  condition,  not  fixed  by  the  Trustees,  and 
therefore  unanimously  recommend  that  the  premium  of  $1  be  award- 
ed to  him.  With  the  same  unanimity,  we  recommend  that  the  pre- 
mium of  $1,  for  Beets  of  field  culture,  be  awarded  to  E.  M.  Banning. 

The  premium  for  the  best  Sweet  Corn,  not  less  than  six  ears,  is 
adjudged  to  Wm.  M.  Bickford.  The  Sweet  Corn  of  Capt  Silas 
Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,  was  considered  the  best  in  the  exhibition,  but 
was  deficient  in  the  quantity  required  for  a  premium. 

There  being  some  premiums  not  awarded,  we  recommend  that  the 
amount  of  $3  be  equally  divided,  as  follows  : 
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To  O.  B.  Stevens,  of  East  Douglas,  for  three  squashes  grown  on 
one  vine,  weighing,  severally,  44,  53J,'  and  73J  lbs.,  making  in  the 
aggregate  171  lbs.;  to  J.  R.  Pierce,  of  Worcester,  for  three  large 
Squashes,  weighing  42,  59,  and  62J  lbs.;  and  to  Wm.  R.  Norcross, 
of  Shrewsbury,  for  four  very  large  Squashes,  of  which  the  weight 
was  not  given. 


RECAPITULATION. 
William  M.  Bickford,  for  the  largest  and  best  collection — 1st  Premium,  $4,00 


I.  Washburn,  for  next  best— 2d  Premium,  ....  3,00 

3d,  Premium  not  awarded. 
Eli  Johnson,  for  best  Seedling  Potatoes,  ....  2,00 

For  Canada  Crook  neck  Squashes,  not  awarded. 

C.  W.  Forbush,  for  best  three  Marrow  Squashes,  .          .          .  2,00 

I.  Washburn,  for  the  best  three  Roots  of  Celery,        .          .  .  2,00 

C.  W.  Forbush,  for  the  best  three  Savoy  Cabbages,          .          .  1,00 

Asa  H.  Allen,  for  the  best  three  Drumhead  Cabbages,  .          .  .  1,00 

Eli  Johnson,  for  the  best  three  Pumpkins,   ....  1,00 

E.  M.  Banning,  for  the  best  collection  of  Turnips,         .          .  .  2,00 

I.  Washburn,  for  the  best  Table  Beets,  ....  1,00 
E.  M.  Banning,  for  the  best  Field  Beets,          ....  1,00 

Wm.  M.  Bickford,  for  the  best  Sweet  Corn,          .          .       .  1,00 

GRATUITIES. 

O.  B.  Stevens,  E.  Douglas,  for  3  Squashes,  .  .  .  $1,00 
J.  R.  Pierce,  Worcester,  for  3  Squashes,  ....  1,00 
Wm.  R.  Norcross,  4  Squashes,  Shrewsbury,       .       .       .  1,00 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  MILTON  EARLE, 
Chairman ,  for  the  Committee. 
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Report  on  Flowers  and  Decorations. 

The  Committee  on  Flowers  and  Decorations,  respectfully  report, 
that  the  Hall,  was  not  in  the  hands  of  the  Society  long  enough  before 
the  Exhibition,  to  enable  members  to  take  much  pains  in  decorating 
the  walls.  The  display  of  Garden  Flowers  was  fine,  considering  the 
lateness  of  the  season — and  the  Green  House  furnished  some  good 
contributions. 

Asters. — Mrs.  Canfield  displayed  one  Stand  of  Asters,  to  which 
we  recommend  the  prize  for  the  best  display  of  Asters.  The  im- 
provement which  a  few  years  have  produced  in  this  fine  autumn 
flower,  now  quite  indispensable,  was  well  represented  in  the  different 
stands  exhibited.  Mrs.  Canfield's  seed  was  collected  by  herself  from 
her  own  garden,  last  year. 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Champney,  of  Worcester,  displayed  beautiful  Asters. 

Mr.  I.  Washburn  exhibited  some  fine  Asters  in  a  well  executed 
design. 

Roses. — Mrs.  D.  W.  Lincoln  contributed  one  basket  and  two 
dishes  of  "Cut  Flowers/'  which  were,  in  fact,  a  collection  of  our 
best  Roses.  We  recommend  this  collection  for  the  premium  for 
Roses. 

Mrs.  G.  T.  Rice  exhibited  some  beautiful  Roses  grown  in  the 
open  air,  in  a  collection  of  very  fine  Cut  Flowers. 

Dahlias  — Mrs.  P.  Dexter  Tiffany  exhibited  three  stands  of  fine' 
Dahlias,  which  we  recommend  as  entitled  to  the  premium  for  Dahlias. 

Miss  J.  Greenleaf  exhibited  a  stand  of  very  beautiful  Dahlias,  in 
which  were  some  flowers  of  singular  beauty.  We  recommend  a 
gratuity,  for  fine  Dahlias,  of  one  dollar,  for  this  stand. 

Bouquets. — For  "Bouquets  suitable  for  the  parlor,"  we  had  not 
so  many  competitors  as  we  could  wish.  We  understand  the  object 
of  offering  this  prize,  to  be,  competition  in  arranging,  not  in  growing, 
flowers.  Persons  who  have  not  a  very  wide  variety  to  choose  from, 
may,  with  great  propriety,  offer  specimens  of  their  skill  in  arrang- 
ing :  and,  if  the  Society  offer  the  prize  next  year,  we  trust  it  may 
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call  forth  the  efforts  of  competitors,  working  with  every  variety  of 
material. 

What  were  offered  this  year  were  very  good.  We  name  as  the 
best  pair,  entitled  to  a  premium  of  $2,  those  offered  by  Mrs.  N. 
Washburn. 

As  the  next  best,  those  offered  by  Mrs.  H.  Goulcling. 

We  had  fine  Bouquets  from  Miss  S.  W.  Forbush,  of  Grafton,  Mr. 
S.  Salisbury,  Mrs.  Levi  Hardy,  Mr.  P.  ^oung,  Miss  Sarah  E.  Rice, 
and  Mr.  I.  Washburn. 

W e  had  no  Floral  Designs  which  seemed  to  meet  the  view  of  the 
Society  in  offering  premiums  for  such  Designs. 

Pot  Plants. — Of  Pot  Plants  of  Green  House  cultivation,  Mr.  I. 
Washburn  exhibited  thirty-six  pots,  to  which,  as  embracing  the 
largest  number  of  delicate  varieties,  we  propose  to  award  the  first 
prize  offered,  of  $2. 

Mr.  P.  D.  Tiffany  exhibited  twenty  pots,  in  excellent  condition,  to 
which  we  propose  to  award  the  second  premium  of  $1. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Wheeler  exhibited  a  fine  collection  of  nineteen  pots. 
In  this  collection  was  our  only  display  of  Fuchsias,  excepting  a  few 
blooms  in  bouquets.  The  Committee  cannot  but  wish  that  the  free 
cultivation  of  Fuchsias  in  the  open  air,  might  be  more  general. — 
Some  of  the  best  varieties  grow  very  freely  pfter  they  are  once  es- 
tablished, and  if  generously  showered  daily,  reward  the  cultivator 
with  a  profusion  of  blooms,  the  gracefulness  of  which  is  a  great  ad- 
vantage to  bouquets  in  the  autumn.  A  few  plants  kept  through  the 
winter,  cut  up  in  the  spring  into  enough  to  stock  the  borders  quite 
well  before  autumn. 

Mrs.  Canfield  exhibited  Cerepegia  Elegans  in  bloom. 

Mrs.  N.  Washburn  exhibited  two  remarkable  Cockscombs. 

Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster  exhibited  Night  Blooming  Cereus,  and  Cactus 
(?)  Tubiflora. 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Allen  exhibited  three  pots  of  Plants  in  bloom. 
Mr.  Waldo  Flagg  exhibited  one  "Toad  Cactus." 
Mrs.  Ruggles  exhibited  one  "African  Bean,"  grown  in  a  pot  from 
seed  sent  from  Africa. 

Cut  Flowers. — Stands  or  baskets  of  Cut  Flowers  were  exhibited 
by  Mrs.  Canfield,  Mrs.  M.  B  Green,  Mrs.  N.  Washburn,  Dr.  Flagg, 
Mr.  C.  P.  Trumbull,  Mr.  G.  H.  Chamberlin,  Mrs.  D.  W.  Lincoln, 
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Mr.  F.  W.  Paine,  and  Mr.  W.  M.  Bickford.  We  recommend  that 
the  premium  for  <:the  largest  and  best  display"  be  given  to  Mr.  Bick- 
ford's  beautiful  stands.  Mrs.  M.  B.  Green's  stands  exhibited  some 
very  fine  blooms.  From  Mr.  C.  P.  Trumbull,  we  had  the  best  dis- 
play of  Verbenas ;  Mr.  G.  N.  Chamberlin  exhibited  a  fine  stand  of 
these,  and  we  had  from  other  cultivators  some  beautiful  varieties.  A 
stand  of  German  Zinnias,  raised  from  improved  German  seed, 
deserves  attention  as  an  illustration  of  what  may  be  done  in  the  im- 
provement of  a  very  ugly  flower.  Nothing  can  surpass  the  richness 
of  colors  of  some  of  these  blooms.  Mrs.  Canfield  exhibited  some 
fine  specimens  of  the  improved  Hollyhocks,  which  have  occupied  to 
such  advantage  the  attention  of  the  Dutch  florist.  There  was  one 
fine  plant  of  these  in  Mr.  Tiffany's  collection.  Mrs.  N.  Washburn's 
stands  comprised  some  fine  varieties. 

Mr.  S.  F.  Redding  exhibited  a  curious  specimen,  illustrative  of 
the  power  of  life  and  growth  of  the  Cactus. 

Besides  the  prizes  proposed  above,  which  were  offered  by  the  So- 
ciety, the  Committee  wish  to  offer  some  sense  of  the  Society's  appro- 
bation for  flowers  exhibited  for  which  we  had  offered  no  premiums. 
We  recommend,  therefore,  that  gratuities  of  $1  be  paid  to  Mr.  S.  P. 
Champney,  for  his  fine  collection  of  Asters  ;  to  Mr.  Buckley,  gardener 
of  I.  Washburn,  for  his  design  in  Asters,  and  other  contributions  ; 
to  Mrs.  Green,  for  her  Cut  Flowers ;  and  that  the  thanks  of  the  So- 
ciety be  presented  to  them  and  other  persons,  whose  thoughtful  con- 
tributions have  done  so  much  for  the  beauty  of  our  weekly  Summer 
Exhibitions. 

Respectfully  submitted,  for  the  Committee, 

EDWARD  E.  HALE. 
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LIST  OF  NEW  MEMBERS, 


Since  the  publication  of  the  List,  of  Sept.  24th,  1853. 


The  following  persons  have  become  Members,  since  the  publica- 
tion of  the  List,  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Society  for  1853 : 


George  A.  Barnard,  Worcester, 

Mary  G.  Bangs,  " 

Merrick  Bemis,  " 
1*.  W.  S.  Canfield, 

John  A.  Dana,  " 

Charles  A.  Denny,  Leicester, 

Leonard  Dwinnell,  Millbury, 

Joseph  S.  Farnum,  Worcester, 

Benjamin  Goddard,  " 
Daniel  Goddard, 
W.  Alfred  Hacker, 

Adam  L.  Harrington,  " 

Horace  James,  " 

William  Johnson,  " 

Eliza  M.  Kinnicutt  " 
Rebecca  N.  Kinnicutt,  " 

David  Lee,  Barre, 


Henry  A.  Lee,  Worcester, 

William  Lincoln,  " 
Henry  R.  Merrifield, 
Caleb  B.  Metcalf, 

Benjamin  B.  Nourse,  Wcstboro' , 

Nathaniel  Paine,  Worcester, 
Elbridge  G.  Partridge,  " 

Henry  Phelps,  " 


Edward  Proctor, 
Sylvanus  Sears, 
Larkin  Smith, 
Martin  Stowe, 
Joseph  Thurston, 
P.  Dexter  Tiffany, 
Charles  A.  Wheeler, 
J.  L.  Woodward, 
Priestly  Young, 


Spencer, 
Worcester, 


Millbury, 
Worcester. 
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OFFICERS    FOR    1  855. 


The  Annual  Meeting  for  the  choice  of  Officers,  for  the  year 
1855,  was  held  at  the  Hall  of  the  Society,  on  Wednesday.  January 
3,  when  the  Society  was  organized,  as  follows : 

PRESIDENT, 

STEPHEN  SALISBURY,  of  Worcester. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS, 

William  T.  Merrifield,  of  Worcester, 
John  C.  Whitin,  of  Northbridge, 
George  T.  Rice,  of  Worcester. 

Secretary — J.  Henry  Hill,  of  Worcester. 
Treasurer — Fred.  Wm.  Paine,  of  Worcester. 
Librarian — Clarendon  Harris,  of  Worcester. 


TRUSTEES, 


John  Milton  Earle,  Worcester, 
C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton, 
Isaac  Davis,  Worcester, 
Wm.  M.  Bickford,  Worcester, 
Win.  C.  Capron,  Uxbridge, 
Wm.  Workman,  Worcester, 
Ansel  Lakin,  Worcester, 
Joel  Knapp,  Sutton, 
Leonard  Burrage,  Leominster, 
Geo.  Jaques,  Worcester, 


Wm.  Grecnleaf,  Worcester, 
D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Worcester, 
S.  P.  Champney,  Worcester, 
A.  H,  Waters,  Millbury, 
Job  C.  Stone,  Shrewsbury, 
Samuel  H.  Colton,  Worcester, 
Thos.  Bond,  North  Brookfield, 
John  Brooks,  Princeton, 
Emory  Bannister,  Worcester, 
Jonathan  Forbush,  Bolton. 


AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

Geo.  T.  Rice.  Wm.  M.  Bickford. 

Committee  to  have  charge  of  the  Hall. — Wm.  M.  Bick- 
ford, Ansel  Lakin,  and  D.  W.  Lincoln. 

Committee  of  Publications. — Clarendon  Harris,  William 
Workman  and  Edward  E.  Hale. 


REPORTS 


FOR  THE  EXHIBITION  OF  1855. 


A  meeting  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society  was 
held  at  Horticultural  Hall,  on  Thursday  evening,  September  27, 
1855,  when  the  following  Reports  were  presented  and  accepted. 


REPORT  ON  APPLES. 

Committee.  :  H.  L.  Wayland,  Worcester,  Chairman  ;  Ichabod 
Washburn,  Joseph  Lovell  and  James  F.  Allen,  Worcester;  Calvin 
W.  Forbush,  Grafton. 

The  present  season  having  been  much  less  favorable  than  usual 
for  this  fruit,  the  display  of  Apples  is  not  so  extensive  as  in  some 
former  exhibitions  of  the  Society.  Yet  the  number,  variety  and 
quality  of  the  specimens,  are  eminently  honorable  to  the  horticulture 
of  the  County.  None  of  the  collections  are  inferior,  while  the 
number  of  those  that  attain  a  high  degree  of  excellence,  is  such  as 
to  render  the  task  of  deciding  between  their  relative  claims,  far  from 
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an  easy  one.  The  Committee  have  however,  agreed  in  making  the 
following  awards : 

1st  premium  for  the  largest  and  best  collection,  to  Jonathan  Forbush 

of  Bolton,  $7  00 

2d  do.  for  2d  best  do.  do.,  to  Wm.  C.  Capron  of  Uxbridge,  -  -  -  6  00 
3d  do.  for  3d  best  do.  do.,  to  G.  A.  Chamberlin  of  Worcester,  -  -  5  00 
4th  do.  for  4th  best  do.  do.,  to  Geo.  W.  Goodnow  of  Southboro',  -  -  4  00 
5th  do.  for  5th  best  do.  do.,  to  A.  H.  Allen  of  Shrewsbury,  -  -  3  00 
1st  premium  for  the  best  six  varieties  of  not  less  than  eight  specimens 

each,  to  Jonas  Hartshorn  of  Worcester,  4  00 

2d  do.  for  2d  best  do.  do.,  to  Job  C.  Stone  of  Shrewsbury,  -  -  3  00 
3d  do.  for  3d  best  do.  do.,  to  Isaac  Mills  of  Worcester,  -  -  -  2  00 
4th  do.  for  4th  best  do.  do.,  to  Calvin  S.  Thurston  of  Grafton,  -  -  1  00 
1st  premium  for  the  eight  best  specimens  of  autumn  apples  of  one 

variety,  to  Charles  Johnson  of  Northboro',  for  specimens  of  Porters,  2  00 
2d  do.  for  2d  best  do.  do.,  to  T.  W.  Hammond  of  Worcester,  for 

specimens  of  Sterlings,   -      -  150 

3d  do.  for  3d  best  do.  do.,  to  J.  F.  Allen  of  Worcester,  for  speci- 
mens of  Lyscoms,    -       --       --       --      --  100 

1st  premium  for  eight  best  specimens  of  Winter  apples  of  one  variety,  to 

I.  H.  Lee  of  Barre,  for  specimens  of  the  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,*       2  00 
2d  do.  for  2d  do.  do.,  to  Luther  Hall  of  Sutton,  for  specimens  of  the 

Russet  Sweeting,      -       --       --       --      --  150 

3d  do.  for  3d  best  do.  do.,  to  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Wheeler  of  Worcester,  for 

specimens  of  the  Mother  Apple,       -  100 

These  awards  exhausted  all  the  funds  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Committee ;  otherwise  they  would  gladly  have  granted  premiums 
for  other  collections  and  specimens  that  appeared  to  them  eminently 
deserving  of  such  honors.  They  cannot  however  omit  to  mention, 
as  especially  worthy  of  notice,  several  collections,  some  of  which 
would  have  competed  successfully  with  those  named  above,  but  for 
a  deficiency  in  the  number  of  varieties  or  of  specimens.  They  would 
mention  the  collections  of  Sylvanus  Sears,  of  Worcester ;  Pitt 
Holmes,  Worcester;  J.  L.  Woodward,  Millbury;  Calvin  W. 
Forbush,  Grafton;  Eli  Johnson,  Worcester;  Silas  Allen, 
Shrewsbury;  Geo.  A.  Dresser,  Worcester ;  S.  H.  Colton,  Worces- 


*  The  Committee  would  direct  especial  attention  to  this  specimen,  as  being  worthy  of 
peculiar  commendation. 


7 


ter ;  Timothy  Bancroft,  Worcester  ;  S.  P.  Champney,  Worcester ; 
W.  W.  Keyes.  West  Boylston  ;  J.  Allen,  Northboro  ;  and  of  Levi 
Lincoln,  Worcester.  They  also  observe  among  the  specimens  pre- 
sented bj  Stephen  Salisbury  of  Worcester,  one  very  fine  variety, 
to  which  they  were  unable  to  assign  a  name,  and  to  which  they  ask 
the  attention  of  the  Society. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

H.  L.  Wayland,  Chairman. 

The  following  list  of  contributors  and  of  the  varieties  of  Apples 
presented  is  copied  from  the  Secretary's  Book  of  entries  : 

Timothy  Bancroft,  Worcester.  Roxbury  Russetts,  R».  I. 
Greening,  Blue  Pearmain,  B.  Sweeting,  Baldwin,  Garden  Sweeting, 
Spice,  Porter,  Love,  Codlin,  and  one  nameless  variety. 

J.  Hartshorn,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  Fall  Greening,  B.  I. 
Greening,  Roxbury  Russet,  R.  Sweeting,  Nonsuch,  Hubbardston 
Nonsuch,  Peck's  Sweeting,  Swaar,  Garden  Sweeting,  Leland  Pippin, 
and  one  nameless  variety. 

F.  W.  Marble,  Grafton.    Roxbury  Russetts. 

Horatio  Phelps,  Worcester.    Porter,  Gravenstein,  Lyscom. 

Chenery  Harrington,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  Porter,  Pound 
Sweeting. 

George  Jaques,  Worcester.  Minister,  American  Golden  Rus- 
sett,  Baldwin,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester.  Porter,  Northern  Spy,  York 
Russett,  Baldwin,  Roxbury  Russett,  Sweet  Russett. 

Washington  Forbush,  West  Boylston.  Peck's  Pleasant,  Gar- 
den Sweet. 

William  W.  Keyes,  West  Boyleston.  Baldwin,  Hubbardston 
Nonsuch,  Monmouth  Pippin,  Ribstone  Pippin,  Scarlet  Gilliflower, 
Nonsuch,  Seaver  Sweet,  Red  Harvey,  Quince  Sweeting,  Porter, 
Mother,  Ladies  Winter  Sweet,  Dawsons  Winter  Sweet,  Black  Gilli- 
flower, November  Sweet,  R.  I.  Greening,  Seedling,  Jonathan,  Queen 
Anne,  Roxbury  Russett,  Doctor,  Orange  Pippin,  Fall  Greening, 
White  Harvey,  Hunts  Russett,  Early  Harvest,  Ramsdells  Sweet, 
Holden  Pippin,  Garden  Sweet,  Blue  Pearmain. 
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Levi  Lincoln,  Worcester,  Baldwin,  Gloria  Mutidi,  Bellflower, 
Pippin,  Lyscom,  R.  L  Greening,  and  five  nameless  varieties. 

J.  H.  Allen,  Grafton.  Sweet  Pommewater,  Princeton  Sweet, 
Roxbury  Russett,  Sweeting,  Baldwin,  R.  I.  Greening,  Friar,  Hub- 
bardston  Nonsuch,  Lyscom,  Blue  Pearmain,  Greening. 

Henry  F.  Wing,  Grafton.  New  York  Pippin,  R.  I.  Greening, 
Roxbury  Russett,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch. 

John  W.  Capron,  Uxbridge.  Roxbury  Russett,  Pippin,  R.  I. 
Greening. 

William  Workman,  Worcester.  R.  I.  Greening.  Yellow  Bell- 
flower,  Ribstone  Pippin,  Seek-no-further. 

Z.  E.  Berry,  Worcester.    Porter,  Lyscom. 

A.  H.  Allen,  Shrewsbury.  Porter,  Mother,  Gilliflower,  Le- 
land's  Spice,  Sweeting,  Winter  Sweeting,  Red  Cheek,  Sweet  Pomme- 
water, Seek-no-further,  Sweet  Bough,  Lyscom,  Sweating,  Russett 
Sweeting,  Roxbury  Russett,  R.  I.  Greening,  and  one  nameless 
variety. 

William  A.  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Crab,  Lyscom,  Porter, 
Russett,  and  two  nameless  varieties. 

Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury.  Lima,  Spice,  Baldwin,  Lyscom, 
Golden  Russett,  Baker's  Sweet,  Roxbury  Russett,  Lemon  Greening, 
Pearmain,  R.  I.  Greening,  Rockport  Sweeting,  Seek-no-further, 
Porter,  Kilham  Hill. 

C.  A  Pierce,  Grafton.  Pearmain,  Baldwin,  Peck's  Pleasant,  R. 
I.  Greening,  one  nameless  variety. 

William  Jennison,  Worcester.    Williams  Sweeting. 
J.  F.  Allen,  Worcester.    Baldwin,  R.  I.  Greening,  Lyscom, 
Seedling. 

D.  B.  Harrington,  Millbury.  Baldwin. 

T.  W.  Hammond,  Worcester.  Pumpkin  Sweeting,  Hamburg 
Pippin,  and  one  nameless  variety. 

Micah  Johnson,  Worcester.  Early  Bough,  Seedling,  July,  Ham- 
burg Pippin,  Porter,  Spring  Sweet,  Leicester  Sweet,  Nonsuch , 
Baldwin,  Puff  Ball. 

J.  L.  Woodward,  Millbury.  Hamburg,  Lima,  Lyscom,  Baldwin, 
Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Blue  Pearmain,  R.  I.  Greening,  Democratic 
Sweeting,  Pumpkin  Sweeting,  Roxbury  Russett,  Peck's  Pleasant, 
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Danvers  Winter  Sweet,  Wine,  Dutch  Codling,  Kenricks  Favor-^ 
ite,  Porter,  Danvers  Sweet,  and  eight  nameless  varieties. 

P.  Holmes,  Worcester.  R.  I.  Greening,  Northern  Spy,  Peck's 
Pleasant,  Baldwin,  Pippin,  Roxbury  Russett,  Sweet  Russett. 

Artemas  Ward,  Worcester.  R.  I.  Greening,  Roxbury  Russett, 
Pearmain,  Baldwin. 

Loring  Coes,  Worcester.  Mother,  Baldwin,  Roxbury  Russett, 
R.  I.  Greening,  and  one  nameless  variety. 

Solomon  Parsons,  Worcester,   Northern  Spy,  Ward,  nameless. 

Isaac  Mills,  Worcester.  Roxbury  Russett.  Baldwin,  Porter, 
Dutch  Codling,  R.  I.  Greening,  Pommewater,  Pie,  Greening,  Pear- 
main,  Nonsuch,  New  York  Pippin,  and  two  nameless  varieties. 

Lewis  M.  Brooks,  Worcester.  Porter. 

Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Worcester.  R.  I.  Greening,  Baldwin, 
Seaver  Sweet,  Sweet  Russett,  Fall  Pippin,  Maidens  Blush,  and 
one  nameless  variety. 

I.  R.  Norcross,  Shrewsbury.    Spice,  R.  I.  Greening,  Seedling. 

J.  D.  Goddard,  Shrewsbury.    Hamburgh  Pippin. 

W.  W.  Pratt,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch, 
R.  I.  Greening,  Fameuse,  Lady,  Winter  Sweeting,  and  three  name- 
less varieties. 

P.  Young,  Worcester.  Crab. 

Joel  Knapp,  Sutton.  Knapp  Harvey,  R.  I.  Greening,  Rox- 
bury Russett,  Sutton  Beauty,  Rock  River  Winter  Sweet,  Winter 
Harvey,  New  York  Pippin,  Nonsuch,  Baldwin,  Porter,  Hovey's 
Sweet,  Northern  Spy. 

Elias  Hull,  Millbury.  R.  I.  Greening,  Baldwin,  Gilliflower, 
Blue  Pearmain,  Gloria  Mundi,  Sweet  Russett,  Pommewater. 

A.  B.  R.  Sprague,  Worcester.  Lima,  Sweet,  Baldwin,  and  one 
nameless  variety. 

S.  P.  Ciiampney,  Worcester.  Lyscom,  Holden  Pippin,  Hub- 
bardston Nonsuch,  Porter,  R.  I.  Greening,  Russett  Pearmain,  Rox- 
bury Russett,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Winter,  Spice,  and  twenty-five 
nameless  varieties. 

Eli  Johnson,  Worcester.  Nonsuch,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch, 
Roxbury  Russett,  Yellow  Greening,  Baldwin,  Holden  Pippin,  Gloria 
Mundi,  Winter  Harvey,  Leicester  Sweet,  Lyscom,  Black  Gilliflower, 


10 


Porter,  Golden  Russett,  Blue  Pearmain,  Pippin,  Spitzenburg,  La- 
dies' Sweet,  Lafayette,  Juneating,  Orange  Sweet,  Princeton  Sweet, 
R.  I.  Greening,  Seedling  Winter  Sweet,  Yellow  Winter  Sweet,  and 
one  nameless  variety. 

Mrs.  Mary  H.  Wheeler,  Worcester.  R.  I.  Greening,  Bald- 
win, Lyscom,  Mother,  Porter,  and  four  nameless  varieties. 

Aaron  Good  ale,  West  Boylston.  Roxbury  Russett,  of  1854, 
and  1855. 

0.  B.  Had  wen,  Worcester.    Mother,  and  one  nameless  variety. 
Wm.  Eames,  Worcester.    Greening,  Pomeroy,  Marlboro',  Seek- 
no-further,  and  three  seedling  varieties. 
B.  Bullard,  Uxbridge.  Wine. 

Nathaniel  Paine,  Worcester.  Holden  Pippin,  R.  I.  Greening, 
Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Baldwin,  Fameuse,  Gloria  Mundi,  and 
three  nameless  varieties. 

Wm.  C.  C apron,  Uxbridge.  Baldwin,  R.  I.  Greening,  Roxbury 
Russett,  Caprons  Pleasant,  Gravenstein,  French  Nonpareil,  Mari- 
gold, Tifft's  Sweeting,  White  Gilliflower,  Porter,  Tallman's  Sweet- 
ing, Leicester  Winter  Sweet,  Pippin,  Dutch  Codlin,  New  York 
Golden  Pippin,  Pommewater,  Russett  Pearmain,  Harvey  Greening, 
Mexico,  Maiden's  Blush,  Pomme  Royal,  Orange  Sweeting,  Pumpkin 
Sweeting,  Fameuse,  Yellow  Crab,  Siberian  Crab,  Vermont  Sweet- 
ing, and  three  nameless  varieties. 

Sylvanus  Sears,  Worcester.  Gloria  Mundi,  Royale,  Gleason's 
Sweet,  Lafayette  Russett,  Nonsuch,  Mother,  Porter,  Holden  Pip- 
pin, Baldwin,  Early  Bough,  Blue  Pearmain,  Quince,  Garden  Sweet, 
Ladies'  Sweet,  Northern  Spy,  Greening,  Roxbury  Russett,  Black 
Gilliflower,  Richardson,  Leicester  Sweeting,  Gravenstein,  Lyscom, 
Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Sweet  Russett,  Pumpkin  Sweet,  Ribstone 
Pippin. 

Geo.  A.  Chamberlin,  Worcester.  Rib  Gilliflower,  New  York 
Pippin,  Wine,  Countess,  Pound,  Nonsuch,  Greening,  Roxbury 
Russett,  Sweet  Russett,  Slocom's  Sweeting,  Gleason's  Sweeting, 
Yellow  Pearmain,  English  Pearmain,  Blue  Pearmain,  Russett  Pear- 
main, Black  Hamburg,  Esopus  Spitzenberg,  Lyscom,  Baldwin, 
Friar,  Marlboro',  Lafayette,  Winter  Sweet,  Porter,  Royale,  Holden 
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Pippin,  Hunts  Russett,  White  Pippin,  Quince,  Spice,  Balk,  Pound 
Sweeting,  Winter  Juneating,  Bula. 

E.  S.  Stebbins,  Worcester.    Yellow  Bellflower,  Gloria  Mundi. 

C.  Johnson,  Northboro.    Pumpkin  Sweeting,  Porter,  Native. 

Charles  Brigham,  Grafton.    Phipps,  nameless. 

J.  Forbush,  Bolton.  Nonpareil,  Blue  Pearmain,  N.  Y.  Pippin, 
Yellow  Bellflower,  Gloria  Mundi,  Golden  September,  Mother,  Rox- 
bury  Russett,  Autumn  Russett,  Maiden's  Blush,  Fall  Pippin,  Wals- 
ingham,  Indian  Winter  Sweet,  Lady,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Spitz- 
enburg,  Nonsuch,  Long  Winter  Russett,  American  Beauty,  Baldwin, 
Peck's  Pleasant,  Winter  Sweeting,  Garden,  Branch,  Magnolia, 
Porter,  Golden  Winter  Russett. 

E.  S.  Keep,  of  Westboro'.  New  York  Russett,  Porter,  and  four 
nameless  varieties. 

P.  H.  Lee,  Barre.  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Greening,  Roxbury 
Russett,  Silver  Skin,  Long's  Peck,  Fall  Harvey,  Baldwin. 

F.  B.  Lawrence,  Worcester.  Lyscom. 
George  T.  Rice,  Worcester.  Porter. 

George  A.  Dana,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  R.  I.  Greening,  Bell- 
flower,  Pennock's  Winter  Red,  Dana's  Winter  Sweet,  Lyscom,  and 
one  nameless  variety. 

E.  T.  Rand,  Shrewsbury.  Mother. 

J.  Fawcett,  Worcester.    Tallman's  Harvey,  Lyscom. 

Loring  Coes,  Worcester.  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Baldwin, 
Northern  Spy,  Jewetts  Red,  English  New  Graft,  and  one  nameless 
variety. 

Luther  Hall,  Sutton.    Fall  Harvey,  Russett  Sweeting. 
Washington  Hill,  Spencer.  Hill. 

Calvin  S.  Thruston,  Grafton.  Porter,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch, 
Roxbury  Russet,  Russett  Sweeting,  Greening,  Pippin,  Baldwin. 

Joseph  Allen,  Northboro'.  Mother,  Pearmain,  Peck's  Pleas- 
ant, Pumpkin  Sweet,  Bellflower,  King,  Porter,  Greening,  Baldwin, 
Lyscom,  R.  I.  Greening,  and  two  nameless  varieties. 

C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton.  Lemon  Sweeting,  Nonsuch,  Roxbury 
Russett,  Pound  Sweeting,  Baldwin,  Blue  Pearmain,  Hubbardston 
Nonsuch,  Garden  Sweeting,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Porter,  Red  Gilli- 
flower,  R.  I.  Greening. 
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George  W.  Goodnow,  Southboro'.  Baldwin,  Porter,  Lyscom, 
Peck's  Pleasant,  Winter  Greening,  Roxbury  Russett,  Cathead  Sweet, 
Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Wine,  Yellow  Bellflower,  Gravenstein, 
Northern  Spy,  Blue  Pearmain,  20  oz.  Apple,  Golden  Pippin,  Swaar, 
Gilliflower,  Orange  Sweet,  Greening,  Maiden's  Blush,  Jenny  Sweet, 
Golden  Sweet,  Minister,  Summer  Pearmain,  Rambo,  Victuals  and 
Drink,  Peach  Pond  Sweet,  Cornish  Gilliflower,  Fall  Greening,  N. 
Y.  Sweet,  Danvers  Sweet,  Cathead,  Vandevere. 

B.  H.  Franklin,  Worcester,  Baldwin,  Holden  Pippin,  and 
four  nameless  varieties. 

Joseph  A.  Denny,  Leicester.  Seek-no-further,  Roxbury  Rus- 
sett, Cluster  Russett,  Leicester  Sweeting,  Sweet  Russett,  Sugarloaf 
Sweeting,  N.  Y.  Pippin,  Capron's  Pleasant,  American  Crab,  Sibe- 
rian Crabb,  one  nameless  variety. 

Samuel  H.  Colton,  Worcester.  Baldwin,  R.  I.  Greening, 
Lyscom,  Mother,  Erten,  Pound  Sweeting,  Chandler,  Esopus  Spitz- 
enberg,  Fall  Pippin,  Golden  Russett,  Seaver  Sweeting,  Hubbardston 
Nonsuch,  Fiske,  Lady,  Ladies  Sweeting,  Ramsdell's  Sweeting, 
Roxbury  Russett,  Tallman's  Sweeting,  Wolf  Den,  Yellow  Bellflower, 
Russett  Pearmain,  McClellan,  Hamburg  Pippin,  Red  Winter  Sweet- 
ing, Sterling,  Brewster's  Pearmain,  Tifft's  Sweeting. 

Job  C.  Stone,  Shrewsbury.  Black  Gilliflower,  Baldwin,  Winter. 
Red  Russett,  R.  I.  Greening,  French,  Mother,  Danver's  Sweet,  Sea- 
ver Sweet,  Rockport  Sweet,  Hamburg,  Maiden's  Blush,  Sassafras 
Sweet,  Pound  Sweet,  Yellow  Bellflower,  Balk  or  Friar,  Lyscom, 
Holland  Pippin,  Lima,  Leland's  Pippin. 

Benjamin  Walker,  Worcester.    Apples  from  Wisconsin. 


REPORT  ON  PEARS. 


Committee. — Rufus  Woodward,  Chairman ;  Emory  Banister, 
Ansel  Lakin  and  John  C.  Ripley,  of  Worcester,  J.  C.  Moore,  of 
Charlton. 

The  Committee  on  Pears,  in  view  of  the  splendid  show,  which  this 
year  has  graced  the  table  of  our  Annual  Exhibition,  take  great 
pleasure  in  comparing  it  with  the  show  of  all  former  years,  in  quality, 
as  well  as  quantity,  of  the  varieties  exhibited,  and  they  would  refer 
with  pride,  to  the  statistics  of  the  present  year,  compared  with  those 
of  former  exhibitions,  in  proof  of  the  progress  which  has  been  made, 
in  the  cultivation  of  this  most  choice  and  valuable  fruit. 

In  1853,  the  number  of  contributors  in  the  department  of  pears 
was  96 ;  the  number  of  specimens  presented  604.  In  1854,  the 
number  of  contributors  was  81 ;  the  number  of  specimens  826.  In 
1855,  the  number  of  contributors  has  been  115 ;  the  number  of 
specimens  925,  and  the  number  of  different  varieties  195.  The 
marked  increase,  in  the  number  of  specimens,  and  the  number  of 
contributors  both,  over  the  exhibition  of  any  former  year,  is  most 
flattering,  and  shows  conclusively,  that  it  is  not  caused  by  the  great 
increase  in  the  number  of  specimens  presented  by  one  or  two  large 
cultivators,  but  is  a  gain,  really  and  truly,  in  the  number  of  persons 
interested  in  this  branch  of  horticulture,  and  in  the  number  of 
gardens  in  our  county,  which  are  more  or  less  devoted  to  the 
production  of  this  valuable  firuit. 

In  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  specimens  presented  this  year,  the 
Committee  would  speak  in  terms  of  the  hightest  praise,  and  would 
give  it  as  their  opinion,  that  at  no  previous  show,  has  the  same  number 
of  fine  and  new  varieties  been  presented,  which  have  been  fruited 
in  this  vicinity,  for  the  first  time,  within  the  year,  and  for  the  first 
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ime,  been  presented  for  the  inspection  and  admiration  of  the  members 
of  the  society. 

The  Committee  counted  43  varieties  of  this  kind,  a  very  large 
number  as  they  think,  for  a  single  year.  In  regard  to  the  quality 
of  these  new  kinds,  the  Committee  were  obliged  to  take  many  of 
them  upon  their  reputation,  or  upon  faith,  as  they  were  not  in  eating, 
at  the  time  of  the  show.  But  several  that  they  did  taste,  were  by 
all  pronounced  excellent,  and  worthy  of  cultivation.  Time  only  can 
show  their  adaptation  to  our  climate  and  soil. 

The  Committee  also  refer  with  great  satisfaction,  to  the  evidences, 
of  good  culture  which  this  year's  exhibition  presented  in  their 
department.  It  was  the  remark  of  all  who  constantly  visit  our  show, 
as  well  as  of  gentlemen  from  abroad,  that  the  fruit  was  fairer,  larger, 
and  higher  colored,  than  we  have  heretofore  seen,  a  fact  which  should 
give  us  just  pride,  as  the  evidence  that  there  is  not  only  an  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  cultivator  to  show  us  the  best  varieties,  but  also 
the  most  perfect  specimens  of  each  kind,  fairest  grown  and  highest 
colored. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  contributors,  and  of  the  varieties  pre- 
sented by  each : 

William  S.  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Bartlett,  Josephine,  Belle 
Lucrative,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Glout  Morceau,  Easter  Beurre, 
Crassanne,  Calebasse  d'  Ete,  Beurre  Ranz,  and  one  unknown. 

John  Green,  Worcester.  Duchesse  d' Angouleme,  Dix,  Iron, 
Paradise  d'Automne,  Columbia,  and  Flemish  Beauty. 

Ansel  Lakin.  Worcester.  Bartlett,  Beurre  Diel,  Vicar  of 
Winkfield,  Glout  Morceau,  Flemish  Beauty. 

L.  Spring,  Worcester.    One  variety  unknown. 

F.  M.  Marble,  Grafton.    Flemish  Beauty,  Urbaniste. 

Thomas  Pierce,  Worcester.  Bartlett. 

F.  H.  Kinnicutt,  Worcester.  Flemish  Beauty,  Seckel,  Easter 
Beurre,  Brown  Beurre,  Bartlett,  Heathcote,  Duchesse  d' Angouleme. 

Isaac  Davis,  Worcester.  Bartlett,  Heathcote,  Seckel,  Duch- 
esse d' Angouleme,  Dix,  St.  Michael  and  six  varieties  unknown. 

Jos.  H.  Edgecomb,  Worcester.  Bartlett. 

S.  P.  Champney,  Worcester.    Bartlett,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Bonne 
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de  Zees,  Seckel,  Urbaniste,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme  and  three  va- 
rieties unknown. 

John  C.  Mason,  Worcester.  Andrews,  Bartlett,  Dunmore,  Belle 
Lucrative,  Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Beurre  Bosc,  Beurre  Diel,  Bezi  de 
la  Motte,  Beurre  Capiaumont,  Doyenne  Boussock,  Duchesse  d'An- 
gouleme, Flemish  Beauty,  Lewis,  Glout  Morceau,  Louise  Bonne 
de  Jersey,  Marie  Louise,  Seckel,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Paradise  d'- 
Automne,  Stevens  Genesee,  St.  Michael. 

Horatio  Phelps,  Worcester.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Bezi  de 
la  Motte,  Beurre  Diel. 

A.  H.  Allen,  Shrewsbury.  Bartlett. 

Chenery  Harrington,  Worcester.  Beurre  Diel,  Dix,  Orange, 
Pound,  Burgundy. 

B.  F.  Heywood,  Worcester.  Paradise  de  Automne,  Seckel, 
Flemish  Beauty. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester.  Doyenne  Gris,  Dix,  St. 
Michael,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Glout  Morceau,  Seckel,  Easter  Beurre, 
Belle  Lucrative,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Marie  Louise,  Bartlett, 
Bon  Cretien  d'  Hiver. 

George  T.  Rice,  Worcester.  Paradise  de  Automne,  Dix,  D' 
Angleterre,  Catillac,  Jalousie  de  Fontenay,  Sieulle,  Josephine, 
Rivers  Winter,  Henry  IVth,  Beurre  Bosc,  Seckel,  Brown  Beurre, 
Beurre  Diel,  Belle  Lucrative,  St.  Michael,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Winter  Nelis,  Glout  Morceau.  Doyenne 
Boussock,  Flemish  Beauty. 

George  Jaques,  Worcester.  Bartlett,  Brown  Beurre,  Beurre 
d'  Amalis,  Beurre  de  Aremberg,  Beurre  Diel,  Beurre  d'  Anjou, 
Belle  et  Bonne,  Belle  Lucrative,  Buffum,  Capiaumont,  Seckel,  Col- 
mar  d'Aremberg,  Doyenne  Boussock,  Doyenne  Gris,  Doyenne 
Blanch,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Dunmore,  Eyewood,  Flemish  Beau- 
ty, Glout  Morceau,  Henry  IV,  Jalousie  de  Fontenay  Vendee,  Louise 
Bonne  de  Jersey,  Napoleon  d' Hiver,  Onondaga,  Paquency,  Prince's 
St.  Germain,  St.  Ghislain,  Triomphe  de  Jodoigne,  Urbaniste,  Vicar 
of  Winkfield,  Beurre  Nourekman,  Belle  Apres  Noel,  Charlotte  de 
Brower,  Conseilleur  de  la  Cote,  Beurre  Brettanlau,  Marie  Louise, 
Golden  Beurre  of  Bilboa,  Long  Green,  St.  Michael  l'Archange,  Cof- 
fins Virgalieu,  Bezi  de  Veterans,  and  two  varieties  unknown. 
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William  A.  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Duchesse  d' Angouleme, 
Paradise  d'Automae,  St.  Michael,  Marie  Louise,  Napoleon,  Beurre 
Diel,  Colmar  de  Aremberg,  Bell  et  Bonne,  Seckel,  Glout  Morceau, 
Flemish  Beauty,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Winter  Nelis,  Brown 
Beurre,  Ne  Plus  Meuris,  Passe  Colmar,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Bart- 
lett,  Doyenne  Gris,  and  four  nameless  varieties. 

E.  W.  Holbrook,  West  Boylston.  Doyenne  Robin,  Bonne  des 
Zees,  Soldat  Laboureur,  Beurre  Ranz,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Suzette 
de  Bavay,  St.  Michael  l'Archange. 

D.  C.  Murdock,  West  Boylston.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Belle  Lucrative,  St.  Michael  l'Archange,  Belle  apres  Noel,  Vicar  of 
Winkfield,  Doyenne  Gris,  and  one  unknown  variety. 

J.  C.  Lovell,  West  Boylston.  Flemish  Beauty,  Gray  Doyenne, 
Buffum,  Dunmore,  Poire  Mille,  Dumas,  Beurre  Goubault. 

W.  W.  Keyes,  West  Boylston.  Beurre  Diel,  Vicar  of  Winkfield 
Buffum,  Urbaniste,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Doyenne  Defais, 
Duchesse  d' Orleans,  Heathcote,  Chelmsford. 

Levi  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Duchesse  d' Angouleme,  St.  Michael, 
St.  Ghislain,  Dix,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Brown  Beurre,  Flemish 
Beauty,  Charles  of  Austria,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Julienne,  Sieulle, 
Urbaniste,  Napoleon,  Fulton,  Seckel,  Althorpe  Crassanne,  Beurre 
d'Amalis,  Beurre  Diel,  Bartlett,  and  eight  varieties  nameless. 

Henry  Goulding,  Worcester.  Flemish  Beauty,  Napoleon, 
Duchesse  d' Angouleme,  Beurre  Diel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 

J.  H.  Moore,  Charlton.  Dearborns  Seedling,  Beurre  d'Amalis, 
Doyenne  Boussock, Paradise  d'Automne,  St.  Michael,  Flemish  Beau- 
ty, Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Seckel,  Bartlett,  Fulton. 

D.  S.  Messinger,  Worcester.  Golden  Beurre  of  Bilboa,  Seckel, 
Duchesse  d'Augouleme,  Belle  Lucrative,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Easter  Beurre,  St.  Michael,  Beurre  Diel,  Glout  Morceau,  Belle  et 
Bonne,  St.  Ghislain,  Brown  Beurre,  Doyenne  Defais,  and  one 
unknown  variety. 

James  H.  Wall,  Worcester.  Duchesse  d' Angouleme,  Seckel, 
Flemish  Beauty,  Passe  Colmar.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Vicar  of 
Winkfield. 

Henry  F.  Wing,  Grafton.    Duchesse  d' Angouleme. 
Alexander  Marsh,  Worcester.    St.  Michael. 
Dr.  Workman,  Worcester.    Flemish  Beauty. 
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Henry  Phelps,  Worcester.  Beurre  Gris  d'Hiver  Nouveau, 
Beurre  Diel,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Doyenne  Boussock,  Napoleon, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Capiaumont,  St.  Michael,  Seckel,  Urban- 
iste. 

Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury.    Flemish  Beauty,  and  Seckel. 

Chas.  A.  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Paradise  d'Automne,  Belle 
Lucrative,  Beurre  Bosc. 

Wm.  C.  Sampson,  Worcester.  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Bartlett, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  St.  Michael. 

Cha3.  A.  Pierce,  Grafton.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Flemish 
Beauty,  Bartlett. 

Timothy  Bancroft,  Worcester.  Catillac. 

James  F.  Allen,  Worcester.  Beurre  Diel,  Brown  Beurre,  Vi- 
car of  Winkfield,  Bezy  de  la  Motte,  Seckel,  Louise  Bonne  de 
Jersey,  Henry  IV,  Glout  Morceau,  St.  Michael, 

D.  B.  Harrington,  Millbury.  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Bart- 
lett. 

George  W.  Gill,  Worcester.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Passe 
Colmar,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Beurre  Ranz,  and  one  nameless. 

Edward  W.  Lincoln,  Worcester,  Beurre  Bosc,  St.  Michael, 
Bartlett,  Belle  Lucrative,  Maria  Louise,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 

Emory  Banister,  Worcester.  Bartlett,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  St. 
Michael,  Buerre  Diel. 

Edward  Earle,  Worcester.  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Buffum, 
Bleeker's  Meadow,  Passe  Colmar,  Sieulle,  Marie  Louise,  Dix,  An- 
drews, Easter  Beurre,  Bonne  d'Ella,  Flemish  Beauty,  Beurre  Bosc, 
St.  Michael,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Seckel,  Catillac,  Winter  Nelis. 

N.  R.  Scott,  Worcester.    One  variety  unknown. 

Dr.  0.  Martin,  Worcester.  Buffum. 

I.  A.  Sloman,  Worcester.    One  nameless  variety. 

Soloman  Parsons,  Worcester.  Sugar,  (raised  on  an  Apple 
tree.) 

Geo.  Forbes,  Westboro'.  Beurre  Diel,  Beurre  d'Aremberg, 
Glout  Morcean, 

Wm.  Greenleaf,  Worcester.  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  St.  Mich- 
ael, Glout  Morceau,  Seckel. 

James  R.  Pierce,  Worcester.    Duchesse  d'Angouleme. 
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Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Worcester.  Van  Mons  Leon  le  Clerc, 
Dix,  Beurre  d'Anjou,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Urbaniste,  Iron,  Beurre 
d'Aremberg,  Winter  Nelis,  Easter  Beurre,  St.  Michael,  Napoleon, 
Brown  Beurre,  Beurre  Bosc,  Flemish  Beauty,  Louise  Bonne  de 
Jersey,  Glout  Morceau,  Marie  Louise,  Beurre  Diel. 

P.  D.  Tiffany,  Worcester.  Flemish  Beauty,  Bon  Chretian, 
d'Espagne. 

W.  W.  Pratt,  Worcester.  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Seckel, 
Vicar  of  Winkfield.  Green  Sugar,  and  four  nameless  varieties. 

Alonzo  Hill,  Worcester.  Passe  Colmar,  Belle  Lucrative, 
Stevens  Genesee. 

Eli  Johnson,  Worcester.    Buerre  Goubault,  Marie  Louise. 

Rejoice  Newton,  Worcester.  Beurre  Diel,  St.  Germain, Seckel, 
Perry,  and  two  nameless  varieties. 

Josiah  Bice,  Worcester.  Bartlett. 

Fitzroy  Willard,  Worcester.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey.  Seckel, 
Beurre  Diel,  Doyenne  Boussock,  Passe  Colmar,  Bartlett,  Dix. 

Mrs.  Mary  H.  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Duchesse  d'Angouleme, 
St.  Michael,  Brown  Beurre,  Seckel,  Passe  Colmar,  Beurre  Diel, 
Bartlett,  and  seven  varieties  unknown. 

0.  B.  Hadwen,  Worcester.  Flemish  Beauty,  Napoleon,  Duchesse 
d'Angouleme,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Seckel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Bleekers  Meadow,  Bartlett,  St.  Michael,  Maria  Louise,  Madotte, 
Beurre  Diel,  Urbaniste,  and  one  nameless  variety. 

Booth  Bottomly,  Leicester.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Seckel, 
Flemish  Beauty,  Buffum,  Maria  Louise,  Passe  Colmar,  Duchesse 
d'Angouleme,  Las  Canas,  Columbia,  Beurre  Diel,  Belle  et  Bonne, 
Crasanne,  Brown  Beurre,  and  one  unknown  variety. 

Charles  Whittemore,  Worcester.  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Seckel, 
Glout  Morceau,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme. 

N.  A.  Lombard,  Worcester.    St.  Michael. 

Martin  Russell,  Worcester.  Bartlett. 

D.  C.  Tourtellott,  Worcester.    Duchesse  d'Angouleme. 

William  C.  Capron,  Uxbridge.  Beurre  Bosc,  Flemish  Beauty, 
Bartlett,  Dunmore,  Van  Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  Beurre  d'Amalis, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  St.  Michael,  Seckel,  Chapin. 

Francis  H.  Dewey,  Worcester.    Capiaumont,  Iron,  Bartlett, 
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Seckel,  Flemish  Beauty,  Beurre  Bosc,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  St. 
Michael,  Glout  Morceau,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Winter  Nelis,  Urban- 
iste,  Brown  Beurre,  Easter  Beurre,  Duchesse  d' Angloueme,  Catillac, 
Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Marie  Louise,  Comte  de  Launy, 
Knights  Monarch,  Josephine,  Passe  Colmar,  Capiamount,  Iron,  and 
one  nameless  variety. 

T.  S.  Penniman,  Worcester.    Colmar  d'Aremberg 

Nathaniel  Paine,  Worcester.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Beurre 
Bosc,  St.  Michael,  Flemish  Beauty,  Seckel,  Glout  Morceau,  Chelms- 
ford, Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Easter  Beurre,  St.  Germain,  Heath- 
cote,  Gray  Doyenne,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Lewis,  Beurre  Diel. 

Ichabod  Washburn,  Worcester.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Beurre  Diel,  Glout  Morceau,  Bartlett,  Bezi 
de  la  Motte,  Easter  Beurre,  Dix,  Seckel,  Maria  Louise,  Buffum,  St. 
Michael,  St.  Ghislain,  Eyewood,  Passe  Colmar,  Urbaniste,  Doyenne 
Boussock,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Golden  Beurre. 

I.  K.  Norcross,  Worcester.  Seckel. 

Mrs.  A.  Brown,  Worcester.    Duchesse  d'Angouleme. 

Mrs.  A.  H.  Foster,  Worcester.    Jar  of  Preserved  Pears. 

Joseph  E.  Phelps,  Worcester.    Flemish  Beauty. 

Thos.  Kinnicutt,  Worcester.  St.  Michael,  Beurre  d'Automne 
Bartlett,  Flemish  Beauty,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Urbaniste. 

William  B.  Fox,  Worcester.  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Passe  Col- 
mar, Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Easter  Beurre,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Buffum,  Bezi  de  la  Motte,  Capiaumont,  Glout  Morceau. 

D.  W.  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Bartlett,  Beurre  d'Aremberg 
Beurre  Bosc,  Beurre  Clairgeau  (vero),  Beurre  d'Anjou,  Brown 
Beurre,  Catillac,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Easter  Beurre,  Glout 
Morceau,  Henry  IV,  Passe  Colmar,  St.  Michael,  Andrews,  Belle 
Epine  Dumas,  Belmont,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Beurre  Duval,  Beurre 
Diel,  Bergamot  de  Pasque,  Bezi  de  la  Motte,  Autumn  Superb,  Belle 
et  Bonne,  Baroness  de  Miller,  Belle  de  Grand  Monarque,  D'An- 
gleterre,  Beurre  Mille  Anges,  Beurre  Goubault,  Bergamot  Syl- 
vange,  Bishops  Thumb,  Catillac,  Bonne  de  Zees,  Beurre  Ranz,  Char- 
lotte deBrower,  Chaumontelle,  Comptde  Launy,  Crassanne,  Columbia, 
Delices  de  Hardenpont  des  Anges,  Doyenne  Boussock,  Easter 
Beurre,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Duchesse  de  Mars,  Flemish  Beauty, 
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Fondant  d'Automne,  Gansels  Bergamot,  Glout  Morceau,  Dix, 
Grand  Soleil,  Hacon's  Incomparable,  Jalousie,  Josephine,  La  For- 
tune, L'Epine  d'ete,  Louise  Bonne  de  J ersey,  Long  Green  of  Autumn, 
Buffum,  Capiaumout,  Chelmsford,  Chaumontelle  Noveau,  Figue, 
Colmar  d'Aremburg,  Cumberland,  Doyenne  Gris,  Doyenne  d'Hiver 
Noveau,  Duchesse  d' Orleans,  Dunmore,  Eyewood,  Fulton,  Gra- 
tioli,  Iron,  Golden  Beurre  of  Bilboa,  Heathcot,  Jealouse  de  Fonte- 
nay,  Lewis,  Laberand,  Long  Green,  Maria  Louise,  Messieur  Jean, 
Napoleon,  Monsieur  Brussells,  Parfum  d'Hiver,  Paradise  d'Au- 
tomne, Sieulle,  Reine  des  Poires,  Sugaret,  Soldat  Laboreur,  St. 
Ghislain,  Styrian,  Washington,  Winter  Nelis,  Vicar  of  Wink- 
field,  Madotte,  Monarch,  Nouveau  Poiteau,  Petit  Rousselet,  Seekel, 
Reine  des  Poires  (Epine),  Spanish  Bon  Chretien,  St.  Germairi,- 
Hericott,  St.  Michael  l'Archange,  Urbaniste,  Vicomte  d'Spoelbeck. 

George  F.  Rice,  Worcester.  Bartlett.  Brown  Beurre,  Dix, 
Duchess  d'Angouleme,  Flemigh  Beauty,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Beurre  Diel,  Glout  Morceau,  Urbaniste,  and 
two  nameless  varieties. 

Geo.  A.  Dresser,  Worcester.  Easter  Beurre,  Glout  Morceau, 
Bartlett,  Beurre  Diel,  Capiaumont,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Napoleon, 
Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Belle  et  Bonne,  St.  Michael,  Louise  Bonne, 
de  Jersey. 

S.  P.  Miller,  Worcester.  St.  Michael,  Vicar  of  Winkfield, 
Beurre  d'Anjou,  Beurre  Diel.  and  one  nameless  variety. 

J.  Henry  Hill,  Worcestei.    Sieulle,  Vicar  of  Winkfield. 

F.  B.  Lawrence,  Worcester.  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  St.  Mich- 
ael, Seckel,  Bartlett. 

John  Stewart,  Worcester.  Bartlett. 

E.  T.  Rand,  Shrewsbury.    Beurre  Diel,  Bartlett. 

P.  H.  Lee,  Barre.    Pound  Pear. 

Wm.  M.  Bickford,  Worcester.    Flemish  Beauty. 

E.  Draper,  Worcester.  Stevens  Genesee,  Bartlett,  Seckel 
Buffum, 

Isaac  Mills,  Worcester.  Bartlett,  St.  Michael  and  three  name- 
less varieties. 

N.  R.  Parkhurst,  Worcester.    Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Bartlett, 
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Napoleon,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 

C.  Johnson,  Northboro.    Seckel,  Brown  Beurre,  Winter  Nelis. 

Ellis  Burt,  Sutton.  Beurre  Bosc,  Bartlett,  St.  Ghislain, 
Dix,  Washington,  Chelmsford,  Knights  Monarch,  Capsheaf,  Marie 
Louise. 

J.  E.  Harrington,  Millbury.    St.  Ghislain. 
C.  C.  Coleman,  Worcester.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  St.  Michael, 
Winter  Nelis. 

J.  Forbush,  Bolton.  Flemish  Beauty,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Bartlett,  aud  nine  nameless  varieties. 

E.  L.  Brigham,  Worcester.  Isabella,  Buffum,  St.  Michael, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  and  one  nameless. 

E.  S.  Stebbins,  Worcester.  Bartlett,  Capiaumont,  Seckel, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Buffum,  Urbaniste,  Catillac,  Winter  Nelis, 
Belmont,  Passe  Colmar,  Flemish  Beauty,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Beurre 
Diel,  St.  Michael,  Glout  Morceau. 

G.W.  Forbush,  Grafton.  Capiaumont,  Soldat  Laboreur,  Glout 
Morceau,  Beurre  Bosc,  Graslin,  Chelmsford,  Urbaniste,  Doyenne 
Robin,  Van  Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  and  four  nameless  varieties. 

Calvin  S.  Thurston,  Grafton.    Beurre  Diel. 

B.  H.  Franklin,  Worcester.    One  unknown  variety. 

Joseph  A.  Denny,  Leicester.    St.  Ghislain,  King  Phillip. 

George  W.  Goodnow,  Southboro,'  Flemish  Beauty,  Pound 
Belle,  Thompson's  Napoleon,  Fondant  d'Automne,  Sweet  Winter, 
Bleekers  Meadow. 

Benjamin  Butman,  Worcester.  Soldat  Laboreur,  Doyenne 
Gris  d'Hiver  Nouveau,  Doyenne  d'Alencon,  Broom  Park,  Belle 
Apres  Noel,  Doyenne  Goubault,  Flemish  Beauty,  Beurre  Clairgeau, 
Napoleon,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Urbaniste,  Henry  IV. 

Benjamin  Walker,  Worcester.  Beurre  Diel,  and  one  name- 
less variety. 

John  M.  Earle,  Worcester.  Urbaniste,  Marie  Louise,  Law- 
rence, Onondaga,  Winter  Nelis,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Kirtland, 
Beurre  Bosc,  Triomphe  de  Jodoigne,  Josephine,  Colmar  d' Arem- 
berg,  Gustine's  Summer,  Belle  Lucrative,  Golden  Beurre  of  Bilboa, 
Bonne  d'Ezee,  Seckel,  Sorlus,  Doyenne  Goubault,  Doyenne 
d'Alencon,  Roussellet  d'Hiver, Capiaumont, Lewis,  Alexander  Bivort, 
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Flemish  Beauty,  Monarch,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  River's  New 
Winter,  St.  Ghislain,  Graslin,  Dumas,  Autumn  Bergamot  (of  the, 
French),  Oliver1  s  Russett,  Belle  de  Noel,  Brown  Beurre,  St.  Michael, 
Striped  Long  Green,  Oswego  Beurre,  Doyenne  Gris,  Beurre 
d'Aremberg,  Beurre  Benoist,  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Belle  et 
Bonne,  Pitts's  Prolific,  Gansel's  Bergamott,  Seckel,  Amadotte, 
Beurre  Derouineau,  Bezi  de  la  Motte,  Grey  Winter  Beurre, 
Catinka,  Eyewood,  Bleeker's  Meadow,  Beurre  Millet,  Verte  Longue 
d'Automne,  Surpasse  Virgalieu,  Beurre  Langlier,  Pope's  Russett, 
Princess  of  Prussia,  Catillac,  Beurre  Ranz,  Glout  Morceau,  Figue, 
Doyenne  Defais,  Buffum,  Thompsons'  Bezi  Montigny,  Vicar  of 
Winkfield,  Las  Canas,  Beurre  Diel,  Passe  Colmar,  Rousselett  de 
Rheims,  Fondant  du  Cormice,  Beurre  Goubault,  Alexandre  Lambre, 
Bartlett,  Heathcote,  Suzette  de  Bavay,  Beurre  Narvez,  Barban- 
cint,  Dix,  and  five  nameless  varieties. 

In  awarding  the  premiums,  offered  by  the  Society,  the  Committee 
wish  to  state  frankly  :  First,  that  they  are  necessarily  unacquainted 
with  the  quality  of  several  of  the  new  fruits  presented,  the  presence 
of  which,  in  a  collection,  may  have  had  great  influence  on  the  vote, 
in  awarding  a  premium  to  that  collection.  But  as  this  sin  of  dis- 
qualification is  one  for  which  they  are  not  responsible,  and  one 
which  cannot  always  be  remedied,  as  the  subject  is  really  understood 
only  by  a  few  large  cultivators,  who  devote  most  of  their  time  to  it. 
Therefore,  the  Committee,  believing  that  they  did  their  duty  consci- 
entiously, and  without  bias  in  favor  of  this  or  that  exhibitor,  and 
believing  that  the  ground  taken  by  them,  in  awarding  premiums  for 
the  best  collection,  is  the  true  one,  namely,  that  the  collection  need 
not  contain  the  largest  number  of  specimens,  but  the  largest  number 
of  good  tried  varieties,  and  the  largest  number  of  new  varieties, 
reputed  good,  but  as  yet  untried,  all  well  cultivated,  and  of  good 
size,  fairness,  and  color,  and  that  their  own  opinion  on  these  points 
is  all  they  have  fcr  their  guide.  They  then  with  confidence  report 
as  their  awards  of  premium,  the  following;  viz: — 


1st  premium  for  the  largest  and  best  collection,  to  John  M.  Earle, 

of  Worcester,  $7  00 

2d  do.  for  second  best  do.  do.,  to  D.  W.  Lincoln  of  Worcester,        -       6  00 
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1st  premium  for  the  best  ten  varieties,  of  not  less  than  five  specimens 

each,  to  D.  W.  Lincoln  of  Worcester,         -      -      -       -       -    5  00 

2d  do.  for  second  best  do.,  do.  to  Geo.  T.  Rice  of  Worcester,  -       -      -    4  00 
3d  do.  for  third  best  do.  do.,  to  Ichabod  Washburn  of  Worcester,  -      -    3  00 
1st  premium  for  the  best  six  varieties,  of  not  less  than  five  specimens 

each,  to  Edward  Earle  of  Worcester,     -      -       -       -      -      -    4  00 

2d  do.  for  second  best  do.  do.,  to  Benjamin  F.  Thomas  of  Worcester,     -    3  00 
3d  do.  for  third  best  do.  do.,  to  Jonathan  Forbush  of  Bolton,-     -       -    2  00 
4th  do.  for  fourth  best  do.  do.,  to  Booth  Bottomly  of  Leicester,     -       -    1  00 
1st  premium  for  the  best  eight  specimens  of  Autumn  Pears  of  one  vari- 
ety, to  Alexander  Marsh  of  Worcester,  for  the  St  Michael,  or 

White  Doyenne,   -    2  00 

2d  do.  for  second  best  do.  do.  to  C.  Johnson  of  Northboro',  forjthe  Brown 

Beurre,       -       .-      --       .-      --  --150 

3d  do.  for  third  best  do.  do.,  to  D.  B.  Harrington  of  Millbury,  for  the 

Duchesse  d'Angouleme,       -      -       -      -      -      -      -  -100 

1st  premium  for  the  best  eight  specimens  of  Winter  Pears  of  one  vari- 
ety, to  J.  F.  Allen  of  Worcester,  for  the  Vicar  of  Winkfield,       -    2  00 
2d  do.  for  second  best  do.  do.,  to  William  A.  Wheeler  of  Worcester,  for 

the  Winter  Nelis,  --  150 

3d  do.  for  third  best  do.  do.,  to  John  M.  Earle,  of  Worcester,  for  the 

Lawrence  Pear,  100 


In  the  collections  for  which  no  premium  could  be  awarded,  the 
Cemmittee^would  notice  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise,  the  following 
specimens  as  remarkable  for  size,  fairness,  and  beauty : 

The  Dix,  and  Paradise  d'Automne,  presented  by  Dr.  Green; 
The  St.  Michael,  by  Geo.  Jaques  ;  The  Dix,  by  I.  Davis;  The 
Beurre  Bosc,  by  Nathaniel  Paine  ;  The  Seckel,  by  Dr.  Hey- 
wood  ;  The  Glout  Morceau,  by  F.  H.  Dewey ;  The  Louise  Bonne 
de  Jersey,  and  Beurre  Diel,  by  H.  Goulding  ;  The  Flemish 
Beauty,  by  O.  B.  Hadwen;  The  Winter  Nelis,  by  C.  Johnson, 
of  Northboro';  The  Beurre  d' Anjou,  by  S.  P.  Miller  ;  The  Duch- 
esse d'Angouleme,  by  James  R.  Pierce  ;  The  Urbaniste,  and  a 
splendid  basket  of  fruit,  by  S.  P.  Champney  ;  The  Beurre  Bosc, 
and  Paradise  d'Automne,  by  Chas.  A.  Wheeler  ;  The  Doyenne 
Boussock,  by  Fitzroy  Willard  ;  The  Van  Mons  Leon  le  Clerc, 
and  Winter  Nelis,  by  C.  W.  Forbush,  of  Grafton  ;  The  Stevens 
Genessee,  by  Rev.  A.  Hill  ;    The  St.  Michael,  by  N.  A.  Lombard; 
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The  Seckel,  by  M.  T.  Breck  ;  A  splendid  basket  of  fruit,  by  D.  W, 
Lincoln.  And  the  magnificent  show  of  Flemish  Beauty,  by  P.  D> 
Tiffany,  for  which  a  Gratuity  of  $1,00  is  awarded. 

In  closing  this  lengthy  report,  the  Committee  respectfully  request 
permission  to  suggest  this  single  idea  to  the  notice  of  the  Society  : 
That  the  great  variety,  and  superior  excellence  of  pears  native  to 
our  own  climate  and  soil,  render  them  in  an  eminent  degree  worthy 
of  the  encouragement  of  this  Society,  and  through  it  to  the  attention 
of  cultivators  in  our  County,  and  the  Committee  believe,  that  if  the 
subject  were  thus  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  community,  a  much 
larger,  and  better  show  of  the  native  varieties,  would  be  the  result ; 
varieties,  which,  like  the  Seckel,  the  Dix,  the  Bloodg<  od,  and  a  host 
of  other,  while  they  yield  to  none  in  beauty,  size,  and  davor,  need  no 
acclimation,  no  dwarfing,  and  invariably  return  full,  and  often  im- 
mense crops.  Therefore,  the  Committee  suggest,  that  a  premium 
for  the  largest  and  best  collection  of  American  Pears,  be  added  to 
the  premium  list. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

R.  WOODWARD,  Chairman, 


REPORT  ON  OTHER  FRUIT. 


Committee  —  E.  B.  Stoddard,  Chairman  ;  William  Workman^ 
Jonathan  Forbush,  D.  S.  Messinger.  The  Committee  on  other" 
Fruit,  submit  the  following  report : 

The  collection  of  Peaches,  included  in  the  Exhibition,  was  not  so 
good  as  in  former  years.  The  Peach  crop  seems  to  have  been  pretty 
generally  cut  off  by  the  severity  of  the  past  winter,  so  that  many 
persons,  who  have  formerly  contributed  largely,  were  unable  to  offer 
any  specimens. 

The  collection  of  A.  H.  Allen  of  Shrewsbury,  far  excelled  that  of  any  other, 
and  we  awarded  to  him  the  first  premium  of  Three  Dollars. 

J.  Hartshorn  of  Worcester,  exhibited  some  very  fine  specimens,  and  we 
awarded  him  the  second  premium  of  Two  Dollars. 

For  the  next  best  collection,  we  awarded  John  W.  Capron  of  Uxbridge,  the 
third  premium  of  One  Dollar. 

For^the  best  dish  of  ten  specimens,  of  one  variety  of  Seedlings,  we  awarded 
Micah  Johnson  of  Worcester,  the  premium  of  Two  Dollars. 

For  the  second  best  specimens  of  ten,  of  one  variety,  we  awarded  E.  S.  Steb- 
bins  of  Worcester,  the  premium  of  $1  50. 

For  the  third  best  specimens  of  ten,  the  premium  of  One  Dollar  was  awarded 
to  D.  W.  Lincoln  of  Worcester. 

The  collection  of  Plums  was  small,  and  we  were  of  the  opinion 
that  there  was  no  collection  which  was  entitled  to  the  first  premium. 

J.  M.  Earle  of  Worcester,  presented  the  largest  variety,  but  the  Plums  were 
inferior  in  growth  and  of  a  quality  so  ordinary,  as  not  to  merit  the  bounty  of 
the  Society. 

For  the  best  dish  of  Plums  of  twelve  specimens  of  one  variety,  Coe's  Golden 
Drop  we  awarded  the  premium  of  $1  50  to  Dr.  0.  Martin  of  Worcester. 
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%r  the  second  best  dish  of  twelve  specimens,  we  awarded  the  premium  of 
One  Dollar  to  Ansel  Lakin  of  Worcester. 

The  collection  of  Quinces  was  very  small,  and  for  the  best  collection  we 
awarded  the  premium  of  Two  Dollars  to  William  Mayo  of  Worcester. 
For  the  second  best,  to  Job  C.  Stone,  of  Shrewsbury,  One  Dollar. 

The  collection  of  Grapes  formed  one  of  the  pleasantest  features  of 
the  Exhibition.  The  culture  of  the  Grape  seems  to  receive  the 
merited  attention,  which  it  deserves.  This  portion  of  the  Exhibition 
can  in  future  be  made  still  more  attractive,  if  the  Society  will  pro- 
vide larger  and  more  appropriate  glass  cases,  in  which  the  fruit  may- 
be more  distinctly  and  generally  examined. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  fairly  testing  the  various  specimens  and 
the  labors  of  the  Committee  have  been  well  repaid  by  such  a  delicious 
dessert. 

The  following  premiums  were  awarded  : — 

D.  W.  Lincoln,  Worcester,  for  the  largest  and  best  collection  grown  un« 

der  glass,   $4  00 

For  the  next  best,  do,  William  A.  Wheeler,  Worcester,  -  -  3  00 
For  the  third  best,  do.  Ichabod  Washburn,  Worcester,  -  -  2  00 
For  the  best  specimens  of  Isabella  Grape  to  Jonathan  Forbush,  Bolton,  2  00 
For  the  2d  best,  do.  do       to  George  Jaques,  Worcester,     1  50 

For  "   3d  "  do.  do.      "  George  Estabrook,  Worcester,  1  00 

For  the  best  specimens  of  native  Grapes  worthy  of  cultivation  to 

J.  D.  Goddard,  Shrewsbury,  2  00 

We  also  awarded  a  gratuity  of  $2  00  to  Charles  Hale,  Millbury,  for  his  fine 
and  fair  collection  of  Grapes  grown  under  glass. 

The  Committee  desire  to  say,  that  after  the  cards  had  been  placed 
upon  the  cases  announcing  the  second  premium  to  W.  A.  Wheeler  > 
and'the  third  to  Ichabod  Washburn,  they  differed  equally,  as  to  who 
should  have  the  preference,  but  in  as  much  as  the  announcement  had 
been  made,  no  change  was  deemed  advisable. 

The  collection  of  Mr.  Washburn  was  the  largest,  but  the  fruit 
was  not  so  ripe  as  that  of  Mr.  Wheeler.  Although  the  premiums 
are  fixed  as  announced,  still  each  competitor  has  an  equal  number  of 
the  acting  Committee  biased  in  his  favor.  We  hope  to  see,  still  finer 
specimens  as  the  "  fruits  "  of  this  close  competition  another  year. 
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As  the  immediate  result  of  the  culture  of  the  Grape,  we  had  the 
opportunity  of  seeing"  some  very  fine  native  wine  in  "original 
packages  "  bottled  by  Curtis  Forbush  of  Grafton. 

Being  desirous  of  doing  our  whole  duty,  we  are  happy  to  say 
upon  the  certificate  of  the  "  Doctor  "  who  was  one  of  us,  that  the 
pure  juice  of  the  Grape  can  be  manufactured  in  Worcester  County, 
which  need  not  be  used  entirely  for  Mechanical  purposes,  but  will 
serve  a  good  turn  for  Committees  and  invalids. 

The  particular  Hems  of  the  Exhibition  are  herewith  submitted,  and 
we  congratulate  the  Society  upon  the  marked  success  which  has 
attended  the  labors  of  the  contributors  during  the  past  year. 

E.  B.  STODDARD,  Chairman. 

The  following  list  of  Fruits  were  entered  for  exhibition : 
PEACHES. 

Stephen  Glazier,  Worcester.    Nameless  Peach. 
Sidney  Smith,  Worcester.    Early  Crawford. 
Sylvanus  Sears,  Worcester.  Seedling. 

0.  B.  Hadwen,  Worcester.  Early  Crawford,  Late  Rareripe, 
Walter's  Early,  Seedling  (four  varieties),  Lemon  Clingstone,  Late 
Crawford,  Kendrick's  Heath,  Golden  Purple. 

James  H.   Wall,    Worcester.    Late   Crawford,  Clingstone 

Elias  Hull,  Millbury.    Late  Crawford. 

J.  Hartshorn,  Worcester.  Early  Crawford,  Coolidge's  Favorite, 
Rareripe,  Fall,  David  Hill. 

S.  P.  Champney,  Worcester.    Early  Crawford. 

W.  W.  Pratt,  Worcester.  Seedling. 

Isaac  Mills,  Worcester.    Late  Rareripe  (two  varieties.) 

Micah  J ohnson,  Worcester.  Early  Rareripe  Peach,  Seedling, 
Yellow  Rareripe. 

Wm.  C.  Lamson,  Worcester.  Seedling. 

T.  &  J.  S.  Merriam,  Auburn.  Seedling,  Nameless,  Crawford, 
Melocoton,  Allen,  Georgia. 

J ohn  W.  Capron,  Worcester.  Nameless  four  varieties, Ballard's 
Seedling. 

T.  R.  Norcross,  Shrewsbury.  Seedling. 
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A.  H.  Allen,  Shrewsbury.  Early  Crawford,  Late  Crawford, 
Honey  Rareripe,  Late  Newington,  Lemon,  Blood,  Red  Rareripe, 
Clingstone  (three  varieties), Colton  Rareripe, Seedling,  Browns  Seed- 
ling Peach,  Earles  Late,  Yellow  Albany,  Orange  Clingstone,  Roman 
Nectarine,  Ballards  Seedling,  and  thirteen  nameless  varieties. 

B.  H.  Franklin  Worcester.    One  nameless  variety. 

E.  S.  Stebbins,  Worcester.    Geo.  Fourth,  Crawford. 

PLUMS. 

Ansel  Lakin,  Worcester.    One  nameless  variety. 

F.  L.  Allen,  Worcester.    One  nameless  variety. 
Josiah  Rice,  Worcester.    Egg  Plum,  Golden  Drop. 
0.  Martin,  Worcester.    Coe's  Golden  Drop. 

J.  T.  Allen,  Worcester.    Coe's  Golden  Drop. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester.    One  nameless  variety. 

Wm.  Workman,  Worcester.    Coe's  Golden  Drop. 

J.  M.  Earle,  Worcester.  Coe's  Golden  Drop,  Roe's  Autumn 
Gage,  Damson,  Blue  Gage,  Imperial  Gage,  Jefferson,  St.  Catharine, 
Lombard,  Myrobolam,  German  Prune,  New  Damson. 

S.  P.  Miller,  Worcester.    Coe's  Golden  Drop. 

Wm.  M.  Bickford,  Worcester.    Purple  Plum. 

GRAPES. 

L.  Spring,  Worcester.    On  variety  Native. 

Ichabod  Washburn,  Worcester.  Black  Hamburgh, Black  Prince, 
Black  St.  Peters,  White  Frontignac,  Muscat  of  Alexandria,  Royal 
Muscadine,  Syrian,  Decans  Sup,  Sweet  Water,  Diana,  and  two 
Seedling  varietis. 

Wm.  A.  Wheeler,  Worcester.  G.  Frontignac,  Victoria 
Hamburgh,  Black  Hamburgh,  Gross  Blue,  Syrian,  Wilmots  Ham- 
burgh, Zinfindall,  White  Water,  Isabella,  Diana,  Native. 

S.  P.  Champney,  Worcester.  Isabella. 

Henry  Phelps,  Worcester.  Isabella. 

James  Green,  Worcester.    White  Chamlas. 

J.  D.  Goddard,  Shrewsbury.  Native. 

Edward  W.  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Isabella. 
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Timothy  Bancroft,  Worcester.    White,  Seedling. 

Charles  A.  Peirce,  Grafton.    Native,  Isabella. 

John  Barnard,  Worcester.  Isabella. 

J.  H.  Moore,  Charlton.    Fitchburg,  Blackstone. 

George  Jaques,  Worcester.    Diana,  Isabella. 

Calvin  S.  Thurston,  Grafton.  Isabella. 

Chas.  Hall,  Millbury.    Black  Hamburg,  Sweet  Water. 

J.  Lovell,  Jr.,  Worcester.    Northern  Muscadine. 

Job  C.  Stone,  Shrewsbury.    Hartford  Prolific. 

J.  Forbush,  Bolton.  Isabella. 

D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Black  Hamburg,  Wilmot's  Black 
Hamburg,^Blake  Prune,  Sweet  Water,  Muscat  of  Alexandria,  White 
Frontignac,  Gresby  Frontignac,  Black  Frontignac,  Chasselas  du 
bar  Sur  Aube,  Chasselas  de  Fontainbleu,  Golden  Chasselas,  Jos- 
liens  St.  Albans,  Chasselas  Musque,  Lombardy,  Royal  Muscadine, 

George  Eastabrook,  Worcester,  Isabella. 

QUINCES. 

S.  P.  Champney,  Worcester.    Orange  Quinces. 

Joel  Knapp,  Worcester.    Common  " 

Emory  Banister,  Worcester.    Orange  " 

D.  B.  Harrington,  Millbury.  Orange  " 
T.  Bancroft,  Worcester.  Orange,  Pear  " 
James  H.  Wall,  Worcester.  Orange  " 
George  Jaques,  Worcester.  Orange  " 
Solomon  Parsons,  Worcester.  Orange  " 
Charles  Brigham,  Worcester.  Orange  " 
G.  H.  Lee,  Barre,  Mass.  Orange  " 
Job  C.  Stone,  Shrewsbury.    Orange  " 

CRANBERRIES. 

C.  Dyer,  Worcester.    Common  Cranberries. 

Solomon  Parsons,  Worcester.    California  Cranberries. 

Calvin  S.  Thurston,  Grafton.    Native.  " 

E.  G.  Daniels,  Blackstone.    Native.  il 
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Ellis  Burt,  Sutton,    Native  Cranberries. 
B.  H.  Franklin,  Sutton.    Native  " 

WINE. 

J.  Lovell,  Jr.,  Worcester.    Currant,  1849,  '53,  '54. 

Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury.    Grape  Wine. 

Curtis  Forbush,  Grafton.  Isabella  Grape  Wine,  Native  Grape 
Wine,  Smyrna  Raisins  Wine,  Quince  Wine,  Wild  Cherry  Wine, 
Wild  Cherry  and  Elderberry  Wine,  Cranberry  Wine. 

LEMONS. 

Isaac  Davis,  Worcester. 
William  A.  Wheeler,  Worcester. 


REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 


Committee  : — F.Wayland,  Jr.,  of  Worcester,  Chairman ;  Charles 
Whittemore,  S.  H.  Colton,  G.  A.  Chamberlain,  of  Worcester ;  Chas. 
A.  Wheeler,  of  Grafton. 

It  gives  jour  Committee  great  pleasure  to  report  that  the  show  of 
Vegetables  this  year  was  very  large  and  creditable.  It  furnishes 
abundant  evidence  that  in  our  efforts  to  bring  fruits  and  flowers  to  their 
highest  perfection,  we  have  not  forgotten  the  importance  of  devoting 
much  of  our  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  Vegetables.  Indeed  too 
much  importance  can  hardly  be  attached  to  this  department  of  Hor- 
ticulture. It  concerns  us  all,  and  especially  those,  who  in  the  present 
state  of  prices  are  in  a  great  measure  cut  off  from  the  use  of  meats, 
to  know  all  the  best  varieties  of  vegetables,  and  how  they  can  be 
raised  to  the  greatest  advantage.  The  necessities  and  comforts  of 
life  should  be  secured  before  we  turn  our  attention  to  luxuries. 

Your  Committee  were  therefore  most  happy  that  after  awarding  the 
regular  premiums  to  successful  competitors,  there  remained  a  con- 
siderable surplus  of  money  to  be  appropriated  to  gratuities.  And  in 
no  case  was  a  gratuity  awarded  as  a  mere  encouragement,  for  in  every 
instance  the  article  or  collection  so  designated,  was  intrinsically  worthy 
of  honorable  distinction. 

The  display  of  Potatoes  was  especially  deserving  of  mention — of 
these,  fifteen  varieties  were  exhibited  by  Joel  Knapp  of  Sutton, 
thirteen  varieties  by  S.  P.  Champney  of  Worcester,  and  eleven  vari- 
eties by  W.  F.  Wheeler  of  Grafton.  Mr.  Knapp  informed 
your  Committee  that  nothing  but  want  of  time,  prevented  him  from 
bringing  to  the  exhibition  forty  varieties  of  potatoes  raised  on  his 
farm  the  present  year. 

The  show  of  Squashes  and  Pumpkins  was  also  most  creditable. 

Several  collections  of  Vegetables  were  on  exhibition,  and  were  the 
objects  of  general  admiration,  particularly  those  of  Ichabod  Wash- 
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burn,  S.  P.  Champney  and  Jos.  Lovell,  Jr.  In  fact  your  Commit- 
tee can  say  with  entire  truth,  that  no  articles  were  exhibited  in  this 
department  which  did  not  reflect  credit  upon  their  exhibitors. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  articles  exhibited  as  copied  from  the 
Secretary's  book  of  entries  : 

Francis  M.  Drake,  Leicester.    Sweet  Corn. 

C.  A.  Smith,  Millbury.    Marrow  Squashes. 
Stephen  Glazier,  Worcester.    Pumpkins  ;  Musk  Melon. 
Walter  Bigelow,  Jr..  Worcester.  Pumpkins. 

William  Ross,  Worcester.  Onions;  Marrow  and  Crookneck 
Squashes;  Beets. 

Wm.  D.  Cheever,  Worcester.    Mammoth  Squashes. 
William  Eames,  Worcester.    Marrow  Squashes. 
J.  F.  Gilmore,  Westboro'.  Pumpkins. 

T.  R.  Norcross,  Shrewsbury.  Acorn,  Marrow  and  Valpariso 
Squashes. 

Ellas  Hull,  Millbury.    Custard  Squash  of  1854  ;  Pumpkins  ; 
Crookneck  Squashes ;  Turnips ;  Squashes  nameless. 
Hugh  Hearn,  Worcester.  Pumpkins. 
William  Coe,  Worcester.  Turnips. 

D.  H.  Perry,  Worcester.    Crookneck  Winter  Squashes. 
Charles  Whittemore,  Worcester.    Sweet  Pumpkins;  Canada 

Crookneck  Squashes ;  Potatoes. 

Booth  Bottomly,  Leicester.  Canada  Crookneck  Squashes ;  Cit- 
ron Melons. 

Sylvanus  Sears,  Worcester.  Caula  Rapa ;  Pumpkins ;  Canada 
Crookneck  Squash  ;  Early  Dutch  Cabbage ;  Turnip  Beets  ;  Sugar 
Beets  ;  Stowell's  Evergreen  and  Yellow  Corn ;  Chenango  and  St. 
Helena  Potatoes. 

Dr.  Geo.  Chandler.  Worcester.    Stowell's  Evergreen  Corn. 

Eli  Johnson,  Worcester.  Pumpkins, Canada  Crookneck  Squashes 
Turnip  Radishes,  Seedling  Potatoes,  Red  Seedling  Potatoes. 

S.  A.  Cushing,  Shrewsbury.  Pumpkins. 

0.  Underwood,  Milford.  Squash. 

Dexter  Carr,  Worcester.    Valparaiso  Squash,  65  pounds. 
Ichabod  Washburn,  Worcester.    Early  Blood  Turnip  Beets ; 
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Long  Blood  Beet ;  Large  Lima,  White  Seiva,  Speckled  Seiva,  Hor- 
ticultural, and  French  Sancre  Beans ;  Coles  New  Crested  Celery  ; 
Symon's  Imperial  Bed  Celery ;  Green  Curled  Endive ;  White  Egg 
Plant ;  Late  London  Cauliflower  ;  Early  French,  Early  Horn  and 
Long  Orange  Carrot;  Early  Sweet,  Late  Sweet,  Pop,  Stowell's 
Evergreen  and  California  Corn ;  Large  Dutch  Turnips  ;  Early 
New  Short  Round  Parsnip  ;  Early  Apple,  Large  Smooth  Red,  Mam- 
moth, Large  Yellow,  Round  Yellow,  Apple,  Pear  Shaped,  Plum  and 
Strawberry  Tomatoes  ;  Summer  Crookneck,  Summer  Bush,  Marrow, 
Autumnal  Marrow,  and  Winter  Marrow  Squashes;  French  Sorrell ; 
French  Blete  ;  Salsify  ;  Ruta  Baga  Turnips ;  Bell  Peppers  ;  Caula 
Rapa  ;  Musk  Melon  from  Paris ;  Shivery  improved  Cucumber  ;  Early 
White  Corn ;  Pumpkin. 

S.  P.  Champney,  Worcester.  Oats ;  Autumnal  Marrow,  Nut- 
meg, Crookneck,  and  Fancy  Squashes ;  Citron  Melons ;  Orange  Car- 
rots ;  Early  Frame  Cucumbers ;  Danvers  Onions  ;  Ruta  Baga  Tur- 
nips ;  St.  Helena,  Lady  Finger,  Dover,  Chenango,  Kidney,  Roxbury 
Early  Seedling,  Hill,  Mexican,  Early  Blue,  Cow  Horn,  and  Rutland 
Red  Potatoe;  (and  one  nameless  variety.)  Eight  rowed  Field,  Tusca- 
rora  Sweet,  Sweet,  Red  Cob  Sweet,  White  Pop,  and  mixed  Pop  Corn ; 
Caseknife,  Seiva,  Black  Eyed,  Red  Eyed,  White  Field  and  Horti- 
cultural Beans. 

Isaac  Mills,  Worcester.    Pumpkins  ;  Squashes ;  Sweet  Corn. 
S.  Putnam,  Worcester.  Squashes. 

Solomon  Parsons,  Worcester.    Brazilian  Beans ;  Winter  Peas; 

Nathaniel  Paine,  Worcester.  Early  Hill,  Black,  St  Helena 
and  one  nameless  variety  of  Potatoes. 

Timothy  Bancroft,  Worcester.  ^  Early  Sweet  Corn. 

Alexander  McCambridge,  Worcester.  Squashes. 

B.  Woodward,  Worcester.    Marrow  Squashes. 

Joseph  Lovell,  jr.  Worcester.  Marrow,  Canada  Crookneck, 
Scallop  and  Crookneck  Summer  Squashes  ;  Beets ;  Sweet  Corn  ;  Cel- 
ery; Carrots;  Drum-head,  Red  Dutch,  and  Savoy  Cabbages; 
Tmatoes  :  Brazilian  and  Snap  Beans  ;  Early  White  Corn  ;  Martinas, 
Long-prickly  and  Cluster  Cucumbers. 

0.  B.  Hadwin,  Worcester.  Savoy  and  Drum-head  Cabbages  j 
Turnip  Beets  ;  White  and  Yellow  English  Turnips. 
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Silas  Allen,  Shrewsbury.  Wood's  Seedling,  Smith's  Seedling, 
St.  Helena,  Long  Red,  and  Chenango  Potatoes  ;  Whitman  Corn. 

F.  H.  Parker,  Southboro'.    Egyptian  Wheat. 

Chenery  Harrington,  Worcester.  Pumpkins. 

Newell  Wood,  Millbury.  Jenny  Lind,  Dover,  Seedling, 
Chenango,  Black,  Peruvian,  Peach  Blow,  Early  Hill,  Kidney,  and 
sNew  Hampshire  Potatoes ;  Illinois  Beans. 

A.  L.  Burbank,  Worcester.    Six  Pumpkins  from  one  Vine. 

Nathan  Washburn,  Worcester.  French  Blood  Turnip  Beet ; 
Purple  Egg  Plant. 

W.  B.  Harlow,  Shrewsbury.  Pumpkins. 

Solomon  Bartlett,  Shrewsbury.    Cabbages;  Sweet  Potatoes. 

Horatio  Phelps,  Worcester.  Custard,  Valparaiso  and  Crook- 
necked  Squashes. 

Samuel  H.  Colton,  Worcester.  Drumhead  and  Red  Cabbages  ; 
Celery  ;  Lima  Beans  ;  Parsnips  ;  Carrots ;  Blood  Beets  ;  Mammoth 
Pumpkins  ;  Crookneck  and  Marrow  Squashes ;  Early  White,  Holland, 
Stone  Hill,  and  Liverpool  Potatoes. 

A.  Earned,  Worcester.    Snake  Cucumbers. 

Charles  Poland,  Millbury.    Water  Melon. 

John  Angier,  Worcester.    Winter  Squashes. 

Jonathan  Forbush,  Bolton.    Table  Beets. 

P.  Dexter  Tiffany,  Worcester.  Cassabar  Melon  ;  Egg  Plant ; 
Beets. 

E  T.  Rand,  Shrewsbury.    Squashes ;  Beets. 

Francis  H.  Dewtey,  Worcester.  Sweedish  and  Stone  Turnips  ; 
Orange  Beets  ;  Carrots  ;  Radishes  ;  Lima  and  Caseknife  Beans  ; 
Citron  Melons  ;  Egyptian  Wheat. 

Wm.  F.  Wheeler,  Grafton.  State  of  Maine,  Chenango,  St. 
Helena,  Ladies-finger,  Carter,  Dover,  Peggie,  Peach  Blow,  Pink 
Eyes,  Nameless,  King's,  and  Nova  Scotia  Early  Potatoes. 

0.  H.  Blood,  Worcester.    Celery  and  Lettuce. 

Wm.  A.  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Parsnips. 

J.  L.  Woodward,  Worcester.  English  and  Pennsylvania  Tur- 
nips, Sugar  Beets. 

Joel  Knapp,  Sutton.  Sweet  Corn  ;  California,  Pink  Eyes,  Long 
J ohn,  English  White,  Lady-finger,  Blue  Speck  Seedling,  Red  Speck 
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Seedling,  Cow  Horn,  Stand-up,  Blue  Mohawk,  Peach  Blow,  White 
Kidney,  Black,  Crackers,  and  Michigan  Potatoes. 

C.  Johnson,  Northboro.    Turkish  Wheat. 

Geo.  A.  Draper,  Worcester.  Marrow  Squashes  ;  Table  Beets ; 
Flat  Purple  Top,  Flat  White  Top,  Sweedish,  Ruta  Baga,  Long  and 
Flat  Aberdeen  Turnips  ;  St.  Helena,  Early  White,  Black,  Peach 
Blow,  and  nameless  Potatoes  ;  Cabbages. 

B.  H.  Franklin,  Worcester.  Corn. 

Joseph  A.  Denny,  Leicester.    Brown  Corn. 

The  following  premiums  were  recommended: 
For  the  largest  and  best  collection  of  Vegetables  Ichabod  Washburn,   $4  00 


"     2d.          do.        do.        do.        do.            S.  P.  Champney,  3  00 

"    3d.         do.        do.        do.        do.        to  Jos.  Lovell,  Jr.,  2  00 

For  best  collection  of  Potatoes,  S.  P.  Champney,       -      -      -  3  00 

"   next  best  do.          do.,     to  Joel  Knapp,  Sutton,      -       -  2  00 

"  best  Seedling  Potatoes,  Eli  Johnson,   3  00 

"     "  three  pure  Canada  Crookneck  Squashes,  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  1  00 

"    "     "    Marrow  Squashes,  Ashley  Moore,       -      -      -  2  00 

tt    tt  Winter  Squashes  of  any  other  variety,  E.  T.  Hand,  Shrewsbury,  1  00 

"    "  three  Lots  of  Celery,  Dr.  O/H.  Blood,         -      -      -      -  1  00 

"    "    "    Savory  Cabbages,  O.  B.  Hadwin,   1  00 

"    "    "    heads  of  any  other  variety,  Sylvanus  Sears,     -       -  1  00 

"    "    "    Pumpkins,  S.  H.  Colton,   1  00 

"    "    Collection  of  Turnips,  Geo.  A.  Dresser,      -      -      -  2  00 
"    "    best  table  Beets  not  less  than  one  peck,  Silas  Allen,  Shrews- 
bury,   100 

"    "    best  Sweet  Corn,  not  less  than  six  ears,  J.  N.  Drake,  Leicester,  1  00 

The  following  Gratuities  were  recommended. 
To  William  Ross  for  one  bunch  of  Onions,  -       -       -       -      -  -100 

"  Isaac  Mills,  for  collection  of  Vegetables,   1  00 

<  F.  H.  Dewey  "      "       "        "   1  00 

"  Elias  Hull,  Millbury        "        "   100 

1 1  Horatio  Phelps,  for  collection  of  Squashes,    -      -      -      -      -  100 

"  T.  R.  Norcross,  Shrewsbury,  do.      do.      -----  1  00 

"  John  Angier,                       do.      do.   1  00 

"  W.  F.  Wheeler,  Grafton,  collection  of  Potatoes,    -      -      -      -  1  00 

"  James  Green,        "           "        "       "  1 00 

"  Newell  Wood,  Millbury,      "        "        "  1  00 

"  Hugh  Hearn,  collection  of  Pumpkins,   100 

c<  N.  B.  Harlow,  Shrewsbury,   100 

"  S.  H.  Colton,  Potatoes,   1  00 

For  the  Committee, 


F.  WAYLAND,  jr.  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  FLOWERS  AND  DECORATIONS. 


Committee: — Geo.  Bushnell,  Chairman;  Henry  Sargent, 
Horatio  Phelps,  C.  Harris,  S.  P.  Champney. 

They  report : — That  they  have  taken  much  pleasure  in  the  duty 
assigned  to  them,  and  are  happy  to  congratulate  the  Society,  and 
the  public  who  enjoy  and  are  benefited  by  this  exhibition,  upon  the 
growing  interest  which  is  manifest  in  the  culture  of  Elowers.  That 
portion  of  the  Committee  whose  opinions  on  this  subject,  are  entitled 
to  weight,  are  of  one  mind  in  pronouncing  this  the  finest  exhibition 
yet  made  in  this  department.  The  Show  of  Green  House  Plants 
both  in  quality  and  variety,  was  highly  creditable  to  the  skill  and 
enterprise  of  the  contributors. 

The  Decorations  of  the  Hall  and  the  tables  were  in  general  suc- 
cessful, because  simple  and  unpretending. 

The  Committee  are  aware  that  a  plain,  rectangular  room,  is  not 
the  best  adapted  to  purposes  of  decoration.  Nevertheless  they  beg 
leave  to  suggest  whether  a  greater  boldness  of  design,  even  if  not 
always  perfectly  successful,  would  not  add  to  the  attractiveness  and 
value  of  future  exhibitions.  As  to  the  arrangement  of  Elowers  the 
Committee  wish  to  say  a  word  for  the  benefit  of  future  contributors 
while  they  have  noticed  with  pleasure  many  proofs  of  good  taste  in 
this  respect,  they  have  still  to  regret  some  evidences  and  especially 
in  the  composition  of  Boquets  of  the  tyranny  of  fashion.  It  should 
be  understood  that  a  dull  adherence  to  fixed  forms,  such  as  is  seen 
in  a  boquet  where  flowers  tower  in  parallel  rows  into  a  cone,  is  not  to 
be  tolerated,  and  that  no  floral  piece  is  to  be  regarded  as  having  any 
claim  to  beauty,  which  is  not  in  some  sense  an  original,  that  is,  one 
whose  form  and  arrangement  have  not  been  mechanically  copied, 
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but  artistically  created,  as  the  color  or  texture  of  the  forms  of  tho 
Flowers  embraced  in  it  or  the  effect  sought,  require. 

The  principal  contributors  in  this  department  are  as  follows: 

Mrs.  Nathan  Washburn,  Worcester.  Two  Boquets  Cut  Flowers. 

J.  C.  Hammond,  East  Douglass.    Moss  Cottage. 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Carey,  Shrewsbury.    Two  Boquets  of  Cut  Flowers, 

Mrs.  E.  Banister,  Worcester.  Dahlias. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Ripley,  Worcester.  One  Dish  Cut  Verbenas,  three 
Boquets  Cut  Flowers,  two  Dishes  Cut  Flowers,  one  Boquet  and 
Circle  Cut  Flowers,  one  Basket  Cut  Flowers,  one  Dish  Cut  Flowers 
containing  about  one  hundred  varieties  of  Annual  Flowers. 

C.  Harris,  Worcester.    One  Stand  Pansies,  one  Stand  Asters. 

Isaac  Davis,  Worcester.  One  Pot  Mignolia  Cipensis,  one  Pot 
Arbutalon. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester.    Floral  Arch  of  Cut  Flowers. 

S.  P.  Champney,  Worcester.  Two  Baskets  Cut  Flowers,  two 
Vases  of  Asters,  one  Vase  of  Cut  Flowers. 

Wm.  Knights,  Worcester.    One  Vase  of  Amaryllis  G.  H.  P. 

Mrs.  Canfield,  Worcester.    Two  Boquets  of  Cut  Flowers. 

Mrs.  Simeon  Clapp,  Worcester.    One  Stand  of  Cut  Flowers. 

Mrs.  Alex.  Marsh,  Worcester.    One  Boquet  Cut  Flowers. 

Mrs.  James  Green,  Worcester.    Boquet  Cut  Flowers. 

P.  Young,  Worcester.    Basket  Cut  Flowers. 

F.  H.  Dewey,  Worcester.  Three  Stands  Cut  Flowers,  contain- 
ing 65  varieties.    One  Stand  of  Dahlias  and  Asters. 

Miss  Hester  Newton,  Worcester.    Two  Boquets  Cut  Flowers. 

Mrs.  Wm.  Greenleaf,  Worcester.    Stand  Dahlias. 

Wm.  A.  Wheeler,  Worcester.    Two  Boquets  Cut  Flowers. 

I.  D.  Goddard,  Shrewsbury.    Green  House  Plant  Amaryllis. 

J.  A.  Tolman,  Worcester.    One  Boquet  Cut  Flowers. 

Ichabod  Washburn  Worcester.  Twenty-two  Pots  Asters,  Cut 
Flowers,  five  Pots  Green  House  Plants,  three  Boquets  Cut  Flowers. 

Mrs.  Emillie  Willey,  Danvers.  Boquet  Wax  Flowers,  Gre- 
cian Painting. 

Miss  Nellie  S.  Coes,  Worcester.    Vase  Cut  Flowers. 
Levi  Hitchcock,  Millbury.    One  Pot  Amaranthus  Tricolor. 
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Larkin  Smith,  Worcester.  Vase  China  Asters,  Boquet  Cut 
Flowers. 

P.  D.  Tiffany,  Worcester.  Floral  Design  Cut  Flowers,  Stand 
Dahlias,  Roses,  Cut  Flowers,  Asters,  18  Pots  Green  House  Plants. 

Mrs.  Asenath  Fawcett,  Worcester.    One  Stand  Cut  Flowers. 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Green  Worcester.    Three  Vases  Cut  Flowers. 

Mrs.  Henry  Goulding.  Two  Vases  Cut  Flowers,  1  Stand 
Dahlias. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  these  contributions,  the  premiums 
proposed  by  the  Society  were  assigned  as  follows : 


For  the  largest  and  best  display  of  cut  Flowers  to  J.  C.  Ripley,  the  1st 

$3  00 

"  "  next  best  display  of  cut  Flowers  to  F.  H.  Dewey,  the  2d  pre- 

2  00 

"   "   third  best  display  of  cut  Flowers  to  P.  D.  Tiffany,  the  3d  pre- 

100 

"   11    best  display  of  Green  House  Plants  to  P.  D.  Tiffany,  the  1st 

3  00 

"   "    2d  best  display  of  Green  House  Plants  to  Ichabod  Washburn, 

2  00 

"   "     best  pair  of  Boquets  suitable  for  the  parlor  to  J.  C.  Ripley, 

2  00 

"   "    2d  best  to  Mrs.  Nathan  "Washburn  the  2d  premium  of  - 

100 

"    "    best  display  of  Dahlias  to  P.  D.  Tiffany,  a  premium  of  - 

100 

To  Mrs.  William  Greenleaf  for  a  display  of  Dahlias,  a  gratuity  of  -  1  00 
For  the  best  display  of  Asters  to  C.  Harris,  a  premium  of  -      -  1  00 

To  Ichabod  Washburn  for  the  next  best  display  of  Asters,  a  gratuity  of    1  00 

For  Roses,  premiums  were  not  awarded,  as  there  appeared  to  be 
no  collection  of  sufficient  merit  to  deserve  it. 

A  gratuity  of  $2  00  was  voted  J.  O.  Hammond  for  the  Moss  Cottage  he  ex- 
hibited. 

Of  Floral  designs,  two  pieces  were  presented — one  by  P.  D. 
Tiffany,  the  other  by  the  President  of  the  Society.  The  first  the 
Committee  decided  should  receive  a  premium  of  $2  00.  The  Pres- 
ident was  commended  for  his  reward  to  the  smiles  of  an  approving 
conscience. 

For  the  Committee, 

GEO.  BUSHNELL. 


SECOND   TRIENNIAL  FESTIVAL. 


At  the  close  of  the  15th  year  of  the  existence  of  the  Society,  the 
Second  Triennial  Festival  was  held  at  the  Hall  on  Thursday,  Oct.  4, 
at  6  o'clock,  P.  M.  Tickets  sold  to  members  exclusively,  admitted 
a  company  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-one  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  to 
the  tables,  which  were  adorned  with  flowers  and  fruits,  and  covered 
with  an  elegant  repast  of  solid  and  savory  viands.  The  feast  was 
preceded  by  an  invocation  of  a  Divine  blessing  by  Rev.  Dr.  Hill, 
and  followed  by  a  brief  address  by  the  President,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  the  substance : 

After  a  few  words  of  welcome,  the  President  made  a  statement 
of  the  operations  of  the  past  year,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the 
Society.  The  summer  weekly  exhibitions  of  Fruits  and  Flowers 
presented  new  varieties  and  excellent  specimens  of  those  which  were 
known  and  valued.  The  exhibitions  were  very  interesting  to  those 
who  attended  them,  but  the  number  of  visitors  was  not  large.  The 
Annual  Exhibition  of  the  last  week  was  superior  in  quality  and 
quantity  to  that  of  last  year  in  every  department  but  that  of  Apples. 
This  is  worthy  of  remark  in  a  season  in  which,  in  this  vicinity,  cul- 
tivators complain  of  scarcity  and  inferior  quality  of  different 
products.  The  number  of  entries  of  apples  was  less  than  that  of 
last  year  by  three  hundred ;  but  the  specimens  offered  were  good. 


There  were  of  apple  Contributors 
Pears,    -  " 
Peaches,  Grapes,  &c.,  " 
Flowers  and  Floral  Designs  " 
Culinary  Vegetables ,        1 ' 


In  1854.  In  1855. 

In  1854.  In  1855. 

-  107 

74   Entries,    960  657 

81 

111 

826  900 

74 

64 

tt 

190  211 

29 

32 

u 

60  113 

28 

66 

(« 

116  286 

319 

347 

2152  2167 
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From  a  statement  of  Frederick  W.  Paine,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  dated 
1st  inst.,  it  appears  that  in  addition  to  the  Real  Estate  and  Furniture, 
the  society  has  cash  assets,  $1034  93,  consisting  of  the  following 


items : 

Rents  due  Oct.  1st,   470  00 

RECEIPTS  OF  ANNUAL  EXHIBITION. 

For  six  lady  members,    -      --      --      --      --  6  00 

For  fifteen  gentleman  members,   45  00 

For  admission  to  exhibition,  -------       -  472  57 

For  sale  of  fruit  not  reserved  for  Festival,   41  36 


$1034  93 

This  amount  will  be  expended  in  payments  of  interest  on  Society's 

Debt  to  lstult.,  $121  50 

of  Cash  advanced  for  Taxes,  &c,  by  Treasurer,  -      -      -     151  90 


and  in  payment  of  premiums  and  expenses  of  the  Annual  Exhibition 
of  extra  expenses  of  the  Festival  and  of  Bills  of  the  recent  repairs 
and  improvements  of  the  Hall,  which  cannot  now  be  accurately  esti- 
mated. 

This  Hall  is  valued  for  taxation  by  the  city  at  $16,000,  and  it  is 
encumbered  by  a  mortgage,  on  which  $8,100  is  due.  The  Annual 
Rents  amount  to  $1,600,  which,  after  paying  taxes,  expenses  and 
ordinary  repairs,  leaves  a  large  sum  to  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of 
the  debt.  On  the  cost  of  part  of  the  recent  improvements  of  the 
Hall,  additional  rent  will  be  paid  by  the  tenants. 

The  President  congratulated  the  company  on  the  prosperity  of 
the  society  and  on  the  tendency  of  their  chosen  occupations  to  improve 
the  character,  refine  the  taste,  exercise  the  intellect  and  increase 
physical  power  and  enjoyment.  In  few  words  he  earnestly  recom- 
mended horticulture  as  the  best  means  of  raising  the  women  of  our 
country  from  the  low  state  of  health,  to  which  they  are  doomed  by 
the  fashion  of  the  day,  and  by  which  they  are  distinguished  from  their 
own  sex  in  other  countries,  as  much  as  by  their  gifts  and  graces. 
In  confirmation  of  this  statement  he  referred  to  the  recent  researches 
of  a  popular  female  writer,*  who  by  specific  enquiries  has  ascertained 
that  "perfectly  healthy  women' 1  are  rare  exceptions  in  the  towns 
through  the  whole  extent  of  our  land. 


*  Letters  to  the  People  on  Health  and  Happiness,  by  Miss  C.  Beeches. 
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The  President  then  offered  sentiments,  to  some  of  which  he  in- 
vited gentlemen  to  respond. 

1  Our  Harvests  and  our  Homes — Material  prosperity  and  social  happiness  ; 
connected  in  the  arrangements  of  our  Society,  may  they  never  be  separated  in 
the  individual  experience  of  its  members. 

To  this  Hon.  Henry  Ciiapin  responded  with  feeling  remarks  on 
the  teachings  of  Nature,  and  in  conclusion  gracefully  introduced  the 
following  lines. 

When  Adam  bright  and  early 

The  garden  loved  to  trim, 
E're  Eve  so  fair  and  lovely, 

Had  learned  to  caudle  him, 
Their  hearts  with  pleasure  glowing, 

They  sang  their  morning  song, 
And  Eden's  hills  o'erflowing, 

The  chorus  rolled  along. 

"  "Wait  for  the  wagon,  wait  for  the  wagon, 
"Wait  for  the  wagon  and  we'll  all  take  a  ride. 

The  songs  of  Eden  languished, 

With  all  its  fruits  and  flowers, 
And  hope  and  joy  seemed  vanquished 

Amid  the  long  sad  hours. 
But  now  the  seal  is  broken 

Which  held  the  world  so  long, 
And  while  fond  words  are  spoken, 

The  chorus  rolls  along — 

"  Wait  for  the  wagon,"  &c. 

That  spirit-moving  chorus 

Hath  not  the  power  to  teach, 
What  ruler  is  before  us, 

A  Rockwell  or  a  Beach  ; 
But  while  with  voices  loud  and  clear 

We  sing  our  festal  song, 
And  congregate  so  cosey  here, 

That  chorus  rolls  along — 

"  Wait  for  the  wagon,"  &c, 

After  the  United  States  and  our  Commonwealth  had  been  re*- 
membered,  the  sentiment  was — 

2.    The  City  of  Worcester-^ As  its  growth  was  cherished  and  sustained  by 
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industry,  economy  and  mutual  help,  until  it  has  extended  its  branches  to  the 
mountains  and  its  roots  to  the  shores  of  the  sea,  so  its  prosperity  can  be  per- 
petuated only  by  the  character  of  its  citizens. 

Hon  George  W.  Richardson,  Mayor  of  the  City,  answered  the 
call  with  an  address  of  much  spirit  and  humor. 

3.  May  a  wise  and  independent  Judiciary,  the  protection  of  the  weak,  the 
restraint  of  the  oppressor  and  the  strength  of  the  State,  continue  to  be  the 
cherished  distinction  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Horace  Gray,  Jr.,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  the  Reporter  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  briefly  responded. 

An  excellent  quartette  of  vocalists,  consisting  of  Mr.  Stocking 
and  Mr.  A.  J.  Allen  and  two  Ladies,  accompanied  by  Mr.  B.  D. 
Allen  on  the  piano,  volunteered  their  services,  and  gave,  in  the 
course  of  the  evening,  several  appropriate  songs  and  glees,  commenc- 
ing with  the  following  original  song,  by  a  lady  of  Worcester  : 

Air — "  Drink  to  me  only  with  thine  eyes." 

From  early  spring  to  autumn  late, 

How  many  blossoms  rare, 
Spring  in  the  lonely  wilderness 

And  bloom  in  gardens  fair. 
For  Nature  wills  that  all  should  feel 

The  magic  of  her  power, 
That  can  such  thrills  of  pleasure  wake 

By  one  sweet  simple  flower. 

Yet  e'en  the  brightest  of  these  flowers, 

All  bathed  in  dew  the  while, 
In  tiny  cup  each  glistening  drop 

Returning  Heaven's  own  smile, 
Will  lose  their  pearls  of  early  morn, 

And  fade  with  parting  day  ; 
While  the  sweet  odors  they  have  shed, 

Still  linger  round  our  way. 

So  the  bright  eyes  and  happy  smiles 

That  grace  this  festive  scene, 
Will  vanish  with  the  hour,  nor  leave 

One  trace  where  they  have  been  ; 
While  brilliant  thoughts  and  feelings  kind, 

That  flow  in  speech  and  song, 
Will  all  find  answering  hearts  to  thrill 

And  live  in  memory  long. 
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The  next  sentiment  was 

4.  The  Practice  of  the  Law — A  bed  of  nettles,  by  which  the  fruits  of  social 
order  are  protected. 

In  his  reply  to  this,  Ex-Governor  "Washburn  preferred  to  stand 
on  the  ground  of  his  horticultural  experience,  of  which  he  gave  an 
amusing  account. 

5.  The  Worcester  County  Agricultural  Society — Though  her  daughter 
Horticultural  is  addicted  to  dresses  of  gay  flowers,  she  honors  the  example  of 
her  Mother,  and  depends  on  her  family  for  support. 

To  this,  Hon.  Isaac  Davis,  Ex-President  of  the  Agricultural 

Society  responded  in  some  interesting  remarks  on  the  progress  of 

Horticulture. 

Hon.  Charles  Thurber,  being  introduced  by  a  sentiment  allud- 
ing to  the  readiness  and  success  of  his  muse,  read  a  poem,  which 
described  the  debates  and  doings  of  a  Convention  of  Trees  and  Flowers, 
and  was  replete  with  characteristic  sketches,  wholesome  truths  and 
pleasant  fancies.  From  sportive  and  merry  thoughts,  he  changed  to 
a  sadder  measure,  when  he  engaged  the  sympathy  of  the  company  by 
the  following  appropriate  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a  lady  recently 
deceased,  who  was  extensively  known  to  have  been  equally  distin- 
guished by  her  extraordinary  love  of  flowers,  and  by  her  kind  dispo- 
sition and  strength  of  chaacter. 

And  when  a  friend  of  her  and  us  was  lying  on  her  bier, 

We  gathered  round  her  sleeping  dust  bedewed  with  many  a  tear, 

We  stood,  as  gems,  about  her  hair,  we  wreathed  her  marble  brow, 

We  kissed  her  lips,  which  ne'er  refused  an  answering  kiss  till  now  ; 

We  lay  our  petals  on  her  cheeks,  we  clung  around  her  neck  ; 

We  filled  her  hands,  that  used  so  well  to  train  us  and  to  deck  ; 

We  twined  her  coffin  round  and  round  with  flowrets  great  and  small, 

And  wove  of  things  she  loved  the  best,  affection's  funeral  pall ; 

And  when  at  length  they  bore  her  off,  from  home's  delightful  bowers, 

They  took  her  to  her  resting  place,  upon  a  bed  of  flowers. 

0  !  it  was  meet  to  honor  one,  who  used  to  love  us  so, 

And  watch  and  tend  us  day  by  day,  to  make  us  bud  and  blow. 

And  when  among  our  native  bowers,  she  morn  and  evening  came, 

She  used  to  have  a  smile  for  each,  and  called  us  each  by  name. 

And  now  go  up  to  yonder  grounds,  all  covered  o'er  with  beds, 

Where  earth's  once  sad  and  weary  ones  now  rest  their  peaceful  heads, 

You'll  find  a  new  made  grassy  mound,  and  close  beside  it  one ; 

Beneath  whose  flowery  drapery,  sleep  the  mother  and  her  son. 
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They  both  alike  were  friends  of  us,  they  trained  the  self-same  bowers, 
And  now  they're  sleeping  side  by  side  beneath  their  favorite  flowers  ; 
And  when  to  visit  friendship's  graves,  you  tread  those  shadowy  walks, 
Upon  one  marble  monument,  you  read  the  name  of  Fox. 

The  President  then  offered 

Modern  Literature — Though  the  enemy  has  sown  tares  abundantly,  we  may 
gather  from  the  fields  the  finest  of  the  wheat. 

To  this  a  response  was  asked  from  James  T.  Fields,  Esq.,  of 
Boston,  distinguished  as  a  writer  ot  beautiful  poetry  and  prose. 

Mr  Field  concluded  a  reply  that  was  only  too  brief,  by  saying  "I 
refer  to  one,  who  has  contributed  so  much  by  her  writings  to  cherish 
the  love  of  flowers  and  all  things  beautiful  in  the  works  of  nature  : 
and  who  endeavored  to  inspire  others  with  the  simple  and  chaste 
affection  for  those  sweet  teachers  of  gentleness  that  yielded  her  so 
much  pure  enjoyment ;  who  loved  them  herself,  and  was  so  familiar 
with  their  forms  and  beauty,  that  when  she  walked  in  the  field  the 
modest  meadow  daisy  would  seem  to  bow  in  a  morning  greeting  ; 
one  who  has  lately  passed  away.  I  refer  to  Mary  Russell  Mitford, 
and  will  offer: 

6.  The  Memory  of  Mary  Russell  Mitford — Who  has  made  the  simplest 
flowers  of  the  field,  and  the  humblest  cottages  of  the  poor,  eloquent  with  les- 
sons of  God's  goodness,  teaching  us  how  beautiful  in  the  sight  of  Heaven,  are 
the  daily  virtues  of  brotherly  kindness  and  human  love. 

7.  The  Religion  af  Horticulture — Every  fruit  is  an  admonition  to  duty, 
every  flower  is  redolent  with  the  incense  of  praise* 

Rev.  Mr.  James,  answered  the  call,  with  a  train  of  remarks  on 
flowers  and  domestic  happiness. 

8.  The  Field  of  Political  Ambition — Where  the  harvest  consists  of  the 
apples  of  discord,  sour  grapes,  and  the  tempting  fruits  of  Sodom,  which  are 
crushed  to  dust  and  ashes  by  the  hand  that  plucks  them. 

As  no  political  aspirant  was  discovered  in  the  company,  the  vocal- 
ists were  invited  to  respond  by  an  appropriate  glee. 

9.  The  Worcester  County  Mechanics  Association — Like  the  old  Mechanic 
who  built  the  Ark,  they  labor  to  preserve  and  carry  on  the  human  family. 

In  reply  Henry  S.  Washburn,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Associa- 
tion, spoke  of  the  companionship  of  flowers  and  in  conclusion  alluded 
to  the  geological  fact,  that  no  fossil  of  the  rose  is  found  in  an  earlier 
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stratum  than  that  which  contains  remains  of  the  human  race,  which 
suggested  to  him  the  following  lines : 

THE  ROSE. 

When  Adam  first  in  Eden  trod, 

Fresh  from  tho  forming  hand  of  God, 

A  rose  in  vernal  beauty  drest, 

Blushed  sweetly  on  the  green  earth's  breast ; 

While  Adam  filled  with  strange  delight, 

In  wonder  gazed  upon  the  sight. 

When  lo !  a  form  of  queenly  grace 

Sprang  forth  to  meet  his  warm  embrace. 

He  plucked  the  rose  so  wondrous  fair, 

And  twined  it  in  her  golden  hair  ; 

Then  stood  enraptured  by  her  side, 

His  blooming  rose  and  blushing  bride. 

This  eve,  round  woman's  brow  divine 

Still  fresh  the  wreaths  of  roses  twine, 

An  emblem  of  that  guileless  hour 

E'er  sin  had  touched  with  blight  the  flower^ 

An  emblem  eloquent  and  pure, 

Which  shall  the  wreck  of  time  endure. 

The  same  sentiment  was  answered  by  Albert  Tolman,  Esq.,  Ex- 
President  of  the  Association,  who  spoke  of  the  advantages  of  this 
city  for  the  residence  of  those  engaged  in  mechanical  occupations. 

10.    The  Garden  of  Hymen,  whose  fair  fruits 
"  Are  like  to  Jeremiah's  figs, 
The  good  are  very  good, 

The  bad  too  bad  to  give  to  pigs." 

To  this,  Samuel  Hathaway,  Esq.,  responded  in  an  enthusiastic 
address  on  flowers  and  ladies. 

11.  The  Gifts  of  Industry — Intellectual  and  Material — 

"  What  e'er 

Exalts,  embelishes,  and  renders  life  delightful." 

Rev.  Dr.  Hill,  in  his  answer  vindicated  the  claim  of  the  clergy 
to  pre-eminence  in  the  culture  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth. 

12.  The  Ladies  the  best  Friends  of  Horticulture; 

"  The  world  was  sad,  the  garden  was  a  wild, 
And  man  a  hermit  eighed,  till  woman  smiled," 
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J.  B.  D.  Cogswell,  Esq.,  responded  with  much  feeling  and 
classical  illustrations. 

13.  The  Single  Sisterhood — 

Sweet  flowers  so  rooted  in  their  self-content, 
No  ray  of  love  hath  warmed,  no  sigh  hath  bent. 

To  this  the  Vocalists  responded  with  an  appropriate  Glee. 

14.  The  Mission  of  Beauty — A  ministry  not  less  of  utility  than  of  delight. 

In  answer  to  the  call  Rev.  Mr.  Bushnell  happily  illustrated  the 
idea  of  the  sentiment. 

15.  The  Tree  of  Liberty  planted  by  our  Fathers : — While  it  scatters  its 
seeds  through  all  the  earth,  may  it  protect  with  its  shade  every  dweller  in  our 
country. 

Francis  H.  Dewey,  Esq.,  in  reply,  spoke  chiefly  on  the  pleas- 
ure and  usefulness  of  fruits  and  flowers. 

To  a  sentiment  addressed  to  the  Medical  Profession  Dr.  William 
Workman,  responded  briefly,  with  some  appropriate  remarks. 

After  a  session  of  more  than  four  hours,  there  were  indications  of 
a  disposition  to  adjourn  though  there  were  eloquent  speakers  present 
to  whom  no  opportunity  had  been  given.  A  vote  was  carried  to 
postpone  unfinished^business  to  the  next  Festival,  and  the  entertain- 
ment was  terminated  by  the  pleasant  Glee  of  "The  Merry  Harvest 
TimeV' 

Though  the  slight  sketch,  which  is  permitted  in  thi3  publication, 
cannot  attempt  to  do  justice  to  the  eloquence  of  the  speakers,  it  may 
bring  agreeable  recollections  of  an  occasion,  when  happy  efforts  of 
the  intellect  and  imagination  were  appreciated  and  enjoyed. 


CATALOGUE  OF  BOOKS 

IN  THE 

WORCESTER   COUNTY   HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 


Abstract  of  Transactions  of  Agricultural  Societies  of  Massachusetts, 

1845,  to  1854,  inclusive. 
Annals  of  Horticulture,  5  vols.  8vo. 
Allen's  Rural  Architecture,  1  vol.  12mo. 
Abert's  Examination  of  New  Mexico,  1  vol.  8vo. 
Andrew's  Report  on  Colonial  and  Lake  Trade,  2  vols.  8vo. 
Annual  Report  of  Sec'y  of  Mass.  Board  of  Agriculture,  8vo. 
American  Fruit  Culturalist,  by  J.  J.  Thomas,  12mo. 
American  Fruit  Book,  by  S.  W.  Cole,  12mo. 
American  Gardener,  by  Wm.  Cobbett,  12mo. 
American  Shepherd,  by  L.  A.  Morrell,  12mo. 
Breck's  Book  of  Flowers,  12mo. 
Bigelow's  Plants  of  Boston,  12mo. 
Buists  American  Flower  Garden  Directory. 
Barry  on  the  Fruit  Garden,  12mo. 
Book  of  the  Garden,  by  C.  Mcintosh,  2  vols.  8vo. 
Bullock's  American  Cottages.  12mo. 
Coleman's  European  Agriculture  2  vols.  8vo. 
Cultivator  (Albany),  from  1838  to  1853,  bound 
Cottage  Garden,  by  Walter  Elder,  12mo. 
Cottage  Economy,  by  Wm.  Cobbett,  12mo. 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  12mo. 
Commerce  and  Navigation  of  United  States,  Document  for  1853. 
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Census  of  the  United  States,  4to. 
Downing's  Country  Houses,  8vo. 

"      Cottage  Residences  8vo. 

"      Landscape  Gardening  8vo. 

"      Ladies  Companion  to  the  Flower  Garden. 

"      Fruits  of  America,  12mo. 
Dean's  New  England  Farmer,  8vo. 
Donne's  Gardeners'  Dictionary  4  vols.  4to. 
Dana's  Muck  Manual,  18mo. 

Dewey  on  the  Herbaceous  Plants  of  Massachusetts,  8vo. 

Emerson's  Report  on  the  Trees  and  Shrubs  of  Massachusetts,  8vo. 

Emory's  New  Mexico,  8vo. 

Ellsworths'  American  Swine  Breeder,  12mo. 

English  Forests  and  Forest  Trees,  8vo. 

Edwards'  Botanical  Register,  lOvols.  8vo. 

Eulogies  on  Henry  Clay,  8vo. 

Elliot's  Fruit  Grower's  Guide.  12mo. 

Foster  &  Whitney's  Report  on  the  Geology  of  Lake  Superior, 
3vols.  8vo. 

Florists'  Guide,  by  Ayers  and  Moore,  8vo. 

Fortune's  Two  Visits  to  the  Tea  Countries  of  China,  2  vols.  12mo. 

Freemont's  First  and  Second  Expeditions,  8vo. 

Family  Kitchen  Garden,  by  Buist,  12mo. 

Flower  Garden,  (The)  18mo. 

Fishes  and  Reptiles  of  Massachusetts,  by  H.  Storer,  8vo. 
Gardener's  Farmers'  Dictionary,  12mo. 
Gould  on  Invertebrata  of  Massachusetts,  8vo. 
Gilpin  on  Landscape  Gardening,  8vo. 
Greenhouse,  (The)  by  Charles  Mcintosh,  12mo. 
Gardeners'  Monthly  Volume,  12  vols.  12mo. 
Grahams  Report  on  the  Mexican  Boundary,  8vo. 
Hovey's  Magazine,  1835  to  1855,  21  vols.  8vo. 
Horticultural  Papers,  8vo. 

Horticulturalist,  (The)  1847  to  1855,  10  vols.  8vo. 
Hooker's  Exotic  Flora,  3  vols.  8vo. 
Harris's  Treatise  on  the  Insects  of  New  England,  8vo. 
Hovey's  Fruits  of  America,  vol.  1,  8vo  bound. 
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Hovey's  Fruits  of  America,  Nos.  1  to  10,  vol.  2. 
Hooker's  Icones  Plantarum,  4  vols.,  8vo. 
Hooker's  Journal  of  Botany,  4  vols.,  8vo. 
Hogg  on  the  Cultivation  of  the  Carnation,  12mo. 
Home's  for  the  People,  by  G.  Wheeler,  12mo. 
Highland  Cottages  near  Boston,  4to. 
Insects  Injurious  to  Gardeners,  by  V.  Kollar,  12mo. 
Johnson's  Dictionary  of  Gardening,  12mo. 
Jaques'  New  England  Fruit  Trees,  18mo. 
Journal  of  Agriculture,  (Boston,)  3  vols.,  8vo. 
Jackson's  Geological  Survey  of  Rhode  Island  8vo. 
Kennion's  Essay  on  Trees,  Royal  4to. 
Loudons  Encyclopedia  of  Gardening,  8vo. 

"  "  "  Plants,  8vo. 

"  "  "  Agriculture,  8vo. 

"  "  "  Cottage  Architecture,  8vo. 

"     Arboretune,  8  vols.,  8vo. 

"      Suburban  Horticulturalist,  8vo. 
Loudon's  Villa  Gardener,  8vo. 
Loudon,  Mrs.  Ladies'  Flower  Garden,  5  vols.,  4to. 

"       "    Gardening  for  Ladies,  12mo. 
London  Horticultural  Society's  Reports,  7  vols.,  4to. 
London  Horticultural  Society's  Catalogue,  8vo. 
Lindley's  Flora  Medica,  8vo. 
Leuchars  on  Hot  Houses,  12mo. 
Lindley's  Horticulture,  12mo. 
Morrill's  American  Shepherd,  12mo. 
Mcintosh  on  the  Orchard,  12mo. 
Mcintosh  on  the  Green  House,  12mo. 
"     on  the  Flower  Garden,  12mo. 
"     Book  of  the  Garden,  2  vols.,  8vo. 
Mass.  Horticultural  Society  Transactions,  8vo.,  1847  and  1852. 
Middlesex  County  Agricultural  Society  Transactions  for  1852. 
Mehan's  American  Handbook  of  Ornamental  Trees,  18mo. 
Messages  and  Documents  to  Congress,  1851,  1852,  1853,  and 
1854,  8vo. 

New  York  State  Agricultural  Transactions,  1841  to  1853,  inc. 
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New  England  Farmer,  1834  to  1844,  inc.  Nob.,  4to.  . 

New  England  Farmer,  by  Cole,  1849  to  1854,  inc.,  6  vols.,  8vo. 

Norfolk  County  Agricultural  Society's  Transactions  1849  and  1851. 

Ornithology  of  Massachusetts,  by  W.  0.  B.  Peabody,  8vo. 

Obituary  Addresses  on  the  Death  of  Henry  Clay,  8vo. 

Pomona  Brittanica,  2  vols.,  4to. 

Phillips'  History  of  Vegetables,  2  vols.,  8vo. 

"       Sylva  Florifera,  2  vols.,  8vo. 
Paxton's  Magazine  of  Botany,  16  vols.,  8vo. 
Patent  Office  Reports  1843  to  1853,  inclusive,  8vo. 
Quadrupeds  of  Massachusetts,  by  E.  Emmons,  8vo. 
Rogers  on  Vegetables  used  for  food,  18mo. 
Repton  on  Landscape  Gardening,  8vo. 
Reconnoisances  in  New  Mexico  and  Texas,  8vo. 
Report  on  Colonial  and  Lake  Trade,  2  vols.,  8vo. 
Rural  Architecture,  by  L.  F.  Allen,  12mo. 
Smith's  English  Flora,  4  vols.  8vo. 
Sweet  on  the  Geraneum,  5  vols.  8vo. 
Strawberry  Culture,  by  R.  G.  Pardee,  12mo. 
Stansbury's  Expedition  to  Great  Salt  Lake  with  Maps,  2  vols.  8vo. 
Sanitory  Report  of  Massachusetts,  8vo. 
Thomas's  American  Fruit  Culturalist,  12mo. 
Tour  in  Northern  Mexico,  by  Wislizenus,  8vo. 
Teschemaker's  Elements  of  Horticulture,  18mo. 
Tea  Countries  of  China,  by  R.  Fortune,  2  vols.  12mo. 
Transactions  of  R.  Island  Society  for  encouragement  of  Domestic 

Industry,  8vo. 
Tower's  Domestic  Gardeners'  Manual,  8vo. 
Washingtons'  Letters,  4to. 
Wilson's  Rural  Cyclopedia,  4  vols.  8vo. 
Working  Farmer,  by  Mapes,  Folio,  5  vols. 
Wilder' s  Eulogism  on  A.  J.  Downing,  8vo. 

"      Address  before  the  Berkshire  Agricultural  Society. 
Wiggin's  American  Farmers'  Instructor,  8vo. 
Weeks  on  Bees,  18mo. 
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TRANSACTIONS 


OF  THE 


WORCESTER  COXJISTT^T 


HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY, 

FOR    THE    YEAR  1856. 


Report  on  Apples. 

Committee. — George  Jaques,  Worcester,  Chairman;  Dr.  Rufus 
Woodward,  Worcester ;  Dr.  J.  Porter,  Jr.,  North  Brookfield;  James 
F.  Allen,  Worcester  ;  J.  W.  Slocomb,  Grafton. 

All  the  circumstances  considered,  the  exhibition,  in  this  depart- 
ment, was  better  than  the  Committee  had  anticipated.  The  quan- 
tity of  Apples  upon  the  Society's  tables  was  small,  not  exceeding  five- 
hundred  plates.  Indeed,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  ex- 
hibition, the  entire  collection  of  Apples  was  less  extensive  than  of 
the  Pears. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that,  although  this  is  what 
is  called  the  bearing  year,  the  Apple  crop  in  the  New  England  States 
has  been  light,  aDd  what  usually  happens  with  a  tshori  crop,  the 
number  of  fine  specimens  is  small  in  proportion.  Again,  the  rainy 
weather  immediately  preceding  the  annual  Fair,  was  very  unfavor- 
able for  the  selecting  and  gathering  of  specimens, — a  circumstance 
which  had  a  greater  influence,  from  the  tact  that  the  zeal  of  some  of 
the  older  members  of  the  Association  has  somewhat,  though  we 
trust  only  temporarily  abated. 

However,  although  unable  to  be  lavish  of  praise,  the  Committee 
see  no  reason  to  report  discouragingly,  for  the  specimens  of  the  great  ' 
staple  fruit  were  fine,  and  the  proportion  of  poor  or  worthless  varie- 
ties was  less  than  in  former  years. 


The  materials  for  a  report  being  necessarily  scanty,  it  may  not  be 
inappropriate  to  add  a  few  words  respecting  the  cultivation  of  the 
Apple — hitherto  one  of  the  most  profitable  crops  of  the  New  Eng- 
land farmer. 

Certain  things  are  essential  to  the  successful  cultivation  of  all  our 
most  valuable  fruits,  not  excepting  the  hardy  species  under  consider- 
ation. Among  these  requisites  are  a  deep  generous  soil, — cultivation 
or  mulching  around  the  trunk  of  the  tree  for  a  distance  at  least  equal 
to  the  drip  of  the  branches, — protection  against  cattle  and  insects. — 
The  borer  is  now  perhaps  the  most  destructive  insect  at  work  in  this 
vicinity,  destroying  annually  hundreds  of  valuable  fruic  and  orna- 
mental trees,  particularly  apple  trc  es.  Ample  direct;ons  for  arrest- 
ing the  ravages  of  this  pest  of  the  orchard,  will  be  found  in  any  of 
the  Fruit  Books.  The  work  is  very  easily  done,  for  if  the  trees  are 
regularly  examined  onco  a  year;  an  experienced  operator  can  in- 
spect a  large  number  of  trees  in  a  single  day. 

Again,  apple  orchards  are  often  much  injured  by  a  rough  and  in- 
judicious manner  of  pruning.  For  pruning  the  apple,  we  believe 
the  autumn  or  even  the  winter  to  be  quite  as  favorable  a  time  as  the 
spring,  when  the  farmers'  hands  are  already  full  of  other  business. — 
The  season,  however,  is  of  less  consequence  than  the  manner.  All 
pruning  should  be  done  carefully  with  sharp  tools  only  ;  and  all 
large  wounds,  made  in  pruning,  shouid  be  covered  with  Downings' 
Gum  Shellac  Composition,  or  some  other  protection  against  the 
weather. 

But  to  sum  up  in  a  word.  Every  man  who  would  grow  good 
fruit  in  his  garden  or  orchard,  should  supply  himself  with  a  Fruit 
Book  which  will  give  him  directions  what  trees  to  plant  and  how  to 
manage  them.  In  fact,  a  good  crop  of  valuable  fruit,  like  a  good 
crop  of  grain,  is  the  result  of  care  and  labor,  and  not  the  spontaneous 
gift  of  nature. 

Having  carefully  endeavored  to  observe  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Society,  in  examining  the  collection  of  Apples,  the  Commit- 
tee agreed  to  recommend  the  following  award  of  .Premiums  : 

FOR  LARGE  COLLECTIONS. 

1st  To  Win.  B.  Fox,  of  Worcester,  for  S3  varieties,       -          -          -  $7.00 

2d.  To  George  A.  Chamberlain,  of  Worcester,  for  36  varieties,       -          -  6.00 

3d.  To  George  W.  Goodnow,  of  Southboro',  for  27  varieties,      -         -  5.00 

4th.  To  Sylvanus  Sears,  of  Worcester,  for  28  varieties,         -          -          -  4.00 

6th.  To  Charles  Johnson,  of  Northboro',  for  15  varieties,           -         -  3.00 
For  the  Best  Six  Varieties  of  not  less  than  Eight  Specimens  each. 

1st.  To  J.  L.  Woodward,  of  Millbury,   4.00 

2d.  To  D.  B.  Sibley,  of  Millbury,        -----  2.00 

3d.  To  Stephen  Salisbury,  of  Worcester,     -----  2.00 

4th.  To  Levi  Lincoln,  of  Worcester,       -          -          -          -          -  1.00 

For  the  Best  Dish  of  Autumn  Apples. 

1st.  To  P.  Dexter  Tiffany,  of  Worcester,  for  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,       -  2.00 

2d.  To  C.  W.  Forbush,  of  Grafton,  for  Red  Astrachan,        -          -          -  1.50 

3d.  To  Jonathan  Forbush,  of  Bolton,  for  Porter,           -                  >  1.00 
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For  the  Best  Dish  of  Winter  Apple*. 
1st.  To  Charles  Nash,  of  Worcester,  for  Mother  Apple,        ...       2.00  g 
2d.    To  Jonas  Hartshorn,  of  Worcester,  for  R.  I.  Greening,       -  -  1.50 

3d.    Sam'l  D.  Ward,  of  Shrewsbury,  for  Baldwin,     ....  1.00 

Mr.  Woodward's  six  premium  varieties,  as  above,  were  the  Bald- 
win, Old  Nonesuch,  Fall  Harvey,  Cayuga  Red  Streak,(or  20  ounce,) 
Lyscorn,  and  Peck's  Pleasant. 

Mr.  Sibley's  six  were  R.  I.  Greening,  Ribstone  Pippin,  Old  None- 
such, Red  Astrachan,  Esopus  Spitzenberg,  Bunch  Russet. 

The  names  of  the  six  premium  varieties  of  Mr.  Salisbury  as  well 
as  those  of  Mr.  Lincoln  cannot  now  be  ascertained. 

Mr.  Joel  Knapp,  of  Sutton,  exhibited  a  large  collection  of  apples, 
among  which  were  some  very  fine  specimens  of  Harvey  and  Tift's 
Sweetings. 

Very  beautiful  specimens  of  Yellow  Bellflower  and  Porters  were 
noticed  among  the  collection  of  Mr.  Charles  Johnson,  of  Northboro*. 

Some  of  the  apples  from  Mr.  Wm.  C.  Capron,  of  Uxbridge,  were 
also  very  fine,  but,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Society,  they  could 
not  compete  for  the  premiums  on  account  of  a  deficiency  in  the 
number  of  specimens. 

Annexed  is  a  list  of  the  contributors  and  varieties  of  Apples, 
copied  from  the  Society's  Books  of  Entry. 

Jonas  Hartshorn,  Worcester.  Eight  Varieties, — Baldwin,  R.  v  I. 
Greening,  Lei  and  Pippin,  Nonesuch,  Hubbardscon  Nonesuch,  Sweet 
Russet,  Roxbury  Russet,  Gilliflower. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester,  Fifteen  Varieties — Baldwin,  Kil- 
burn,  Porter,  Holden  Pippin  or  Hog  Pen,  Greening,  Roxbury  Rus- 
set, Hamburg,  Sweet  Russet,  Golden  Graft,  York  Russet,  North- 
ern Spy,  Golden  Crab,  Pumpkin  Sweeting,  Danvers  Sweeting,  and 
two  unnamed  Sweetings. 

S.  P.  Champney,  Worcester,  Twenty-five  Varieties — Lyscorn, 
Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Peck's  Pleasant,  R.  I.  Greening,  Porarae- 
water  Greening,  Pommewater,  Pound  Sweeting,  Ribstone  Pippin, 
Leland  Pippin,  Porter,  Roxbury  Russet,  Russet  Pearmain,  Stonewall, 
Minister,  and  eleven  unnamed  varieties. 

James   Sullivan,   Worcester.    Four  Varieties — Gloria  Mundi, 
Baldwin,  Lyscorn,  Hurlbut. 

John  A.  Kendrick,  Worcester.    Pound  Sweeting. 

Edwin  Draper,  Worcester.  Porter. 

Luke  Hall,  Sutton.    Two  Varieties — Sweet  Winter  Russet,  Win- 
ter Harvey, 

Micah  Johnson,  Worcester.  Eleven  Varieties — Golden  Sweet, 
Green  Harvey,  Pound,  Spring  Sweeting,  Winter  Greening,  Winter 
Pippin,  Baldwin,  Hamburg,  Leicester  Sweet,  Low  Elder,  and  one 
unnamed  variety. 

Dr.  Bemis,  (State  L.  Hospital,)  Six  Varieties — Baldwin,  Lys- 
corn, Blue  Pearmain,  Spice,  and  two  unnamed  varieties. 
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Nathaniel  Paine,  Worcester.  Five  Varieties, — Fameuse,  Hub- 
bardston  Nonesuch,  Greening,  Gloria  Mundi,  Holden  Pipptn. 

Mrs.  B.  L.  Hardon,  Worcester.    One  unnamed  variety. 

James  F.  Allen,  Worcester.  Six  Varieties — Roxbury  Russet, 
Greening,  Baldwin,  Lyscom,  Bush  Seedling,  October  Seedling. 

Joel  Knapp,  Sutton.  Thirty-four  Varieties — Knapp's  Harvey,  R. 
I.  Greening,  Roxbury  Russet,  Baldwin,  Dutch  Codling,  Sutton  Beau- 
ty, Grape,  Old  Nonesuch,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Rock  River,  Win- 
ter Sweet,  Hovey  Sweeting,  Pumpkin  Sweeting,  Cherry  Sweeting, 
Rockport  Sweeting,  Leland  Spice,  Strawberry,  Wolvereen,  Porter, 
Winter  Harvey,  N.  Y.  Fall  Pippin,  Newtown  Pippin,  R.  I.  Pippin, 
Peck's  Pleasant,  Blue  Pearmain,  Sour  &  Sweet,  Tift  Sweeting, 
Connecticut  Pearmain,  Lyscom,  Spice  Grafts,  Fall  Harvey,  Fall 
Greening,  Red  Juneating,  and  one  unnamed  varietiy. 

D.  P.  Sibley,  Millbury.  Nineteen  Varieties — Baldwin,  Newtown 
Pippn,  N.  Y.  Pippin,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Roxbury  Russet,  Old  None- 
such, Spitzenburg,  Blue  Pearmain,  Ribstone  Pippin,  Russet  Winter 
Sweet,  R.  I.  Greening,  Winter  Sweet,  Large  Sweet,  Yellow  Sweet, 
Striped,  Russet  Pearmain,  Porter,  Red  Astrachan,  Lyscom. 

Holman  Johnson,  Millbury.  Twenty  Varieties — Baldwin, 
Greening,  Roxbury  Russet,  Lyscom,  Blanchard  Belle  Fleur,  Peck's 
Pleasant,  Spitzenburg,  Russet  Sweeting,  N.  Y.  Pippin,  Pommewa- 
ter,  Pearmain,  Old  Nonesuch,  Spice,  Holman  Sweet  Greening, 
Three  unnamed  Sweet,  and  one  other  unnamed  variety. 

Elhanan  Batcheller,  Sutton.  Three  Varieties — Northern  Spy, 
Number  One,  Leland's  Spice. 

William  T.  Merrifield,  Worcester.  Seven  Varieties — Hubbard- 
ston Nonesuch,  Hamburg  Pippin,  Winter  Sweet,  Golden  Russet, 
Baldwin,  Black  Gilliflower,  and  one  unnamed  variety. 

Timothy  W.  Hammond,     Two  Varieties — Belle  Fleur,  Pippin. 

Parley  Goddard,  Worcester.  Lyscom. 

Calvin  W.  Forbush,  Grafton.  Fifteen  Varieties — Nonesuch,  Por- 
ter, Dutch  Codling,  Red  Sopsavine,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Hubbardston 
Nonesuch,  Baldwin,  Red  Astrachan,  Pommewater,  Red  Gilliflower, 
Roxbury  Russet,  Blue  Pearmain,  Greening,  Russet  Sweeting,  Tift 
Sweeting. 

Horatio  Phelps,  Worcester.  Five  Varieties — Lyscom,  Graven- 
stein,  Porter,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Baldwin. 

G.  A.  Chamberlain.Worcester.  Thirty-two  Varieties-Pound  Sweet, 
Pippin,  Balk,  Royale,  Pound,  Essex,  Lam,  Newton,  Swaar,  Beef 
Steak,  Baldwin,  Nonesuch,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Gleason  Sweet- 
ing, Winter  Sweet,  Roxbury  Russet,  Sweet  Russet,  Russet  Pear- 
main, English  Pearmain,  Yellow  Pearmain,  Blue  Pearmain,  Green- 
ing, Wine,  Porter,  Slocomb  Sweet,  Holden  Pippin,  Lyscom,  Friar, 
Marlboro,  N.  Y.  Pippin,  Lam,  Ribbed  Gilliflower. 

Sylvanus  Sears,  Worcester.  Twenty-eight  Varieties — Hubbard- 
tton  Nonesuch,  Nonesuch,  Mother,  Porter,  Roxbury  Russet,  La 
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Fayette  Russet,  Sweet  Russet,  Quince,  Lyscom,  Pound  Royal,  Dan- 
vers  Winter  Sweet,  Ribstone  Pippin,  Early  William,  Bough,  Bald- 
win, Sweet  Baldwin,  Greening,  June  Seedling,  Northern  Spy,  La- 
dies' Sweeting,  Pommewater,  Garden  Sweeting,  Golden  Russet,  Roy- 
al, Washington,  R.  h  Greening,  Red  Gilliflower,  Leicester  Sweet- 
ing. 

William  A.  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Four  Varieties — Porter,  Green- 
ing, Russet,  Nonesuch. 

George  W.  Good  now,  South  boro'.  Twenty-seven  Varieties — 
Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Baldwin,  Picked  Pearmain,  Detroit,  Winter 
Sweet,  Porter,  Danvers  Sweeting,  Orange  Sweeiing,  Mother,  Rox- 
bury  Russet,  Jersey  Sweeting,  Fall  Sweeting,  Lyscom,  Golden  Pip- 
pin, Minister,  Cornish  Gilliflower,  Royal  Pearmain,  Pumpkin  Sweet- 
ing, Vandervere,  Harrison,  R.  I.  Greening,  Winter  Greening,  North- 
ern Spy,  Cat  Head,  Gilliflower,  Red  Astrachan,  Chandler. 

William  B.  Fox,  Worcester.  Twenty-eight  Varieties — Hadley 
Pippin,  Yellow  Bellflower,  Hamburg  Pippin,  R.  I.  Greening,  Bald- 
win, Herefordshire  Pearmain,  Hunt's  Russet,  Gravenstein,  Sweet 
Winter  Russet,  White  Winter  Russet,  Golden  Russet,  Russet  Pear- 
main, Lyscom,  Porter,  Harris,  Capron's  Pleasant-,  Nonesuch,  Swaar 
Brewster  Sweeting,  Fall  Harvey,  Winter  Greening,  Esopus  Spit- 
zenburg,  Black  Gilliflower,  Roxbury  Russet,  Ribstone  Pippin,  New- 
town Pippin,  Long  Russet,  Holmes  Winter  Russet. 

Mrs.  Henry  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Four  Varieties — Baldwin, 
Lyscom,  Seek  no  Further,  Greening. 

S.  C.  Stone,  Shrewsbury.    Leland's  Spice. 

P.  Dexter  Tiffany,  Worcester.    Hubbardston  Nonesuch. 

Charles  Nash,  Worcester.  Mother. 

William  C.  Capron,  Uxbridge.  Fifteen  Varieties — R.  I.  Green- 
ing, Baldwin,  Roxbury  Russet,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Nonesuch, 
Harvey  Greening,  Pippin,  Episcopal,  Vermont  Sweeting,  Leland's 
Spice,  Black  Gilliflower,  Russet  Pearmain,  Marigold,  Siberian  Crab, 
Yellow  Crab, 

Calista  A.  Draper,  Worcester.  Porter. 

Levi  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Eleven  Varieties — Gloria  Mundi, 
Baldwin,  Lyscom,  Bellflower,  Pippin,  Buell,  and  five  unnamed  va- 
rieties. 

L.  S.  Allen,  Shrewsbury.  Three  Varieties — Baldwin,  Hamburg, 
Lyscom. 

David  S.  Messinger,  Worcester.  Two  Varieties — Porter,  N.  Y. 
Pippin. 

Dennis  Newton,  Worcester. — Harvey. 

Eli  Johnson,  Worcester.  Twenty-two  Varieties  —  Leicester 
Sweet,  R.  I.  Greening,  Roxbury  Russet,  Baldwin,  Ribstone 
Pippin,  Northern  Spy,  Orange  Sweet,  Juneating,  Roxbury  Russet 
of  1855,  Sweet  Russet,  Nonesuch,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Spitzen- 


6 

burg,  Holden  Pippin,  Lyscom,  Tolman  Sweet,  Seedling  Sweet,  Ster- 
ling, Porter,  Harvey,  Black  Gilliflower,  La  Fayette. 

Elkanah  Rich,  Worcester.  Seven  Varieties  —  R.  I.  Greening, 
Baldwin,  Roxbury  Russet,  Porter,  Lyscom,  Holden  Pippin,  Hub- 
bardston  Nonesuch. 

Alonzo  Hill,  Worcester.  Unnamed. 

D.  F.  Mason,  Boylston.  Four  Varieties — Roxbury  Russet,  Bald- 
win, Lyscom,  Sweet. 

Samuel  D.  Ward,  Shrewsbury.  Five  Varieties — Roxbury  Rus- 
set, R.  I.  Greening,  Mother,  Leland's  Spice,  Baldwin. 

Thomas  Bottomly,  Leicester.  Seven  Varieties — Baldwin,  Pippin, 
Nonesuch,  Seek  no  Further,  Russet,  Pearmain,  Spice. 

A.  B.  R.  Sprague,  Worcester.  Eight  Varieties — Porter,  Lima, 
Baldwin,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Blue  Pearmain,  Lyscom,  un- 
named Sweet,  unnamed. 

Willard  Marble,  Millbury.  Victoria. 

Charles  Hale,  Millbury.  Eight  Varieties — Baldwin,  Sweet  Rus- 
set, Northern  Spy,  Striped  Gilliflower,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch, 
Blanchard,  Blue  Pearmain,  unnamed. 

Charles  Johnson,  Northboro'.  Fifteen  Varieties — Baldwin,  Yel- 
low Bellflower,  Porter,  Lyscom,  Northern  Spy,  Summer  Pearmain, 
Spice,  Swaar,  Ladies  Sweet,  Pumpkin  Sweet,  Patterson  Harvey, 
Adams  Winter  Sweet,  Maiden  Blush,  and  two  unnamed  varieties. 

J.  L.  Woodward,  Millbury.  Twelve  Varieties — Hubbardston 
Nonesuch,  Old  Nonesuch,  Pound  Sweeting,  Pumpkin  Sweeting, 
Titt  Sweeting,  Fall  Harvey,  Lyscom,  Lima,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Dyer, 
Baldwin,  and  one  unnamed  variety 

J.  K.  L.  Pickford,  Worcester.  Eight  Varieties  —  Greening, 
Baldwin,  Peck's  Pleasant,  Porter,  Sweet  Russet,  Lyscom,  Ribstone 
Pippin,  Russet  Pearmain. 

Putnam  W.  Taft,  Worcester.    Golden  Russet. 

John  D.  Goddard,  Shrewsbury.  Five  Varieties — Baldwin,  Pump- 
kin Sweet,  Pound  Sweet,  Leland's  Spice,  Lima. 

William  Workman,  Worcester.  Two  Varieties — Mother,  Rib- 
stone  Pippin. 

Jonathan  Forbush,  Bolton.  Six  Varieties — Baldwin,  Gloria  Mun- 
di,  Porter,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Roxbury  Russet,  N.  Y.  Pippin. 

Joseph  Lovell,  Jr.,  Worcester.    One  unnamed  variety. 

Harvey  Dodge,  Sutton.    Hubbardston  Nonesuch. 

Fifty-five  Contributors,  and  Four  Hundred  and  Sixty-six  Varie- 
ties of  Apples. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Committee. 


GEORGE  JAQUES,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  PEARS. 


Committee. — D.  W.  Lincoln,  Wm.  M.  Bickford,  S.  P.  Champ- 
ney,  C.  W.  Forbush,  George  A.  Chamberlain. 

Owing  to  the  unfavorable  weather  in  the  early  part  of  the  season* 
the  number  and  variety  of  Pears  fruited  in  the  interior  of  the  State, 
was  probably  less  than  the  average  crop  of  the  last  three  years. — 
But  685  plates  of  pears  were  upon  the  Society's  tables,  furnished  by 
71  different  contributors.  In  1855,  115  contributors  exhibited  925 
specimens,  and  in  1854,  81  different  persons  contributed  826  varie- 
ties of  pears.  The  quality  of  the  fruit  exhibited,  fully  sustained  the 
reputation  of  the  Society.  Specimens  of  some  of  the  best  varieties 
were  shown,  which  far  surpassed  anything  heretofore  offered  at  the 
Society's  Exhibition. 

The  Flemish  Beauty,  Beurre  Bosc,  and  St.  Michael,  were  very  uni- 
formly large,  fair,  and  highly  colored. 

Of  the  newer  varieties  of  established  reputation — or  which  give 
promise  of  excellence,  but  few  well  grown  specimens  were  exhibit- 
ed. That  which  most  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  was 
the  Belle  Apres  Noel,  exhibited  by  Mr.  Butman,  which  may  safely 
be  pronounced  a  very  good  and  very  handsome  late  fall  pear. 

The  Committee  award  the  following  premiums  : 

For  the  Best  Twenty  Varieties  of  not  less  than  Five  Specimens  each. 
1st  To  George  T.  Rice,  of  Worcester,        -----  $7.00 

2d,  To  John  Milton  Earle,        «----.  6.00 

For  the  Best  Ten  Varieties  of  Five  Specimens  each. 

1st.  To  Ichabod  Washburn,  of  Worcester,      -          -                    -  -  5.00 

2d.  To  Calvin  W.  Forbush,  of  Grafton,   -----  4.00 

3d.  To  Levi  Lincoln,  of  Worcester,    -          -          -     ^   -          -  -  3.00 

For  the  Best  Six  Varieties  of  Five  Specimens  each. 

1st.  To  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  of  Worcester,        -           -          -  -  $4.00 

2d.    To  Benjamin  Butman,          "                         ...  3.00 

3d.    To  Edward  Earle,                "                -              -           -  2.00 

4th.  To  Obadiah  B.  Hadwin,       "                                      -  1.00 

For  the  Best  Autumn  Pears,  Eight  Specimens  of  One  Variety. 

1st.    To  Dana  H.  Fitch,  of  Worcester,  (for  Flemish  Beauty,)     -  -  $2.00 

2d.     To  Austin  Underwood,  of  \Y  estboro',    (for  Beurre  Bosc,)          -  1.50 

3d.     To  Alpheus  Merrifield,  of  Worcester,  (rft.  Michael,)       -  -  1.00 

For  the  Best  Winter  Pears,  Eight  Specimens  of  One  Variety. 

1st.   To  Fitzroy  Willard,  of  Worcester,  (Winter  Nelis.)    -                -  $2.00 

2d.    To  G.  Forbes,  Westboro',  (Beurre  d'Arernberg,)             -  -  1.50 

3d.    To  Stephen  Taft,  of  Worcester,  (G  lout  Morceau,)    -               -  1.00 
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LIST  OF  CONTRIBUTORS, 

AND  OF  THE  FRUITS   EXHIBITED  BY  THEM  : 

Joseph  C.  Lovell,  West  Boylston.  Bartlett,  Belle  Lucrative,  Beur- 
re  Diel,  Buffum,  Delices  d'Hardenpont  of  Belgium,  Epine  Dumas, 
Dunmore,  Doyenne  d'ete,  Flemish  Beauty,  Grey  Winter,  Beurre,  St. 
Michael,  Suzette  de  Bavay,  Le  Cure,  Winter  Nelis.    14  Varieties. 

C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton.  Belle  Lucrative,  Flemish  Beauty,  good, 
Paradise  d'Automne,  Bartlett,  Doyenne  d'Ete,  Sieulle,  Viscomte  de 
Spoelberg,  Sorlus,  Beurre  Superfin,  White  Doyenne,  Urbaniste,  very 
good,  Le  Cure,  good,  Marie  Louise,  Beurre  Diel,  Leon  le  Clerc  of 
Laval,  Suzette  de  Bavay,  Capiaumont,  Beurre  Bosc,  Bishop's  Thumb, 
Winter  Nelis,  good,  Chaumontelle,  St.  Ghislain,  Passe  Colmar.  23 
Varieties. 

Benjamin  Butman,  Worcester.  Flemish  Beauty,  extra,  St.  Mi- 
chael, Beurre  Diel,  Belle  apres  Noel,  good,  Passe  Colmar,  very  good, 
Napoleon,  Urbaniste,  Easter  Beurre,  good,  Soldat  Laboureur,  Leon, 
le  Clerc  of  Laval,  Beurre  Clairgeau,  Bezi  des  Veterans,  Le  Cure.  13 
Varieties. 

Ansel  Lakin,  Worcester.    Flemish  Beauty,  good. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester.  Brown  Beurre,  St.  Michael, 
Doyenne  Gris,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Bartlett,  Le  Cure,  Belle  Lu- 
crative, Seckel,  Dix,  Marie  Louise,  and  four  nameless.    1 1  Varieties. 

O.  B.  Hadwin,  Worcester.  Duchesse,  good,  Napoleon,  St.  Mi- 
chael, good,  Flemish  Beauty,  good,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Beurre 
Diel,  Le  Cure,  Lawrence,  Bleeker's  Meadow,  Madotte.  10  Varieties. 

S.  P.  Champney,  Worcester.  Bartlett,  Urbaniste,  good,  Seckel, 
Duchesse,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey.  6  Vari- 
eties. 

Edwin  Draper,  Worcester.  Bartlett,  Beurre  Diel,  Buffum, 
Flemish  Beauty,  good,  Stevens's  Genessee,  Seckel,  Louise  Bonne  de 
Jersey.    8  Varieties. 

Calvin  Moore,  Worcester.  Bartlett. 

A.  Marsh,  Worcester,  St.  Michael,  fine,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jer- 
sey. 

A.  M.  Merrifield,  Worcester.  St.  Michael,  (premium,)  Louise 
Bonne  de  Jersey. 

Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Worcester.  Beurre  Bosc,  very  fine,  Flem- 
ish Beauty,  Napoleon,  Brown  Beurre,  Dix,  fine,  Beurre  d'Anjou, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Iron,  Easter  Beurre.    Nine  Varieties. 

Miss  Frances  M.  Wheeler,  Worcester.    Dix,  Beurre  Diel. 

T.  R.  Norcross,  Shrewsbury.  Seckel. 

Dr.  S.  P.  Miller,  Worcester.  Swan's  Orange,  Beurre  Diel, 
Beurre  d'Anjou,  Glout  Morceau. 

P.  W.  Taft,  Worcester.  Bartlett,  Long  Green,  Louise  Bonne 
de  Jersey,  Winter  Nelis,  Seckel. 

J.  K.  L.  Pickford,  Worcester.    Bleeker's  Meadow. 


0 

Rev.  A.  Hill,  Worcester.    Cushing,  Capiaumont. 

William  Greenleaf,  Worcester.    Seckel,  good,  Glout  Morceau. 

S.  Clapp,  Worcester.  Capsheaf. 

J.  C.  Whitin,  Whitinsville.  Jalousie  de  Fontenay,  Napoleon, 
Catillac,  Belle  et  Bonne. 

J.  M.  Earle,  Worcester.  Alexandre  Bivort,  Alexandre  Lambre, 
Ananas,  Bartlett,  Belle  de  Noel,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Belle  Lucrative, 
Bergamot  d'Antomne,  Beurre  Benoist,  Beurre  Beaumont,  Beurre 
Bosc,  good,  Beurre  Bretonneau,  Beurre  Clairgeau,  Beurre  d'Amalis, 
Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Beurre  Ranee,  Beurre  Defais,  Beurre  Deroui- 
neau,  Beurre  Diel,  Beurre  Goubault,  Beurre  Kossuth,  Beurre  Gris 
d'Hiver,  Beurre  Langelier,  Beurre  Millet,  Beurre  Oswego,  Beurre 
Van  Mons,  Bezi  dela  Motte,  Bezi  de  Montigny,  Bleeker's  Meadow, 
Bon  Cretien  Fondante,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Bonne  d'Ezee, 
Broom  Park,  Brown  Beurre,  Buffum,  Catillac,  Compte  de  Paris, 
Dearborn's  Seedling,  De  Bavay,  Delices  d'Hardenpont  of  Bel- 
gium, Dix,  Doyenne  Blanc,  Doyenne  Boussock,  Doyenne  d'Al- 
encon,  Doyenne  Gris,  Doyenne  Robin,  Duchesse,  Epine  Dumas, 
Dunmore,  Eliza  d'Hyest,  Flemish  Beauty,  good,  Fondante  du  Corn- 
ice, Frederica  Bremer,  Gustine's  Summer,  Gansel's  Seckel,  Glout 
Morceau,  Golden  Beurre,  Graslin,  Heathcote,  Hessel,  Jaminette, 
Jules  Bivort,  Kirtland,  Lewis,  Marie  Louise,  Ne  Plus  Meuris,  Para- 
dise d'Antomne,  very  good,  Passans  du  Portugal,  Passe  Colmar, 
Pope's  Russet,  Princess  of  Prussia,  Rushmnre's  Bon  Chretien, 
Rousselet  de  Rheims,  Rivers's  New  Winter  Beurre,  St.  Ghislain, 
Seckel,  Surpasse  Virgalieu,  Swan's  Orange,  Thompson's,  Triomphe  de 
Jodoigne,  Urbaniste,  good,  Van  Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  Verte  Longue, 
Le  Cure,  Winter  Nelis,  Inconnue  Van  Mons,  Las  Canas,  Am&dotte, 
Barbancinet,  Baronne  de  Melo,  Beurre  Delfosse,  Beurre  d'Elberg, 
Doyenne  Defais,  Pa&se  Colmar  Francaise,  Suzette  de  Bavay,  Oliver's 
Russet,  and  five  varieties  without  names.    100  Varieties. 

P.  Dexter  Tiffany,  Worcester.  Belle  Lucrative,  good,  Bartlett, 
Flemish  Beauty,  Beurre  Diel,  Napoleon,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Seckel,  Easter  Beurre,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Sieulle,  St.  Michael,  Fred- 
erick of  Wurtemberg,  Glout  Morceau,  Le  Cure,  Beurre  d'Aremberg. 
15  Varieties. 

Thomas  Bottomly,  Leicester.  Seckel. 

Anthony  Chase,  Worcester.  Bartlett,  Flemish  Beauty,  Catillac, 
Beurre  Diel,  Cumberland,  St.  Michael.    6  Varieties. 

William  Workman,  Worcester.  Flemish  Beauty,  Catillac,  Beurre 
Diel,  Cumberland,  St.  Michael. 

Charles  Johnson,  Northboro'.  Bartlett,  Brown  Beurre,  good, 
Seckel,  Winter  Nelis,  very  good,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 

George  W.  Gill,  Worcester.  Passe  Colmar,  extva,  Catillac,  Louise 
Bonne  de  Jersey,  Chelmsford. 

George  Jaques,  Worcester.  Andrews,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Oapiau- 
mont,  Beurre  d'Anjou,  Beurre  Diel,  Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Belle  Lu- 
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crative,  Colmar  d'Aremberg,  Charlotte  Brower,  Doyenne  Blanc, 
Dunmore,  Duchesse,  Edwards's  Elizabeth,  Eyewood,  Flemish  Beau- 
ty, Glout  Morceau,  Henry  IV,  Heathcot,  Jalousie  de  Fontenay, 
Monarch,  Long  Green,  Langlier's  Beurre,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Marie  Louise,  Napoleon,  Paquency,  Summer  St.  Germlain,  Seckel, 
Swan's  Orange,  Urbaniste,  Le  Cure,  Winter  Nelis,  Wilbur,  Nouveau 
Poitean,  St.  Michael  Archange,  Beuire  Sterkmans,  Belle  Apres  Noel. 
37  Varieties. 

Wm.  C.  Capron,  Uxbridge.  Doyenne  d'Alencon,  Duchesse, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Lewis,  Van  Mons  Leon  le  Clerc,  Beurre 
Bosc,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Doyenne  Blanc,  Winter  Nelis,  Flemish 
Beauty.    10  Varieties. 

Calista  A.  Draper,  Worcester.  Beurre  Diel,  Louise  Bonne  de 
Jersey,  Passe  Colmar,  Fondante  d'Automne,  St.  Michael,  Bartlett. 
6  Varieties. 

G.  Forbes,  Westboro'.  Beurre  Diel,  Beurre  d'Aremberg,  (premi- 
um,) Compte  de  Lamy. 

E.  L.  Brigham,  Worcester.  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Beurre 
Superfin. 

N.  R.  Scott,  Worcester.    One  plate  nameless. 

Edward  Earle,  Worcester.  Marie  Louise,  Dix,  Sieulle,  good, 
Buffum,  Andrews,  Belle  Lucrative,  Beurre  Diel,  Winter  Nelis,  good, 
Chaumontelle,  very  good,  Easter  Beurre,  Bartlett,  Seckel.  12  Varie- 
ties. 

George  W.  Goodnow,  Southboro'.  Bartlett,  Flemish  Beauty, 
Beurre  Diel,  Doyenne  Blanc,  Capiaumont,  Princess  of  Orange,  Sweet 
Winter,  Beurre  d'Aremberg,  Bleeker's  Meadow,  Jaminette.  10 
Varieties. 

T.  H.  Rice,  Worcester.    Beurre  Diel,  Passe  Colmar. 

Horatio  Phelps,  Worcester.    Glout  Morceau,  Bezi  de  la  Motte. 

D.  B.  Harrington,  Millbury.    Flemish  Beauty. 

T.  K.  Earle,  Worcester.  Flemish  Beauty,  Dix,  Fulton,  Winter 
Nelis,  Sieulle,  good,  Beurre  Diel,  St  Michael,  good,  Duchesse, 
Beur»e  d'Armberg,  Buffum.    10  Varieties. 

O.  K.  Earle,  Worcester.  Le  Cure,  Bartlett,  Beurre  Diel,  Capiau- 
mont, Eyewood,  St.  Michael.     6  Varieties. 

Mrs.  Henry  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Bartlett,  Flemish  Beauty,  Le 
Cure,  Capiaumont,  Seckel,  Duchesse,  St.  Michael,  Belle  Lucrative. 
8  Varieties. 

Austin  Underwood,  Westboro*.  Swan's  Orange,  Paradise  d'Au- 
tomne, very  good,  Columbia,  Comte  de  Flanders,  Waterloo,  Archduke 
Charles,  Delices  d'Hardenpont  d' Angers,  Napoleon,  Triomphe  de 
Jodoigne,  Maria  Louise,  Westcott,  Comtesse  de  Lunay,  Beurre 
Beaumont,  Beurre  Langelier,  Las  Canas,  Wredow,  Beurre  Goubault. 
Winter  Nelis,  Sorlus,  Inconnue  Van  Mons,  Jalousie  de  Fontenay, 
Beurre  Bosc,  Beurre  Davis,  Washington,  Johonnot,  Seckel.  26  Va- 
rieties. 
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Dana  H.  Fitch,  Worcester.    Flemish  Beauty,  very  fine, 

Nathaniel  Paine,  Worcester.  Beurre  Bosc,  good,  Chelmsford, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Flemish  Beauty,  Easter  Beurre,  good, 
Duchesse,  Glout  Morceau.    7  Varieties. 

William  B.  Fox,  Worcester.  Prince's  St.  Germain,  Capiaumont, 
Buffum,  Colmar  d'Armberg,  Le  Cure,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  St. 
Michael,  Duchesse,  Beurre  Diel,  Bezi  de  la  Motte,  Easter  Beurre, 
Bon  Chretien  d'Espagne,  Dix,  Napoleon.    14  Varieties. 

Calvin  Moore,  Worcester.    Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 

Dr.  O.  H.  Blood,  Worcester.    Belle  Lucrative. 

Stephen  Taft,  Worcester.  Glout  Morceau,  good,  Seckel,  St. 
Michael,  Beurre  Diel,  Belle  et  Bonne. 

George  T.  Rice,  Worcester.  Beurre  Bosc,  Brown  Beurre,  Beurre 
Diel,  extra,  Duchesse,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Seckel.  Winter  Nelis, 
fine,  Glout  Morceau,  good,  Flemish  Beauty,  D'Angleterre,  Catillac, 
Josephine,  Le  Cure,  Henry  IVth,  Dix,  Sieulle,  very  good,  Belle 
Lucrative,  Bartlett,  St.  Ghislain,  Urbaniste,  good,  Passe  Colmar.  21 
Varieties. 

William  T.  Merrifield,  Worcester.  Duchesse,  Bartlett,  Catillac, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Marie  Louise,  Flemish  Beauty,  Belle  Lu- 
crative, Seckel,  Napoleon,  Le  Cure,  Beurre  Diel.    11  Varieties. 

William  A.  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Belle  Lucrative,  Passe  Colmar, 
Madotte,  Bartlett,  Napoleon,  Doyenne  Gris,  Catillac,  Paradise  d'- 
Automne,  Glout  Morceau,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Winter  Nelis, 
Flemish  Beauty,  Beurre  d'Amalis,  Lawrence,  Marie  Louise,  Beurre 
Diel,  Seckel,  Brown  Beurre,  St.  Michael,  Duchesse,  Le  Cure,  Do- 
yenne Boussock,  Sieulle,  Colmar  d'Aremberg,  good,  and  two  varie- 
ties without  names.    26  Varieties. 

Daniel  Stone,  Worcester.    Passe  Colmar,  Le  Cure. 

Silas  Goddard,  Worcester.    Catillac,  very  good. 

D.  B.  Sibley,  Mill  bury.    One  plate  Winter. 

Ichabod  Washburn,  Worcester.  Bartlett,  very  fine,  Buffum, 
Seckel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Beurre  Diel,  Duchesse,  good,  Dix, 
Bezi  de  la  Motte,  Easter  Beurre,  good,  Le  Cure,  Marie  Louise,  Ur- 
baniste, very  good,  St.  Michael,  Golden  Beurre,  very  good,  St. 
Ghislain.    15  Varieties. 

Mrs.  B.  L.  Hardon,  Worcester.  Flemish  Beauty,  Catillac,  Beurre 
Diel,  Sieulle,  and  three  kinds  without  names.    7  Varieties. 

H.  H.  Chamberlin,  Worcester.    Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Bartlett. 

D.  S.  Messinger,  Worcester.  Le  Cure,  Urbaniste,  Doyenne  De- 
fais,  St.  Michael,  good,  Beurre  Diel,  Grey  Doyenne,  Belle  et  Bonne, 
St.  Ghislain,  good,  St.  Nicholas,  Glout  Morceau,  Dix,  Beurre  d'An- 
jou,  Belle  Lucrative,  Golden  Beurre,  Brown  Beurre,  Duchesse,  Bart- 
lett, Seckel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey.    19  Varieties. 

James  F.  Allen,  Worcester,  St.  Michael,  good,  Le  Cure,  good, 
Glout  Morceau,  Bezi  de  la  Motte,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Beurre 
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Diel,  Lawrence,  Bartlett,  Henry  IVth,  St.  Ghislain,  Seckel,  Bezi 
le  Fre.    12  Varieties. 

Levi  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Charles  of  Austria,  Flemish  Beauty, 
Fulton,  Sieulle,  Belle  Lucrative,  St.  Michael,  good,  Duchesse,  Napo- 
leon, Dix,  good,  Dunmore,  Madotte,  Beurre  Diel,  Urbaniste,  Seckel, 
Glout  Morceau,  Belle  et  Bonne,  Le  Cure,  very  good,  Bon  Cretien  d'- 
Espagne,  Easter  Beurre,  Beurre  d'Amalis.    20  Varieties 

Fitzroy  Willard,  Worcester.  Winter  Nelis,  very  fine,  Seckel, 
Beurre  Diel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  St.  Michael. 

D.  T.  Moore,  Boylston.    Le  Cure. 

Jonathan  Forbush,  Bolton.  Flemish  Beauty,  Belle  et  Bonne, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Napoleon,  Winter  Nelis. 

James  R.  Peirce,  Worcester.    Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 

S.  S.  Foster,  Worcester.  Seckel,  Doyenne  Blanc,  Bartlett, 
Flemish  Beauty,  Winter  Nelis,  Seckel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  and 
four  varieties  without  names.    11  Varieties. 

Charles  Hadwen,  Worcester,  Seedling. 

D.  W.  Lincoln,  Worcester.  Grand  Soliel,  Doyenne  d'AIencon, 
Epine  Dumas,  Duchesse  d'Orleans,  Laherard,  Noveau  Poiteau, 
Doyenne  Boussock,  Beurre  d'Anjou,  Comte  de  Lamy,  Baronne  de 
Mello,  Bergamotte  Cadette,  Eyewood,  Thompson's,  Beurre  Duval, 
and  twenty-six  other  kinds.    40  Varieties. 

Anthony  Chase,  Worcester.  Beurre  Diel,  Bezi  de  la  Motte,  and 
Althorpe  Crassane. 


REPORT  ON  OTHER  FRUIT. 

Committee. — William  Workman,  Chairman  ;  Edward  Earle, 
Joseph  N.  Bates,  Silas  Allen,  S.  P.  Miller. 

Peaches. 

Owing  to  the  severity  of  the  last  two  winters,  and  the  extensive 
prevalence  of  that  destructive  disease,  the  yellows,  among  the  Peach 
Trees,  the  past  few  years, the  Committee  had  no  very  extravagant  an- 
ticipations in  regard  to  the  show  of  Peaches  this  year. 

But,  happily,  they  found  on  the  tables  a  very  good  collection  of 
this  luscious  fruit,  some  of  them,  indeed,  were  spotted  with  the  yel- 
lows, but  there  were  many  specimens  of  fine  healthy  appearance  and 
excellent  quality  ;  among  which  was  an  unusual  number  of  very  fine 
Seedlings.  The  Committee  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  cultivators 
will  be  more  successful  in  obtaining  healthful  and  thrifty  trees,  and 
desirable  fruit,  by  growing  Seedlings  from  uncontaminated  fruit, 
than  by  propagating  the  old  and  almost  universally  diseased  varie- 
ties. 
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PREMIUMS  ON  PEACIIE9. 
For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  the  1st.  Premium  was  awarded  to 

Asa  11.  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,  -  »  $3.00' 

For  the  2d.  best  collection,  to  George  W.  Goodnow,  of  Westboro',  2.00 
For  the  3d.  best  collection,  to  Samuel  A.  Cushing,  Shrewsbury,  1.00 
For  the  best  Dish  of  10  specimens  of  one  variety,  to  D.  B.  Jewett,  of 

Westboro',  for  his  late  Crawford.      -  -  .  2.00 

For  the  2d.  best  dish,  to  Eli  Johnson,  of  Worcester,  for  his  Melocoton,  1.50 
For  the  3d.  best  dish,  to  Calista  A.  Draper,  of  Worcester,  for  a 

beautiful  Seedling,  -  -  1«00 

Fruits  exhibited  by  contributors,  as  follows  : 
PEACHES. 

J.  C.  Lovell,  West  Boylston.  Old  Mixon,  Willow,  Late  Craw- 
ford, Seedling  Rareripe. 

C.  W.  For  bush,  Grafton.  Early  Crawford,  Late  Crawford,  Brooks 
Rareripe. 

Benjamin  Butman,  Worcester.    Coolidge's  Favorite,  very  fine. 
Jonas  Hartshorn,  Worcester.    Coolidge's  Favorite,  two  nameless. 
Edwin  Draper,  Worcester.    Old  Mixon. 

O.  B.  Hadwin,  Worcester.  Late  Crawford,  President,  Lemon 
Clingstone,  Red  Rareripe,  Yellow  Rareripe,  Cutler's  Rareripe,  Late 
Rareripe,  Walter's  Early,  (?)  Golden  Purple,  Porter's  Melocoton, 
Seedling.    11  Varieties. 

Asa  H.  Allen,  Shrewsbury.  Maryland  Clingstone,  very  large 
and  beautiful,  Early  Crawford,  Late  Crawford,  Honey  Rareripe,  Bul- 
lard's  Seedling,  Yellow  Alberge,  Coolidge's  Favorite,  Cotton's  Rare- 
ripe, Orange  Clingstone,  two  other  Clingstones,  Lemon  Freestoner 
Red  Rareripe,  Carle's,  Blood,  Late  Newington,  W.  Brown's  Seed- 
ling, 12  Seedlings,  Nectarine.    30  Varieties. 

Micah  Johnson.  Worcester.  Late  Crawford,  Seedling,  Yellow 
Rareripe. 

Samuel  A.  Cushing,  Shrewsbury.  Old  Mixon,  Adams's  Red, 
Melocoton,  Washington,  Yellow  Rareripe,  Miles's  Seedling.  6  Va- 
rieties. 

Miss  Frances  M.  Wheeler,  Worcester.    Dish  of  Peaches. 
Thomas  K.  Norcross,  Shrewsbury.  Seedling,  very  large  and  beau- 
tiful. 

Dr.  S.  P.  Miller,  Worcester.    Old  Mixon,  Crawford's  Late. 

D.  E.  Jewett,  Westboro'.  Crawford's  Early,  Crawford's  Late, 
Blush  Cling,  Golden  Rareripe. 

Sylvester  Sears.  Worcester.    Old  Mixon. 
J.  K.  L.  Pickford,  Worcester.  Clingstone. 

John  D.  Goddard,  Shrewsbury.  Late  Rareripe,  Bullard's  Seed 
ling,  Blood. 

Calista  A.  Draper,  Worcester.  Red  Rareripe,  Old  Mixon,  Craw- 
ford's Late  Melocoton,  Seedling. 

Eli  Johnson,  Worcester.    Melocoton,  Seedling. 
Thomas  Bottomly,  Leicester.  Seedling. 
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Luke  Brummett,  N.  H.    Alline,  Blood. 

J.  G.  Wood,  Millbury.    Blood,  Late  Crawford. 

G.  W.  Hart  well,  No.  Oxford.  Melocoton. 

Charles  Davis,  Southbridge.  Seedling. 

Nathaniel  Paine,  Worcester.    Old  Mixon,  fine,  Nameless. 

Mrs.  B.  L.  Hardon,  Worcester.    1  Dish  Peaches. 

A.  Lawrence,  Worcester.  Melocoton. 

D.  S.  Messinger,  Worcester.  Brevoort's  Morris,  Late  Melocoton, 
Seedling. 

Geo.  W.  Goodnow,  Westboro'.  Crawford's  Early,  Crawford's 
Late,  Strawberry  Rareripe,  Lemon  Melocoton,  Jaques,  Melocoton, 
Yellow  Rareripe,  Rareripe,  Blood,  Early  Melocoton,  Victoria.  1 1 
Varieties. 

Wm.  B.  Fox,  Worcester.     3,  Nameless. 
Silas  Bailey,  Worcester.    Crawford's  Late. 
James  Apperson,  Worcester.    1  Dish  Nameless. 
O.  Fairbanks,  West  Boylston.    Crawford's  Late,  Day's  Seedling, 
Blood. 

J.  Forbush,  Bolton.    Crawford's  Late. 

PLUMS. 

Of  Plums,  five  varieties  only  were  exhibited,  and  three-fourths  of 
all  the  specimens  were  of  Coe's  Golden  Drop.  Nearly  all  were  well 
grown,  and  fine. 

PREMIUMS  AWARDED. 

For  tho  largest  and  best  collection,  to  Dr.  William  Workman,  Worcester,  -  $2.00 
For  the  best  dish,  12  specimens  of  one  variety,  to  Mrs.  Henry  Wheeler, 

Worcester,  for  Coe's  Golden  Drop,  -  -  1.60 
For  the  2d.  best  dish,  1 2  specimens  of  one  variety,  to  Charles  Johnson, 

Worcester,  Coe's  Golden  Drop,               -               -  1.00 

PLUMS  EXHIBITED. 

Dr.  William  Workman,  Worcester.  Coe's  Golden  Drop,  and  a 
rery  superior  plum,  name  unknown. 

Charles  Johnson,  Worcester.    Coe's  Golden  Drop, 

P.  W.  Taft,  Worcester.  Red  Gage,  Yellow  Gage,  Prince's  Im- 
perial Gage. 

J.  F.  Allen,  Worcester.    Coe's  Golden  Drop. 

George  Jaques,  Worcester.    Coe's  Golden  Drop. 

Mrs.  Henry  Wheeler,  Worcester.    Coe's  Golden  Drop. 

Josiah  Rice,  Worcester.    Coe's  Golden  Drop. 

Dr.  S.  P  Miller,  Worcester.    Coe's  Golden  Drop. 

Anthony  Chase,  Worcester.    Coe's  Golden  Drop. 

P.  D.  Tiffany,  Worcester.    Names  not  entered. 

QUINCES. 

The  show  of  Quinces  was  also  small — thoie  on  the  tablet  wert 
well  grown  and  good  specimens. 
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PREMIUMS  AWARDED. 

For  the  best  collection,  to  Anthony  Chase,  Worcester,  for  Dish  of 

Orange  Quinces,  -----  $2.00 
For  the  next  best,  to  Jonas  Hartshorn,  Worcester,  •  •  1.00 

QUINCES  EXHIBITED. 

Jonas  Hartshorn,  Worcester.  Quinces. 
Anthony  Chase,  Worcester.    Orange  Quinces. 
James  Fuller,  Worcester.  Orange  Quinces. 
Sylvester  Sears,  Worcester.    Pear  Quinces. 
John  D.  Goddard,  Shrewsbury.  Quinces. 
Capt.  Hale,  Millbury.  Quinces. 
Joel  Knapp,  Sutton.  Quinces. 

William  B.  Fox,  Worcester.    Orange  Quinces,  Pear  Quinces. 
Harvey  Dodge,  Sutton,    Orange  Quinces, 

GRAPES. 

The  show  of  grapes  was  quite  large  and  attracted  unusual  atten- 
tion. There  were  magnificent  specimens  of  exotic  Grapes,  grown 
under  glass,  exhibited  by  John  C.  Whitin,  and  others.  Also,  a 
larger  quantity  than  ever  before,  of  very  handsome  Isabella,  Diana, 
and  other  native  grapes,  and  some  very  fine  White  Chasselas,  or 
Sweetwater,  grown  in  open  culture. 

PREMIUMS  AWARDED. 

For  the  largest  and  best  collection  grown  under  glass,  to  John  C.  Whitin, 

of  Whitinsville,  -  -  -  -  $4.00 
For  the  next  best  collection,  grown  under  glass,  to  Ichabod  Washburn, 

of  Worcester,  -  -  -  -  3.00 
For  the  next  best  collection  grown  under  glass,  Charles  Hale, 

of  Millbury,  .....  2.00 
For  the  best  specimens  of  Isabella  or  Diana  Grapes,  in  open  culture,  to 

J.  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville,  for  his  Diana  Grapes,  -  2.00 
For  the  2d.  best  specimens  of  Isabella  or  Diana  Grapes  in  open  culture, 

to  J.  Forbush,  of  Bolton,  for  his  Isabella  Grapes,  -  1.50 
For  the  3d.  best  collection  of  Isabella  or  Diana  Grapes  in  open  culture, 

to  Wm.  A.  Wheeler,  of  Worcester,  for  his  Isabella  Grapes,  -  1.00 
For  the  best  specimens  of  native  Grapes,  Hartford  Prolific,  to  T.  K.  Earle, 

of  Worcester,  -  -  -  -  -  2.00 
For  fine  Isabella  Grapes,  a  gratuity  to  Miss  Frances  M.  Wheeler, 

of  Worcester,                  -  1.00 

GRAPES  EXHIBITED. 

Elijah  Stone,  Worcester.    Native  Grapes. 
C.  W.  Forbush,  Grafton.    Native  Grapes. 
Ashley  Moore,  Worcester.  Isabella. 
Miss  Frances  M.  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Isabella. 
Job  C.  Stone,  Shrewsbury.    Hartford  Prolific. 
Anthony  Chase,  Worcester.  Isabella. 

P.  D.  Tiffany,  Worcester.  Lot  of  Black  Hamburg,  and  Sweet- 
water Grapes. 

John  C.  Whitin,  Whitinsville.  15  Dishes  Grapes — Bourdelais, 
Royal  Muscadine,  White  Frontignan,  Zinfindal,  Wilmot's  No.  16, 
Grizzly  Frontignan,  Gross  Bleu,  Dccon's  Superb,  Black  Prince,  De- 
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candolle,  Wilmot's  Black  Hamburg,  Black  Hamburg, — 12  varieties. 
3  dishes  Diana — a  magnificent  collection. 

Jonathan  Grout,  Worcester.    Hartford  Prolific. 

W.  W.  Cook,  Milford.  Seedling. 

L.  Ross,  Worcester.  Isabella. 

N.  B.  Flagg,  Shrewsbury.    Wild  Grape. 

T.  K.  Earle,  Worcester.    Isabella,  Hartford  Prolific. 

Charles  Hale,  Millbury.    Sweetwater,  Black  Hamburg. 

John  D.  Goddard,  Shrewsbury.    Native  Grapes. 

Charles  Johnson,  Northboro'.    Isabella,  Blackstone. 

Samuel  A.  Cushing.    Native  Grapes. 

John  M.  Earle,  Worcester.  York  Madeira,  Native,  Hartford 
Prolific,  Diana,  Seedling.    5  Varieties. 

Ichabod  Washburn,  Worcester.  Black  Hamburg,  Black  Prince, 
Black  St.  Peters,  Grizzly  Frontignan,  Royal  Muscadine,  Sweetwa- 
ter, Zinfindal,  Decon's  Superb,  Syrian,  Charlsworth's  Tokay,  Black 
Frontignan,  White  Frontignan.    13  Varieties. 

William  A.  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Isabella. 

Austin  Underwood,  Westboro'.  Diana. 

Mrs.  Henry  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Isabella. 

George  Jaques,  Worcester.  Diana,  Isabella,  well  ripened  and  fine. 
J.  Forbush,  Bolton.    Concord,  Isabella. 

The  Diana  Grapes,  though  not  new,  were  superior  to  any  ever  be- 
fore exhibited  here.  Those  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Whitin,  were  in  large, 
compact,  and  beautiful  clusters,  of  excellent  quality — fully  equal  to 
the  best  Isabella, — and  may,  by  ripening  a  little  earlier,  soon  super- 
sede the  latter  variety,  which  are  often  uncertain  of  ripening  well. 

Austin  Underwood,  also  showed  a  dish  of  very  handsome  Diana 
Grapes. 

The  dish  of  Hartford  Prolific,  by  T.  K.  Earle,  were  very  fine 
Grapes — good  sized  cluster  and  berries — of  sweet  pleasant  flavor — 
quite  melting — and  leaving  no  tough  pulp  like  most  Native  Grapes. 
And,  as  they  ripen  two  or  three  weeks  earlier  than  the  Isabella,  the 
Committee  considered  them  worthy  of  more  extensive  cultivation. 

Very  fine  specimens  of  Seedling  Grapes  were  exhibited  by  J.  M. 
Earle.  The  Committee  thought  them  not  quite  equal  to  the  Hart- 
ford Prolific,  which  they  resembled.  We  are  not  quite  sure,  however, 
but  further  cultivation  may  prove  them  fully  equal.  Inasmuch  as 
they  ripen  early,  they  are  recommended  for  further  trial. 

W.  W.  Cook,  of  Milford,  exhibited  a  Seedling,  supposed  to  have 
come  from  some  foreign  grape.  It  was  sweet  and  of  vinous  flavor, 
but  the  clusters  were  small  and  open.  Further  trial  and  cultivation 
may  prove  it  to  be  valuable. 

T.  N.  Marble,  exhibited  a  dish  of  splendid  Sweetwater  Grapes, 
grown  in  the  open  air — quite  equal  to  some  of  Green-House  culture, 
worthy  of  a  premium,  but  the  Society  offer  none  for  this  variety. — 
Not  entered. 
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The  show  of  "  other  Fruits,"  was  on  the  whole  quite  satisfactory, 
though,  with  the  exception  of  Grapes,  not  as  large  as  on  some  for- 
mer years. 

WILLIAM  WORKMAN,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 

Dr.  Samuel  Flagg,  Chairman,  Joseph  Lovell,  Jr.,  John  Barnard, 
Worcester ;  Joseph  A.  Denny,  Leicester. 

In  comparison  with  the  Exhibition  of  last  year,  the  Committee 
could  not  refrain  from  noticing  a  declination  in  the  number  of  spec- 
imens offered,  as  also  a  deficiency  in  their  quality.  Still  there  was 
by  no  means  a  poor  display  of  the  substantial  products  of  our  fruit- 
ful County  of  Worcester. 

To  commence  with  the  most  prominent  articles  on  exhibition,  the 
Potato,  the  Committee  were  highly  gratified  to  observe,  that  we 
are  fast  following  in  the  steps  of  our  fruits  grown  above  ground,  we 
mean  nomenclature.  To  be  sure  we  do  not  find  as  yet  any  Louise 
Bonne's,  or  Duchesse  potatoes,  but  how  soon  we  may,  who  will  doubt, 
when  the  Committee  could  produce  the  names  of  not  less  than  Twen- 
ty-Two varieties  from  one  contributor,  and  all  the  products  of  his 
own  handy  work,  and  who  not  only  takes  pleasure  in  producing  them 
for  our  inspection,  but  has  exhibited  to  us  an  elaborate  survey  of 
the  land  on  which  his  produce  is  grown.  Of  what  satisfaction  this 
may  be  to  the  members  of  our  Society,  each  one  can  say  for  himself, 
but  the  satisfaction  it  must  be  to  the  farmer  to  know  the  exact 
lay  of  his  land,  no  one  will  deny. 

In  examining  this  one  article,  the  Committee  were  in  doubt  as  to 
the  proper  application  of  names,  as  for  example,  four  different 
names  were  allotted  to  what  seemed  to  be  one  variety,  and  so  the 
Committee  would  have  remained  in  doubt,  but  for  the  kindness  of 
one  of  our  members,  who  favored  us  with  a  specimen  of  each  varie- 
ty in  a  proper  state  for  the  table.  These  different  varieties  were  as 
follows : 

S.  H.  Colton,  Worcester.    Stone  Hill. 
Sylvanus  Sears,  Worcester.    White  Chenango. 
Ashley  Moore,  Worcester.    Golden  Ball. 
Dr.  O.  H.  Blood.  Worcester.  Carter. 

It  remains  only  to  say  that  the  Carter  bore  the  test  of  its  \*ell 
known  properties,  as  an  excellent  variety  of  Potato,  if  not  the  best 
cultivated. 

Of  the  different  varieties  of  Squashes,  too,  questions  arose  as  to  the 
proper  name  given,  so  also  with  other  varieties  on  exhibition.  Tak- 
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iii-g  these  and  like  perplexities  into  consideration,  the  Committee 
recommended  the  following  list  of  Premiums  and  Gratuities : 

For  the  Largest  and  Best  Collection  of  Vegetables. 

To  I.  Washburn,  of  Worcester,  the  1st  premium  of           -  -  $4.00 

To  Henry  Goulding,  of  Worcester,  the  2d  premium  of            -  3.0O 

To  Samuel  M.  Lovcriug,  of  Worcester,  the  3d  premium  of  2.00* 

For  the  Best  Collection  of  Potatoes. 

To  Joel  Knapp,  of  Sutton,  the  1st  premium  of                ■    -  -          .  3.0a 

To  S.  P.  Chainpney,  of  Worcester,  the  2d  premium  of  -          -  2.0tf 

Of  Seedling  Potatoes,  the  Comnrttee  saw  no  new  variety  on 
exhibition. 

For  the  Best  3  pure  Canada  Crook-neck  Squashes. 
To  Eli  Johnson,  of  Worcester,  the  premium  of  ....  1.00 

For  the  Best  3  Marrow  Squashes. 
To  Dr.  0.  H.  Blood,  of  Worcester,  the  premium  of         -        -  -  2.00 

For  the  Best  Winter  Sqiiashes  of  any  other  variety. 
To  A.  Peaslee,  of  Worcester,  the  premium  of  ...  ].oo 

For  the  Best  3  Savoy  Cabbages. 
To  Joseph  Lo veil,  Jr.,  of  Worcester,  the  premium  of  --  1.00 

For  the  Best  3  heads  of  any  other  variety. 
To  Joseph  Lovoll,  Jr.,  of  Worcester,  the  premium  of  -  1.00 

Of  Cauliflowers,,  but  one  specimen  was  exhibited,  and  that  by  Dr. 
llufus  Woodward,  of  Worcester,  which,  if  the  Doctor  intended  the 
3  heads  (the  number  requisite  for  a  premium.)  to  be  included  in  one,, 
would  entitle  him  to  a  premium,  but  the  Committee  observed  one 
atalk  only,  supporting  one  enormous  head. 

For  the  best  3  Pumpkins. 

To  S.  II.  Colton  of  Worcester,  the  first  premium  of            -  -         *  $1.00 
To  A.  Peaslee,  for  his  excellent  specimen  of  Sugar  Pumpkin,  for 

tablo  use,  a  gratuity  of          -          -----  -  1.00 

For  the  Best  collection  of  Turnips. 

Tw  0.  B.  ITadwen,  of  Worcester,  the  1st.  premium  of               -  --  2.00 

For  the  Best  Table  Beets  not  less  than  one  peck. 

To  Isaac  Mills  of  Worcester,  the  1st.  premium  of      -          .  -  1.00 

For  the  Best  Sweet  Corn,  not  less  than  six  ears. 

To  Isaac  Mills  of  Worcester,  the  premium  of             -  1.00 

Of  other  varieties,  the  Committee  noticed  a  fine  box  of  Cranberries, 
contributed  by  John  G.  Wood  of  Mill  bury. 

A  fair  specimen  of  Sweet  Potatoes,  grown  by  A.  Peaslee  of  Wor- 
cester. 

Several  pots  of  the  Egg  Plant,  bearing  excellent  specimen  of  fruit,, 
by  P.  D.  Tiffany  of  Worcester.  This  is  doubtless  an  excellent  vege- 
table to  those  who  know  its  good  properties,  but  to  the  Committee,  the 
plate  of  eggs  in  the  shell,  contributed  by  Mr.  Stowell  of  Worcester, 
r-ecmed  more  palatable  than  eggs  from  the  vegetable  kingdom. 

The  attention  of  the  Committee  was  called  to  to  a  new  variety  of 
vegetables  called  "Chickory"  as  a  substitute  for  coffee,  contribut- 
ed by  Charles  Davis  of  Southbridge.  This  same  article  is  sold  in  our 
groceries  as  the  Dandelion  Coffee. 

Several  specimens  of  the  Strawberry  Tomato  were  exhibited,  but  a* 
its  uae  is  adapted  to  preserving,  the  Committee  could  not  test  its  vi** 
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Cues  or  its  good  flavor,  which  it  should  have  from  the  name  it  bears. 

Of  Beans  there  were  more  than  "another  one,"  and  all  good  speci- 
mens, especially  the  Lima,  by  Ichabod  Washburn  of  Worcester,  and 
a  large  variety  by  Mr.  Champney,  which,  for  use,  the  Committee  have 
doubts  as  to  the  production  of  anything  superior  to  the  Lima,  Sieva, 
and  Case-knfe  for  Summer  use,  and  the  common  white  for  the 
New  England  Sunday  dinner;  as  the  cold  days  of  November  creep  on, 
and  the  house-wife  places  before  us  the  smoking  platter  of  baked 
beans.    Respectfully  submitted. 


REPORT  ON  FLOWERS  AND  DECORATIONS. 

Committee. — Samuel  B.  Blake,  Chairman,  P.  D.  Tiffany,  F.  H. 
Dewey,  Wm.  B.  Fox,  Jr.,  James  L.  Burbank,  Worcester. 

The  most  unfavorable  weather  upon  the  day  preceding  the  ex- 
hibition, gave  rise  to  many  fears  that  the  duties  of  this  Com- 
mittee would  be  very  light;  we  were  happily  disappointed  how- 
ever, as  the  bright  sunshine  of  the  first  day  dawned  upon  a  display 
of  flowers  quite  equal  to  any  previous  exhibition,  and  we  cannot  but 
feel  that  great  credit  is  due  to  all  those  who  contributed  to  this  most 
desirable  and  attractive  department  of  the  Society's  exhibition. 

No  attempt  having  been  made  to  decorate  the  Hall,  the  Commit- 
tee confined  themselves  entirely  to  the  Flowers  upon  exhibition  which 
were  contributed  by  the  following  persons  : 

Wm.  B.  Fox,  Worcester.    Two  Stands  of  Cut  Flowers. 

Wm.  A.  Wheeler,  Worcester.  Eighty-three  Pots  Green  House 
Plants,  two  Parlor  Bouquets,  one  Stand  of  Dahlias. 

Mrs.  Henry  Goulding,  Worcester.  Two  Parlor  Bouquets,  Cut 
Flowers. 

R.  L.  Hawes,  Worcester.   Two  Bouquets,  Stand  of  Cut  Flowers. 

Harriet  Howe,  Worcester.    One  Globe  Plant. 

Mrs.  A.  H.  Wilder,  Worcester.    One  Stand  of  Flowers. 

Ichabod  Washburn,  Worcester.  Three  Stands  of  Cut  Flowers, 
eight  Pots  of  Green  House  Plants. 

J.  C.  Ripley,  Worcester.  Two  Bouquets,  two  Dishes  of  Cut 
Flowers. 

Messrs.  Capron  &  Sons,  Uxbridge.    One  Stand  of  Dahlias. 
F.  H.  Dewey,  Worcester.    Two  Stands  of  Cut  Flowers. 
Miss  H.  Ellen  Messinger,  Worcester.     Two  Dishes  of  Cut 
Flowers. 

Mira  Gale,  Worcester.    One  Glass  of  Flowers. 

Mrs.  C.  B.  Whiting,  Worcester.  Two  Baskets  of  Cut  Flowers, 
one  Basket  of  Pansies,  one  Pot  of  Purple  Asters. 

Miss  T.  W.  Knowlton,  Worcester.    Two  Stands  of  Cut  Flowers. 

S.  Salisbury,  Worcester.  Two  Baskets  of  Cut  Flowers,  two 
Dishes  of  Cut  Flowers. 
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P.  Young,  Worcester.    One  Stand  of  Cut  Flowers. 

James  Miller,  Worcester.    One  Bouquet  Cut  Flowers.  Native. 

Mrs.  Corey,  Worcester.    One  Stand  of  Dahlias. 

Jonathan  Grout,  Worcester.    One  Stand  of  Cut  Flowers. 

Mira  E.  Gale,  Worcester.    One  Stand  of  Cut  Flowers. 

P.  D.  Tiffany,  Worcester.  One  Floral  Design,  Cut  Flowers, 
Green  House  Plants,  Dahlias,  Roses. 

J.  C.  Whitin,  Whitinsville.    Six  Pots  of  Common  Coxcombs. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Richardson,  Worcester.  One  Cornucopia,  Cut  Flow- 
ers, and  Fruit. 

William  Greenleaf,  Worcester.    One  Stand  of  Dahlias. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  these  contributions,  the  Committee 
would  cheerfully  recommend  the  award  of  the  following  Premiums  . 

For  the  largest  and  best  display  of  Cut  Flowers  to  J.  C.  Ripley,  the 

1st  premium  of------  -  $3.00 

For  the  next  best  disslay  of  Cut  Flowers,  to  Ichabod  Washburn,  the 

2d  premium  of------  -  2.00 

For  the  third  best  display  of  Cut  Flowers,  to  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,  the 

3d  premium  of------  -  1.00 

For  the  best  display  of  Green  House  Plants,  to  P.  D.  Tiffany,  the 

1st  premium  of         -          -          -          -          -          -  -  3.00 

For  the  second  best  display  of  Green  House  Plants  to  William  A. 

Wheeler,  the  2d  premium  of  -  2.00 
For  the  best  pair  of  Bouquets  suitable  for  the  parlor,  to  William  A. 

Wheeler,  the  1st  premium  of  -  2.00 
For  the  second  best  pair  of  Bouquets  suitable  for  the  parlor,  to  Mrs. 

H.  Goulding,  the  2d  premium  of      -          -          -          -  -  1.00 

For  the  best  display  of  Roses,  to  P.  D.  Tiffany,  a  premium  of       -  -  1.00 

For  the  best  display  of  Asters,  to  Ichabod  Washburn,  a  premium  of  -  1.00 
For  the  best  display  of  Dahlias,  to  Messrs  Capron  &  Sons,  a 

premium  of            -------  1.00 

Of  Floral  Designs,  two  pieces  only  were  presented,  one  by  Mrs. 
George  W.  Richardson,  a  Cornucopia  of  Flowers  and  Fruit,  exceed- 
ingly chaste  in  design  and  beautiful  in  execution,  to  which  the  Com- 
mittee would  award  the  1st.  premium  of  $2.00. 

The  other  presented  by  P.  D.  Tiffany,  which  contained  a  fine  dis- 
play of  Flowers  and  evinced  much  labor  in  their  arrangement,  your 
Committee  would  award  the  2d.  premium  of  $1.00. 

The  Committee  would  recommend  a  gratuity  of  $1.00,  to  Mrs.  C. 
B.  Whiting,  for  a  fine  display  of  Cut  Flowers. 

Also  a  gratuity  of  $1.00  to  Wm.  B.  Fox  for  a  stand  of  Cut  Flow- 
ers and  two  Boquets. 

The  Committee  cannot  close  this  Report  without  honorable  men- 
tion of  the  beautiful  display  of  Dahlias  exhibited  by  Wm.  Greenleaf, 
P.  D.  Tiffany,  and  J,  Grout,  also  the  choice  selections  of  Cut  Flow- 
ers displayed  by  S.  Salisbury,  Miss  H.  Ellen  Messinger,  Miss  T.  W. 
Knowlton,  P.  Young,  and  R.  L.  Hawes,  and  only  regret  the  limit  of 
the  premiums  to  be  awarded. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Committee, 

JAMES  B.  BLAKE,  Chairman. 
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P  R  E  F  A  C  E  . 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society, 
holden  on  the  fourth  day  of  January,  A.D.  1865,  the  Committee  oh  Publication 
were  instructed  to  collect  and  publish  the  Transactions  of  the  Society  from  the 
year  1857  to  the  date  of  the  meeting.  This  task,  delegated  by  the  Committee 
to  the  Secretary,  does  not  appear  to  require  an  elaborate  Introduction  or 
Preface.  All  that  it  would  seem  indispensable  to  state  is,  that  owing  to  the 
lapse  of  time  and  the  indifference  of  Chairmen  of  Committees,  and,  quite 
possibly,  other  causes  now  inexplicable,  many  Reports  are  wholly  lost.  Such 
is  the  case  unfortunately,  with  the  entire  series  for  1858.  All  that  remained 
to  be  done,  to  remedy  this  misfortune,  so  far  as  practicable,  was  to  transcribe 
the  lists  of  Premiums  awarded,  from  the  columns  of  the  daily  press,  in  which 
they  had  happily  been  preserved.  The  courtesy  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Spy 
and  Transcript  is  cordially  acknowledged.  But  the  fact  that  the  Society  is 
indebted  to  the  files  of  newspapers,  to  complete  a  gap  in  the  issue  of  its 
Transactions,  is  of  itself  conclusive  evidence  that  the  action  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  was  neither  inexpedient  nor  premature.  That  the  publication  involves 
considerable  expense  is  an  objection  which  would  be  urged  with  equal  force 
against  the  very  existence  of  the  Society. 

The  aim  of  the  Society,  as  approved  by  the  Committee,  has  been  to  include 
all  the  matter  that  bore  directly  upon  the  professed  design  of  the  Society.  It 
is  believed  that  nothing  has  been  excluded  from  these  transactions  that  could 
tend,  however  remotely,  to  increase  the  knowledge  and  promote  the  science  of 
Horticulture  within  the  County  of  Worcester,  so  far  as  the  written  contribu- 
tions of  our  Members  rendered  such  end  attainable. 

Horticultural  Hall,  February  1865. 
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REPORTS. 


REPORT  ON  APPLES. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  of  Worcester,  Chairman;  Asa  H.Allen,  of  Shrews- 
bury, S.  P.  Champney,  Samuel  H.  Colton  and  Jonas  Hartshorn,  of 
Worcester. 

The  Committee  on  Apples,  all  present,  unanimously  and  respectfully  pre- 
sent their  report. 

The  character  of  this  department  of  the  most  important  of  fruits  in  our 
exhibition,  will  excite  no  surprise  but  rather  satisfaction  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  the  fine  blossom  of  the  last  spring  was  blasted  by  a  cold  storm  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  except  in  localities  which  were  sheltered  from  its 
attack.  Then  followed  the  cold  wet  summer  which  enlarged  the  growth  of 
foliage,  and  diminished  the  size  and  beauty  of  the  fruit.  To  the  injuries  of  the-- 
weather,  the  numerous  curculios  and  other  insects  added  the  wounds  and 
deforming  scars  of  their  insidious  and  inevitable  assaults.  In  this  succession 
of  injurious  incidents,  we  have  no  occasion  to  take  up  the  lamentation  of  the 
prophet,  "  that  which  the  palmer-worm  hath  left  hath  the  locust  eaten,  and  that 
which  the  locust  hath  left  hath  the  canker-worm  eaten,  and  that  which  the 
canker-worm  hath  left  hath  the  caterpillar  eaten,"  for  the  privation  of  the  crop 
of  apples  is  but  partial,  and  in  the  aggregate  of  your  exhibition  there  is  abund- 
ant cause  of  gratitude  to  the  bounteous  Providence  that  has  given  us,  with  the 
rain  from  Heaven,  a  season  fruitful  in  the  luxuries  of  the  harvest,  u  filling  our 
hearts  with  food  and  gladness." 

In  this  department  the  number  of  contributions  is  forty-five,  and  of  varieties 
four  hundred  and  three.  At  the  last  year's  exhibition  the  contributors  were 
fifty-four,  and  varieties  four  hundred  and  sixty-six,  showing  a  decrease  of  nine 
contributors  and  sixty-three  varieties,  and  the  quality  of  the  specimens  is  more 
inferior  than  their  number,  yet  this  quality  and  number,  though  not  up  to  the 
standard  of  the  times,  would  have  been  regarded  with  admiration  in  the  early 
years  of  this  society. 
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In  the  class  of  the  largest  and  best  collection  of  Apples,  your  Com- 
mittee award  the  first  premium  to  W.  W.  Keyes,  of  West  Boyls- 
ton,  for  his  forty  varieties,  $7  00 

The  second  premium  to  Sylvanus  Sears,  of  Worcester,  for  his  forty-one 

varieties,   6  00 

The  third  premium  to  Samuel  D.  Ward,  of  Shrewsbury,  for  his  thirty- 
seven  varieties,   5  00 

The  'fourth  premium  to  George  A.  Chamberlain,  of  Worcester,  for  his 

forty  varieties,   4  00 

The  fifth  premium  to  I.  L.  Woodward,  of  Millbury,  for  his  thirty 

varieties,   3  00 


In  the  following  classes,  your  Committee  regret  that  their  task  was  made  less 
difficult  by  the  inattention  of  many  of  the  best  contributors,  who  failed  to  pre- 
sent the  required  number  of  specimens. 

In  the  class  of  the  best  six  varieties,  of  not  less  than  eight  specimens 
each,  the  Committee  award  the  first  premium  to  Jonas  Harts- 
horn, of  Worcester,  for  his  Baldwins,  Roxbury  Russetts,  Hub- 
bardston  Nonsuch,  Danvers  Sweeting,  Leland's  Spice,  Rhode 


Island  Greenings,   $4  00 

The  second  premium  to  Eli  Johnson,  of  Worcester,  for  his  Baldwins, 
Roxbury  Russetts,  Lyscomb,  Hubbardston   Nonsuch,  Porter, 

Rhode  Island  Greenings,   3  00 

The  third  premium  to  Joel  Knapp,  of  Sutton,  for  his  Rhode  Island 
Greenings,  Porters,  Nonsuch,  Fall  Harvey,  Winter  Harvey,  Rox- 
bury Russett,   2  00 

And  the  fourth  premium  to  Charles  Johnson,  of  Northboro',  for  his  Red 
Harvey,  Summer  Pearmain,  Porter,  Ladies  Sweeting,  Pumpkin 

Sweeting,  Sweet  Russett,   1  00 

In  the  class  of  the  eight  best  specimens  of  Autumn  Apples  of  one 
variety,  your  Committee  award  the  first  premium  to  O.  S.  Campbell, 

of  Worcester,  for  his  Aunt  Lucy,   2  00 

The  second  premium  to  S.  N.  Story,  of  Worcester,  for  his  Lyscomb,....    1  50 
The  third  premium  to  S.  M.  Lovering,  of  Worcester,  for  his  Porters,....    1  00 
And  in  the  class  of  the  eight  best  specimens  of  Winter  Apples  of  one 
variety,  your  Committee  award  the  first  premium  to  Joseph 

Lovell,  Jr.,  of  Worcester,  for  his  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,   2  00 

The  second  premium  to  Mrs.  H.  K.  Potter,  of  Grafton,  for  her  Rhode 

Island  Greenings,   1  50 

And  the  third  premium  to  Joseph  A.  Denny,  of  Leicester,  for  his  Bald- 
wins,   1  00 


Your  Committee  are  constrained  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  an 
evil  which  has  repeatedly  been  the  subject  of  complaint  in  the  Reports  of  your 
Committees.    There  is  among  our  most  judicious  and  successful  cultivators  a 
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strange  carelessness  about  the  names  of  their  apples,  which  destroys  the  good 
influence  of  their  example,  and  renders  the  reports  of  the  show  so  far  worth- 
less. At  this  time,  many  excellent  varieties  have  been  entered  by  our  most 
intelligent  contributors,  under  such  names  as  Aunt  Lucy,  Back  Door  Sweet, 
&c.  This  practice  of  taking  transient  circumstances  for  perpetual  memorials 
is  not  without  respectable  precedents.  In  the  ancient  records,  a  very  important 
point  in  one  of  the  principal  roads  in  the  south  part  of  the  city  of  Worcester, 
is  fixed  and  made  conspicuous  for  all  future  generations  by  being  described  by 
the  selectmen  as  "the  pair  of  bars  where  we  turned  in."  As  the  apples  called 
Aunt  Lucy  were  new  to  your  Committee,  in  appearance  as  in  name,  and  the 
size  and  beauty  were  more  inviting,  and  Mr.  Campbell,  the  contributor,  had 
generously  presented  large  plates  of  them  to  be  sold  by  the  society,  one  of 
them  was  proved  by  your  Committee.  It  was  found  to  be  one  of  the  best  of 
Autumn  Apples,  perhaps  second  to  none.  It  is  entirely  ripe  at  this  time,  and 
the  pulp  is  tender  and  crumbling,  and  the  juice  is  delicate,  slightly  acid, 
spirited  and  plentiful.  Your  Committee  have  the  highest  opinion  of  Aunt 
Lucy's  taste,  and  if  the  fruit  is  a  new  variety,  originated  by  her  or  her  happy 
nephew,  her  name  should  be  sweetly  perpetuated  by  it.  But  if  her  honored 
name  is  capriciously  given  to  a  fruit  which  has  a  recognized  legal  appellation, 
the  lovers  of  good  fruit  are  mystified  and  misled  in  a  way  which  her  kind  heart 
would  never  approve.  Your  Committee  will  be  glad  to  have  the  aid  of  Mr. 
Campbell  in  ascertaining  the  history  and  the  established  name  of  this  excellent 
fruit,  if  it  is  produced  by  a  graft. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  Order  of  the  Committee, 
STEPHEN  SALISBURY,  Chairman. 
Horticultural  Hall,  September  24,  1857. 


REPORT  ON  FLOWERS,  &c,  &c. 

Dr.  Henry  Sargent,  Worcester,  Chairman;  John  C.  Whittn,  North- 
bridge  ;  Salem  Copeland,  Jonathan  Grout,  Charles  Thurber,  Worcester. 
Flowers. — For  the  largest  and  best  display  of  cut  Flowers,  to  Ichabod 


Washburn,  of  Worcester,   $H  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Richardson,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Plants. — For  the  best  display  of  plants  of  Green  House  cultivation, 

to  Mrs.  William  A.  Wheeler,  of  Worcester,   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award,   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award,   1  00 

For  the  best  display  of  plants  of  parlor  cultivation,  no  award,   1  00 

Bouquets. — For  the  best  pair  suitable  for  the  parlor,  to  Miss  M.  A. 

Trumbull,  of  Worcester,   2  00 
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For  the  second  best,  to  Mrs.  Henry  Goulding,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Designs. — For  the  best  Floral  Design,  to  Miss  Annie  B.  Earle,  of  Wor- 
cester,  2  00 

For  the  second  best,  not  awarded,   1  00 

Dahlias. — For  the  best  display  of  Dahlias,  to  Mrs.  W.  A.  Wheeler,  of 

Worcester,   1  00 

Asters. — For  the  best  display  of  Asters,  to  Mrs.  J.  L.  Burbank,  of 

Worcester,   1  00 

Gratuity  to  Mrs.  Edwin  Morse,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Roses. — For  the  best  display  of  Roses,   1  00 

Gratuities. — Mrs.  John  C.  Ripley,  Verbenas,   1  00 

Arba  Pierce,   1  00 

Robert  Parker,   1  00 

Mrs.  James  Green,   1  00 

William  M.  Chase,   1  00 


REPORT  ON  PEACHES  AND  OTHER  FRUITS. 

Francis  H.  Dewey,  of  Worcester,  Chairman ;  Jonathan  D.  Wheeler, 
of  Grafton  ;  Dr.  Joseph  N.  Bates,  David  S.  Messinger,  John  C.  Ripley, 
of  Worcester. 

The  Committee  on  Peaches  and  other  Fruits,  respectfully  report,  that 
although  there  were  quite  a  number  of  fine  specimens  exhibited,  they  were 


principally  of  the  Crawfords,  and  the  collections  were  quite  limited.  They 
awarded  the  premiums,  as  follows  : 

For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  to  H.  K.  Potter,  of  Grafton,   $4  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  George  Bushnell,  of  Worcester,   3  00 

For  third  and  fourth  best  collection,  no  premiums  awarded. 

For  best  dish  of  ten  specimens  of  one  variety,  to  J.  G.  Freeman, 

of  Worcester,  for  his  Late  Crawford,   2  00 

Second  best  dish,  to  Wm.  M.  Bickford,  of  Worcester,   1  50 

Third  best  dish,  to  Miss  A.  Chamberlain,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Fourth  best  dish,  to  H.  M.  Fairbank,  of  Worcester,   1  00 


Two  plates  of  fine  peaches  were  without  an  apparent  owner;  the  Committee 
ascertained  they  belonged  to  E.  S.  Stebbins.  Had  they  been  entered  in  season 
they  would  have  received  a  premium. 

The  exhibition  of  Plums  was  very  meagre,  the  largest  collection  having  but 


four  varieties.    They  awarded  : 

For  largest  and  best  collection,  to  George  Jaques,  of  Worcester,   $2  00 

Best  dish  of  twelve  specimens  of  one  variety,  to  Wm.  M.  Bickford, 

of  Worcester,   1  00 
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Second  best,  to  Dr.  Workman,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Third  best,  to  S.  G.  Reed,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

The  only  Quinces  entered  were  the  Orange.    Awarded  : 

For  the  best  dish,  to  Wm.  Mayo,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

Second  best,  Anthony  Chase,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

There  were  three  large  and  beautiful  collections  of  Grapes  grown 
under  glass  ;  all  of  them  worthy  of  much  praise.    Awarded  : 

For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  to  John  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville,  $4  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Wm.  A.  Wheeler,  of  Worcester,   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Ichabod  Washburn,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  best  specimen  of  Diana  Grapes,  to  John  C.  Whitin,   2  00 

For  best  specimen  of  Native  Grape  worthy  of  cultivation,  to  Tim- 
othy K.  Earle,  of  Worcester,  for  Hartford  Prolific,   2  00 


Darius  Rice  and  Charles  Nash,  of  Worcester,  both  exhibited  specimens  of 
Syrup  from  the  Chinese  Sugar  Cane,  which  commended  themselves  to  the  good 
taste  of  the  Committee. 

FRANCIS  H.  DEWEY, 

Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  PEARS. 

William  N.  Green,  of  Worcester,  Chairman;  Austin  Underwood,  of 
Westborough;  George  T.  Rice,  James  F.  Allen,  Emory  Banister,  of 
Worcester. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  awarding  of  the  several  premiums 
for  Pears  exhibited  at  the  Annual  Exhibition  of  the  Worcester  County  Horti- 
cultural Society,  for  the  year  1857,  respectfully  report:  that  the  exhibition  of 
Pears,  (considering  the  unpropitious  weather  during  the  fruiting  season  now 
past),  is  unusually  good,  as  the  numerous  well-grown  specimens  of  many  fine 
varieties  upon  the  Society's  tables  bear  ample  testimony.  Eighty-five  differ- 
ent contributions  of  Pears  were  numbered  upon  the  Society's  Book  of  Entries. 

It  was  pleasing  to  your  Committee  to  observe  the  number  of  comparatively 
new  varieties  exhibited,  which  give  large  promise  of  future  excellence.  It  is 
generally  conceded  that  the  scions  of  new  varieties  of  pears  for  the  first  season 
or  two  of  their  producing  fruit,  often  yield  fruit  inferior  to  the  usual  quality  of 
the  variety.  Hence  a  variety  can  hardly  be  noted  as  of  established  merit  until 
after  several  years  of  fruiting.  Pears  of  the  same  variety  vary  much  in  the 
quality  of  their  flesh,  as  well  as  the  beauty  of  their  appearance,  when  grown 
on  different  soils.  The  Beurre  Diel,  for  instance,  a  variety  well  known,  when 
grown  upon  rich,  heavy  loam,  over  a  clayey  sub-soil,  is  very  liable  to  crack, 
while  the  same  pear,  grown  upon  a  warm  loam  with  a  gravelly  or  porous  sub- 
soil is  uniformly  fair,  and  is,  upon  both  soils,  very  prolific. 

So,  too,  the  old  favorite  St.  Michael,  grown  on  pear  stocks,  is  very  liable  to 
crack  and  blight,  while  the  same  pear,  upon  Quince  stocks,  is  almost  uniformly 
fair  and  good. 
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Some  experienced  growers  of  trees  for  the  market,  take  care  to  note  such 
varieties  as  are  best  adapted  to  light  and  warm  soils,  and  also  those  which  are 
better  adapted  to  rich,  heavy  soils.  Some  varieties  do  best  upon  the  Quince 
stock,  while  others  are  better  upon  Pear  stocks.  These  are  considerations 
which  should  be  well  understood  when  a  man  plants  out  an  orchard  of  pears. 
Another  great  point  to  be  constantly  borne  in  mind  is  that  the  Pear  crop,  by 
careful  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  judicious  manuring,  is  as  much  benefitted  as 
any  crop  that  is  the  subject  of  cultivation  ;  and  no  crop  sooner  and  more  surely 
depreciates  in  quantity  and  quality  from  want  of  cultivation  than  the  Pear. 
A  Pear  tree  is  a  great  and  gross  feeder,  and  all  kinds  of  manuring,  both  liquid 
and  solid,  that  are  congenial  to  the  ordinary  crops,  cultivated  with  the  plow 
and  the  hoe,  may  be  applied  with  success  and  profitably  to  the  Pear  crop. 
The  trees  should  be  as  carefully  cultivated  and  kept  as  free  from  weeds  as  our 
corn  crops.  The  fruit  will  be  all  the  more  abundant  and  higher  in  quality  for 
this  care  and  attention.  For  grounds  of  limited  space,  where  the  Pear  can 
receive  that  careful  attention  and  ample  manuring,  which  seem  to  be  so  essen- 
tial to  its  successful  and  perfect  development,  perhaps  it  will  be  advisable  to 
have  the  larger  number  of  trees  upon  Quince  roots,  because  upon  these  stocks, 
(and  they  are  very  prolific),  the  grower  may  have  on  an  equal  share  of  ground 
a  larger  number  of  varieties,  and  probably  a  larger  amount  in  measure  of  Pears 
than  if  grown  on  Pear  stocks.  But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  remarks 
apply  more  pertinently  to  grounds  which  are  well  cultivated,  for  if  after  a 
season  or  two  of  care  and  cultivation  the  Pear  is  to  be  left  to  its  own  care, 
to  grow  or  die,  as  the  chance  may  be,  then,  perhaps,  the  Pear,  on  Pear  stock, 
would  be  the  better  tree,  because,  being  naturally  hardy,  it  might  weather  the 
pinching  chill  of  neglect,  and  continue  a  meagre  existence  for  years,  producing 
some  fruit,  limited  in  quantity. 

While  much  credit  is  due  to  those  spirited  and  enterprising  cultivators, 
whose  fondness  for  experimenting  leads  them  largely  into  the  seeking  and  cul- 
tivation of  new  varieties  of  Pears,  yet  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  the 
increased  number  of  new  varieties  there  is  still  but  a  multiplying  or  reproduc- 
tion of  certain  original  types  of  character,  well  marked  and  defined  ;  take, 
for  instance,  the  old  St.  Michael  as  a  type  of  one  variety  of  Pear.  In  the  new 
kinds  brought  into  notice  from  year  to  year,  will  be  found  many  kinds  resem- 
bling this  variety,  few  equal,  but  none  superior  to  it.  So,  too,  of  the  Flemish 
Beauty.  It  is  a  well-marked  and  distinguished  Pear  of  a  particular  class  ;  you 
find  something  like  it  produced  and  reproduced  under  other  names ;  but 
nothing  superior  and  few  equal  to  it. 

And  it  safely  may  be  said  that,  selecting  carefully  a  number  of  varieties,  not 
exceeding  twenty,  and  probably  a  still  smaller  number  might  suffice,  and  you 
have  combined  in  the  collection  all  that  is  really  desirable  and  truly  worthy  in 
the  Pear.  Other  kinds  assimilate,  more  or  less,  to  those  choice  kinds  in  various 
ways,  but  do  not  excel  them,  and  few  equal  them.  For  this  list  each  one  must 
consult  his  own  peculiar  taste,  drawing  aid  from  the  experience  of  the  past,  as 
recorded  in  the  published  productions  of  experienced  and  competent  cultivators. 
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Among  the  recent  varieties  of  Pears,  which  give  promise  of  excellence,  may 
be  named  the  "  Beurre  Super jin  "  and  the  "  Beurre  Clairgeau.'1'1  But  it  is 
not  recommended  to  go  largely  into  the  cultivation  of  new  kinds  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  old  and  well-established  varieties,  until  they  have  been  carefully 
tested  by  several  years  experience  of  their  fruit  and  fruiting.  The  "  Beurre 
d'  Anjou  "  is  a  variety  that  may  safely  be  adopted  and  recommended.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  speak  of  other  varieties  which  are  well  known  to  most  if  not 
all  cultivators  of  the  Pear,  the  St.  Michael  on  Quince,  the  Bartlett,  Seckel, 
Flemish  Beauty,  Rostiezer,  and  other  well-known  kinds,  need  no  commenda- 
tion at  our  hands. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  sixth  rule  of  our  Society,  as  published  in 
the  printed  circular  of  1857 — "  No  article  shall  be  entitled,  as  part  of  a  col- 
lection or  otherwise,  to  receive  more  than  one  premium," — that  the  Committee 
were  restricted  in  their  award  of  premiums ;  and  they  have  in  no  instance 
awarded  a  second  premium  to  any  collection  or  part  of  a  collection  of  a  con- 
tributor to  whom  a  premium  had  been  awarded.  After  consideration  and 
discussion,  the  Society  adopted  this  rule  for  our  government,  and  we  have 
endeavored  faithfully  to  carry  out  the  rule  in  its  spirit  and  intention. 

The  large  and  excellent  collection  of  choice  varieties  exhibited  by  the 
President  of  the  Society,  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Esq.,  consisting  of  one  hundred 
and  five  varieties,  were  entered  for  exhibition  only,  and  not  in  competition  for 
any  premium,  although  well  deserving  of  one,  as  well  for  the  number  and 
beauty  of  the  specimens  as  for  the  excellence  of  the  varieties.  So  too  the  very 
choice  collection  of  Capt.  George  T.  Rice,  one  of  your  Committee,  consisting 
of  twenty  varieties.  These,  by  his  particular  request,  were  not  considered  as 
in  the  competition  for  premiums.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  John  Milton 
Earle  for  the  untiring  interest  he  has  taken  in  procuring,  propagating,  and 
disseminating  new  varieties  of  pears,  as  well  from  Europe  as  from  different 
sections  of  our  own  country.  Many  of  the  choicest  new  varieties  have  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  cultivators  in  this  vicinity  through  the  means  of  Mr. 
Earle.  Honor  to  whom  honor  is  due.  And  to  him  was  awarded  the  premium 
for  the  largest  and  best  collection  of  pears,  of  not  less  than  three  specimens 
each,  in  this  year's  exhibition.  His  collection  contained  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  varieties,  some  mere  specimens  of  the  kind  of  pear,  but  a  large 
number  were  excellent  specimens  of  superior  varieties.  Your  Committee  were 
happy  to  notice,  from  these  fruits  on  the  tables,  the  continued  interest  felt  for 
the  successful  propagation  of  fruits  of  choice  varieties  by  many  friends  of 
Horticulture,  whose  contributions  of  fruits  have  done  honor  to  their  exertions 
as  well  as  graced  the  tables  of  the  Society  in  former  years.  Where  all  are 
deserving  of  credit,  it  would  be,  perhaps,  deemed  invidious  to  go  into  an  elabo- 
rate enumeration  of  contributors,  and  the  comparative  merits  of  their  fruits. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  your  Committee  have,  after  careful  consideration,  awarded 
the  premiums  intrusted  to  their  charge,  as  follows:  — 
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PREMIUMS  AWARDED. 

For  the  largest  and  best  collection  of  pears,  of  not  less  than  three 

specimens  each,  first  premium  to  J.  M.  Earle,   $5  00 

For  second  largest  do.,  second  premium,  to  Ichabod  Washburn,   3  00 

For  the  twenty  best  varieties,  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each,  first 

premium  to  Edward  Earle,   7  00 

For  the  second  best  twenty  varieties,  of  not  less  than  five  specimens 

each,  second  premium  to  John  C.  Mason,   6  00 

For  the  best  ten  varieties,  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each,  first 

premium  to  Benjamin  Butman,   5  00 

For  the  second  best  ten  varieties,  of  five  specimens  each,  second  pre- 
mium to  T.  K.  Earle,   4  00 

For  the  third  best  ten  varieties,  of  five  specimens  each,  third  premium, 

to  Wm.  N.  Green,  Jr.  and  Timothy  R.  Green,   3  00 

For  the  best  six  varieties,  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each,  first 

premium  to  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,..   4  00 

For  the  second  best  six  varieties,  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each, 

second  premium  to  Draper  Ruggles,   3  00 

For  the  third  best  six  varieties,  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each, 

third  premium  to  Edwin  Draper,   2  00 

For  the  fourth  best  six  varieties,  of  five  specimens  each,  first  premium 

to  Stephen  Taft,   1  00 

For  the  best  eight  specimens,  of  autumn  pears  of  one  variety,  first  pre- 
mium to  E.  L.  Brigham  for  his  plate  of  Beurre  Super/in,   2  00 

For  second  best  eight  specimens  of  autumn  pears  of  one  variety,  second 

premium  to  S.  N.  Story  for  his  plate  of  Dix  pears,   1  50 

For  third  best  eight  specimens  of  autumn  pears,  of  one  variety,  to  John 

C.  Ripley  for  his  plate  of  Flemish  Beauty,    1  00 

For  the  best  eight  specimens  of  one  variety  of  winter  pears,  first  premium 

to  Stephen  Salisbury  for  his  plate  of  Easter  Bevrre,   2  00 

For  the  second  best  eight  specimens  of  winter  pears  of  one  variety,  second 

premium  to  Wm.  A.  Wheeler  for  his  plate  of  Winter  Nelis,   1  50 

For  the  third  best  eight  specimens  of  winter  pears,  to  D.  S.  Messinger, 

for  his  plate  of  Glout.  Morceau   1  00 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

WM.  N.  GREEN,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 

Thomas  Kinnicutt,  Worcester,  Chairman;  Joseph  A.  Denny,  Leicester; 
Edward  Earle,  Worcester;  T.  R.  Norcross,  Shrewsbury;  Ichabod  Wash- 


burn, Worcester. 

Vegetables. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  to  Joseph  Lovell,  of 

Worcester,   $5  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Samuel  P.  Champney,  of  Worcester,   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Wm.  M.  Chase,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  Potatoes,  to  Joel  Knapp,  of  Sutton,   3  00 

For  the  next  best,  to  S.  M.  Lovering,  of  Worcester,    2  00 

For  the  best  seedling  Potatoes,  not  awarded,   3  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Canada  crook-neck  Squashes,  to  Samuel  H. 

Colton,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Marrow  Squashes,  (owner  unknown),   2  00 

For  the  best  Winter  Squashes  of  any  other  variety,  to  Joel  Knapp, 

of  Sutton,   1  00 

For  the  best  three  roots  of  Celery,  to  A.  B.  Lovell,  of  Worcester,...    1  00 
For  the  best  three  Savoy  Cabbages,  to  Abram  Peaslee,  of  Wor- 
cester,  1  00 

For  the  best  three  heads  of  any  other  variety,  to  N.  P.  Gates,  of 

Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Cauliflowers,   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Pumpkins,  to  Abram  Peaslee,  of  Worcester,          1  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  Turnips,  to  O.  B.  Hadwen,  of  Wor- 
cester,  1  00 

For  the  best  table  Beets,  not  less  than  one  peck,  to  S.  L.  Wood- 
ward, of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  Sweet  Corn,  not  less  than  six  ears,  to  Sylvanus  Sears, 

of  Worcester,   1  00 

Gratuities. — For  seedling  Potatoes,  to  Eli  Johnson,  of  Worcester,          1  00 

"         For  six  Valparaiso  Squashes,  to  A.  Bigelow,  of  Worcester,    1  00 
3 
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ANNUAL  EXHIBITION,  1858. 

REPORT  ON  APPLES. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Chairman;  Benjamin  N.  Childs,  John  C.  Jaques, 
Benjamin  Butman,  Worcester;  T.  R.  Norcross,  Shrewsbury. 

Apples. — -For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  to  Job  C.  Stone,  of 


Shrewsbury,   $6  00 

For  the  secoud  best,  to  Josiah  L.  Woodward,  of  Millbury,   5  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  George  A.  Chamberlain,  of  Worcester.........  4  00 

For  the  fourth  best,  to  Horatio  Howard,  of  Sutton,   3  00 

For  the  best  six  varieties  of  not  less  than  eight  specimens  each,  to 

Sylvanus  Sears,  of  Worcester,   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Isaac  Mills,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  A.  B.  R.  Sprague,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  eight  best  specimens  of  Autumn  Apples  of  one  variety,  to 

Samuel  E.  Slocum,  of  Millbury,  (Lyscomb),   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  J.  L.  S.  Thompson,  of  Lancaster,  (Mather),  1  50 

For  the  third  best,  to  Stephen  S.  Foster,  of  Worcester,  (Porter),...  1  00 
For  the  best  specimens  of  Winter  Apples  of  one  variety,  to  W.  W. 

Keyes,  of  West  Boylston,  (Baldwin),   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Eli  Johnson,  of  Worcester,  (Roxbury  Rus- 
set),   1  50 

For  the  third  best,  to  D.  B.  Sibley,  of  Millbury,  (R.  I.  Greening),  1  00 


REPORT  ON  FLOWERS,  &c,  &c. 
George  Chandler,  Chairman;  D.  S.  Messinger,  George  G.  Burbank, 


Jonathan  Grout,  and  Dr.  Henry  Clarke,  of  Worcester. 

Flowers. — For  the  largest  and  best  display  of  cut  Flowers,  to  Mrs. 

John  C.  Ripley,  of  Worcester,   $3  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Miss  Sarah  Butman,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Plants. — For  the  best  display  of  plants  of  Green  House  cultivation,  to 

William  M.  Chase,  of  Worcester,   3  00 
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For  the  second  best,  to  Mrs.  Win.  A.  Wheeler,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award,   1  00 

For  the  best  display  of  plants  of  Parlor  cultivation,  no  award,   1  00 

Bouquets. — For  the  best  pair  suitable  for  the  parlor,  to  Miss  Fanny  M. 

Lincoln,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mr.  Arba  Pierce,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Designs. — For  the  best  Floral  Design,  to  Mrs.  Samuel  D.  Ward,  of 

Shrewsbury,   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Mrs.  Wm.  A.  Wheeler,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Dahlias. — For  the  best  display  of  Dahlias,  to  William  M.  Chase,  of 

Worcester,   1  00 

Asters. — For  the  best  display  of  Asters,  to  Harvey  S.  Tainter,  of  Wor- 
cester,  1  00 

Roses. — For  the  best  display  of  Roses,  to  Miss  Annie  B.  Fox,  of  Wor- 
cester,  1  00 


REPORT  ON  PEACHES,  GRAPES,  &c,  &c. 

Alexander  H.  Bullock,  Worcester,  Chairman;  Jonathan  D.  Wheeler, 
Grafton  ;  Russell  L.  Hawes,  C.  B.  Metcalf,  J.  F.  Allen,  Worcester. 


Peaches. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  no  award,   $4  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  D.  C.  Jewett,  of  Westborough,   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  A.  H.  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,   2  00 

For  the  fourth  best,  no  award,   1  00 

For  the  best  dish  of  ten  specimens  of  one  variety,  no  award,   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Erastus  Wheeler,   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Sylvanus  Sears,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

Gratuity.— To  H.  K.  Porter,  of  Grafton,   1  00 

Plums. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  no  award,   2  00 

For  the  best  dish  of  twelve  specimens  of  one  variety,  no  award,....  1  50 

For  the  second  best,  no  award,   1  00 

Quinces. — For  the  best  collection,  to  Charles  Johnson,  of  Westborough,  2  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Charles  Brigham,  of  Grafton,  ,   1  00 

Grapes. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection  grown  under  glass,  no 

award,   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  F.  W.  Hunt,  of  East  Douglas,   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Ichabod  Washburn,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  best  specimen  of  Isabella  or  Diana  Grapes,  to  John  C. 

Whitin,  of  Whitinsville,   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Mrs.  Mary  D.  Wheeler,  of  Worcester,   1  50 

For  the  third  best,  to  Jonathan  Grout,  of  Worcester,   1  00 
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For  the  best  specimens  of  native  Grape,  Concord  Grape,  Hartford 
Prolific,  or  any  variety  not  inferior  to  the  foregoing,  to  Job  C. 
Stone,  of  Shrewsbury,  (Concord),   2  00 

There  were  fine  collections  of  Grapes  for  exhibition  only,  by  D.  Waldo  Lin- 
coln, G.  Bennett,  of  Framingham,  and  A.  D.  and  E.  S.  Rogers,  of  Salem. 


REPORT  ON  PEARS. 
John  M.  Earle,  Chairman ;  S.  P.  Champney,  John  C.  Ripley,  Henry 


Phelps,  J.  M.  C.  Armsby,  Worcester. 

Pears. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection  of  Pears  of  not  less  than 

three  specimens  each,  no  award,   $5  00 

For  the  second  largest  do.  do.  do.,  no  award,   4  00 

For  the  twenty  best  varieties  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each, 

to  Ichabod  Washburn,  of  Worcester,   5  00 

For  the  second  best  twenty,  to  Benjamin  Butman,  of  Worcester,...  4  00 
For  the  best  ten  varieties  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each,  to 

Benjamin  Butman,  of  Worcester,   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Edward  Earle,  of  Worcester,   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Timothy  K.  Earle,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  best  six  varieties  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each,  to 

Jonathan  Grout,  of  Worcester,   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  George  M.  Rice,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  George  T.  Rice,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  eight  specimens  of  Autumn  Pears  of  one  variety,  to 

Stephen  Salisbury,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Charles  C.  Coleman,  of  Worcester,   1  50 

For  the  third  best,  to  Martin  Stowe,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  eight  specimens  of  Winter  Pears  of  one  variety,  to 

James  F.  Allen,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Charles  Johnson,  of  Westborough,   1  50 

For  the  third  best,  to  F.  A.  Eldred,  of  Worcester,   1  00 


There  were  but  two  lots  on  exhibition,  the  extent  and  variety  of  which  would 
entitle  them  to  consideration  for  the  premiums  for  the  largest  and  best  collec- 
tions. Of  these,  one  of  fifty-four  varieties,  large  and  well-grown,  belonged  to 
the  President  of  the  Society,  (D.  Waldo  Lincoln),  and  the  other,  of  sixty-two 
varieties,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pears,  (J.  Milton  Earle). 
Owing  to  these  official  positions,  both  these  gentlemen  declined  to  be  compet- 
itors for  premiums,  which  were  therefore  withheld. 
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REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 
Levi  Lincoln,  Chairman;  F.  H.  Dewey,  Darius  Rice,  John  S.  Ballard, 


Marshall  Flagg,  William  M.  Chase,  Worcester. 

Vegetables. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  to  Samuel  P.  Champ- 

ney,  of  Worcester,   $6  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  William  M.  Chase,  of  Worcester,   5  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Samuel  H.  Colton,  of  Worcester,   4  00 

For  the  fourth  best,  to  Sylvanus  Sears,  of  Worcester,   3  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  Potatoes,  to.  Joel  Knapp,  of  Sutton,   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Samuel  P.  Champney  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  S.  M.  Lovering,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Canada  Crook-neck  Squashes,  no  award,...  2  00 
For  the  best  three  Marrow  Squashes,  to  George  G.  Burbank,  of 

Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Hubbard  Squashes,  to  S.  G.  Osgood,  of  Whitins- 

ville,   2  00 

For  the  best  three  mammoth  Squashes,  James  Green,  of  Worcester,  2  00 
For  the  best  Winter  Squashes  of  any  other  variety,  to  Jonathan 

Grout,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Celery. — For  the  best  three  roots  of  Celery,  no  award,   1  00 

Cabbages. — For  the  best  three  Savoy  Cabbages,  to  Isaac  Mills,  of  Wor- 
cester,  1  00 

For  the  best  three  heads  of  any  other  variety,  to  Ashley  Moore,  of 

Worcester,   1  00 

Cauliflowers. — For  the  best  three  Cauliflowers,  no  award,   2  00 

Pumpkins. — For  the  best  three  Pumpkins,  no  award,   1  00 

Turnips. — For  the  best  collection  of  Turnips,  no  award,   1  00 

Beets. — For  the  best  table  Beets  not  less  than  one  peck,  to  George  G. 

Burbank,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Sweet  Corn. — For  the  best  Sweet  Corn  not  less  than  twelve  ears,  to 

Isaac  Mills,  of  Worcester,   1  00 
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ADDEESS 

OF 

D.  WALDO  LINCOLN,  President. 

Delivered  at  the  Annual  Exhibition,  1859  ;  in  Review  of  his 
Official  Term,  and  in  further  Notification  of  his  Intention  to 
Retire  from  the  Presidency  of  the  Society. —  With  a  List  of 
Pears  by  him  recommended  for  Culture. 

Ladies  and   Gentlemen   of   the   Worcester   County  Horticultural 
Society  : 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  congratulating  you  upon  the  success  which  has 
attended  another  of  your  exhibitions.  Although,  in  some  of  the  depart- 
ments, owing,  in  part,  to  an  unfavorable  season,  and  partly  to  the  severe  gale 
which  took  place  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  which  destroyed  so  much  of  our  best 
fruit,  the  exhibition  falls  below  the  standard  of  former  years,  taken  as  a  whole, 
it  quite  equals  any  former  exhibition  of  the  Society.  One  feature  of  the  exhi- 
bition must  strike  every  visitor.  And,  although  it  may  be  somewhat  flattering 
to  our  local  pride,  no  one  can  regard  it  otherwise  than  as  unfavorable  to  the 
interest  of  the  Society,  and  the  cause  of  pomology  in  our  county.  In  reading 
the  accounts  of  some  of  the  town  exhibitions,  we  see  that  fifty  and  more 
varieties  of  Apples  are  frequently  shown  by  a  single  individual,  a  number  equal 
to  that  exhibited  by  our  most  extensive  orchardists.  This  Society  should  offer 
premiums  sufficient  to  induce  cultivators  in  every  part  of  the  county  to  bring 
their  choicest  fruit  here.  The  labor  of  collecting  specimens  from  large 
orchards,  the  expense  attending  its  conveyance,  and  the  additional  fact  that 
most  of  this  fruit  is  given  to  the  Society  and  sold  for  its  benefit,  often  realizing 
an  amount  greater  than  the  premiums  bestowed  upon  it,  are  reasons  why 
special  encouragement  should  be  given  to  this,  our  most  valuable  fruit.  The 
Pears,  like  the  fast  horses  in  the  Agricultural  Society,  will  take  care  of  them- 
selves. I  recommend  to  the  Trustees  to  consider  whether  it  is  not  for  the 
interest  of  the  Society  that,  in  addition  to  the  premiums  for  apples  now  offered, 
premiums  liberal  in  amount  and  number,  should  be  given  to  competitors  within 
the  county,  but  not  belonging  to  the  city  of  Worcester.    In  this  connection,  I 
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have  pleasure  in  stating  what  may  not  be  generally  known,  that  by  a  resolve  of 
the  Legislature,  the  sum  of  $8,000  has  been  appropriated  for  the  republication 
of  the  very  valuable  work  on  "Insects  Injurious  to  Vegetation,"  by  the  late 
Dr.  Harris  ;  and  that  fifteen  copies  of  the  work  are  to  be  given  to  each  incor- 
porated Agricultural  and  Horticultural  Society  in  the  State,  to  be  distributed 
in  premiums.  The  work  will  be  beautifully  illustrated,  with  colored  engrav- 
ings, and  will  probably  be  printed  in  season  to  be  distributed  at  our  next 
Annual  Exhibition.    The  cost  of  the  work  will  be  three  dollars  a  copy. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Society  has  much  improved  during  the  year. 
The  Treasurer  has  been  able  to  pay,  during  the  last  six  months,  out  of  our 
income  from  rents,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars  towards  the  debt  of  the 
Society,  and  will  be  able  to  pay  a  like  sum  before  the  expiration  of  the  present 
financial  year.  The  debt  of  the  Society  is  $10,080.  Its  property  is  this  Hall, 
the  large  amount  of  furniture  contained  in  it,  and  the  very  valuable  library  of 
the  Society.  Within  the  year,  the  hall  has  been  leased  to  the  Worcester  Light 
Infantry  for  an  armory  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  a  year,  an  arrange- 
ment which  it  is  hoped  and  expected  will  be  beneficial  to  both  parties.  The 
building  is  now  fully  occupied  by  permanent  and  responsible  tenants,  and  will 
not  probably  require  any  large  expenditure  in  repairs  for  a  long  time.  In 
taking  leave  of  the  Society,  at  the  present  time,  as  its  presiding  officer,  agree- 
ably to  that  principle  of  rotation  which  should  be  observed  at  proper  periods, 
in  all  public  associations,  I  take  the  opportunity,  which  I  may  not  have  again 
in  so  favorable  a  manner,  to  state  in  a  very  few  words  the  results  alike  of  my 
observations  here,  and  of  my  experience  of  many  years,  in  that  particular 
branch  of  horticulture  to  which  I  have  paid  more  particular  attention. 

Three  years  ago,  my  own  orchard  contained  upwards  of  two  hundred  varie- 
ties of  pears,  most  of  which  at  various  times  have  fruited.  One  hundred  of 
these  have  since  that  time  been  swept  off  my  grounds,  leaving  fifty  more  to 
follow  as  soon  as  the  process  of  regrafting  can  be  conveniently  accomplished. 
Below  this  number,  I  do  not  deem  it  expedient,  in  a  large  collection,  to  fall, 
and  beyond  it  no  one  can  go,  with  any  hope  of  an  adequate  return.  Fortunately, 
there  are  individuals  enough,  who,  from  public  spirit,  or  the  love  of  the  thing, 
are  desirous  to  test  all  the  new  kinds  that  may  from  time  to  time  appear. 
They  should  certainly  receive  every  reasonable  encouragement  from  societies 
like  this.  But  it  is  not  a  practice  that  can  be  generally  recommended.  About 
ten  years  ago,  the  then  most  distinguished  pomologist  in  the  Massachusetts 
Horticultural  Society  read  to  me  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  the  celebrated 
Mr.  Rivers,  of  England,  recommending,  in  the  strongest  manner,  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  particular  pear  as  one  that  would  supplant  every  other  in  the  market. 
I  had  never  tasted  the  fruit,  but,  following  such  adviee,  I  cut  off  the  heads  of 
my  Fultons,  Bonne  de  Jersey,  and  other  good  pears,  and  grafted  with  the  new 
variety.  Since  then  I  have  had  to  re-engraft  every  tree,  and  have  been  com- 
pelled to  discard  the  Colmar  d'Aremberg  as  entirely  unworthy  of  cultivation. 
Many  such  instances  could  be  given  in  the  experience  of  every  extensive 
cultivator.    Many  things  are  to  be  considered  in  selecting  the  varieties  of  pears, 
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if  the  cultivator  would  not  be  disappointed.  Beauty,  size,  productiveness,  ease 
of  ripening,  of  keeping,  hardiness  of  the  tree,  are  each  of  almost  equal 
importance  with  the  quality  of  the  fruit.  And  while  there  are  so  many  varie- 
ties that  combine  in  themselves  all  or  nearly  all  these  merits,  he  is  very  unwise 
who  is  satisfied  with  those  which  possess  only  a  portion  of  them,  and  especially, 
as  it  is  very  often  the  case,  with  such  as  have  only  a  single  good  quality. 

In  preparing  the  ground  for  a  pear  orchard,  the  only  truly  economical 
method  is  to  thoroughly  trench  the  whole  soil  to  a  depth  of  two  feet,  under  - 
draining  where  necessary,  manuring  liberally,  and  planting  close  together,  with 
a  view  to  thin  out,  by  transplanting  or  cutting  away  hereafter. 

The  importance  of  shelter,  not  merely  to  keep  the  fruit  from  being  blown  off 
by  the  wind,  but  for  the  protection  and  encouragement  of  the  tree  through  the 
winter  and  spring  months  is  not  at  all  appreciated.  Where  the  grounds  are 
exposed  to  the  northwest  winds  they  should  be  effectually  sheltered  from  them 
by  the  erection  of  fences,  buildings,  or  by  planting  belts  and  hedges  of  hardy 
evergreens.  Of  stimulants,  nothing  I  have  ever  used  has  produced  such 
results,  according  to  the  cost,  as  the  superphosphate  of  lime.  It  should  be 
stated,  however,  that  before  applying  it,  I  ascertained  by  a  chemical  analysis 
of  my  soil,  that  it  was  deficient  in  those  ingredients  in  which  this  manure  is 
particularly -rich.  But  any  manure  will  answer,  provided  you  use  enough  of  it. 
With  such  preparation  of  the  soil,  and  with  a  judicious  selection  of  varieties, 
the  pear  will  succeed  as  well  or  better  on  the  Quince,  as  upon  its  own  stock, 
and  upon  either  will  be  one  of  the  most  profitable  crops  that  can  be  grown. 
These  suggestions  I  make,  not  as  the  things  I  do,  but  rather  as  the  lessons  that 
after  twenty  years'  experience  I  have  learned. 

If  it  will  not  be  considered  as  overstepping  the  proprieties  of  my  position,  I 
will  venture  to  name  twelve  varieties  of  pears,  which  are  of  such  excellence,  of 
such  easy  culture,  so  sure  to  ripen,  in  short  that  combine  so  many  of  the  proper- 
ties that  are  essential  to  a  perfect  fruit,  that  no  person  who  feels  interest 
enough  to  plant  the  tree,  can  well  fail  of  a  satisfactory  return  in  the  fruit. 

There  are  undoubtedly  a  very  few  of  the  newer  varieties  equal  to  those  in 
the  list,  but  they  have  not  yet  been  proved  beyond  a  doubt  in  this  vicinity. 
Many  other  varieties  of  excellent  quality  have  some  faults  ;  are  late  in  coming 
into  bearing,  difficult  to  ripen,  liable  to  crack,  ordinary  in  appearance,  feeble 
growers,  or,  ripening  at  the  same  time,  are  inferior  in  quality  to  the  kinds 
enumerated. 

The  following  are  twelve  varieties  I  should  recommend.  Beginning  with 
these  there  will  be  no  failure  or  disappointment,  and  the  list  can  be  extended 
at  pleasure  :  Rostiezer,  Belle  Lucrative,  Fulton,  Beurre  Bosc,  Doyenne  Bous- 
sock,  L.  B.  de  Jersey,  Bartlett,  Flemish  Beauty,  Seckel,  Winter  Nelis,  Beurre 
d'Anjou,  Duchesse.' 


1859.]  REPORT  ON  APPLES.  21 

REPORT  ON  APPLES. 

George  Chandler,  Worcester,  Chairman;  George  A.  Chamberlain, 
Worcester;  T.  R.  Norcross,  Shrewsbury;  Edward  Earle,  D.  S.  Messen- 
ger, Worcester. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  So- 
ciety. The  Committee  on  Apples  respectfully  report,  that  they  have  attended  to 
their  duty  as  well  as  the  time  and  their  other  duties  would  allow.  The  Chair- 
man first  received  notice  of  his  appointment  at  the  close  of  the  second  day  of 
the  Exhibition.  This  must  be  his  apology  for  any  seeming  neglect  to  notice  the 
contributions  of  any  one. 

The  season  has  been  unusually  unfavorable  to  the  growth  and  perfection  of 
the  apple  in  this  County,  and,  indeed,  throughout  New  England.  The  flower- 
ing was  scanty  in  the  spring,  and  the  apples  that  set  were  badly  attacked  by 
insects,  and  stinted  in  their  growth  by  the  drought  in  the  summer.  These 
truths  are  too  plainly  manifest  in  the  market,  if  not  on  our  tables,  although  we 
have  some  specimens  here  that  show  the  bounty  of  Heaven  and  the  skill  of  their 
cultivators,  notwithstanding  all  untoward  circumstances.  The  number  of  con- 
tributors, as  entered  on  the  books,  is  only  thirty-four,  and  the  number  of  plates 
of  apples  three  hundred  and  six,  against  ninety-two  contributors  with  their 
nine  hundred  and  sixteen  plates  last  year. 

Since  the  organization  of  this  Society,  whether  as  a  result  of  its  operations, 
I  would  not  say,  but  the  fact  is  nevertheless  true,  that  the  price  of  the  apple 
has  increased,  the  demand  has  increased,  the  quality  has  increased  and  the 
quantity  has  increased. 

The  Committee  award  "for  the  largest  and  best  collection  :" 
The  first  premium,  for  his  46  plates  of  Apples,  to  Sylvanus  Sears,  of 


Worcester,   $6  00 

The  second,  for  his  15  plates  of  Apples — specimens  that  would  any 

year  be  pronounced  excellent — to  S.  S.  Foster,  of  Worcester,         5  00 

They  were  the  best,  but  not  the  largest  of  the  large  collections. 

The  third  premium  is  awarded  to  L.  B.  Hapgood,  of  Shrewsbury,...    4  00 
And  the  fourth  for  his,  the  largest  collection,  50  plates  of  Apples, 
thereby  manifesting  his  most  laudable  desire  to  gratify  your  wishes 
by  adding  of  his  abundance  to  the  show,  to  George  A.  Chamber- 
lain, of  Worcester,   3  00 

For  the  premiums  for  the  best  six  varieties  of  not  less  than  eight 
specimens  each,  the  Committee,  with  no  little  distrust  in  their 

decision,  award  the  first  to  Joseph  Allen,  of  Northborough,   3  00 

The  second  to  Samuel  D.  Ward,  of  Shrewsbury,   2  00 

And  the  third  to  Isaac  Mills,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Of  the  premiums  "  for  the  eight  best  specimens  of  Autumn  Apples 
of  one  variety,  the  first  was  by  acclamation  awarded,  for  his  boun- 
tiful plate  of  large,  fair,  translucent  Porters,  to  Charles  Johnson, 

of  Northborough,   2  00 
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The  second  to  Benjamin  F.  Spofford,  of  Worcester,  for  his  Hub- 

bardston  Nonsuch,   1  50 

And  the  third,  for  his  "  Pomme  Royale,"  to  George  A.  Trumbull,  of 

Worcester,   1  00 


The  Committee  did  not  see  any  one  specimen  of  Winter  Apples  so  much 
preferable  to  several  others  of  the  same  variety  and  of  such  quality  "  as  to 
merit  the  bounty  of  the  Society  "  as  to  induce  them  to  make  any  awards  under 
the  fourth  class  of  Apples.  But  to  Mr.  Joseph  Lovell,  Jr.,  of  Worcester,  they 
recommend  a  gratuity  of  $1.00  for  his  plates  of  Leland  Spice  and  for  his  plate 
of  Hubbardston  Nonsuch. 

There  are  other  contributors  who  have  added  greatly  to  the  success  of  the 
Exhibition,  and  the  Committee  desire  to  make  most  honorable  mention  of  them 
and  of  their  fruits. 

J.  L.  Woodward,  of  Millbury,  has  on  our  tables  nine  plates  of  Apples,  very  fair 
for  this  unpropitious  year;  L.  Winter,  of  Millbury,  contributed  six  plates  of  fruit ; 
Oliver  S.  Kendall,  of  Boylston,  one  plate  of  Porters  ;  and,  from  Worcester, 
Jonas  Hartshorn  sent  in  eight  plates  of  good  Apples;  William  B.  Fox,  twenty- 
one  plates ;  George  Jaques,  three  plates ;  Joel  Knapp,  thirteen  plates ;  Mrs. 
H.  Wheeler,  five  plates  ;  E.  Conant,  seven  plates  of  good  specimens ;  S.  Salis- 
bury, some  good  and  handsome  varieties  ;  Hon.  Levi  Lincoln  contributed  some 
choice  kinds  ;  William  S.  Lincoln,  four  plates  ;  D.  B.  Comins,  two  plates  ; 
E.  Dorr,  two  plates,  and  there  were  several  others  of  our  citizens  who  con- 
tributed one  plate  each  of  Apples  from  their  store.  Among  them  was  Edward 
Earle,  who  sent  in  a  plate  of  large  striped  apples — the  Michigan  Apple — one 
of  the  very  best,  in  his  opinion,  for  cooking.  As  he  is  one  of  this  Committee, 
this  notice  is  taken  of  his  apple  to  pay  him  for  his  services  rendered  on  the 
Committee.  For  the  Committee, 

GEORGE  CHANDLER. 

Worcester,  September  29,  1859. 


REPORT  ON  FLOWERS,  &c,  &c. 

John  D.  Washburn,  Worcester,  Chairman ;  James  L.  Burbank,  William 
M.  Chase,  Salem  Copeland,  Worcester;  George  F.  Chandler,  Lancaster. 
The  Committee  on  Flowers  awarded  the  following  list  of  premiums  : 


Cut  Flowers. — For  largest  and  best  display,  to  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,   $3  00 

For  second  best,  to  Miss  Fanny  M.  Lincoln,   2  00 

For  third  best,  to  Mr.  W.  B.  Fox,   1  00 

Green  House  Plants. — For  best  display,  to  Wm.  T.  Merrifield,   5  00 

For  second  best,  to  W.  A.  Wheeler,   2  00 

Bouquets. — For  best  display,  to  Arba  Pierce,   2  00 

For  second  best,  to  W.  A.  Wheeler,   1  00 

Gratuity  to  Miss  H.  H.  Warren,  of  Grafton,   1  00 
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Floral  Designs. — For  best  display,  to  Mrs.  S.  D.  Ward,  of  Shrewsbury,  4  00 

Gratuity  to  Dr.  S.  Flagg,   1  00 

Dahlias. — For  best  display,  to  H.  Stoddard,  of  Upton,   1  00 

Asters. — To  James  L.  Burbauk,   1  00 

Roses. — For  best  display,  to  W.  A.  Wheeler,   1  00 

Gratuities. — For  basket  of  Flowers,  to  Mrs.  Edwin  Morse,   1  00 

For  two  large  Bouquets,  to  Miss  Mary  Fitch,   1  00 

For  Cut  Flowers,  to  Mrs.  E.  Earle,   1  00 

For  Gladiolus  and  others,  to  Mrs.  M.  B.  Green,   1  00 

For  Roses  and  Stocks,  to  Jonathan  Grout,   1  00 

For  Asters  and  Dahlias,  to  Mrs.  H.  S.  Tainter,   1  00 

For  Wax  Flowers,  to  Miss  Angelina  Phillips,  of  Shrewsbury,   1  00 

For  Basket,  to  Mrs.  C.  E.  Brooks,   50 

For  Flowers,  to  Miss  H.  Wheeler,   50 


JOHN  D.  WASHBURN,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  GRAPES,  PEACHES,  &c. 
Francis  H.  Dewey,  Worcester,  Chairman;  William  Workman,  John  C. 
Ripley,  Worcester;  Asa  H.  Waters,  Millbury  5  Jonathan  Grout,  Wor- 
cester. 

This  Committee  has  usually  been'  styled  the  Committee  on  Peaches  and 
other  Fruits,  undoubtedly  because  Peaches  were  regarded  as  the  leading  fruit 
for  the  examination  of  this  Committee,  but  alas  for  the  change  that  has  come 
over  us.  In  1852  there  were  fifty  different  contributors  of  Peaches  ;  this  year 
^he  Committee  looked  and  wished  in  vain  for  a  single  peach  whereon  to  feast 
their  eyes.  They  would  have  promised  not  to  taste,  had  any  fortunate  pos- 
sessor ventured  it  on  the  table.  The  cold  weather  of  last  winter  had  done 
its  work,  and  not  one  survived  to  tell  the  tale  ;  but  let  us  not  be  discouraged, 
though  the  yellows  kill  our  trees  and  the  cold  destroys  our  fruit-buds,  we 
cannot  give  up  our  peaches — the  beautiful,  luscious  peach — though  it  be  as 
coy  of  its  crimson  cheeks,  as  the  blushing  maiden,  we  must  persevere  until  we 
gain  the  prize,  seven  of  which  this  year  remain  uncalled  for  in  the  Society's 
Treasury.    (Of  course  we  mean  the  premiums — not  the  maidens.) 

And  next  we  sought  the  Plum,  the  smooth-faced  sister  of  the  Peach  ;  but, 
oh!  what  a  falling  off  was  there.  In  1852,  J.  M.  Earle,  Esq.,  exhibited 
twenty-one  varieties,  besides  numerous  other  contributors  of  a  less  number. 
This  year  Coe's  Golden  Drop  stood  forth  in  solitary  grandeur,  and  to  Timothy 
R.  Green,  of  Worcester,  for  the  largest,  best  and  only  collection  the  Commit- 
tee awarded  $2.00. 

Though  we  sorrowed  at  our  loss  of  the  Peaches  and  Plums,  yet  with  our 
sorrow,  mingled  joy  as  we  turned  and  contemplated  the  large  and  attractive 
offerings  of  Grapes,  and  the  pleasures  of  the  arduous  duty  of  tasting  and  thus 
testing  their  comparative  excellence. 
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John  C.  Whitin,  of  Northbridge,  exhibited  fifteen  varieties  of  Grapes  grown 
under  glass,  and  to  him  was  awarded  the  first  premium  for  the  largest  and  best 
collection,  $4.00. 

F.  W.  Hunt,  of  East  Douglas,  a  new  contributor,  exhibited  seven  varieties, 
two  clusters  of  which  attracted  great  attention,  the  Palestine  and  Muscat  Zunal, 
on  account  of  the  enormous  size  of  the  clusters.  The  Committee  think  Mr. 
Hunt  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  his  success  and  hope  to  hear  from  him  again. 
The  Committee  awarded  to  him  the  second  premium. 

George  M.  Rice,  of  Worcester,  exhibited  five  varieties  of  Grapes  grown 
under  glass.  Three  of  the  varieties  were  raised  in  pots,  a  mode  of  cultivation 
which  might  be  advantageously  extended,  as  but  small  space  is  occupied,  and 
the  appearance  of  the  vine  and  fruit  is  ornamental,  at  the  same  time  the  pleas- 
ure of  a  good  crop  is  secured.  The  Committee  awarded  to  him  the  premium 
for  the  third  best  collection,  $2.00. 

Hon.  B.  F.  Thomas,  of  Worcester,  exhibited  some  very  superior  bunches  of 
Black  Hamburg,  for  which  the  Committee  recommend  a  gratuity  of  $2.00. 

The  Committee  would  hope  another  year  to  see  a  large  number  of  contribu- 
tors of  Grapes  raised  under  glass. 

The  exhibition  of  Native  Grapes  was  confined  to  the  Diana,  Concord,  Isa. 
bella,  Hartford  Prolific,  and  Northern  Muscadine,  together  with  two  or  three 
Seedlings,  not  equal  to  any  of  the  above-named. 

The  only  Diana  was  from  John  C.  Whitin.  The  bunches  were  full  and 
fruit  ripe,  and  flavor  superior  to  the  other  varieties.  The  excellence  of  this 
grape  should  lead  to  its  more  extensive  cultivation. 

Isabellas  were  exhibited  by  T.  K.  Earle,  Edwin  Draper  and  Isaac  Davis. 
The  fruit  was  well  ripened. 

Of  the  Concord  Grape  there  were  ten  contributors,  showing  that  more  atten- 
tion has  been  paid  in  this  vicinity  to  its  cultivation  than  to  the  other  new  varie- 
ties. The  bunches  were  large,  the  grapes  of  good  size  and  well  ripened.  As 
to  its  quality,  compared  with  the  other  native  varieties,  there  was  a  difference 
of  opinion  among  the  Committee. 

The  Hartford  Prolific  were  exhibited  by  Ichabod  Washburn  and  Jonathan 
Grout.  Those  exhibited  by  Mr.  Grout  were  very  superior,  and  would  have,  as 
well  as  his  Concord,  been  fairly  entitled  to  a  premium,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee,  but  he  modestly  entered  them  only  for  exhibition. 

The  Northern  Muscadine  were  exhibited  by  Henry  Phelps,  S.  V.  Stone  and 
Joseph  Lovell,  Jr. 

The  new  seedlings  exhibited  were  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee, 
worthy  of  cultivation,  in  comparison  with  the  kinds  above  named. 

The  Committee  awarded  the  premiums  as  follows  : 
For  best  specimens  of  Isabella  or  Diana  Grapes,  to  John  C.  Whitin, 

for  his  Diana,   $2  00 

For  second  best,  T.  K.  Earle,  (Isabella),   1  50 

For  third  best,  to  Edwin  Draper,  (Isabella),   1  00 

For  best  specimen  of  other  Native  Grapes,  to  Geo.  W.  Estabrook, 

of  Grafton,  (Concord),   2  00 
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To  Joseph  Lovell,  Jr.,  (Concord),  gratuity,   1  00 

E.  L.  Brigham,  for  Concord,  gratuity,   1  00 

Gratuity  to  Henry  Phelps,  for  his  Northern  Muscadine,   1  00 

Quinces. — For  the  best  collection,  to  W.  B.  Fox,   2  00 

Second  best,  to  Benjamin  Butman,   1  00 


Among  the  articles  examined  by  the  Committee  was  some  Cherry  Wine, 
exhibited  by  Edward  Earle,  of  the  vintage  of  1852-'53-'58,  which,  being  duly 
tested,  was  highly  commended.  The  Committee  learned  that  some  of  the  other 
Committees  on  Fruit  had  acted  upon  the  idea  that  this  did  not  come  within  their 
jurisdiction — a  most  erroneous  opinion,  certainly,  for,  tracing  it  to  its  source, 
all  the  Wines  are  the  prerogative  of  this  Committee,  leaving  to  our  friends  of 
the  Apple  Committee,  their  Cider. 

Sylvanus  Sears  exhibited  some  Grape  Wine,  not  equal  to  Mr.  Earle's  Cherry. 
Considering  that  a  large  quantity  of  pure  Wine  is  now  manufactured  from  our 
native  grapes  in  this  County,  the  Committee  regretted  the  Society  was  not 
favored  with  further  specimens,  as  they  would  with  pleasure  have  commended 
its  use  in  preference  to  that  of  foreign  adulterations. 

With  the  other  native  varieties  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  among  the 
Committee. 

A  basket  of  Wax  Fruit,  exhibited  by  Mrs.  Goddard  seemed  so  excellent  an 
imitation  of  the  original  that  the  Committee  recommend  a  gratuity  of  $1.00. 

FRANCIS  H.  DEWEY,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  PEARS. 

Alexander  H.  Bullock,  Worcester,  Chairman ;  Benjamin  Butman, 
Henry  Phelps,  Worcester ;  Jonathan  D.  Wheeler,  Grafton ;  Emory 
Banister,  Worcester. 

The  display  of  Pears,  at  all  times  a  most  important  feature  in  the  exhibi- 
tions of  this  Society,  occupies  at  this  time,  perhaps,  a  disproportionately  large 
share  of  our  tables,  by  reason  of  the  entire  absence  of  Peaches  and  a  marked 
deficiency  of  Apples. 

The  Committee  have  collected  from  the  Society's  books  the  following  facts, 
showing  the  number  of  contributors  of  Pears,  and  the  number  of  plates  con- 
tributed, in  a  term  of  seven  years : 


Ykar. 

No.  of  Contributors. 

No.  op  Plates. 

1853 

96 

604 

1854 

81 

824 

1855 

115 

925 

1856 

71 

685 

1857 

85 

800 

1858 

76 

528 

1859 

57 

777 
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It  will  be  perceived  that  while  the  number  of  plates  contributed  for  the 
present  show  is  handsomely  above  the  average  of  the  seven  years,  the  number 
of  contributors  is  considerably  below  that  average,  being  the  smallest  recorded 
in  the  period  designated.  The  Committee  deem  this  circumstance  a  cause  of 
regret,  worthy  of  mention,  and  demanding  the  attention  of  all  the  members  of 
the  Society  who  cultivate  this  fruit.  As  some  of  the  larger  growers  increase 
their  varieties,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  those,  who,  for  any  reason,  have  but  few 
varieties,  will  not  fall  away  from  our  exhibitions.  The  owner  of  a  single  tree 
may  be  as  useful  to  the  public  by  his  single  specimen,  as  the  contributor  of 
twenty  varieties  of  inferior  cultivation.  Upon  the  tables  of  this  exhibition,  in 
several  instances,  the  very  best  illustrations  of  quality  and  cultivation  have 
been  found  in  the  contributions  of  those  who  had  but  one  or  two  plates  to  offer. 
The  Committee  earnestly  appeal  to  all  who  cultivate  the  Pear,  to  an  extent 
however  limited,  not  to  be  deterred  from  offering  their  fruit  at  the  annual  exhi- 
bitions by  any  considerations  having  reference  to  the  probabilities  or  improba- 
bilities of  commanding  a  premium. 

Of  the  fifty-seven  contributors  at  this  year's  show,  thirty  in  number,  or  more 
than  one-half,  have  brought  in  more  than  ten  varieties  each.  This  proportion 
should  be  changed.  Let  the  larger  growers  come  in,  each  year,  with  their 
extended  catalogues  ;  but  we  desire  to  see,  also,  a  greater  number  of  those  who 
can  present  only  one  or  three  or  five  specimens.  It  is  by  such  practice  and 
such  observance  that  the  benefits  of  Pear  culture  are  to  be  most  widely  diffused. 

The  market  demand  for  the  Pear  never  presented  a  higher  stimulant  to 
increase  and  improve  cultivation  than  it  now  does.  Experience  and  observa- 
tion demonstrate  that  the  supply  of  luxurious  fruits  is  not  likely  for  the  next 
ten  or  twenty  years,  if  ever,  to  correspond  to  the  demand.  The  demand  rests 
,  upon  tastes,  which,  the  more  frequently  they  are  gratified,  the  more  frequently 
clamor.  Probably  there  is  no  cultivation  in  this  community  which  can  be 
made  to  bring  back  such  large  pecuniary  reward  as  that  of  good  varieties  of 
Pears.  A  member  of  this  Society  states  that  he  was  solicited  by  a  fruit-seller 
in  New  York  to  furnish  a  barrel  of  one  of  our  varieties,  and  to  receive  thirty 
dollars  in  return — the  interest  of  five  hundred  dollars.  Another  member  sent 
a  bushel,  not  one  of  the  best  varieties,  to  Boston,  expecting  to  be  paid  in  lump 
or  gross,  and  found  his  return  computed  at  the  rate  of  six  cents  for  each  pear  ; 
upon  which  the  retail  dealer  probably  doubled,  at  least,  for  his  own  profit. 
And  it  may  be  doubted  whether  this  consideration  of  compensation  should  be 
addressed  solely  to  the  sterner  sex.  There  is  not  a  woman,  capable  of  super- 
intending a  pansy  or  a  violet,  who  may  not,  within  the  next  five  years,  by  petting 
and  cherishing  from  one  to  five  dwarf  Pears,  receive  a  largely  disproportionate 
pecuniary  reward ;  not  having,  in  the  meantime,  suffered  any  detriment  to  her 
lungs,  or  complexion,  or  sensibilities. 

If,  going  beyond  the  inducements  of  the  market,  we  regard  fruit  culture  in 
its  relations  to  social  progress  and  individual  taste,  there  is  so  much  that  might 
be  said — and  yet  all  so  obvious — that  the  Committee  refrain  from  the  attempt. 
The  better  argument  is  the  annual  illustration  which  our  exhibitions  present  of 
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study  and  enthusiasm  in  this  department.  The  Committee  could  only  wish, 
further  than  this,  and  in  the  same  connection,  that  others  might  have  witnessed, 
as  they  did,  the  intensity  of  the  Pear  sentiment,  as  displayed  yesterday  by  a 
veteran  member  of  the  Society,  when  expatiating  upon  the  virtues  and  the 
charms  of  one  of  the  finest  of  modern  historical  Pears— the  Doyenne'  du 
Cornice.  And  he  was  right.  Every  department  in  the  value  of  labor  has  its 
own  stimulants  ;  and  there  is  as  truly  good  sense  in  spending  time  and  thought 
to  bring  out  a  new  Pear  as  for  the  recovery  of  the  track  of  a  lost  star,  or  the 
discovery  of  a  new  one ;  the  Committee,  however,  leaving  the  question  of 
degree  to  be  adjusted  between  the  astronomer  and  the  contributor  of  more  than 
an  hundred  varieties  of  Pears  to  our  tables. 

Before  proceeding  to  award  the  premiums,  the  Committee  deem  it  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  President  of  the  Society,  Mr.  D.  W.  Lincoln,  to  allude  to  the 
large  collection  of  eighty-one  varieties  contributed  by  him  for  exhibition,  but 
not  for  premium,  comprising  the  choicest  kinds  and  specimens  of  very  superior 
quality  and  growth.  They  must  have  commanded  the  attention  of  all  visitors 
to  the  Hall.    The  following  list  of  premiums,  adjudged  by  the  Committee, 


contains  the  final  result  of  their  labors  : 

For  the  largest  and  best  collection  of  not  less  than  three  specimens  each, 

the  first  premium,  to  John  Milton  Earle,   $5  00 

For  the  second  largest  do.,  do.,  the  second  premium,  to  Jonathan 

Grout,   4  00 

For  the  twenty  best  varieties  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each, 

the  first  premium  to  George  T.  Rice,   5  00 

For  the  second  best  twenty  do.,  do.,  the  next  premium,  to  Ichabod 

Washburn,   4  00 

For  the  best  ten  varieties  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each,  the 

first  premium,  to  Benjamin  Butman,   4  00 

For  the  second  best  do.,  do.,  do.,  the  next  premium,  to  Timothy  K. 

Earle,   3  00 

For  the  third  best  do.,  do.,  the  third  premium,  to  Edward  Earle,....  2  00 
For  the  best  six  varieties  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each,  the 

first  premium,  to  Edwin  Draper,   3  00 

For  the  second  best  six  do.,  do.,  the  next  premium,  to  Geo.  M.  Rice,  2  00 
For  the  third  best  six  do.,  do.,  the  third  premium,  to  Stephen  Taft,  1  00 
For  the  best  eight  specimens  of  Autumn  Pears  of  one  variety,  the 

first  premium,  to  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton,  (Flemish  Beauty,)...  2  00 
For  the  second  best  eight  do.,  do.,  the  next  premium,  to  E.  L. 

Brigham,  (Beurre  Bosc),   1  50 

For  the  third  best  eight  do.,  do.,  the  third  premium,  to  John  C. 

Whitin,  of  Northbridge,  (Beurre  d'Anjou),   1  00 

For  the  best  eight  specimens  of  Winter  Pears  of  one  variety,  the 

first  premium,  to  Alex.  Marsh,  (Easter  Beurre),   2  00 

For  the  second  best  eight  do.,  do.,  the  next  premium,  to  E.  S.  Steb- 

bins,  (Winter  Nelis),   ]  50 
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For  the  third  best  eight  do.,  do.,  the  third  premium,  to  S.  P.  Miller, 

(Glout  Morceau),   1  00 

The  Committee  ask  leave  to  make  special  mention  of  the  following  contribu- 
tions to  the  tables  of  very  superior  specimens  :    B.  F.  Thomas,  the  Dix  and 
'    Bosc;  S.  H.  Colton,  the  Andrews;  0.  B.  Hadwen,  the  St.  Michael;  Isaac 
Mills,  the  Seckel ;  Henry  Phelps,  the  St.  Michael ;  Fitzroy  Willard,  the  Brown 
Beurre  ;  Stephen  S.  Foster,  the  Beurre  Clairgeau. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  per  order  of  the  Committee, 

A.  H.  BULLOCK,  Chairman. 

Worcester,  September  29,  1859. 


REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 

Thomas  H.  Gage,  Worcester,  Chairman;  Horace  Leland,  Sutton; 
Marshall  Flagg,  Joseph  Lovell,  Jr.,  Darius  Rice,  Worcester. 

Your  Committee  having  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  having 
examined  thoroughly  the  specimens  on  exhibition  in  the  department  of  Veg- 
etables, take  occasion  to  congratulate  the  Society  upon  the  renewed  evidence 
of  Horticultural  interest  and  improvement  which  the  present  exhibition  affords  ; 
nothing  unworthy  of  favorable  mention  has  been  offered  ;  and  it  has  been 
found  no  easy  task  to  decide  the  question  of  relative  merit,  where  everything 
has  seemed  so  nearly  the  "  best  of  its  kind."  While  fewer  than  usual  of  what 
may  be  called  il  fancy  "  products  of  the  garden  have  been  presented,  the  display 
of  the  staple  and  substantial  has  been  fully  equal  to  that  of  any  previous  year. 

No  one  who  has  attentively  watched  from  year  to  year  the  progressive  improve- 
ment in  the  culture  of  vegetables,  as  evinced  by  these  exhibitions,  or  the  effort 
made  to  try,  develop,  and  perfect  new  varieties,  can  fail  to  see  how  much  that  is 
useful  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  spirit  of  emulation  and  generous  rivalry  which  is 
stimulated  by  a  judicious  distribution  of  premiums.  And  yet,  we  may  suggest 
that  it  is  by  no  means  in  this  aspect  of  economy  alone  that  the  action  of  your 
Society,  in  awarding  its  bounty,  and  encouraging  these  autumnal  fairs,  commends 
itself  to  our  favorable  notice  ;  for  incidental  to  this,  and  not  among  the  least  of 
its  benefits,  is  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  the  confined  inhabitants  of  the  city 
to  refresh,  from  time  to  time,  their  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  witness,  in 
their  primitive  beauty  and  excellence,  the  products  of  the  soil. 

To  the  exhibition  of  the  present  year  three  hundred  and  eight  contributions 
are  made,  by  thirty-seven  different  individuals  ;  and  your  Committee  recom- 
mend the  award  of  premiums,  as  follows  : 

Vegetables. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  to  S.  P.  Champney, 

of  Grafton,   $6  00 

For  next  largest  and  best,  to  William  B.  Fox,  of  Worcester,   5  00 
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For  secoud  largest  and  best,  to  Sylvanus  Sears,  of  Worcester,   4  00 

For  third  largest  and  best,  to  S.  H.  Colton,  of  Worcester,   3  00 

POTATOES. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  to  C.  W.  Gleason,  of 

Holden,   3  00 

For  second  largest  and  best,  to  S.  P.  Champney,  of  Grafton,   2  00 

For  third  largest  and  best,  to  Joel  Knapp,  of  Sutton,   1  00 

Squashes. — For  Canada  Crook-neck  Squashes  we  recommend  no  award,  as  the 

only  specimen  exhibited  is  deemed  unworthy  of  the  premium  offered. 

For  three  best  Marrow  Squashes,  to  Geo.  G.  Burbank,  of  Worcester,  2  00 

For  three  best  Hubbard  do.,  to  Jona.  Warren,  of  Grafton,   2  00 

For  three  best  mammoth  do.,  to  Jas.  Green,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  three  best  Winter  Squashes  of  any  other  variety,  to  Henry  B. 

Osgood,  of  Whitinsville,  for  his  specimen  of  the  Honolulu  Squash, 

raised  from  Sandwich  Island  seed,   1  00 

Celery. — For  the  best  three  roots  of  Celery,  to  James  Apperson,  of 

Worcester,   1  00 


Cabbages. — For  the  three  best  Savoy  Cabbages  we  propose  no  premium,  as 
the  only  specimens  on  exhibition  have  already  received  the  considera- 
tion to  which  they  are  entitled,  as  parts  of  the  second  and  third  largest 


and  best  general  collections. 
For  the  three  best  heads  of  any  other  variety,  we  recommend  that 
the  premium  be  awarded,  to  Charles  Nash,  of  Worcester,  for  his 

specimens  of  the  Winningstadt  Cabbage,   1  00 

Cauliflowers. — For  three  best  Cauliflowers,  to  John  C.  Whitin,  of 

Whitinsville,   2  00 

Pumpkins. — For  the  three  best  Pumpkins,  to  Isaac  Mills,  of  Worcester,    1  00 
Turnips. — For  the  best  collection  of  Turnips,  to  Isaac  Mills,  of  Wor- 
cester,   1  00 

Beets. — For  best  table  Beets,  to  Charles  Nash,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Sweet  Corn. — For  best  Sweet  Corn,  to  Joseph  Lovell,  Jr.,  of  Worces- 
ter,  1  00 

We  recommend  that  the  following  gratuities  be  awarded  : 

For  specimens  of  the  Chinese  Yam,  to  Ichabod  Washburn,  of  Wor- 
cester,.  1  00 

For  one  Mammoth  Squash,  weighing  one  hundred  and  fifty-six 

pounds,  to  A.  Peaslee,  of  Worcester,   1  00 


Your  Committee  regret  that  they  are  unable  to  do  more  than  make  favorable 
mention  of  many  other  contributions  to  the  exhibition,  but  as  their  action  in 
awarding  premiums  is  limited,  it  only  remains  for  them  to  bestow  a  word  of 
commendation  upon  a  few,  at  least,  of  the  many  specimens  which  are  not 
included  in  the  premium  list. 

A  very  fine  specimen  of  Spring  Wheat,  perfectly  clean,  and  of  plump, 
handsome  kernel,  is  presented  by  F.  M.  Inman,  of  Milford  ;  the  crop  from 
which  it  was  taken  averaging  thirty-six  and  four-sevenths  bushels  to  the  acre. 
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Several  specimens  of  the  Kohl  Rabi  are  on  exhibition,  and  that  offered  by 
James  Apperson,  of  Worcester,  seems  entitled  to  especial  notice. 

The  Onions  presented  by  Darius  Rice,  of  Worcester,  are  perhaps  the  best 
among  many  excellent  specimens. 

Of  Tomatoes,  Carrots,  and  Parsnips,  there  are  many  specimens,  all  of  them 
of  great  excellence,  and  among  the  first  we  notice  more  particularly,  for  their 
perfection,  the  contributions  of  William  B.  Fox,  of  Worcester. 

D.  B.  Harrington,  of  Millbury,  presents  a  stalk  of  the  Tobacco  plant,  which, 
by  its  luxuriant  growth,  would  certainly  indicate  that  the  "weed"  "takes 
kindly"  to  our  soil.  Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  H.  GAGE,  Chairman. 
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ANNUAL  EXHIBITION,  I860. 


REPORT  ON  APPLES. 

Rufus  Woodward,  Chairman ;  Eowi>f  Conant,  Georgia  A.  Chamberlain, 
0.  B.  Hadwen,  of  Worcester;  T.  A.  Norcross,  of  Shrewsbury. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Apples  cannot  be  found.  But  the  Spy  of 
Oct.  5,  1860,  states  that  it  was  read  by  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Rufus  Woodward, 
who  called  attention  to  the  superiority  of  the  display  of  Apples  that  year, 
remarking  that  it  was  the  largest  and  finest  ever  exhibited  upon  the  tables 
of  the  Society,  especially  superior  to  the  display  of  1858  in  point  of  culture. 
"  There  are  now  a  number  of  fine  new  varieties,  and  the  number  of  plates  is 
930,  while  in  1858  there  were  but  916  plates,  of  kinds  chiefly  old."    The  fol- 


lowing are  the  awards  : 

Apples. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  to  Josiah  L.  Woodward, 

of  Millbury,  who  had  39  valuable  varieties,   $6  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  William  B.  Fox,  of  Worcester,  who  had  34 

varieties,   5  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Josiah  G.  Stone,  of  Shrewsbury,  who  had  26 

varieties,   4  00 

For  the  fourth  best,  to  Sylvanus  Sears,  of  Worcester,  who  had  23 


varieties,  Harris'  Report. 

For  the  best  six  varieties  of  not  less  than  eight  specimens  each,  to 

O.  B.  Hadwen,  of  Worcester,  ...Harris'  Report. 


For  the  second  best,  to  Stephen  S.  Foster,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  George  A.  Chamberlain,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  eight  best  specimens  of  Autumn  Apples  of  one  variety,  to 

Isaac  Mills,  of  Worcester,  (Gravensteiu),  Harris'  Report. 

For  the  second  best,  to  Timothy  K.  Earle,  of  Worcester,  (Porter),  1  50 

For  the  third  best,  to  D.  B.  Comins,  of  Worcester,  (Mother),   1  00 

For  the  best  specimen  of  Winter  Apples  of  one  variety,  to  Jonas 

Hartshorn,  of  Worcester,  (Baldwin),   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  H.  K.  Potter,  of  Grafton,  (R.  I.  Greening),  1  50 
For  the  third  best,  to  George  H.  Rich,  of  Worcester,  (Roxbury  Rus- 
set),  1  00 

Gratuities. — For  Tompkins'  County  King,  to  Jonas  Hartshorn,  of 

Worcester,   1  00 

For  Leland's  Spice,  to  Joseph  Lovell,  Jr.,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  Northern  Spy,  to  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton,   1  00 
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REPORT  ON  FLOWERS,  &c.}  &c. 

Pickering  Dodge,  Worcester,  Chairman;  Asa  H.  Waters,  Millbury;  J. 
L.  Burbank,  R.  L.  Hawks,  S.  Copeland,  Worcester. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  assigned  the  duty  of  awarding  premiums  on 
Flowers,  &c,  at  the  Annual  Exhibition,  submit  the  following  report  : 

In  consequence  of  the  severe  frost  on  three  consecutive  mornings,  the  29th 
and  30th  of  September,  and  the  1st  of  the  present  month,  when  the  thermom- 
eter indicated  25°,  and  in  one  locality  22°  of  Fahrenheit,  the  exhibition  of 
Garden  Flowers,  in  comparison  with  former  seasons,  was  very  limited. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Merrifield  contributed  a  very  beautiful  and  very  interesting  collec- 
tion of  Green  Hous£  Plants,  numbering  sixty-four  varieties,  comprising  Bego- 
nias, Lycopodiums,  Cissus  discolor,  &c. ;  Mr.  S.  Salisbury  contributed  twenty-five 
pots  of  Green  House  Plants,  comprising  Begonias,  Jessamins,  Fuschias,  &c. ; 
Mrs.  F.  Douglas,  a  potted  Scarlet  Lily,  beautifully  in  blossom  ;  Mr.  William 
A.  Wheeler,  a  potted  plant  of  the  Hoya,  generally  called  Wax  Plant ;  a  vase  of 
Gladioli  was  presented  by  Mrs.  M.  B.  Green  ;  a  vase  of  Asters,  by  Mr.  H.  S. 
Tainter ;  baskets  and  vases  of  Cut  Flowers,  by  Mrs.  S.  D.  Ward,  of  Shrews- 
bury ;  by  Mrs.  W.  S.  Wood,  by  Misses  Fox,  Messenger,  Lincoln,  Hadwen,  and 
Allen,  also  by  Messrs.  Wheeler,  Pierce  and  Tainter.  Mr.  D.  Waldo  Lincoln 
exhibited  the  leaf  and  bud  of  the  Victoria  Regia  lily. 

The  only  artistically  arranged  ornamental  decoration  for  the  tables  was  fur- 
nished by  Mrs.  S.  D.  Ward,  of  Shrewsbury,  a  very  appropriately  modeled  and 
very  chastefl  ower-wreathed  "  Temple  of  Flora,"  which  did  not  fail  to  attract 
the  attention  and  command  the  admiration  of  all  who  have  an  eye  for  the 
beautiful  and  effective  in  the  combination  of  art  and  nature. 

In  enumerating  the  contributions,  your  Committee  advert,  with  much  pleas- 
ure and  gratification,  to  the  ornamental  decorations  of  the  hall,  consisting  of 
wreaths  festooned,, and  garlands,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  good  taste 
and  industry  of  our  fellow-citizen,  Mr.  Arba  Pierce. 

In  accordance  with  the  list  of  premiums  proposed  by  the  Society,  your  Com- 
mittee would  award  them,  as  follows  : 

Cut  Flowers. — For  the  largest  and  best  display,  to  Miss  Fox,. ..Harris'  Report. 


For  the  second  best,  to  Miss  Fanny  Lincoln,   $2  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Miss  Nellie  Messenger,   1  00 

Green  House  Plants. — For  the  best  display,  to  Mr.  W.  T.  Merrifield,    5  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Mr.  S.  Salisbury,  Harris'  Report. 

Bouquets. — For  the  best  pair,  suitable  for  the  parlor,  to  Mr.  Arba 

Pierce,   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Miss  Lizzie  Allen,   1  00 

Floral  Design. — For  the  best,  to  Mrs.  S.  D.  Ward,  of  Shrewsbury,....  4  00 
Asters. — For  the  best  display,  to  Mr.  H.  S.  Tainter,   1  00 


PICKERING  DODGE,  Chairman. 

Worcester,  October  4,  ls:;o. 
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REPORT  ON  GRAPES,  PEACHES,  &c,  &c. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Chairman;  William  Workman,  Benjamin  Butman, 
George  T.  Rice,  Worcester;  Asa  IL.  Allen,  Shrewsbury. 

The  Committee  on  Grapes,  Peaches  and  "  other  fruits,"  respectfully  report, 
that  in  this  class  the  number  of  contributors  is  47,  and  the  number  of  varie- 
ties is  148.  Of  Peaches  there  are  19  offerings  ;  of  Plums,  15  ;  of  Grapes,  94  ; 
of  Quinces,  11  ;  and  of  other  fruits,  9. 

It  is  the  melancholy  duty  of  the  Committee  to  ask  the  particular  attention  of 
the  Society  to  the  specimens  presented  of  the  most  delicious  of  all  fruits,  the 
Peach  ;  and  first,  thanks  must  be  offered  to  the  contributors,  who,  under  the 
discouragements  of  an  unpropitious  season,  with  extraordinary  public  spirit, 
have  offered  the  Peaches  on  your  tables,  which,  as  in  case,  of  some  other  far- 
mers' families,  are  more  excellent  in  their  pedigree  than  in  themselves.  In 
justice  to  the  skillful  cultivators  and  as  a  guide  to  others,  the  names  of  the  vari- 
eties to  which  premiums  are  given  will  be  mentioned.  In  the  past  summer  the 
prevalence  of  rains  and  the  infrequency  of  sunshine,  which  injured  the  flavor 
of  other  fruits,  have  been  generally  ruinous  to  the  Peach.  The  disease  called 
the  Yellows  has  continued  its  destructive  course,  and  it  is  still  a  mystery  to  the 
most  skillful  observers  of  vegetable  life.  The  late  Dr.  Thaddeus  Harris  and 
Miss  Morris  of  Germantown,  Pa.,  two  of  the  best  authorities  on  the  subject, 
concur  in  the  opinion  that  the  Yellows  is  a  disorder  of  the  circulation,  and  not 
the  injury  of  insects.  Miss  Morris  says  that  the  disease  may  be  produced  by 
insects,  as  by  any  any  other  cause  which  impairs  the  health  of  a  tree  ;  but 
when  she  imputed  it  to  particular  insects,  as  the  Tomicus  liminaris,  Dr.  Harris 
replied  that  he  had  seen  the  disease  where  that  insect  was  not  found.  It  will 
not  probably  be  doubted  that  in  vegetable,  as  in  animal  life,  noxious  parasites 
are  always  more  abundant  when  health  decays,  and  it  may  be  observed  that 
the  treatment  commonly  adopted  for  the  removal  of  the  Yellows  is  the  same 
that  is  recommended  for  the  mysterious  and  terrible  disease  with  the  terrible 
name,  the  Pleuropneumonia  Epizootica,  the  actually  cutting  off.  For  human 
subjects,  this  practice  has  the  authority  of  some  of  our  Aborigines  and  of 
some  of  the  old  nations  ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  Medical  Commissioners  will 
not  introduce  it  into  our  homes.  Miss  Morris  recommends  steeping  the  soil 
with  mineral  salts,  as  alum,  nitre  and  common  salt,  as  a  means  of  promoting 
the  health  of  Peach  trees,  because  in  the  vicinity  of  Baltimore,  where  these 
salts  abound  in  the  soil,  the  Peach  is  cultivated  with  great  success.  That  the 
soil  of  Baltimore  has  no  exemption  from  the  Yellows  is  proved  by  accounts  of 
cutting  down  trees  there  for  its  removal.  It  is  known  that  the  application  of 
these  salts  is  useful  for  Peaches  and  Plums,  and  it  is  used  in  Western  New 
York  for  the  cure  and  prevention  of  this  disease.  The  Committee  award  : 
Peaches.— For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  to  H.  K.  Potter,  of  Graf- 
ton, for  his  seven  varieties,  viz :  Late  Crawford,  Yellow  Malaco- 
ton,  Red  Cheek  Malacoton,  Coolidge's  Favorite,  Seedling,  Craw- 
ford, Jaques1  Rareripe,  the  first  premium,    $4  00 
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For  the  second  largest  do.,  do.,  the  second  premium,  to  Josiah  G. 
Stone,  of  Shrewsbury,  for  his  two  varieties,  viz :  Late  Crawford 
and  Oldmixon,  Harris'  Report. 

For  the  third  largest  do.,  do.,  the  third  premium,  to  0.  B.  Hadwen, 
of  Worcester,  for  his  four  varieties,  viz :  Seedling,  Late  Craw- 
ford, Morris  White  and  Late  Rareripe,   2  00 

For  the  fourth  largest  do.,  do.,  the  fourth  premium,  to  Lyman  Pierce, 
of  West  Boylston,  tor  his  two  varieties,  viz  :  Late  Crawford  and 
Seedling  Blood  Peach,   1  00 

The  Committee  decided  that  no  dish  having  twelve  specimens  of  one  variety 
of  Peaches  deserved  a  premium,  but  they  consider  a  dish  of  six  Peaches,  not 
named,  presented  by  Henry  W.  Miller,  of  Worcester,  and  a  dish  of  six  Peaches, 
without  name,  presented  by  E.  C.  Simmons,  of  Worcester,  are  worthy  of  com- 
mendation. 

The  Plum  requires  the  climate,  soil  and  culture  most  favorable  to  the  Peach, 
and  it  has  experienced  the  injurious  effect  of  the  past  season.    The  specimens 


of  Plums  offered  are  not  of  the  best  character. 

Plums. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  the  first  premium,  to  Wm. 
N.  Green,  of  Worcester,  for  his  six  varieties,  viz :  Coe's  Golden 
Drop,  Green  Gage,  Purple  Gage,  Bruce's  Imperial  Gage,  Royal 

Native  and  Jefferson  Plum,   2  00 

For  the  best  dish  of  twelve  specimens  of  one  variety,  to  Anthony 
Chase,  of  Worcester,  the  second  premium,  for  his  Coe's  Golden 

,     Drop  Plums,   1  50 

For  the  second  best  dish  of  twelve  specimens  of  one  variety,  pre- 
mium to  Miss  Rockwood,  of  Worcester,  for  her  Coe's  Golden 

Drop,   1  00 

Quinces. — For  the  best  collection,  to  Benjamin  Butman,  of  Worcester, 

for  his  Orange  Quinces,   2  00 

For  the  second  best  collection,  to  William  B.  Fox,  for  his  Orange 

Quinces  and  Pear  Quinces,   1  00 


And  the  Committee  consider  that  the  thin  skinned  and  well-ripened  Orange 
Quinces  presented  by  Charles  Brigbam,  of  Grafton,  are  worthy  of  commenda- 
tion. 

Grapes. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection  grown  under  glass,  to  D. 
Waldo  Lincoln,  for  his  fourteen  varieties,  viz :  Black  Hamburgh, 
Black  Prince,  Zinfindal,  Black  Frontignac,  Grisly  Frontignac, 
White  Frontignac,  White  Chasselas,  Muscat  of  Alexandria,  Royal 
Muscadine,  Golden  Chasselas,  Wilmot's  Black  Hamburgh,  Chas- 
selas Muscadine,  Victoria  Hamburgh,  Chasselas  du  BacSur  Aube,  $4  00 
For  second  best,  to  George  M.  Rice,  for  his  twelve  varieties,  viz : 
Black  Hamburgh,  Wilmot's  No.  15,  Black  St.  Peters,  Zinfindal, 
Grisly  Frontignac,  Escolata  Muscat,  Golden  Chasselas,  Sweet 
Water,  Chasselas  of  Fontainbleau,  Royal  Muscadine,  Early 
White,  and  Chasselas  Bac  Sur  Aube,  Harris'  Report. 
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For  third  largest  and  best,  to  Wm.  A.  Wheeler,  for  his  seven  varie- 
ties, viz  :  Black  Hamburgh,  Victoria  Hamburgh,  Wilmot's  Black 
Hamburgh,  Royal  Muscadine,  Chasselas  Mosque,  Syrian,  Grisly 
Frontignac,   2  00 

William  B.  Fox  offered,  under  this  class,  four  excellent  plates,  viz :  Muscat 
of  Alexandria,  Black  Hamburgh,  Grisly  Frontignac  and  Sweet  Water,  which 
deserve  honorable  mention. 

For  best  specimens  of  Isabella  or  Diana  Grapes,  to  John  C.  Whitin, 

of  Whitinsville,  for  his  Diana,  Harris'  Report. 

For  second  best,  to  Wm.  H.  Thurston,  of  Oxford,  (Isabella),   1  50 

For  third  best,  to  E.  D.  Batchelder,  of  North  Brookfield,  (Isabella),    1  00 
For  best  specimen  of  Native  Grape,  Concord  Grape,  Hartford  Pro- 
lific, or  any  other  variety  not  inferior  to  the  foregoing,  to  S.  V. 
Stone,  of  Worcester,  for  his  Northern  Muscadine,   2  00 

The  Committee  make  honorable  mention  of  a  large  dish  of  Concord  Grapes, 
and  a  large  dish  of  Hartford  Prolific  Grapes,  presented  by  Jonathan  Grout,  of 
Worcester,  and  a  large  dish  of  Hartford  Prolific  Grapes,  by  John  C.  Ripley, 
of  Worcester. 

The  variety  on  your  tables  is  enlarged  by  the  exhibition  of  a  jar  of  preserved 
Lawton  Blackberries,  by  I.  S.  Pike,  and  specimens  of  the  rare  fruit  of  the 
Pyrus  Japonica,  by  Edward  Earle,  of  Worcester. 

Believing  that  ornament  is  the  highest  utility  of  this  beautiful  shrub,  your 
Committee  recommend  its  use  in  an  ornamental  hedge  in  a  warm  sheltered 
exposure, 

A  single  specimen  of  a  new  Melon,  called  Anderson's  Pine  Apple  Melon,  was 
exhibited,  but  it  was  over-ripe,  and  not  a  fair  specimen.  This  Melon  is  desir- 
able for  is  delicacy  and  flavor,  and  especially  for  its  freedom  from  the  enduring 
taste  in  the  mouth,  which  in  some  Melons,  as  in  Cabbage,  and  some  other  lux- 
uries, remind  us  unpleasantly  of  the  beautiful  sentiment  of  the  poet: 

"Joy's  recollection  is  not  always  joy." 

To  those  who  look  sadly  at  the  transitory  character  of  the  luxuries  on  your 
tables  it  must  be  agreeable  to  take  notice  that  A.  F.  Hall,  of  Feltonville,  ex- 
hibited four  jars,  containing  severally,  Apples,  Pears,  Peaches  and  Green  Corn, 
preserved  in  a  fluid,  certified  by  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson  to  be  "  effectual  in 
preventing  fermentation  or  decay,"  which  Mr.  Hall  is  ready  to  sell.  And 
finally,  to  make  perfect  your  supply  of  all  that  can  tempt  the  appetite  or  gratify 
the  taste,  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Simmons  exhibited  two  jars  of  choice  Sweet  Pickles. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  direction  of  the  Committee, 

S.  SALISBURY,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  ON  PEARS. 

George  Jaques,  Chairman  ;  John  Milton  Earle,  D.  Waldo  Lincoln, 
John  C.  Ripley,  Jonathan  Grout. 

In  respectfully  submitting  their  report,  the  Committee  would  congratulate 
the  Society  on  the  extent  and  excellence  of  the  display  of  fruit  which  it  was 
their  especial  province  to  examine.  Compared  with  that  of  any  of  the  twenty 
preceding  years,  the  Pear  Department  of  the  Annual  Exhibition  of  1860,  was 
larger  in  the  number  of  the  contributions,  choicer  in  the  value  of  the  varieties, 
and  richer  in  the  size  and  beauty  of  the  specimens.  What  is  still  more  grat- 
ifying, is  the  fact  that  this,  the  finest  and  most  select  show  of  Pears  ever  seen 
in  New  England  outside  of  Boston,  was  entirely  the  product  of  this  city  and 
of  nine  or  ten  towns  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

The  following  little  tabular  comparison,  extending  back  eight  years,  will 
give  an  idea  of  the  progress  which  has  been  made  hereabouts  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  this  amateur  fruit  of  the  Northern  States  : 


Year. 
1853 
1854 
1855 
1856 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 


No.  of  Contributors. 
96 
81 
115 
71 
85 
76 
57 
79 


No.  of  Plates. 
604 

826 
925 
685 
800 
528 
777 
J  002 


The  average  for  the  eight  years  is  82  contributors  and  768  contributions. 

The  size  of  the  best  single  specimen  of  each  of  the  leading  varieties,  at  the 
recent  exhibition,  as  compared  with  the  size  of  such  specimens  last  year,  is 
shown  in  the  following  table,  which  was  carefully  prepared  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  a 
member  of  the  Committee  : 


Weight  in  1859.  '60. 


oz.  oz. 

Andrews,   64  74 

Beurre  d'  Anjou,  10  114 

"     Clairgeau  12*  144 

"     Gris  d'  Hiver,   74  10 

"     Montgeron,   5  6| 

"     Bosc,   8  94 

"     Diet,  1U  15 

"     Langelier,    5  84 

Belle  Lucrative,   8  104 

Buffum,   5  54 

Doyenne  du  Cornice,   64  11 J 

"      Boussock,   9  14 


Weight  in  1859.  '60. 


Duchesse,  12  134 

Easter  Beurre,                           7  10 

Fulton                                      4  5 

Flemish  Beauty,  12  13 

Gansel's  Bergamot,                    5  74 

Glout  Morceau,                          9  124 

Henry  IV,                                44  5 

Paradise  d'Automne,                  5  64 

Seckel,                                     34  4| 

St.  Michael,                              6  6| 

Urbaniste,                             9  10 

Winter  Nelis,                            54  •  54 


Three  varieties,  only,  of  acknowledged  merit,  were  exhibited  this  year,  that 
were  inferior  to  the  specimens  in  1859,  viz  :  Duchesse  of  Orleans,  Sheldon  and 
Zephyrin  Gregoire. 

The  following  is  the  weight  of  a  few  other  leading  varieties,  exhibited  this 
year,  of  which  no  specimens  were  shown  in  1859  worthy  of  particular  notice. 
Several  of  them  have  probably  seldom,  if  ever,  been  surpassed  : 
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Bartlett,  

Beurre  Nantais, 
Beurre  Superfin, 
Dix,  


Lawrence,  

Marie  Louise,.. 
Swan's  Orange, 
Sieulle,  


St.  Michael  Archangc, 


74  oz. 


This  certainly  very  remarkable  increase  in  weight — an  average  of  two  ounces 
apiece  in  twenty-four  specimens  of  as  many  varieties — is  chiefly  to'Jbe  attributed, 
no  doubt,  to  a  very  favorable  season ;  still,  much  also  must  be  claimed  for  a 
gradual  improvement  in  the  modes  of  cultivation,  of  which  we  every  year  have 
new  evidences. 

Our  limits  permitting,  it  would  thus  be  easy  to  show  how  these  exhibitions  have 
served  as  a  horticultural  school,  to  diffuse  in  the  short  period  of  twenty  years, 
a  greater  amount  of  valuable  information  on  fruit  culture,  than  would  proba- 
bly have  been  obtained  from  other  sources  in  a  century. 

The  Committee  having  had  considerable  experience  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
Pear,  it  will  not  be  deemed  inappropriate  for  them  to  mention,  in  a  general  way, 
what  they  consider  to  be  essential  to  the  production  of  fine  specimens  of  this 
noble  fruit.    These  are  : 

1st.  Deep,  generous  tillage;  by  which  is  meant  a  trenching  and  manuring  of 
the  soil  from  one  and  a  half  to  three  feet  deep.  In  other  countries,  where 
labor  is  cheaper  and  fruit  dearer  than  they  are  here,  this  work  is  often  extended 
to  a  depth  of  four  feet,  receiving  a  profitable  return,  even  from  so  small  a 
fruit-bearing  plant  as  the  strawberry.  It  is  from  a  want  of  such  cultivation 
that  the  finest  pear  trees  taken  from  our  nurseries  often  die  or  come  to  nothing. 
They  have  "  no  deepness  of  earth," — "  no  root  " — and,  as  a  natural  conse- 
quence, they  share  the  fate  of  the  wasted  seed  of  the  parable. 

As  to  the  particular  soils  best  suited  to  particular  varieties  of  the  fruit 
under  consideration,  our  present  limits  do  not  admit  of  any  specifications. 

2d.  Cultivation  or  Mulching  of  the  surface,  around  the  trees,  for  a  distance 
equal,  at  least,  to  the  drip  of  their  branches.  But  especial  care  should  be 
taken  to  avoid  the  slightest  bruising  of  the  roots,  and  the  mulch  must  not  be 
so  thick  and  heavy  as  to  smother  them. 

3d.  Under-drainage,  wherever  the  sub-soil  is  of  a  retentive  nature.  But  all 
covered  drains,  whether  of  tiles  or  stones,  should  not  be  less  than  three  feet 
deep,  nor  less  than  six  or  eight  feet  distant  from  the  trunks  of  the  trees  ;  for 
many  a  fine  tree  set  out  directly  above  a  shallow  underground  conduit  has  been 
poisoned  to  death  by  the  foul  air  therein  contained. 

4th.  Thinning  of  the  fruit,  especially  of  the  class  of  trees  known  as  "  great 
bearers." 

Pruning  may  be  performed  at  any  season  of  the  year ;  but  the  best  time  is 
believed  to  be  about  the  longest  days  of  summer,  while  the  worst  effects  that 
happen  arise  from  using  the  saw  or  knife  during  the  full  flow  of  sap  in  the 
spring.  An  exception,  however,  must  be  made  in  cases  where  it  is  considered 
necessary  to  head  in  a  newly  planted  tree. 

Before  proceeding  further  the  Committee  ought,  in  justice,  to  remark  that  they 
were  themselves  largely  represented  where  they  were  expected  to  recommend  a 
6 


38  WORCESTER  COUXTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY.  [1860. 


distribution  of  prizes,  their  united  contributions  amounting  to  nearly  a  third  part 
of  the  entire  exhibition  of  Pears.  Thus,  while  no  individual'outside  the  Commit- 
tee exhibited  above  thirty -five  varieties,  the  collections  of  two  members  alone  of 
the  Committee  each  exceeded  one  hundred  varieties  !  That  these  two  gentlemen 
should  stand  aside,  while  the  other  three  members  should  divide  between  them 
the  two  prizes  "  for  the  largest  and  best  collection,"  appeared  to  be  the  only 
rational  thing  to  do  ;  and  accordingly  this  was  done.  The  same  course  was 
pursued  when  the  fruit  of  other  members  of  the  Committee  entered  into  the  com- 
petition. Although  five  premiums  were  thus  disposed  of,  with  greater  justice 
than  apparent  modesty,  the  Committee  can  hardly  be  expected  to  apologize  for 
faithfully  discharging  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  a  unanimous  vote  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  Society.  After  a  long  and  patient  examination,  therefore, 
of  the  thousand  samples  representing  not  less  than  a  hundred  and  fifty  varie- 
ties of  the  Pyrus  communis,  the  Committee  recommended,  and  the  Society  sub- 
sequently accepted,  by  their  vote,  the  following  award  of  premiums  : 
Pears. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection  of  not  less  than  three  speci- 
mens each,  to  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,   $5  00 

For  the  second  largest  do.,  do.,  do.,  to  John  Milton  Earle,   4  00 

For  the  twenty  best  varieties  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each, 

to  Benjamin  Butman,   5  00 

For  the  second  best  twenty  do.,  do.,  to  John  C.  Ripley,   4  00 

For  the  best  ten  varieties  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each,  to 

T.  K.  Earle,   4  00 

For  the  second  best  six  do.,  do.,  to  Jonathan  Grout,  Harris'  Report. 

For  the  third  best  do.,  do.,  to  Ichabod  Washburn,   2  00 

For  the  best  six  varieties  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each,  to 

F.  T.  Merrick,  Harris'  Report. 

For  the  second  best  do.,  do.,  to  Draper  Ruggles,   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  do.,  do.,  to  George  T.  Rice,   1  00 

For  the  best  eight  specimens  of  Autumn  Pears  of  one  variety,  to 

Jonathan  Grout,  (Beurre  Superfin),  Harris'  Report. 

For  the  second  best  eight  do.,  do.,  to  Charles  Johnson,  of  North- 
rough,  (Beurre  Bosc),  —    1  50 

For  the  third  best  eight  do.,  do.,  to  F.  A.  Eldred,  (L.  B.  de  Jersey,)  1  00 
For  the  best  eight  specimens  of  Winter  Pears  of  one  variety,  to 

E.  D.  Batchelder,  of  North  Brookfield,  (Winter  Nelis),... Harris'  Report. 
For  the  second  best  eight  do.,  do.,  to  Fitzroy  Willard,  (Beurre 

Gris  d'Hiver,)   1  50 

For  the  third  best  eight  do.,  do.,  to  Henry  Phelps,  (Beurre  Gris  d' 

Hiver),  ,   1  00 

Gratuities. — To  L.  Cheney,  of  Southbridge,   1  00 

To  E.  L.  Brigham,   1  00 

To  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton,   2  00 

For  a  plate  of  six  fine  Flemish  Beauty  Pears,  to  Lewis  Smith,   1  00 

For  a  fine  collection,  including  a  magnificent  plate  of  the  Beurre 

Bosc,  to  Edwin  Draper,   1  00 
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LIST  OF   CONTRIBUTORS  IN  PART. 

Benjamin  Batman,  twenty-one  varieties,  for  the  following  twenty  of  which 
he  received  a  premium,  viz  :  Beurre  Diel,  Beurre  Bosc,  Beurre  Gris  d'Hiver, 
Beurre  d'Anjou,  Beurre  Nantais,  Jalousie  de  Fontenay  Vendee,  L.  B.  de  Jer- 
sey, Onondaga,  Easter  Beurre,  Winter  Nelis,  Urbaniste,  Glout  Morceau, 
Duchesse,  Triomphe  de  Jodoignc,  Flemish  Beauty,  St.  Michael,  Comptesse 
d'Alost,  Lawrence,  Seckel,  Bergamotte  d'Esperen.  This  was  one  of  the  most 
elegant  collections  ever  seen  on  the  tables  of  the  Society. 

Ichabod  Washburn,  thirty-five  varieties,  among  them  the  following,  for 
which  he  took  a  premium  :  Bartlett,  Beurre  Diel,  Beurre  Clairgeau,  Duchesse, 
Easter  Beurre,  L.  B.  de  Jersey,  Paradise  d'Automne,  St.  Michael,  Seckel, 
Urbaniste.  His  L.  B.  de  Jerseys  were  finely  colored— an  excellence  which 
addresses  itself  to  the  palate  as  well  as  to  the  eye. 

Draper  Ruggles,  twelve  varieties,  of  which  the  Seckel,  Duchesse,  Boussock, 
Beurre  Diel,  Beurre  d'Anjou,  and  Glout  Morceau,  took  a  premium. 

D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  one  hundred  and  three  varieties,  for  one  hundred  and  one 
of  which  he  received  the  first  premium.  Compared  with  Mr.  Earle's,  this  col- 
lection contained  a  larger  number  of  varieties  "of  three  specimens  each,"  and 
the  fruits,  generally,  were  better  grown.  In  other  respects,  the  two  collections 
were  of  about  equal  rank. 

John  C.  Ripley,  thirty-two  varieties,  of  which  the  Bartlett,  Belle  Lucrative, 
L.  B.  de  Jersey,  Flemish  Beauty,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Seckel,  Marie  Louise, 
Thompson,  Duchesse,  Fulton,  Beurre  d'Anjou,  Boussock,  Beurre  Diel,  Doyenne 
Defais,  Dumas,  Glout  Morceau,  Beurre  Langelier,  Winter  Nelis,  Sieulle  and 
Easter  Beurre  took  a  premium. 

F.  M.  Marble,  Grafton,  fourteen  varieties,  including  very  fine  Seckel,  Flem- 
ish Beauty,  &c.    See  list  of  gratuities. 

George  T.  Rice,  twenty  varieties,  of  which  the  Beurre  Bosc,  Duchesse, 
Flemish  Beauty,  Glout  Morceau,  Seckel,  and  Sieulle  took  a  premium. 

Edward  Earle,  twenty-four  varieties,  among  them  beautiful  Beurre  Nantais, 
Glout  Morceau  and  BufFum.  The  latter  were  from  a  tree  of  which  the  yield 
for  the  last  nine  years— estimated  by  disinterested  persons  at  the  fair  market 
price  for  each  year — has  amounted  to  not  less  than  two  hundred  dollars — or  an 
average  of  over  twenty-two  dollars  a  year ! 

T.  K.  Earle,  thirty-one  varieties.  Of  these,  the  Bartlett,  Beurre  d'Anjou, 
Dix,  Duchesse,  Flemish  Beauty,  Lawrence,  Marie  Louise,  Sieulle,  Urbaniste  and 
Winter  Nelis  took  a  premium. 

Jonathan  Grout,  twenty-five  varieties,  ten  of  which — Beurre  Clairgeau,  Belle 
Lucrative,  General  Lamoriciere,  Gansel's  Bergamotte,  Duchesse,  Marie  Louise, 
L.  B.  de  Jersey,  Seckel,  Beurre  Montgeron,  Glout  Morceau — took  a  premium — 
and  one  of  which,  as  a  single  variety,  took  another  premium. 

William  B.  Fox,  one  splendid  plate  of  St.  Michael,  very  large  and  fair, 
grown  on  the  top  of  an  old  tree. on  pear  roots. 

Henry  Phelps,  twenty-one  varieties,  of  which  the  Beurre  Gris  d'Hiver  Nou- 
veau  took  a  premium. 
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F.  T.  Merrick,  nine  varieties.  Of  these,  six — the  Beurre  Bosc,  Duchesse, 
Flemish  Beauty,  Lawrence,  Passe  Colmar  and  Seckel — took  a  premium. 

Charles  Johnson,  of  Northborough,  six  varieties,  of  which  a  plate  of  Beurre 
Bosc  took  a  premium. 

E.  D.  Batchelder,  of  North  Brookfield,  thirteen  varieties,  of  which  one  plate 
of  Winter  Nelis  took  a  premium. 

John  Milton  Earle,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  varieties.  Of  these  only 
ninety-four,  consisting  of  "three  specimens  each,"  entered  into  competition  for 
the  premium  which  was  offered  for  the  largest  and  best  collection.  This  fine 
collection  contained  representatives  of  the  most  valuable,  and  some  of  the 
worthless  Pears,  known  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  would  express  their  regret  that,  owing  to  the 
great  length  of  their  report,  so  many  of  the  fine  Pears  of  a  truly  splendid 
exhibition  have,  of  necessity  passed  unnoticed. 

GEORGE  JAQUES,  Chairman. 

Worcester,  Oct.  13,  18G0. 


REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 

Samuel  H.  Colton,  Worcester,  Chairman;  S.  P.  Champney,  Grafton  5 
Charles  Paine,  Marshall  Flagg,  Charles  Belcher,  Worcester. 

It  gives  the  Committee  great  pleasure  to  report  that  the  large  and  fine  show 
of  Vegetable  Productions  this  year  affords  abundant  evidence  that  the  growing 
of  them  is  not  retrograding ;  and  the  pleasure  manifested  by  the  numerous  and 
delighted  visitors  evinces  the  continued  interest  felt  for  the  success  of  this  most 
important  department  of  our  exhibition. 

The  untowardness  of  the  season  has,  in  some  respects,  diminished  the  usual 
variety  and  quality  of  Vegetables,  notwithstanding  many  fine  specimens  were 
exhibited. 

The  Committee  have  not  the  time,  nor,  perhaps,  will  it  be  expected  that  they 
should  particularize  many  of  the  articles  exhibited,  however  worthy  of  enco- 
mium ;  but  they  cannot  forbear  calling  attention  to  the  large  and  fine  display 
of  Potatoes  made  by  C.  W.  Gleason,  of  Holden,  consisting  of  fifty-six  varieties, 
and  thirty-six  varieties  by  S.  P.  Champney,  of  Grafton,  many  of  them  good 
old  sorts,  and  others  new  kinds,  the  merits  of  which  are  unknown  to  the  Com- 
mittee ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  of  them  may  prove  valuable  acquisi- 
sitions  to  the  present  diminished  list  of  really  good  Potatoes. 

Several  very  good  specimens  of  the  "  Hubbard  Squash  "  were  shown.  This 
most  excellent  variety  has  recently  made  its  appearance  among  us  as  a  new  kind  ; 
but  it  was  cultivated  here  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  and  was  shown  at  our 
exhibition  in  1842,  by  the  writer  of  this  report.  It  is  a  valuable  sort,  and  wor- 
thy of  extensive  cultivation. 


I860.] 


REPOHT  ON  VEGETABLES. 


41 


The  premiums  recommended  by  the  Committee  are  as  follows  : 

Vegetables. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  to  S.  P.  Champney, 

of  Grafton,  (29  varieties),   $6  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Harvey  Dodge,  of  Sutton,   5  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  William  B.  Fox,  of  Worcester,  Harris'  Report. 

The  fourth  premium  was  not  awarded,  there  being  no  collection  worthy  of  it. 
Potatoes. — For  best  collection,  to  C.  W.  Gleason,  of  Holden,... Harris'  Report. 


2 

00 

No  award  was  made  for  the  third  premium. 

Squashes. — For  the  best  three  pure  Canada  Crook-neck  Squashes,  to 

2 

00 

For  best  three  Marrrow  Squashes,  to  George  G.  Burbank,  of  Wor- 

2 

00 

For  the  best  three  Hubbard  Squashes,  to  George  H.  Rich,  of  Wor- 

2 

oo 

For  the  best  three  Mammoth  Squashes,  to  Amasa  Wood,  of  Web- 

2 

00 

For  the  best  Winter  Squashes  of  other  varieties,  to  Silas  Allen,  of 

1 

00 

Celery. — For  the  best  three  roots,  to  James  Apperson,  of  Worcester,...    1  00 
Cabbages. — No  premium  was  awarded  for  Savoy  Cabbage,  none  of  that  vari- 
ety being  exhibited. 
For  the  three  best  heads  of  any  other  sort,  to  Sylvanus  Sears,  of 


Worcester,  for  the  Winnmgstadt  variety,   1  00 

No  awards  were  made  for  Cauliflowers  or  Turnips. 

Pumpkins. — For  the  best  three,  to  Isaac  Mills,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Beets. — For  the  best  table  Beets,  to  Charles  Nash,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Sweet  Corn. — For  the  best,  to  Joseph  Lovell,  Jr.,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Gratuites. — To  N.  B.  Chace,  of  Sutton,  for  his  superior  Cabbages,....  1  00 

To  S.  D.  Waite,  of  Worcester,  for  a  variety  of  fine  Squashes,   1  00 

To  William  B.  Fox,  of  Worcester,  for  Cauliflowers,   1  00 

To  C.  W.  Gleason,  of  Holden,  for  his  Hubbard  Squashes,  twenty 

fine  ones  of  which  were  grown  from  one  seed,   1  00 

To  E.  F.  Champney,  of  Grafton,  a  lad  of  nine  yearSj  for  very  good 

samples  of  Sweet  Corn,  raised  by  himself,   1  00 

To  John  B.  Pratt,  for  his  gigantic  Cabbages,   1  00 


Honorable  mention  should  be  made  of  the  well-grown  Squashes,  Cabbages, 
&c.T  exhibited  by  Isaac  Mills,  Silas  Bailey,  Draper  Ruggles,  Joseph  Fuller, 
Thomas  H.  Rice,  D.  K.  Fitch,  of  Worcester;  Charles  Johnson,  of  North- 
borough  5  S.  H.  Benson,  of  Blackstone  ;  Sylvester  Prescott,  of  West  Boylston, 
and  no  doubt  many  others,  had  the  Committee  time  to  note  them. 

All  of  which  is  respectfullly  submitted. 

SAMUEL  H.  COLTON,  Chairman. 


42  WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY.  [1861. 


A.  D.  1861. 


MERGER    OF    THE    AGRICULTURAL    AND  HORTICULTURAL 

EXHIBITIONS. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  on  the  2d  of  January,  1861,  it  was 

Voted,  That  a  Committee  of  three  (3)  be  chosen,  by  nomination,  to  confer 
with  the  Worcester  County  Agricultural  Society,  upon  the  matter  of  a  joint 
exhibition  of  the  two  Societies,  with  instructions  to  report  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Trustees. 

And  Messrs.  William  Workman,  0.  B.  Had  wen  and  George  Jaques  were 
nominated  and  confirmed  such  Committee. 

And  subsequently,  to  wit :  at  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  holden  on  Wednes- 
day, the  G'th  of  March,  Dr.  Workman  submitted  the  following  unanimous  Re- 
port, from  the  Committee  of  which  he  was  Chairman  : 

REPORT  TO  THE  TRUSTEES. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society, 
holden  in  January  last,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  meet  a  Committee  of 
the  Agricultural  Society  for  the  purpose  of  considering  a  proposition  made  by 
that  Society,  for  a  Union  Exhibition  of  the  two  Societies,  and  said  Committee 
were  instructed  to  report  to  the  Trustees  of  our  Society. 

Your  Committee  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned,  and  submit  the  follow- 
ing as  their  Report : 

The  Committee  of  the  Agricultural  Society  stated  that  the  interest  in  the 
show  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables  had  very  much  declined  in  their  Society  since  the 
organization  of  our  Society,  and  for  the  purpose  of  reviving  that  interest  and 
of  rendering  their  shows  more  attractive,  they  invited  us  to  unite  our  exhibi- 
bitions  with  theirs,  to  hold  them  at  their  Hall  and  under  their  auspices. 

They  manifested  their  purpose,  if  we  should  decline  the  proposed  union,  to 
offer  generous  premiums  for  the  exhibition  of  Fruits,  Flowers  and  Vegetables, 
and  intimated  their  fears  that  such  competition  might  be  injurious  to  the  wel- 
fare of  our  Society. 

We  freely  and  frankly  conceded  to  them  a  perfect  right  to  offer  any  encour- 
agement to  increase  the  interest  of  their  shows  which  their  wisdom  might  dic- 
tate, and  at  the  same  time  expressed  our  conviction  that  no  injury  would  result 
to  our  Society  from  the  threatened  competition ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  were 
persuaded  that  it  would  operate  rather  as  a  salutary  stimulus  to  our  members 
to  make  greater  exertions  to  improve  the  excellence  of  our  own  shows.  Why 
should  we  fear  the  competition  ? 
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The  Agricultural  Society  had  the  whole  field  to  themselves  for  twenty  or 
more  years  before  the  existence  of  the  Horticultural  Society,  and  what  results 
bave  they  to  show  for  their  labors  so  far  as  the  cultivation  of  Fruits  and  Flowers 
was  concerned?  At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  Horticultural  Society, 
twenty  years  ago,  a  small  supply  of  tolerably  good  Winter  Apples  might  be 
obtained  by  applying  in  season  to  the  farmers.  Very  few  appeared  in  the 
streets  for  sale,  and  the  market  was  as  bare  of  the  finer  kinds  of  Summer 
and  Fall  Apples  as  the  ground  is  of  snow  in  June.  Not  a  peck  of  Pears  could 
be  purchased  during  the  whole  season  which  anybody  now  would  think  fit  for 
any  animal  but  the  pigs.  Mazzard  Cherries  were  offered  in  the  market,  and 
the  red  Canada  Plums  were  tolerably  plenty,  but  not  a  cultivated  Strawberry, 
or  Raspberry,  or  Blackberry,  or  a  Grape  fit  to  be  eaten  could  be  had  for  love 
or  money.  And  as  to  Peaches,  some  of  us  will  remember,  at  the  first  exhibi- 
tion of  our  Society,  that  some  half  a  dozen  plates  of  the  most  miserably  woolly 
Frost  Peaches  were  all  that  Worcester  could  produce  in  that  line.  And,  more- 
over, we  were  dependent  almost  entirely  upon  foreign  contributors  and  wild 
Flowers  for  a  very  passable  show  in  our  Floral  Department. 

What  a  change  you  have  wrought  in  the  last  twenty  years,  through  the 
efforts  of  your  Society  we  need  not  describe.  It  is  familiar  to  you  all.  The  v 
superabundance  of  the  most  luscious  fruits  which  load  our  tables  and  crowd 
our  market,  and  the  profusion  of  beautiful  flowers  which  ornament  our  gar- 
dens and  dwellings,  all  testify  to  the  success  which  has  crowned  your  labors. 
You  have  done  a  great,  a  noble  work,  not  only  in  supplying  the  wants  but  in 
cultivating  and  greatly  improving  the  taste  of  the  whole  community.  We  have 
no  reason  to  fear  any  competition  of  our  respected  and  venerable  neighbor,  the 
Agricultural  Society ;  we  would  rather  bid  them  God  speed  in  their  ambition 
to  rouse  up  the  farmers  to  a  higher  and  better  cultivation  of  the  luxurious  and 
ornamental. 

Theirs  is  the  farmer's  institution,  designed  specially  for  this  useful  and  hon- 
ored class.  Let  them  bring  in  their  Apples  and  Vegetables,  and  if  they  have 
any  of  the  finer  Fruits  and  Flowers,  worthy  of  a  premium,  as  some  of  them 
undoubtedly  have,  let  them  exhibit  them  also  and  take  the  awards  of  their  own 
Society.  They  fairly  and  honestly  belong  to  them  ;  and  their  success  need  be 
no  disparagement  to  the  progress  of  our  own  Society. 

We  have  accomplished  much  in  our  line,  and  without  vanity  or  boasting, 
may  congratulate  ourselves  and  the  community  on  what  we  have  already 
achieved.  But  our  work  is  not  yet  done.  There  is  a  vast  field  for  improve- 
ment yet  open  before  us  ;  let  us  not  cease  from  our  labors  till  we  have  attained 
higher  and  more  fruitful  results. 

The  continued  prosperity  and  usefulness  of  our  Society  must  depend,  of 
course,  upon  the  exertions  and  fidelity  of  its  own  members.  The  honor  of 
taking  the  premiums  of  our  Society  should  be  esteemed  vastly  higher  than  that 
of  taking  them  from  the  institution  of  our  neighbors,  whose  efforts  are  directed 
almost  exclusively  to  the  coarser  productions  of  the  farm,  and  only  secondarily 
to  the  finer  products  of  the  garden.    Common  courtesy,  ever,  as  well  as  profes- 
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sion  and  prestige,  would  seem  to  forbid  the  professed  horticulturist  from  entering 
the  lists  with  the  farmers,  to  take  from  them,  as  he  certainly  would,  the  induce- 
ments offered  by  their  Society  for  improving  their  orchards  and  their  gardens. 

From  the  above  and  various  other  considerations,  your  Committee  are  unan- 
imously and  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  not  promote  the  interest  or 
the  welfare  of  our  Society  to  unite  our  exhibitions  with  the  Agricultural  Society 
at  their  Hall.  We  believe  it  would  be  repugnant  to  the  feelings  and  tastes  of 
most  of  those  who  have  contributed  most  constantly  and  freely  to  our  shows, 
and  of  those,  also,  who  have  graced  them  by  their  presence  during  our  seasons 
of  exhibition,  to  abandon  our  own  beautiful,  and  commodious,  and  easily  acces- 
sible Halls,  and  transfer  our  shows  to  a  place  wanting  in  all  those  facilities  and 
attractions  with  which  we  are  now  so  highly  favored.  It  would  deprive  us  of  all 
those  social  and  happy  reunions  which  have  been  so  highly  prized,  and  have 
never  failed  to  add  pleasure  to  instruction. 

We  appeal,  therefore,  to  the  members  of  this  Society  to  maintain  the  high 
character  it  has  attained,  and  trust  that  no  inducement,  certainly  not  the  offer 
of  a  few  more  pieces  of  silver,  will  cause  them  to  withhold  their  best  contribu- 
tions from  our  tables  at  our  Autumnal  Exhibitions.  The  Committee  propose 
to  the  Trustees  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society  continue  to  hold 
their  Annual  Exhibitions,  as  heretofore,  at  their  own  Halls. 

WILLIAM  WORKMAN,  Chairman. 

Worcester,  March  6,  1861. 

The  question  arising  upon  the  acceptance  of  this  Report,  a  discussion  ensued 
as  to  the  general  policy  of  the  Society,  in  which  Messrs.  D.  Waldo  Lincoln, 
Francis  H.  Dewey,  0.  B.  Hadwen,  Benjamin  Butman,  Samuel  H.  Colton,  Dr. 
William  Workman,  Emory  Banister  and  George  Jaques  (Chairman)  partici- 
pated.   Whereafter  it  was,  upon  motion  of  Francis  H.  Dewey,  Esq.,  unanimously 

Voted,  That  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society  continue  to  hold 
their  Annual  Exhibitions,  as  heretofore,  at  their  own  Hall. 


AUTUMNAL  EXHIBITION. 

At  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  Trustees,  holden  August  9th,  A.  D.  1861,  upon 
motion  of  Frederick  William  Paine,  Esq.,  it  was  unanimously 

Voted,  u  That,  in  consequence  of  the  extreme  lightness  of  the  crop  of  Fruit, 
of  every  species,  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  discontinue  the  Annual  Autumnal 
Exhibition  already  announced. 
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LOCATION  OF  THE  LIBRARY  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  on  the  1st  day  (Wednesday)  of  Jan- 
uary, 1862,  the  subject  of  removal  of  the  Library  to  the  Hall  of  the  Society 
was  introduced,  whereupon  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  D.  Waldo  Lin- 
coln, Emory  Banister  and  Samuel  H.  Colton,  was  appointed  with  authority  to 
consider  and  act  upon  the  whole  subject,  with  final  reference  to  the  Trustees,  if 
deemed  indispensable. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  on  the  29th  January,  1862,  the  Committee 
aforesaid,  through  their  Chairman,  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Esq.,  submitted  the 
following  report : 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  location  of  the 
Library,  as  well  as  the  expediency  of  removing  the  same  to  Horticultural  Hall, 
and  also  of  requiring  it  to  be  kept  there  hereafter,  have  attended  to  their  duty, 
and  report : 

That  they  were  impressed  and  surprised  with  the  completeness  and  great 
value  of  the  Library,  now  containing  many  hundred  volumes,  among  which  are 
works  of  the  most  rare  and  costly  description,  and  which  could  scarcely  be 
replaced  if  lost.* 

For  this  collection,  so  extensive  and  in  such  perfect  condition,  the  Society 
are  under  especial  obligation  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  but  more  par- 
ticularly to  your  present  Librarian,  Clarendon  Harris,  Esq.,  under  whose  faith- 
ful care  and  judicious  management  it  has  grown  to  its  present  importance.  In 
addition  to  his  services  as  Librarian,  Mr.  Harris  has  furnished  a  room  for  safe- 
guard, free  of  rent  and  open  at  all  times  to  the  members  of  the  Society.  Thus 
much  for  the  Library. 

Relative  to  its  use,  the  sole  purpose  for  which  books  are  for  any  value,  the 
Committee  cannot  speak  so  favorably.  A  few  of  the  members  consult  the 
books  in  the  Library  Room,  and  occasionally  take  them  away ;  but  to  the  great 
mass  of  the  members  it  is  not  of  the  slightest  value.  That  its  removal  to  this 
Hall  would  tend  to  increase  its  value  and  general  utility  cannot  admit  of  doubt, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee.  They  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the 
system,  so  long  and  satisfactorily  tested  by  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural 
Society,  can  be  safely  adopted  by  us  without  undue  risk  to  the  security  of  the 
Library,  and  with  very  manifest  advantage  to  the  interests,  high-standing  and 
progress  of  this  Society. 
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One  consideration  of  general  policy,  not  affecting  the  Library,  deserves 
attention.  This  building  constitutes  the  whole  property  of  the  Society,  from 
which  its  revenue  is  derived.  The  value  of  this  Hall,  as  a  place  of  public 
assemblage  and  patronage  depends,  in  some  measure,  upon  the  manner  in 
which  and  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  used.  The  valuable  Library  of  the 
Society,  deposited  here,  if  bringing  with  it  weekly,  or  even  casual,  meetings  of 
the  members,  could  not  fail  to  influence  in  some  degree  the  general  estimation 
of  this  property  by  the  public. 

The  Committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  Library  of  the  Society  be 
removed  to  the  Eastern  Ante-room  in  Horticultural  Hall  ;  that  it  be  placed 
and  kept  in  cases,  to  be  securely  locked  and  screened  from  view  at  all  times 
when  not  in  use ;  that  the  tenants  of  the  Hall  be  required  to  keep  the  Library- 
room  locked  at  all  times  when  the  same  is  not  used  in  connection  with  the  Hall, 
and  that  the  Librarian  be  required  to  be  in  attendance  at  the  Library  on  Sat- 
urday of  each  week,  not  less  than  two  [2]  hours  at  such  time  in  the  day  as 
shall  be  determined  by  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  when  there  are  no  weekly 
exhibitions  on  that  day,  and  when  there  are  weekly  exhibitions  on  Saturday, 
during  the  time  for  holding  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  and  receiv- 
ing books,  &c,  to  and  from  members  of  the  Society ;  that  the  rules  now  in 
force,  relating  to  the  use  of  the  Library,  continue  until  altered,  and  that  the 
Committee  on  the  Library  have  power  to  make  all  needful  regulations  for  the 
safe  keeping  and  use  of  the  books,  subject  at  all  times  to  the  action  of  the 
Trustees. 

All  which,  for  the  Committee,  is  unanimously  submitted. 

(Signed)  D.  WALDO  LINCOLN, 

SAMUEL  H.  COLTON, 
EMORY  BANISTER. 

Worcester,  January  25,  18G2. 

This  report  was  considered  at  two  successive  meetings  of  the  Trustees,  by 
whom  its  recommendation  of  a  transfer  of  the  Library  to  Horticultural  Hall 
was  finally  adopted  on  the  12th  of  February  of  the  same  year.  The  day  for 
opening  the  Library,  as  suggested,  was,  however,  changed ;  Thursday  being 
substituted  for  Saturday. 

The  removal  was  consummated  by  the  27th  of  the  same  month,  since  which 
period  its  use  has  steadily  increased,  and  the  benefit  of  its  new  location  made 
apparent  in  many  ways  not  originally  anticipated. 


1862.]  REPORT  ON  APPLES.  47 

ANNUAL  EXHIBITION,  1862. 


REPORT  ON  APPLES. 

Dr.  Rufus  Woodward,  Chairman;  S.  H.  Allen,  Shrewsbury ;  J.  Emory 
Phelps,  Josiah  Woodward,  Millbury ;  D.  S.  Messinger. 
Apples. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  to  Josiah  L.  Woodward, 

of  Millbury,  $10  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  J.  W.  Keyes,  of  West  Boylston,   8  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Charles  W.  Gleason,  of  Holden,   6  00 

For  the  fourth  best,  to  Sylvanus  Sears,  of  Worcester,   4  00 

For  the  best  six  varieties  of  not  less  than  eight  specimens  each,  to 

O.  B.  Hadwen,  of  Worcester,   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Josiah  G.  Stone,  of  Shrewsbury,   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Samuel  Worcester,  of  Shrewsbury,   2  00 

For  the  best  eight  Gravenstein  Apples,  to  John  C.  Ripley,  of  Wor- 
cester,  1  00 

For  the  best  eight  Porter  Apples,  to  H.  K.  Potter,  of  Grafton,   1  00 

For  the  best  eight  Hubbardston  Nonsuch  Apples,  to  Samuel  A. 

Knox,  of  Grafton,   1  00 

For  the  best  eight  Baldwin  Apples  to  Asa  H.  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,  1  00 
For  the  best  eight  Autumn  Sweet  Apples,  to  Addison  Lovell,  of 

West  Boylston,   1  00 

For  the  best  eight  Winter  Sweet  Apples,  to  Harvey  Dodge,  of  Sut- 
ton, :   1  00 

For  the  best  eight  specimens  of  any  other  variety,  to  D.  B.  Comins, 

of  Worcester,  (Mother),   1  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Charles  Johnson  of  Northborough,   1  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  William  Eames,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

[The  incessant  demand  upon  his  professional  services  prevented  the  devotion 
by  the  Chairman  of  that  time  to  the  preparation  of  an  elaborate  report  which 
he  had  intended.  A  mere  abstract  of  the  premiums  awarded  must  therefore 
suffice.  E.  W.  L.,  Sec] 


REPORT  ON  FLOWERS,  &c,  &c. 

George  Jaques,  Chairman;  T.  K.  Earle,  James  L.  Burbank,  Worcester; 
Jonathan  D.  Wheeler,  Grafton  ;  George  F.  Chandler,  Lancaster. 
The  Committee  respectfully  report : 

That  the  number  of  entries  in  this  attractive  department  of  the  Exhibition 
was  larger  than  it  had  been  for  several  preceding  years.    There  were  twenty- 
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two  contributors,  and  about  two  hundred  and  forty  articles  contributed.  Still, 
but  for  the  commendable  zeal  of  Messrs.  Merrifield,  Salisbury,  and  Grout — 
whose  united  collections  comprised  about  five-sixths  of  the  whole,  and  whose 
plants,  some  two  hundred  in  all,  added  so  very  much  to  the  attractions  of  the 
Exhibition— the  Floral  Department  would  have  been  less  interesting  than  it 
used  to  be  when  the  Society  was  in  its  infancy.  Indeed,  considering  that  the 
season  has  been  as  favorable  as  one  could  wish  for  out-door  cultivation,  the  dis- 
play of  Cut  Flowers,  Bouquets,  &c,  though  excellent  in  the  quality  and  taste- 
ful arrangement  of  most  of  the  articles,  was,  nevertheless,  by  no  means  so  full 
and  rich  as  many  visitors  had  anticipated  that  it  would  be.  In  the  absence  of 
any  apparent  occasion  for  this  deficiency,  the  Committee  would  be  very  reluc- 
tant to  believe  that  a  taste  for  horticulture  is  gradually  becoming  less  promi- 
nent among  the  evidences  of  the  high  civilization  of  our  favored  section  of  the 
country. 

No  extensive  decoration  of  the  Hall  was  attempted,  but  the  continuous 
festoon  of  the  beautiful  indigenous  evergreen — called  the  ground  pine — sus- 
pended from  the  cornice,  and  the  wreaths  and  stars  of  the  same  material  upon 
the  walls  of  the  room,  afforded  to  the  weary  eye  a  chaste  and  grateful  relief,  of 
which  the  absence  would  have  been  severely  felt. 

The  contributors  to  this  department,  as  copied  from  the  Book  of  Entries  for 
Flowers,  were  Mrs.  Rider,  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Brooks,  Ichabod  Washburn,  Mrs. 
Edwin  Morse,  Mrs.  M.  H.  Wheeler,  Mrs.  Edward  Earle,  Stephen  Salisbury, 
Jonathan  Grout,  Miss  Fanny  M.  Lincoln,  Miss  Maria  Fox,  J.  G.  Warren,  Miss 
Fox,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Ripley,  Mrs.  J.  Fawcett,  William  T.  Merrifield,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Winch,  Arba  Pierce,  William  A.  Wheeler,  all  of  Worcester;  Mrs.  S.  D.  Ward, 
of  Shrewsbury ;  E.  M.  Howe,  of  Sterling,  and  Mrs.  Jonas  Brown,  of  Wilkin- 
sonville. 

Of  the  three  collections  of  Green  House  Plants,  that  of  Mr.  William  T. 
Merrifield — seventy-six  plants,  comprising  seventy-five  varieties — was  a  truly 
magnificent  exhibition.  Among  many  other  rare  and  valuable  exotics,  his 
collection  contained  the  Croton  Pictum,  Croton  Variegata,  Hoya  Picta,  Pavetta 
Borbonica,  Ficus  Elasticus  (India  Rubber  plant),  Sago  Palm,  Ananesia 
Strieta,  &c. 

Mr.  Salisbury's  collection — sixty-five  plants — contained  many  of  the  same 
that  were  in  Mr.  Merrifield's ;  also,  several  superb  Fuschias,  Geraniums,  Bego- 
nias, four  varieties  of  Caladium,  the  curious  Pitcher  plant,  a  plant  of  the 
famous  Sea  Island  Cotton,  &c. 

Among  the  fifty -eight  plants  in  pots,  exhibited  by  Jonathan  Grout,  were 
twenty-four  varieties  of  Verbenas,  nineteen  Fuschias,  six  Begonias,  &c. 

What  few  Cut  Flowers  were  exhibited,  were  in  general  tastefully  arranged, 
although  not  always  in  accordance  with  that  harmony  of  colors  which  is  so 
easily  destroyed  by  the  too  near  proximity  of  discordant  tints.  There  were 
only  one  or  two  Bouquets,  except  those  which  received  a  premium. 

Two  tastefully  arranged  Floral  Designs,  sent  in  by  Mrs.  S.  D.  Ward,  of 
Shrewsbury,  representing  the  one  an  urn,  the  other  a  shield  of  the  United 
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States,  were  the  only  specimens  of  this  work  in  the  Exhibition.  The  thanks 
of  the  Society  are  due  to  Mrs.  Ward  for  both  of  these  beautiful  compositions 
which,  for  their  design  and  ingenious  execution,  elicited  much  deserved  com- 
mendation. 

Fifteen  single  specimens  of  as  many  different  varieties  of  beautiful  roses 
were  exhibited  by  Jonathan  Grout ;  but  there  were  hardly  any  other  representa- 
tives in  the  hall  of  that  garden  queen,  which  still  as  of  yore, 

"  Return  the  sweets,  by  nature  given, 
In  softest  incense  back  to  Heaven." 

Of  Asters,  fine  stands  were  exhibited  by  William  A.  Wheeler  and  Mrs. 
Edward  Earle. 

Dahlias  in  many  varieties,  among  them  several  of  the  pretty  dwarf  species, 
were  shown  by  different  contributors.  Many  very  fine  Verbenas  were  also 
noticed  among  the  different  collections. 

After  carefully  examining  and  comparing  the  merits  of  the  several  articles 
exhibited  in  the  Floral  Department,  the  Committee  unanimously  agreed  to 
recommend  the  following  award  of  premiums : 

Plants. — For  the  largest  and  best  display,  to  William  T.  Merrifield,....$10  00 


For  the  second  best,  to  Stephen  Salisbury,   5  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Jonathan  Grout,   2  00 

Cut  Flowers. — For  the  largest  and  best  display,  to  Mrs.  John  C.  Ripley,  3  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Miss  Fanny  M.  Lincoln,   1  00 

Bouquets. — For  the  best  pair,  to  Miss  Fanny  M.  Lincoln,   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Arba  Pierce,   1  00 

Floral  Design. — For  the  best,  to  Mrs.  S.  D.  Ward,  of  Shrewsbury,....  3  00 

Roses. — For  the  best  display,  to  Jonathan  Grout,   2  00  . 

Asters. — For  the  best  display,  to  Ichabod  Washburn,   1  00 

Dahlias. — For  the  best  display,  to  Mrs.  Jonas  Brown,   1  00 

Verbenas. — For  the  best  display,  to  Jonathan  Grout,   1  00 


GEORGE  JAQUES,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  GRAPES,  PEACHES,  &c,  &c. 

Edwin  Conant,  Chairman;  Jonathan  Grout,  E.  S.  Stebbins,  of  Wor- 
cester; F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton  ;  J.  EL  Moore,  of  Charlton. 

The  Committee  on  Grapes  and  other  articles  not  specially  assigned  to  other 
committees,  have  attended  to  their  duties,  and  respectively  report  that  they 
found  upon  the  Society's  tables  seventy-nine  parcels  of  the  delightful  fruit  of 
the  vine,  from  twenty-four  contributors. 

They  had  no  difficulty  in  the  assignment  of  the  three  largest  premiums  offered 
by  the  Society,  whether  as  concerning  the  comparative  or  absolute  merits  of 
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the  competing  collections  ;  for  the  quality  of  these  fruits  was  of  such  char- 
acter that  the  number  of  varieties  in  the  several  instances  was  decisive. 

They  awarded,  for  the  largest  and  best  collection  grown  under  glass,  the 
premium  of  $8.00  to  Mr.  William  T.  Merrifield,  of  Worcester,  for  his  collection 
of  fourteen  varieties,  consisting  of  Hamburg  Victoria,  Black  Hamburg,  Golden 
Chasselas,  Tokay,  Syrian,  White  Nice,  White  Sweetwater,  Wilmarth's  Ham- 
burg, New  Black  — — ,  Grizzly  Frontignac,  Early  White  Malvasia,  Muscat  of 
Alexandria,  Muscat  Blanc  Hatif  and  Constantia  of  Zante, 

To  particularize  the  merits  of  these  varieties  might  be  invidious,  not  only  as 
between  competitors,  but  also  as  between  the  varieties  themselves.  For  it  is 
difficult  to  ayoid  attributing  what  almost  amounts  to  a  personality,  in  their 
excellence,  to  the  different  fruits  of  this  class,  produced  by  their  several 
exhibitors. 

To  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster  of  Worcester,  was  awarded  the  premium  of  $6.00,  for 
the  second  best  collection  grown  under  glass,  consisting  of  Black  Hamburg, 
Wilmarth's  No.  16,  Royal  Muscadine,  Victoria  Hamburg,  aud  Gras  Bleu. 

The  premium  of  $3.00  was  assigned  to  John  C.  Mason,  Esq.,  of  Worcester, 
for  the  third  best  collection  grown  under  glass,  brought  forward  by  his  gardner, 
Mr.  William  Morgan,  and  consisting  of  Syrian  and  a  noble  profusion  ot  Black 
Hamburg. 

As  regards  the  Worcester  cultivators  of  all  classes  of  Grapes,  it  may  be 
proper  to  observe  that  the  disastrous  hail-storm  in  August  was  fatal  to  the 
hopes  and  labors  of  several  of  them,  injurious  to  many  others,  and  has  probably 
effected  a  considerable  reduction  of  the  number  of  contributors. 

The  specific  premiums  for  Native  Grapes  were  awarded  as  follows  : 
Grapes. — For  the  best  specimens  of  well-ripened  Isabella,  to  Mr.  E.  D. 

Batchelder,  of  North  Brookfield,   $2  00 

For  Concord,  do.,  to  Edward  Earle,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  Diana,  do.,  to  J.  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville,   2  00 

For  Hartford  Prolific,  do.,  to  S.  H.  Colton,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

A  large  variety  of  other  Native  Grapes  were  exhibited,  one  of  which,  the 
Blackstone,  is  reputed  as  of  decided  merit  for  making  wine.  It  was  exhibited 
by  Messrs.  Edwin  Draper,  of  Worcester,  and  Charles  Johnson  of  Northborough. 

Another  large  and  handsome  grape,  exhibited  by  Mrs.  M.  H.  Wheeler,  of 
Worcester,  is  noticeable  as  being  the  product  of  a  vine  at  least  one  hundred 
years  old.  The  enormous  size  of  the  main  trunk  of  this  vine  is  the  wonder  of 
its  neighborhood. 

The  premium  of  $2.00  for  the  best  Native  Grape  worthy  of  cultivation,  was 
awarded  to  F.  H.  Dewey,  Esq.,  of  Worcester,  for  the  Delaware,  and  that  of 
$1.00  for  the  second  best,  to  Mr.  Joseph  Lovell,  of  Worcester,  for  the  Early 
Northern  Muscadine.  ' 

In  assigning  the  premium  to  the  Delaware,  the  Committee  felt  justified  in 
assuming  that  the  question  of  its  nativity  is  substantially  settled  by  pomolo- 
gists,  while  its  intrinsic  merits  are  not  disputed,  and  its  character  for  produc- 
tiveness, hardiness  and  early  ripening  seemed  sufficiently  established  to  warrant 
the  award  of  the  Committee. 
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There  were  forty-one  parcels  of  Peaches  from  fourteen  contributors.  Several 
of  these  fruits  were  of  rare  excellence. 
The  premiums  were  assigned  as  follows  : 

Peaches. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  consisting  of  Sugar  Rare- 
ripe, Lemon  Freestone,  Late  Crawford,  Early  Crawford,  Yellow 
Rareripe,  Norcross  Seedling,  Large  Clingstone,  Rareripe,  Mary- 
land Seedling  and  Seedling,  to  Mr.  Asa  H.  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,  $4  00 

For  his  Crawford's  Early,  (being  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  one 

variety),  to  0.  B.  Had  wen,  of  Worcester,   3  00 

For  his  Seedling,  being  the  second  best,  to  Samuel  P.  Harrington, 

of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  his  Crawford's  Early,  third  best,  to  Josiah  G.  Stone,  of  Shrews- 
bury,  1  00 

Seven  dishes  of  Plums  were  offered  by  four  exhibitors.  Some  of  these  were 
valuable  and  well-known  varieties.  Others  were  styled  Seedlings.  The  Com- 
mittee found  no  premium  in  the  printed  list  offered  for  this  class  of  fruits,  and 
they  have  not  ventured  to  recommend  gratuities. 

Only  one  dish  of  Quinces  was  exhibited.  Certainly  this  fruit  is  still  in  high 
repute,  the  annual  demand  for  it  is  large,  and  the  Committee  express  the  hope 
that  cultivators  will  not  abandon  it.  It  is  supposed  that  the  stock  of  trees  in 
the  gardens  is  nearly  worn  out,  and  that  new  ones  are  required.  The  market 
this  year  affords  scarcely  any,  and  a  renewed  supply  could  hardly  fail  to  afford 
a  profit. 

Mrs.  C.  Goddard,  of  Worcester,  exhibited  very  beautiful  accurate  colored 
Wax  Models  of  pears,  peaches,  grapes,  &c,  exhibiting  remarkable  skill  in  this 
beautiful  art  of  copying  the  choice  products  of  cultivation. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  proper  to  remark  that  in  the  necessary  absence  of  two 
of  this  Committee,  the  work  was  performed  by  the  remaining  majority,  and 
that  they  were  unanimous  in  all  the  conclusions  set  forth  in  this  report. 

On  Thursday,  the  18th  inst.,  the  Committee  found  upon  the  tables  a  choice 
and  beautiful  assortment  of  Peaches,  most  generously  presented  to  the  Society 
by  Mr.  Charles  H.  May,  of  Woodstock,  Conn.,  and  consisting  of  Crawford's 
Early,  Grosse  Mignonne,  Teton  de  Venus,  Coolidge's  Favorite,  George  IV., 
Red  Rareripe,  Early  York,  Red  Velvet,  Crawford's  Late,  Snow  Peach,  Mala- 
coton,  Seedling,  Late  Rareripe  and  Nutmeg  Peach. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to 
Mr.  May  for  his  very  valuable  present  of  Peaches,  and  further  that  a  gratuity 
of  $2.00  be  paid  to  him  for  the  same. 

Mr.  S.  P.  Harrington,  of  Worcester,  presented  two  bottles  of  choice  Wine, 
five  years  old,  one  of  Native  Grape  and  one  of  Elderberry.  If  the  Society  do 
not  find  these  bottles  full,  the  Committee  can  vouch  that  they  (the  bottles,  not 
the  Committee,)  have  been  so. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EDWIN  CONANT,  Chairman. 

Worcester,  September  26,  1862. 
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REPORT  ON  PEARS. 
F.  H.  Dewey,  Chairman;  Henry  Phelps,  0.  B.  Hadwen,  Emory  Banis- 
ter, of  Worcester  ;  E.  F.  Daniels,  of  Oxford. 

The  Committee  on  Pears  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 
The  exhibitions  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society  have  for  years 
justly  been  a  source  of  pride  to  its  members.  The  Pears  have  ever  been  a 
feature  in  the  exhibition.  An  examination  of  the  offerings  of  the  present 
year  affords  ample  evidence  that  the  interest  in  the  cultivation  of  this  valuable 
fruit  is  unabated. 

The  number  of  contributors  was  large,  and  the  specimens  of  many  varieties 
showed  a  marked  improvement  over  former  years.  The  Committee,  before 
examining  the  claims  of  the  different  competitors,  decided  to  adopt  what  they 
believed  to  be  the  true  rule,  that  the  largest  collection  is  not  necessarily  the 
best,  but  that  that  should  be  regarded  as  the  best  collection  which  contains  the 
finest  specimens  of  the  largest  number  of  approved  varieties  ;  for  while  nurse- 
rymen and  large  cultivators  will  continue  to  introduce  new  varieties,  the  number 
is  already  so  large  that  it  seems  more  desirable  that  the  Society  should  aid  in 
the  selection  and  encourage  the  cultivation  of  well  tested  and  approved  fruit. 

The  Committee  awarded  the  premiums  as  follows  : 
Pears. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection  of  not  less  than  three  speci- 
mens each,  110  varieties,  to  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  of  Worcester,. ...$10  00 


For  the  second  largest  do.,  do.,  to  S.  H.  Colton,  of  Worcester,   8  00 

For  the  best  twenty  varieties  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each, 

to'' John  C.  Ripley,  of  Worcester,   8  00 

For  the  second  best  do.,  to  Benjamin  Butman,  of  Worcester,   6  00 

For  the  best  ten  varieties  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each,  to 

E.  S.  Stebbins,  of  Worcester,   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  T.  K.  Earle,  of  Worcester,   4  00 

For  the  best  six  varieties  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each,  to 

Jonathan  Grout,  of  Worcester,   4  00 

For  the  second  best  do.,  do.,  to  Charles  Johnson,  of  Northborough,  2  00 
For  the  best  twenty-four  Seckel  Pears,  to  John  S.  Clark,  of  Wor- 
cester,  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Bartlett,  not  offered  for  a  special  premium,  to 

Benjamin  Butman,  of  Worcester,     2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Bosc,  to  Edwin  Draper,  of  Worcester,...  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Flemish  Beauty,  to  S.  D.  Hall,  of  Grafton,   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  d'Anjou,  to  E.  D.  Batchelder,  of  North 

Brookfield,   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  to  George  M.  Rice,  of 

Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Montgeron,  to  S.  V.  Stone,  of  Worcester,  2  00 
Gratuities. — For  his  Sheldon  Pears,  to  John  Milton  Earle,  of  Worces- 
ter,  1  00 

For  his  Seckel  Pears,  to  Josiah  G.  Stone,  of  Shrewsbury,   1  00 
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There  were  numerous  competitors  whose  contributions  were  specially  worthy 
of  commendation,  if  the  limits  of  this  report  admitted.    The  collection  of  John 
M.  Earle  is  entitled  to  notice  on  account  of  containing  the  largest  number  of 
varieties.    It  should  be  stated  that,  by  the  rule  no  separate  premium  could 
be  awarded  for  any  plate  of  Pears,  when  the  collection  of  which  it  was  a  part, 
had  received  a  premium.    In  several  cases  the  premiums  for  separate  varieties 
were  awarded  when  the  specimens  were  not  equal  to  those  in  premium  collec- 
tions.    Having  discharged,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  the  ordinary  duty  of 
the  Committee,  in  attempting  to  discriminate  where  the  difference  is  slight,  we 
find  by  the  liberality  of  the  Trustees,  the  extraordinary  duty  of  awarding  the 
special  premium  of  twenty-five  dollars  offered  for  the  twelve  best  Bartlett  Pears 
grown  by  the  contributor  in  the  County  of  Worcester.    There  were  12  entries 
made  for  the  premium,  the  names  of  the  competitors  then  unknown  to  the 
Committee.    An  attractive  collection  it  was,  showing  how  much  high  cultiva- 
tion can  do.     The  Bartlett,  always  popular,  pleasant  to  the  eye  and  taste, 
encouraging  the  new  beginner  by  bearing  early  and  full,  seemed  to  have 
become  aroused  by  the  preference  shown  in  the  offering  of  this  special  pre- 
mium as  its  award,  and  not  satisfied  with  an  unusual  swell,  enlarging  his 
rotundity,  had  also  elongated  himself  to  an  unheard  of  extent.    All  the  entries 
for  this  premium  were  deserving  of  praise,  but  there  were  two  plates,  numbered 
16  and  20,  between  which  the  contest  evidently  lay.     They  each  presented 
strong  points;  they  were  evidently  both  of  great  weight.     No.  16  contained 
four  Pears  superior  in  size  to  any  of  No.  20.    The  twelve  Pears  of  No.  16 
weighed  8  pounds  and  1  ounce.    The  twelve  Pears  of  No.  20  weighed  7  pounds 
and  12  ounces.    While  no  single  Pears  of  this  plate  were  equal  in  size  to 
some  of  No.  16,  yet  they  were  of  more  uniform  size  and  superior  in  fairness 
and  color.    Had  there  been  a  great  difference  in  the  weight,  the  Committee 
would  have  been  governed  by  that,  but  the  difference  of  only  five  ounces  in 
one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  ounces,  we  thought  was  balanced  by  the  greater 
uniformity  and  fairness  of  the  others  ;  and  after  much  consideration,  the  Com- 
mittee being  unable  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  result  as  to  the  superior  merits 
of  either,  decided  to  recommend  the  division  of  the  premium  :  $12.50  to  John 
C.  Ripley,  No.  16;  $12.50  to  E.  S.  Stebbens,  No.  20— with  the  recommenda- 
tion that  a  further  trial  of  their  respective  merits  shall  take  place  at  the  next 
Annual  Exhibition. 

It  should  be  added  to  the  report  that  after  the  announcement  of  the  premi- 
ums, Mr.  Ripley  and  Mr.  Stebbens,  with  great  liberality,  relinquished  their 
special  premium,  in  order  that  it  might  be  competed  for  by  all  members  at  the 
next  Annual  Exhibition. 

F.  H.  DEWEY,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Chairman ;  Alonzo  Hill,  Henry  R.  Keith,  Joseph 
Boyden,  0.  B.  Hadwen. 

The  Committee  respectfully  report : 

The  Society,  not  less  than  this  Committee,  will  notice  with  regret  the  absence 
from  the  service  of  this  Committee  of  the  distinguished  cultivator  originally 
designated  as  the  Chairman.  John  C.  Jaques  deserves  the  respectful  remem- 
brance of  the  Society  as  an  active  and  judicious  promoter  of  its  objects. 
Though  he  shrank  from  public  observation,  and  was  averse  to  personal  display, 
he  was  known  by  all  his  associates  as  a  careful  observer,  an  independent  thinker 
and  a  useful  man.  It  is  sad  to  consider  that  this  fruitful  life  was  removed  at 
its  maturity,  just  at  the  period  when  it  had  blossomed  to  brighter  hopes  and 
higher  satisfactions. 

The  department  of  Culinary  Vegetables  is  very  small,  and  as  a  whole,  it  is 
not  of  a  superior  character.  Your  Committee  can  suggest  no  sufficient  reason 
for  this  deficiency,  at  a  time  when  the  necessity  of  enlarging  the  production  of 
articles  of  food  most  important  to  health  and  vigor,  must  be  apparent  to  every 
man  who  loves  his  country  or  himself. 

The  number  of  contributors  is  12,  of  specimens  122.  In  last  year's  exhibi- 
tion the  contributors  were  27,  the  specimens  226.  The  premium  of  $10.00  is 
awarded  to  Mr.  S.  P.  Champney,  of  Grafton,  for  the  largest  and  best  collection 
of  Vegetables.  This  contains  forty-eight  articles,  among  which  most  excellent 
specimens  of  Hubbard  Squash  were  highly  praised.  Mr.  Champney  also 
exhibited  specimens  of  agricultural  Grains,  and  of  tall  and  perfect  plants  of 
Grasses,  which  were  worthy  of  attention. 

To  Harvey  Dodge,  of  Sutton,  is  awarded  the  premium  of  $8.00  for  the 
second  best  collection  of  Vegetables,  containing  twenty-nine  varieties.  In  this 
was  a  fine  specimen  of  the  Winningstadt  Cabbage,  which  is  recommended  by  one 
of  your  Committee  as  the  best  Cabbage  for  eating  in  an  uncooked  state,  and 
nearly  as  good  as  Celery.  His  beautiful  Onions  of  some  kinds  are  from  a 
field  of  three  acres.  Mr.  Dodge  states  that  his  average  crops  of  Onions  for 
the  last  ten  years  has  been  four  hundred  and  eighty  bushels,  and  his  average 
crop  of  Cabbages  was  eight  thousand  of  Oxheart  and  Winningstadt,  and  four 
thousand  of  Drumhead. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  no  collection  of  Vegetables  deserved  the 
premiums  offered  for  the  third  best  and  fourth  best.  To  E.  F.  Champney, 
aged  eleven  years,  of  Grafton,  is  awarded  the  premium  of  $2.00  offered  for  the 
largest  and  best  collection  of  Vegetables,  grown  exclusively  by  boys  not  over 
fifteen  years  of  age.  Master  Champney's  collection  of  twenty-one  specimens 
was  good.  It  is  pleasant  to  see  a  son  following  the  good  works  of  his  father, 
with  so  much  of  taste  and  skill.  It  is  an  example  worthy  of  distinguished 
notice  and  more  frequent  imitation. 

A  premium  of  $2.00  is  awarded  to  George  G.  Burbank  for  fine  specimens  of 
the  Boston  Marrow  Squash.    A  premium  of  $1.00  for  the  best  Winter  Squash 
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of  a  variety  not  named  in  the  premium  list  is  awarded  to  Stephen  Salisbury  for 
his  specimens  of  the  English  Mammoth  Vegetable  Marrow.  This  Squash  is 
early  and  very  prolific,  and  the  pulp  is  sweet,  delicate  and  light  colored,  and 
excellent  for  pies  as  well  as  eating  with  meats.  Charles  Hersey  brought  in 
long  after  the  time  of  entry  and  examination  of  the  Committee,  very  large 
specimens  named  Marrow  Squash,  which  are  suspected  to  be  some  cross  of 
the  Boston  Marrow  Squash. 

A  premium  of  $1.00  is  awarded  to  Asa  H.  Allen  of  Shrewsbury,  for  the  best 
three  Cabbages. 

To  Joseph  Lovell,  of  Worcester,  is  awarded  a  premium  of  $1.00  for  the  best 
twelve  ears  of  Sweet  Corn.  Mr.  Lovell's  Corn  is  beautiful,  and  its  full  and 
close  rows  present  so  distinctly  the  idea  of  indivisible  union  that  the  Committee 
think  no  one  would  object  to  the  patriotic  red,  white  and  blue  with  which  he 
adorns  it.  A  premium  of  $1.00  for  the  best  twelve  Tomatoes  was  awarded  to 
Stephen  Salisbury  for  his  Perfected  Tomatoes.  This  variety  has  the  advantage 
of  more  solid  pulp,  fewer  seeds,  and  a  smooth,  round  form,  than  the  common 
Tomatoes.  Mr.  Salisbury  also  exhibited  Sutton's  Tomatoes,  resembling  the 
Perfected  in  all  respects  except  smaller  size  and  earlier  ripening. 

There  were  presented  by  C.  F.  Allen  of  Worcester,  Golden  Pumpkins  ;  by 
Jonathan  Grout,  one  root  of  Celery;  by  Addison  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston,  a 
plate  of  Meadow  Cranberries ;  by  Charles  Richardson,  of  Worcester,  Toma- 
toes ;  and  by  Stephen  Salisbury,  Eastham  Cabbages  and  Roman  Emperor 
Cucumbers.  Each  of  these  six  specimens  is  recommended  to  the  attention  of 
the  Society.  The  Committee  can  award  no  premiums  to  these  contributors. 
By  order  of  the  Committee, 

S.  SALISBURY,  Chairman. 

Worcester,  September  26,  1862. 
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REPORT  OF  EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN,  Secretary. 

January  8,  A,  D.  1863. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Worcester  Comity  Horticultural  Society : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  holden  upon  the  12th  day  of  February,  A.  D., 
1862,  it  was  voted  to  accept  the  Report  of  the  Special  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  removing  the  Library  of  the  Society  to  Horticul- 
tural Hall,  and  to  empower  the  "  Committee  on  the  Library  to  effect  such 
removal  at  their  best  discretion  ;"  and,  by  subsequent  action  of  the  Trustees, 
Messrs.  Jonathan  Grout,  Clarendon  Harris,  D.  Waldo  Lincoln  and  George 
Jaques,  were  constituted  the  u  Committee  on  the  Library/'  By  their  labors  the 
work  of  transferring  the  books  and  cases  was  safely  and  speedily  accomplished. 

The  Librarian,  Clarendon  Harris,  Esq.,  who  had  discharged  the  duties  of 
his  office  for  so  many  years  with  singular  efficiency  and  fidelity,  finding  it 
impossible  to  continue  in  that  position  in  the  new  locality,  greatly  to  the  regret 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  resigned  his  place.  At  the  request  of  the  Committee, 
the  Secretary  consented  to  assume  the  office,  and  by  so  doing,  it  has  become 
his  duty  to  submit  to  the  Trustees  a  report  of  the  present  condition  of  the 
Library  in  itself  and  as  affected  by  its  change  of  location. 

The  condition  of  the  volumes  is  most  satisfactory.  Being  mostly  neatly  and 
strongly  bound,  it  would  seem  that  the  most  ordinary  care  should  suffice  to 
preserve  them  from  injury.  That  measure  of  precaution,  coupled  with  the 
good  taste  inseparable  from  membership  of  the  Society,  has  amply  availed  ; 
and  it  is  believed  that  few  equal  collections  of  books  can  be  shown,  which  have 
been  gathered  together  so  long,  where  so  little  actual  damage  is  visible. 

But  little  has  been  done  to  augment  the  collection  upon  the  shelves,  beyond 
the  acceptance  of  such  donations  as  friendship  or  the  sympathy  of  a  congenial 
taste  might  proffer.  Of  those  purchased,  the  entire  list  may  be  briefly  recited  : 
Journal  of  Horticulture,  1  vol.  quarto  ;  Florist,  1  vol.  8vo.;  Loudon's  Encyclo- 
paedia of  Plants,  edition  of  1855,  1  vol.  8vo.;  Revue  Horticole,  1861,  1  vol. 
8vo.;  Open-Air  Grape  Culture  (Phin.),  1862,  1  vol.  12mo. 

And  the  following  were  donations  :  American  Farmer's  New  and  Universal 
Hand  Book,  from  D.  Waldo  Lincoln ;  Harris  on  Insects,  new  and  illustrated 
edition  of  1862,  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  ;  Agricultural 
Report,  Patent  office,  1860,  from  D.  P.  Holloway,  Esq. ;  Mechanical  Report, 
do.,  1860,  from  Hon.  Charles  Sumner;  Agricultural  Report,  do.,  1861,  from 
D.  P.  Holloway,  Esq. ;  Transactions  New  York  State  Agricultural  Society, 
1860,  from  C.  L.  Flint,  Esq.;  Transactions  California  do.,  1859,  from  J.  D. 
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Baldwin,  Esq. ;  Transactions  Rhode  Island  Society  for  encouraging  Domestic 
Industry,  two  pamphlets,  from  Clarendon  Harris,  Esq.  5  Ninth  Annual  Report 
Massachusetts  Board  of  Agriculture,  1861,  from  Charles  L.  Flint,  Esq.;  Fifth 
Annual  Report  of  Commissioners  Central  Park,  N.  Y.,  1862,  from  F.  W. 
Paine,  Esq.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Library  has  but  slightly  increased  in 
the  mere  number  of  volumes.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  works 
devoted  to  any  one  special  subject  of  human  investigation  or  taste,  are  quite 
limited.  Most  writers  upon  horticulture,  as  upon  cognate  pursuits,  publish  the 
fruits  of  their  researches  in  the  periodicals  of  the  day,  whose  regular  issue 
enables  an  author  to  keep  his  views  in  all  their  freshness  steadily  before  the 
public  mind.  Of  Horticultural  Magazines,  it  is  believed  that  we  have  a  suffici- 
ency. But  it  is  not  doubted  that  much  might  be  done,  by  the  active  and  cor- 
dial co-operation  of  members,  to  secure  by  donation  many  valuable  and  desir- 
able accessions  to  our  collection.  Beyond  such  individual  aid,  the  undersigned 
can  only  advise  a  continuance  of  the  present  method,  by  which  the  permanent 
development  of  the  Library  is  certainly,  if  somewhat  slowly,  ensured.  It  is 
still  less  likely  than  heretofore  that  many  books  will  be  published  which  it  will 
be  indispensable  to  procure  by  purchase. 

By  a  comparison  of  the  record  for  the  past  year  with  that  of  its  predeces- 
sors, it  will  be  found  that  the  advantages  of  the  library  have  been  more  gen- 
erally improved  since  its  transfer  to  Horticultural  Hall.  Prior  to  that  event 
there  had  been,  with  the  exception  of  a  single  year,  a  steady  and  progressive 
diminution  in  the  number  of  volumes  taken  out  by  members.  In  1858  the 
number  was  75;  in  1859,  42  ;  in  1860,  72  5  in  1861,  64;  and  from  Feb.  27th, 
1862,  114.  In  addition,  the  books  in  the  Library  have  been  extensively  used 
for  consultation  and  reference  during  the  weekly  meetings. 

The  Committee  upon  the  subject  of  a  re-location  of  the  library,  in  their  report, 
made  use  of  the  following  argument : 

"  One  consideration  of  general  policy,  not  affecting  the  Library,  deserves 
attention.  This  building  constitutes  the  whole  property  of  the  Society,  from 
which  its  revenue  is  derived.  The  value  of  this  Hall,  as  a  place  of  public 
assemblage  and  patronage  depends,  in  some  measure,  upon  the  manner  in 
which  and  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  used.  The  valuable  Library  of  the 
Society  deposited  here,  if  bringing  with  it  weekly,  or  even  casual,  meetings  of 
the  members,  could  not  fail  to  influence,  in  some  degree,  the  general  estima- 
tion of  this  property  by  the  public." 

These  anticipations,  it  is  but  simple  truth  to  say,  have  been  more  than  real- 
ized. For,  simultaneous  with  the  removal  of  the  Library  and  its  permanent 
location  in  the  Hall  of  the  Society,  a  system  of  voluntary  weekly  exhibitions  of 
Flowers  and  Fruits  was  commenced,  which  has  been  continued  with  marked 
success  to  the  present  day.  These  exhibitions,  dating  from  the  27th  day  of 
February,  1862,  sometimes  rendered  instructive  by  discussions  and  by  the  state- 
ment of  matured  experience,  were  almost  invariably  illustrated  by  the  display 
and  actual  trial  of  a  great  variety  of  Fruits,  whether  of  the  better-known  sorts, 
or  of  the  newer  and  rarer  species.     Our  larger  cultivators,  from  their  well- 
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stocked  green-houses  early  afforded  lavish  contributions.  A  report  which  the 
Secretary,  by  some  happy  chance,  was  inspired  to  prepare  for  the  press,  first 
attracted  public  attention,  and  the  visits  of  those  not  members,  thus  induced, 
grew  more  constant  with  the  steadily  augmenting  value  of  the  exhibitions.  As 
he  observed  the  benefit  that  resulted  from  publicity,  the  Secretary  has  contin- 
ued, at  no  slight  personal  inconvenience,  to  make  weekly  reports  of  the  succes- 
sive displays  for  insertion  in  the  columns  of  the  Massachusetts  Spy.  In  this 
way  we  were  enabled  to  add  to  the  roll  of  our  membership,  which  had  remained 
stationary  for  years,  if  not  even  retrograding.  Of  eighteen  members,  admitted 
to  the  Society  within  the  official  term  of  the  Secretary,  at  least  two-thirds 
became  such  upon  the  occasion  of  their  presence  at  these  weekly  exhibitions. 
So  that,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  the  Society  has  been  more  than  remu- 
nerated for  the  cost  of  re-locating  the  Library,  were  such  compensation  of 
essential  account. 

It  may  be  advisable,  if  only  for  future  reference,  to  recapitulate  the  entries 
of  Flowers,  Fruits,  &c,  which  added  so  much  to  the  interest  and  value  of  those 
weekly  reunions : 

The  entries  of  exotic  Fruits  were  21  ;  Strawberries,  29  ;  Cherries,  Currants, 
Grapes,  Gooseberries,  &c,  98  ;  Apples,  160  5  Pears,  512  ;  Flowers,  Plants,  &c, 
632.    Total,  1443. 

This  large  aggregate  will  appear  even  more  surprising,  when  it  is  considered 
in  its  proper  relation  to  the  fact  that  the  whole  number  of  entries,  at  our  largest 
Annual  Exhibition  (that  of  1862),  was  2172.  It  is  thus  made  manifest  to 
what  a  sum  the  occasional  contributions  of  members  may  amount,  when  it  is 
ascertained  that  they  exceed  two-thirds  of  that  collection,  upon  which  was 
expended  the  whole  force  of  the  Society,  and  the  co-operation  of  every  indi- 
vidual whom  that  Society  has  enrolled. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN, 

Secretary  and  Acting  Librarian. 
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REMARKS  OF  GEORGE  JAQUES,  Esq.,  President 

On  the  occasion  of  the  Awarding  of  the  Premiums  of  the  Wor- 
cester County  Horticultural  Society,  on  Thursday  evening,  Sept. 
17,  1863. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society: 

The  hour  for  the  reading  of  the  reports  of  the  several  Committees  has  arrived. 
But  before  the  Chairmen  of  these  Committees  make  known  to  you  the  results  of 
their  examinations,  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  congratulate  you  on 
the  success  of  the  present  Annual  Exhibition.  Were  I  to  pronounce  this  display 
of  Fruits  and  Flowers  to  be  one  ot  the  most  chaste  and  beautiful  to  which  the 
Society  has  ever  invited  the  public,  I  should  but  repeat  what  I  have  several 
times  heard  to-day.  But  as  a  comparison  between  one  of  your  exhibitions  and 
another  is  not  always  easy  to  be  made,  I  think  it  better  to  say  that  there  is  now 
in  this  Hall  a  fuller  representation  of  all  the  most  valuable  Fruits  and  Vegeta- 
bles, with  a  smaller  proportion  of  the  worthless  sorts,  than  there  ever  was 
before.  That  the  Floral  Department  of  this  Exhibition  surpasses  what  we 
have  had,  on  any  former  occasion,  is  quite  beyond  dispute. 

It  is  now  twenty-three  years  since  the  preliminary  steps  were  taken  toward 
the  formation  of  this  Society.  Those  who  remember  the  condition  of  Horti- 
culture in  Central  Massachusetts  then,  in  1840,  contrasted  with  what  we  may 
well  be  proud  of  now,  in  1863,  will  hardly  accuse  me  of  extravagance  in  assert- 
ing that  the  progress  which  we  have  made  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 
is  greater  and  of  more  value  than  all  that  horticultural  science  and  industry 
had  previously  accomplished  here  since  the  wolf  and  savage  prowled  over  the 
grounds  where  all  this  profusion  of  beauty  around  you  was  grown. 

Leaving  out  of  the  account  the  Pears  and  Flowers  which  were  contributed 
by  gentlemen  of  Boston  and  its  vicinity,  the  one  solitary  dish  of  Peaches  pre- 
sented by  an  enterprising  individual,  and  a  very  few  quite  ordinary  Vegetables, 
your  first  exhibition  comprised  little  else  than  a  meagre  but  confused  collection 
of  Apples  and  Pears,  of  which  only  a  very  small  number  were  designated 
correctly  by  name. 

Without  including  the  splendid  products  of  green-house  cultivation  before 
you,  your  tables  are  now  laden  with  most  beautiful  specimens  of  almost  all  the 
valuable  varieties  of  Fruits  and  Flowers  which  are  known  in  the  world  and 
which  our  climate  or  the  season  of  the  year  will  admit  of  being  here.  These 
Pomological  and  Floral  attractions  no  longer  gratify  the  eye  merely ;  but,  as 
they  are  now  exhibited,  labelled  with  their  true  names,  any  one  desiring  the 
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information  can  ascertain  all  lie  wishes  to  know  about  them,  by  consulting  the 
publications  to  be  found  in  your  Library  or  elsewhere.  Your  first  effort,  in  so 
far  as  the  articles  were  contributed  from  your  own  resources,  was  but  a  meagre 
and  meaningless  show ;  your  more  recent  Annual  Exhibitions  have  been  not 
only  among  the  most  brilliant  and  interesting  entertainments  that  our  beautiful 
inland  city  can  boast  of,  but  they  have  come  to  be  horticultural  schools,  rich  in 
useful  instruction,  which  the  stranger  carries  home  with  him  a  hundred  miles 
away. 

The  prize  Fruits  so  much  admired  upon  your  tables,  are  now  no  longer,  as 
formerly,  regarded  as  special  gifts  which  nature  bestows  upon  her  lucky  favorites. 
On  the  contrary,  these  beautiful  productions,  like  any  other  good  crop,  are  the 
legitimate  results  of  a  certain  adaptation  of  means  to  the  desired  end.  The 
process  has  ceased  to  be  a  mystery,  and  our  intelligent  cultivators,  so  far  from 
feeling  their  way  in  the  dark,  almost  laugh  at  the  possibility  of  failure.  For 
example,  I  think  I  might  name  half  a  dozen  gentlemen  now  in  the  Hall,  who 
would  not  fear  to  put  themselves  under  bonds  to  produce,  in  a  reasonable  time, 
as  good  specimens  as  the  "  best  twelve  Bartlett  Pears  "  which  you  honor  with 
a  twenty-five  dollar  premium.  Directions  how  to  take  such  a  prize  indeed 
might  be  written  out  as  clear  and  straightforward  as  those  which  a  traveller 
reads  upon  a  guide-board.  What  is  essential  is  mostly  comprised  under  the 
heads  of  a  rich  soil,  of  four  or  five  times  the  depth  of  ordinary  cultivation  ; 
under -drainage,  where  the  subsoil  requires  it ;  cultivation  or  middling  of  the 
surface ;  thinning  out  of  the  fruit ;  shelter  from  the  wind,  and  judicious 
pruning.  That  the  process  smells  of  money,  is  not  strange  ;  for  a  great  deal 
of  what  is  valuable  in  this  world  emits  the  same  odor. 

Since  the  removal  of  the  Library  to  one  of  the  ante-rooms  of  the  Hall,  in 
the  spring  of  1862,  we  have  held  here,  on  the  days  when  the  Library  was  open, 
informal  weekly  exhibitions,  and  we  have  thus  brought  under  criticism  most  of 
the  products  of  our  gardens  and  orchards,  which  are  out  of  season  at  the  time 
of  our  Annual  Fair.  Combined  with  these  we  have  two  series  of  pleasant, 
social  conversations  on  the  subject  of  Fruits.  Elaborate  reports  of  the  doings 
of  these  meetings — thanks  to  the  graceful  pen  of  our  accomplished  and  efficient 
Secretary — have  been  published,  both  in  the  daily  and  weekly  editions  of  the 
Massachusetts  Spy,  to  the  no  inconsiderable  benefit  of  the  community.  It  is 
well-known  that  there  are  a  considerable  number  of  cultivated  Fruits  which 
succeed  well  in  one  section  of  the  country,  while  proving  worthless  in  other 
sections,  even  at  no  great  distance,  and  in  the  same  latitude.  I,  therefore, 
cousider  the  names  of  the  Fruits  which  have  stood  the  test  of  your  discussions, 
of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  their  repetition  on  this  occasion  : 

THE  WORCESTER   COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL   SOCIETY'S  SELECT  LIST  OF  FRUITS. 

Apples.  Early — Red  Astrachan,  Sweet  Bough,  Duchess  of  Oldenburg, 
Williams'  Early  Red,  *Worcester  Spy,  ^Summer  Pippin. 

Autumn — Gravenstein,  Porter,  *Shepard's  Sweeting,  *Leland's  Spice,  *Fam- 
euse,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch. 
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Winter  and  Spring — Mother,  R.  I.  Greening,  f  Yellow  Bellflower,  fJewett's 
Red,  Baldwin,  ^Washington  Royal,  ^Ladies'  Sweeting,  ^Northern  Spy,  Talman 
Sweeting,  Roxbury  Russet. 

Pears.  Early — Beurre  Giffard,  Rostiezer,  Dearborn's  Seedling,  Bartlett, 
St.  Ghislain. 

Autumn — Belle  Lucrative,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Flemish  Beauty,  Marie 
Louise,  L.  B.  de  Jersey,  Seckel,  Fulton,  Henry  IV.,  Sheldon. 

Late  Autumn  and  Winter — Beurre  Bosc,  Urbaniste,  Beurre  d'Anjou,  Dix, 
Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Winter  Nelis,  Lawrence,  Glout  Morceau. 

Cherries.  May  Duke,  Knight's  Early  Black,  Black  Tartarian,  Black 
Eagle,  Downer's  Late,  American  Amber. 

Grapes.    Hartford  Prolific,  Diana,  Concord,  Delaware. 

Strawberries.  Hovey's  Seedling,  Jenney's  Seedling,  Jenny  Lind,  Wilson's 
Albany. 

In  regard  to  other  species  of  Fruits  no  decisions  have  yet  been  made  ;  but  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  discussions  will  be  resumed  the  coming  winter,  and  con- 
tinued until  the  merits  of  the  whole  circle  of  our  Fruits  shall  have  been 
thoroughly  investigated. 

The  pecuniary  condition  of  our  affairs  may  be  briefly  stated.  In  the  city 
valuation  for  taxes,  the  Society's  Hall  is  estimated  this  year  at  $15,500,  which 
is  $2,625  less  than  the  property  had  cost  us  when  the  Hall  was  first  opened  in 
1852.  Our  Library  of  nearly  three  hundred  bound  volumes  cannot  be  worth 
less  than  $1,000.  Our  plates  and  other  furniture  may  be  fairly  set  down  at 
$1,200  or  $1,300  more.  The  present  indebtedness  of  the  Society  is  $8,700. 
If,  therefore,  the  real  estate  be  worth  to-day  what  it  cost  a  dozen  years  ago,  the 
property  belonging  to  this  Association,  over  and  above  the  debt,  may  be  esti- 
mated at  nearly  $12,000.  Were  you  to  deem  it  advisable  to  effect  the  change, 
it  is  believed  you  might  dispose  of  your  real  estate,  pay  your  entire  debt,  and, 
retaining  your  furniture  and  Library,  have  left  in  your  Treasurer's  hands  some 
nine  or  ten  thousand  dollars.  Such  a  step,  however,  should  not  be  taken  with- 
out grave  deliberation.  We  are  receiving  a  rent  of  $1,500  a  year  for  this 
building,  and  the  uses  which  we  make  of  it  for  our  Library  and  Exhibitions 
cost  us  nothing  at  all.  There  is  wisdom  in  the  proverb  which  teaches  to  "let 
well  enough  alone." 

Were  I  to  propose  any  new  measures  on  the  present  occasion,  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  such  a  thorough  revision  of  the  Society's  schedule  of  pre- 
miums that  encouragement  should  be  offered  hereafter  only  to  the  cultivation  of 
what  is,  or  promises  to  be,  truly  valuable.  But  the  great  desideratum,  at  the 
present  time,  is  to  increase  the  number  of  the  members  of  the  association. 
The  Society  has  already  accomplished  a  good  work  ;  but  of  a  great  deal  more 
remaining  to  be  done,  the  progress  would  be  much  more  rapid,  as  the  useful- 


*  Varieties  recommended  as  "promising  well." 

f  Varieties  recommended  for  "amateur  cultivation." 
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ness  of  the  Society  would  be  greatly  increased,  by  the  acquisition  of  even  a 
few  more  good  working  members  from  different  parts  of  the  County. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  am  occupying  too  much  of  your  time.  Believing 
that  rotation  in  office  is  conducive  to  the  health  and  vigor  of  voluntary  associ- 
ations like  this,  I  shall  retire  at  the  close  of  the  year,  from  the  position  which 
I  have  now  the  honor  to  hold,  as  your  presiding  officer.  But  I  should  regard 
it  as  a  misfortune  to  lose  my  interest  in  the  objects  to  which  this  Society  is 
devoted,  and  to  the  promotion  of  which  I  hope  to  be  able  to  contribute  in  my 
humble  way,  something  at  least,  for  many  years  to  come. 

I  conclude  what  I  have  to  say  with  the  simple  remark,  that  some  observation 
of  men  and  things,  and  twenty  years'  devotion  to  horticultural  pursuits,  have 
confirmed  me  in  the  belief  that  the  cultivation  of  Fruits  and  Flowers  is  among 
the  most  fascinating  and  abiding  of  human  recreations,  as  the  science  of  hor- 
ticulture is  among  the  most  abstruse  that  the  intellect  of  man  has  ever  attempted 
to  investigate. 
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ANNUAL  EXHIBITION,  1863. 

REPORT  ON  APPLES. 

J.  M.  Earle,  Worcester,  Chairman;  S.  P.  Champney,  Grafton;  Josiah 
L.  Woodward,  Millbury;  Josiah  G.  Stone,  Shrewsbury;  Sylvanus  Sears, 
Worcester. 

Apples. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  to  Josiah  L.  Woodward, 

of  Millbury,  $10  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  W.  W.  Keyes,  of  West  Boylston,                  8  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Sylvanus  Sears,  of  Worcester,                          6  00 

For  the  fourth  best,  to  Samuel  P.  Champney,  of  Grafton, ...Harris  on  Insects. 
For  the  best  six  varieties  of  not  less  than  eight  specimens  each,  to 

Stephen  S.  Foster,  of  Worcester,  Harris  on  Insects. 

For  the  second  best,  to  N.  K.  Merriam,  of  New  England  Village,...    3  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Samuel  A.  Knox,  of  Grafton,                          2  00 

For  the  best  eight  Gravensteiu  Apples,  to  C.  L.  Hartshorn,  of  Wor- 
cester,                                                                                  1  00 

For  the  best  eight  Porter  Apples,  to  J.  L.  Day,  of  Worcester,            1  00 

For  the  best  eight  Hubbardston  Nonsuch  Apples,  to  William  H. 

Heywood,  of  Worcester,                                                           1  00 

For  the  best  eight  Baldwin  Apples,  to  J.  C.  Ripley,  of  Worcester,...  1  00 
For  the  best  eight  Autumn  Sweet  Apples,  to  William  Eames,  of 

Worcester,  (variety :  Quince),                                                     1  00 

For  the  best  eight  Winter  Sweet  Apples,  to  O.  B.  Hadwen,  of  Wor- 
cester, (variety:  Leicester,)                                                       1  00 

For  the  best  eight  specimens  of  any  other  variety,  to  Jonathan  Grout, 

of  Worcester,  (Roxbury  Russet),                                                    1  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Silas  Clapp,  of  Worcester,  (Ribstone  Pippin),    1  00 
For  the  third  best,  to  Asa  H.  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,  (Early  Wil- 
liams),                                                                                 1  00 

Gratuity  to  Loren  Coes,  of  Worcester,  for  the  "  Somerset,"               2  00 

[It  is  the  misfortune  of  the  Society  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Apples  was  prevented  from  completing  a  duty  which  he  had  partially  discharged, 
by  recording  the  conclusions  which  now  find  their  sole  and  unsatisfactory  state- 
ment in  the  abstract  as  above  given.  But  the  public  service  is  somewhat  ex- 
exacting,  and  a  Society  which  has  benefitted  so  much,  as  has  the  Worcester 
County  Horticultural  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  past,  from  the  distinguished 
devotion  of  John  Milton  Earle,  should  be  slow  to  complain  that  his  enforced 
devotion  to  official  duty  had  finally  enured  to  his  personal  and  pecuniary 
advantage.  E.  W.  L.l 
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REPORT  ON  FLOWERS,  PLANTS,  &c. 

Dr.  Rufus  Woodward,  Chairman ;  Jonathan  D.  Wheeler,  Esq.,  Graf- 
ton ;  James  L.  Burbank,  Samuel  H.  CoLTONand  D.  S.  Messinger,  Worcester. 

The  Committee  on  Flowers,  Plants,  &c.,  respectfully  report  that  after  a  care- 
ful examination  of  the  subject  committed  to  their  discretion,  they  have  made 
the  following  awards. 

Plants. — For  the  largest  and  best  display,  to  James  Comley,  of  Wor- 
cester, $10  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Stephen  Salisbury,  of  Worcester,... Harris  on  Insects. 
Cut  Flowers. — For  the  largest  and  best  display,  to  James  Comley,  of 

Worcester,   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Jonathan  Grout,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Gratuity. — To  Mrs.  Edward  Earle,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Bouquets. — For  the  best  pair,  to  James  Comley,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

Gratuity. — For  a  single  Bouquet,  to  Mrs.  E.  M.  Howe,  of  Sterling,....  1  00 

Floral  Designs. — For  the  best,  to  Mrs.  S.  D.  Ward,  of  Shrewsbury,....  3  00 

For  the  second  best,  William  White,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

Roses. — For  the  best  display,  to  Jonathan  Grout,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

Gladiolus. — For  the  best  display,  to  Mrs.  M.  B.  Green,  of  Worcester,  2  00 

Asters. — For  the  best  display,  to  Joseph  Lovell,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Dahlias. — For  the  best  display,  to  Stephen  Salisbury,  of  Worcester,...  1  00 
Gratuities. — For  a  stand  of  Dahlias,  to  James  T.  Pike,  of  Worcester, 

(17  years  old),   1  00 

To  Mrs.  Jonas  Brown,  of  Wilkinsonville,   1  00 

Verbenas. — For  the  best  display,  to  Jonathan  Grout,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

[The  professional  engagements  of  Dr.  Woodward  prevented  his  making  an 
elaborate  report.] 


REPORT  ON  GRAPES,  PEACHES,  Ac,  &c. 

1).  W.  Lincoln,  Chairman;  Benjamin  Butman,  E.  S.  Stebbins,  J.  C. 
Ripley,  Dr.  George  Chandler,  of  Worcester. 

Grapes. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  grown  under  glass,  to 

James  Comley,  of  Worcester,   8  00 

For  the  second  do.,  to  John  C.  Mason,  of  Worcester,  Harris  on  Insects. 

Gratuity.— To  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  specimens  of  well-ripened  Delaware  Grapes,  to  John 

C.  Mason,   2  00 
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For  Concord,  do.,  to  Edward  Earle,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  Hartford  Prolific,  do.,  to  Wm.  D.  Mascroft,  of  Northbridge,...  2  00 

For  Native  Grapes,  to  E.  D.  Batchelder,  of  West  Brookfield,   1  00 

Peaches. — For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  one  variety,  to  F.  Mc- 

Cracken,  of  Millbury,   $3  DO 

For  the  second  best,  to  Asa  H.  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,   2  00 

Gratuity. — For  his  plate  of  Peaches,  to  Gilbert  Searles,  of  Sutton,   1  00 

Plums. — Gratuity  to  Anthony  Chase,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

[Note.  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  was  also  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the  Annual  Exhibition  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Society,  and  Mayor  of  the  city.  He  explained  that  he  found  it  perfectly 
impossible,  consistent  with  his  official  duties  to  prepare  an  extended  review  of 
the  action  and  decisions  of  the  Committee.  E.  W.  L.] 


REPORT  ON  PEARS. 

J.  Henry  Hill,  Chairman;  Henry  Phelps,  O.  B.  Hadwen,  Emory  Ban- 
ister, Worcester ;  and  E.  F.  Daniels,  Oxford. 

The  Committee  on  Pears,  having  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  have 
directed  me  to  submit  the  following  report : 

The  Committee,  before  passing  to  the  more  material  parts  of  their  report, 
caunot  refrain  from  suggesting,  that  if  any  evidence  were  wanting  to  prove  the 
value  of  associations  like  ours,  in  promoting  and  encouraging  the  pursuit  of 
Pomology,  we  have  it,  in  abundance  upon  the  tables  of  this  Society,  at  its 
annually  recurring  exhibitions.  The  Society  has  just  attained  its  majority ; 
and  nothing  could  be  more  profitable  or  pleasant,  had  we  the  time,  than  to 
trace  its  progress  from  its  formation  to  the  present  moment.  A  few  words, 
however,  in  relation  to  the  department  in  charge  of  your  Committee,  must 
suffice. 

Those  who  witnessed  the  first  exhibition  of  the  Society  are  the  only  ones 
who  can  fully  appreciate  the  vast  improvement  made  in  the  culture  of  the  Pear. 
From  the  smallest  beginnings  we  have  arrived  at  a  degree  of  excellence  which 
fairly  challenges  competition.  Twenty  years  ago,  few  people  knew  of  any 
varieties  other  than  the  "Pound  Pear,"  or  the  "Button  Pear,"  as  they  were 
respectively  called  ;  and  whoever  was  the  fortunate  possessor  of  a  tree  of  either 
variety  was  the  envy  of  the  neighborhood  ;  nobody  knew  or  dreamed  that  any 
one,  with  a  little  trouble,  could  obtain  a  tree  of  even  like  character.  Beyond  a 
few  professional  or  amateur  growers,  the  subject  of  Pear1  cultivation  was  never 
agitated  or  thought  of.  The  first  few  exhibitions  of  this  Society,  however, 
conceived  and  carried  out  by  a  few  public  spirited  gentlemen — some  of  whom 
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have  ever  since  been,  and  now  are,  active  members — gave  an  impulse  to  Pear 
culture,  which  has  never  abated.  And  your  Committee  submit,  that  there  are 
very  few  in  the  community  who  realize  the  great  obligations  they  are  under  to 
those  pioneers  in  the  good  work.  We  have  now  arrived  at  a  period  when  a 
man  having  the  care  or  being  the  owner  of  any  land,  who  pays  no  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  this  fruit,  forms  an  exception  to  the  general  rule.  The  nom- 
enclature of  the  Pear,  so  extensive,  and  once  so  forbidding,  and  regarded  as 
beyond  the  comprehension  of  ordinary  people,  has  become  comparatively 
familiar  with  nearly  all  who  have  taken  any  interest  in  the  subject.  And  who 
has  not? 

So  common  now  has  the  cultivation  of  this  desirable  fruit  become — more 
desirable  still,  since  the  Peach  has  become  so  nearly  extinct — that  always  the 
first  question  asked  in  the  description  of  a  man's  homestead  is  :  "  What  have 
you  for  Pears?"  For  no  man's  plot  of  land  is  so  small  but  there  is  room  for 
a  Pear  tree  ;  and  combining,  as  that  tree  does,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  useful 
with  the  ornamental,  few  are  so  far  wanting  in  taste  and  good  sense  as  to  neglect 
the  planting  of  it.  To  the  influences  of  this  Association  in  its  transactions, 
this  universal  attention  and  constant  zeal,  in  the  cultivation  of  this  fruit  in  the 
community  now,  is  directly  traceable  ;  thus  giving  to  almost  every  one  a  luxury, 
in  comparative  abundance,  which  but  a  few  years  since  was  enjoyed  only  by  a 
few.  Nor  has  the  influence  of  your  Society  stopped  here  :  seeing  the  success 
which  has  attended  your  efforts,  others  have  taken  up  the  work,  and  local  soci- 
eties have  sprung  up  in  almost  every  part  of  the  county,  emulating  with  com- 
mendable zeal  and  activity,  the  example  you  have  set  them. 

In  passing  along  the  tables  during  the  examination  made  by  your  Committee, 
they  have  been  gratified  to  find  a  decided  and  very  marked  improvement  in  the 
quality  of  the  fruit  submitted  to  them.  A  change  seems  to  have  been  made 
by  some  contributors  in  their  collections,  by  regarding  quality  as  of  more  ■ 
importance  than  quantity ;  a  change  which  your  Committee  cannot  but  regard 
as  an  omen  of  much  good  and  still  further  improvement  in  the  future.  This 
they  do  not  say  to  discourage  the  bringing  in  of  contributions,  but  rather  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing  contributions,  and  to  excite  a  laudable  emulation  in 
regard  to  the  quality  of  specimens  and  varieties.  The  time  has  been,  and 
within  a  few  years,  when  the  great  aim  seemed  to  be  to  produce  as  many  varie- 
ties as  possible,  without  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  kind  or  excellence  of  the 
fruit — a  multiplying  of  names,  whether  the  fruit  they  represented  was  valuable 
or  worthless — as  if  "the  largest  and  best  collection"  simply  meant  the  longest 
catalogue  of  names.  It  was  an  evil  which  perhaps  was  the  result  of  novelty, 
and  which  grew  out  of  a  desire  to  see  how  far  the  matter  of  "different  varie- 
ties" could  be  carried.  Nevertheless  it  was  a  heresy,  and  one  which  became 
so  firmly  rooted  that  the  Society  found  it  necessary  to  adopt  a  rule  instructing 
Committees  in  cases  of  "largest  and  best  collections"  to  "be  governed  by 
quality  rather  than  by  the  number  of  varieties  merely."  The  salutary  effect  of 
this  rule  was  very  soon  noticeable.  Contributors  cut  down  the  number  of  their 
varieties,  bringing  only  to  the  table  such  as  were  choice  and  valuable,  or  such 
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as  had  been  tried  and  found,  at  least,  desirable  for  culivation  ;  so  that  although 
your  collections  may  not  always  be  so  large,  numerically,  as  formerly,  the  exhi- 
bitions, as  a  whole,  will  prove  far  more  attractive  and  creditable  ;  and  more 
than  this — the  effect  will  not  stop  with  exhibitions — while  it  will  not  prevent 
the  trial  of  new  varieties  and  the  adoption  of  such  as  may  prove  worthy,  it 
will  induce  cultivators  to  reject  such  as  have  already  been  found  worthless  and 
to  substitute  other  choice  and  valuable  ones,  giving  a  permanent  and  substantial 
improvement  to  the  character  and  quality  of  fruit  produced  in  our  community 
generally. 

But  there  is  an  error  on  the  other  hand,  into  which  a  certain  class  of  con- 
tributors are  very  liable  to  fall — the  result  of  which  is,  practically,  that  they 
allow  their  modesty  to  stand  in  the  way  of  improvement.  They  are  very  apt 
to  assume  that  their  contributions  would  be  inferior,  if  made,  and  so  neglect  to 
make  them  at  all,  lest  they  should  suffer  by  comparison  with  others.  This  is 
unjust  to  the  Society,  and,  oftentimes,  more  unjust  to  themselves.  Let  no  one 
be  deterred  from  contributing  to  the  Society's  exhibitions.  Their  contributions 
may  be  inferior  to  those  of  others.  What  then?  The  very  comparison  excites, 
or  should  excite  emulation,  and  stimulate  to  an  effort  for  improvement  in  future 
attempts  with  the  same  fruit — provokes  inquiry  as  to  soil,  treatment,  or  any 
other  accident,  which  may  lead  to  the  discovery  and  correction  of  errors  in  the 
contributor's  mode  of  cultivation  which  might  not  otherwise  be  discovered  or 
corrected.  It  is  the  only  mode  of  answering  the  purposes,  objects  and  aims  of 
the  Society — all  of  which  may  be  summed  up  in  one  word— Improvement. 

The  number  of  entries  found  in  the  Secretary's  book  for  this  year  is  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  or  about  fifty  less  than  the  average  number  for  the 
last  four  exhibitions.  But  while  the  number  of  entries  is  not  so  large  as  in 
some  former  years,  the  quality  of  the  fruit  and  the  evident  care  taken  in  the 
selection  of  specimens  have  done  much  in  making  the  exhibition  a  success  in 
this  department ;  and  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  season 
has  been  to  a  considerable  degree  unfavorable  to  the  production  and  growth  of 
this  fruit,  the  exhibition  has  been  in  all  its  really  valuable  features  quite  up  to 
those  preceding  it. 

Your  Committee  have  found  no  difficulty  in  coming  to  a  unanimous  opinion 
as  to  the  premiums  offered  by  the  Society  and  to  be  awarded  by  them,  although 
in  some  cases  where  premiums  were  awarded  for  a  certain  number  of  varieties, 
they  found  it  difficult  to  select  the  number  required,  the  general  character  of 
the  contributor's  fruit  from  which  the  selection  was  to  be  made  was  so  good. 
They  award  the  premiums,  as  follows  : 

Pears. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection  of  not  less  than  five  speci- 
mens each,  to  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  of  Worcester,  $10  00 

For  the  second  largest  and  best  to  Samuel  H.  Colton,  of  Worcester,    6  00 
For  the  best  twenty  varieties  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each, 
to  Jonathan  Grout,  of  Worcester,  for  his  Belle  Lucrative,  Bart- 
lett,  Beurre  d'Anjou,  Beurre  Montgeron,  Beurre  Hardy,  Beurre 


68  WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY.  [1863. 


Superfin,  Henry  IV,  Flemish  Beauty,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Seckel,  Onondaga,  Andrews,  Duraudeau,  Baronne  de  Mello, 
Beurre  Diel,  General  Lamoriciere,  Noveau  Poiteau,  Doyenne  Gris, 
Triomphe  de  Jodoigne,  Glout  Morceau,   8  00 

For  the  second  best  twenty  varieties,  to  Benjamin  Butman,  of  Wor- 
cester, for  his  Beurre  Bosc,  Dix,  Seckel,  Marie  Louise,  Belle  Lu- 
crative, Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Beurre  Diel,  Triomphe  de 
Jodoigne,  Duchesse  d?Angouleme,  Paradise  d'Automne,  St.  Mich- 
ael, Doyenne  du  Cornice,  Doyenne  Boussock,  Beurre  Superfin, 
Beurre  Clairgeau,  Doyenne  Sterkman,  Beurre  Nantais,  Beurre 
Kennes,  Flemish  Beauty,  Urbaniste,   6  00 

For  the  best  ten  varieties  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each,  to 
John  C.  Ripley,  of  Worcester,  for  his  Bartlett,  Louise  Bonne  de 
Jersey,  Beurre  Bosc,  Doyenne  du  Cornice,  Beurre  Superfin, 
Thompson,  Dix,  Flemish  Beauty,  Beurre  d'Anjou,  Sieulle,   6  00 

For  the  second  best  ten  varieties  of  not  less  than  five  specimens 
each,  to  Timothy  K.  Earle,  for  his  Columbia,  Duchess  drAngou- 
leme,  Dix,  Buffum,  Fulton,  Lawrence,  Belle  Lucrative,  Flemish 
Beauty,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  and  Winter  Nelis,.... Harris  on  Insects. 

For  the  best  six  varieties  of  not  less  than  five  specimens  each,  to 
John  Milton  Earle,  of  Worcester,  for  his  Doyenne  du  Cornice, 
Sheldon,  Beurre  Clairgeau,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Kingsessing, 
Marie  Louise,  Harris  on  Insects. 

For  the  second  best  six  varieties  of  not  less  than  five  specimens 
each,  to  George  T.  Rice,  for  his  Beurre  Bosc,  Sieulle,  Louise 
Bonne  de  Jersey,  Glout  Morceau,  Bartlett,  Beurre  d'Anjou,   2  00 

For  the  best  twenty-four  Seckel  Pears  on  one  dish,  to  Isaac  Mills, 

of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  to  Parley  Hammond, 

of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Bosc  Pears,  to  Charles  Johnson,  of 

Northborough,   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Flemish  Beauty  Pears,  to  J.  H.  Osgood,  of 

Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  d'Anjou  Pears,  to  E.  S.  Stebbins,  of 

Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  any  other  variety,  to  Stephen 

Salisbury,  for  his  Doyenne  Boussock,   2  00 

For  the  second  best  twelve  specimens  of  any  other  variety,  to  A.  B. 

R.  Sprague,  for  his  Dix,   2  00 

Your  Committee  do  not  feel  willing  to  close  this  part  of  their  report  without 
calling  attention  to  some  specimens  of  fine  fruit  from  other  contributors,  and 
to  express  their  regret  that  the  list  of  premiums  at  their  disposal  is  not  more 
extensive. 
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The  collection  of  Mr.  Loring  Goes  is  fine,  and  deserving  of  especial  com- 
mendation. Among  the  single  plates  which  require  particular  mention  are  the 
following  :  Columbia,  from  Mr.  Stebbins,  fine  ;  Flemish  Beauty,  Mr.  Forehand  ; 
Flemish  Beauty  and  Beurre  Diel,  M.  S.  Ballard.  D.  S.  Burgess  had  a  plate 
of  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  which  were  good,  but  lacked  in  number  for  a  pre- 
mium. C.  Harris  presented  specimens  of  the  Flemish  Beauty,  which  were 
very  handsome,  though  smaller  than  some  others.  W.  C.  Barbour  exhibited  a 
plate  of  the  Dunmore  that  were  very  fine  for  that  variety.  The  plates  of 
Marie  Louise  and  Belle  Lucrative  from  Mr.  Jaques  were  fine,  as  were  also 
the  Marie  Louise  and  Beurre  Clairgeau  from  Mr.  Lovell.  S.  P.  Champney 
exhibited  some  fine  specimens  of  the  St.  Michael — the  best  in  the  Hall — a 
most  valuable  variety,  but  liable  to  crack  in  this  climate  and  become  worthless. 

Fine  specimens  of  the  Belle  Lucrative  and  of  the  Beurre  d'Amalis  were 
shown  by  0.  K.  Earle;  BufTum,  by  Joseph  Boyden,  and  Belle  Lucrative,  by  S. 
V.  Stone.  A  plate  of  good  specimens  of  the  Beurre  d'Anjou  were  presented  by 
Charles  Richardson,  and  Ichabod  Washburn  has  plates  of  the  Beurre  d'Arem- 
berg,  and  Easter  Beurre,  which  are  the  best  of  those  varieties  in  the  Hall. 

Edwin  Draper's  plate  of  the  Beurre  Bosc  is  fine  and  the  second  best  dish  of 
twelve  of  that  variety.  Charles  A.  Upton  and  A.  B.  R.  Sprague  each  presented 
a  plate  of  splendid  Seckels,  and  the  premium  for  the  best  twenty-four  speci- 
mens of  this  variety  lay  between  Mr.  Upton,  Mr.  Sprague  and  Mr.  Mills.  All 
were  very  fine,  but  those  of  Mr.  Mills  seemed  to  your  Committee  to  be  superior 
for  the  evenness  of  size  and  perfect  growth. 

The  competition  called  forth  by  the  special  premium  of  twenty-five  dollars 
for  the  best  twelve  Bartlett  Pears  upon  one  dish  was  not  so  general  or 
so  spirited  as  the  Society  had  reason  to  expect.  The  premium  offered  a  second 
time  by  the  generosity  of  contributors  to  whom  it  was  awarded  last  year  should 
have  excited  a  more  general  effort,  and  been  the  means  of  bringing  out  a  large 
number  of  contestants.  Indeed,  it  was  generally  expected  that  the  contest  would 
be  a  spirited  one,  and  that  it  would  result  in  placing  upon  the  Society's  tables 
larger  specimens  than  were  then  presented.  But  from  some  cause  or  other  such 
a  result  has  not  been  produced.  Only  six  competitors  appeared,  and  of  this  six 
your  Committee  had  no  trouble  in  fixing  upon  the  plate  numbered  five  as  the 
one  entitled  to  the  premium.  The  weight  of  this  collection  was  eight  pounds 
one  and  one-fourth  ounces,  being  an  excess  of  only  one-fourth  of  an  ounce 
over  the  heaviest  twelve  contributed  last  year.  The  only  other  lot  which 
approached  number  five  was  number  three,  which  weighed  seven  pounds  two 
and  three-fourths  ounces.  For  the  Committee, 

J.  HENRY  HILL,  Chairman. 

10 
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Edwin  Conant,  Chairman;  J.  Frank  Allen,  Oliver  K.  Earle,  of 
Worcester;  Thomas  R.  Norcross,  of  Shrewsbury;  Samuel  A.  Knox,  of 
Grafton. 

The  Committee  on  Vegetables  respectfully  report,  that  they  find  on  the  books 
thirty-four  contributors  and  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  entries,  against  one 
hundred  and  twenty-two  entries  in  1862,  showing  a  gain  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-six  entries  over  the  last  year,  and  by  all  the  information  the  Committee 
are  able  to  obtain,  they  believe  the  exhibition  of  this  year  to  be  as  superior  in 
quality  to  that  of  the  last  as  it  is  in  the  number  of  entries.  The  number  of 
competitors  and  of  entries  has  made  the  labor  of  this  Committee  in  no  sense 
enviable.    Suffice  it  to  say  that  they  have  endeavored  to  be  impartial  and  just. 


Vegetables. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  to  S.  P.  Champney, 

of  Grafton,   $8  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Sylvan  us  Sears,  of  Worcester,   6  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Harvey  Dodge,  of  Sutton,  Harris  on  Insects. 

For  the  fourth  best,  to  Abram  Peaslee,  of  Shrewsbury,   2  00 


For  the  best  three  pure  Canada  Crook-Neck  Squashes  the  Committee  award  no 
premium.  Of  this  variety  specimens  were  produced  by  various  contributors, 
but  they  are  disposed  of  in  this  report  otherwise  than  by  a  specific  premium. 
If  the  Committee  could  have  been  assured  that  the  three  noble  specimens  offered 
by  J.  Henry  Hill  were  true,  he  would  have  worn  the  feather  for  that  article, 
but  one  of  them  squinted  too  much  towards  a  hybrid,  and  the  doubt  was 


sufficient  to  decide  the  case. 

For  best  three  Marrow  Squashes,  to  Charles  H.  Whiting,  of  Wor- 
cester,  1  00 

For  the  best  three  Hubbard  Squashes,  to  Thomas  Kinnicutt,  of 

Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Mammoth  Squashes,  to  James  Comley,  of  Wor- 
cester,  1  00 


For  the  best  Winter  Squash  of  any  other  variety,  the  Committee  award  no 
premium,  but  the  three  fine  specimens  of  "  Vegetable  Marrow"  exhibited  by 
Stephen  Salisbury,  of  Worcester,  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  and 
only  required  sufficient  evidence  that  their  quality  was  equal  to  their  external 
presentment.  No  award  is  made  of  the  premium  for  the  largest  Squash — it 
being  already  disposed  of  among  the  Mammoths. 

For  the  best  three  roots  of  Celery  there  was  no  competition,  Mr.  Salisbury, 
of  Worcester,  being  the  only  exhibitor,  and  no  premium  is  awarded. 
Cabbages. — No  Savoy  Cabbages  were  offered. 

For  the  three  best  heads  of  any  other  variety,  to  Gideon  Harris,  of 

Worcester,  for  his  Early  York,   1  00 

Cauliflowers. — For  the  best  three,  to  John  C.  Ripley,  of  Worcester,    1  00 
Sweet  Corn. — For  the  best  twelve  ears,  there  is  no  award,  the  article  having 
been  disposed  of  among  the  "  collections." 
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Tomatoes. — For  the  best  twelve,  to  C.  L.  Hartshorn,  of  Worcester,  for 

the  variety  "Lester,"   1  00 

In  regard  to  the  special  premium  for  the  largest  and  best  colllection  of  Veg- 
etables, entirely  raised  by  boys  not  over  sixteen  years  of  age,  the  Committee 
had,  as  in  other  cases,  a  difficult  duty.  They  recommend  a  division  of  the 
premium,  and  award  to  E.  F.  Champney,  of  Grafton,  $5.00 ;  to  Charles 
Hadwen,  Jr.,  of  Worcester,  $5.00  ;  to  Charles  Washburn,  of  Millbury,  aged 
six  years,  they  recommend  for  his  sixteen  varieties  a  gratuity  of  $1.00. 

The  Committee  were  surprised  to  find  our  friend  Anthony  Chase,  of  Worces- 
ter, consenting  to  be  recorded  on  our  books  as  of  secession  proclivities.  He 
exhibited  some  Corn  raised  from  seed  from  the  farm  of  Ex-Governor  Henry  A. 
Wise,  of  Virginia,  planted  on  the  first  of  June,  and  measuring  twelve  feet  and 
four  inches.  A  rebellious  growth  so  astonishing,  in  a  Northern  clime  and  under 
the  fostering  care  of  such  a  man,  can  perhaps  be  justified  by  Mr.  Chase,  on 
the  score  of  independence  of  private  opinion ;  but  this  Society  must  keep  its 
skirts  clear,  and  can  by  no  possibility  be  responsible  for  him.  We  looked 
anxiously  for  Deputy  Provost  Marshal  Stone,  but  he  was  otherwise  employed. 

Several  other  gentlemen  exhibited  nearly  as  tall  Corn  as  Mr.  Chase's,  of 
broom,  sugar  and  edible  varieties,  hailing  from  various  localities,  in  one 
instance  from  the  far  Dacotah,  but  the  Committee  could  find  nothing  rebellious 
in  it,  though  prompted  to  vigilance  by  Mr.  Chase's  wicked  example. 

"  Thus  ever  did  rebellion  find  rebuke." 

Had  Mr.  Chase  known  that  Shakspeare  was  in  close  communion  with  the 
Committee,  possibly  he  would  not  have  hazarded  twelve  feet  and  four  inches  of 
a  sin  that  "  looks  so  giant-like." 

The  collection  of  James  T.  Pike,  of  Worcester,  seventeen  years  old,  con- 
sisting of  eighteen  varieties  of  Potatoes  and  twenty  varieties  of  Beans,  raised 
by  himself ;  and  that  of  Silas  Clapp,  of  Worcester,  of  twenty-three  varieties, 
are  entitled  to  honorable  mention,  but  in  their  general  merits  were  so  nearly 
alike,  that  the  Committee  did  not  decide  between  them,  and  the  premiums  they 
were  authorized  to  give  were  otherwise  awarded. 

Charles  Richardson,  Charles  Nash  and  Thomas  H.  Rice,  all  of  Worcester, 
and  L.  F.  Smith,  of  Northbridge,  exhibited  valuable  varieties,  and  other  gen- 
tlemen with  a  less  number  of  articles.  A  volunteer  friend,  Mr.  Gerry  Valen- 
tine, of  Hammonton,  N.  J.,  produced  two  varieties,  large  Reds  and  White 
Sweet  Potatoes. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  remark,  that  in  the  necessary  absence  of  some 
of  their  number,  the  work  has  been  performed  by  two  of  them,  with  the  valu- 
able aid  of  a  gentleman  impressed — Mr.  Alexander  Marsh,  of  Worcester  ;  and 
that  there  is  no  dissentient  opinion  among  them. 

Respectfully  submitted,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

EDWIN  CONANT,  Chairman. 

Worcester,  September  23,  1863. 
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A.  D.  1864. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN,  Secretary  and  Librarian. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society  : 

By  the  action  of  the  Trustees  in  directing  the  removal  of  the  Library  of  the 
Society  to  its  own  Hall,  followed  by  the  delegation  of  the  duties  of  the  Libra- 
rian to  the  Secretary,  and  by  the  simultaneous  institution  of  a  series  of  weekly 
exhibitions,  it  became  incumbent  upon  the  undersigned  to  submit  to  the  Society 
at  its  annual  meeting  in  January,  A.  D.  1862,  a  concise  summary  of  its  trans- 
actions for  the  year  then  just  expired.  In  the  preparation  of  that  narrative, 
much  embarrassment  was  avoided  by  an  absolute  declination  to  consider  where 
the  functions  of  the  Librarian  commenced,  or  those  of  the  Secretary  deter- 
mined. To  that  precedent,  imperative  of  necessity,  it  seems  all  the  more  proper 
now  to  adhere,  in  view  of  the  approbation  of  the  Society,  as  evinced  in  the 
merger  of  the  two  offices,  and  the  subsequent  official  sanction  of  the  summary 
by  the  request  of  the  Trustees  for  its  publication. 

It  is  with  great  gratification,  upon  this  recurrence  of  the  annual  meeting 
that  the  undersigned  is  able  to  felicitate  the  Society  upon  its  present  condition. 
The  past  year  has  been  one  of  eminent  prosperity  and  usefulness.  By  that 
correction  of  errors  which  is  inevitable  upon  the  comparison  and  interchange 
of  views  ;  by  the  circulation  of  sound  information,  based  materially  upon  indi- 
vidual experience  ;  by  frequent  displays  of  Flowers  and  Fruits;  by  the  intro- 
duction and  diffusion  of  new  varieties,  or  if  not  new,  of  but  local  notoriety, 
and  of  the  greater  value  for  being  indigenous  ;  and  by  the  contribution  of 
liberal  premiums  for  products  that  have  ordinarily  received  too  little  attention ; 
but,  above  all,  by  the  diligent  increase  of  its  membership  5  the  Society  has 
amply  vindicated  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  which  incorporated  it  "for  the 
purpose  of  advancing  the  science  and  encouraging  and  improving  the  practice 
of  horticulture." 

The  Library  has  been  freely  used,  and  its  advantages  are  better  appreciated. 
While  it  cannot  compete  in  popularity  with  those  collections  for  which  stately 
houses  are  built ;  that  swell  plethoric  catalogues,  requiring  a  legion  of  servi- 
tors, and  bewildering  by  their  very  vastness  ;  and  on  whose  account  we  might 
well  pray  for  a  modern  Omar ;  it  may  yet  be  doubted  if  it  does  not  surpass  all 


1864.] 


secretary's  report. 


73 


such  in  genuine  utility.  Surely,  yes — if  he  is  the  greatest  benefactor  of  his 
race  who  causes  two  blades  of  grass  to  spring  where  but  one  grew  before. 
The  circulation  of  the  volumes  has  increased  in  1863,  although  upon  the 
removal  of  the  Library  in  1*02  its  shelves  presented  almost  a  terra  incognita, 
at  once  stimulating  and  rewarding  research.  Several  valuable  works  have  been 
added  to  the  catalogue,  as  will  more  fully  appear  in  the  subjoined  list.  Many 
more  have  been  derived  from  individual  donation  ;  than  which  no  more  profit- 
able mode  of  manifesting  liberality  and  continued  interest  in  the  Society  could 
be  devised.  In  this  latter  class,  and  especially  worthy  of  mention,  is  the  gift 
by  our  retiring  President,  Mr.  Jaques,  and  by  that  efficient  Trustee,  Jonathan 
Grout,  Esq.,  of  the  "  Official  Transactions  of  the  American  Poniological 
Society,"  for  many  years,  thus  supplying  an  almost  unbroken  series  of  a  publi- 
cation incalculably  precious  to  a  Library  like  ours,  and  wholly  unattainable 
otherwise.  Some  hopes  have  been  held  out  by  one  of  our  Vice  Presidents, 
that  the  deficient  numbers  may  be  found  in  his  collection.  But  even  should 
the  series  continue  imperfect,  the  gratitude  of  the  Society  is  none  the  less  due 
to  Messrs.  Jaques  and  Grout  for  their  almost  entire  success  in  making  it 
complete. 

The  members  of  the  Society  can  scarcely  have  failed  to  notice  upon  the  walls 
of  the  Library,  in  startling  contrast  with  those  grim  pictures  of  the  Crimean 
war,  belonging  to  the  Worcester  Light  Infantry,  a  collection  of  engravings 
peculiarly  appropriate  to  their  location.  No  pomologist  will  require  a  voucher 
for  their  singular  fidelity  to  nature,  from  which  of  itself  he  would  deduce  their 
superiority  as  Avorks  of  art.  These  pictures  have  consoled  your  Committee  on 
all  other  Fruits,  who,  in  their  vain  search  for  Peaches,  Plums  and  Quinces, 
have  found,  if  not  what  they  sought,  at  least  its  "counterfeit  presentment." 
For  the  engravings  entitled  respectively  "Summer"  and  "Autumn,"  the  Soci- 
ety is  indebted  to  Mr.  Edward  Earle,  whose  interest  in  horticulture  continues 
unabated,  but  whose  time,  unfortunately  for  the  Society,  has  recently  been  but 
too  closely  monopolized  by  the  Commonwealth.  Henry  Woodward,  Esq.,  is 
the  generous  donor  of  the  two  fruit  pieces  without  designation,  of  somewhat 
more  elaborate  character,  and  of  at  least  equal  ornament  and  value  as  additions 
to  the  Library. 

Annexed  is  a  list  of  the  additions  made  by  donation  and  purchase  to  the 
Library  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society,  during  the  year  1863; 

1.  A  Catalogue  of  Fruits  Cultivated  in  the  Garden  of  the  Horticultural 
Society,  London  ;  pamphlet  edition,  1842.    Presented  by  Samuel  H.  Colton. 

2.  Proceedings  of  the  National  Convention  of  Fruit  Growers  in  1848. 
Presented  by  George  Jaques. 

3.  Proceedings  of  the  National  Convention  of  Fruit  Growers  in  1849. 
Presented  by  George  Jaques. 

4.  Transactions  of  the  Second  Session  of  the  American  Pomological  Society 
in  1852.    Presented  by  George  Jaques. 

5.  Transactions  of  the  Third  Session  of  the  ximerican  Pomological  Society 
in  1854.    Presented  by  George  Jaques. 
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6.  Proceedings  of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society  in  1843-4-5-6. 
Presented  by  George  Jaques. 

7.  Proceedings  of  the  Sixth  Session  of  the  American  Pomological  Society. 
Presented  by  Jonathan  Grout. 

8.  Proceedings  of  the  Seventh  Session  of  the  American  Pomological  Society. 
Presented  by  Jonathan  Grout. 

9.  Proceedings  of  the  Eighth  Session  of  the  American  Pomological  Society. 
Presented  by  Jonathan  Grout. 

10.  Proceedings  of  the  Ninth  Session  of  the  American  Pomological  Society. 
Presented  by  Marshall  P.  Wilder. 

11.  Transactions  of  the  Hingham  Agricultural  and  Horticultural  Society, 
October,  1858,  to  March,  1861.    Presented  by  D.  Waldo  Lincoln. 

12.  Agriculture  and  Geology  of  Maine,  second  series,  1862;  1  vol.,  8  vo. 
Presented  by  C.  L.  Flint. 

13.  Agriculture  and  Geology  of  Massachusetts,  (duplicate),  1862  ;  1  vol., 
8  vo.    Presented  by  C.  L.  Flint. 

14.  Report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  1862.  Presented  by  the 
Commissioner. 

15.  Report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  1862.  Presented  by  Hon.  J. 
D.  Baldwin. 

16.  Hovey's  Magazine;  vol.  28,  1862.    Purchased  and  bound. 

17.  Horticulturist;  vol.  17,  1862.    Purchased  and  bound. 

18.  Gardeners'  Monthly;  vol.  4,  1862.'  Purchased  and  bound. 

19.  Working  Farmer;  vols.  13  and  14,  1861  and  1862.  Purchased  and 
bound. 

20.  American  Agriculturist;  vols.  20  and  21,  1861  and  1862.  Purchased 
and  bound. 

21.  Grape  Culture,  Wine  and  Wine  Making;  by  A.  Haraszthy ;  1  vol.,  8  vo. 
Purchased  by  the  Society. 

22.  Field  and  Garden  Vegetables  of  America ;  by  F.  Burr.  Purchased  by 
the  Society. 

23.  Journal  of  Horticulture ;  vol.  2,  1  vol.,  quarto.  Purchased  by  the 
Society. 

24.  Journal  of  Horticulture  ;  vol.  3,  1  vol.,  quarto.  Purchased  by  the 
Society. 

25.  Revue  Horticole,  1862  ;  1  vol.,  8  vo.    Purchased  by  the  Society. 

26.  Florist,  1862.    Purchased  by  the  Society. 

27.  Parlor  and  Garden  Flowers  ;  by  E.  S.  Rand,  Jr.  Purchased  by  the 
Society. 

28.  Summer  Fruits  ;  a  framed  engraving.    Presented  by  Edward  Earle. 

29.  Autumn  Fruits  ;  a  framed  engraving.    Presented  by  Edward  Earle. 

30.  Fruit  Piece  ;  a  framed  engraving.    Presented  by  Henry  Woodward. 

31.  Fruit  Piece  ;  a  framed  engraving.    Presented  by  Henry  Woodward. 

As  before  mentioned,  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  circulation  of 
the  books.    A  comparative  statement  for  the  two  years  immediately  preceding 
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the  transfer  of  the  Library  and  for  the  two  that  have  elapsed  succeeding  that 
event,  discloses  the  subjoined  state  of  facts.    Number  of  volumes  taken  out: 


All  which,  as  a  general  thing,  were  well  cared  for  and  returned  in  good 
condition. 

Since  your  last  annual  meeting  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washing- 
ton has  been  put  in  complete  operation,  thereby  superseding  the  Agricultural 
*  Bureau  of  the  Patent  Office  with  which  this  Society  has  long  cultivated  rela- 
tions of  greater  or  less  reciprocal  advantage.  That  bureau,  during  its  exist- 
ence, disseminated,  among  much  rubbish,  many  valuable  seeds.  For  the 
"Large  Hollow-Crowned  Parsnip"  alone,  jour  Secretary,  since  its  first  distri- 
bution, has  been  obliged  to  refuse  repeated  applications.  While  it  will  require 
longer  experience  to  determine  how  far  the  interests  of  horticulture  are  to  be 
advanced  by  the  radical  change  of  agencies  at  the  Federal  Capital,  it  may  not 
be  wholly  unprofitable  to  take  an  account  of  the  benefits  realized  within  the 
year.  Late  in  the  winter  of  1862-3,  your  Secretary  received  from  the  new 
Department  a  "Catalogue  of  the  Plants,  Bulbs,  Tubers,  &c,  for  Distribution 
from  the  United  States  Propagating  Garden."  Forwarded  under  the  frank  of 
Commissioner  Newton,  as  it  was  prepared  by  his  direction,  its  transmission 
was  construed  into  an  invitation  to  this  Society  to  specify  the  "  Plants,  Bulbs, 
Tubers,  &c,"  of  which  it  might  desire  specimens.  Accordingly,  with  the 
advice  and  assistance  of  Messrs.  John  Milton  Earle  and  D.  Waldo  Lincoln, 
Ex-Presidents — than  whom  your  roll  of  membership  could  afford  none  more 
competent — a  list  was  completed  and  mailed  to  the  Department.  The  receipt 
of  that  list  was  acknowledged  by  the  Department,  and  assurances  were  lavished 
that  the  Society  should  be  remembered  iu  the  spring,  when  alone  transplanta- 
tion could  be  safely  ventured.  In  this  position  the  matter  rested  for  months. 
Although  spring  came  and  went,  bringing  with  it  neither  germ  nor  sign  of  life 
from  the  Department,  no  uneasiness  was  felt  until  the  Secretary  chanced  to 
observe  in  the  Gardeners'  Monthly,  of  Philadelphia,  a  record  of  action  by  the 
Society  of  "Fruit  Growers  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania"  in  grateful  recognition 
of  an  extensive  and  valuable  collection  of  "Plants,  Bulbs,  Tubers,  &c," 
received  from  Commissioner  Newton.  After  consultation  with  some  of  your 
Trustees,  a  letter  was  addressed  by  your  Secretary  to  the  Commissioner,  citing 
this  instance  in  Pennsylvania,  and  suggesting  that  the  climate  of  Massachu- 
setts is  not  so  severe  but  that  it  will  admit  of  planting  before  June.  A  com- 
munication was  received  in  reply,  dated  June  22,  1863,  signed  William  Saun- 
ders, and  covering  the  business  card  of  said  Saunders  as  "  Landscape  Gardener 
and  Garden  Architect,"  with  certificates  to  his  capacity  as  such,  in  which  com- 
munication said  Saunders,  after  professions  of  devotion  to  the  welfare  of  the 
Department,  proceeds  to  reconcile  us  to  our  disappointment  by  the  assurance 
that  he  had  "  exhausted  the  whole  stock  of  plants,  &c."  by  sending  them  to 
others;  that  "  the  stock  never  was  valuable ,"  containing  "  nothing  of  interest 
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to  the  county}!,  at  least  north  of  Virginia.1'1  He  concluded,  however,  with  the 
generous  proffer  of  a  "few  thousands  of  the  European  Cork  Oak,''  for  which  he 
had  then  neither  demand  nor  use.  To  all  which  it  was  sufficient  to  reply  that, 
by  the  issue  of  "  A  Catalogue  of  Plants,  Bulbs,  dec.,  for  distribution"  without 
other  remark,  the  Department  authorized  the  supposition  that  the  Plants,  &c, 
were  of  value.  And,  if  a  distribution  was  to  be  had,  it  could  only  be  done 
equitably  in  the  order  of  application,  pro  rata.  Certainly  the  application  of 
this  Society  might  have  received  attention,  since  it  followed  almost  immediately 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  "  Catalogue."  Moreover,  it  would  seem  that  the  time 
to  disparage  the  worth  of  the  collection  should  be  prior  to  its  dissemination,  * 
and,  at  any  rate,  anterior  to  a  vote  of  thanks  for  a  portion  of  it  by  cultivators 
so  skillful  as  the  horticulturists  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  That  there  was 
"nothing  of  interest  to  the  country,  at  least  north  of  Virginia  "  will  be  some- 
what refreshing  to  those  of  our  florists  who  trace  in  the  "  Catalogue"  among 
other  items,  the  following  : 

"  Gladiolus,  35  varieties  2000  plants. 

Roses,  80  varieties  8000  plants." 

The  letter  of  June  22d  closed  the  correspondence.  Mr.  Saunders,  and  with 
him,  undoubtedly,  the  Department,  firm  in  the  conviction  that  they  distributed 
what  they  had  ;  that  it  was  distributed  to  whom  they  pleased  ;  and  that  it  was 
not  worth  distributing  at  all.  Your  Secretary  as  thoroughly  persuaded  that,  in 
resultant  benefits  to  the  community,  the  little  finger  of  the  petty  Agricultural 
Bureau  of  the  Patent  Office  was  thicker  than  the  loins  of  the  newer  and  conse- 
quential Department.  A  statement  of  the  gross  receipts  from  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  during  the  first  year  of  its  existence  will  illustrate  the  advantages 
derived  from  it  by  this  Society,  and  fitly  close  this  digression  : 

Five  copies  Report  of  the  Department. 

Six  quart-bags  of  Wheat,  sent  after  season  of  planting. 

Two  pounds,  more  or  less,  of  Yegetable  Seeds,  viz  :  Turnip,  Beet,  &c,  Ruta  Baga,  &c. 
Two  packages  of  Flower  Seeds,  viz  :  Mignonette,  Larkspur,  Marygold,  Portulacca,  &c. 

This  Society  comprises  within  its  province  the  entire  County  of  Worcester. 
Should  the  same  proportion  hold  good  throughout  the  Commonwealth,  the  real, 
practical  utility  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  Massachusetts  may  be  a 
theme  for  admiration,  but  will  scarcely  involve  a  problem  in  arithmetic. 

The  meetings  for  discussion  were  seasonably  resumed,  and  have  been  produc- 
tive of  unquestionable  benefit.  In  this  particular,  however,  the  Society  has 
formidable  obstacles  with  which  to  contend.  No  sooner  does  an  individual 
evince  interest  in  our  purpose  and  efforts  than  he  is  forthwith  appropriated  by 
the  public  for  its  own  service.  Whether  superior  qualifications  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  civil  trusts  do  result  from  that  assiduous  and  careful  industry 
essential  to  horticultural  success,  it  is  not  incumbent  upon  us  here  to  decide. 
Let  it  suffice  to  remark  that,  if  the  Society  is  made  poorer  by  the  fact,  it  must 
find  solace  in  the  knowledge  that  the  department  of  State  charities,  not  less 
than  the  affairs  of  our  own  municipality,  are  so  much  the  more  wisely  adminis- 
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tered.  But  yet  the  enforced  absence  of  some  whose  time  and  co-operation  is 
thus  taken  from  us  demands  its  compensation.  Will  not  others,  who  have 
heretofore  withheld  their  active  assistance,  recognize  the  duty  of  making  good 
the  places  of  those  who  have  been  called  to  different  spheres  of  usefulness  ?  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  the  renewed  vitality  of  this  Society  is  almost  exclusively 
attributable  to  its  weekly  meetings  and  exhibitions.  Neither  is  it  to  be 
doubted  that  to  "  advance  the  science  and  improve  lite  practice  of  horticulture'''' 
in  its  widest  significations  is,  to  say  the  least,  a  pursuit  as  noble  and  not  of 
inferior  worth  to  the  production  of  shoddy  or  the  adulteration  of  the  commoner 
articles  of  traffic.  He  who  simply  insures  a  supply  of  dried  fruit  for  the  hos- 
pitals is  a  far  more  valuable  citizen  than  one  who  affects  a  superiority  based 
upon  nothing  better  than  the  magnitude  of  his  business.  This  point  is  dwelt 
upon  at  such  length  since  it  is  but  too  evident  that  there  are  many  in  this  com- 
munity who  can  discern  nothing  in  a  landscape  but  a  mirage  of  "greenbacks," 
whose  perspective  is  limited  to  their  individual  greed,  and  who  are  inclined  to 
make  light  of  the  incomprehensible,  because  unselfish  and  beneficent  opera- 
tions of  our  Society.  And  yet  doubtless  the  combined  benefactions  of  all  such 
scoffers  would  not  equal  in  practical  advantage  the  blessings  which  pomology 
has  conferred  upon  humanity  by  its  gift  of  vinegar  alone.  May  not  the  superi- 
ority of  those  who  affect  to  look  down  upon  horticulture,  its  Societies  and  aco- 
lytes, be,  after  all,  but  the  emptiness  of  assumption  ?  May  not  their  own 
pursuits  be  more  inane,  their  own  enjoyments  more  vapid,  than  those  upon 
which  such  pretentious  indifference  is  vented  ?  Surely  we  need  not  be  ashamed 
who  follow, 

"Haud  passibus  aequis," 

in  the  footsteps  of  Berckmans  and  Brinckle,  of  Downing  and  Wilder.  If  our 
meetings  have  lost  the  charm  of  novelty,  they  have  gained  in  solid  develop- 
ment. From  our  starting-point  many  steps  have  been  taken  towards  our  goal. 
But  even  if  the  novelty  is  somewhat  less,  is  not  the  duty  of  the  conscientious 
horticulturist  all  the  greater?  The  year  just  expired  has  left  behind  it  its 
wealth  of  experience  to  be  collated  and  treasured  up.  What  Apples  have 
yielded  a  crop  in  the  old  year,  and  what  has  been  their  quality  ?  What  Pears 
disappointed  and  what  exceeded  expectation  ?  Why  did  the  Winter  Nelis  bear 
in  such  unwonted  excellence  and  profusion  ?  What  should  occasion  the  inferi- 
ority of  the  Glout  Morceau  in  1863  to  its  splendid  fruition  of  1862?  Why 
did  all  Pears  ripen  off  so  prematurely  ?  And  so  many  so  lack  flavor?  What 
objection  is  there  to  putting  the  Doyenne  du  Cornice  in  the  very  front  rank  of 
Pears?  Why  did  Grapes  disappoint  the  hopes  of  their  cultivators  in  coming 
to  maturity?  These  and  other  similar  questions  should  be  answered  by  this 
Society.  Not  all  its  members  may  be  able  always  to  attend.  Some  may  dis- 
trust their  capacity  to  impart,  if  not  to  derive  instruction.  But  there  are  none 
who  have  the  power  who  should  not  find  in  the  inability  of  others  a  mighty 
stimulus  to  afford  their  own  co-operation. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  official  relations  of  the  undersigned  with  the 
Society,  there  have  been  the  following  accessions  to  the  roll  of  its  members  : 
11 
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In  1861,  one ;  in  1862,  nineteen ;  in  1863,  forty-two.  It  is  pertinent  to  note, 
in  this  connection,  that  there  was  no  exhibition  in  1861,  owing  to  the  paralysis 
of  all  business  by  the  then  recent  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  that  the  transfer  of 
the  Library  was  not  consummated  until  the  last  Thursday  of  February,  A.  D. 
1862. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Trustees  in  1863,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  William 
T.  Merrifield,  it  was  determined  to  raise  a  fund  by  subscription  for  the  purpose 
of  stimulating,  through  the  offer  of  suitable  premiums,  competition  in  the 
growth  and  display  of  summer  Flowers  and  Fruits.  Thanks  to  the  zeal  of 
Messrs.  Edward  Earle  and  0.  B.  Hadwen,  a  liberal  sum  was  obtained,  of 
which  a  portion  has  been  expended  as  was  designed,  leaving  a  sufficient  amount 
for  similar  purposes  during  the  present  year.  The  success  of  the  enterprise 
was  greater  than  could  have  been  anticipated  by  the  most  sanguine.  To  illus- 
trate this  more  perfectly,  a  summary  is  given  of  the  entries  for  the  years  1862 
and  1863,  severally,  exclusive  of  those  at  the  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition : 


*ries. 

i-ries. 

Anno  Domini. 

iwltoi 

■S  |  8*8 

Plants. 
Flowers. 

DQ 

m 
i. 

'3 

oq 

1 1  s  § 

O  O  O  55 

cs 

0) 

Ph 

6 
H 

29 

98 
83 

632 

160 

512 

1443 

1863  

44 

616 

366 

374 

1488 

The  net  increase  in  the  aggregate,  it  will  be  noticed,  is  not  very  large.  Pre- 
miums upon  quality  tend  surely,  if  slowly,  to  a  reduction  of  the  qnantity  offered 
for  exhibition.  But  the  true  explanation  —  one  which  brings  into  clearer 
relief  the  actual  gain  in  1863 — is  to  be  found  in  the  facts  that  the  season  was 
not  unusually  favorable  to  the  growth  of  the  smaller  fruits ;  that  it  was  not  the 
bearing  year  of  the  pomologist,  notwithstanding  which  the  entries  of  Apples 
were  more  than  doubled,  although  Pears  for  that  and  other  causes  suffered  an 
appreciable  diminution  ;  that  viniculture  yielded  but  doubtful  returns ;  and 
that  whereas  the  floral  aggregate  for  1862,  was  made  up  of  single  blooms  and 
cuttings,  in  entries  covering  the  whole  year,  the  sum  total  for  1863,  is  com- 
posed of  immense  exotic  plants,  of  entire  stands  recorded  for  economy  of  time 
as  a  unit,  and  of  collections  of  Plants  in  pots,  which  also,  for  the  same  reason, 
figure  as  single  items  in  the  enumeration.  In  1862  not  a  Thursday  occurred 
from  the  date  of  the  transfer  of  the  Library  until  the  Annual  Autumnal  Exhi- 
bition that  some  display,  more  or  less  extensive,  was  not  furnished  by  the 
skillful  florists  of  the  city  of  Worcester.  For  some  unknown  cause  these  con- 
tributions were  withheld  in  1863,  until  the  25th  day  of  June,  when  premiums 
were  offered  for  the  best  collections  of  Roses.  Thus,  to  be  more  explicit, 
while  in  1862,  under  the  stimulus  of  novelty,  there  were  three  hundred  and 
ninety-six  entries  of  Plants  and  Flowers  throughout  a  period  ranging  from 
February  26  to  September  15  ;  in  1863,  during  the  twenty  (20)  hours  from 
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June  25  to  September  3,  on  which  the  Library  was  open,  and  with  the  charm 
of  novelty  dispelled,  the  entries  in  that  class  numbered  four  hundred  and  forty, 
of  which  at  least  one-third  consisted  of  out-door,  hardy  Roses.  The  ability  of 
the  Society  to  maintain  the  Summer  Exhibitions  was  thus  amply  established 
by  the  liberality  of  individuals.  The  wisdom  of  those  members  who  first  sug- 
gested the  attempt  is  completely  vindicated.  Nor  does  it  reflect  discredit  upon 
the  Society  that  the  success  of  the  Summer  Exhibitions  in  their  Floral  Depart- 
ment is  mainly  attributable  to  the  tender  of  pecuniary  remuneration.  The 
opportunity  of  contributing,  without  fee  or  hope  of  reward,  is  refused  to  none. 
That  it  is  improved  by  many  argues  well  for  their  public  spirit.  Yet  the 
"laborer"  will  ever  be  "worthy  of  his  hire,"  whether  it  assume  the  form  of  a 
laurel-crown  in  classic  Greece,  of  thanks  and  medals  in  a  Republican  Congress, 
or  of  the  more  humble  premium  bestowed  by  friends  and  neighbors  associated 
in  a  common  pursuit.  That  this  view  meets  with  the  public  sanction  is  mani- 
fest from  the  signal  success  of  those  exhibitions.  For  the  people,  who  have  a 
way  of  absenting  themselves  from  scenes  that  they  would  discountenance,  invig- 
orated our  struggling  enterprise  with  the  vital  encouragement  of  their  presence. 
The  room  devoted  to  the  exhibition  was  thronged  on  each  succeeding  Thurs- 
day. The  ladies  especially  evinced  an  interest  in  these  displays,  which  was 
alike  cheering  for  the  present,  and  indicative  for  the  future.  For  it  demon- 
strated what  many  of  our  enthusiastic  pomologists  are  too  much  disposed  to 
overlook,  but  which  was  manifested  beyond  cavil  at  the  Annual  Exhibition, 
that  Flora  and  not  Pomona,  is  the  goddess  of  female  idolatry,  and  that  it 
is  to  the  devotees  of  the  former  that  the  Society  must  chiefly  look  to  replenish 
its  resources  and  promote  its  objects.  The  seasons  are  not  always  so  propi- 
tious. But  increased  encouragement  would  lead  to  greater  effort  in  the  coun- 
teraction of  unfavorable  influences,  and  perhaps  result  in  the  achievement, 
every  year,  of  as  fine  a  floral  display  as  that  which  opened  on  the  loth  of  last 
September.  We  have  nursed  the  Pear  until  it  would  be  hard  to  find  collec- 
tions of  that  fruit  superior  to  those  grown  by  our  citizens,  unhappily  not  always 
members  of  our  Society.  We  have  transferred  our  Library  to  its  present  loca- 
tion, and  held  weekly  meetings  for  the  display  of  specimens  for  mutual  instruc- 
tion ;  and  our  reward  is  apparent  in  the  present  healthy  and  vigorous  condition 
of  the  corporation.  We  contributed  a  fund  for  Summer  Exhibitions,  and  our 
recompense  is  found  in  the  development  of  public  taste,  the  awakened  interest 
of  the  ladies,  and  unprecedented  augmentation  of  our  list  of  members.  The 
question  for  us  now  to  decide  would  seem  to  be,  whether  we  shall  cramp  the 
usefulness  of  the  Society  by  grudging  the  expenditure  of  every  dollar  that  is 
diverted  from  the  diminution  of  its  liabilities,  or,  profiting  by  the  experience  of 
the  two  years  just  past,  we  shall  strive  in  all  possible  ways  to  "  advance  the 
science  and  encourage  and  improve  the  practice  of  horticulture.'1''  In  other, 
plainer,  and  precise  terms  :  shall  this  Society  continue  to  exist  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  debt  as  its  chief  object,  or  for  the  objects  specified  in  its  charter?  It 
is  not  likely,  should  the  present  interest  be  allowed  to  subside,  that  another 
future  effort  for  its  revival  will  be  attended  with  greater  if  equal  good  fortune. 
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Those  who  are  now  zealous  will  then  be  discouraged  by  the  memory  of  what 
was  omitted  when  it  might  have  been  done  to  advantage.  Those  who  affect  to 
disbelieve  that  an  interest  can  long  be  maintained  in  such  matters  will  wrap 
themselves  up  in  selfish  isolation,,  (of  such  the  number  is  even  now  legion  !)  and 
excuse  their  indifference  with  the  "I  told  you  so  1 "  of  the  wise  in  his  own  con- 
ceit. The  undersigned,  from  reflection,  not  less  than  from  the  observation  of 
his  three  years  of  official  life,  is  firmly  persuaded  that  in  our  operations,  as  in 
all  other,  aggression  is  the  one  thing  needful.  We  may  compel  the  public 
attention  and  co-operation,  or,  by  timidity,  we  can  forfeit  the  proud  position  of 
the  Society  and  prove  ourselves  unworthy  of  stations  which  imply  corresponding- 
duties. 

The  present  is  not  a  period  in  which  to  relax  our  hold  upon  the  sympathies 
of  the  community.  At  a  time  when  there  is  a  growing  tendency,  even  in  our 
own  rural  city,  to  contemn  the  cottage  with  its  inappreciable  wealth  of  bloom 
and  fragrance,  its  umbrage  of  honey-suckle  and  rose  ;  and  to  huddle  in  barracks 
of  mere  architectural  pretension,  to  the  relinquishment  of  that  whole  charm  of 
outward  adornment  so  conspicuous  in  a  neat  lawn  or  a  well-kept  garden  ;  this 
Society,  which  has  done  so  much  to  originate  and  foster  a  cultivated  taste, 
should  least  of  all  weary  in  well  doing.  One  step  in  advance  can  only  be  sus- 
tained by  another.  For  us  not  to  advance  is  to  recede.  Barbarism  results 
from  and  is  the  effect  of  an  extreme  civilization  as  well  as  precedes  it.  Those 
who  delight  in  the  pursuits  of  horticulture  are  among  us,  and  of  to-day.  Who 
shall  answer  for  the  morrow,  unless  our  children  are  trained  to  the  amenities 
in  which  we  rejoice  ? 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN,  Secretary  and  Librarian. 

Worcester,  January  6,  A.  D.  1854. 
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ADDRESS 

OF 

J.  HENRY  HILL,  President, 

At  the  Twenty-fifth  Annual  Exhibition,  in  Review  of  the  Condition 
of  the  Society.  Delivered  on  Thursday  Evening,  September  22, 
at  8  o'clock. 

} jnl ics  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society : 

This  is  the  hour  set  apart  by  the  rules  of  the  Annual  Exhibition  to  hear  the 
reports  of  the  several  Committees,  and  to  act  upon  them. 

It  has  been  the  custom  of  those  who  have  preceded  me,  and  it  commends 
itself  as  a  very  proper  one,  before  receiving  the  reports,  to  briefly  state  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Society,  its  operations  for  the  past  year,  and  its  pros- 
pects for  the  future.  I  crave  your  indulgence  for  a  moment  while  I  address 
myself  to  such  statement. 

The  only  change  in  the  financial  condition  of  the  Society,  appears  from  a 
statement  made  by  the  Treasurer,  to  be  a  gratifying  one,  namely,  the  reduction 
of  the  debt  in  the  amount  of  six  hundred  dollars,  leaving  the  present  indebt- 
edness of  the  Society  only  eight  thousand  one  hundred  dollars.  The  amount 
of  the  rents  becoming  due  on  the  first  of  October  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the 
taxes  and  all  small  claims,  unless  there  may  be  a  small  balance  due  on  the 
expenses  of  this  exhibition,  and  for  which  it  may  become  necessary  to  make  a 
small  temporary  loan.    It  is  hoped,  however,  that  even  this  may  be  avoided. 

The  favorable  character  of  the  past  winter,  followed  by  a  spring  of  signal 
promise,  warranted  fruit-growers  in  anticipating  a  display  at  the  present  time 
exceeding  anything  we  had  before  had.  But  the  long-continued  dry  weather 
of  the  summer  checked  their  anticipations,  and  they  looked  forward  to  the  exhi- 
bition with  quite  as  much  of  fear  as  of  hope.  We  were  all  prepared  for  failure  ; 
but  we  are  all  happily  disappointed.  The  result  is  more  successful  than  the 
most  hopeful  of  us  had  dared  to  anticipate,  and  taking  everything  into  account, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  congratulating  you  upon  the  complete  success  of  your 
Twenty-fifth  Annual  Exhibition.  The  total  number  of  entries  does  not  vary 
half  a  dozen  from  that  of  last  year.    And  while  there  has  been  a  considerable 
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decrease  in  the  entries  of  Pears  and  Apples,  owing  to  the  absence  of  several 
large  and  ordinarily  regular  contributors,  in  every  other  department  the  increase 
is  large — in  the  Vegetable  department  greater  than  ever  before.  I  will  not 
trouble  you  with  the  actual  figures,  for  you  will  receive  them  in  another  form. 

The  appearance  of  the  Fruit  is  not  quite  up  to  our  highest  standard — 
there  are  not,  perhaps,  so  many  plates  of  very  fine  or  remarkable  Fruit,  but  in 
regard  to  its  average  quality  there  seems  to  be  but  one  opinion  expressed ;  and 
that  is,  that  it  is  fully  equal  to  any  other  year,  and  that  it  very  much  exceeds 
many. 

The  weekly  exhibitions  of  the  Society  have  been  kept  up  with  varying  suc- 
cess during  the  year.  The  Association  is  greatly  indebted  to  the  constant  and 
untiring  efforts  of  the  Secretary  for  sustaining  and  keeping  up  these  weekly 
reunions.  He  has  devoted  himself  in  season  and  out  of  season  to  the  welfare 
of  the  Society,  and  his  efforts  have  not  proved  wholly  unsuccessful. 

The  utility  of  these  frequent  exhibitions  is  no  longer  a  matter  of  doubt. 
Their  usefulness  has  become  an  established  fact.  In  the  free  discussions  which 
they  give  rise  to,  in  the  comparison  of  different  experiences,  touching  the 
selection,  training  and  culture  of  the  staple  Fruits,  they  have  proved  no  less 
useful  than  in  relation  to  the  smaller  Fruits  which  can  never  be  found  upon 
your  tables  at  your  Annual  Exhibitions,  and  for  which  these  more  frequent 
meetings  were  designed.  Of  all  the  varieties  of  Pears  and  Apples  which  are 
shown  here  at  the  Annual  Exhibitions,  very  few  are  in  a  proper  state  to  have 
their  excellencies  tested.  They  can  only  be  judged  of  by  their  external  appear- 
ance. But  the  most  showy  and  attractive  fruit  in  appearance  often  proves  to 
be  the  least  desirable  and  valuable,  and  sometimes  not  worthy  even  of  cultiva- 
tion. But  brought  in,  week  by  week,  as  they  are  at  these  little  gatherings,  as 
they  become  ripe,  they  can  be  fully  judged  of  in  every  respect,  and  approved 
or  condemned.  A  person  can  best  judge  for  himself  in  this  way,  and  when  he 
makes  a  selection  of  his  trees  he  knows  what  he  wants,  and  is  not  forced  to 
rely  upon  the  judgment  and  taste  of  others. 

The  same  principle  holds  good  in  relation  to  the  small  Fruits.  They  are  here 
tested,  at  the  only  time  they  can  be,  and  compared,  one  with  another,  together 
with  the  different  modes  of  treatment  applied  by  different  growers  to  render 
their  cultivation  successful.  And  certainly  no  greater  benefit  can  be  conferred 
upon  the  community  than  a  practical  knowledge  how  to  bring  these  luxuries  to 
the  table  of  any  one  who  has  any  land  at  all.  They  are  then  luxuries  in  truth : 
the  charm  which  attaches  to  a  plate  of  Raspberries,  or  Strawberries,  or  Cur- 
rants, raised  by  your  own  care,  upon  your  own  ground,  and  gathered  fresh  for 
use  when  wanted,  must  be  experienced  to  be  fully  appreciated.  It  is  then  only 
that  you  will  realize  the  difference  between  these  fruits  of  home  growth  and 
culture,  and  those  brought  from  other  sections  and  sold  in  the  market. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  many  considerations  which  address  themselves  to  us 
as  a  reason  why  these  exhibitions  should  continue  to  be  held.  We  should  not 
suffer  them  to  flag,  or  our  interest  in  them  to  be  abated.  If  we  compare  the 
entries  for  the  two  years  past,  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  the  present  year's 
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operations  in  this  respect  have  not  been  marked  with  so  great  an  increase  of 
interest  and  success  as  could  have  been  wished,  owing  in  part  to  the  unfavorable 
character  of  the  season,  and  in  part  to  the  absence  of  several  veteran  horticul- 
turists who  have  been  called  to  other  fields  of  labor,  and  been  prevented  from 
giving  that  attention  to  the  doings  of  our  Society  that  it  has  been  their  wont  in 
years  past  to  bestow. 

I  trust  I  shall  be  pardoned  if,  in  this  connection,  I  make  use  of  a  very  trite 
observation ;  and  that  is,  that  in  order  fully  and  successfully  to  attain  the 
objects  and  fulfill  the  mission  of  an  association  organized  in  the  manner,  and 
for  the  purposes  of  our  own,  concert  of  action  and  harmony  among  its  mem- 
bers is  essential.  'Tis  the  old  story  of  the  bundle  of  rods  repeated.  With 
such  concert  of  action  and  harmony  everything  can  be  accomplished — without 
it  all  our  efforts  are  comparatively  fruitless.  And  yet  as  necessary  as  this  is, 
it  is  surprising  sometimes  how  small  a  matter  will  have  the  effect  to  turn  the 
whole  current  of  a  person's  feelings  towards  the  Society  from  a  tone  of  friend- 
ship and  kindliness  to  one  of  bitterness  and  rancor: — a  failure  to  procure  a 
premium — an  imaginary  slight — or  a  real  difference  of  opinion — all  or  each 
may  produce  an  alienation  which  results  in  a  mutual  loss  and  injury  :  it 
deprives  the  subject  of  all  the  advantages  of  the  Association,  and  they  are  not 
a  few,  and  the  Association  of  the  benefits  of  his  wisdom  and  experience.  It  is 
not  difficult  to  imagine  the  disappointment  of  one  who  has  from  early  summer 
watched  the  growth  and  development  of  some  favorite  Fruit  which  he  has  cared 
for  and  petted,  day  by  day,  fondly  imagining  that  it  may  fairly  challenge  all 
competition,  until  he  has  wrought  himself  up  to  a  conviction  of  it,  when  he 
comes  to  your  tables  and  finds  there  are  others  who  have  done  the  same  thing — 
others  who  have  cared  for  and  petted  the  same  varieties  of  Fruit — perhaps 
with  the  same,  or  in  the  opinion  of  some  Committee,  even  greater  success.  I 
say  it  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  his  disappointment ;  but  it  is  difficult  to 
imagine  how,  for  such  a  cause,  any  one  can  stand  aloof  from  the  Association, 
withdraw  from  it  his  countenance  and  support,  and  deny  himself  all  benefit  and 
advantage  of  a  connection  with  it.  There  is  a  far  better  and  more  excellent 
way  to  meet  such  a  disappointment :  repeat  the  trial,  and  be  not  satisfied  with 
one  repetition ;  but  let  it  come  again  and  again,  until  success  rewards  him,  as 
it  is  sure  to  do,  by  constant  effort.  Such  a  course  strengthens  the  contributor, 
and  enlarges  the  Society's  sphere  of  usefulness.  Do  we  bring  here  our  contri- 
butions merely  and  solely  to  obtain  premiums  ?  Have  we  no  higher  purpose — 
no  more  worthy  object?  If  it  be  so,  'tis  certainly  but  a  poor  compensation  to 
the  Society  for  the  aid  and  assistance  which  she  has  rendered  us.  Rather  let  it 
be  said  that  our  higher  object  is  to  show  to  others  what  may  be  produced  by 
diligent  and  careful  cultivation,  stimulating  them  to  like  efforts,  and  thus  to 
raise  the  general  standard  of  horticulture. 

The  number  of  new  members  during  the  year  has  been  considerably  less 
than  in  many  previous  years.  This,  perhaps,  may  be  attributed  to  the  remark- 
able accession  last  year,  in  part,  the  field  having  been  pretty  thoroughly 
gleaned,  and  partly  because  more  exciting  topics  have  engrossed  the  minds  of 
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all  of  us.  This  part  of  our  work,  however,  the  enlistment  of  new  members  in 
iOur  cause,  ought  not  to  be  neglected.  It  would  require  but  comparatively  little 
effort  for  each  of  our  present  active  members  to  procure  one  new  one.  That 
effort  is  certainly  worth  the  trial,  and  would  amply  repay  all  it  would  cost. 
That  the  object  is  one  which  deserves  our  good  offices,  needs  no  words  of  mine 
to  prove.  The  influence  of  your  Society  and  the  work  of  its  members  in  past 
years  is  visible  on  every  hand.  Every  collection  of  choice  fruit-trees — every 
line  of  shade-trees  bears  it  witness — the  beautiful  homes  within  and  around  our 
city  which  have  sprung  into  existence,  as  by  magic,  within  the  few  last  years,  in 
whatever  taste  they  exhibit,  give  evidence  of  its  faithfulness  and  its  power.  I 
think  you  will  bear  me  out  in  saying  that  it  is  not  too  much  to  claim  for  your 
past  efforts,  that  for  years,  not  a  private  residence  with  its  surrounding  grounds 
has  been  planned  and  completed,  not  a  public  avenue  embellished  or  a  park 
projected,  where  the  work  may  not  be  traced,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  to  influences  radiating  from  your  Association.  It  claims  that  it 
has  been  largely  instrumental  in  cultivating  and  forming,  the  taste  which  has 
led  to  private  enterprises  of  this  character,  and  created  a  demand  for  public 
ones.  These  claims  may  be  ignored  and  probably  will  be,  by  those  who  never 
look  beyond  their  own  personal  efforts,  labors  and  tastes  for  results,  but  they 
are  nevertheless  well-grounded,  and  we  need  not  fear  but  they  will  bear  being 
submitted  to  any  reasonable  test  which  may  be  applied  to  them.  Our  object, 
therefore,  is  a  laudable  one,  and  however  much  we  may  do,  or  however  active 
and  zealous  we  may  be  in  the  work  to  which  we  have  addressed  ourselves,  we 
may  have  the  satisfaction  of  feeling  that  our  labors  and  efforts  have  nothing  of 
a  selfish  character  in  them,  but  that  we  are  rather  as  public  servants,  laboring 
for  the  public  good. 

There  is  one  other  suggestion  which  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Society.  I  refer  to  the  publication  of  its  transactions.  We  fre- 
quently have  discussions,  conducted  by  our  most  experienced  and  successful 
cultivators,  which  are  of  too  valuable  a  character  to  be  lost,  and  I  doubt  if  there 
is  any  way  in  which  a  portion  of  the  income  of  the  Society  could  be  more  profit- 
ably expended,  than  in  putting  the  results,  at  least,  of  these  discussions  into 
some  form  for  circulation  among  our  members  5  even  if  some  small  sum  were 
to  be  charged  for  a  yearly  publication  of  our  transactions,  I  have  no  doubt 
but  they  would  be  eagerly  sought  for  and  readily  taken  by  our  members.  It  is 
precisely  what  they  need  most — the  result  of  experiments  made  at  home  in  a 
soil,  and  under  a  climate  their  own. 

Again,  it  has  always  seemed  to  me  hardly  courteous  to  ask  gentlemen,  selected 
as  they  are  for  their  experience,  to  spend  several  days  of  their  time  in  your  ser- 
vice in  the  various  committees,  and  then  consign  the  results  of  their  labors  to 
the  Secretary's  chest,  never  to  be  brought  to  the  light  again.  This  is  not  as  it 
should  be.  We  have  a  Committee  on  Publication,  but  it  never  has  any  duties  ; 
or,  if  it  has  any,  those  duties  have  been  necessarily  usurped  by  scissors  and 
paste,  assisted  by  the  pains-taking  of  your  Secretary,  and  the  kindness  of  our 
daily  press.    We  make  our  history,  but  neglect  to  put  it  in  a  permanent  form  for 
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preservation,  and  therefore  it  is  lost,  or  at  least,  is  imperfect  and  unsatisfactory. 
Our  duty,  as  a  Society,  is  not  so  much  to  make  money,  as  to  diffuse  informa- 
tion upon  the  subject,  for  our  improvement  in  which,  our  organization  was 
created.  I  trust  the  subject  is  one  which  may  engage  your  attention  at  no  very 
distant  day,  and  that  such  action  may  be  taken  upon  it  as  will  best  subserve  the 
interests  and  objects  of  the  Society. 

12 
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ANNUAL  EXHIBITION,  1864. 

REPORT  ON  APPLES. 

Thomas  L.  Nelson,  Chairman;  John  Milton  Earle,  Samuel  H.  Colton, 
J.  Frank  Allen,  Dr.  Rufus  Woodward,  of  Worcester;  Josiah  L.  Wood- 
ward, of  Millbury. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  delegated  the  duty  of  awarding  the  Society's 
premiums  for  Apples,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

The  number  of  contributors  to  the  display  of  Apples  was  forty-five,  and  of 
entries,  five  hundred  and  seventeen,  being  about  the  same  as  last  year.  The 
specimens  on  exhibition  are  of  average  quality,  though  of  somewhat  diminished 
size,  owing,  doubtless,  to  the  long-continued  drought  of  the  summer  and 
autumn.  The  same  cause  has  perhaps  affected  injuriously  the  fairness  and 
general  appearance  of  the  fruit  exhibited.  Many  of  the  specimens  are,  however, 
of  great  beauty  and  excellence,  indicating  faithful  and  intelligent  cultivation. 
Instances  of  decidedly  inferior  fruit  are  rare,  while  many  of  the  contributions 
are  worthy  of  great  praise. 

In  making  our  award,  the  Committee  have  endeavored  to  observe  the  sixth 
rule  of  the  Society,  and  to  be  guided  by  quality,  rather  than  by  numbers  of 
varieties  merely.    We  award  : 

Apples. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  to  Jonathan  Forbush,  of 

Bolton,  $10  00 

This  collection  we  regard  as  of  the  highest  excellence. 
For  the  second  largest  and  best,  to  Stephen  S.  Foster,  of  Worcester,    8  00 
This  collection,  likewise,  is  of  high  merit. 

For  the  third  best,  to  Sylvanus  Sears,  of  Worcester,  Harris  on  Insects. 

For  the  best  twenty  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  to  J.  L. 

Woodward,  of  Millbury,   8  00 

As  no  contributor  appears  to  be  entitled  to  the  second  premium  of  this  class 
(Harris  on  Insects),  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  award  it,  as  a  gratuity  to  Wm. 
Eames,  of  Worcester,  for  his  very  beautiful  display  of  twelve  varieties,  subject, 
of  course,  to  the  approval  of  the  Society. 

For  the  best  twelve  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  to  Cyrus 

White,  of  Millbury,   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Samuel  A.  Knox,  of  Grafton,   4  00 
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For  the  best  six  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  to  George  A. 

Chamberlain,  of  Worcester,   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  S.  P.  Champney,  of  Saundersville,   2  00 

For  the  best  eight  Gravenstein  Apples,  to  Isaac  Mills,  of  Worcester,  1  00 

E^or  the  best  eight  Porter  Apples,  to  D.  B.  Comins,  of  Worcester,...  1  00 


And  in  this  connection  we  would  make  honorable  mention  of  five  remarkably 
fine  specimens  of  the  Mother  Apple  contributed  by  Mr.  Comins  to  the  Exhibition. 


For  the  best  eight  Hubbardston  Nonsuch  Apples,  to  Harvey  Dodge, 

of  Sutton,   1  00 

For  the  best  eight  Baldwin  Apples,  to  Francis  McCracken,  of  Mill- 
bury,  '.   1  00 

Gratuities. — For  several  fine  specimens  of  the  Yellow  Bellefleur,  to 

Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury,   1  00 

For  specimens  of  the  Lyscomb,  to  George  H.  Rich,  of  Worcester,    1  00 

For  his  collection  of  forty-seven  varieties,  to  W.  W.  Keyes,  of  West 

Boylston,   1  00 

For  his  collection  of  twelve  varieties,  to  W.  H.  Heywood,  of  Wor- 
cester,   1  00 

For  his  collection  of  eighteen  varieties,  to  Joseph  A.  Denny,  of 

Leicester,   1  00 

For  her  collection  of  eleven  varieties,  to  Lydia  A.  Searles,  of  Wil- 
kinson ville,   1  00 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


T.  L.  NELSON,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  FLOWERS,  PLANTS,  &c. 

Charles  A.  Chase,  Chairman;  James  L.  Burbank,  George  Chandler, 
D.  S.  Messinger,  of  Worcester;  Jonathan  D.  Wheeler,  of  Grafton. 

The  Committee  on  Plants,  Flowers,  &c,  beg  to  congratulate  the  Society 
upon  the  attractiveness  of  their  department  of  this  year's  Exhibition.  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  the  exhibition  of  the  Massachusetts  Society  should  be  con- 
temporaneous with  ours,  because  we  thus  lose  the  presence  of  many  Flowers 
which  ought  to  be  here.  Still  we  have  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  liberal  and 
tasteful  contributions  of  the  cultivated  citizens  of  our  own  County,  and  we 
trust  the  Society  will  continue  to  offer  liberal  prizes,  which  shall  stimulate  the 
people  to  competition,  resulting  in  renewed  exertions  to  secure  excellence,  and 
also  in  the  improvement  of  the  taste  of  the  general  public,  who,  after  all, 
receive  the  chief  profit  of  floriculture. 

Plants. — For  the  largest  and  best  display  of  Variegated-Leaved  Plants, 

the  Committee  award,  to  Stephen  Salisbury,  the  first  prize,  $10  00 

For  Green-house  Plants,  no  premium  was  awarded. 
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Cut  Flowers. — For  the  best  stand,  to  Mr.  Salisbury,   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,   1  00 

For  the  best  basket  or  dish  of  Cut  Flowers,  to  Mrs.  John  C.  Ripley,  2  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Miss  Maria  Fox,   1  00 


The  dishes  arranged  by  Mr.  Grout,  Mrs.  Tainter  and.  Miss  Mary  R.  Colton 
are  deserving  of  praise  and  honorable  mention. 

There  are  a  goodly  number  of  Bouquets,  any  one  of  them  handsome  enough 


to  be  given  to  Grant,  Sherman  or  Sheridan,  Farragut,  Winslow  or  Porter; 
and,  after  a  careful  and  an  admiring  examination,  we  awarded : 

Bouquets. — For  the  best  pair,  to  Jonathan  Grout,   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Brooks,   1  00 

Gratuity. — For  her  Bouquets  and  Cut  Flowers,  to  Mrs.  Tainter,   1  00 

Miss  Mary  W.  Lincoln,  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Pierce  and  Mr.  Lyman  Howe  also 
contributed  handsome  Bouquets. 

Roses. — For  the  best  display,  to  Jonathan  Grout,   2  00 


The  Gladiolus  is  represented  in  several  collections  of  Cut  Flowers,  but  the 
two  special  collections  are  those  of  John  Milton  Earle  and  Mrs.  M.  B.  Green, 
the  former  numbering  forty  varieties,  and  the  latter  twenty-four.  We  give  the 
premium  ($2.00)  to  Mr.  Earle,  and  a  gratuity  of  Si. 00  to  Mrs.  Green,  whose 
collection  shows  careful  cultivation,  and  is  arranged  wTith  good  taste.  Asters 
were  well  represented  for  this  time  of  the  year,  and  the  premium  ($1.00)  is 
given  to  Joseph  Lovell  for  the  greatest  variety  and  choicest  kinds.  Mr.  Grout 
shows  a  handsome  collection,  and  Mrs.  Elisha  Kelley  of  Millbury  adds  to  the 
attractiveness  of  this  branch. 

Dahlias. — For  his  thirty  varieties,  to  James  T.  Pike,   1  00 

The  ladies  have  anticipated  us  in  awarding  the  prize  for  Verbenas  ($1.00)  to 
Jonathan  Grout,  and  we  have  only  to  give  official  form  to  their  verdict. 

The  Committee  testify  their  admiration  of  the  stand  of  beautiful  Pansies 
contributed  by  Miss  Maria  Fox,  by  giving  her  a  gratuity  of  $1.00. 

Mr.  Samuel  Smith  contributes  a  Cotton  -Plant  in  bloom,  very  interesting  at 
this  time,  and  very  scarce. 

Miss  Hattie  A.  Smith  sends  a  finely  executed  pastel  drawing  of  fruit,  and  a 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey  is  admirably  copied  in  crayon  by  Miss  Josie  Brown,  of 
Wilkinsonville. 

A  bunch  of  Native  Grasses,  contributed  by  Mrs.  G.  H.  Howe,  of  Sterling,  is 
worthy  of  honorable  mention. 

The  Committee  desire  to  say,  that  while  the  arrangement  of  the  Flowers  at 
this  Exhibition  has  been  generally  marked  by  good  taste,  yet  they  would 
impress  upon  all  the  importance  of  care  in  this  respect.  A  skillful  arrange- 
ment of  a  few  varieties  will  often  produce  a  much  more  pleasing  effect  than  a 
larger  and  choicer  collection  put  together  hastily  and  with  little  care  for  effect. 
The  owner  of  the  latter  is  in  danger  of  losing  the  credit  which  justice  to  nature 
requires  that  she  should  receive. 

Respectfully  submitted,  for  the  Committee, 

CHARLES  A.  CHASE,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  ON  GRAPES,  PEACHES,  &c,  &c. 

F.  H.  Dewey,  Chairman;  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Benjamin  Butman, 
Edward  S.  Stebbins,  John  C.  Ripley. 

The  Committee  on  Grapes,  Peaches  and  all  other  Fruits,  having  attended  to 
the  duty  assigned  them,  respectfully  report: 

Apples  and  Pears,  the  staple  Fruits,  have  each  been  dignified  with  a  Com- 
mittee, while  the  consideration  of  the  merits  of  all  other  Fruits  have  been 
entrusted  to  a  single  Committee,  whose  duties,  if  not  as  onerous,  are  at  least 
as  attractive. 

First  on  the  list  comes  the  Grape,  and  who  that  compares  the  Exhibition  of 
to-day,  with  that  of  ten  years  ago,  does  not  mark  the  great  progress  made  in 
the  cultivation  of  this  delicious  Fruit.  Then,  the  Isabella,  Fitchburg  and 
Blackstone,  with  a  scattering  Sweetwater  or  Catawba,  were  found  on  our  tables. 
They  now  give  place  to  the  Delaware,  Diana,  Concord  and  Hartford  Prolific. 

The  exhibition  of  Green  House  Grapes  was  not  as  large  or  fine  this  year  as 
it  has  been  on  some  former  occasions.    The  awards  were : 
Grapes. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection  grown  under  glass,  fourteen 

varieties,  to  James  Comley,   $8  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Rufus  Woodward,  Harris  on  Insects. 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  Black  Hamburg,  to  Stephen  Salisbury,  2  00 
For  the  second  best,  to  James  Comley,   1  00 

But  the  exhibition  of  Native  Grapes  was  superior  to  that  of  any  former  year, 
both  in  number  of  contributions  and  in  the  specimens.  It  has  been  proved 
that  we  can  raise  in  the  open  air  Grapes  which,  if  not  equal  in  size,  color  and 
flavor  to  the  hot-house  Grapes,  yet  approach  so  near  to  them  in  these  qualities, 
as  to  render  it  possible  for  every  one,  who  has  a  garden  spot  or  a  house  to  train 
a  vine  upon,  to  secure  to  himself  this  choice  Fruit. 

There  were  thirty-four  contributors  of  out-door  Grapes,  among  them  seven- 
teen plates  of  Hartford  Prolific,  thirteen  of  Concord,  twelve  of  Isabella,  eight 
of  Diana,  six  of  Delaware,  two  of  Amber,  one  Rebecca. 

In  the  opinion  of  all  the  Committee,  excepting  the  Chairman,  the  best  speci- 
men of  thorough-ripe  Delaware  Grapes  were  those  of  F.  H.  Dewey,  but  he 


refused  to  be  considered  a  competitor  for  the  premium. 

For  the  second  best,  to  S.  H.  Colton,   1  00 

For  the  best  Concord,  to  Henry  Phelps,   1  00 

For  the  best  Diana,  to  Horatio  Phelps,   1  00 

For  the  best  Hartford  Prolific,  to  Charles  Richardson,   1  00 

Gratuity. — For  the  second  best  Concord,  to  James  F.  Allen,   1  00 

Gratuity. — For  the  second  best  Diana,  to  George  Jaques,   1  00 

Gratuity. — For  the  best  Isabella,  to  E.  D.  Batchelder,   1  00 


There  are  many  others  worthy  of  mention,  and  between  the  merits  of  which 
and  those  to  whom  the  premiums  were  given,  it  was  difficult  to  decide.  Fine 
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specimens  of  the  Isabella  Grape  were  presented  by  S.  P.  Harrington,  S.  R. 
Heywood,  and  H.  S.  Tainter.  Edwin  Draper's  Isabella,  Concord  and  Hartford 
Prolific  were  all  fair  and  well-ripened.  Henry  Phelps  and  Mrs.  Lydia  A. 
Searles,  exhibited  fine  clusters  of  the  Diana.  David  S.  Messinger  and  S.  F. 
Shattuck  fine  Hartford  Prolific. 

Mr.  Colton  exhibited  the  only  Rebecca,  a  Grape  that  will  rank  high,  unless 
our  seasons  prove  too  short  for  it  to  mature.  J.  C.  Lovell  exhibited  specimens 
of  Rogers,  Nos.  4  and  15,  but  the  Committee  could  not  judge  as  to  whether 
they  will  prove  worthy  of  cultivation. 

It  is  the  object  of  the  Society  to  aid  in  their  selection,  as  far  as  it  can,  those 
who  have  no  personal  knowledge  as  to  the  merits  of  the  different  varieties,  and 
with  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  Committee,  perhaps  no  better  list 
can  be  given  than  the  varieties  named  in  the  offers  for  premiums  :  Delaware, 
Diana,  Concord  and  Hartford  Prolific.  They  are  all  productive  and  may  be 
expected  to  ripen  in  ordinary  seasons. 

The  Hartford  Prolific  is  the  earliest  and  most  productive,  the  Delaware  ripens 
next,  a  smaller  berry,  but  of  superior  flavor,  the  Concord,  of  good  size  and  fair 
flavor  soon  follows,  and  ripening  last,  the  Diana,  a  rich  Grape,  in  size  between 
the  Delaware  and  Concord. 

There  are  varieties  which  have  been  introduced  elsewhere,  which  are  highly 
spoken  of,  but  we  have  only  reference  to  those  that  have  been  successfully  tested 
in  this  vicinity. 

This  season  has  been  unusually  favorable  for  Grapes,  and  the  Isabella  has 
ripened,  but  it  has  failed  so  many  years  that  the  Committee  cannot  recommend 
it  as  reliable  as  the  others,  to  which  it  is  also  inferior  in  quality. 

Peaches. — It  is  pleasant  to  welcome  back  the  luscious  Peach  to  our  tables  ; 
twelve  years  ago  there  were  fifty  contributors  of  Peaches  and  half  that  number 
of  varieties,  for  the  few  last  years  a  Peach  has  been  a  rare  sight  upon  our 
tables,  and  many,  discouraged  by  repeated  failures,  have  abandoned  the  culti- 
vation, but  those  who  have  persevered  are  reaping  their  reward. 

There  were  sixteen  contributors,  forty  plates  and  twenty  varieties,  including 
different  Seedlings. 

For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  eleven  varieties,  to  Asa  H.  Allen, 

of  Shrewsbury,    Harris  on  Insects. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  one  variety  (Late  Crawford),  to 

Harvey  Dodge,  of  Sutton,   3  00 

For  the  second  best  do.,  to  Francis  McCracken,  of  Millbury,   2  00 

For  the  third  best  (Morris  White),  to  George  A.  Chamberlain,   1  00 

Gratuity. — For  eight  varieties,  to  Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury,   2  00 

Mrs.  Theophilus  Brown's  Early  Crawford,  S.  H.  Colton's  Stump  the  World, 
and  Sylvanus  Sear's  Seedling,  of  which  he  has  sold  three  bushels  at  four  dollars 
each,  were  all  worthy  of  an  award  if  our  means  had  allowed. 

When  it  is  considered  how  much  superior  the  poorest  Peaches  were  to  the 
best  New  Jersey  Peaches  that  are  sold  in  our  streets,  it  is  hoped  that  the  culti- 
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vation  of  the  Peach  may  be  resumed  and  a  still  larger  collection  grace  our 
tables  next  year. 

There  were  no  Plums  entered  for  exhibition. 

There  was  but  one  entry  of  Quinces,  and  these  the  Committee  thought 
unworthy  of  a  premium. 

L.  Blackmer  &  Co.,  furnished  a  sample  of  the  unfermented  Fruit  Wine  man- 
ufactured in  this  city.  After  being  tested  by  the  Committee,  and  some  friends 
better  qualified  to  judge,  it  was  pronounced  excellent  in  case  of  sickness,  but 
it  was  thought  the  Native  Grape  Wine  made  in  1856,  exhibited  by  S.  P.  Har- 
rington, was  rather  more  to  the  taste  for  ordinary  purposes.  The  Elderberry 
Wine  of  Mr.  Harrington  may  be  good  medically,  but  was  not  quite  equal  to  the 
pure  juice  of  the  Grape.  George  A.  Trumbull  contributed  a  bottle  of  White 
Currant  Wine  of  1862. 

A  Fruit  Piece,  well  executed,  by  Miss  Hattie  A.  Smith,  adorned  the  wall  of 
our  room. 

The  record  of  the  Secretary  proves  that  we  were  entitled  to  have  and  hold 
a  basket  of  Fruit  and  Flowers,  exquisitely  arranged  by  Mrs.  Nellie  S.  Whittier, 
but  some  unknown  person,  we  fear  under  the  orders  of  the  judicial  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Pears,  had  appropriated  it  to  grace  a  table  of  Pears,  but 
to  make  our  title  good,  we  awarded  to  Mrs.  Whittier  a  gratuity  of  $1.00. 

F.  H.  DEWEY,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  PEARS. 

Edward  Mellen,  Chairman;  Henry  Phelps,  0.  B.  Hadwen,  Edward 
Earle,  of  Worcester;  E.  F.  Daniels,  of  Oxford. 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  award  the  premiums  offered  by  this  Society  on 
Pears,  having  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  respectfully  submit  their 
report.  There  were  exhibited  for  the  award  of  premiums  six  hundred  and 
fifty-one  plates  of  pears,  comprising  mostly  the  choice  varieties.  Without 
making  any  allowance  for  the  dryness  of  the  season,  the  exhibition  of  pears 
is  very  creditable,  and  shows  great  care  and  skill  in  the  cultivators  in  this 
department  of  horticulture  in  this  County. 

Your  Committee  have  examined  and  carefully  compared  the  different 
specimens  offered  for  premiums  ;  and,  if  in  awarding  the  premiums  offered  by 
the  Society,  any  mistakes  have  been  made  by  your  Committee,  it  will  not  be 
in  consequence  of  want  of  diligence  in  striving  to  be  right.  The  Committee 
would  make  one  remark  to  the  exhibitors,  that  in  consequence  of  want  of 
attention  on  their  part  to  the  rules  of  this  Society,  several  collections  of 
Pears  were  not  fairly  before  them,  to  award  premiums,  according  to  the 
intention  of  the  persons  proffering  the  same,  as  they  failed  to  comply  with  the 
regulations  prescribed.    In  several  instances  there  were  varieties  enough  of 
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pears  but  not  the  requisite  number  of  specimens  of  each  variety  to  enable  the 
owners  of  them  to  compete  for  the  higher  premiums.  Your  Committee  have 
endeavored  as  far  as  within  their  power  to  do  justice  to  the  parties. 

Without  detaining  the  Society  further,  your  Committee  will  proceed  to  detail 
the  award  of  premiums.    We  award  : — 

Pears. — For  the  best  twenty  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  to 

Benjamin  Butman,  of  Worcester,  $10  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Jonathan  Grout,  of  Worcester,   8  00 

For  the  best  fifteen  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  to  John  C. 

Ripley,  of  Worcester,  •   8  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Samuel  H.  Colton,  of  Worcester... Harris'  Report. 
For  the  best  ten  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  to  George 

Jaques,  of  Worcester,  Harris'  Report. 

For  the  second  best,  to  S.  S.  Foster,  of  Worcester,   4  00 

For  the  best  five  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  to  Joseph 

Lovell,  of  Worcester,   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  George  T.  Rice,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  best  twenty-four  Seckel  Pears  on  one  dish,  to  Jonathan 

Forbush,  of  Bolton,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Bartlett  Pears  in  one  dish,  to  Loring  'Coes,  of 

Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  to  John  C.  Newton,  of 

Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  the  Louise  Bonne  d'Jersey,  to 

George  A.  Chamberlain,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Flemish  Beauty,  to  Jonathan  Forbush,  of 

Bolton,    1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  the  Beurre  Bosc,  to  Adams  Fos- 
ter, of  Holden,   -   1  00 

The  Committee,  finding  that  no  specimens  of  the  Beurre  d'Anjou  were 
offered  that  were  entitled  to  a  premium,  in  accordance  with  the  fifth  rule  of  the 
Society,  have  not  awarded  a  premium  for  that  Pear. 

Under  the  power  granted  by  the  Society  to  the  Committee  to  award  the  sum 
of  ten  dollars,  according  to  their  discretion,  the  Committee  awarded  as  follows  : 

For  plates  of  Lawrence  and  Doyenne  Boussock,  to  Daniel  Waldo 

Lincoln,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  plates  of  Doyenne  Boussock,  Marie  Louise,  and  Bartlett,  to 

E.  S.  Stebbins,  of  Quinsigamond,  Worcester,   1  00 

For  plates  of  Beurre  Superfin,  Beurre  Diel  and  Vicar  of  Winkfield, 

to  Timothy  R.  Green,   1  00 

For  plates  of  Glout  Morceau  and  Beurre  Diel,  to  Marshall  Flagg,  1  00 
For  plates  of  Lawrence  and  St.  Ghislain,  to  George  F.  Hoar,  of 

Worcester,   1  00 
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For  plates  of  Bartlett  and  Beurre  Bosc,  to  T.  R.  Norcross,  of 


Worcester,   1  00 

For  plates  of  Duchesse  d'Angouleme  and  Louise  Bonne  d'Jersey, 

to  James  R.  Pierce-,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  plates  of  Louise  Bonne  d'Jersey,  Beurre  Easter,  Urbaniste, 

to  Ichabod  Washburn,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  plates  of  Beurre  Diel  and  Beurre  d'Anjou,  to  Ivers  Phillips,  of 

Worcester,   1  00 

For  plates  of  Beurre  Bosc,  Louise  Bonne  d'Jersey,  and  Marie 

Louise,  to  Francis  H.  Dewey,  of  Worcester,   1  00 


We  cannot  close  this  report  without  taking  notice  of  some  specimens 
exhibited  that  could  not  receive  an  award  of  premiums  under  the  rules.  Among 
these  was  a  plate  of  very  remarkable  Bartlett  Pears,  entered  by  Timothy  S. 
Stone,  of  Worcester.  Hartley  Williams,  of  Worcester,  exhibited  a  plate  of 
Winter  Nelis,  very  remarkable  for  size  and  beauty.  John  Boyden  presented  a 
plate  of  Seckel  that  were  very  handsome.  Samuel  F.  Shattuck,  of  Worcester, 
had  on  exhibition  a  plate  of  the  Dix,  very  fine,  and  noticeable  for  size.  There 
was  also  on  the  table  a  very  large  plateful  of  the  Flemish  Beauty,  belonging 
to  Daniel  Tainter,  of  Worcester,  remarkable  for  their  size  as  well  as  their 
handsome  appearance.  C.  B.  Robbins,  of  Worcester,  Jiad  a  plate  of  the  St. 
Michael,  very  large,  untouched  by  blight,  reminding  us  of  that  Pear  in  its 
highest  state,  when  it  stood  unsurpassed  in  taste  and  show.  To  the  owners  of 
some  of  these  your  Committee  would  have  awarded  a  premium  if  it  had  been 
in  their  power. 

Considering  the  value  of  this  crop  and  the  care  required  in  its  culture,  your 
Committee  had  intended  to  give  in  some  detail  the  results  of  our  observation 
in  this  department,  in  order  to  enable  persons  to  select  the  soil  and  manures 
adapted  to  the  different  species  of  Pears.  But  other  avocations  have  not  left 
time  for  extended  remarks.  The  culture  of  the  Pear  is  among  the  most 
pleasant  as  well  as  the  most  healthful  of  horticultural  employments. 

The  subject  well  deserves  the  care  and  attention  of  all  cultivators.  By 
careful  culture  this  fruit  has  been  changed  within  the  last  century  and  a  half 
from  the  rude  and  unsavory  crop  as  described  by  Pliny  and  afterwards  by 
Addison,  into  the  most  delicious  of  food.  But  it  is  mainly  within  the  last 
seventy  years  that  the  Pear  has  been  improved.  This  has  been  done  by  the 
exclusive  care  of  skillful  cultivators,  in  improving  and  multiplying  the  varieties 
of  the  Pear,  making  it  almost  a  new  fruit.  It  deserves  a  more  extensive 
culture.  It  is  not,  we  think,  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  the  Pear,  with  the 
Apple,  may  well  be  preferred  to  all  the  fruits  grown  between  the  tropics. 
Though  an  increased  importance  is  added  to  this  species  of  culture  by  the 
application  of  greater  skill  to  this  branch  of  horticulture,  still  too  little  attention 
is  paid  to  it.  In  considerable  portions  of  the  State  the  Pear  is  hardly 
cultivated,  partly  from  a  still  lingering  impression  that  the  tree  is  so  slow  in 
coming  into  bearing,  that  one  who  sets  out  the  Pear  tree  does  it  for  posterity  ; 
13 
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and  partly  from  the  belief  that  the  soil  in  those  parts  is  not  well  adapted  to 
its  production. 

The  soil  and  climate  in  this  State  and  throughout  New  England  are  well 
fitted  to  the  culture  of  this  fruit.  By  the  application  of  the  varied  means  of 
culture,  the  soil  and  climate  in  nearly  every  part  of  the  State  may  be  made 
to  produce  an  abundant  and  constant  succession  of  good  Pears.  By  a  careful 
comparison  of  the  varieties  of  the  Pears  raised  here  with  the  same  varieties 
grown  in  the  Western  States,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  larger  number  is  found 
there  to  be  tender  or  semi-hardy  than  in  our  own  State.  Indeed  very  few  of 
the  varieties  grown  in  the  west  will  be  found  equal  in  taste  to  the  same 
varieties  produced  in  New  England.  Much  remains  to  be  done  to  extend  the 
culture  of  the  Pear ;  this  must  be  done  mainly  by  experienced  fruit-growers 
imparting  widely  in  the  community  a  more  accurate  knowledge  of  the  best 
methods  of  cultivation  of  this  crop,  enabling  beginners  to  select  the  proper 
varieties  for  the  different  seasons,  those  best  adapted  to  our  soil,  fitting  the 
different  kinds  of  Pears  to  different  stocks.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  a  treatise, 
giving  to  beginners  precise  and  exact  information  on  these  points,  would  be 
most  serviceable  in  enlarging  and  improving  the  crops  in  this  department  of 
horticulture  ;  and  one  who  will  supply  this  instruction  will  be  a  public 
benefactor. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EDWARD  MELLEN, 
Worcester,  September  22,  1864.  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 

Enwix  Coxaxt,  Chairman;  Stephen  Salisbury,  Alexander  Marsh, 
Oliver  K.  Earle,  of  Worcester;  Samuel  A.  Knox,  of  Grafton. 

The  Committee  on  Vegetables  respectfully  report : 

That  though  last  in  the  order  of  time  of  the  Society's  list  of  Committees, 
they  have  a  high  appreciation  of  their  own  dignity,  officially  and  personally, 
and  choose  to  trumpet  their  own  fame,  as  no  other  Committee  may  regard  them 
as  holding  more  than  a  very  humble  office. 

But  the  Committees  on  Pears,  Apples  and  Grapes  have  not  so  many  Pump- 
kins and  Squashes  as  we  have,  and  we  stand  defiantly  proud  of  our  position. 
We  deal  with  everybody's  kitchen  every  day  in  the  year,  and  that  is  more  than 
any  other  Committee  can  say. 

By  comparison,  we  are  better  botanists  than  anybody  else,  because  we  culti- 
vate more  things  and  in  greater  variety  for  daily  use.  By  analogy  we  are 
associated  and  sympathize  with  our  friends  who  cultivate  Fruits.    We  tolerate 
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them.  But  our  entrance  is  at  Nature's  front  door,  which  is  always  wide  open  5 
while  the  miserable  Fruit-raisers  are  obliged  to  carry  their  things  to  the  back 
door  for  fear  somebody  will  steal  them. 

We  encountered  no  serious  difficulty  in  reaching  our  decisions,  and  no 
dissent  among  ourselves : 

Vegetables. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  for  his  forty-five  vari- 
eties, to  S.  P.  Champney,  of  Saundersville,   $8  00 

For  the  second  largest  and  best,  thirty-four  varieties,  to  Sylvanus 

Sears,  of  Worcester,  Harris  on  Insects. 

For  the  third  largest  and  best,  sixty-eight  varieties  of  Vegetables 

and  Plants,  to  James  T.  Pike,  of  Worcester,   3  00 

Squashes. — For  the  best  three  pure  Canada  Crook-neck  Squashes,  to 

Cyrus  K.  Hubbard,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

And  the  Committee  hope  that  our  worthy  President,  Mr.  Hill,  who  so  nearly 
succeeded  in  obtaining  the  same  premium  last  year  as  to  miss  it,  will  not  make 
wry  faces  at  us.  His  Squashes  meant  well  enough,  and  so  did  the  last  year's 
Committee. 

For  best  three  Marrow  Squashes,  to  Charles  A.  Upton,  of  Worcester,    1  00 

For  best  three  Hubbard  do.,  to  George  H.  Rich,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  best  three  Mammoth  do.,  to  Stephen  Salisbury,  of  Worcester,  1  00 
For  the  best  Winter  Squash  of  any  other  variety,  no  premium  was  awarded, 
as  the  Committee  are  without  experimental  knowledge  of  the  real  merits  of  the 
articles  competing  for  that  claim,  including  particularly  Mr.  Salisbury's  noble- 
looking  White  Leghorn  Squashes,  and  the  Japan  variety,  the  Yokohama,  new 
to  this  country,  and  exhibited  by  several  gentlemen. 

It  is  proper  to  say  that  Mr.  Salisbury,  one  of  the  Committee  had  no  voice  in 
the  question  of  premium  upon  any  articles  exhibited  by  himself. 

The  same  gentleman  exhibited  three  good  roots  of  Celery,  but  in  the  absence 
of  competition,  and  thinking  Mr.  S.  not  likely  just  yet  to  suffer  for  the  waut  of 
a  dollar,  we  gave  no  premium  for  Celery. 

Cabbages. — For  the  best  three  Savoy  Cabbages,  to  Jonathan  Grout,  of 


Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Cabbages  of  any  other  variety,  to  Jonathan  Grout, 

of  Worcester,  (Drumheads.)   1  00 

Cauliflowers. — For  three  best  Cauliflowers,  to  Jonathan  Grout,  of 

Worcester,   2  00 

Sweet  Corn. — For  best  twelve  ears  of  Sweet  Corn,  to  Joseph  Lovell, 

of  Worcester,   1  00 

Tomatoes. — For  the  best  twelve  Tomatoes,  to  Jonathan  Grout,  of  Wor- 
cester,  1  00 

For  his  forty-two  varieties,  the  first  special  premium  for  boys  not 
over  sixteen  years  of  age  is  given  to  Eben  F.  Champney,  of 
Saundersville,   5  00 
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Charles  Had  wen,  Jr.,  of  Worcester,  exhibited  thirty  varieties,  and 
the  Committee  award  to  him  the  second  special  premium  for  boys 
not  over  sixteen  years  of  age,   2  00 

Emory  A.  Ellsworth,  of  Barre,  a  lad  of  twelve  years,  exhibited  thirty-seven 
varieties  of  Vegetables,  all  raised  by  himself,  excepting  four  varieties  which 
he  helped  to  cultivate.  He  was  too  late  for  a  premium  to  boys  not  over  sixteen 
years  of  age,  but  the  Committee  assign  to  him  a  gratuity  of  $1.00. 

To  D.  D.  Works,  of  Fitchburg,  we  recommend  for  his  excellent  Pumpkins, 
Corn  and  Turnips,  a  gratuity  of  $2.00. 

Our  President,  J.  Henry  Hill,  produced  a  Squash  which  was  one  of  those 
exhibited  by  him  last  year  with  undoubted  Canada  Crook-necks,  but  of  the 
purity  of  this  specimen  the  Committee  of  that  year  were  not  certain,  and  by 
that  chance  Mr.  Hill  failed  to  obtain  the  premium.  The  majority  of  last  years' 
Committee  are  on  this  year's  Committee,  and  now  the  ghost  of  that  Squash 
appears  to  them  5  whether  to  rebuke  them  for  error,  they  don't  know ;  but 
from  its  shadowy  outlines  and  semblance,  they  think  they  were  safe  last  year  in 
calling  it  a  Squash.  And  they  think  themselves  fortunate  that  they  didn't  see 
the  shades  of  Mr.  Lovell's  Corn  and  Mr.  Grout's  Tomatoes.  Mr.  Hill's 
Squash,  by  its  inscription,  asserts  itself  to  be  still  incarnate.  But  it  has  taken 
a  fainter  and  more  shadowy  complexion,  and  the  Committee  have  no  idea  of 
being  responsible  for  it  in  the  flesh. 

This  report  would  be  too  protracted  if  the  Committee  should  mention  by 
name  every  variety  of  Vegetable  and  Plant  brought  to  their  official  notice. 

Edward  W.  Lincoln,  our  Secretary,  exhibited  four  Yokohama  Squashes  ;  C. 
E.  Thurston,  of  Grafton,  nine  varieties  of  Vegetables ;  Isaac  Mills,  of  Wor- 
cester, three  Yokohamas ;  Luther  Ross,  of  Worcester,  some  varieties,  includ- 
ing Sweet  Potatoes,  raised  here,  and  of  very  fair  appearance  ;  Freddie  E. 
Kelley,  of  Millbury,  eleven  years  old,  eleven  varieties,  and  parcels  smaller  in 
variety  were  produced  by  Edwin  Draper  and  William  G.  Moore,  of  Worcester  5 
Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury ;  Gideon  Harris,  Thomas  H.  Rice,  Alfred  Harris, 
Charles  B.  Robbins,  Sumner  Cook,  Charles  Richardson,  Calvin  L.  Hartshorn, 
Hiram  Bassett,  T.  R.  Norcross,  H.  H.  Ames,  J.  Henry  Hill,  James  P.  Paine, 
John  O'Keefe,  and  Isaac  Davis,  all  of  Worcester  j  Harvey  Dodge,  of  Sutton  ; 
and  S.  C.  Hartwell,  of  Southbridge.  Mr.  C.  L.  Hartshorn's  seedless  Toma- 
toes would  have  come  in  close  competition  with  those  which  received  the  pre- 
mium had  the  number  been  sufficient,  and  deserve  honorable  mention. 

The  character  and  quality  of  the  articles  exhibited  in  the  Vegetable  depart- 
ment of  the  Society's  operations,  are  believed  to  fully  equal  in  their  excellence, 
if  they  do  not  surpass  those  of  any  previous  year. 

On  Thursday  morning,  Daniel  Taiuter,  of  Worcester,  introduced  some 
remarkably  fine  Watermelons  and  Muskmelons,  which,  considering  the  infre- 
quency  of  success  in  raising  those  esculents  here  in  perfection,  are  worthy  of 
admiration.    The  Watermelons,  especially,  are  superior  specimens. 

On  the  same  morning,  Samuel  Morey,  of  Shrewsbury,  brought  to  us  a  splen- 
did Mammoth  Squash,  weighing  ninety  pounds.    By  the  strictness  of  our  rules 
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he  was  too  late  for  a  premium,  but  as  he  was  disappointed  in  an  arrangement 
he  had  made  in  good  faith  to  have  the  article  in  our  room  in  seasonable  com- 
pliance with  the  rules,  we  recommend  the  bestowal  to  him  of  the  premium 
of  $1.00  for  the  largest  Squash.  It  was  not  quite  the  largest  Squash,  but  by 
far  the  largest  single  specimen  not  included  in  a  collection. 
Respectfully  submitted  by  the  Committee, 

EDWIN  CONANT,  Chairman. 

Worcester,  Sept.  22,  1864. 


98  WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY.  [1865. 


A.  D.  I860. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN,  Secretary  and  Librarian. 

In  presenting  his  Annual  Report  of  the  operations  of  the  Society,  and  of  the 
condition  of  its  Library,  during  his  fourth  official  year,  the  Secretary  and  Libra- 
rian has  the  pleasure  of  congratulating  the  members  upon  the  sure  and  steady 
growth  of  the  Corporation.  Its  property,  real  and  personal,  is  well  cared  for, 
and  is  perhaps  in  a  better  state  of  repair  than  for  many  years  past.  Its  mem- 
bership has  largely  increased,  under  the  stimulus  of  individual  solicitation, 
thereby  indicating  what  benefits,  in  this  way,  might  accrue  to  the  Society  by 
the  enlistment  of  the  personal  and  persistent  co-operation  of  each  member. 
Its  facilities  for  the  examination,  comparison  and  test  of  Flowers  and  Fruit 
have  been  largely  and  freely  extended  to  the  public.  It  cannot  be  doubted 
that  much  has  been  accomplished  to  disseminate  correct  information,  and  to 
inspire  the  community  with  a  stronger  and  more  profound  capacity  for  the 
enjoyment  of  the  ennobling  and  refining  pursuits  of  horticulture  and  pomology. 

The  question  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  members  whether  the  first 
Wednesday  in  January  is  the  fittest  period  for  holding  the  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Society.  Not  that  the  snowy  mantle  which  covers  the  frozen  earth  renders 
the  time  inappropriate,  for  the  horticulturist  is  well  aware  of  what  priceless 
advantage  ever  is  that  wintry  covering.  But  it  so  chances  that  many  public 
bodies  convene  at  or  about  this  precise  date,  which  distract  the  attention  of  our 
members,  even  if  they  are  not  compelled  to  withhold  their  presence  entirely. 
The  assembling  of  the  General  Court  and  the  requirements  of  public  service 
deprive  us  to-day,  as  in  the  year  past,  of  two,  at  least,  to  whose  efficient  ser- 
vices for  a  long  series  of  years  the  Society  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  that  no 
mere  form  of  words  can  adequately  express.  Making  no  specific  suggestion, 
the  Secretary  submits  to  the  sound  judgment  of  the  members^  the  expediency 
and  practicability  of  designating  some  day,  in  a  more  congenial  season,  of 
greater  convenience  to  all  interested  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  Society. 

The  Library  has  been  much  more  generally  used  the  past  year  than  ever 
before.  The  steady  progression  in  the  number  of  volumes  taken  out  is  the 
best  commentary  upon  the  wisdom  which  promoted  a  change  of  location  that 
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should  make  the  Library  more  popular  by  rendering  it  more  accessible.  Con- 
trasting the  two  years  immediately  preceding  the  transfer  of  the  Library  to  the 
Hall  of  the  Society,  with  those  that  have  succeeded  that  event,  and  the  state  of 
facts  is  apparent.    Number  of  volumes  taken  out : 


In  1860  72 

In  1861  64 


In  1862  114 

In  1863  133 

In  1864  U9 


It  is  believed  that  the  volumes  are  in  good  condition,  showing  no  other  ill 
effects  than  those  of  ordinary  wear  and  tear.  None  have  been  lost.  In  a 
single  instance,  owing  to  the  confusion  consequent  upon  the  attempt  to  take 
charge  of  a  Summer  Exhibition,  and  to  keep  the  Library  open  simultaneously, 
a  mistake  was  made  which  led  to  tbe  purchase  of  a  duplicate  copy  of  the  Revue 
Horticole  for  1802.  Though  the  fault  was  not  exclusively  his  own,  the  Libra- 
rian preferred  to  assume  the  loss  and  discharge  the  claim  upon  the  Society. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  additions  to  the  Library  of  the  Worcester 
County  Horticultural  Society,  whether  made  by  donation  or  purchase  : 

Gardeners'  Monthly,  vol.  5,  1863.    Purchased  and  bound. 

Hovey's  Magazine,  vol.  29,  1863.  'Purchased  and  bound. 

Horticulturist,  vol.  18,  1863.    Purchased  and  bound. 

Revue  Horticole,  1862.    Paris.    Purchased  and  bound. 

Revue  Horticole,  1863.    Paris.    Purchased  and  bound. 

Rural  Annual,  1856-7-8-9.    Purchased  and  bound. 

Rural  Annual,  1860-1-2-3.    Purchased  and  bound. 

Florist  and  Pomologist,  1863.    London.    Purchased  and  bound. 

Journal  of  Horticulture,  1863,  vol.  1.    London.    Purchased  and  bound. 

Journal  of  Horticulture,  1863,  vol.  2.    London.    Purchased  and  bound. 

Transactions  of  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  1863.  From  Eben 
Wight,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Practical  Shepherd.  Purchased. 

Rural  Register,  1861-2-3.    Purchased  and  bound. 

Centennial  Celebration,  First  Parish.    From  0.  B.  Hadwen. 

Man  and  Nature.    By  G.  P.  Marsh.  Purchased. 

Our  Garden  Friends  and  Foes.  Purchased. 

National  Almanac,  1863.    Philadelphia.  Purchased. 

National  Almanac,  1864.  Philadelphia. 

Transactions  of  Rhode  Island  Society 
Industry.    From  E.  W.  Lincoln. 

Report  of  Department  of  Agriculture,  1863.    From  Edward  Earle. 

A  copy  of  "  American  Medical  Botany,"  by  Jacob  Bigelow,  M,  D.,  in  3  vols. 
8  vo.,  was  also  presented  to  the  Library  by  Rev.  Wm.  R.  Huntington,  of  the 
exceeding  rarity  and  great  value  of  which,  assurance  is  furnished  by  those 
whose  special  training  and  professional  pursuits  better  qualify  them  to  judge 
than  your  Librarian. 


Purchased. 

for  encouragement  of  Domestic 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  the  increase  of  the  Library  is  not  so  great,  in  number 
of  volumes,  as  during  the  year  preceding,  although  the  intrinsic  value  of  the 
works  added  is  believed  to  be  superior.  The  chief  cause  of  this  deficit  would 
seem  to  be  the  failure,  from  indifference  or  otherwise,  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  of  the  Commonwealth  to  supply  us  with  such  duplicate 
copies  of  the  Transactions  of  kindred  Associations,  in  other  States,  as  he  has 
been  wont  to  furnish  heretofore.  It  will  be  a  source  of  great  regret,  should  we 
be  obliged  to  discontinue  the  regular  connection  of  these  series  that  have  been 
placed  on  file  upon  our  shelves. 

And  the  question  can  nowhere  arise,  more  appropriately  than  now  and  here, 
suggested  as  it  was  by  the  President  of  the  Society  in  his  able  and  exhaustive 
Address  at  the  Annual  Exhibition  :  Shall  the  Transactions  of  the  Society  be  pub- 
lished in  a  creditable  and  permanent  form?  But  one  or  two  of  the  excellent 
Reports,  which  were  received  with  so  much  approval,  at  that  Exhibition,  have 
been  published  at  all,  and  even  these  but  imperfectly.  As  it  was  understood 
that  this  matter  would  come  before  the  Society  for  ultimate  decision,  the  Secre- 
tary, after  consultation  with  their  authors,  and  with  your  President,  determined 
to  withhold  the  Reports  from  the  columns  of  the  Press  and  await  your  final  action. 
Other  benefits  aside,  the  publication  of  our  Transactions  would  tend  to  the 
increase  of  the  Library,  by  enabling  us  to  interchange  with  other  Societies.  If 
you  shall  conclude  to  publish  the  Transactions  of  this  Society,  it  will  become 
necessary  to  devise  some  method  of  supervision.  Your  Secretary,  while  not 
declining  a  re-election,  is  convinced  that  he  cannot  much  longer,  in  justice  to 
his  own  interests,  afford  to  devote  so  much  of  his  time  to  the  affairs  of  the 
Society.  He  certainly  could  not  add  to  his  present  responsibility  the  serious 
task  of  preparing  for  the  press  a  correct  copy  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Soci- 
ety during  the  past  year,  including  a  Catalogue  of  the  Library,  which  it  would 
appear,  on  every  account,  expedient  to  comprise  in  any  publication  that  may 
be  made.  The  method  by  which  an  effectual  distribution  among  the  members 
could  best  be  attained  might  remain  a  problem  for  subsequent  solution  ;  never- 
theless it  would  demand  assiduous  thought. 

As  already  intimated,  the  records  of  the  Secretary  show  a  gratifying  increase 
in  the  list  of  members  of  the  Society.  The  large  augmentation  in  1863,  had 
justified  a  fear  that  the  harvest  was  so  closely  secured  as  to  leave  but  little  for 
the  gleaners.  But  even  that  remarkable  result,  as  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to 
inform  you,  is  now  surpassed.  A  brief  but  explicit  statement  in  detail  will 
show  that  since  the  last  Thursday  of  February,  A.  D.  1862,  when  the  Library 
was  first  thrown  open  in  its  present  location,  there  have  been  the  following 
accessions  to  its  members  : 

In  1862,  19  |  In  1863,  42  |  In  1864,  49 

But  after  all,  how  slight  is  this  increase,  compared  with  what  ought  to  be 
achieved !  It  is  scarcely  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  there  are  men  enough  in 
the  city  of  Worcester  alone,  whose  cultivation  and  natural  tastes  should  attract 
them  to  us,  and  to  whom  the  trifling  fee  for  admission  could  not  be  the  occasion 
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of  a  moment's  hesitation,  to  more  than  double  our  entire  ranks.  With  their 
co-operation  and  by  the  reduction  of  debt  consequent  thereupon,  how  much 
wider  would  be  our  field  for  usefulness  ?  The  eloquence  of  Beecher,  so  recently 
lavished  upon  this  and  cognate  themes,  cannot  have  been  wholly  wasted.  May 
we  not  look  for  its  fruits  in  the  increment  of  our  Society,  in  its  augmented 
activity,  and  in  the  advantages  of  precept  and  practical  example  enuring 
therefrom  to  the  entire  community? 

The  system  of  Summer  Exhibitions  of  Flowers  and  Fruit,  so  successfully 
instituted  in  1863,  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year  past.  Notwith- 
standing the  offer  and  award  of  liberal  premiums,  a  considerable  sum  remains 
unexpended,  from  the  fund  obtained  by  subscription,  which  will  be  applicable 
to  similar  purposes  in  1865.  Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  all  reasonable  antici- 
pations of  the  subscribers  to  that  fund  must  have  been  fully  realized,  when  the 
numerous  entries  of  luscious  Fruits  and  lovely  Flowers  are  recalled,  with  the 
generous  attendance  that  almost  invariably  greeted  their  exhibition  with  due 
appreciation.  An  unusual  proportion  of  the  addition  to  our  members  consists 
of  the  fairer  sex.  It  is  believed  that  this  fact  may  be  accounted  for  upon  the 
theory  that  a  natural  taste  for  Floriculture,  fostered  by  our  public  displays, 
sought,  and  will  continue  to  seek  new  room  for  development  in  the  facilities  and 
encouragement  afforded  by  our  Society. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  in  thii  past  year,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars 
($50.00)  was  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Arrangements  in  premiums  for  such  Fruits,  fully  ripe,  exhibited  subse- 
quent to  the  Annual  Exhibition,  as  should  be  deemed  worthy  of  an  award  by  a 
competent  Committee.  Although  an  experiment,  it  is  vindicated  by  success. 
True,  the  number  of  entries  has  not  been  very  large,  but  the  quality  of  the 
specimens  submitted,  in  an  exceedingly  unpropitious  season,  more  than  supplied 
any  deficiency  in  the  aggregate.  Many  Fruits,  both  Apples  and  Pears,  are 
placed  upon  our  tables  at  the  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition,  before  they  have 
attained  maturity.  Quite  a  variety  of  these  have  been  exhibited  and  carefully 
tested,  during  the  latter  months  of  the  past  year,  and  much  valuable  informa- 
tion was  thus  gathered  and  disseminated.  A  larger  attendance  of  the  mem- 
bers, upon  such  occasions  would,  of  course,  tend  to  a  wider  diffusion  of  the 
resultant  benefits. 

A  remarkable  circumstance  should  be  mentioned  in  this  connection,  that, 
although  their  bearing  year,  not  a  solitary  plate  of  Baldwin  Apples  has  been 
offered  since  the  Annual  Exhibition,  whether  for  display  or  premium. 

The  Secretary  has  not  deemed  it  essential  for  the  purposes  of  this  report,  to 
discriminate  between  the  entries  at  the  exhibitions  held  at  the  weekly  meetings 
in  the  spring,  those  under  the  stimulus  of  the  subscription  fund,  and  the  later 
ones  which  were  influenced  by  the  appropriation  from  the  Treasury,  under  the 
vote  of  the  Trustees.  He  esteems  it  all  sufficient  to  continue  the  comparative 
table,  showing  the  relative  entries  of  Flowers,  Fruit,  &c,  for  the  whole  series 
of  years  during  which  this  system  of  Weekly  Exhibitions  has  been  maintained  : 
14 
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Anno  Domini. 

j  Strawberries. 

1  Cherries, 
1  Currants, 

Grapes, 

Gooseberries. 

|  Apples. 

j  Pears. 

Flowers, 
Plants,  &c. 

Total. 

29 

98 

160 

512 

632 

1,443 

1863   

44 

83 

366 

374 

616 

1,488 

36 

79 

140 

184 

1,008 

1,507 

A  most  marked  diminution  will  be  observed  in  the  comparative  aggregate 
entries  of  the  staple  Fruits,  such  as  Apples  and  Pears,  during  the  past  year 
and  its  two  predecessors.  Yet  there  are  many  reasons  that  sufficiently  explain 
this,  without  our  being  constrained  to  impute  it  to  any  decrease  of  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  Society.  Probably  there  has  been  no  other  season,  within 
the  memory  of  the  present  generation,  that,  opening  with  such  bright  promise, 
closed  upon  a  more  total  blight  of  all  pomological  fruition.  Here  and  there 
were  exceptions,  it  is  true  ;  yet  so  few  and  partial  as  to  render  the  general 
failure  but  the  more  apparent.  When  Baldwin  Apples,  in  the  bearing  year, 
command  from  $3.00  to  $4.00  per  barrel,  at  the  commencement  of  the  market, 
and  $8.00  before  the  first  of  January,  it  requires  no  reference  to  the  records  of 
your  Secretary  to  prove  their  unwonted  scarcity.  Cold  storms  and  winds 
injured  their  early  bloom  ;  an  unprecedented  drought  restricted  and  shrivelled 
their  growth ;  and  an  innumerable  swarm  of  insects,  more  destructive  than  the 
"  Legion"  that  entered  into  the  swine,  pervaded  nearly  the  entire  crop,  from 
circumference  to  core.  Scarcely  any  varieties  were  exempt ;  and  such  as  were, 
only  to  a  limited  extent.  The  same  causes  affected  Pears  even  more  unfavor- 
ably, although  the  entries  upon  the  books  of  the  Secretary  do  not  make  the 
deficiency  so  manifest  from  the  fact  that  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  contrib- 
utors to  the  weekly  exhibitions,  cultivating  small  gardens  in  the  city  of  Wor- 
cester, are  restricted  to  the  growth  of  the  Pear  by  the  limited  area  at  their  * 
command.  A  town  lot  can  scarcely  accommodate  a  full-grown  Apple  tree. 
But  notwithstanding  the  extent  to  which  the  Pear  receives  attention  among  us, 
an  attention  developing  in  skill  with  each  successive  season,  thanks  to  the 
labors  of  this  Society  !  it  is  none  the  less  true  that  the  care  and  effort  of  the 
most  practiced  were  at  fault  during  the  past  year.  Handsome  specimens  of 
favorite  varieties  lacked  the  most  essential  merit — flavor.  Some  of  the  earlier 
kinds  did  well — forced  forward,  as  it  were,  by  the  dry  heat  of  their  appropriate 
season.  Such,  for  example,  were  the  Beurre  GifFard  and  Bartlett.  Later — the 
Belle  Lucrative  yielded  profusely,  as,  in  fact,  that  excellent  variety  usually 
does.  But  of  the  autumn  and  winter  varieties,  strictly  so-called,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  the  failure  was  as  signal  as  general.  The  Louise  Bonne,  Beurre 
Diel,  Beurre  d'Anjou,  Duchesse  and  Marie  Louise,  not  less  than  the  Glout 
Morceau  and  Winter  Nelis,  disappointed  the  sanguine  anticipations  to  which 
their  wealth  of  bloom  in  spring  had  given  rise.  The  Doyenne  du  Cornice  upheld 
its  character  for  unsurpassed  flavor,  yet  was  but  twice  represented  on  your 
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tables.  It  can  scarcely  be  esteemed  a  full  compensation,  that  the  Vicar  of  Wink- 
field  never  bore  more  freely,  nor  was  its  quality,  such  as  it  is,  of  higher  grade. 
Is  it  necessary  to  add  to  all  this — what  must  be  unpleasantly  known  to  your 
individual  experience — that  the  Pears  which  were  grown  ripened  prematurely, 
and  this  so  universally  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  name  a  member  of  the 
Society,  accustomed  to  take  an  interest  in  its  transactions,  who  could  now 
exhibit  a  plate  of  perfect  specimens?  The  smaller  Fruits  were  almost  as 
seriously  affected  by  the  adverse  character  of  the  season.  Cherries,  at  their 
period  of  bloom,  were  almost  wholly  blasted  by  the  severe  storm  of  cold  wind 
and  rain  then  raging.  Only  in  a  few  localities  in  this  city,  in  Pleasant,  Port- 
land and  Trumbull  streets,  where  it  appears  almost  impossible  to  entirely  des- 
troy the  vitality  of  the  Cherry  buds,  was  there  even  a  partial  crop.  And  it 
was  a  matter  of  personal  observation,  on  the  part  of  your  Secretary,  that 
almost  every  tree,  upon  those  streets,  that  yielded  at  all,  produced  the  light- 
colored  varieties.  Would  this  fact  indicate  that  superior  hardiness  may  be  pre- 
dicated from  the  color  of  the  Fruit,  when  once  known?  It  is  certainly  not 
destitute  of  some  kind  of  significance.  Raspberries,  including  our  Native  and 
Improved,  Black  Cap,  were  literally  burned  up  by  the  drought.  In  one  very 
small  plantation  familiar  to  your  Secretary,  consisting  of  Franconia  and  Ameri- 
can Purple  Cane,  a  fair  crop  was  obtained  from  canes  shortened  in  to  two  and 
a  half  feet  in  order  to  defer  their  time  of  production,  which  was  thereby  pro- 
tracted until  the  fall  rains.  The  Raspberry  can  scarcely  have  a  location  too 
shaded,  or  where  the  soil  is  too  deeply  trenched,  too  thoroughly  mulched,  too 
moist  or  too  rich.  Although  the  Strawberry  is  excessively  fond  of  moisture,  it 
yet  suffered  less  than  other  Fruits  of  a  similar  nature  from  the  unprecedented 
dryness  of  the  summer,  owing  to  the  greater  pains  taken  with  it  by  cultivators. 
When  not  thickly  mulched,  the  stools  are  generally  watered.  A  true  lover  of 
this  most  delicious  of  all  Fruits  will  never  weary  of  the  labor  requisite  to 
procure  a  crop.  As  an  illustration  of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  assiduity 
and  judgment,  your  Secretary  would  cite  the  case  of  Mr.  Charles  Richard- 
son, of  this  city,  who  exhibited,  for  four  weeks  in  succession,  dishes  of  the 
Triomphe  de  Gand  that  could  hardly  be  surpassed  in  appearance  or  quality. 
And  for  the  present,  at  least,  it  would  seem  that  the  palm  of  supremacy,  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  Society,  must  fairly  rest  with  that  most  prolific,  hardy 
and  high-flavored  variety.  At  our  second  Summer  Exhibition,  in  1864,  our 
esteemed  Vice  President,  Hon.  Paul  Whitin,  first  astonished  our  contributors, 
while  vainly  challenging  their  competition,  by  the  richness  of  color,  uniform 
size  and  remarkable  flavor  of  his  specimens  of  the  Triomphe.  It  evidently 
loves  generous  culture  and  clean  tillage.  Nor  is  there  much  dispute  that  it 
should  be  grown  in  hills — if  two  (2)  feet  apart  when  planted,  so  much  the 
better, — be  well  moistened  from  the  inception  of  blooming  until  at  least  the 
coloring  of  the  Fruit,  and  kept  free  from  runners,  save  where  new  plants 
are  desired  above  aught  else.  There  are  other  varieties  which  do  well  in  par- 
ticular locations.  There  are  still  others, — novelties, — of  which  remarkable 
promise  is  held  out.    But  the  object  of  this  report  is  simply  to  record  conclu- 
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sions  deduced  from  results  attained  at  the  Weekly  Exhibitions,  simultaneously 
registered  in  the  books  of  the  Secretary.  When  a  Strawberry,  in  every  respect, 
better  than  the  Triomjrfie  de  Gand  for  general  culture  by  the  members  of  the 
Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society,  shall  be  introduced  and  proved,  your 
Secretary  will  be  happy  and  prompt  not  only  to  note  the  fact,  but  to  engage  in 
its  cultivation. 

In  the  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  recently  issued,  occurs 
the  following  passage  :  "  During  the  year  there  have  been  distributed  from 
the  Garden  of  the  Department  about  25,750  articles,  comprising  Vines,  Bulbs, 
Cuttings  and  Plants.  About  one-half  of  these  were  distributed  through  mem- 
bers of  Congress  ;  the  remainder  has  been  sent  for  dissemination  by  Agricul- 
tural and  other  rural  Associations."  As  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural 
Society  was  entirely  overlooked  by  the  Commissioner  in  this  distribution, 
although  the  names  of  over  eight  hundred  as  intelligent  horticulturists  as  exist 
.  anywhere  can  be  found  upon  its  roll,  it  is  inferred  that  the  Commissioner 
regards  it  as  a  civic,  and  not  a  "rural,"  Association,  whatever  the  latter  may 
be.  The  sum  of  our  obligations  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is  about 
the  same  as  during  the  year  preceding — a  sum  which  we  shall  doubtless  be 
able  to  liquidate  by  proper  prudence. 

A  new  Squash,  a  native  of  Japan,  called  from  the  port  of  foreign  trade 
"  Yokohama  "  has  been  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  Society  by  several 
members.  How  far  it  will  fulfill  the  glowing  predictions  that  were  originally 
made  of  it  can  only  be  determined  after  longer  experience.  Your  Secretary 
can  vouch  for  its  extreme  fecundity,  having  grown  nearly  two  hundred  weight 
upon  a  very  small  plot  in  a  limited  garden.  Their  specific  gravity  is  note- 
worthy— one  of  the  smallest,  of  which  the  development  was  checked  by  the 
drought,  exceeding  four  (4)  pounds.  Being  anxious  for  a  thorough  test  of 
their  merits,  if  such  could  be  had,  and  reluctant  at  any  rate  to  pin  his  private 
faith  upon  imperfect  cookery,  your  Secretary  has  distributed  them,  at  times, 
with  a  view  to  a  strict  and  impartial  trial  of  their  qualities.  The  opinion  of 
one  lady,  to  whose  judgment  the  Society  would  doubtless  accord  the  same 
deference  which  it  is  equally  the  duty  and  delight  of  the  Secretary  to  yield 
without  hesitation,  is  that  the  Yokohama  may  rightfully  claim  a  place  in  the 
front  rank  of  Vegetables.  Of  the  specimens  before  you,  the  smallest  attained 
its  whole  growth  before  the  dry  weather  set  in,  increasing  not  an  inch  there- 
after. The  largest  reached  its  present  development  in  just  two  weeks,  barely 
escaping  the  first  hard  frost,  and  coloring  in-doors.  All  the  seeds  have  been 
scrupulously  preserved.  If  members  of  the  Society  wish  to  procure  them 
upon  cheaper  terms  than  they  cost  the  Secretary,  they  can  obtain  them  for 
nothing,  so  long  as  the  supply  holds  out,  by  applying  at  the  proper  season. 

The  peculiar  occupation  of  the  Secretary,  for  some  weeks  past,  induces  him, 
as  he  closes  this  too  extended  summary  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  for  1 864, 
to  invite  the  attention  of  his  younger  and  fairer  readers  to  a  source  of  pleasant 
occupation  and  of  emolument.  The  custom  of  decorating  our  churches  is  rap- 
idly becoming  better  honored  iu  the  observance  than  in  the  breach.    A  con- 
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siderable  amount  of  money  is  annually  sent  out  of  the  city  of  Worcester  alone, 
to  purchase  wreaths  and  festoons  of  the  Ground  Pine  and  Creeping  Jenny,  to 
use  names  that  will  at  once  be  comprehended.  Much  effort,  labor  and  expense 
are  lavished  to  collect  that  pride  of  our  forests — Kalmia  latifolia  or  Spoon 
Wood — of  which  it  is  questionable  whether  the  gorgeous  splendor  of  its  bloom 
in  summer  or  the  shining  verdure  of  its  foliage  amid  the  deep  snows  of  winter 
are  its  crowning  charm  and  glory.  Is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  send  to  the 
far-off  woods  of  Maine  for  these  appropriate  and  seasonable  adornments  ?  It 
would  surely  seem  that  the  fair  hands  of  the  feminine  floriculturists,  in 
Holden,  Paxton,  Leicester  and  Millbury  might  be  no  less  agreeably  than  profit- 
ably occupied  in  plaiting  together,  after  the  snow  has  fallen,  what  had  been 
previously  gathered  in  by  themselves  or  their  younger  brothers,  and  kept  fresh 
by  exposure  to  the  external  air.  The  market  for  which  they  would  literally 
manufacture  constantly  enlarges.  The  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  costs  those 
to  whom  it  is  addressd  absolutely  nothing.  If  his  advice  is  followed,  he  does 
not  expect  that  Christmas  decorations  will  therefore  be  provided  gratuitously. 

In  concluding  this  Report,  the  Secretary  takes  the  opportunity,  of  which  he 
intended  to  avail  himself  last  year,  but  which  can  never  come  amiss,  to  express 
his  profound  sense  of  obligation  to  Mr.  Edwin  Draper  for  his  constant  kindness 
and  unwearied  co-operation.  The  inappreciable  services  of  this  gentleman 
have  been  elsewhere  the  subject  of  indirect  allusion.  But  so  highly  are  they 
valued  by  the  Secretary  that  he  desires  to  impress  all  the  members  with  his 
individual  estimate  of  their  worth. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN, 

Secretary  and  Librarian. 

Horticultural  Hall,  Worcester,  Jan.  4,  1865. 
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B  Y"  -  LA  ~W"  S 

OF  THE 

Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 
Article  1.    There  shall  be  an  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  to  be  held 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  November  of  each  year. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Article  2.  Any  white  male  person  may  become  a  member  of  the  Society 
on  payment  of  the  sum  of  three  dollars  ;  females,  upon  the  payment  of  one 
dollar.  Honorary  members  may  be  admitted  by  vote  of  the  Society,  or  of  the 
Trustees,  but  shall  not  have  the  right  to  vote  at  any  Business  Meeting. 

OFFICERS. 

Article  3.  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  consist  of  a  President,  three 
(3)  Vice  Presidents,  a  Secretary  and  Librarian,  and  a  Treasurer — all  of  whom 
shall  be  Trustees  ex-ojjicio — and  twenty-five  additional  Trustees.  The  officers 
are  to  be  elected  by  ballot,  and  to  hold  their  offices  until  the  next  annual  election, 
and  until  others  are  chosen  in  their  places,  and  to  discharge  the  duties  of  such 
offices  respectively. 

SPECIAL  MEETINGS— QUORUM. 
Article  4.    Special  meetings  of  the  Society  shall  be  called  at  any  time,  on 
the  application  of  five  (5)  members  therefor  ;  and,  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society, 
seven  (7)  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

NOTICE  OF  MEETINGS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 
Article  5.    All  meetings  of  the  Society  shall  be  called  by  giving  not  less 
than  two  (2)  weeks  notice  in  at  least  one  newspaper  published  in  the  city  of 
Worcester. 

SECRETARY— HIS  DUTIES. 

Article  6.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  records  of  all  business  transacted  at 
the  meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  the  Trustees,  and  also  of  the  admission  of 
members,  and  he  shall  call  and  notify  meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  the  Trus- 
tees, and  shall  notify  persons  chosen  to  office  in  the  Society  of  their  election 
and  the  Committees  of  their  appointment,  and  shall  attend  to  the  correspondence 
of  the  Society. 
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TREASURER— HIS  DUTIES. 
Article  7.  The  Treasurer  shall,  at  each  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society, 
make  a  Report  of  his  Receipts  and  Expenditures  on  account  of  the  Society, 
and  the  condition  of  its  finances,  and  exhibit  his  accounts.  And  a  Committee 
shall  be  annually  appointed  by  the  Trustees  to  examine  and  audit  his  accounts 
and  to  report  thereon.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bonds  to  the  acceptance  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  Society  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

TRUSTEES— THEIR  POWERS. 
Article  8.  The  Trustees  shall  have  the  general  charge  and  direction  of 
the  affairs  and  business  of  the  Society,  its  funds  and  property,  so  far  as  not 
otherwise  provided  for  in  the  By-Laws  or  at  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and 
may  appoint  one  or  more  Exhibitions  of  Flowers,  Fruit  or  Vegetables  in  each 
year,  and  make  all  arrangements  therefor  and  for  conducting  the  same,  includ- 
ing the  appointment  of  Committees,  and  may  establish  Premiums  and  provide 
for  awarding  the  same,  and  shall  direct  the  disposal  of  all  articles  of  a  vegetable 
growth  which  may  be  presented  to  the  Society,  including  the  distribution  of 
Seeds,  Scions  and  Cuttings,  Layers  and  Roots. 

TRUSTEES— THEIR  MEETINGS— QUORUM. 
Article  9.  At  all  the  meetings  of  the  Trustees  seven  (7)  shall  constitute 
a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business  ;  and  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  may 
at  any  time  be  called,  on  the  application  of  three  members  of  the  Board  to  the 
President  of  the  Society,  and  all  meetings  of  the  Trustees  shall  be  called  by 
the  Secretary.  There  shall  be  stated  meetings  of  the  Trustees  to  be  held  once 
in  three  (3)  months. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Article  10.  The  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Society,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  (f )  of  the  members  present ; 
provided  that  previous  notice  shall  have  been  given  in  the  call  for  the  Annual 
Meeting  that  the  subject  of  an  alteration  of  the  By-Laws  is  to  come  before 
the  Society  at  that  meeting. 
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SELECT  FRUITS  RECOMMENDED  BY  THE  SOCIETY. 


APPLES. 

Early. — Red  Astrachan,  Sweet  Bough,  Duchess  of  Oldenburgh,  Williams' 
Early  Red,  Worcester  Spy*,  Summer  Pippin*. 

Autumn. — Gravenstein,  Porter,  Shepard's  Sweeting*,  Leland's  Spice*, 
Fameuse*,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch. 

Winter  and  Spring. — Mother,  Rhode  Island  Greening,  Yellow  Bellefleurf, 
Jewett's  Redf,  Baldwin,  Washington  Royalf,  Ladies'  Sweeting*,  Northern 
Spy,  Tallman  Sweeting,  Roxbury  Russet. 

PEARS. 

Early.  —  Beurre  Giffard,  Rostiezer,  Bartlett,  Dearborn's  Seedling,  St. 
Ghislain. 

Autumn. — Belle  Lucrative,  Paradise  d'Automne,  Flemish  Beauty,  Seckel, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Marie  Louise,  Fulton,  Henry  IV,  Sheldon. 

Late  Autumn  and  Winter.  —  Beurre  Bosc,  Urbaniste,  Beurre  d'Anjou, 
Duchesse  d'  Angouleme,  Winter  Nelis,  Glout  Morceau. 

CHERRIES. 

May  Duke,  Knight's  Early  Black,  Black  Tartarian,  American  Amber, 
Downer's  Late,  Black  Eagle. 

GRAPES. 

Concord,  Hartford  Prolific,  Diana,  Delaware. 

STRAWBERRIES. 
Hovey's  Seedling,  Triomphe  de  Gand,  Jenney's  Seedling,  Jenny  Lind, 
Wilson's  Albany  Seedling. 


*  Varieties  recommended  as  "  promising  well." 

f  Varieties  recommended  for  "  amateur  cultivation." 
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LIST  OF  OFFICERS  FROM  THE  ORGANIZATION. 


John  Green, 
Isaac  Davis, 
John  Milton  Earle, 
Stephen  Salisbury, 


Elected 
1840 
1844 
1848 
1851 


PRESIDENTS. 

Retired. 
1844 
1848 
1851 
1857 


D.  WaWo  Lincoln, 
Alexander  H.  Bullock, 


George  Jaques, 
J.  Henry  Hill, 

VICE  PRESIDENTS. 


Samuel  B.  Woodward, 
Stephen  Salisbury, 
Anthony  Chase, 
Alfred  D.  Foster, 
Isaac  Southgate, 
George  B.  Slater, 
Isaac  Davis, 
Asa  H.  Waters, 
William  Workman, 
Thomas  Chamberlain, 
Stephen  Salisbury, 
Charles  Thurber, 
William  T.  Merrifield, 
Edmund  F.  Dixie, 
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Retired. 

1840 

1841 
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1841 

1841 

1843 

1841 

1842 

1842 

1849 

UB42 

1843 

1843 

1844 

1843 

1847 

1844 

1853 

1847 

1849 

1849 

1851 

1849 

1850 

1849 

1857 

1851 

1852 

George  T.  Rice, 
John  C.  Whitin, 
William  Workman, 
John  Milton  Earle, 
Benjamin  Butman, 
John  C.  Mason, 
George  Jaques, 
Jonathan  Forbush, 
Paul  Whitin, 
William  T.  Merrifield, 
Edward  Earle, 
John  Milton  Earle, 
Francis  H.  Dewey, 


William  Lincoln, 


Joseph 
Anthony 


Sargent, 
Chase, 


CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY. 

Elected 
1840 
1840 


1843 


Retired. 
1841 
1843 
1845 


John  Milton  Earle, 
Samuel  H.  Colton, 


Elected. 

Retired. 

1857 

1860 

1860 

1863 

1863 

1864 

1864 

Elected. 

Retired. 

1  GO  Li 

lOJO 

1853 

1860 

1857 

1858 

1858 

1863 

1858 

1862 

1860 

1861 

1861 

1863 

1862 

1863 

1863 

1863 

1864 

1863 

1864 

1864 

1864 

Elected. 

Retired. 

1845 

1847 

1847 

1843 

In  1849  the  office  of  Corresponding  was  merged  in  that  of  the  Recording 
Secretary. 

RECORDING  SECRETARY. 


Benjamin  Hey  wood, 
L.  Lincoln  Newton, 
J.  C.  B.  Davis, 
Samuel  F.  Haven, 


Anthony  Chase, 
Clarendon  Harris, 


John  Park^ 
Isaac  Davis, 
Edmund  F.  Dixie, 
Samuel  D.  Spurr, 


Elected.  Retired. 

1840  1841 

1840  1841 

1840  1841 

1841  1847 


George  Jaques, 
John  Gray,  Jr., 
J.  Henry  Hill, 
Edward  W.  Lincoln, 


TREASURER. 
Frederick  W.  Paine,  elected  1841. 


Elected 
1844  1851 
1851  1862 


LIBRARIAN. 

Retired. 

Edward  W.  Lincoln, 


TRUSTEES. 


Elected. 

Retired. 

1840 

1841 

1840 

1841 

1840 

1848 

1840 

1841 

15 

Silas  Allen, 
Benjamin  F.  Thomas, 
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Elected. 
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Delamer  on  the  Kitchen  Garden.  12mo. 

Doyle's  Domestic  Poultry.  8vo. 

Debates  and  Proceedings,  Massachusetts  Convention  of  1778.  8vo. 
Dewey's  Report,  Herbaceous  Plants  of  Massachusetts.  1840.  8vo. 
DeWitt  on  the  Industry  of  Massachusetts.  8vo. 

Elder's  Cottage  Garden.  12mo. 
Eastwood's  Cranberry  Culture.  12mo. 

Emerson's  Report  on  the  Trees  and  Shrubs  of  Massachusetts.  8vo. 

Emory's  New  Mexico.  8vo. 

Ellsworth's  American  Swine  Breeder.  12mo. 

English  Forests  and  Forest  Trees.    1853.  8vo. 

Edwards'  Botanical  Register.    10  vols.,  8vo. 

Elliott's  Fruit  Grower's  Guide.  12mo. 

Emmons'  Report  on  Quadrupeds  of  Massachusetts.    1840.  8vo. 
Edgewood,  My  Farm  At.    By  Ik.  Marvel.  12mo. 
Edgewood,  Wet  Days  At.    By  Ik.  Marvel.  l2mo. 

Foster  &  Whitney,  Report  on  Geology  of  Lake  Superior.    3  vols.,  8vo. 
Fortune's  two  Visits  to  China.    2  vols.,  l2mo. 

Fremont's  First  and  Second  Expeditions  to  Rocky  Mountains,  Oregon  and 
North  California.    1842-3-4.  8vo. 
Flower  Garden,  The.  12mo. 
Flint's  Treatise  on  Milch  Cows.  8vo. 
Florist's  Journal  and  Gardener's  Record.  8vo. 
Flint's  Grasses  and  Forage  Plants.  8vo. 
Fitch's  Report  on  the  Noxious  Insects  of  New  York.  8vo. 
Fortune's  Tea  Countries  of  China.  8vo. 
Florist.    1859-60-61-62-63.    5  vols.,  8vo. 
Flint's  Treatise  on  Grasses.  8vo. 
Flora  Scotica.  8vo. 

Farmer's  (American)  New  and  Universal  Hand  Book.  8vo. 
Farmer,  Working.    —  vols.,  folio.    1856-64.    16  vols.,  quarto. 

Gardener's  Farmers'  Dictionary.  l2mo. 

Gould,  Report  on  the  Invertebrate  of  Massachusetts.    1841.  8vo. 

Gilpin  on  Landscape  Gardening.  8vo. 

Graham's  Report  on  the  Mexican  Boundary.  8vo. 
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Gardener's  Monthly  Volume.    12  vols.,  l2mo. 

Gray's  Manual  of  Botany  of  Northern  United  States.  8vo. 

Gray's  Genera  of  Plants  of  the  United  States.  8vo. 

Greenwood  and  Mount  Auburn.  Quarto. 

Gardeners'  Chronicle.  Folio. 

Gardeners'  Monthly.    G  vols.  1859-60-1-2-3-4. 

Grape  Culture  (Open  Air).    By  John  Phin.    1  vol.,  8vo. 

Grape  Culturist.    By  A.  S.  Fuller.    1  vol.,  8vo. 

Grape  Culture  ;  Wine  and  Wine  Making.    A.  Haraszthy.    1  vol.,  8vo. 

Hovey,  Magazine.    1835  to  1864.    30  vols.,  8vo. 
Horticultural  Pamphlets.  8vo. 
Hooker,  Exotic  Flora.    3  vols.,  8vo. 

Harris,  on  the  Insects  of  New  England.    1852.    1  vol.,  8vo. 

Harris  and  Agassiz  on  Insects  Injurious  to  Vegetation.    1862.    1  vol.,  8vo. 

Hovey,  Fruits  of  America.    2  vols,  and  4  Nos.  of  vol.  3. 

Hooker's  Icones  Plantarum.    4  vols.,  8vo. 

Hooker's  Journal  of  Botany.    4  vols.,  8vo. 

Hogg  on  the  Growth  and  Culture  of  the  Carnation.  l2mo. 

Horticultural  Register.    1835-6.  8vo. 

Horticulture,  Journal  of.    1  vol.,  quarto. 

Horticulture,  Journal  of.    3  vols.  1861-3. 

Horticulturist.    1846-7-64.    19  vols.,  8vo. 

Illustrated  London  Almanac.  1856-8-9-60-1-2. 

Illinois,  Transactions  of  State  Agricultural  Society.  1859-60.  1  vol.,  8vo. 
Indiana,  Transactions  of  State  Agricultural  Society.    1853.    1  vol.,  8vo. 

Johnson  &  Hogg's  Cottage  Garden.    8vo.    Vol.  22. 

Jaques,  Fruit  Trees.  18mo. 

Johnson's  Dictionary  of  Gardening.  l2mo. 

Johnston's  Agricultural  Chemistry  and  Geology.  12mo. 

Journal  of  Agriculture.    3  vols.,  8vo. 

Jackson's  Geological  Survey  of  Rhode  Island.  8vo. 

Jager's  Life  of  North  American  Insects.  12mo. 

Johnson's  Flower  Garden.  l2mo. 

Johnson's  Gardener's  Almanac.    1861.  l2mo. 

Kollar  on  Insects.  12mo. 

Kennon's  Essay  on  Trees.    Royal  quarto. 

Kidder's  Guide  to  Apiarian  Science.  l2mo. 

Langstroth's  Hive  and  Honey  Bee.  l2mo. 

Leuchar's  Treatise  on  Hot  Houses.  l2mo. 

Loudon,  Encyclopaedia  of  Gardening.    2  vols.,  8vo. 

Loudon,  Encyclopaedia  of  Plants.    2  vols.,  8vo. 

Loudon,  Encyclopaedia  of  Plants.    1  vol.,  8vo.    Ed.  1855. 
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Loudon,  Encyclopaedia  of  Agriculture.  8vo. 

Loudon,  Suburban  Horticulture.  8vo. 

Loudon,  Arboretum.    8  vols.,  8vo. 

Loudon,  Encyclopaedia  of  Cottage  Architecture,  8vo. 

Loudon,  Cemeteries.  8vo. 

Loudon,  Encyclopaedia  of  Plants.    Ed.  1855. 

Loudon  Horticultural  Society's  Catalogue.  Svo. 

Loudon  Horticultural  Society's  Reports,    7  vols.,  quarto. 

Loudon's  Villa  Gardener.  8vo. 

Loudon's,  Mrs.,  Ladies'  Flower  Garden.    5  vols.,  quarto. 

Lindley's  Flora  Medica.  8vo. 

Lindley's  Horticulture.  l2mo. 

Lindley's  Vegetable  Kingdom.  8vo. 

Lmdley's  British  Fruits.    3  vols. 

Liebig,  Complete  Chemistry.  8vo. 

Landreth,  Rural  Register.    12  mo.  1848-56. 

Lang's  Highland  Cottages.  Quarto. 

Morrell's  American  Shepherd.  12mo. 
Mcintosh,  Book  of  the  Garden.    2  vols.,  8vo. 
Mcintosh,  on  the  Greenhouse.    1838.  12mo. 
Mcintosh,  on  the  Orchard.  l2mo. 
Mcintosh,  on  the  Flower  Garden.  l2mo. 

Meehan's  American  Hand-Book  of  Ornamental  Trees.    1853.  12mo. 

Michaux,  North  American  Sylva.    3  vols.,  8vo. 

Miller,  Gardener's  Dictionary.    4  vols.,  folio. 

Massachusetts,  Industry  of.    1855.  8vo. 

Massachusetts  Convention.    1788.  8vo. 

Massachusetts,  Agriculture  of.    Flint.    2  vols.,  8vo. 

Maine,  Agriculture  and  Geology  of.  Second  Series.  1862.  1  vol.,  8vo. 
Maine,  Agriculture  and  Geology  of.  1857-8-9-60. 

New  England  Farmer.    1834-44.    12  vols.,  quarto.  Unbound. 
New  England  Farmer.    1849-60.    12  vols.,  8vo. 
Nash's  Progressive  Farmer.  l2mo. 

New  Orchard  and  Garden.    By  F.  A.  Williams.    Reprint  of  1626.  8vo. 
Nature,  Man  and.    By  George  P.  Marsh.    1  vol.,  8vo. 
North  American  Sylva.    (Nuttall).    3  vols.,  8vo. 

New  Hampshire,  Transactions  of  Agricultural  Society.   1851-9.   8  vols.,  8vo. 
New  York,  Transactions  of  State  Board  of  Agriculture.     1841-62.  21 
vols.,  8vo. 

Obituary  5  Addresses  on  Henry  Clay.    1852.  8vo. 

Ornithology  of  Massachusetts.    Report  by  Peabody.    1839.  8vo. 

Ohio,  Agricultural  Report.    Second  Series.    2  vols.,  8vo.  1861-2. 
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Patent  Office  Report.    1843-63.    20  vols.,  8vo. 

Patent  Office  Reports  for  I860.    (Agriculture.)    1  vol.,  8vo. 

Patent  Office  Reports  for  1860.    (Mechanical).    2  vols.,  8vo. 

Pomona  Britannica.    2  vols.,  quarto. 

Phillips'  History  of  Vegetables. 

Phillips'  Sylva  Florifera.    2  vols.,  8vo. 

Paxton,  Magazine  of  Botany.    16  vols.,  8vo. 

Pardee's  Fruit,  Flower  and  Vegetable  Companion.  12mo. 

Parks'  North  American  Flora.    2  vols.,  8vo. 

Pardee's  Culture.  12mo. 

Parsons  on  the  Rose.  l2mo. 

Perry's  Japan  Expedition.    3  vols.,  quarto. 

Phin  (John),  Open  Air  Grape  Culture.    1  vol.,  8vo. 

Parlor  and  Garden  Flowers.    E.  S.  Rand,  Jr.    1  vol.,  12mo. 

Poulterer's  Companion,  American.    C.  M.  Bement.  12mo. 

Poultry  Yard,  The  American.  By  Browne.  Appendix  by  Allen.   1vol.,  l2mo. 

Report,  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  United  States.    1853-6.  8vo. 

Rogers'  Vegetable  Cultivator.    18 mo. 

Ripton  on  Landscape  Gardening.  8vo. 

Report  on  Light  Houses.    1852.  8vo. 

Reconnoissances  in  New  Mexico  and  Texas.    1850.  8vo. 

Reports  on  Finances.    1855-6  and  58-9.  8vo. 

Ronald's  Selected  Apples.    1831.  Folio. 

Report,  Fifth  Annual.    Central  Park  Commission. 

Rand,  E.  S.,  Jr.    Parlor  and  Garden  Flowers.    1  vol.,  8vo. 

Revue  Horticole.    1859-60-1-2-3.    (Paris.)    5  vols.,  8vo. 

Rural  Register.    1  vol.,  18mo.  1861-2-3. 

Rural  Annual.    1  vol.,  18mo.  1856-7-8-9. 

Rural  Annual.    1  vol.,  18mo.  1860-1-2-3. 

Storer's  Fishes  and  Reptiles  of  Massachusetts.    1839.  8vo. 
Schenck's  Gardener's  Text  Book.  l2mo. 

Sinclair,  Letters  to  Washington  (George)  on  Agriculture.  Quarto. 
Stuart's  Planter's  Guide.  8vo. 

Stansbury.    Great  Salt  Lake,  with  Maps.    2  vols.,  8vo. 

Smith's  English  Flora.    4  vols.,  8vo. 

Sweet  on  the  Geranium.    5  vols.,  8vo. 

Sweet  on  the  Flora  Australasia.  8vo. 

Smith's  Landscape  Gardening.  12mo. 

Stockhardt's  Agricultural  Chemistry.  12mo. 

Shepherd,  Practical.    Randall.    1  vol.,  8vo. 

Thomas.    American  Fruit  Culturist.  12mo. 

Thomas'  Rural  Register.    1855  to  1865.    3  vols.,  l2mo. 

Teschemacher*s  Elements  of  Horticulture.  18mo. 
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Tower's  Domestic  Gardener's  Manual.  8vo. 

Transactions  of  the  Agricultural  Societies  of  Massachusetts.  1845-52-4. 
4  vols.,  8vo. 

Transactions  of  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society.    1847-52.  8vo. 
Transactions  of  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society.    20th  Exhibition,  8vo. 
Transactions  of  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society.    1863.  8vo. 
Transactions  of  the  Horticultural  Society  of  London,  Eng.    7  vols.,  quarto. 
Transactions  of  the  Maine  Board  of  Agriculture.    1857-80.    4  vols.,  8vo. 
Transactions  of  the  Ohio  Board  of  Agriculture.    1857-62.    6  vols.,  8vo. 
Transactions  of  the  Connecticut  Agricultural  Society.    1856-7.  8vo. 
Transactions  of  the  New  Hampshire  Agricultural  Society.     1851-9.  8 
vols.,  8vo. 

Transactions  of  the  Wisconsin  Agricultural  Society.    1854-5-6-7.  lvol.,8vo. 

Transactions  of  the  Wisconsin  Agricultural  Society.     1858-9.    1  vol.,  8vo. 

Transactions  of  the  Illinois  Agricultural  Society.    1859-60.    1  vol.,  8vo. 

Transactions  of  the  New  York  Agricultural  Society.   1841-62.   21  vols.,  8vo. 

Transactions  of  the  California  Agricultural  Society.    1859.    1  vol.,  8vo. 

Transactions  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  for  Encouragement  of  Domestic 
Industry.    1850-7-80-2-3.  8vo. 

Transactions  of  the  Indiana  Agricultural  Society.    1853.  8vo. 

Transactions  of  the  American  Institute,  New  York  City.  1853-62.  10 
vols.,  8vo. 

Transactions  of  Middlesex  County,  Mass.,  Agricultural  Society.  8vo. 
Transactions  of  Norfolk  County,  Mass.,  Agricultural  Society.    1849-51.  8vo. 
Transactions  of  Worcester  County,  Mass.,  Agricultural  Society.  1843-52, 
1852-60.    2  vols.,  8vo. 

Ten  Acres  Enough.  12mo. 

United  States  Annual  Reports.    1851-2-3.    2  parts.  8vo. 
United  States  Annual  Reports.    1853-4.    3  parts.  8vo. 
United  States  Census.    1850.  Quarto 
United  States  Commercial  Relations.    1859.  Quarto. 

Vaux's  Villas  and  Cottages.  8vo. 

Vegetables  of  America.    1863.    F.  Burr.    1  vol.,  Svo.    1st  Ed. 

Wiggins'  American  Farmer's  Instructor.    1840.  8vo. 

Weeks'  Management  of 'Bees.  12mo. 

Wheeler's  Homes  for  the  People.  12mo. 

Walden's  Soil  Culture.    12 mo.  . 

Wislizenns'  Tour  to  Northern  Mexico.  8vo. 

Wilson's  Rural  Cyclopaedia.    4  vols.,  8vo. 

Wilder's  Eulogium  on  A.  J.  Downing.  Svo. 

Wilder's  Address  before  Berkshire  Agricultural  Society.  8vo. 

Watson's  Home  Garden.  12mo. 

Wells'  Year  Book  of  Agriculture.    1855-6.  8vo. 
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ROLL  OF  MEMBERS 


Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society 


By  the  term  "  Date/'  it  is  meant  to  comprise  all  the  accessions  of  members 
from  the  original  foundation  of  the  Society.  Where  no  numerals  appear  in 
that  column,  it  is  to  be  understood  that  the  members,  opposite  whose  names  no 
figures  appear,  were  entered  upon  the  Roll  of  the  Society  previous  to  and  coeval 
with  the  "  List  of  Members,"  which  was  published  in  the  "  Transactions  of 
The  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society  for  the  years  1852  and  1853.'' 

Those  members  whose  names  are  marked  with  a  star  (*)  are  deceased. 


Bate. 


1855 

a 

1856 
1859 


Name. 
R.  W.  Adams, 
Paine  Aldrich, 
W.  E.  Allen, 
George  Allen, 
Charles  Allen, 
Samuel  Allen/5" 
Jas.  F.  Allen, 
J.  M.  C  Armsby, 
R.  P.  Angier,* 
Silas  Allen, 
L.  S.  Allen, 
Jonas  H.  Allen, 
Asa  H.  Allen, 
Jos.  Allen, 
Otis  Adams,* 
Lewis  Armsby, 
T.  P.  Allen, 
Alvan  Allen,* 


Residence. 

Barre. 
Worcester. 


Toledo,  0. 

Shrewsbury. 

Worcester. 

Shrewsbury. 
k 

Northboro'. 
Grafton. 
Northbridge. 
Sterling. 
Worcester. 


Allen, 


Mrs.  Mary  A, 
B.  D.  Allen, 

P.  Emory  Aldrich,  " 

T.  W.  Bancroft ,*  " 
Tobias  Boland, 

Wm.  M.  Bickford  *  " 

Lewis  Bigelow,*  " 

Osgood  Bradley,  " 
Geo.  Bowen,        Cleveland,  0. 

S.  M.  Burnside,*  Worcester. 

Chas.  P.  Bancroft,  Boston. 


16 


Date.  Name. 

A.  H.  Bullock, 
Albert  Brown,* 
Ira  M.  Barton, 
Wm.  Brown, 
Wm.  C.  Barbour, 
0.  H.  Blood* 
E.  L.  Barnard,* 
Jos.  Bovden, 
E.  H.  Bowen* 
Walter  Bigelow, 
Richard  Ball, 
Stephen  Bartlett, 
Wm.  Barrows, 
John  G.  Burbank,* 
George  A.  Bates, 
Charles  Bowen, 
Walter  Bigelow,* 
Moses  T.  Breck,* 
Benj.  Buffum 
Zebina  E 
H.  G.  Bates, 
Wm.  S.  Barton, 
John  Barnard, 
A.  Baylies,* 
A.  J.  Brooks, 
J.  L.  Burbank, 
Wm.  Barker, 
Jos.  Bond,* 
Jos.  E.  Bond, 
Emory  Banister, 


Residence. 
Worcester. 


Berry, 


Auburn. 
Worcester. 


Cambridge. 
Worcester. 


Prov'ce,R.I. 
Worcester. 
N.  Y.  City. 
Worcester. 


Harvard. 
Worcester. 
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Date. 


1853 


a 
u 

1856 
u 

1858 

1859 
u 

1860 

1855 
1862 
1863 


1864 
1864 


Name.  Residence. 

Benj.  Butman,  Worcester. 

Mary  C.  Bancroft,-  " 

E.  M.  Banning,  " 

Jas.  B.  Blake,  " 

Sarah  L.  Butman,  " 

Walter  R.  Bigelow,  " 
Lucius  Beach, 

Joseph  Briggs,*  Worcester. 
Mrs.  D.  W.  Blood, 

Charles  Bigelow,  Grafton. 

E.  L.  Brigham,  Worcester. 

Artemas  Barnes,  Berlin. 

Dwight  Bisco,  Leicester. 

Thos.  Bottomly,  " 

Booth  Bottomlj,  " 

Luke  Brummett,  " 

Heman  M.  Burr,  " 

John  Brooks,*  Princeton. 

Thos.  S.  Banks,  Brookline. 

John  Boynton,  Templeton. 

C.  D.  Bowman,*  Oxford. 
John  Boyd,-'  Shrewsbury. 
Ellis  Burt,  Douglas. 
Elhanan  Batcheller,  Sutton. 
Jos.  Bowman,*  N.Braintree. 

D.  Ball,  Spencer. 
Thos.  C.  Biscoe,  Grafton. 
Chas.  Brigham,  " 

J.  N.  Bates,  Worcester. 

Pliny  H.  Babbitt,  Barre. 

Wm.  Buckley,  Worcester. 
Thos.  Bond,"  No.  Brookfield. 
Leonard  Burrage,  Leominster. 

Geo.  A.  Barnard,  Worcester. 

Mary  G.  Bangs,*  " 

Merrick  Bemis,  " 


1855    Aaron  Billing, 


X.  Y.City. 

Harvard. 
Worcester. 


J.  H.  Brooks, 
John  Boyden, 
Geo.  W.  Bentlev, 
Mrs.  E  Bryant,' 
Geo.  C.  Bigelow*, 
Geo.  F.  Butman,* 
Trumbull  Bull, 
Alzirus  Brown, 
Phinehas  Ball, 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Barnard,  " 
E.  D.  Batchelder,  No.  Brook'd. 
G.  G.  Burbank,  Worcester, 
Geo.  S.  Barton,  " 
Dan'l  S.  Burgess,  " 
Mrs.  J.  Brown,  Wilkinsonville 
Miss  M.  F.  Bertody,  Leicester 
Miss  R.  E.  Barber,  Worcester 
Jonas  Brown,  Wilkinsonville 


Date. 
1864 


1865 


Name.  Residence. 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Brooks,  Worcester. 
Miss  Emma  Banister,  " 

Asa  L.  Burbank,  " 

Geo.  Barber,  " 

Mrs.  Geo.  Barber,  " 

Zephaniah  Baker,  " 

John  F.  Clark*  " 

George  Chandler,  " 

Benj.  N.  Child,  " 

S.  H.  Colton,  " 

A.  Chase,  u 

Lewis  Chapin,  " 
Thos.  Chamberlain,*  " 

C.  C.  Chickering,  " 

H.  H.  Chamberlain,  " 

Wm.  Coe*  " 

Edwin  Conant,  " 

C.  P.  Chapin,-  " 

Horace  Chenery,*  " 

Loring  Coes,  " 

I).  B.  Comins,  " 
T.  M.  Chaffin, 

Tyler  P.  Curtis,  " 

Henry  Chapin,  " 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Colton,  " 

Mrs.  A.  Chase,*  u 
Mrs.  P.  S.  Canfield, 

WTilliam  Cross,  " 

William  C.  Clark,  " 

J.  S.  Culver ,*  " 

A.  G.  Coes,  " 
Albert  Curtis,  " 

H.  W.  Conklin,  N.  Y.  City. 
S.  P.  Champney,  Saundersville. 

C.  C.  Colemau,*  Worcester. 

B.  W.  Cook,  " 
H.  0.  Clark, 
Geo.  A.  Chamberlain, 


1855 
1854 

1855 

a 

1856 


1857 
1858 
1862 
1863 


Jona.  Cutting. 
John  Clapp,* 
Leonard  Craig,* 
Leonard  Cheney, 
Wm.  C.  Capron, 
Rufus  Carter, 
Miss  P.  W.  S.  Canfield, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Conant, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Conant, 
P.  A.  Champney,* 
S.  G.  Champney,"  " 
Susan  A.  Champney,  " 
Wm.  M.  Chase,  Worcester 
I.  S.  Chapman*  " 
John  S.  Clark,  " 
George  Crompton,  " 
James  Comlev,  Boston 


Templeton. 

Leicester. 
it 

Southbridge. 
Uxbiidge. 
Worcester. 


Sutton, 
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Date. 


1864 

it 
U 

u 
it 
a 

1865 


Name.  Residence. 
N.  B.  Chase,       Wilkinson ville. 
Courtland  H.  Cross,  Worcester. 
Hosea  Crane,  Millbury. 
Silas  Clapp,  Worcester. 
Rev.  S.  A.  Gushing,  Shrewsbury. 
Sumner  Cook,  Worcester. 
Augustus  N.  Currier,  " 
Miss  Fanny  Chandler,  " 
Susan  E.  Chamberlain,  " 
Nathaniel  H.  Cook,  " 
Dr.  Calvin  Cutter,  Warren. 
John  Davis,*  Worcester. 
Win.  A.  Draper,*  " 
Enos  Dorr*  " 
Loron  Darling,   New  Worcester. 


Worcester. 


N.  Y.  City. 
Gt.  Britain. 
Worcester. 


1854 

it 

it 

1855 
1858 
1859 

1864 

<< 

1865 
a 
it 


Wm.  Dickinson, 
Isaac  Davis, 
P.  H.  Dewev, 
J.  C.  B.  Davis, 
H.  G.  Darling, 
Edwin  Draper, 
Jonathan  Day, 
Samuel  Davis,  " 
F.  H.  Daniels,*  " 
Geo.  A.  Dresser,       N.  Y.  City. 
Calvin  Dyer,  Worcester. 
Rufus  D.  Dunbar,  Columbus,  0. 
Alexander  DeWitt,  Oxford. 
Horace  S.  DeWitt*  " 
Levi  A.  Dowley,*  Newport, R.I. 
Geo.  C.  Davis,  Northboro'. 
Nathan  Daniels,  Leicester. 
Henry  A.  Denny,  Worcester. 
Joseph  A.  Denny,  Leicester. 
Nath'l  P.  Denny,    Norwich,  Ct. 
George  Denny,*  Westboro\ 
Harvey  Dodge,  Sutton. 
S.  A.  Drake,  Sturbridge. 
R.  S.  Denny,  Boston. 
Henry  G.  Davis,  Millbury, 
Chas.  A.  Denny,  Leicester. 
Leonard  Dwinnell,  Millbury. 
John  A.  Dana,  Worcester. 
George  F.  Daniels,  Oxford. 
P.  W.  Dudley,  Whitinsville. 
Pickering  Dodge,*  Worcester. 
E.  F.  Dixie,*       Keokuk,  Iowa. 
Wm.  E.  Desper,  Worcester. 
Appleton  Dadmun,  " 
Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Dewey,  " 
Carrie  Clinton  Dewey,  " 
Rosebud  Dewev,  " 
Edw.  L.  Davis!  " 
Thomas  H.  Dodge,  " 
Edward  Earle,  " 


Date, 


1855 
1858 
1859 
1862 

1864 

a 

1865 


Royalston. 
Boston. 


Name.  Residence. 

James  Estabrook,  Worcester. 
John  Milton  Earle,  " 
Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Earle  *  " 
Mrs.  Edward  Earle,  " 
Timothy  K.  Earle,  " 
0.  K.  Earle,  " 
James  L.  Estey,  " 
Anna  B.  Earle, 
Joseph  Estabrook, 
John  F.  Edwards, 

James  E.  Estabrook,  Worcester 
Fred'k  A.  Eldred,  " 
G.  W.  Estabrook,  Grafton, 

William  Eames,  Worcester 
Miss  Mary  R.  Eames,  " 
Emory  A.  Ellsworth,  Barre, 
Geo.  H  _ 
Alfred  D.  Foster 
M.  L.  Fisher,  Farmersburg,  Iowa. 

Lemuel  J.  Fox,*  Worcester. 
David  Flagg,*  " 
Sam'l  B.  Foster ,*  " 
William  B.  Fox  *  " 
Joel  Flagg,*  " 
Hiram  French,  " 
Benjamin  Flagg,  11 
Elisha  Fuller,*  " 
Wm.  B.  Fox,  Jr.,*  " 
Charles  W.  Freeland,  Boston. 

Dr.  Samuel  Flagg,  Worcester. 
Marshall  Flagg,  " 
John  Field,*  " 
Ezra  Fitch,* 
Dwight  Foster, 
Mrs.  Dr.  Woodward 


Estabrook,  Worcester. 

u 


1854 
1855 
1856 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1863 


Montraville  Flagg, 
Nahum  Flagg, 
Calvin  W.  Forbush 
Curtis  Forbush, 
Dana  H.  Fitch, 
Abijah  Flagg,* 
Stephen  Flagg,* 
Benj.  Flagg, 
Orrin  Fairbanks, 
Oliver  C.  Felton, 
Peter  Fay, 
Jona.  Forbush, 
Joseph  S.  Farnum, 
Jas.  D.  Falconer, 
Stephen  S.  Foster, 
S.  B.  Ferguson, 
Geo.  A.  Ferguson, 
Henry  C.  Fergusou, 
Abram  Firth, 
Adams  Foster, 


Boston. 
Worcester. 
Bovlston. 


Grafton. 
Philadelphia. 
Worcester. 

Boylston. 

a 

Shrewsbury. 
Westboro'. 
Brookfield. 
Southboro'. 

Bolton. 
Worcester. 


Westboro' 


Worcester. 
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Date. 
1863 


1854 

a 

1855 

1856 
it 

1859 
1860 
1864 
u 


Name.  Residence. 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Flint,  Leicester. 

J.  A.  Fayerweather,  Westboro". 

Edward  R.  Fiske,  Worcester. 

Dr.  John  Green,  " 

Hiram  Gould,*  " 
Fred.  W.  Greenleaf  * 

E.  D.  Goodenow,*  " 

Henry  Goulding,  " 

Simon  S.  Gates,  Illinois. 

Erasmus  Gould,  "Worcester. 

William  Greenleaf,  " 

Fred'k  W.  Gale,*  " 

Jos.  A.  Gilbert,  " 

John  Gates,  " 

Isaac  Goddard,*  " 

S.  B.  I.  Goddard,  " 

James  Green,  " 
Wm.  N.  Green, 

Meltiah  B.  Green,  " 

Peregrine  B.  Gilbert,  " 

Samuel  F.  Green,  " 

Chester  Gorham,  Barre. 

John  Gray,  Jr.,*  Worcester. 

Jesse  W.  Goodrich,*  " 

Wilkes  Gay,  " 

Jos.  E.  Gregory,*  " 

Wm.  Goss,  " 

Jonathan  Grout,  " 

James  M.  Garside,*  " 

George  W.  Gill,  " 

Joseph  Griggs,*  " 

Sarah  L.  Greenleaf,  " 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Green,  ^  " 
Mrs.  Maria  J.  Greenleaf,  " 

Benj.  Goddard,  " 

Daniel  Goddard,  " 
John  D.  Goddard,  Shrewsbury. 

Dolly  A.  Greenleaf.  Worcester. 
Silas  Goddard,      '  N.  Y.  City. 

J.  W.  Grout,*  Worcester. 

Charles  W.  Gleason,  Holden. 

Timothy  R.  Green,  Worcester. 

Edw.  A.  Goodnow,  " 

Clarendon  Harris,  " 

Nathan  Heard,  Boston. 
Wm.  R.  Hooper,   Wash'n,  D.  C. 

Daniel  Heywood,*  Worcester. 

B.  F.  Heywood,  " 

Samuel  F.  Haven,  " 

S.  A.  Rowland,  " 

Samuel  Harrington,*  " 

H.  J.  Howland,  44 

William  Hovev,*  " 

Alonzo  Hill,  "  " 

Chas.  A.  Hamilton,  " 


Date.       Name.  Residence. 
Chas.  Hadwen,  Worcester. 
H.  P.  Howe,*  " 
John  Hammond,  " 

F.  Harrington,  Jr.,  " 
R.  L.  Hawes,  " 

C.  H.  Hill,  .  So.  Reading. 
Sam'l  D.  Harding,  Worcester. 
Enoch  Hall,  Acton. 
0.  B.  Hadwen,  Worcester. 
Ed.  H.  Hemmenway,*  " 

E.  E.  Hale,  Boston. 

A.  R.  Harlow,  Michigan. 
Sam'l  Hathaway,      N.  Y.  City. 

B.  L.  Hardon,  "  " 
Pitt  Holmes,  Worcester. 
J.  Henry  Hill, 

Geo.  F.  Hartshorn,  " 
Franklin  Hall,  " 
0.  F.  Harris,  " 
Geo.  F.  Hoar,  " 
Jonas  Hartshorn,  " 
Calvin  L.  Hartshorn,  " 
Mrs.  Mary  R.  Hadwen,  " 
Jas.  G.  Henderson,*  " 
Abner  Harlow,*  Shrewsbury. 
Samuel  Heard,  Leicester. 
H.  G.  Henshaw,  " 
Cheney  Hatch,  " 
Parley  Holman,  u 
Luther  Haven,        Chicago,  111. 
Aug.  G.  Hill,  Harvard. 
L.  B.  Hapgood,  Shrewsbury. 
S.  W.  Hunt, 

Cyrus  Holbrook,  Sterling. 
Stephen  Harrington,  Worcester. 

D.  B.  Harrington,  Millburv. 
Charles  Hall,  " 
Moses  Hall,  Harvard. 
William  Hall,  Sutton. 
Augustus  Heywood,  Grafton. 

C.  C.  P.  Hastings,*  Mendon. 
Washington  Hill,  Spencer. 

G.  W.  Hartwell,  Oxford. 


Amory  Holman, 


Bolton. 


1854 
u 

1855 
1856 
1858 
1860 
1862 


R.  B.  Hubbard,  Sunderland. 
Solon  S.  Hastings,  Princeton. 
W.  Alfred  Hacker,  Worcester. 
Adam  L.  Harrington, 
Mrs.  C.  Harris.  Worcester. 
Mrs.  Isab.  F.  Hartshorn,  " 
Francis  W.  Hunt,  E.  Douglas. 
J.  W.  Hartshorn,  Worcester, 
Salmon  D.  Hall,  Grafton. 
Sam'l  R.  Heywood,  Worcester. 
Gideon  Harris,  " 
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Date. 
1862 

1863 

a 

a 

1864 


1865 
<( 

1854 
a 

1855 
1856 


Name.  Residence. 
C.  G.  Harrington,  Worcester. 
Win.  H.  Heywood, 
C.  W.  Hamilton,  " 
Parley  Hammond,  " 
Rev.  W.  R.  Huntington,  " 
Miss  Abby  S.  Heywood,  " 
Wm.  E.  Hadwen,  " 
Chas.  Hadwen,  Jr.,  " 
Michael  Healy,  " 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Howe,  Sterling. 
Wm.  Howe,  Jr.,  Millbury. 
Cyrus  K.  Hubbard,  Worcester. 
Miss  Emma  H.  Heywood,  '; 
Miss  Annie  B.  Hadwen,  " 


1854 
it 


1857 
1858 


Date. 


Jefferson  Hascall, 
Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Hil 
George  Jaques, 


Shrewsbury. 
Worcester. 


Dr.  H.  F.  Johnson,  Southboro'. 
E.  Johnson,  Worcester. 
Horace  James,  U.  S.  A. 

Wm.  Johnson,  Worcester. 
Wm.  Jackson,*  " 
Chas.  Johnson,  Northboro'. 
Joshua  J.  Johnson,  " 
Oliver  Johnson,  Sterling. 
John  C.  Jaques,*  Worcester. 
Darwin  E.  Jewett,  Westboro'. 
John  P.  Kettell,  Worcester. 
Thomas  Kinnicutt,*  " 
Francis  H.  Kinnicutt,  " 
Jonathan  H.  Knights,*  " 
Joseph  G.  Kendall,*  " 
Timothy  Keith,*  " 
Eliza  M.  Kinnicutt,  " 
Rebecca  N.  Kinnicutt,  " 
Eli  Kilburn,  Sterling. 
Joel  Knapp,  Sutton. 
S.  W.  Kent,  Worcester. 
W.  W.  Keyes,     West  Boylston. 
Samuel  A.  Knox,  Grafton. 
William  Lincoln,*  Worcester. 
John  W.  Lincoln,*  " 
Levi  Lincoln,  " 
Ansel  Lakin,  " 
Joseph  Lovell,  Jr., 
S.  S.  Leonard,  " 
Wm.  S.  Lincoln,  " 
Warren  Lazell,         N.  Y.  City. 
Edward  W.  Lincoln,  Worcester. 
Wm.  C.  Lamson,*  " 
Patrick  Lonigan,  " 
Mrs.  D.  W.  Lincoln.  " 
Miss  G.  DeV.  Lincoln,*  " 
Miss  Mary  W.  Lincoln,  il 

17 


1854 

it 
it 

1855 

u 
a 

1856 

1859 

1860 

1861 

1863 

1864 
it 

a 

it 

1865 


Name. 
A.  B.  Lovell, 
Josiah  Q.  Lamb,* 
John  Loring, 
H.  0.  Lamson,  W. 
James  Leach, 
Joshua  W.  Leland, 
James  Longley, 
1).  Waldo  Lincoln, 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Lovell, 
David  Lee,* 
Henry  A.  Lee, 
Wm.  Lincoln, 


Residence. 

Worcester. 

Leicester. 
it 

Brookfield. 

Westboro'. 

Grafton . 

Boston. 

Worcester. 
n 

Barre. 
Worcester. 


Edward  Lamb,* 


Boston. 
W.  Boylston. 
Barre. 
Worcester. 


Jos.  C.  Lovell, 
Geo.  H.  Lee, 
Sam'l  F.  Lovering, 
Levi  Lincoln,  2d, 

Horace  Leland,  Sutton. 

Miss  F.  M.  Lincoln,  Worcester. 

Waldo  Lincoln,  " 

Albert  A.  Lovell,  " 
Addison  Lovell,      W.  Boylston. 
John  Waldo  Lincol 
Annie  M.  Lincoln, 
Marian  V.  Lincoln, 

Mrs.  Dorcas  B.  Lee,  " 
Mrs.  Kate  VanW.  Lincoln,  " 

Marston  Lincoln,  li 

Alpheus  Merrifield,*  " 

Francis  T.  Merrick,*  " 

Henry  W.  Miller,  " 

D.  S.  Messinger,  " 

F.  N.  Merrifield,  " 

Ann  B.  Merrifield,*  " 

Wm.  T.  Merrifield,  " 
Catharine  A.  Merrifield,*  " 
L.  L.  Mason,    Providence,  R.  I. 

Wm.  G.  Maynard,  Worcester. 

James  C.  Morse,  " 

A.  M.  Merrifield,  " 

Joseph  Mason,  " 
C.  M.  Miles, 

Seth  P.  Miller,  " 

Alexander  Marsh,  11 

John  C.  Mason,  " 

Sarah  R.  Merrick,*  « 
Mrs.  Wm.  T.  Merrifield,  " 
Elizabeth  F.  Messinger,  u 

Ruth  Ann  Miller,  " 

Alice  M.  Miller,  " 

Wm.  F.  Merrifield,  u 

Thomas  Merriam,  Auburn. 

David  T.  Moore,  Royalston, 


A.  Morse, 


Rochester,  N.  Y. 


Sam'l  May.  Jr.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y, 
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Grafton. 

Worcester. 
a 

Grafton. 
Worcester. 


Date.  Name.  Residence. 
Joshua  Murdock,  Jr.,  Leicester. 
H.  McFarland,  Framingham. 
J.  H.  Moore,  Charlton. 
Isaac  S.  Merriam,  Auburn. 
James  McLellan,  Sutton. 
Philip  L.  Moen,  Worcester. 

1854  Henry  K.  Merrifield,  Blackstone. 
"     Caleb  B.  Metcalf,  Worcester. 

1855  Ashley  Moore,  " 
1857  Isaac  "Mills. 

"    N.  K.  Merriam, 
1859  Maria  G.  Merrifield, 
"     Harriet  Merrifield, 
"     F.  M.  Marble, 

1862  Edwin  Morse, 

1863  Wm.  D.  Mascroft,  Northbridge. 
"     Miss  M.  A.  Messinger,  Worcester 

1864  Miss  C.  C.  Mower,  " 

1865  Henry  A.  Marsh,  " 
Henry  K.  Newcomb,  " 
Jonathan  Nelson,  " 
Rejoice  Xewton,  " 
Charles  Nash,  " 
J.  C.  Newton, 
John  Nelson, 
William  Newton, 

1854  Benj.  B.  Nourse, 

1863  Thos.  L.  Nelson, 
"     Thos.  R.  Norcross, 

1864  E.  W.  Nichols, 

E.  H.  Oliver,* 
1863  James  H.  Osgood, 

Fred.  Wm.  Paine, 
Henry  Paine,* 
Charles  Paine, 
Gardiner  Paine,* 
Joseph  Pratt, 
M.  D.  Phillips,* 
John  F.  Pond. 
J.  K.  L.  Pickfbrd, 
Horatio  Phelps, 
J.  W.  Paine, 
Samuel  Perry, 
John  Park,* 
Jotham  B.  Pratt,* 
Joseph  Perkins, 
J.  E.  Phelps, 
Charles  G.  Prentiss,* 

F.  W.  Putnam, 
Sylvanns  Pratt, 
Henry  Prentice, 
Wm.  R.  Paine, 
Wrilliam  Piper, 
Charles  L.  Putnam, 
Ann  E.  Paine. 


Date. 


Leicester. 
Oxford. 
Westboro\ 
Worcester. 

tt 


Boston. 
Worcester. 


California. 

Worcester. 
tt 


Brookline. 

Worcester. 
u 


Name. 
Mrs.  Charles  Paine, 
Anna  C.  S.  Paine, 
Sumner  Pratt, 
W.  W.  Pratt, 
G.  Parker,  Dismal  Swamp 


Residence. 
Worcester. 


N.  C, 


S.  P.  Putnam, 


Philadelphia. 
Boston. 
Warren. 
Westboro'. 


1854 
tt 


1855 
tt 

1856 


1857 
1862 
1863 


1864 


Grafton. 


Worcester. 
N.  Y.  City. 
Worcester. 


Spencer. 


Worcester. 


Jos.  L.  Partridge, 
John  Patrick, 
Silas  Parmenter, 
Payson  H.  Perrin, 
Henry  R.  Phelps, 
Charles  A.  Pierce, 
Hervey  K.  Potter. 
J.  Porter,  Jr.,      N.  Brookfield. 
Thomas  Pierce,  Worcester. 
Jonathan  A.  Pope,  Millbury. 
Dexter  H.  Perry, 
Fred'k  M.  Peck, 
Nath.  R.  Parkhurst, 
Nathaniel  Paine, 
E.  G.  Partridge, 
Henry  Phelps, 
Edward  Proctor, 
Miss  Alice  W.  Paine,  Worcester. 
Miss  E.  F.  Paine, 
Abram  Peaslee, 
Whipple  W.  Patch, 
Dan'l  R.  Pratt, 
Luther  Phillips, 
Col.  Ivers  Phillips, 
Lucius  W.  Pond,  " 
Charles  B.  Pratt,  " 
George  E.  Phelps,  " 
James  S.  Pinkham,  " 
Miss  Marianna  Phillips,  " 
Jas.  T.  Pike,  " 
Mrs.  Chas.  L.  Pierce,  " 
George  T.  Rice,  " 
Geo.  W.  Richardson,  w 
Darius  Rice,  " 
Geo.  W.  Russell,  " 
Josiah  Rice,*  " 
Thos.  H.Rice,  " 
Benj .  Reed,*  " 
Sewall  Rice,  " 
0.  A.  Ramsay,  " 
John  C.  Ripley,  " 
E.  B.  Rice,*  *  " 
Chas.  B.  Robbins,  " 
George  M.  Rice,  u 
Adams  RockAvood, 
Mrs.  Geo.  T.  Rice,  Worcester. 
Anna  M.  Richardson,  " 
Francis  B.  Rice,  " 
A.  G.  Randall,*  " 
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123 


Date.       Name.  Residence* 
Abbott  B.  Rice,  Northboro'. 
Danforth  Rice,  Leicester. 
Edward  Rogers,*  Webster. 
185G  Sarah  P.  T.  Ripley,  Worcester. 
"     Draper  Ruggles,  " 
"     George  T.  Rice,  Jr.,  " 
"     Mrs.  Geo.  T.  Rice,  Jr.,*  " 

1862  John  Ring,  " 

1863  Charles  Richardson,  " 
il     Miss  F.  A.  Richardson,  " 

Stephen  Salisbury,  u 
James  Shepard,*  " 
Chandler  Smith,*  " 
David  D.  Stowell,*  " 
Seth  Sweetser, 
Daniel  Stone,*  " 


Elijah  Stowe,* 
James  Shepard,  Jr, 
Aaron  Stone,  Jr., 


Boston. 
Worcester. 


Leicester. 
Worcester. 


Samuel  B.  Scott,* 
Joseph  Sargent, 
Edward  Southwick, 
Simeon  N.  Story, 
Moses  Spooner, 
E.  B.  Stoddard, 
David  Scott,  Jr., 
Edward  S.  Stebbins, 
Lewis  Smith, 
Henry  Sargent,* 
Mrs.  S.  Salisbury,* 
Elam  Smalley,* 
Samuel  V.  Stone, 
Lemuel  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith, 
Samuel  H.  Selby,* 
Isaac  Southgate,* 
Joseph  D.  Sargent,* 
John  Sargent,* 
Abijah  Stone, 
H.  E.  Sargent, 
George  B.  Slater,* 
Jonas  L.  Sibley,* 
Horatio  Slocumb, 
Henry  Snow,* 
Job  C.  Stone,* 
J.  W.  Slocumb, 
Asa  F.  Smith, 
William  Sanford* 
Joseph  Stone, 
Charles  Southworth,  Northboro'. 
D.  B.  Sibley,  Millbury. 
Sullivan  Sumner,  Milford. 
R.  R.  Smith,  Lynn. 
C.  T.  Svmmes,  Lancaster. 


Westfield. 
Worcester. 
California. 

Leicester. 


Chicago,  111. 
Webster* 
Sutton. 
a 

Shrewsbury. 
u 

Grafton . 

u 

Worcester. 
Westboro'. 


Date. 
1854 


1855 
1856 


1860 
1855 
1862 


1863 


Name 
Sylvanus  Sears, 
Larkin  Smith, 
Martin  Stowe,* 
Francis  Strong, 
L.  F.  Smith, 
A.  B.R.  Sprague, 
Francis  Stiles,  Jr., 
Josiah  G.  Stone, 
Windsor  N.  Snow, 
William  0.  Swett,' 
Timothy  S.  Stone, 
Ezra  Sawyer, 
Edwin  Stearns, 
Win.  C.  Struthers, 
George  F.  Slocum, 
Eliott  Swan, 


Residence. 
Worcester. 

Worcester. 

ii 

Northbridge. 

Worcester. 

Clappville. 
Shrewsbury. 

Worcester. 


Millbury. 
t< 

Grafton. 
Worcester. 

1864  MissL.  A.Searles,  Wilkinsonville 
1865 


Stephen  Sawyer,  Worcester. 
Stephen  Salisbury,  Jr.,  " 
Jas.  M.  Scofield, 
Benj.  F.  Thomas,  Brookline. 
Albert  Tolinan,  Worcester. 
Nathaniel  Tead,  Hallowell,  Me. 


Taft, 


Worcester. 


1854 

4  t 

1855 
(< 

1856 


1858 
1859 
1860 
1862 
1863 


P.  W. 

H.  N.  Tower, 

George  C.  Taft, 

George  A.  Trumbull,  " 

Daniel  Tainter,  " 

Chas.  Thurber,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

S.  Tourtellott,  Worcester. 

Thomas  Tucker, 

Stephen  Taft,  Worcester. 
Mrs.  B.  F.  Thomas,  Brookline. 
Miss  A.  P.  Thomas,  *' 
Daniel  Tenney,  Sutton. 
Samuel  Taylor,  " 
Joseph  Thayer,  Uxbridge. 
Bezaleel  Taft,*  " 
Samuel  D.  Torrey,  Millbury. 
Thomas  Taylor,  Dudley. 
Lewis  S.  Taft,  Uxbridge. 
Augustus  Tucker,*  Worcester. 
Joseph  Thurston,*  " 
P.  Dexter  Tiffany,* 
David  C.  Thurston,* 
Mrs.  M.  F.  Thurber,  Brooklyn. 
Susan  Trumbull,  Worcester. 
Mrs.  H.  K.  Tiffany, 
John  K.  Tiffany,  " 
Benj.  F.  Thomas,  Jr.,  Brookline. 
Wm.  C.  Thompson,  Worcester. 
S.  D.  Tourtelott, 
Wm.  H.  Thurston,  Oxford. 
John  Trumbull,  Worcester. 
Calvin  Taft, 
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Date.       Name.  Residence.  Date. 

1860  Harvey  S.  Tainter,  Worcester. 
1864  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,  " 

1864  Alexander  Thayer, 
"     Mrs.  Calvin  Taft, 

1865  Simeon  E.  Thompson,  " 
George  Upham,  Leicester. 
Baylies  Upham,  " 
Orison  Underwood,  Milford. 
Austin  Underwood,  Westboro'. 
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Boston. 
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it 
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Worcester. 
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Geo.  W.  Whiting, 
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Henry  Woodward, 
T.  W.  Ward, 
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Mrs.  N.  Wheeler, 
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Grafton. 
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(« 
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TRANSACTIONS 

OF  THE 

WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY, 

FOR    1  8  6  5. 

COMPRISING    THE    ADDRESS    OF    PRESIDENT    HILL,    TOGETHER    WITH    THE  RE- 
PORTS OF  THE  COMMITTEES  OF  THE  SOCIETY,  AND   THE  ANNUAL 
REPORT     OF    THE    SECRETARY     AND  LIBRARIAN. 

*   Also,  

A  CATALOGUE  OF   ADDITIONS  TO  THE    LIBRARY  :     A  ROLL  OF  THE  ACCESSIONS 
TO  THE  MEMBERSHIP  OF  THE  SOCIETY  :  AND  A  REVISED  LIST 
OF  FRUITS  RECOMMENDED  FOR  LOCAL  CULTURE. 


From  EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN,  Secretary. 


WORCESTER: 
1  8  6  6  . 


ADDRESS 


OF 

J.   HENRY  HILL,  President, 

At  the  Twmtysixth  Annual  Exhibition,  in  Review  of  the  Condition 
of  the  Society.  Delivered  on  Thursday  Evening,  September  21, 
at  8  o'clock. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society : 

We  have  for  some  time  past  looked  forward  to  this  our  Twenty-Sixth  An- 
nual Exhibition,  with  alternations  of  hope  and  fear.  And  while  we  are  con- 
strained to  admit  that  our  fears  have  been  to  some  extent  realized,  our  hopes, 
on  the  other  hand,  have  been,  to  an  eminent  degree,  fulfilled.  Although  our 
exhibition  has  not  been  attended  with  that  decided  success  which  we  could 
have  wished,  and  which  has  marked  some  of  those  in  former  years,  still 
no  one  can  look  over  the  fine  collection  of  Pears  upon  your  tables,  and  the 
abundance  of  Grapes  and  Vegetables  in  their  respective  rooms,  and  feel  dis- 
posed to  so  much  as  hint  at  failure.  The  Apple  crop  which  has  hitherto  fur- 
nished one  of  the  most  attractive  features  of  our  exhibitions,  we  all  knew  had 
entirely  failed  :  and  the  display  of  that  fruit,  meagre  as  it  is,  comparatively,  is 
a  subject  of  universal,  but  agreeable,  surprise.  The  Pear  family,  notwithstand- 
ing the  unfavorable  character  of  the  season,  has  come  nobly  to  the  rescue,  and 
furnishes  us  with  far  more  than  an  average  show :  indeed,  we  have  very  rarely  had 
a  larger  number  of  plates  of  remarkably  fine  Pears  upon  our  tables  than  at  the 
present  time.  The  withdrawal  of  the  premium  for  the  largest  and  best  collec- 
tion has,  unquestionably,  had  the  effect  to  very  much  reduce  the  number  of  en- 
tries. The  question  of  restoring  it  in  future,  is  one  worthy  of  your  considera- 
tion. The  departments  of  Grapes  and  other  Fruits,  and  of  Flowers,  are  con- 
siderably in  advance  of  many  previous  years,  and  that  of  Vegetables  fully  up 
to  the  average  of  former  Exhibitions.  Taking  all  things  into  consideration, 
therefore,  your  present  Exhibition,  in  many  of  its  features,  may  justly  be  re- 
garded as  a  remarkable  one. 

Bv  the  following  tabular  statement,  it  will  be  seen  that  while  there  are  not  so 
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many  contributors  this  year,  the  whole  number  of  entries,  is  slightly  increased 
from  that  of  last  year. 


1864. 


18G5. 


Contributors. 

Entries. 

44 

593 

72 

662 

Grapes  &  other  Fruits,.. 

49 

178 

23 

153 

40 

413 

228 

1958 

Apples  

Pears,  

Grapes  &  other  Fruits, 

Flowers,  

Vegetables,  


Contributors. 

Entries. 

30 

205 

71 

660 

50 

181 

18 

476 

38 

492 

207 

2014 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Society  remains  much  the  same  as  one  year 
since.  While  our  expenses,  some  of  them  have,  been  of  an  extraordinary 
character,  the  sources  of  our  income  have  remained  substantially  the  same. 
The  rental  of  the  Hall  has  been  slightly  increased,  while  that  of  the  stores  un- 
der it  could  not  be,  from  the  fact  that  they  were  occupied  under  leases  for  a 
term  of  years. 

The  present  permanent  debt  of  the  Society,  secured  by  a  mortgage  upon  its 
real  estate,  is  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars.  The  floating  debt  is  large 
enough,  with  our  current  expenses,  to  absorb,  at  least,  all  the  remaining  in- 
come to  accrue  during  the  present  year. 

The  addition  of  members  to  the  Society,  during  the  present  year,  has  been 
unusually  large,  numbering  nearly  one  hundred.  This  large  increase  only  de- 
monstrates what  may  be  done  by  a  little  personal,  active  exertion.  Many  peo- 
ple in  the  community  only  need  an  invitation,  to  induce  them  to  join  our  ranks. 
The  Secretary  and  two  or  three  other  gentlemen  constituted  themselves  a  com- 
mittee to  extend  such  invitation,  and  their  efforts  in  the  work  have  been  attended 
with  these  gratifying  results.    Will  not  the  experiment  bear  a  repetition  ? 

By  far  the  largest  item  in  the  current  expenditures  of  the  present  year,  is  the 
one  for  printing.  By  a  vote  of  the  Corporation  at  its  last  annual  meeting,  in 
January,  the  Committee  of  Publication  were  directed  to  collect,  arrange,  and 
publish  the  transactions  of  the  Society,  from  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  to  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  inclusive,  together  with 
the  by-laws,  a  list  of  the  members,  and  any  other  matter  which  might  be  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  general  history  of  the  Society  from  the  date  of  its  last 
publication,  in  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six.  The  Committee  gave  this  work 
into  the  charge  of  the  Secretary,  who  has  executed  the  commission  with  his 


usual  fidelity  and  pains-taking 


ring  to  the  members  of  the  Society  a  hand- 


somely printed,  and  conveniently  arranged  volume  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
pages,  which  I  think  will  be  found  to  be  a  valuable  addition  to  our  permanent 
history  as  a  Society,  as  well  as  a  pleasant  and  profitable  manual  of  refer- 
ence for  our  members.  The  work  of  collecting  and  arranging  the  matter  was 
attended  with  no  little  difficulty  :  the  custom  of  publishing  our  transactions 
annually,  had  been  so  long  neglected,  that  the  reports  of  committees  in  later 
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years  had  not  been  preserved  with  very  scrupulous  care.  In  many  instances, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committees  had  never  written  out  their  reports,  under  the 
impression,  doubtless,  that  the  only  valuable  part  of"  a  report,  or  the  one  gen- 
erally regarded  as  valuable,  was  the  one  which  announced  the  several  premiums  j 
and  that  any  further  labors  of  theirs  would  be  wholly  unappreciated,  and  serve 
only  to  lumber  the  files  of  the  Secretary.  In  other  cases,  probably,  the  reports 
were  drawn  up,  but  after  having  been  read,  were  retained  by  their  authors,  and 
in  this  way  lost  to  the  Society.  It  will  be  noticed,  therefore,  that  in  some  years, 
but  a  very  meagre  account  of  our  doings  have  been  given — nothing  was  to  be 
found,  indeed,  excepting  what  could  be  gleaned  from  the  annual  premium  lists, 
or  from  the  newspaper  items  of  the  day. 

I  took  occasion,  a  year  since,  very  briefly,  to  urge  the  importance  of  resuming 
the  former  custom  of  publishing  our  transactions  annually,  and  of  making  that 
custom  a  permanent  one.  Subsequent  observation,  and  the  effect  produced  by 
the  appearance  of  this  volume,  have  only  served  to  strengthen  and  deepen  the 
convictions  then  expressed.  I  think  it  will  be  found,  that  the  regular  annual 
publication  of  our  transactions  will  have  a  decidedly  beneficial  effect  upon  our 
operations.  The  tendency  will  be  to  awaken  and  sustain  a  new  interest  in  our 
present  members,  and  be  the  means  of  adding  to  our  numbers,  and  thus  enlarge 
the  field  of  our  labors.  It  gives  us  evidence  of  a  tangible  character,  which  we 
can  send  out  to  the  community,  that  we  are  still  prosecuting  the  work  which  we 
have  undertaken  to  do.  It  gives  us  a  record  of  different  experiences  and  differ- 
ent results  which  we  always  have  by  us  for  study  and  instruction.  If  it  once 
becomes  a  settled  policy  with  us,  if  it  is  understood  that  we  invariably  publish 
our  record  annually,  we  can  with  a  far  better  grace  call  upon  gentlemen  whose 
experience  and  training  we  need,  to  act  upon  our  several  committees,  and  who 
will  cheerfully  and  willingly  render  us  the  service  of  obtaining  and  embodying 
in  their  reports,  the  experiences  and  observations  of  contributors,  and  the  means 
employed  by  successful  competitors  in  the  production  of  their  contributions. 
We  shall  then  feel  that  we  have  done  something  more  than  give  the  community 
an  opportunity,  for  two  or  three  days  in  a  year,  of  looking  upon  a  fine  display  of 
fruit,  by  furnishing,  in  some  small  degree,  the  information,  which,  if  acted 
upon,  will  lead  them  to  the  same  results. 

The  only  objection  ever  urged,  with  any  degree  of  force,  against  this  annual 
publication  of  our  transactions,  or  which  indeed  can  be  urged,  is  that  of  ex- 
pense. But  one  would  naturally  think  that  the  true  question  would  be,  are 
these  publications  valuable  to  us  as  a  means  of  creating  an  interest  in  our 
growth  and  welfare  as  a  Society,  or  in  diffusing  a  knowledge  and  fostering  a 
love  of  the  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged — are  they  the  proper  vehicles  of  such 
information  as  will  prove  of  substantial  service  to  those  engaged  in  horticultural 
and  kindred  pursuits — of  giving  currency  to  a  general,  practical  knowledge 
upon  such  subjects  in  the  community  which  comes  within  the  range  of  our  influ- 
ence. In  other  words,  is  this  the  best,  or  one  of  the  best  means  of  arousing 
and  keeping  alive  an  interest,  and  attracting  and  fixing  attention  to  the  objects 
of  our  organization  ?    If  not,  then  we  may  as  well  consider  the  question  as  set- 
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tied,  otice  for  all,  against  the  policy.  If  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  the  best,  or 
one  of  the  best  means  for  doing  this  work,  then  the  question  of  expense  be- 
comes one  of  a  secondary  character.  And  I  venture  to  affirm  now,  and  with- 
out fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  experiment  has  been  fairly  tried  ;  and  with 
those  who  have  been  intimately  acquainted  with  our  history  for  the  last  fifteen 
years,  there  will  be  very  little  hesitation  in  pronouncing  judgment.  From 
eighteen  hundred  fifty-two  to  eighteen  hundred  fifty  six,  inclusive,  our  transac- 
tions were  published,  with  one  exception,  annually  ;  and  who  of  our  number 
that  has  kept  an  eye  to  the  progress  and  growth  of  the  Society,  can  point  to 
any  other  five  years  of  its  existence  marked  with  more  decided  or  more  rapidly 
increasing  prosperity  than  these.  There  was  a  vigor  and  a  life  manifested  du- 
ring that  period,  which  we  have  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  wanted  since — a 
more  general  and  lively  interest,  and  a  more  healthy  activity  than  in  the  years 
which  immediately  followed.  In  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six,  for  economy's 
sake,  our  transactions  were  published  in  a  cheap  and  inferior  manner  j  and  my 
own  recollection  is, — and  I  was  connected  with  the  Society  as  its  Secretary  from 
18.32  to  1861,  inclusive,  and  had  occasion  to  notice  these  things, — that  from  that 
time,  vague  suspicions  began  to  be  entertained  and  expressed,  in  some  quarters, 
that  we  were  on  the  decline — that  our  inability,  as  it  was  called,  to  publish  our 
transactions,  was  evidence  that  we  were  not  in  a  very  flourishing  condition. 
And  when  publication  ceased  altogether,  I  can  distinctly  recollect  the  look  of 
disappointment  which  came  over  members  when  told  in  answer  to  their  inquiries 
for  the  Transactions,  that  the  Society  did  not  publish  them  "  this  "  or  "that" 
year.  They  evidently  felt  that  their  membership  was  shorn  of  half  its  value  if 
the  only  information  they  were  to  derive  from  it  was  through  the  eye,  at  the  an- 
nual Exhibitions — by  looking  at  fine  fruit  without  being  told  how  to  produce  it. 
It  seemed  like  taking  a  step  backwards — that  after  having  assumed  a  position 
among  associations  of  a  kindred  character,  of  importance  enough  to  warrant 
the  publication  of  our  proceedings  annually,  we  had  voluntarily  surrendered  our 
rank  and  withdrawn  a  positive  power  from  the  service  in  which  we  had  engaged. 
But  we  have  now  resumed  the  work  of  publication,  and  in  the  volume  of  the 
present  year  we  have  done  all  that  could  be  done  to  fill  the  hiatus  in  our  history 
caused  by  these  eight  years  of  neglect :  and  I  think  the  general  satisfaction 
with  which  its  appearance  has  been  hailed  by  the  members  of  the  Society,  and 
the  large  accessions  to  our  lists  during  the  year,  justify  the  wisdom  of  the  step. 

In  these  later  times,  when  every  thing  of  character,  and  every  principle  of 
honor,  of  integrity  and  of  faithfulness  to  duty,  seems  to  be  laid  upon  the  altar 
of  gain — when  every  man  seems  to  have  an  Iago  at  his  side,  whispering  in  his 
ear,  "  put  money  in  thy  purse," — "  only  put  money  in  thy  purse,"  it  is  difficult 
for  most  of  us  to  conceive  it  possible  that  any  man,  or  any  association  of  men, 
should  have  an  existence  for  any  other  purpose  than  the  accumulation  of  wealth- 
But  let  us,  as  a  Society,  keep  free  from  the  influences  of  this  prevailing  spirit. 
Let  us  constantly  keep  in  mind  that  we  are  not  associated  together  to  make 
money — to  heap  up  treasure ;  but  to  diffuse  information  upon  the  subject  we 
have  in  charge,  to  do  a  work  which  will  contribute  in  some  small  degree,  it  is  to 
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be  hoped,  to  the  happiness  and  comfort  of  the  people  in  the  community  which 
encourages  and  sustains  us. 

But  I  know  it  will  be  pressed  home  upon  us,  "we  are  in  debt — we  should 
save  every  thing  until  we  have  that  discharged — then  we  shall  be  a  power  for 
good," — a  specious  argument,  and  one  which  if  acted  upon,  is  fraught  with  much 
mischief  to  the  well-being  of  the  Society.  We  might  indeed  be  a  power  then, 
but  without  a  field  in  which  to  exercise  it.  I  yield  to  no  man  in  my  dislike  of  the 
responsibilities  of  debt,  in  any  of  its  forms — or  in  my  desire  to  see  the  one  now 
resting  upon  our  association  diminished,  or  extinguished  altogether.  But  the 
reduction,  or  extinction  of  that  debt,  should  j^t  be  the  paramount  object  of  our 
efforts.  On  the  other  hand,  I  would  not,  for  the  sake  of  making  the  volume  of 
that  debt  smaller,  by  one  or  two  hundred  dollars,  more  or  less,  annually,  stran- 
gle the  Society  for  all  purposes  of  practical  good.  Use  rather,  all  the  means 
at  your  command  to  infuse  new  life  into  it,  to  make  it  stronger,  more  active, 
more  efficient,  and  you  will  have  done  that  which  will  enable  you  more  easily 
to  control  that  debt  or  to  throw  it  off  entirely,  at  a  much  earlier  day,  to  the  re- 
lief of  those  who  now  regard  it  as  of  such  huge  proportions. 

Let  us  then  use  the  means  placed  at  our  disposal  with  such  wisdom  as  we 
may  command — spending  liberally,  but  not  lavishly,  or  wastefully ; — always 
practising  a  true  economy,  and  neglecting  no  opportunity  of  making  our  or- 
ganization more  efficient  and  vigorous  in  its  action,  proving  ourselves,  within 
the  circle  of  our  influence,  an  instrument  of  substantial  good  to  such  as  choose 
to  avail  themselves  of  our  efforts  ;  thus  gaining  strength  to  ourselves  while  en- 
deavoring to  impart  aid  and  assistance  to  others. 

The  Weekly  Exhibitions,  which  have  become  for  a  few  years  past  an  estab- 
lished feature  in  the  labors  of  the  Society,  have  been  kept  up  during  the  sea- 
son 5  and  as  we  have  approached  our  annual  festival,  the  general  and  active  in- 
terest in  them  has  very  decidedly  increased.  Their  continuance,  sustained  as  it 
is  by  contributions  from  so  many  different  sources,  even  by  members  in  some  in- 
stances from  the  adjoining  towns,  renders  the  fact  more  obvious  than  ever,  that 
they  are  of  incalculable  value  to  those  at  all  interested  in  the  subject  of  horti- 
culture. And  to  those  who  are  selecting  trees,  and  planting  orchards  and  fruit 
yards,  no  place  offers  itself  where  an  hour  can  be  more  profitably  spent,  once  in 
a  week,  than  here.  I  would  venture  to  suggest,  in  this  connection,  whether  a 
committee  might  not  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  should  be,  by  some  one  of  its 
members,  to  note  down  from  week  to  week,  in  the  form  of  a  brief  record,  the 
appearance,  quality  and  general  characteristics  of  the  different  varieties  of  the 
several  fruits,  as  they  are  exhibited  in  their  ripe  state,  with  such  occasional 
facts  and  information  as  they  may  be  able  to  obtain  in  relation  to  the  mode  of 
their  culture  and  the  character  of  the  different  soils  on  which  they  are  produced  ; 
the  whole  to  be  embodied  in  a  report  for  publication  with  our  Transactions.  To 
those  who  are  engaged  in  the  subject  practically,  it  would  furnish  something  to 
which  they  could  refer  with  confidence,  and  by  which  they  may  be  guided  in 
their  selections  to  suit  their  tastes  and  wants,  and  in  the  adaptation  of  their 
soil  to  the  growth  and  production  of  the  different  varieties. 
10 
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While  congratulating  ourselves  upon  our  past  success, — and  no  one  will  deny 
that  we  have  earned  the  right  to  exchange  congratulations, — we  cannot,  if  we 
would,  shut  our  eyes  to  the  field  of  labor  before  us.  We  have  but  just  entered 
upon  our  work.  While  we  can  reach  back,  as  it  were,  with  our  hand,  to  the 
point  from  which  we  started,  we  have  a  field  of  almost  illimitable  extent  stretch- 
ing out  before  us.  We  have  just  ascertained,  in  some  measure,  the  capacity  of 
our  soil  and  climate  for  the  production  of  many  desirable  fruits.  We  have  now 
to  put  that  capacity  to  a  practical  test,  in  its  various  forms,  for  our  enjoyment 
and  the  enjoyment  of  those  around  us.  We  have  more  luxuries  within  our 
reach,  and  at  our  command,  than  we  have  many  of  us  hitherto  dreamed  of. 

A  twelve  month  or  more  ago,  a  gentleman  of  no  mean  attainments  in  horti- 
cultural pursuits,  as  your  own  tables  for  many  years  will  abundantly  testify,  said 
to  me,  "  the  time  for  Horticultural  and  Agricultural  Societies  is  past — they  were 
all  very  well  in  their  day  and  have  done  much  good,  but  their  work  is  accom- 
plished." Now  how  extensively  this  error  may  prevail  no  one  knows  $  but  'tis 
none  the  less  error,  and  that  too,  of  a  very  mischievous  description  ;  and  the 
sooner  some  corrective  is  applied  the  better.  Had  the  assertion  been  made  that 
our  people  had  lost  their  interest  in  such  institutions,  it  would  have  been  more 
plausible.  It  is  sometimes  said,  that  one  of  our  national  characteristics, 
(and  not  without  some  show  of  justice,)  is,  that  we  are  eager  for  results,  and 
impatient  of  all  plodding  and  exhaustive  research  ; — that  we  jump  at  conclu- 
sions, leaving  the  surer  and  more  laborious  and  circuitous  modes  to  fossils  and 
fogies.  As  in  everything  else,  so  in  horticultural  pursuits,  we  take  the  shortest 
route,  and  adopt  the  first  successful  experiment,  whether  resulting  from  acci- 
dent or  chance,  as  the  rule  for  future  action.  True,  we  have  countless  theories, 
in  different  departments  of  the  science,  which  upon  fair  trial  have  been  reject- 
ed as  worthless  ; — we  learn  nothing  from  the  lesson,  but  are  as  devoted  to  half 
developed  theories  as  ever.  This  is  the  reason  we  have  so  little  comparative 
skill,  generally  shown  in  the  culture  of  fruits.  We  are  very  apt  at  the  first  suc- 
cess to  imagine  we  are  in  possession  of  the  whole  mystery,  and  straightway  make 
the  claim  broad  enough  to  cover  every  thing  —  "Eureka"  —  u  We  have  found 
it."  But  it  too  often  proves  to  be  the  case,  that  echo  with  her  skeptical  sneer 
u  found  it !  "  comes  nearer  the  truth — that  there  is  more  significance  in  the 
echo  than  in  the  claim. 

"Found  it !  "  Where  is  the  evidence  of  the  discovery  ?  Is  it  with  our  fruit 
dealers  with  their  plates  of  peaches,  placarded  thirty  cents  each,  and  pears  fif- 
teen ?  There  is  nothing  at  all  satisfactory  in  this  kind  of  proof,  to  the  multi- 
tude, that  fruit  culture  has  arrived  at  any  great  degree  of  perfection,  or  in  which 
they  take  any  very  high  degree  of  satisfaction.  Only  a  few  are  able  to  indulge 
in  such  luxuries.  They  may  feast  their  eyes  upon  it,  but  the  culture  of  fruit  has 
not  become  general  enough  to  admit  of  any  thing  further.  Examine  the  farms 
within  your  own  reach,  and  see  how  few  of  them  are  supplied  with  fruit,  or  have 
any  promise  of  it  for  the  future.  It  will  be  found  that  our  farmers  too  often 
regard  the  returns  for  fruit  too  far  in  the  future  ;  that  the  compensation  for  their 
labor  is  too  much  delayed.    They  demand  quicker  results  and  more  speedy 
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profits.  There  never  was  a  more  fatal  error.  Cole  says,  in  his  excellent  little 
Fruit  book  :  "  A  fanner  would  not  plant  an  orchard,  thinking  he  should  not 
live  to  eat  the  fruit ;  his  son  had  the  same  views  ;  but  the  grandson  planted 
for  posterity,  yet  his  predecessors  shared  in  the  fruit  also,  for  the  grandfather 
drank  hogsheads  of  the  cider." 

"Found  it!"  Is  the  evidence  in  the  young  orchards  that  we  so  often  see, 
and  which  so  often  hold  out  no  promise  whatever  of  future  good  ?  In  many 
instances  they  have  been  planted  so  hastily  and  carelessly,  that  it  is  a  miracle 
if  they  lived  at  all,  and  they  are  left  thenceforth  to  take  care  of  themselves. 
The  farmer  thinks  his  whole  duty  is  performed  when  once  the  roots  of  his 
young  trees  are  under  the  surface  of  the  earth  ;  and  then  it  they  do  not  thrive 
and  produce  fruit  abundantly,  he  at  once  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  his  soil 
is  not  adapted  to  the  growth  of  fruits,  abandons  his  trees,  and  turns  to  his  corn 
and  potatoes  for  more  speedy  profits.  If  he  serves  them  as  he  did  his  trees,  he 
will  meet  with  the  same  results.  Who  has  not  seen  these  young  orchards  in 
this  state  of  utter  neglect,  and  seeing,  has  not  felt  an  uncomfortable,  choking 
sensation  as  he  has  watched  the  struggle  going  on  between  the  trunks  of  the 
trees  and  the  turf  about  them,  with  an  overwhelmning  conviction  that  the  lat- 
ter was  to  be  the  victim,  and  that  the  trees,  and  the  labor  of  the  farmer  in 
planting  them,  were  soon  to  perish  together. 

Nothing  is  more  needless,  than  that  fruits  should  command  such  exhorbitant 
prices  in  our  markets.  There  is  capacity  enough  in  our  farms  and  lands  to 
keep  pace,  with  a  proper  effort,  with  our  ever  increasing  population,  furnishing 
a  full  supply  at  reasonable  prices  to  the  consumer,  and  yet  remunerative  ones 
to  the  produces. 

Farmers  should  learn,  that  in  no  way  can  they  possibly  realize  a  surer,  or 
more  abundant  reward  for  their  labor,  than  in  the  cultivation  of  fruit.  If  they 
cannot  plant  and  cultivate  trees  for  themselves,  let  them  do  it  for  those  who  are 
to  come  after  them  ;  and  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  it  will  prove  that  they  become 
partakers  of  the  first  fruits  themselves. 

Let  all  learn,  who  would  cultivate  fruit  successfully,  that  the  planting  of  trees 
is  not  the  only  thing  to  be  done.  The  trees  must  not  only  be  planted,  but  plant- 
ed carefully  and  skilfully,  and  when  planted,  cared  for  with  constant  vigilance 
and  unremitting  attention. 

All  these  evils  and  errors,  with  a  score  of  others  that  come  crowding  upon 
one,  in  taking  a  hasty  glance  of  the  subject,  are  susceptible  of  correction  ,  and 
there  is  no  work  more  pertinent  to  our  organization,  or  which  comes  more  di- 
rectly within  our  sphere  than  this.  We  need  not  yet  fold  our  hands  under  the 
impression  that  our  labors  are  at  an  end,  or  that  the  objects  of  our  association 
have  been  fully  accomplished. 

But  lest  my  friend,  alluded  to,  should  think  that  the  hints  I  have  thrown  out 
are  insufficient  to  skow  that  the  work  of  the  Society  is  not  finished,  I  will 
very  briefly  allude  to  one  other  matter,  (if  you  will  bear  with  me  for  a  moment 
longer,)  and  one  which  is  likely  to  engage  our  attention,  aud  demand  our  labor, 
for  some  time  to  come.    It  probably  has  not  escaped  the  observation  of  any 
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cultivator,  in  going  over  his  grounds  and  making  an  examination  of  bis  fruits, 
the  present  season,  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  that  fruit  is  imperfect,  in 
some  instances,  almost  worthless.  He  will  find  upon  a  closer  examination,  that 
an  enemy  has  been  at  work,  and  that  his  ravages  have  been  universal:  an  ene- 
my insignificant,  indeed,  in  size — so  much  so  that  scores  of  his  kind  can  rest  in 
the  hollow  of  the  hand : — but  what  he  lacks  in  size  he  makes  up  in  numbers 
and  diligence.  His  trade  mark  is  unmistakeable — the  crescent  form  of  his 
signature  leaves  no  room  for  doubt. 

This  enemy  to  which  I  allude,  the  Curculio,  was  formerly  somewhat 
dainty  in  his  appetite,  and  the  plum  seemed  the  only  fruit  suited  to  his 
palate  ;  but  that  appetite  has  become  more  gross,  and  now  no  fruit  is  spared 
by  him.  He  is  an  enemy  against  which  war  must  be  declared  and  waged 
to  extermination,  if  we  would  realize  anything  from  the  trees  that  have  so 
long  been  watched  and  cared  for  by  us.  Dr.  Trimble,  the  distinguished 
entomologist  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society  of  New  Jersey,  and  other  Asso- 
ciations, has  just  given  us  a  work  in  which  the  subject  is  very  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed ;  and  although  he  advances  no  theory  looking  to  relief  from  the  insect, 
beyond  the  mere  killing  of  it,  he  disposes,  very  summarily,  of  quite  a  number 
that  have  been  advanced  by  others.  He  puts  forward  the  curculio  as  the  great 
enemy  with  which  fruitgrowers  will  hereafter  contend  j  as  the  one  against  which 
all  our  energies  are  to  be  directed,  until  we  find  ourselves  relieved  of  his  pres- 
ence. Forewarned  is  forearmed  :  and  I  simply  allude  to  the  subject  for  the  pur- 
pose of  calling  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  it,  that  we  may  do  whatever  we 
may  be  able,  to  meet  and  contest  the  advance,  and  prevent  the  further  increase 
of  this  destructive,  and  already  powerful  foe  to  the  horticulturist. 
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ANNUAL  EXHIBITION,  1865. 

REPORT  ON  APPLES. 

Stephen  S.  Foster,  Chairman;  Samuel  H.  Colton,  J.  Prank  Allen, 
Dr.  Rupus  Woodward,  of  Worcester ;  Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury ;  and 
S.  A.  Knox,  of  Grafton. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  assigned  the  duty  of  awarding  your  premiums 
on  Apples,  have  instructed  me  to  submit  the  following  report. 

The  whole  number  of  contributors  to  this  important  department  of  your 
Annual  Exhibition  is  twenty-three, — the  number  of  their  contributions,  of  all 
sorts,  sizes  and  descriptions,  is  1(J2,  or  less  than  one-fourth  the  number  of  sev- 
eral preceding  years.  In  quality,  the  contrast  between  the  contributions  of  this 
and  preceding  years,  is  scarcely  less  painful.  Indeed,  much  of  the  fruit  upon 
your  tables  is  no  ornament  to  the  Fair,  and  in  ordinary  seasons  would  be  en- 
tirely inadmissible.  But  the  meagreness  of  these  contributions  must  not  be 
construed  into  any  want  of  interest  among  fruit-growers  in  the  object  and 
efforts  of  the  Society.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  evidently  the  result  of  another 
failure  of  the  apple  crop  throughout  the  entire  county, — a  failure  which  has  no 
parallel  in  the  history  of  the  past.  Heretofore,  in  seasons  unproductive  of  this 
invaluable  fruit,  particular  localities  have  been  exempt  from  the  general  blight ; 
but  that  this  season  furnishes  no  such  exemptions  is  abundantly  proved  by  the 
general  appearance  of  the  market,  as  well  as  by  the  mournful  aspect  of  this 
exhibition.  The  insects  which  have  hitherto  been  content  to  share  with  us  this 
indispensable  product  of  our  toil,  have  at  last  taken  the  whole,  and  left  us 
nothing  but  the  unsightly,  sickening  crumbs  which  fall  from  their  dainty  ta- 
ble. We  have  conquered  the  rebellion,  but  we  have  in  our  midst  a  foe  more 
subtle  than  traitors,  and  more  formidable  than  armies — a  foe  whose  extirpation 
as  a  public  benefaction  demands  alike  the  skill  of  science  and  the  energies  of 
labor. 

In  making  their  award  your  Committee  were  greatly  embarrassed  by  the  fact 
that  very  few  of  the  contributors  had  complied  with  the  conditions  on  which  the 
premiums  were  offered.  Most  of  the  collections  were  deficient  in  the  number 
of  varieties  necessary  to  entitle  them  to  any  of  the  higher  premiums  ;  while 
most  of  the  varieties  were  wanting  in  the  requisite  number  of  specimens  to  en- 
title them  to  the  premiums  for  single  varieties.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
only  course  which  seemed  open  to  them,  injustice  to  all  parties,  was  to  adhere 


12 


WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY.  [1865. 


strictly  to  the  rules  of  the  Society  in  awarding  its  premiums,  but  at  the  same 
time,  to  recommend  an  unusual  number  of  gratuities. 

They  accordingly  submit  for  your  favorable  consideration  the  following  list  of 
premiums  and  gratuities,  with  the  single  explanatory  remark  that  the  collection 
presented  by  the  Chairman  of  your  Committee,  was  for  exhibition  only,  and  was 
not  in  competition  for  a  premium. 

Apples. — For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  six  specimens  of  each  varie- 
ty, Sylvanus  Sears,  of  Worcester,  !  $10  00 

For  the  second  best,  Adams  Foster,  of  Holden,   8  00 

For  the  third  best,  S.  A.  Knox,  of  Grafton,   6  00 

For  the  best  twelve  varieties,'  George  A.  Chamberlain,  of  Worcester, 

(Gratuity,)    5  00 

For  second  best,  S.  P.  Champney,  of  Saundersville,  (Gratuity,)   3  00 

For  his  collection  of  five  varieties,  E.  M.  Banniug,  of  Worcester, 

(Gratuity,)  2  00 

For  his  collection  of  four  varieties,  J.  Boyden,  of  Worcester, (Gratuity)  2  00 

For  his  collection,  W.  W.  Keyes,  of  West  Boylston,  (Gratuity,)          2  00 

For  his  New  York  Pippins,  Isaac  Mills,  of  Worcester,  (Gratuity,)          1  00 

For  best  eight  Gravenstein  Apples,  L.  Worcester,  of  Shrewsbury,...  1  00 
For  plate  of  Porter  Apples,  Mrs.  Charles  Johnson,  of  Northboro', 

(Gratuity,)   1  00 

For  best  plate  of  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  J.  E.  Phelps,  of  Worcester,  1  00 
For  plate  of  Baldwins,  D.  B.  Comins,  of  Worcester,  (Gratuity,)...  1  00 

For  his  collection,  Silas  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,  (Gratuity,)   1  00 

For  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  S.  H.  Burbank,  of  Worcester,  (Gratuity,)  1  00 

S.  S.  FOSTER,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  FLOWERS,  PLANTS,  &c. 

Charles  A.  Chase,  Chairman;  James  L.  Burbank,  George  Chandler, 
D.  S.  Messinger,  of  Worcester  5  and  Jona.  D.  Wheeler,  of  Grafton. 

The  department  of  Plants  and  Flowers  is  one  of  the  sufferers  in  consequence 
of  the  season,  and  the  tables  are  not  so  abundantly  supplied  as  your  Commit- 
tee would  wish.  But  we  are  duly  grateful  to  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  who 
have  gleaned  the  choicest  treasures  from  their  gardens  and  green-houses,  and 
sent  them  in  here,  arranged,  for  the  most  part,  with  excellent  taste. 

We  award  the  following  premiums  : 

Plants. — For  the  largest  and  best  display  of  Variegated-leaved  Plants,  to 

Stephen  Salisbury,  $10  00 

No  second  premium  was  offered  for  this  class,  but  from  the  funds  at  their 
disposal,  the  Committee  award  a  Gratuity  of  $5  to  Win.  T.  Merrifield. 
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Premiums  were  offered  for  green-house  and  stove  plants.  Some  of  this  class 
were  included  in  the  collections  above  mentioned,  but  there  were  no  distinct 


entries. 

No  "  floral  designs  "  were  exhibited. 

Cut  Flowers. — Best  stand,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,   2  00 

Second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury,   1  00 

Best  arranged  basket  or  dish,  Miss  Frances  M.  Lincoln,   2  00 

Second  best,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,   1  00 

Bouquets. — Best  pair,  Henry  Forney,   2  00 

Roses. — Best  (and  only)  display,  Jona.  Grout,   3  00 

Gladiolus. — The  only  display  was  made  by  Mrs.  M.  B.  Green,  and  to 

her  we  award  the  second  premium  of.   2  00 

Asters. — Best  display,  Joseph  Lovell,   1  00 

Dahlias. — Best  display,  James  T.  Pike,   1  00 

Verbenas. — Best  display,  Jonathan  Grout,   1  00 


Mrs.  H.  O.  Goodrich  contributes  a  Carnation  Pink  which  was  a  slip  only 
three  months  ago,  but  is  now  of  great  size  ;  and  an  Oleander  which  has  grown 

as  woudrously  in  months, — results  indicative  of    excellent  care  on  that 

lady's  part. 

Mr.  Grout  contributes  a  curious  plant,  the  Tagetes  signata  pumila,  the  first 
specimen  that  ever  blossomed  in  this  city. 

A  full-sized  Oleander  ornaments  the  Hall,  contributed  by  Mrs.  Charles  Shute  ; 
and  among  the  curiosities  of  the  exhibition  is  to  be  mentioned  a  collection  of 
Cocoons  of  the  silk-worm,  furnished  by  Miss  S.  E.  Chamberlain. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  the  Committee, 

CHARLES  A.  CHASE,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  GRAPES,  PEACHES,  &c,  &c. 

George  Jaques,  Chairman;  Benjamin  Butman,  John  Milton  Earle, 
E.  S.  Stebbins,  John  C.  Ripley,  of  Worcester  5  and  Paul  Whitin,  of 
Whitinsville. 

The  Committee  on  Fruits  other  than  Apples  and  Pears,  were  gratified  to  find 
that  the  department  of  the  Exhibition  which  they  were  appointed  to  examine, 
contained  a  large  and  beautiful  display  of  green-house  and  open-air  Grapes, 
comprising  almost  all  the  varieties  having  an  established  reputation  in  this  sec- 
tion of  country. 

Of  Grapes,  grown  under  glass,  the  principal  contributors  were  Win.  T.  Mer- 
rifield,  John  C.  Mason,  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  and  Wm.  A.  Wheeler,  all  of  Wor- 
cester. Mr.  Merrifield's  collection  consisted  of  fourteen  varieties  ;  Mr.  Mason's 
of  thirteen,  and  the  berries  in  this  latter  collection  were  not  quite  so  highly  col- 
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ored  as  those  of  Mr.  Merrifield.  It  was  very  difficult  to  determine  which  of 
these  two  beautiful  collections  rightfully  ought  to  receive  the  first  prize ;  but 
the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  Committee  finally  favored  Mr.  Merrifield's.  In 
regard  to  the  comparative  merits  of  the  other  collections  it  was  not  until  after 
patient  examination  and  consultation  that  it  was  possible  to  arrive  at  a  satisfac- 
tory conclusion ;  but  by  off-setting — one  against  another — form  and  weight  of 
bunches,  and  color  (as  evidence  of  ripeness;  of  berries,  &c,  &c,  the  result  of 
the  competition  came  at  length  to  be  as  recommended  in  the  schedule  of  pre- 
miums hereto  annexed. 

Some  Diana  grapes  raised  under  glass  by  W.  H.  Thurston,  of  Oxford,  were 
large  and  fine,  but  deficient  in  color,  which  is  deemed  an  important  indication  of 
perfect  development  in  all  fruit,  whatever  be  the  mode  of  cultivation.  Child's 
Superb,  so  named  in  Mr.  Thurston's  collection,  was  believed  to  be  something 
else,  probably  some  foreign  variety. 

Of  out-door  Grapes,  there  was  a  large  and  varied  representation,  from  thirty- 
eight  contributors.  There  were,  however,  but  five  competitors  for  the  two  pri- 
zes offered,  this  year,  for  "  collections  of  not  less  than  six  varieties.''  The  de- 
cisions of  the  Committee  will  be  found  below. 

Among  the  grapes  especially  noticed  as  being  very  superior,  were  magnificent 
clusters  of  the  Union  Village,  also  fine  Allen's  Hybrid  and  Adirondac,  from 
George  H.  Martin,  of  Norwich,  Conn. 

Valuable  contributions  deserving  honorable  mention  in  this  department,  were 
made,  also,  by  George  H.  Estabrook,  Daniel  Tainter,  and  Wra.  A.  Wheeler,  of 
Worcester,  by  J.  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston,  and  by  H.  W.  Thurston,  of  Oxford. 

Aside  from  the  above-named,  and  from  those  mentioned  in  the  following  list 
of  the  premiums  recommended,  there  were  a  considerable  number  of  contribu- 
tions of  grapes,  which,  though  falling  below  the  prize  standard  of  excellence, 
would  have  been  made  the  subject  of  a  critical  notice,  had  there  been  time  to 
enter  into  such  details. 

The  Committee  had  the  gratification  of  tasting  finely  ripened  specimens  of 
a  delicious  new  out-door  grape  raised  from  the  seed  of  the  Diana  and  named 
the  Iona.  If  this  grape  shall  prove  to  be  adapted  to  our  climate,  it  will  be  a 
great  acquisition.  The  specimens — the  only  ones  in  the  Hall — were  contributed 
by  an  agent  of  Dr.  Grant,  with  whom  this  grape  originated,  on  the  Island  of 
Iona,  N.  Y.  It  may  be  stated  here  that  the  Iona  is  the  grape  to  which  was  re- 
cently awarded  the  one  hundred  dollar  prize,  offered  by  the  Hon.  Horace  Gree- 
ley, for  "  the  best  grape  adapted  to  general  cultivation  in  the  Middle  and  East- 
ern States. 

Several  samples  of  the  fruit  of  wild  vines  transplanted  from  the  fields  and 
woods,  were  noticed  on  the  tables ;  but  the  Committee  cannot  recommend  the 
cultivation  of  even  the  best  of  this  class  of  grapes,  unless  possibly  it  may  be  in 
localities  where  the  excellent  varieties — Hartford,  Delaware,  Concord,  and 
Diana — recommended  by  the  Society,  will  none  of  them  mature  their  fruit. 
The  truth  is,  none  of  these  wildlings  can,  for  a  moment,  maintain  a  position  by 
the  side  of  the  poorest  of  our  modern  improved  seedlings. 
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A  word  or  two  may  be  allowable,  in  this  place,  in  regard  to  the  progress  of 
grape-culture  in  this  vicinity  during  the  quarter  of  a  century  since  the  influence 
of  our  Horticultural  Society  began  to  be  felt.  Twenty-five  years  ago,  the  Isa. 
bella,  the  Blackstone,  and  the  Fitchbury  were  sold  as  popular  grapes  from  our 
nurseries.  Of  these  the  former  rarely,  if  ever,  comes  to  perfection  in  our  cold 
climate  ;  and  the  other  two,  even  when  ripe,  are  not  worth  much.  At  the 
present  time,  we  have  among  others,  at  least  one  variety,  ripening  here  in  the 
open  air,  which,  for  its  pure,  rich,  sugary,  vinous  flavor,  is  hardly  surpassed  by 
any  grape,  native  or  foreign,  known  in  the  world.  After  the  Delaware  the 
Diana  ranks  next  in  quality  ;  and  even  the  Concord  and  the  Hartford  are  a 
great  way  in  advance  of  what  were  here  considered  good  grapes,  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago.  Beside  this,  we  are  every  year  making  progress.  New  varieties, 
raised  from  the  seed  of  excellent  kinds,  are  continually  coming  into  notice, 
some  of  them — as  the  Iona,  Israella,  Adirondac,  &c, — seeming  to  be  more 
promising  than  any  that  we  yet  have,  the  Delaware  always  excepted. 

Thus,  in  a  few  years,  we  have  advanced  from  unripe  Isabellas  and  coarse  fox 
grapes  to  varieties  of  such  excellence  as  to  rival  the  choicest  fruits  of  our  cli- 
mate ;  and  we  are  still  on  the  high  road  toward  other  improvements  ;  so  that — 
whether  for  wine  or  the  dessert — the  cultivation  of  hardy  out-door  grapes  may 
before  long  become  an  important  branch  of  our  Northern  horticulture. 

Of  Peaches^  there  were  nine  plates,  all  told.  Not  a  solitary  specimen  of  the 
Plum  was  seen  in  the  Hall,  and  the  contributions  of  Quinces  numbered  but  eleven 
plates.  That  there  exists  in  this  vicinity,  and  elsewhere,  a  certain  feeling  of 
discouragement  in  regard  to  the  cultivation  of  these  last  named  fruits,  and  of  the 
Cherry  also,  is  no  longer  to  be  concealed.  It  is  difficult,  however,  to  find  a  sat- 
isfactory cause  for  this  prevalent  despondency.  Some  accuse  the  soil ;  others, 
the  climate,  talking  learnedly  of  changes  resulting  from  the  cutting  off  of  for- 
ests, the  drainage  of  swamps,  the  electrical  influences  of  long  lines  of  railways 
and  telegraphs,  the  cooling  of  the  earth's  surface,  &c,  &c.  But  to  all  this  it 
may  be  replied  that  the  peach,  the  plum  and  the  cherry  are  still  successfully 
cultivated  in  portions  of  Europe  where  the  more  important  of  these  influences 
have  been  operating  for  many  centuries  longer  than  they  have  been  in  existence 
here.  In  our  older  regions,  of  New  England  cultivation,  it  is  true,  insects  have 
increased ;  but  that  the  most  formidable  ot  these  enemies  of  fine  fruit  can  ulti- 
mately triumph  in  any  contest  with  the  inventive  genius  of  civilized  man,  is  a 
conclusion  to  which  we  ought  to  be  very  reluctant  to  submit.  The  intellectual 
achievements  of  the  nineteenth  century  would  have  passed,  in  darker  ages  of  the 
world  for  miracles,  and  the  end  is  not  yet.  The  wolf  and  the  bear  which  were 
the  terror  of  our  fathers,  have  receded  before  the  mere  physical  power  of  civili- 
zation, and  are  now  to  be  seen  only  among  the  curiosities  of  a  menagerie.  The 
curculio  and  the  canker-worm,  smitten  by  the  potent  wand  of.  science,  may,  a 
few  years  hence,  disappear  to  an  equal  extent  from  among  the  pests  of  the 
country. 

But  the  occasion  precludes  a  further  discussion  of  these  topics,  and  whatever 
encouraging  arguments  might  be  urged  here  to  stimulate  future  experiments  in 
11 
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the  cultivation  of  the  peach,  the  quince,  the  plum,  and  the  cherry,  must  be 
postponed  till  the  temptation  of  a  more  favorable  opportunity  may  call  up  the 
subject  again. 

The  Committee  recommend  the  following  award  of  Premiums  : 
Graves — grown  under  glass. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection — fourteen 

varieties— to  Wm.  T.  Merrifield,  of  Worcester,  $8  00 

For  the  second  best  collection — thirteen  varieties — to  John  C.  Mason, 

of  Worcester,   G  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  Black  Hamburg  Grapes,  to  Stephen 

Salisbury,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

Grapes — grown  out-doors. — For  the  best  collection — eight  varieties,  viz  : 
Concord,  Hartford,  Diana,  Delaware,  Rogers'  No.  9  and  No.  15, 
Adiroudac,  and  Allen's  Hybrid — to  Wm.  T.  Merrifield,  of  Wor- 
cester,   6  00 

For  the  second  best  collection — six  varieties — to  Francis  H.  Dewey, 

of  Worcester,   4  00 

For  the  third   best  collection, — six  varieties — the  Committee  re- 
commend a  Gratuity  to  S.  V.  Stone,  of  Worcester,  of.   2  00 

For  the  best  specimens  of  thorough -ripe  Delaware  Grapes,  to  Wm.  H. 

Thurston,  of  Oxford,   1  00 

For  the  best  specimens  of  thorough-ripe  Isabella  Grapes,  to  Joseph 

E.  Phelps,  of  Worcester  ,         1  00 

For  the  best  specimens  of  thorough  ripe  Concord  Grapes,  to  Horatio 

Phelps,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  specimens  of  thorough-ripe  Diana  Grapes,  to  S.  H.  Bur- 
bank,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  specimens  of  thorough-ripe  Hartford  Prolific  Grapes,  to 

Horatio  Phelps,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Peaches. — For  the  best  one  variety  of  twelve  specimens — Late  Craw- 
ford,— to  Asa  H.  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,   2  00 

For  the  second  best  one  variety  of  twelve  specimens — Late  Craw- 
ford,— to  D.  B.  Harrington,  of  Millbury,   1  00 

For  the  other  premiums  offered  for  Peaches,  there  was  no  competition.  No 
Plums  were  exhibited,  and  of  the  few  Quinces  which  were  on  the  tables,  there 
were  none  of  sufficient  excellence  to  deserve  recommendation  for  a  premium. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  JAQUES,  Chairman. 
I 
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George  F.  Hoar,  Chairman;  Henry  Phelps,  Edward  Earle,  D.  W. 
Lincoln,  and  F.  H.  Dewey,  of  Worcester. 

The  Committee  on  Pears  have  awarded  the  following  premiums  : 

For  the  best  twenty  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  the  first  premium 

to  Benjamin  Butman  $10  00 

Second  best,  premium  to  S.  H.  Colton   8  00 

For  the  best  fifteen  varieties,  the  first  premium  to  Stephen  S.  Foster,...  8  00 

Second  best,  premium  to  John  C.  Mason,   G  00 

For  the  best  ten  varieties,  the  first  premium  to  John  C.  Ripley,   6  00 

Second  best,  premium  to  Joseph  Lovell,   4  00 

For  the  best  five  varieties,  the  first  premium  to  George  T.  Rice,   4  00 

Second  best,  premium  to  Adams  Foster,   2  00 

For  the  best  twenty-four  Seckel  Pears,  premium  to  Marshall  Flagg,...  1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Bartlett  Pears,  premium  to  Loring  Goes,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Duchesse  d'Angouleme  Pears,  premium  to  Holloway 

Harrington,     1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey  Pears,   premium  to 

James  R.  Pierce,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Lawrence,  premium  to  T.  K.  Earle,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Bosc,  premium  to  Mrs.  Charles  Johnson, 

of  Northboro',   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Flemish  Beauty,  premium  to  Joseph  Boyden,          1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  d'Anjou,  to  George  Jaques,   1  00 

The  committee  award  Gratuities  of  $1  each  to  the  following  persons  : 
To  J.  R.  Pierce,  for  his  Duchesse. 

Mrs.  Charles  Johnson  for  Winter  Nelis  and  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 

James  F.  Allen,  for  his  De  Tongres. 

N.  K.  Merriam,  of  Grafton,  for  his  collection. 

Hartley  Williams,  for  Winter  Nelis. 

D.  S.  Messinger,  for  Urbaniste. 

Anthony  Chase,  for  Dix. 

Wm.  N.  Green,  for  St.  Michael. 

Wm.  T.  Moore,  for  collection. 

Edwin  Draper,  for  Dix.  GEO.  F.  HOAR,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 

Edwin  Conant,  Chairman;  Stephen  Salisbury,  Oliver  K.  Earle, 
Thomas  R.  Norcross,  James  Green,  of  Worcester ;  Josiah  L.  Wood- 
ward, of  Millbury. 

The  Committee  on  Vegetables  respectfully  report,  that  they  find  on  the  Sec- 
retary's book  492  entries  by  thirty-eight  contributors  this  year,  against  413 
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entries  by  forty  contributors  last  year  ;  showing  an  increased  entry  of  seventy- 
nine,  and  a  falling  off  of  two  contributors-  Five  of  the  Committee  as  originally 
appointed  have  been  engaged  in  the  active  performance  of  its  duties,  and 
although  their  labors  have  not  in  all  cases  been  free  from  difficulty,  they  have 
been  unanimous  in  their  conclusions. 

They  have  endeavored  to  be  governed  according  to  the  Rule,  by  quality, 
rather  than  by  the  number  of  varieties,  merely,  in  awarding  premiums  for 
collections,  and  have  assigned  for  the  largest  and  best  collection  of  vegeta- 


bles, for  his  fifty-one  varieties, — 

To  Sylvanus  Sears,  of  Worcester,  $8  00 

For  the  second  largest  and  best,  thirty  varieties,  to  Daniel  Tainter,  of 

Worcester,   5  00 

For  the  third  largest  and  best,  forty-six  varieties,  to  S.  P.  Champney, 

of  Saundersville,   3  00 


These  were  all  of  them  collections  of  such  excellence,  and  in  so  different 
ways  that  to  particularize  is  almost  invidious.  The  wonderful  product  of  Mr. 
Tainter's  pumpkins,  HOG  lbs.  from  one  seed,  and  his  extraordinary  water-melons 
were  unique  features  of  especial  note,  while  many  of  the  vegetables  of  all  three 
competitors  were  of  unusual  merit. 

James  T.  Pike,  of  Worcester,  exhibited  116  varieties,  among  which  were  a 
large  variety  of  beans  and  peas,  and  forty-two  kinds  of  potatoes,  and  for  this 
latter  extraordinary  assortment,  the  Committee  recommend  a  gratuity  of  $3  00, 
and  another  gratuity  of  $1  00  to  Eben  F.  Champney,  of  Saundersville,  a  lad  of 
fourteen  years  old,  for  his  fine  assortment  of  thirty-eight  varieties  of  vegetables. 
We  award  for  the  best  three  pure  Canada  Crook-neck  Squashes,  to  D.  Waldo 

Lincoln,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Marrow  Squashes,  to  Lucius  H.  Rice,  of  Worcester,  1  00 

For  the  best  three  Hubbard  Squashes,  to  S.  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,          1  00 

No  premium  was  awarded  for  best  three  mammoth  squashes,  there  being  no 


such  parcel  sufficiently  meritorious. 

For  the  best  three  Turban  Squashes,  to  Charles  Nash,  of  Worcester,...  1  00 

For  the  the  best  three  Yokohama  Squashes,  to  our  Secretary,  Edward 
W.  Lincoln,  who  exhibited  seven  of  these  rather  novel  vegetables, 
averaging  a  superior  excellence  in  our  local  experience,   1  00 

M.  M.  Chaffin,  of  Worcester,  produced  three  of  the  variety  styled  by 
him  Cracker  Squash,  and  after  some  doubt  as  to  the  comparative  merit  of 
this  kind,  the  premium  for  the  largest  squash  was  awarded  to  him,   2  00 

For  the  second  largest  squash,  to  Elkanah  Rich,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Mr.  Rich  brought  four  large  Marrows,  but  apparently  not  entirely  pure. 

No  sufficient  offerings  were  made  of  Celery  or  of  Savoy  Cabbages  to 
call  for  premiums. 

For  the  best  three  other  Cabbages,  we  give  the  premium  to  Asa  IT. 
Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,  for  his  Drumheads,   1  00 

No  Cauliflowers  exhibited. 

For  the  best  twelve  ears  of  Sweet  Corn,  to  Joseph.  Lovell  of  Worcester,  1  00 
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For  the  best  twelve  Tomatoes,  to  James  F.  Allen,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

Should  the  Committee  apparently  fall  under  censure  for  this  award,  they  can 
only  say  that  a  more  careful  compliance  with  the  12th  Rule,  in  furnishing  a  list 
of  articles  to  the  Secretary,  is  indispensable  for  the  guidance  of  Committees  in 
awarding  premiums. 

They  also  recommend  the  bestowal  of  a  gratuity  of  $1  to  D.  M.  Hemenway, 
of  Millbury,  for  his  five  varieties  of  Squashes,  &c.  ;  of  a  like  sum  to  Isaac 
Mills,  of  Worcester,  for  his  four  varieties  of  Squashes ;  of  fifty  cents  to  Hora- 
tio Slocumb,  of  Sutton,  for  his  surpassingly  large  and  beautiful  Cranberries  ; 
and  of  fifty  cents  to  0.  B.  Hadwen,  of  Worcester,  for  his  Old  Colony  Corn. 

The  Committee  will  not  be  expected  to  comment  upon  every  article  exhibited, 
and  not  included  in  collections  or  parcels  already  referred  to.  Several  varieties 
of  Potatoes  were  produced  by  Edward  W.  Lincoln  5  Marrow  Squashes,  by 
Thomas  H.  Rice  ;  Beans  from  Andersonville  seed,  by  Thomas  H.  Brooks  ; 
Hops  and  Gourd  Squash,  by  Mrs.  C.  L.  Pierce  ;  pure  Turnip  Beets,  by  Edward 
A.Pierce;  Lima  Beans,  by  J.  Henry  Hill;  extraordinary  Lester  Tomatoes, 
by  Courtland  H.  Cross,  (who  came  in  close  competition  with  Mr.  Allen ;) 
Giant  Lester  and  other  fine  Tomatoes,  by  Charles  Richardson,  a  display  of  high 
merit ;  mixed  Winter  Squashes,  by  George  R.  Peckham  ;  Drumhead  Cabbages, 
by  Stephen  Salisbury,  and  Jonathan  Grout,  all  of  Worcester  :  Cranberries,  by 
J.  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston  ;  a  Blood  Beet,  weighing  ten  pounds,  by  J.  N. 
Murdock,  of  Leicester:  seven  Marrow  Squashes,  by  C.  B.  Metcalf;  three 
Yokohamas,  by  D.  B.  Comins  ;  one  can  of  Tomato,  by  Miss  Nannie 
Clark;  varieties  of  Corn  and  Beans,  by  Charles  Nash;  Winningstadt  Cab- 
bages, Mangel-Wurtzel,  Turnip  Beet,  twelve  ears  of  Old  Colony  Corn,  vari- 
eties of  Potatoes,  Onions,  Marrow  and  Hubbard  Squashes,  by  Perry 
Thayer  ;  Pumpkins,  Yokohama  Squashes  and  Red  Dutch  Cabbages,  by  Jo- 
seph Lovell  ;  Hubbard  and  Marrow  Squashes,  Vegetable  Eggs,  Onions,  and 
Celery,  by  C.  W.  Hamilton ;  Seed  Cucumbers,  by  P.  S.  Piper  ;  Marrow  and 
Yokohama  Squashes,  by  0.  B.  Hadwen,  all  of  Worcester  :  Canada  Crooknecks^ 
by  S.  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury ;  a  remarkably  perfect  and  beautiful  spherical  spe- 
cimen of  Spanish  Onion,  weighing  seventeen  ounces,  exhibited  by  James 
Green,  of  Worcester  ;  a  plant  of  the  "esculent  Hibiscus,  or  Okra,  by  a  con- 
tributor whose  name  did  not  come  to  our  knowledge  ;  and  at  a  very  late  hour, 
eight  specimens  of  a  green-colored  vegetable  called  Squashes,  by  David  J.  Ba- 
ker, of  Worcester,  from  seed  raised  in  Beaufort,  N.  C,  and  supposed  to  be  in- 
digenous to  California. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  the  Committee. 

EDWIN  CONANT.  Chairman. 
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ANXUAL  REPORT 

OF 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN,  Secretary  and  Librarian. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society  : 

In  rendering  his  report  for  bis  fifth  official  year,  the  Secretary  once  more  takes 
occasion  to  congratulate  the  Society  upon  a  season  of  unprecedented  prosperity. 
It  is  true  that  the  early  promise  of  the  spring  was  not  realized,  all  hopes  of 
fruition  being  literally  nipped  in  the  bud.  But,  in  the  increase  and  use  of  the 
library  ;  in  the  wider  diffusion  of  a  taste  for  and  knowledge  of  horticulture  in  its 
various  ramifications  ;  in  the  unexampled  accretion  to  its  membership  ;  and, 
after  and  despite  all,  notwithstanding  the  disfavor  of  the  elements  and  the  rava- 
ges of  insects,  in  the  goodly  yield  of  the  smaller  fruits  and  the  passable  crop 
and  fair  quality  of  those  later  and  choicer,  like  the  pear,  the  corporation  has 
great  reason  for  rejoicing.  If  history  is  philosophy  teaching  by  example,  how 
much  more  may  horticulture  be  concisely  defined  as  the  fruit  of  exact  and 
practical  experience  ? 

The  elements,  as  just  stated,  have  been  unpropitious.  By  reference  to  his 
diary,  the  Secretary  finds  the  following  entry,  under  the  head  of  May  24  : — u  A 
clear,  cool  day,  after  a  long-continued  rain.  Apprehensions  are  entertained  of 
the  effect  upon  seeds  already  planted,  of  so  much  moisture.  Cherries,  so  far 
as  personal  observation  extends,  do  not  promise  well.  Young  and  green  cur- 
rants are  stripped  off  by  the  worm.".  And  again,  on  June  2d  : — "  Yesterday 
was  the  last  of  fifteen  (15)  upon  which  consecutively  rain  has  fallen  to  a  greater 
or  less  degree.  Prospects  of  a  good  crop  of  fruit  fall  off  wofully.  And  now  the 
canker  worm  has  come  in  to  aid  the  other  destructive  agencies."  The  long 
continuance  of  wet  weather  above  stated,  synchronous  as  it  was  with  the  blossom- 
ing of  the  fruit  trees,  was  productive  (if  the  adjective  can  be  used  with  pro- 
priety,) of  the  most  disastrous  results.  Where  the  pollen  was  not  washed 
away,  or  its  fecundity  left  unimpaired,  bees  and  other  insect  agents  in  its  dis- 
semination, found  their  flight  impeded  if  not  absolutely  prevented.  The  apple, 
cherry,  peach  and  pear,  which  had  exhibited  an  almost  unbroken  mass  of 
bloom  disappointed  expectation.    And  when,  as  it  were  to  fill  full  the  measure 
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of  calamity,  the  curcidio  avenged  itself  upon  man  for  his  craven  abandonment 
of  the  culture  of  the  plum  by  betaking  itself  to  the  apple  and  cherry,  as  to  the 
harder  pear  in  a  less  degree  ;  and  the  canker  worm  and  caterpillar  united  their 
energies  to  the  utter  destruction  of  foliage  ;  pomologists  might  well  be  pardoned 
for  regarding  with  despair  their  pleasant  and  useful  avocation.  Yet,  as  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow  man  shall  earn  his  bread,  so  likewise  it  may  be  the  design  of 
Providence  to  teach  us  that  in  horticulture,  as  in  all  things  else,  the  extremest 
diligence  and  patience  are  requisite  to  attain  that  reward  which,  in  unequal 
measure,  but  nevertheless  in  some,  is  sure  to  repay  the  assiduous  cultivator. 
Upon  the  first  appearance  of  the  canker  worm  your  Secretary  took  some  pains 
to  note  its  apparent  course  and  line  of  devastation.  The  following  memoran- 
dum was  the  result  of  his  observation  on  the  8th  of  June  : — "  On  Pleasant 
street,  from  Captain  Dana's  house  to  Ashland  street,  a  belt  of  cherry  trees  is 
entirely  denuded  of  foliage.  The  lindens  are  somewhat  harmed,  the  elms 
scarcely.  Upon  the  old  common  but  few  traces  of  the  ravages  of  the  canker 
worm  are  discerned.  Cutting  of  the  grass,  then  unusually  tall,  commenced  on 
the  5th  inst.  The  question  suggest  itself  whether  the  different  species  of 
measuring-worms  can  propel  themselves  with  the  requisite  facility  where  the 
grass  is  yet  unmown  ?  Trumbull  street  was  reasonably  exempt,  although  be- 
traying signs  of  the  destructive  presence.  On  Front  street  the  elms  were  un- 
touched ;  the  lindens  were  slightly  attacked." 

The  observation  of  your  Secretary,  limited  as  it  necessarily  was,  in  the  busiest 
portion  of  the  year,  was  mainly  restricted  to  those  portions  of  the  city  of  Wor- 
cester in  which,  as  he  stated  in  his  report  last  year,  the  cherry  usually  mani- 
fests the  most  luxuriance  and  vigor  :  and  even  in  this  adverse  season  he  was 
surprised  to  find  what  a  handsome  yield  there  was  of  this  much  abused  and 
greatly  underrated  fruit.  But  also,  as  then  noticed,  of  the  lighter  colored  varie- 
ties, since  the  Black  Tartarian,  Black  Eagle,  &c,  were  almost  wholly  and  uni- 
versally failures. — Has  color,  as  heretofore  asked,  aught  to  do  with  this? 

The  direction  of  your  Secretary,  as  already  mentioned,  was  guided  and  sub- 
stantially limited  by  the  line  of  development  of  the  cherry.  But  the  fact  was 
too  patent  not  to  obtrude  itself  plainly  upon  his  attention,  that  the  path  of  the 
canker-worm  is  evidently  governed  by  fixed  laws  ;  what  these  are  remains  to  be 
determined.  No  agency  appears  so  well  adapted  to  this  end,  whether  from  pro- 
fession or  practice,  as  Horticultural  Societies,  fostered  by  the  encouragement  of 
the  State.  Generous  bounties,  wisely  offered  and  discreetly  bestowed,  may  possi- 
bly, nay  probably,  arrest  the  career  of  an  "insect-enemy  of  man,"  whose  rava- 
ges are  to  be  computed  only  by  the  estimate  which  may  be  placed  upon  the  fruit 
crop  of  the  Commonwealth.  One  of  your  Vice-Presidents,  and  an  accomplished 
and  learned  member  of  our  Society,  has  expressed  the  opinion  to  the  Secretary 
that  the  worm  in  question  travels  from  the  northeast.  There  can  be  little  or  no 
doubt  that  he  has  done  his  worst  in  Middlesex  county,  which  goes  so  far  to  con- 
firm that  theory.  But,  in  this  city,  from  their  first  appearanee  on  Pleasant 
street,  they  moved  toward  and  not  from  the  north,  scarcely  reaching  Cedar 
street  before  the  time  for  their  final  disappearance.    This  and  kindred  questions, 


22 


WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY.  [1865. 


whereof  the  importance  cannot  be  overrated,  should  awaken  public  concern  and 
enlist  official  and  scientific  investigation. 

The  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  which  has  accomplished  so  much 
for  Pomology  in  its  long  and  useful  career,  and  which  bids  fair,  under  its  pre- 
sent administration,  to  exceed  whatever  it  may  have  achieved  in  the  past, 
proposes  to  memorialize  the  General  Court  for  a  suitable  act  to  facilitate  the 
destruction  of  this  pest.  May  it  not  become  this  Society,  not  the  youngest  in 
years  of  its  compeers,  and  likely  not  the  least  useful,  to  co-operate  in  an  effort 
that  appeals  to  all  our  sympathies  as  horticulturists,  and,  failing  the  success 
of  which,  all  our  hopes  and  labors  must  apparently  prove  vain  ! 

The  Secretary  would  state,  in  this  connection,  that  he  has  received  a  printed 
circular  announcing  that  "  The  publication  committee  of  the  Entomological  Socie- 
ty of  Philadelphia  purpose  to  publish,  and  issue  gratuitously,  an  occasional  bulle- 
tin, under  the  title  of  the  1  Practical  Entomologist,'  in  which  papers  on  the  in 
sects  injurious  and  beneficial  to  vegetation  will  be  given  for  the  benefit  of  the 
American  farming  interest." 

The  committee  add  that  "  It  is  not  with  any  intention  of  prescribing  nostrums 
that  we  undertake  the  publication  of  this  bulletin  ;  we  cannot  cure  where  we 
do  not  understand  the  diagnosis  of  the  case  ;  we  recommend  neither  foolish  ob- 
structions around  the  trunks  of  trees  which  winged  insects  can  surmount,  and 
their  lame  have  neither  the  desire  nor  the  necessity  to  pass  :  nor  expensive 
decoctions,  which  hurt  the  plant  and  which  the  insect  survives, — we  simply  de- 
sire, by  means  of  original  papers,  to  bring  out  the  true  history  of  each  and  all 
of  our  obnoxious  insects  5  and  it  is  believed  that,  this  attained,  simple  means 
will  suggest  themselves  by  which  the  evil  may  be  subsided — in  certain  cases 
such  easy  remedies  as  burning  the  stubble  and  vigorous  fall  plowing. 

The  sole  aid  which  the  committee  solicit  is,  that  all  who  feel  interested  in  their 
design  will  give  them,  from  time  to  time,  by  letter  or  otherwise,  such  informa- 
tion as  may  result  from  daily  observation,  and  forward  alcholic  phials  contain- 
ing such  specimens  of  the  noxious  insects  in  any  vicinity  as  may  be  collected, 
for  determination  and  study,  to  the  secretary  of  the  Entomological  Society,  at 
No.  518  South  Thirteenth  street,  Philadelphia." 

The  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society  has  also  initiated  action,  upon  a 
subject  to  which  many  of  your  members  are  painfully  alive,  by  appointing  a 
committee  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  "  Ravages  of  Birds.''1  In  the  opin- 
ion of  your  Secretary,  and  of  many  closer  observers  than  himself,  it  is  not 
asserting  too  much  to  deny  the  possibility  of  raising  the  small  fruits,  or  even 
the  grape,  if  the  robin  and  cat-bird  are  suffered  to  multiply,  as  of  late,  under 
the  safeguard  of  law.  The  former  bird  may  be  a  fitting  theme  for  sentiment 
but  his  true  place  is  in  a  Pie.  Like  the  wild  Indian,  the  world  would  be  better 
without  him.  No  one  ever  saw  him  pick  up  a  worm  or  insect  of  any  kind  when 
any  variety  of  fruit  could  be  obtained.  The  common  hen,  if  allowed  to  run, 
would  do  more  good  and  steal  infinitely  less.  In  a  timely  and  vigorous  commu- 
nication to  the  Gardener's  Monthly,  Mr.  W.  C.  Strong,  of  Brighton,  Mass., 
declares  that  his  name  should  be  spelled  with  two  o's.    He  adds  that  "  he  will 
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not  touch  the  caterpillar  ;  he  has  no  relish  for  the  canker-worm ;  he  is  of  no 
service  whatever  against  the  curculio ,  his  little  work  might  be  done  with  a 
thousandth  part  of  the  expense  in  other  ways.  He  is  a  confirmed  robber  and 
spoiler.  Wherefore,  my  verdict  is  that  he  be  banished  from  all  our  fruit  gar- 
dens. Fruit-growers  have  only  to  protect  the  bird,  and  allow  him  to  multiply, 
to  learn  that  the  evil  grows  to-'be  intolerable."  That  this  question  of  the 
"  Ravages  of  Birds"  deserves  more  careful  attention  than  it  has  hitherto  re- 
ceived is  made  clearly  apparent  from  an  incident  that  recently  transpired  in 
England.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  British  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science,  almost  synchronous  with  your  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition,  the 
learned  and  venerable  Dr.  Crisp  is  reported  to  have  shown  that  "  sparrows  were 
not,  as  so  generally  thought,  friends  of  the  farmer,  but  destroyed  several  pounds 
of  wheat  to  one  worm  ;  whereas  the  hornets,  against  which  there  is  so  much 
enmity,  destroy  maggots  and  other  hurtful  things."  Several  gentlemen  arose 
to  defend  the  sparrow,  but  Dr.  Crisp  "  showed  several  hundred  sparrow-gizzards, 
which  revealed  grains  of  wheat,  but  no  worms  at  all !  "  And  yet  this  sparrow 
is  now  recommended  to  be  imported  into  our  own  country,  in  which  we  are 
already  afflicted  with  the  robin,  alike  saucy  and  useless,  and  the  cat-bird — con- 
gener of  everything  that  is,  or  ought  to  be  inside  of  the  Baton  Rouge,  or  other 
penitentiary. 

On  Thursday,  May  4th,  your  Secretary  received,  for  distribution,  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Agriculture  at  Washington,  four  (4)  bags  of  potato  oats,  con- 
taining one  (1)  quart  each.  On  the  17th  of  September  ult.,  four  (4)  bags  of 
wheat,  of  like  quantity,  came  to  hand  from  the  same  munificent  source.  These, 
with  some  small  packages  of  onion,  lettuce  and  turnip  seeds,  represent  the  bene- 
fit of  said  department,  for  the  current  year,  to  this  Society.  Of  what  advan- 
tage it  is  likely  to  be  in  future  can  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  the  only  gentle- 
man of  enterprise  or  sagacity  officially  connected  with  it  has  just  been  dismissed 
by  the  Commissioner. 

The  Summer  Exhibitions  have  been  maintained  with  marked  success.  Not- 
withstanding the  unpropitious  character  of  the  season,  of  which  it  may  well 
be  doubted  whether  the  rains  of  spring  or  the  drought  of  autumn  was  the 
worst,  the  number  of  entries,  thanks  to  the  enterprise  of  our  florists,  developes 
a  great  increase  over  1864.  And  undoubtedly  to  this  attraction  is  attributable 
the  remarkable  and  gratifying  augmentation  in  our  list  of  members,  more  espe- 
cially of  the  fairer  portion  of  the  community.  Where  it  requires  so  little  effort 
and  time  to  adorn  our  library  room  and  fill  our  stands ;  knowing,  as  they  must, 
the  signal  advantage  of  such  displays  to  the  Society,  ever  increasing  since  the 
initiation  of  these  exhibitions,  and  simultaneously  enlarging  our  membership  ; 
is  it  too  much  to  ask  or  hope  for  a  continuance  of  that  co-operation,  if  not  for 
its  more  earnest  development  in  this  most  beautiful  and  fascinating  portion  of 
our  province  ? 

A  tabular  statement  of  the  entries,  or  number  of  articles  of  each  variety  ex- 
hibited during  the  present  official  year,  exclusive  of  the  display  at  the  Annual 
Autumnal  Exhibition,  is  herewith  presented.    That  period  was  covered  by 
12 
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the  elaborate  and  exhaustive  address  of  the  President.  In  contrasting  the  va- 
rious years  comprised  in  this  table,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  two  months 
less  are  embraced  in  18G5  than  in  any  of  its  predecessors,  owing-  to  the  change 
in  the  time  of  holding  the  annual  meeting. 


Anno  Domini. 

Strawberries. 

Raspberries. 

Cherries. 

Grapes. 

Currants. 

Gooseberries. 

Apples. 

II 

Pears. 

Flowers, 
Plants,  &c. 

Total. 

Increase. 

1862  

29 

98 

160 

512 

632 

1443 

1863  

44 

83 

366 

374 

616 

1488 

45 

1864  

36 

79 

140 

184 

1008 

1507 

19 

1865  

48 

104 

41 

161 

1643 

2002 

405 

Straw'berrtes  show  a  slight,  yet  material  increase.  The  wet  weather  in  the 
spring  of  the  year  tended  essentially  to  aid  in  forcing  forward  the  plants,  while 
the  greater  attention  bestowed  upon  the  culture  of  this  most  delicious  fruit  aug- 
mented the  number  of  exhibitors  and  the  quality  of  their  contributions.  As 
usual,  since  its  first  introduction,  the  Triomphe  de  Gand  bore  off  the  palm  of 
excellence.  For  four  successive  years,  as  in  1864,  was  it  shown  by  the  same 
gentleman  who,  in  that  year,  illustrated  the  final  perseverance  of  this  saint 
among  berries.  Under  proper  culture,  in  this  locality  at  least,  there  can  remain 
slight  doubt  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  varieties  for  general  purposes 
that  has  yet  been  introduced.  Of  the  new  and  highly  lauded  Agriculturist, 
nothing  can  yet  be  said.  It  has  been  too  lately  introduced  for  its  character  and 
value  to  be  sufficiently  tested.  Apprehensions  are,  however,  entertained  of  its 
sexuality,  and  also  of  its  hardihood. 

But  little  can  be  said  of  Raspberries,  Currants,  Gooseberries,  &c.  Of 
the  former,  your  Secretary  exhibited  Brinckle's  Orange,  which  were  much 
commended,  as  they  were  ever  elsewhere,  for  superior  appearance  and  flavor. 
Very  fine  specimens  of  Doolittle's  Black  Cap,  grown  by  one  of  our  most  skill- 
ful cultivators  and  valuable  trustees,  O.  B.  Hadwen,  elicited  merited  praise,  more 
particularly  as  the  product  of  the  first  season.  What  they  may  become,  to  in- 
fer from  their  development  of  wood,  the  present  season,  your  Secretary,  being 
neither  a  prophet  nor  the  son  of  a  prophet,  ventures  not  to  predict.  The  cur- 
rants of  Mr.  Ripley,  to  whose  generous  contributions  and  intelligent  interest  the 
Society  may  ascribe  a  great  share  of  the  success  which  has  attended  its  weekly 
exhibitions,  were  remarkable  for  excellence,  as  likewise  were  those  of  Mr.  Grout 
for  variety.  The  latter  gentleman,  it  should  be  remarked  by  the  way,  having 
deserted  us,  poor  rustics,  and  gone  abroad  to  disport  himself  in  the  "  bosky  dells" 
of  England  and  her  more  artificial  attraction — Kew  Gardens.  It  is  gratifying 
to  be  able  to  record,  as  your  Secretary  does  with  mingled  surprise  and  pleasure, 
that  after  being  privileged  to  inspect  the  celebrated  Black  Hamburg  vine  of 
those  fairy  regions,  he  returns  with  his  faith  in  the  Concord  augmented  almost 
to  frenzy. 
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Of  GOOSEBERRIES,  sound  and  healthy  specimens  were  presented  by  the  Judge 
of  the  Worcester  Police  Court,  and,  conformably  to  his  own  practice,  officially, 
they  were  immediately  "  seized  and  condemned."  Later,  Mr.  Gideon  Harris, 
of  Northville,  displayed  a  collection  of  varieties  that  evinced  either  singular 
good  fortune  or  admirable  tact  in  culture.  Still,  it  continues  questionable  if  the 
fruit,  except  to  a  comparatively  few  palates,  is  worth  the  trouble  and  uncertainty 
of  its  culture.  Whether,  in  fact,  the  rapidly  swelling  host  of  insect  enemies  to 
the  currant  do  not  more  imperiously  require  our  attention  to  the  preservation  of 
a  fruit  of  which  we  shall  not  appreciate  one-half  the  value  until,  by  inattention 
or  indolence,  it  is  irrevocably  lost. 

Of  Grapes,  the  display  at  the  annual  autumnal  exhibition  was  unprecedented 
in  the  history  of  the  Society.  Varieties  were  then  and  there  contributed,  of 
handsome  appearance,  novel  origin,  and  good  promise,  as  respects  both  the 
quality  of  the  fruit  and  the  hardihood  of  the  vine.  As  this  is  an  official  report, 
and  not  a  medium  for  advertisements,  the  names,  and  fancied  or  assured  merits 
of  those  varieties,  may  be  left  to  the  trumpet  of  their  originators  which,  in  Sep- 
tember last,  to  the  personal  knowledge  of  your  Secretary,  "  gave  no  uncertain 
sound."  Since  our  autumnal  exhibition,  nothing  of  consequence,  as  the  pro- 
duct of  the  vine,  has  been  shown,  if  exception  is  made  of  a  few  Rogers'  Hy- 
brids, No.  4,  in  good  condition  and  quality  ;  and  fewer  still  of  No.  15,  badly 
mildewed,  from  Mr.  J.  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston.  As  regards  other  varieties, 
in  this  immediate  vicinity,  of  what  the  mildew  spared,  the  cat-bird  and  robin 
can  make  the  fullest  report. 

The  causes  of  the  lamentable  failure  in  the  crop  of  Apples  and  Pears  are 
well  known.  To  allude  to  them  here,  much  more  to  recite  them,  would  be  a 
work  of  supererogation.  Suffice  it  to  repeat,  once  for  all,  that  if  the  Pomolo- 
gists  of  this  great  agricultural  and  horticultural  county  do  not  intend  to  sur- 
render the  cultivation  and  use  of  the  apple,  they  must  take  immediate,  effective 
and  thorough  measures  to  rid  themselves,  and  their  trees  alike,  of  the  canker 
worm,  the  caterpillar,  the  coddling  moth,  and  the  curculio.  No  holiday  task, 
certainly ;  but  neither  was  that  of  our  ancestors,  if  different  in  degree  and  na- 
ture. Yet  they  went  doggedly  and  sturdily  to  work.  How  effectually  they  ac- 
complished what  they  set  themselves  to  do,  and  extirpated  their  foes,  let  him 
tell  who  would  fain  discover  a  lingering  Pequot  or  Wampanoag  within  our  bor- 
ders. With  "  Thorough"  for  our  motto  in  this  good,  as  once  before  in  an  evil 
cause,  and  we  may  hope  to  assure  the  permanence  of  that  most  valuable  ot 
fruits,  failing  which  pies  would  miss  their  relish  ;  Thanksgiving  be  shorn  of  one- 
half  its  glory  ;  and  the  long  evenings  of  winter,  confined  exclusively  to  whist 
and  shagbarks,  lose  a  chiefest  attraction. 

But  few  Vegetables  have  been  laid  upon  our  tables  at  the  weekly  exhibi- 
tions, and  of  these  the  most  noteworthy  were  the  sweet  potatoes,  raised  by  Mr.  0 . 
B.  Hadwen.  Owing  to  the  favorable  season  for  its  especial  genus,  the  Yoko- 
hama Squash,  exhibited  for  the  first  time  at  the  last  annual  exhibition,  was  de- 
veloped in  greater  perfection.  Your  Secretary  found  his  own  doubled  in  size 
and  advanced,  in  far  greater  proportion,  as  to  quality.    Mr.  Isaac  Mills,  whose 
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profuse  entries  crowd  the  columns  of  our  vegetable  book,  states  that  it  is  one  of 
the  most  delicious  varieties  that  he  ever  ate.  He  adds  that,  for  fecundity,  he 
never  met  with  its  equal.  Your  Secretary  grew  the  weight  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  (250  lbs.)  upon  a  patch  of  ground,  by  measurement,  once  and  a 
half  times  the  area  ot  this  room.  For  pies, — nothing  equals  it  but  a  robin, — 
scarcely  a  vegetable.  But  it  still  continues  an  unsettled  question  to  what  ex- 
tent, if  at  all,  it  will  supplant  other  and  favorite  varieties.  This  is  certain,  that 
no  one  need  undertake  its  culture,  with  the  least  hope  of  success,  who  is  not  pre- 
pared to  start  the  young  plants  in  the  house.  Wheu  longer  acclimated,  a  change 
of  habit  may  render  this  precaution  unnecessary. 

The  accession  to  our  list  of  members,  during  the  ten  mouths  which  constitute 
this  official  year,  has  been  unprecedentedly  large.  While  it  would  be  too  much 
to  expect  a  continuance  of  such  fortune  in  future,  it  is  scarcely  hazardous  to 
assert  that  a  display  of  energy  and  mutual  co-operation,  similar  to  that  of  which 
the  results  are  before  you,  will  at  least  merit,  should  it  fail  to  achieve,  a  corres- 
ponding reward.    The  usual  comparative  table  is  appended  : 


In  1861   1 

In  1862  19 

In  1863  42 


In  1864   49 

In  1865  106 


The  "  Transactions"  of  the  Society  from  1857  to  1864,  inclusive,  so  far  as 
any  record  of  them  could  be  found,  havebeeu  published,  under  your  instructions. 
The  cost  of  publication  was  enhanced  by  the  increased  price  of  paper  and  the 
unexpectedly  large  store  of  material  exhumed  from  the  files  of  the  local  news- 
papers. But  it  is  believed  that  the  Society  will  not  have  cause  to  regret  the 
issue  from  the  satisfaction  expressed  by  all  who  have  become  possessed  of  it, 
and  the  additional  fact  that  many  who  have  lately  joined  our  ranks  admitted  that 
a  chief  inducement  for  them  to  do  so  was  derived  from  the  assurance  of  thereby 
obtaining  this  publication.  Its  absolute  value  is  not  so  much  the  positive 
knowledge  therein  contained,  as  the  pregnant  hints  towards  its  attainment.  The 
grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  Society  are  due  to  Messrs.  Grout  &  Bigelow, 
of  the  city  of  Worcester,  who  kindly  volunteered  to  take  charge  of  the  distribu- 
tion, and  have  discharged  their  self-imposed  task  with  equal  patience  and  en- 


The  Library  is  in  good  condition.  Its  increase  is  unavoidably  moderate,  but 
it  is  believed  to  keep  pace  with  the  requirements  of  the  Society.  The  volumes, 
although  much  circulated  and  consulted,  attest  that  careful  use  which  might  be 
predicated  of  horticulturists.  A  law  of  the  United  States  exempts  from  duty 
all  books  and  periodicals  that  are  designed  to  be  placed  in  public  libraries.  This 
provision  has  been  availed  of  by  your  Librarian,  who  has  been  enabled,  through 
the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Baker,  of  the  Free  City  Library,  to  import  the  few  French 
and  English  works  that  we  require,  at  a  material  saving. 

According  to  custom,  a  comparative  statement  is  herewith  furnished  of  the 
number  ot  volumes  taken  out  of  the  library  during  the  two  (2)  years  imme- 
diately preceding  its  transfer  to  its  present  location ;  the  three  (3)  years  that 
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succeeded  ;  and  the  ten  (10)  months  of  1805  to  this  day.  Premising,  of  course, 
that  this  is  exclusive  of  the  number  of  books  and  periodicals  that  are  consulted 
by  members  on  the  days  when  the  library  is  accessible.  Number  of  volumes 
taken  out : 


The  following  complete  catalogue  of  the  Additions  to  the  Library  during  the 
current  official  year  demands  a  simple  explanation.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  our  volume  of  "  Transactions"  was  issued  in  May.  Prior  thereto  some 
most  valuable  acquisitions,  numbered  in  the  list  annexed  from  one  (1)  to  six- 
teen (16^  inclusive,  were  received  in  season  to  be  entered  in  the  general  cata- 
logue appended  to  that  publication,  as  follows : 

1.  Horticulturist,  1  vol.  8vo.    Bound.    Vol.  19  of  series. 

2.  Hovey's  Magazine,  1  vol.  8  vo.    Bound.    Vol.  30  of  series. 

3.  Gardeners'  Monthly,  1  vol.  8vo.    Bound.    Vol.  6  of  series. 

4.  Planter's  Guide,  1  vol.    Boards.    Presented  by  Grout  &  Bigelow. 

5.  Agriculture  of  Massachusetts,  1863,  second  series,  1  vol.  8vo.  Pre- 
sented by  C.  L.  Flint,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

6.  Agricultural  Reports,  Ohio,  18G2,  second  series,  1  vol  8vo.    C.  L.  Flint. 

7.  Agricultural  Reports,  Ohio,  1862,  third  series,  1  vol.  8vo.    C.  L.  Flint. 

8.  Transactions  of  New  York  State  Agricultural  Society,  1861, 1  vol.  8vo. 
C.  L.  Flint. 

9.  Transactions  of  New  York  State  Agricultural  Society,  1862,  1  vol.  8vo. 
C.  L.  Flint. 

10.  Transactions  of  the  American  Institute,  1861,  1  vol.  8vo.    C.  L.  Flint. 

11.  Transactions  of  the  American  Institute,  1862,  1  vol.  8vo.    C.  L.  Flint. 

12.  Ten  Acres  Enough  :  1  vol.  12mo.  Purchased. 

13.  My  Farm  at  Edgewood  ;  by  Ik  Marvel;  1  vol.  12mo.  Purchased. 

14.  Wet  Days  at  Edgewood;  by  Ik  Marvel;  1  vol  12mo.  Purchased. 

15.  Poulterer's  Companion  ;  by  C.  N.  Bement ;  1  vol.  12mo.  Purchased. 

16.  Poultry  Yard ;   by  Brown  ;   Appendix  by  Allen ;  1  vol.  12mo.  Pur- 


All  which  are  duly  catalogued  in  the  "Transactions."  The  following  are 
supplementary  : 

17.  Vegetables  of  America  ;  by  F.  Burr;  second  and  revised  edition  ;  1  vol. 
8vo.  Purchased. 

18.  Treatise  on  the  Insect  Enemies  of  Fruit  and  Fruit  Trees  ;  by  Isaac  P. 
Trimble,  State  Entomologist  of  New  Jersey.  Part  1,  vol.  1.,  quarto.  The 
Curculio,  and  Apple  or  Coddling  Moth.  Purchased. 

19.  The  Same  ;  presented  by  Edward  Earle. 

20.  Transactions  of  the  Illinois  Horticultural  Society,  1861,  1862;  8vo., 
pamphlet ;  from  W.  C.  Flagg,  Secretary,  in  exchange  for  11  Transactions." 


In  1860 
In  1861 
In  1S62 


72    In  1863  133 

64    In  1864  179 
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21.  Transactions  of  the  Illinois  Horticultural  Society,  1863;  8vo.  ;  from 
W.  C.  Flagg,  Secretary,  in  exchange  for  "  Transactions." 

22.  Dean's  New  England  Farmer,  or  Geological  Dictionary ;  1  vol.  8vo.  ; 
boards  ;  from  John  Milton  Earle  ;  printed  at  Worcester,  by  Isaiah  Thomas,  in 
1797.  (Duplicate.) 

23.  Revue  Horticole,  1864  ;  1  vol.  8vo.  Imported. 

24.  Saunders'  Domestic  Poultry  ;  12mo.  5  pamphlet.  Purchased. 

25.  Sixteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  New  York  Central 
Park;  Hon.  Wm.  N.  Green. 

26.  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  New  York  Central 
Park ;  Hon.  Wm.  N.  Green. 

27.  Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  New  York  Central 
Park;  Hon.  Wm.  N.  Green. 

28.  Florist  and  Pomologist,  1864  ;  1  vol.  8vo.  Imported. 

29.  Journal  of  Horticulture,  1864;  1  vol.  8vo.  Imported. 

30.  Journal  of  Horticulture,  1864;  1  vol.  8vo.  Imported. 

As  respects  the  total  increment,  the  opinion  of  your  Librarian  is,  that  both 
in  form  and  substance  it  is  superior  to  that  of  any  preceding  year,  whereof  re- 
cord has  been  preserved. 

The  Librarian  once  more  invites  your  attention  to  a  liberality,  heretofore  well 
attested,  and  depicted  on  our  walls  :  Mr.  Edward  Earle,  to  whom  the  Society 
has  been  so  much  indebted  for  an  interest,  that  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  will  not 
allow  the  board  ot  Alien  Commissioners  wholly  to  alien-ate  from  us,  generous- 
ly donated,  a  copy  of  the  costly,  elaborate  and  valuable  work  of  Dr.  Trimble  ; 
the  Librarian  is  thereby  euabled  to  retain  one  copy  for  consultation  by  mem- 
bers, while  another  is  released  for  circulation. 

Judge  Wm.  N.  Green  has  also  enriched  us  by  the  gift  of  the  three  latest  re- 
ports of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Central  Park  of  New  York,  of  which  publi- 
cation it  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  possess  but  desultory  numbers.  Let  us  trust 
that  the  Comptroller  of  that  board  of  Commissioners,  to  whose  ability  and  taste 
that  Park  owes  so  much  of  its  accredited  development  will  not  forget  that  he 
may  attribute  some  of  his  horticultural  education,  as  well  as  of  his  faculty  for 
landscape  development  to  the  thorough  culture  of  his  native  county  and  to  the 
charming  scenery  in  which  he  was  u.  to  the  manner  born." 

The  Commonwealth  professes  great  concern  for  the  morals  of  its  inhabitants. 
To  secure  them  from  depravement,  it  organizes  a  cohort  of  veterans  and  expends 
sums  of  money, — untold, — yet  to  be  counted  by-and-by.  But  meanwhile  it 
overlooks  the  depredations  to  which  the  property  of  its  citizens  is  subjected, 
who, — more  especially  the  members  of  this  Society, — find  not  even  the  reputed 
ashes  of  the  Dead  Sea  left  of  their  apples.  Squashes  have  been  robbed  (not 
rob(b)iii'd,)  throughout  the  city  of  Worcester.  If  grapes  and  pears  suffered, 
consult  Dr.  S.  P.  Miller, — as  sound  upon  that  theme  as  upon  the  teeth  which 
are  essential  to  their  mastication.  Mr.  Charles  Richardson  early  and  seasona- 
bly reported  the  considerate  kindness  of  his  friends  who  left  him  three  (3) 
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peaches  out  of  a  half  bushel  which  he  had  cultivated  with  his  wonted  industry 
and  watched  with  unusual  hope. 

Ought  a  Society,  strong  as  is  this,  to  suffer  a  longer  continuance  of  such 
things,  without  at  least  attempting  a  remedy  ?  We  are  often,  and  wisely,  exhorted 
to  plant  for  posterity :  but  at  least  let  posterity  and  not  our  contemporaries 
gather  the  fruit  of  our  labors. 

IN  MEMORIAM. 

In  concluding  this  report,  which  must  have  exhausted  your  patience  and  time 
in  somewhat  unequal  proportion,  the  inexorable  fate  of  antiquity, — the  sub- 
lime hope  of  Christian  revelation, — compel  us,  not  reluctant,  to  linger  yet 
awhile  in  view  of  the  faded,  but  indestructible  chaplets  of  the  past.  One  of  our 
original  members,* — a  founder  of  this  Society. — its  first  President, — who  watch- 
ed over  its  infancy,  as  he  had  so  often  and  so  tenderly  done  in  more  private  rela- 
tions, sleeps  the  sleep  of  the  just,  and  the  falling  leaves  of  the  forest  softly  be- 
strew his  grave.  For  four  (4)  successive  years  were  you  indebted  to  his  faith- 
ful and  vigilant  supervision.  The  residence  of  your  Secretary,  in  a  distant 
portion  of  the  republic,  precluded  his  personal  observation  of  that  conscientious 
devotion,  so  characteristic  of  our  late  deceased  associate  in  everything  which  he 
undertook,  to  the  objects  of  this  association.  His  biography  should,  as  it  doubt- 
less will,  do  him  justice  in  this  respect,  as  in  all  others.  But  your  Secretary 
can  bear  individual  and  willing  testimony  to  the  interest  that  he  ever  manifested 
in  the  prosperity  of  this  corporation,  since  his  own  accession  to  the  office  with 
which  he  has  for  years  been  honored  ;  and  to  his  frequent  inquiries  after  its 
welfare,  in  minute  particulars  that  might  easily  be  supposed  to  have  escaped  the 
failing  memory  of  one,  whose  years  far  exceeded  the  limits  of  the  Psalmist,  and 
whose  active  participation  in  the  direction  of  our  affairs  terminated  almost  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago.  While  our  "  Transactions"  were  in  course  of  publi- 
cation, he  repeatedly  expressed  regret  that  the  sequence  was  ever  interrupted  : 
and  also  his  desire  to  inspect  the  new  issue,  remarking  that,  apart  from  his  in- 
terest in  the  subject  matter,  he  should  be  influenced  materially,  by  the  appear- 
ance and  style  of  the  volume,  in  undertaking,  what  he  had  never  left  out  of 
sight, — the  printing  of  a  catalogue  of  that  library  which  owes  its  origin  to  him, 
and  by  which  the  recollection  of  his  name  and  noble  benefaction  will  be  forever 
perpetuated.    But  in  the  language  of  the  old  French  proverb — 

L' Homme  propose,  mats  Dieu  dispose  ;" — 
our  poor  human  intentions  do  not  always  accord  with  the  will  of  God. 

Other  and  abler  pens  will  do  him  completer  justice.  Yet  a  single  trait  has 
been  recalled,  so  characteristic  of  that  modesty  which  was  not  less  his  personal 
than  professional  illustration,  that  it  merits  to  be  recited  in  this  connection ; 
especially  as  it  occurred  during  the  term  of  his  official  relation  to  our  Society. 

One  of  his  nearest  relatives  states  that  the  duties  of  a  presiding  officer  were 
so  repugnant  to  him ;  that  he  was  so  diffident  of  public  expression,  although 


*  The  late  Dr.  John  Green. 


30 


WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY.  [1865. 


transparent  and  even  affluent  in  private  converse,  as  to  make  him  insist  upon 
the  near  presence  by  his  side,  at  any  important  meeting  of  this  corporation,  of 
one  whose  early  enlistment  in  its  organization,  equally  with  his  amenity  of  man- 
ner and  mellifluous  eloquence,  are  themes  of  delightful  as  of  personal  and  pub- 
lic reminiscence.  To  propose  the  *'  yeas  and  nays"  was  not  an  insurmounta- 
ble task  for  our  late  lamented  associate  ;  but,  to  respond  to  a  complimentary 
sentiment,  or  to  welcome  an  invited  guest,  "  Hie  labor,  hoc  opus  est.,11  and  for 
that, — who  fitter  or  more  willing  than  William  Lincoln  to  come  to  the  assist- 
ance of  a  friend  ! 

The  love  of  Flora  shed  a  bloom  and  fragrance  over  their  lives.  Reposing  in 
the  same  beautiful  home  of  the  dead,  to  procure  and  adorn  which  so  much  in- 
terest was  manifested  by  either,  she  carefully  covers  the  graves  of  both  with  her 
fast  fading  foliage.  In  the  sere  autumn,  ripe  in  years  and  in  honor,  and  at- 
tended by  "  troops  of  friends/'  we  have  borne  our  physician,  our  president,  our 
associate,  to  that  rest  which  he  awaited  so  patiently,  and  for  which  he  was  so 
well  prepared  by  the  "  daily  beauty  of  his  life."    Vale  ! 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN, 

Secretary  and  Librarian. 
Horticultural  Hall,  Worcester,  Nov.  1,  1865. 
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ADDITIONS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 

Transactions  of  the  Indiana  Horticultural  Society,  18G5.    Pphlt.  8vo. 
Transactions  of  the  Illinois  Horticultural  Society,  18G1-2.    Pphlt.  8vo. 
Transactions  of  the  Illinois  Horticultural  Society,  1863.    Pphlt.  8vo. 
Grape  Culturist.    By  A.  S.  Fuller.    1  vol.  12mo.  (Duplicate.) 
Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United  States.    1862.    1  vol.,  8vo. 
Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United  States.    18G3.    1  vol.,  8vo. 
Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United  States.    1864.    1  vol.,  8vo. 
Finance  Report.    1864.    1  vol.,  8vo. 

Report  of  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue.    1864.    1  vol.,  8vo. 

Report  of  Smithsonian  Institute.    1863.    1  vol.,  8vo. 

Report  of  Smithsonian  Institute.    1864.    1  vol.,  8vo. 

Rivers'  Miniature  Fruit  Garden.    1  vol.,  12mo. 

Agricultural  Department,  Report  of.    1864.    1  vol.,  8vo. 

Hovey's  Magazine.    1865.    Vol.  31,  8vo. 

Horticulturist.    1865.    Vol.  20,  8vo. 

Gardener's  Monthly.    1865.    Vol.  7,  8vo. 

American  Agriculturist.    1865.    Vol.  24,  quarto. 

Woodward's  Country  Homes.    1  vol.,  12mo. 

Woodward's  Graperies.    1  vol.,  12mo. 

Transactions  of  Worcester  County  Agricultural  Society.    1865.    Pphlt.  8vo. 
Country  Life  :  By  R.  Morris  Copeland.    5th  edition.    Pp.  912.    1  vol.,  8vo. 
Working  Farmer.    Vols.  15,  16.  Quarto. 
Working  Farmer.    Vol.  17.  Quarto. 
The  Book  of  Roses.    By  Francis  Parkman. 
Cultivation  of  the  Grape.    By  W.  C.  Strong. 
Garden  Flowers.    By  Edward  S.  Rand,  Jr. 
High  Farming  Without  Manure.    By  M.  George  Ville. 
Soiling  Of  Cattle.    By  Josiah  Quincy. 
New  Book  Of  Flowers.    By  Joseph  Breck. 
Rural  Register.    1864-5-6.    1  vol.,  12mo. 
Country  Gentleman.    Vols.  25,  26.    1  vol,  quarto. 
13 
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MEMBERS  ADMITTED  SINCE  MAY  11,  A.  D.  1865  * 


Names. 


Residence. 


"Worcester. 
it 


Luther  H.  Bigelow, 
Charles  M.  Bent, 
George  A.  Brown, 

Everett  W.  Bigelow,  West  Boylston. 
Mrs.  George  G.  Burbank,  Worcester, 

"Miss  Carrie  A.  Burbank,  '* 

Mrs.  Daniel  S.  Burgess,  " 

Elbridge  Boyden,  " 

Miss  Caroline  Barnard,  " 

Mrs.  Mary  M.  Bancroft,  " 

fMrs.  John  E.  Bacon,  " 

W.  W.  Cook,  " 

Mrs.  Joseph  Curtis,  " 

Mrs.  Simeon  Clapp,  " 

Frank  Loring  R.  Coes,  " 

Charles  A.  Chase,  " 

Mrs.  Charles  A.  Chase,  " 

Frederick  A.  Clapp,  " 

Mrs.  Calvin  Dyer,  " 

Miss  Hattie  L.  Dyer,  " 

Daniel  F.  Estabrook,  " 

Miss  Sarah  F.  Earle,  u 

Miss  Ann  Eliza  Farnum,  " 

Miss  Mary  J.  Farnum  " 

Miss  Annie  R.  S.  Fox,  " 

Mrs.  Edward  R.  Fiske,  " 

Arthur  A.  Goodell,  " 

Dorrance  S.  Goddard,  " 

William  L.  Gray,  " 
Miss  Elizabeth  Grey  Gordon,  " 

Christopher  Gunderson,  " 

Miss  Lizzie  Grout,  " 

Mrs.  Charles  W.  Gilbert,  " 

Henry  Glazier,  " 

Moses  D.  Garfield,  Sutton 

Church  Howe,  Holden 
Addison  A.  Hunt,  Shrewsbury 

Daniel  M.  Hemenway,  Millbury 

John  E.  Harrington,  " 
Alba  Houghton,  Jr.,  Worcester 

Hollo  way  Harrington,  Jr.,  " 

Edwin  Haven,  " 

Mrs.  C.  Willard  Hamilton,  " 

Willard  Jones,  " 


Names. 


Residence. 


Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Kimball,  Worcester. 

Dr.  Francis  H.  Kelley,  %i 

Thomas  M.  Lamb,  " 

Benjamin  Lewis,  " 

Lewis  Lewisson,  " 

Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Merrifield,  " 

Charles  H.  Morgan,  " 

Charles  Madows,  " 

Miss  Susie  S.  Messinger,  " 
Henry  Marble,  Millbury. 
Mrs  Jas.  H.  Newton,  Holyoke  P.  0 .  Ms. 
Mrs.  D.  H.  Paine,  Worcester. 

Mrs.  Sumner  Pratt,  " 

Miss.  Emma  A.  Pratt,  " 

Frederick  S.  Pratt,  " 

Edward  R.  Pratt,  " 

James,  R.  Pierce,  " 

George  R.  Peckham,  " 

Mrs.  Sallie  Phelps,  " 

Miss  Sarah  D.  Phelps,  " 

Miss  Mary  R.  Phelps,  " 

Miss  Deborah  Phelps,  " 

Miss  Helen  E.  Phelps,  " 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Read,  " 

Israel  M.  Rogers,  " 

Mrs.  Charles  Richardson,  u 

Mrs.  David  Scott,  " 

Mrs.  George  Sumner,  " 

George  Sumner,  " 

Miss  Harriet  A.  Smith,  " 
J.  Sargent  Smith,  Leicester. 
W.  A..  S.  Smyth,  Worcester. 

Lyman  J.  Taft,  " 

Mrs.  Lyman  J.  Taft,  " 

Henry  G.  Taft,  " 

Edward  C.  Taft,  " 

Mrs.  Peter  J.  Turner,  " 

Benjamin  Thayer,  " 

Miss  Addie  L.  Tower,  " 

Miss  Mary  G.  B.  Wheeler,  " 

Mrs  George  W.  Wheeler,  " 

Miss  H.  F.  Williams,  " 

Miss  Mary  E.  Williams,  " 


::;  Date  of  last  publication  of  "  Transactions." 
f  Since  deceased. 
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APPLES. 

Early. — Red  Astrachan,  Sweet  Bough,  Duchess  of  Oldenburg,  Williams' 
Early  Red,  Worcester  Spy*,  Summer  Pippin.* 

Autumn.  —  Mother,  Gravenstein,  Porter,  Shepard's  Sweeting*,  Leland's 
Spice*,  Fameuse*,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Holden  Pippin. 

Winter  and  Spring. — Rhode  Island  Greening,  Yellow  Belleflowerf,  Jew- 
ett's  Redf,  Baldwin,  Washington  Royalf,  Ladies'  Sweeting*,  Tallman  Sweet- 
ing, Northern  Spy,  Roxbury  Russet. 

PEARS. 

Amateur  Culture. — Doyenne  d'Ete,  Rostiezer,  Dearborn's  Seedling,  St. 
Ghislain,  Washington,  Belle  Lucrative,  Flemish  Beauty,  Henry  IV,  St.  Michael 
Archange,  Beurre  Superfin,  Glout  Morceau. 

General,  or  Market  Culture. — Beurre  Giffard,  Bartlett,  Paradise  d'Au- 
tomne,  Seckel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Marie  Louise,  Fulton,  Sheldon,  Swan's 
Orange,  Doyenne  Boussock,  Beurre  Bosc,  Urbaniste,  Beurre  d'Anjou,  Duch- 
esse  d'Angouleme  (on  Q.,)  Winter  Nelis,  Lawrence  (on  P.,)  Doyenne  du 
Cornice,  Vicar  of  Wmkfield. 

CHERRIES. 

Amateur. — May  Duke,  Knight's  Early  Black,  Black  Tartarian,  American 
Amber,  Downer's  Late,  Black  Eagle. 

GRAPES. 

Amateur. — Delaware,  Diana.     General. — Hartford,  Prolific,  Concord. 

STRAWBERRIES. 

Amateur. — Hovey's  Seedling,  Jenney's  Seedling,  Jenny  Lind,  Triomphe  de 
Gand.    General. — Wilson's  Albany  Seedling  ;  Russell's  Prolific — on  trial. 


*  Varieties  recommended  as  "  promising  well." 

f  Varieties  recommended  for  "Amateur  cultivation." 
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PREFACE. 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society, 
holden  on  Wednesday,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1866,  on  motion  of 
Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  it  was  unanimously  voted  : — 

That  the  Transactions  of  the  Society,  comprising  the  Address  of  the  President 
and  the  Reports  of  the  several  Committees  at  the  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition? 
with  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  and  Librarian  just  delivered,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  members,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Publica- 
tion. 

The  brevity  of  some  of  the  Reports  is  greatly  to  be  regretted.  Whether  this 
was  caused  by  lack  of  time  or  paucity  of  material,  in  either  case  the  effect  is  the 
same.  The  Society  would  derive  much  benefit,  to  be  shared  in  an  almost  equal 
degree  by  the  general  community,  if  the  accomplished  members  whom  it  details 
to  their  necessary,  if  irksome  task,  in  addition  to  a  bare  statement  of  the  awards 
of  Premiums,  would  give,  at  greater  length  and  with  more  precision,  the  chief 
and  moving  inducements  to  their  action.  The  publication  of  the  Transactions 
having  been  resumed  as  a  settled  policy,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  suggestion 
may  bear  fruit  worthy  of  the  Pomologists  to  whom  it  is  addressed. 

Horticultural  Hall, 
Worcester,  Mass.,  March,  A.  D.  1867. 
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The  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society, 

FOR  1866. 

PRESIDENT  : 

J.  HENRY  HILL,  of  Worcester. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS  : 

FRANCIS  H.  DEWEY  and  WILLIAM  N.  GREEN,  of  Worcester  j 
JONATHAN  D.  WHEELER,  of  Grafton. 

SECRETARY  AND   LIBRARIAN  : 
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TREASURER  : 
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Benjamin  Butman, 
John  Milton  Earle, 
William  Workman, 
Jonathan  Grout, 
Obadiah  B.  Hadwen, 
Horatio  Phelps, 
Samuel  V.  Stone, 
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Samuel  P.  Champuey, 
Harvey  Dodge, 
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Whitinsville. 
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Brookfield. 
Saundersville. 
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auditors  : 

SAMUEL  H.  COLTON,  EMORY  BANISTER,  Worcester. 
STANDING   COMMITTEES  : 

On  Horticultural  Hall. — D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Edwin  Draper,  0.  B.  Hadwen. 

On  Library  and  Publication. — President,  J.  Henry  Hill  ;  Secretary  and  Li- 
brarian, Edward  W.  Lincoln  ;  Jonathan  Grout. 

On  Synonymes. — J.  Milton  Earle,  Geo.  Jaques,  S.  H.  Colton,  D.  W.  Lincoln. 

Of  Depredations  on  Gardens,  &c. — Francis  H.  Dewey,  Wm.  T.  Merrifield. 
0.  B.  Hadwen. 

Of  Arrangements. — The  President,  Secretary,  Edwin  Draper,  0.  B.  Hadwen, 
Emory  Banister,  Jonathan  Grout,  Charles  Richardson,  John  C.  Newton. 

On  Apples. — Samuel  H.  Colton,  Chairman;  J.  Frank  Allen,  Dr.  Rufus 
Woodward,  John  C  Ripley,  Thomas  R.  Norcross,  of  Worcester;  Samuel  A. 
Knox,  of  Grafton  ;  Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury. 

On  Pears. — Stephen  S.  Foster,  Chairman  ;  John  Milton  Earle,  John  C.  New- 
ton, Emory  Banister,  D.  S.  Messinger,  of  Worcester;  J.  H.  Moore,  of  Charlton. 

On  Grapes,  Peaches,  &c. — Francis  H.  Dewey,  Chairman;  Benjamin  But- 
man, D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Horatio  Phelps,  Charles  Richardson,  of  Worcester  ; 
and  Paul  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville. 

On  Flowers,  Plants,  &c. — Stephen  Salisbury,  Jr.,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Calvin 
Taft,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Pierce,  Dr.  George  Chandler,  of 
Worcester ;  and  John  D.  Wheeler,  of  Grafton.  x 

On  Vegetables. — Edwin  Conant,  Chairman ;  Oliver  K.  Earle,  James  Green, 
Chas.  Belcher,  Marshall  Flagg,  of  Worcester  ;  Josiah  L.  Woodward,  of  Millbury. 

The  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition  will  be  held  on  the  18th,  19th,  20ti' 
and  21st  days  of  September,  commencing  at  6  o'clock,  P.  M..  on  the  18th. 


ADDRESS 


OF 

J.  HENRY  HILL,  President, 

At  the  Twenty-Seventh  Annual  Exhibition  of  the  Society.  Delivered 
on  Thursday  Evening,  September  20,  at  8  o'clock. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society  : 

I  fully  recognize  the  danger  I  incur  of  being  charged  with  repetition,  yet  I 
cannot  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  congratulating  you  upon  the  eminent  success 
of  your  present  exhibition — a  pleasure  all  the  greater,  in  that  the  success  comes 
at  a  time  when  we  have  least  expected  it,  and  when  its  presence  is  all  the  more 
grateful.  The  Society  are  under  great  obligations  to  those  of  our  friends  who 
have  labored  so  diligently,  and  contributed  so  generously  to  ensure  that  success. 

The  month  of  May,  with  its  buds  and  heavy  bloom,  seemed  to  warrant  us  in 
expecting  an  abundant  harvest  for  the  autumn.  But  instead  of  the  generous 
fruition  which  we  then  so  confidently  looked  to,  we  have  but  a  limited  amount 
of  fruit  of  any  kind,  while  with  some  varieties,  the  crop  has  almost  entirely 
failed.  Numerous  theories  as  to  the  cause  are  put  forward,  and  urged  with 
various  degrees  of  confidence,  but  as  yet  none  seem  altogether  satisfactory. 
We  have  now  the  fact  before  us,  and  the  subject  is  certainly  worthy  of  our 
patient  investigation  that  we  may,  if  possible,  discover  a  remedy,  and  apply  it  in 
the  future.  For  this  present,  we  certainly  should  be  content,  inasmuch  as 
Pomona  has  done  all,  and  more  than  we  had  reason  to  expect,  and  Flora  has 
fairly  out-done  herself,  gracefully  coming  to  the  rescue  when  her  services  were 
most  needed,  and  her  presence  most  welcome. 

It  will  be  seen  by  comparison,  of  the  entries  of  this  year,  with  those  of 
former  exhibitions,  that  the  contributions,  while  they  have  improved  in  the 
apple  department,  slightly,  from  last  year,  have,  in  all  other  fruits,  sadly  fallen 
off.  And  in  passing  along  the  tables,  the  commendable  effort  of  the  con- 
tributors, to  produce  their  best  specimens,  is  plainly  noticeable,  while  each 
contributor  is  ready  to  excuse  the  absence  of  the  usual  excellence  in  his 
collection.  But  each  one  seems  to  have  done  all  he  could,  which  is  all  we  have 
any  right  to  expect.  We  can  only  hope  that  another  year  will  be  sufficiently 
favorable  for  the  growth  of  the  various  fruits,  to  restore  us  to  our  former 
position. 
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The  examination  and  comparison  of  the  several  lists  of  fruit,  contributed  at 
our  different  annual  exhibitions,  from  the  earliest  days  of  our  history  to  the 
present  time,  would  prove  a  curious,  and  not  altogether  profitless,  study.  It 
would  disclose  to  us  many  facts  which,  if  we  ever  knew,  we  shall  find  we  have 
entirely  forgotten.  It  would  show  us  that  of  the  names  contained  in  the  meagre 
catalogue  of  pears,  for  instance,  in  our  earlier  years,  a  great  proportion  have 
become  quite  obsolete — have  been  dropped  out  of  sight  altogether — and  the 
fruit  which  they  represented,  once  enjoying  an  enviable  reputation,  for  excel- 
lence, has  been  discarded  as  unworthy  of  cultivation,  and  comparatively 
worthless,  and  its  place  supplied  by  varieties  of  more  excellent  quality.  In 
those  times,  too,  the  general  contributor  was  seldom  or  never  without  his  offer- 
ing of  peaches  and  plums — fruits  now  rarely  seen  upon  our  tables.  A  dozen 
years  since,  it  was  by  no  means  an  uncommon  thing  for  cultivators  to  exhibit 
from  five  to  ten  varieties  of  the  peach,  and  in  some  instances,  as  many  as  thirty 
or  more — many  of  them  rivalling,  and  even  excelling,  in  size  and  excellence, 
the  finest  fruit  of  that  kind  which  we  now  receive  from  other  markets.  The 
same  thing,  to  a  considerable  degree,  might  be  said  of  the  plum.  Now,  when 
any  of  these  fruits  are  placed  upon  our  tables,  we  look  at  the  contributor  in 
amazement  at  his  development  of  skill  manifested  in  their  growth  and  production. 

Now  all  these  things  should  teach  the  Horticulturist  a  lesson — which  is,  that 
his  work  is  never  finished — that  however  excellent  the  fruit  may  be  which  he 
produces  this  year,  and  to  whatever  degree  of  success  he  may  consider  he  has 
carried  the  cultivation  of  it,  there  are  higher  degrees  of  excellence  to  be 
attained,  and  more  choice  varieties  yet  to  be  discovered  and  propagated,  by 
patient  and  plodding  toil  and  experiment.  Another  lesson  is  taught  him,  and 
that  is,  never  to  despair  in  his  attempts  to  cultivate  the  more  coy  and  delicate 
varieties  of  fruit — that  though  the  peach  and  the  plum  may  fail  for  a  year,  or  a 
series  of  years,  even  ;  still,  careful  and  pains-taking  cultivation  and  persistent 
effort  will  at  length  be  rewarded  by  an  abundant  harvest  of  those  kinds  of  fruit 
which  many  had  given  up  as  being  beyond  their  power  and  skill  to  produce. 

The  weekly  exhibitions  have  been  kept  up  through  the  year ;  with  what 
success  and  with  how  much  interest,  on  the  part  of  members  of  the  Society,  the 
weekly  publication  of  contributions  from  the  accurate  pen  of  your  Secretary 
will  sufficiently  attest.  The  influence  which  these  weekly  meetings  have,  in 
connection  with  the  increasing  use  of  your  excellent  library,  is  being  every  year 
more  sensibly  felt.  Formerly,  the  amateur  cultivator  had  it  all  his  own  way. 
Now  he  finds  rivals  springing  up  on  every  side,  and  the  contest  for  the  premiums 
of  the  Society  is  quite  as  often  decided  against  him  as  otherwise.  In  all  this,  the 
community  is  the  gainer,  and  the  work  thus  commenced  will  eventually  prove  of 
incalculable  benefit  to  all  classes  ;  and  the  amateur  cultivator  will  feel  rewarded 
that  so  great  a  good  has  resulted  from  his  example. 

The  circle  of  this  influence  is  plainly  extending  ;  it  is  demonstrating  to  some 
of  us  here,  that  have  been  slow  to  realize  it,  and  more  in  the  other  towns,  who 
could  not  be  convinced  of  it,  that  our  Society  is  really  what  its  name  imports — 
a  County  Institution.    Sometimes,  heretofore,  it  has  been  almost  painful  to 
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observe  the  timidity  with  which  contributors  from  other  towns  have  brought  in 
their  fruit — a  timidity  resulting  from  a  fear,  more  fancied  than  real,  that  the 
attempt  to  compete  with  amateur  cultivators  in  the  city  would  only  result  in 
disastrous  failure.  The  premium  list  for  this,  and  a  few  years  past,  showing 
how  many  premiums  go  out  of  the  city,  will,  it  is  hoped,  have  a  tendency  to 
create  confidence  in  this  direction,  and  to  interest  all  cultivators,  in  whatever 
town  in  the  County  they  may  chance  to  reside,  in  our  efforts,  and  command 
their  co-operation.  We  claim  the  whole  county  as  within  our  jurisdiction,  and  in- 
vite all  within  its  limits  to  join  us  in  our  labors.  And  every  local  society  which 
springs  up  within  our  borders,  we  shall  welcome  as  one  of  the  children  of  this 
parent  society,  and  extend  to  it  our  most  cordial  welcome  and  hearty  sympathy. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Society  remains  substantially  unchanged.  The 
sources  from  which  the  Society  derives  its  income  are  the  same  as  heretofore. 
The  stores,  from  which  a  very  large  proportion  of  it  comes,  are  occupied  by 
tenants,  under  leases  for  a  term  of  years,  wherein  the  rent  reserved  is  very  much 
less  than  other  stores,  of  no  better  accommodations  and  location,  now  command. 
These  leases  will  expire  in  April  next,  when  it  is  confidently  expected  that  a 
much  larger  revenue  will  be  received  from  them  than  is  now  paid. 

Meanwhile,  the  expenses  of  the  Society  are  no  less.  Every  thing  that  is  in- 
cumbent upon  us  to  do,  about  the  property  of  the  Society,  is  at  a  very  much 
increased  cost.  Even  our  taxes  are  increasing  to  fearful  proportions.  Our 
City  Fathers,  doubtless  desiring  to  continue  in  the  good  graces  of  their  con- 
stituents, and  at  the  same  time  spend  money  with  a  profuse  liberality,  point  us 
with  an  apparently  triumphant  satisfaction  to  the  fact  that  they  have  succeeded 
in  diminishing  the  rate  of  taxation  ;  but  they  forget  to  inform  us,  with  what  a 
charming  dexterity  they  have,  at  the  same  time,  multiplied  the  thousands  to  be 
taxed,  making  the  burden  more  grievous  to  be  borne  than  before  ;  a  burden 
which  we  cannot  well  escape,  except  by  resorting  to  the  popular  mode,  a  very 
inconvenient  one  for  us,  as  a  society,  to  adopt,  of  disposing  of  our  real  estate, 
and  investing  the  proceeds  in  Government  securities  ! 

By  a  vote  of  the  Society,  passed  at  the  last  annual  meeting  in  November,  in 
addition  to  the  transactions  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-five,  those 
from  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven  to  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one,  in- 
clusive, have  been  published  in  an  attractive  form,  and  are  now  ready  for 
distribution  to  members.  It  will  be  found  that  the  records,  during  the  period 
last  mentioned,  are  far  from  being  complete  ;  for  in  compiling  them,  to  use  the 
language  of  the  first  historian  of  the  Society,  "  The  sources  of  information  have 
not  been  easily  accessible.  Tradition's  voice  was  sometimes  lost  in  the  distance . 
The  records  of  the  Society  were  in  more  than  one  instance  dumb  ;  and  loqua- 
cious files  of  newspapers  talked  of  other  things."  But  barring  these  deficiencies 
which  could  not,  from  lapse  of  time,  be  supplied,  we  have  now  a  tolerably  con- 
nected written  history  from  the  commencement  of  our  operations  to  the  present 
time. 

I  cannot  but  think  that  the  action  of  the  Society,  in  this  respect,  will  be  here- 
after regarded  as  wise — more  wise  than  to  allow  so  many  years  to  pass  without 
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any  permanent  publication  of  our  proceedings,  and  thereby,  as  in  the  present 
instance,  force  all  the  labor  and  expense  for  publishing,  which  belong  to  many 
years,  into  one  or  two.  This  results,  too,  in  consequence  of  the  delay,  in 
obtaining,  at  the  best,  but  an  imperfect  history  of  our  transactions,  for  future 
use  and  reference.  It  has  sometimes  been  suggested,  and  indeed,  I  think  I  may 
safely  say  that  it  is  a  favorite  plan,  of  some,  that  we  might  dispense  with  our 
annual  publication,  and  furnish  our  reports  to  the  newspaper  press,  obtaining 
a  far  more  extended  hearing.  As  a  matter  of  immediate  economy,  this  plan 
certainly  has  its  merits.  But  a  Society  of  the  importance  of  our  own,  should 
be  able  to  furnish  much  and  valuable  information  ;  and  that  information,  if 
worth  anything  to  the  public,  is  worth  preserving  in  a  permanent  form.  While 
the  newspaper  press  is  the  proper  and  acknowledged  vehicle  of  information  upon 
subjects  of  a  transient  character,  it  is  the  last  place  for  matter  intended  for 
permanent  preservation,  and  to  be  used  for  general  reference  afterwards.  And 
I  half  suspect  that  those  having  the  most  generous  confidence  in  this  plan, 
would  have  their  faith  somewhat  shaken  by  service  upon  a  Committee  charged 
with  the  duties  which  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  your  publication  Committee  for 
two  years  past. 

It  seems,  rather,  a  more  rational,  and  a  far  better  way,  to  put  our  history  in 
a  permanent  form  as  we  make  it.  The  labor  then  is  not  onerous,  the  expense 
comparatively  trifling,  and  we  are  far  more  certain  of  correctness  and  authen- 
ticity, as  well  as  completeness.  When  we  arrive  at  the  point  when  our  operations, 
as  a  society,  are  not  worthy  this  treatment,  we  may  fairly  consider  that  the 
mission  of  the  association  is  fulfilled,  and  its  members  may  safely  repose  from 
their  labors  in  its  behalf. 

Entertaining  these  views,  I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  leave  this  matter  of 
publication  in  its  present  condition,  requiring  in  future,  the  publication,  in  each 
year,  of  the  transactions  of  the  Society,  for  that  year  only.  And  I  cannot  for- 
bear repeating  my  conviction  of  its  importance,  and  expressing  a  hope  that 
these  annual  publications  may  continne  so  long  as  our  Society  has  an  active 
existence. 

Intending,  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  to  retire  from  the 
position  which  I  have  held  by  your  favor  for  the  three  last  years,  I  avail  my- 
self of  the  present  opportunity  to  thank  you  for  the  uniform  kindness  and 
courtesy  which  has  been  extended  to  me  in  all  my  official  relations,  and  to 
express  the  hope  that  my  successor,  although  he  cannot  feel  a  deeper  interest 
in  the  objects  and  welfare  of  the  society,  may  bring  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
more  ability  and  leisure  than  I  have  been  able  to  do. 
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REPORT  ON  APPLES. 

Samuel  H.  Colton,  Chairman;  John  C.  Ripley,  J.  Frank  Allen,  Dr. 
Rufus  Woodward,  Thomas  R.  Norcross,  of  Worcester ;  Newell  Wood,  of 
Millbury ;  and  S.  A.  Knox,  of  Grafton. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  award  the  Premiums  offered  on  Apples,  beg 
leave  to  report : 

That  the  number  of  contributors  this  year,  and  the  varieties,  including  every 
thing  of  the  Apple  kind  exhibited,  show  a  sad  falling  off  from  former  exhibitions 
— and,  to  quote  from  the  report  made  last  year,  il  in  quality  the  contrast  between 
this  and  preceding  years  is  scarcely  less  painful." 

It  was  fondly  hoped,  that  after  two  or  three  successive  failures  in  our  crop  of 
Apples,  we  should  be  favored  this  year  with  a  better  supply — and  the  very 
abundant  blossom  last  spring  seemed  to  warrant  us  in  the  expectation.  But 
our  cherished  hopes  are  again  blasted,  and  we  sigh  for  the  by-gone  times,  when 
this  most  important  production  of  our  orchards  was  in  plentiful  supply  at  every 
one's  door.  And,  while  we  all  agree  that  there  is  a  continued  scarcity,  we  are 
not  united  in  opinion  as  to  the  reason  of  the  failures — and  many  are  the  specula- 
tions and  theories  advanced  in  support  of  fancied  causes.  Some  attributing 
them  to  high  winds,  when  the  trees  are  in  blossom  5  others,  to  cold  weather  or 
heavy  rains  ;  still  others,  to  electricity,  and  the  latest  advanced  theory  is,  that 
the  blossom  buds  were  fatally  injured  by  the  severe  drouth  of  last  year  !  To 
all  which  we  have  only  to  reply,  Yankee  fashion,  by  inquiring — if  the  causes 
named  are  correct,  why  it  is  that  some  trees,  and  orchards  even,  are  com- 
paratively full  of  fruit,  while  others  near  by  have  none  at  all.  One  of  your 
Committee  has  two  trees  of  the  Early  Sweet  Bough  variety,  standing  within 
twenty  feet  of  each  other,  and  both  alike,  as  regards  age,  size,  and  situation  ; 
one  of  which  produced  a  fair  crop  of  fruit  this  season,  while  its  fellow  had  not 
an  apple  on  it. 

But,  while  we  do  not  feel  competent  to  point  out  the  causes,  or  recommend  a 
remedy,  we  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  despairing  that  we  shall  never  again 
be  blessed  with  the  same  bountiful  crops  as  in  former  years.  The  fact  of  the 
repeated  failures  will  stimulate  us  all  to  investigate  the  causes,  and,  if  in  our 
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power,  to  apply  the  remedy.  In  the  mean  time  we  must  again  be  mostly  de- 
pendent on  more  favored  regions  for  our  supply  of  this,  the  most  valuable  of  all 
our  fruit. 

The  Committee  having  examined  the  Apples  exhibited,  awarded  the  premiums 
as  named  below ;  and  they  desire  to  remark,  in  conclusion,  that  the  exhibition 
is  a  very  creditable  one,  considering  the  unusual  small  quantity  raised  in  this 
vicinity — some  of  the  specimens  being  nearly  equal  in  size  and  appearance  to 
those  of  former  years. 

Apples. — For  the  best  collection,  26  varieties,  Josiah  L.  Woodward, 


of  Millbury,   $10  00 

For  the  second  best  31  varieties,  S.  A.  Knox,  of  Grafton,   8  00 

For  the  third  bast  25  varieties,  Sylvanus  Sears,  of  Worcester,  a  copy 

of  "  Harris  on  Insects." 
For  the  best  20  varieties  of  12  specimens  each,  Stephen  S.  Foster,  of 

Worcester,  -   8  Oo 

For  the  second  best  20  varieties,  E.  M.  Banning,  of  Worcester,  a  copy 

of  "  Harris  on  Insects." 
For  the  best  12  varieties  of  12  specimens  each — and  the  Committee 

desire  to  call  especial  notice  to  this  collection  as  a  superior  one 

for  this  season — to  Henry  Marble,  of  Millbury,   8  00 

The  second  premium  offered  for  this  class  is  not  awarded,  no  collection 

excepting  Mr.  Maible's  having  the  requisite  number. 
For  the  first  best  6  varieties  of  12  specimens  each,  Cyrus  White,  of 

Millbury,   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  6  varieties,  Wm.  Howe,  Jr.,  of  Millbury,   2  00 

For  the  best  8  specimens  of  the  Gravenstein,  L.  Worcester,  of 

Shrewsbury,   1  00 

For  the  best  8  Porters,  D.  M.  Hemenway,  of  Millbury,   1  00 

For  the  best  8  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Francis  McCracken,  of 

Millbury,   1  00 

For  the  best  8  Baldwins,  Asa  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,   1  00 

For  the  best  8  Northern  Spy,  S.  A.  Knox,  of  Grafton,   1  00 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  these  were  not  included  in  Mr.  K's 

premium  collection  of  31  varieties. 

Gratuities. — The  Committee  also  awarded  the  following  gratuities : 

For  27  varieties,  W.  W.  Keyes,  of  West  Boylston,   4  00 

For  13  varieties,  J.  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston,   3  00 

For  11  varieties,  Sumner  Cook,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  11  varieties,  O.  B.  Hadwen,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Porter,  Mother  and  Leland's  Spice,  Jos. 

Boyden,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Mother  and  Porter,  D.  B.  Comins,  of 

Worcester,   1  00 

For  Leland's  Spice  and  Mother,  Eli  Johnson,  of  Worcester,   1  00 
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And  $1  each  to  Mrs.  H.  Wheeler,  of  Worcester,  and  Adams  Foster, 
of  Holden,  for  the  Porter  and  Orange. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

S.  H.  COLTON,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  FLOWERS. 

Dr.  George  E.  Francis,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Calvin  Taft,  Mrs.  Daniel 
Tainter,  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Pierce,  George  Chandler,  of  Worcester ;  and 
Jona.  D.  Wheeler,  of  Grafton. 

The  Committee  on  Flowers  and  Plants,  report  the  following  award  of  Prizes  : 


For  the  best  20  variegated  leaved  plants,  W.  T.  Merrifield,  $10  00 

For  largest  and  best  collection  of  Stove  and  Greenhouse  Plants,  S. 

Salisbury,   8  00 

For  the  second  best  collection,  W.  T.  Merrifield,  "  Harris  on 

Insects." 

Floral  Designs. — For  the  best,  W.  T.  Merrifield,   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  John  C.  Ripley,   2  00 

Cut  Flowers. — For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  S.  Salisbury,   3  00 

For  the  second  best  collection,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,   2  00 

For  the  best  Stand,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Hamilton,   2  00 

For  the  second  best  do.,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,   1  00 

For  the  best  arranged  basket  or  dish,  Miss  Frances  M.  Lincoln,....  2  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Hamilton,   1  00 

Bouquets. — For  the  best  pair,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  W.  T.  Merrifield,   1  00 

Roses. — None  exhibited. 

Gladiolus. — For  the  best  display,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,    3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,   2  00 

Asters. — For  the  best  display,  G.  H.  Estabrook,   1  00 

Dahlias. — For  the  best  display,  Mrs.  Jonas  Brown,  of  Wilkinsonville,  1  00 

Verbenas. — For  the  best  display,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,   1  00 

The  Committee  recommend  also  that  the  following  Gratuities  be  given  : 

Joseph  Lovell,  for  display  of  Verbenas  and  Asters,   1  00 

James  T.  Pike,  Asters,   1  00 

Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,  Pinks,   1  00 

Henry  Buehler,  Ivy  from  Heidelberg,   1  00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Ripley,  Basket,   1  00 

Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,  Basket  and  Dishes,   75 

Miss  Maria  Fox,  Basket  of  Phloxes,   75 

Miss  Mary  R.  Phelps,  Basket,   75 

Miss  Annie  Fox,  Sweet  Peas,   50 

Harvey  Tainter,  Dishes,   50 

Miss  Alice  Scott,  Display,   50 
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Mrs.  Warren  Williams,  Bouquet,   50 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Boswell,  Display,   50 

Mrs.  Jonas  Brown,  of  Wilkinsonville,  Asters,   50 

Mrs.  Wm.  G.  Holman,  Seedling  Verbenas,   50 

Miss  F.  A.  Richardson,  Dish,   50 

Miss  Julia  Green,  Dahlias,   50 

Mrs.  Laura  F.  Barnes,  of  Shrewsbury,  Bouquet,   50 

Mrs.  Samuel  Mowry,  Bouquets.   50 


The  Committee  found  a  task  of  unusual  difficulty  in  assigning  the  prizes  for 
collections,  of  Stove  and  Green-house  plants.  If  in  one  display  the  plants  were 
of  rather  larger  size,  and  more  in  number,  in  the  other  were  more  carefully  grown 
specimen  plants,  and  a  greater  number  of  interesting  novelties. 

They  regret  that  the  funds  at  their  disposal  do  not  allow  them  to  bestow  more 
liberal  gratuities,  and  that  time  and  space  do  not  permit  a  more  extended  and 
detailed  notice  of  the  various  contributions.  They  desire  that  honorable  men- 
tion should  be  made  of  the  vases  of  Cardinal  Flowers,  Fringed  Gentians  and 
Maiden-hair  Fern,  contributed  by  the  Chairman  ;  of  the  Vase  of  Flowers  from 
Mrs.  Mary  G.  Murdock,  of  Winchendon  ;  of  the  Feather  Grass  from  F.  W. 
Paine  ;  and  of  the  Floral  displays  from  Mrs.  J.  W.  Cummings,  and  Mrs. 
Solomon  Parsons,  of  Worcester  ;  and  of  O.  S.  Mowry,  of  Shrewsbury. 

For  the  Committee, 

G.  E.  FRANCIS. 


REPORT  ON  GRAPES,  PEACHES  AND  OTHER  FRUIT. 

Francis  H.  Dewey,  Chairman:  B.  Butman,  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Horatio 
Phelps,  Chas.  Richardson,  of  Worcester  ;  and  Paul  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville. 

The  Committee  deeply  regret  that  their  labors  were  greatly  diminished,  owing 
to  the  reduced  number  of  entries. 

The  severe  weather  of  last  winter  had  been  especially  injurious  to  the  fruits 
coming  within  their  jurisdiction.  Of  Peaches,  not  a  single  specimen  was  pre- 
sented, thus  at  least,  postponing  a  realization  of  the  hopes  indulged  last 
year,  that  we  were  again  to  welcome  the  beautiful,  luscious  peach  as  one  of  our 
assured  fruits.  Many  members  of  the  Society  are  so  fortunate  as  to  possess 
healthy,  full  grown  peach  trees  •,  and  we  hope  that  another  fall  may  witness 
many  good  specimens  upon  our  tables. 

The  exhibition  of  Grapes  was  smaller,  and  specimens  inferior  to  those  last 
year. 

We  do  not  attribute  this  to  any  lack  of  interest  in  the  cultivation  of  this  fine 
fruit,  but  owing  mainly  to  the  lateness  of  the  ripening  season,  and  the  effects 
of  mildew. 

There  were  20  contributors  in  all.  Wm.  T.  Merrifield,  Esq.,  being  much  the 
largest  contributor,  exhibiting  15  varieties  grown  under  glass,  and  14  varieties 
of  out  door  Grapes.     No  other  person  exhibited  more  than  three  varieties 
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grown  under  glass ;  and  the  Committee  made  no  award  of  the  first  premium 
for  Grapes  grown  under  glass.    They  awarded  the  second  premium  to  William 


T.  Merrifield,  "Harris  on  Insects." 

A  Gratuity  to  F.  M.  Marble,,  Grafton,  $  1  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  out-door  Grapes,  of  not  less  than  6  varieties, 

William  T.  Merrifield,   6  00 

For  the  second  best  collection,  S.  V.  Stone,   4  00 

Gratuity,  George  H.  Estabrook,   1  00 

For  the  best  specimen  of  Delawares,  Ichabod  Washburn,   1  00 

For  best  specimen  of  Concords,  Horatio  Phelps,   1  00 

For  best  specimen  of  Dianas,  Harvey  S.  Tainter,   1  00 

For  best  specimen  of  Hartford  Prolific,  Mrs.  Charles  Johnson,  of 

Northborough,   1  00 

No  specimens  of  Isabella  or  Iona  were  thought  worthy  of  a  premium. 
The  following  gratuities  were  awarded  : 

For  Northern  Muscadine,  Horatio  Phelps,   1  00 

For  Creveling,  Edward  Earle,   1  00 

For  Native  Seedling,  S.  E.  Slocumb,   1  00 

For  Rebecca,  J.  E.  Harrington,   1  00 

Plums. — 

There  were  but  .three  contributors.    The  Committee  awarded  for  the 

best  dish  of  12  specimens  to  Joseph  Boyden,   2  00 

Gratuities,  Mrs.  Priestly  Young,   1  00 

Anthony  Chase,   1  00 

Quinces. — The  exhibition  of  Quinces  was  small. 

For  the  largest  and  best  collection  to  C.  W.  Hamilton,   3  00 

Gratuity,  Horatio  Slocumb,   1  00 

Trusting  that  our  successors  in  the  coming  year,  will  have  a  larger  and  more 


attractive  field  from  which  to  make  their  selections,  the  above  Report  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

FRANCIS  H.  DEWEY,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  PEARS. 

Stephen  S.  Foster,  Chairman;  John  Milton  Earle,  John  C.  Newton, 
Emory  Banister,  David  S.  Messinger,  of  Worcester  ;  and  J.  H.  Moore,  of 
Charlton. 

The  Committee  on  Pears,  respectfully  recommend  the  following  award  of 
premiums  and  gratuities  : — 

For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  of  not  less  than  three  specimens 

of  each  variety,  the  first  premium  to  John  C.  Ripley,  of  Worcester,  $10  00 
For  the  best  twenty  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  to  Stephen 

S.  Foster,  of  Worcester,   10  00 

3 
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For  the  second  best  to  Samuel  H.  Colton,  of  Worcester,   9  00 

For  the  best  fifteen  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  to  George  T. 

Rice,  of  Worcester,   7  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Ichabod  Washburn,  of  Worcester,  "  Harris 

on  Insects." 

For  the  best  ten  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  to  Benjamin 

Butman,  of  Worcester,  u  Harris  on  Insects." 

For  second  best,  to  Joseph  Lovell,  of  Worcester,   4  00 

For  the  best  five  varieties,  of  two  specimens  each,  to  F-  M.  Marble,  of 

Grafton,   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Adam  Foster,  of  Holden,   2  00 

For  the  best  twenty-four  Seckel  Pears  on  one  dish,  to  Mrs.  Charles 

Johnson,  of  Northborough,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Bartletts,  to  Loring  Coes,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  to  Timothy  R.  Green,  of 

Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  to  Mrs.  Chas.  Johnson, 

of  Northborough,   1  00 

For  the  best  Lawrence,  to  Anthony  Chase,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Sheldons,  to  Edward  Earle,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Bosc,  to  Mrs.  Charles  Johnson,  of  North- 
borough,  1  00 

For  the  best  12  Flemish  Beauty,  to  Joseph  Boyden  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  Beurre  d'Anjou,  to  J.  F.  Allen,  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Winter  Nelis,  to  E.  W.  Lincoln,   1  00 

For  Doyenne  du  Cornice,  gratuity  to  E.  L.  Brigham,   1  00 

For  Durandeau,  gratuity  to  J.  F.  Allen,   1  00 

For  his  collection,  gratuity  to  J.  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston,   2  0() 

For  plate  of  Duchess  d'Angouleme,  gratuity  to  George  Jaques,   1  00 

Worcester,  

For  his  collection,  gratuity  to  S.  V.  Stone,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  plate  of  Duchesse  d'  Angouleme,  gratuity,  to  Mrs.  Henry  Wheeler,  50 


STEPHEN  S.  FOSTER,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 

Edwin  Conant,  Chairman;  Charles  Belcher,  Oliver  K.  Earle, 
Marshall  Flagg,  James  Green,  of  Worcester;  Josiah  L.  Woodward,  of 
Millbury. 

The  Committee  again  congratulate  themselves  and  the  Society,  upon  the 
importance  and  merits  of  the  Committee.  We  continue  by  the  title  of  our 
rank,  in  the  quiet  possession  of  the  Upper  Chamber,  and  if  some  of  us  seem  to 
hold  office  during  life,  or  our  own  discretion,  it  is  partly  because  we  are  not 
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afflicted  with  such  legions  of  constituents  as  the  unfortunate  members  of  the 
lower  House  of  Commons. 

We  respectfully  report  that  although,  as  usual,  there  was  not  a  full  attendance 
of  our  number,  but  little  difficulty  was  experienced  in  deciding  upon  the 
premiums  and  gratuities  by  the  united  voice  of  the  members  present. 

There  were  forty-one  contributors  to  the  Exhibition,  and  two  hundred  and 
ninety-six  parcels  exhibited.  The  quantity  and  variety  of  articles  was 
somewhat  less  than  on  some  former  occasions  ;  a  fact  attributable  to  the 
unpleasant  weather,  but  in  quality  they  were  well  up  to  the  average  of  previous 
occasions. 

The  three  largest  and  best  collections  were  highly  meritorious,  and  not  less 
so  from  the  fact  that  their  number  of  varieties  was  not  remarkably  large  ;  and 
we  deem  it  exceedingly  desirable  that  quality  rather  than  numbers  or  size 
should  usually  be  the  prime  object  of  regard  with  exhibitors. 

For  the  first  in  merit  of  these  collections,  the  premium  was  awarded  to 

Alden  H.  Sears,  of  Worcester,  $10  00 

For  the  second  to  Sylvanus  Sears,  of  Worcester,   8  00 

For  the  third,  Harris's  book  on  Insects  injurious  to  vegetation,  to 
Adams  Foster,  of  Holden. 

There  was  no  attempt  to  secure  the  premium  on  Canada  Crook-neck  squashes  ; 
none  were  exhibited  except  in  collections,  and  a  single  one  of  undoubted 


purity  by  D.  M.  Hemenway,  of  Millbury,  the  growth  of  1865. 

We  award  for  the  three  best  marrow  squashes  to  Lucius  H.  Rice, 

of  Worcester,   1  00 

There  was  some  hesitation  in  coming  to  this  decision,  but  it  was 

reached  after  the  most  careful  examination. 

For  the  three  best  Hubbard  squashes,  Peter  Rice,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  three  best  Mammoth  squashes,  Charles   Richardson,  of 

Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  three  best  Turban  squashes,  George  Sumner,  of  Worcester,...  1  00 
No  Yokohamas  were  offered. 

For  the  largest  squash, Valparaiso,  weighing  64  lbs.,  Oliver  S.  Mowrey, 

of  Shrewsbury,   2  00 

For  the  second  largest,  do.,  an  exceedingly  rich  looking  yellow  squash, 
which  seemed  a  mammoth  marrow,  weight  43  lbs.,  Fordyce 
Maynard,  of  Shrewsbury,   1  00 

Daniel  Tainter's  noble  roots  of  celery,  by  his  gardener,  W.  W.  Cook, 
would  have  carried  the  premium  on  this  article  had  the  number 
been  sufficient. 

For  the  three  best  Savoy  Cabbages, — for  his  Drumhead  Savoys,  O.  B. 

Hadwen,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  three  best  Cabbages  of  any  other  variety — for  his  Stone- 
masons, Elisha  Kelley,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  three  best  Cauliflowers,  Stephen  Salisbury,  of  Worcester,   2  00 
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No  premium  could  be  more  richly  deserved,  for  these  noble  and 
perfect  flowers  were  the  observed  of  all  observers.    John  Ring 
is  Mr.  Salisbury's  gardener. 
For  the  best  twelve  ears  of  Sweet  Corn,  Joseph  Lovell,  of  Worcester,    1  00 
Some  doubt  was  entertained  concerning  the  premium  for  the  best 
twelve  tomatoes,  but  it  was  finally  awarded  to  Daniel  Tainter  for 

his  Tilden  Tomatoes,  W.  W.  Cook  being  the  gardener,   1  00 

For  his  fine  lot  Water-melons,  and  his  Muskmelons,  was  deemed  to 

deserve  a  gratuity,  C.  Willard  Hamilton,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

A  gratuity  for  his  excellent  Onions,  Charles  E.  Parker,  of  Worcester,  50 
A  gratuity  for  very  superior  Swedish  Turnips,  George  R.  Peckham, 

of  Worcester,   50 

The  Society  are  under  obligations  of  gratitude  to  many  other  contributors,  but 
it  is  impossible  here,  for  want  of  time  to  particularize  all  of  their  various  degrees 
of  merit.  T.  W.  Wellington  exhibited  thirteen  varieties :  Mrs.  Solomon 
Parsons,  15,  and  Mrs.  A.  C.  Boswell,  15,  all  of  Worcester. 

The  other  contributors  are  Edward  W.  Lincoln,  Worcester ;  Harvey  G. 
Upham,  of  Worcester;  (prolific  hops)  Cyrus  White,  of  Millbury;  » Walter  J. 
Watson,  Charles  A.  Keyes,  and  J.  Henry  Hill,  of  Worcester  ;  F.  R.  Hodgman, 
of  Millbury,  (3  Squashes,  1 20 J  lbs.,  from  one  seed)  J.  Nelsou  Jacobs,  of 
Worcester  5  S.  W.  Howe,  of  Shrewsbury  ;  L.  W.  Merrifield,  of  West  Boylston  ; 
(a  Hubbard  Squash  of  1865)  George  H.  Estabrook,  Mrs.  James  A.  Fuller,  and 
Perry  Thayer,  of  Worcester;  Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury;  Stephen  S.  Foster 
and  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  aged  13,  of  Worcester  ;  Nathan  Stone,  of  Shrews- 
bury ;  Horatio  Slocum,  of  Sandersville  ;  James  T.  Pike  and  George  Weir? 
(Scotch  Kail)  of  Worcester. 

"  The  Club  House  Conserves  Co.,"  having  their  office  at  19  West  St.,  Boston, 
exhibited  cans  of  "  Huckins'  Patent  Improved  Tomato  Soup,"  and  invited  a 
thorough  test.  This  article,  though  in  a  sense  a  manufactured  one,  and  from 
without  the  County,  is  nevertheless  akin  to  the  subjects  in  which  the  Society 
deals,  and  judging  from  the  tests  already  made,  is  undoubtedly  of  intrinsic 
merit,  highly  concentrated,  nutritious  and  wholesome,  and  deserving  the  fame 
it  has  acquired  at  the  Parker  House  in  Boston,  and  among  the  community  at 
large. 

I  have  been  requested  by  a  number  of  this  Committee  to  suggest,  for  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Society  on  a  future  and  suitable  occasion,  the  propriety  of  granting 
some  authority,  if  not  already  existing,  to  issue  medals  or  other  tributes  of 
honor  for  deserving  articles  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  artificially  preserved  for 
household  use. 

If  the  various  garden  esculents  now  so  essentially  useful  in  all  civilized  life, 
could  be  traced  from  their  original  wilding  types,  through  all  their  progress  to 
their  present  highly  improved  state,  the  history  would  be  replete  with  interest, 
and  would  probably  be  found  coincident  with  the  advancing  steps  from  savage 
life  to  the  highest  civilization  reached  by  man. 
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Though  we  cannot  now  engage  in  that  enquiry,  we  may  be  amused  for  a 
moment  in  the  recollection  that  the  great  dramatist  testifies  incidentally  to  the 
gardens  of  the  days  of  "  the  good  Queen  Bess,"  and  enables  us  to  know  some- 
thing of  the  green  groceries  which  blessed  the  house-wives  of  that  age.  Indeed 
the  poet's  cuisine\va,s  well  furnished,  as  Bardolph's  nose  afforded  fire  enough  to 
cook  anything,  though  it  could  be  tempered  down  to  "  do  the  office  of  a  warming- 
pan." 

Leeks,  garlic  and  onions  were  accepted  as  equally  piquant  for  appetite,  and 
ready  terms  to  point  a  jest. 

Bottom  advises  his  "  most  dear  actors  "  at  rehearsal,  to  "  eat  no  onions  nor 
garlic,  for  we  are  to  utter  sweet  breath." 

Lafeu  says,  "  mine  eyes  smell  onions,  I  shall  weep  anon."  Another 
character  slanders  the  fair  saying  : — 

"  And  if  the  boy  have  not  a  woman's  gift 

To  rain  a  shower  of  commanded  tears, 
An  onion  will  do  well  for  such  a  shift ; 

Which  in  a  napkin  being  close  conveyed, 
Shall  in  despite  enforce  a  watery  eye." 

Enobarbus  was  onion-eyed,"  at  the  reverses  of  his  master,  Antony.  The 
dubious  tribute  was  paid  to  a  lover's  eyes,  that  they  were  "green  as  leeks." 

The  Welsh  wore  leeks  in  their  caps  on  Saint  Davy's  day,  as  an  honorable 
badge  of  military  service  in  a  French  war,  and  Henry  5th  was  proud  to  observe 
the  custom.  For  this  custom,  his  Welsh  general  Fluellen,  is  insulted  by  Pistol, 
the  bully,  and  the  latter  comes  to  grief,  being  required  by  Fluellen  to  eat  a  leek 
because  it  is  repulsive.  Fluellen  cudgels  the  rogue  for  sauce,  declares  he  will 
beat  his  pate  four  days,  and  compels  him  to  eat  the  leek,  skin  and  all ;  and 
then  degrades  him  to  a  beggar,  by  forcing  him  to  accept  a  groat  to  heal  his  pate, 
on  pain  of  eating  another  leek,  and  being  cudgelled  again  till  he  is  converted 
into  a  small  wood  merchant. 

Bottom  attributed  to  mustard  an  ironical  virtue  of  patience,  and  observed  to 
master  mustard  seed  that  his  kindred  had  made  his  eyes  water.  To  peas- 
blossom  he  says,  "  1  pray  you  commend  me  to  mistress*  squash,  your  mother, 
and  to  master  peas-cod  your  father." 

Viola  disguised  in  man's  attire  appeared,  h  not  yet  old  enough  for  a  man  nor 
young  enough  for  a  boy ;  as  a  squash  is  before  'tis  a  peas-cod,  or  a  codling 
when  'tis  almost  an  apple." 

A  Yankee  house-wife  would  hardly  use  a  watery  pumpkin,  but  Mistress  Ford 
says,  however  in  another  sense,  "  We'll  use  this  unwholesome  humidity,  this 
gross  watery  pumpion." 

Falstaff  liked  good  cabbage  better  than  good  words  ill  spoken.  He  says,  "  if 
I  have  not  fought  with  fifty  of  them  I  am  a  bunch  of  radish." 

Biondello  tells  the  apochryphal  story  that  he  "  knew  a  wench  married  in  an 
afternoon  as  she  went  to  the  garden  for  parsley  to  stuff  a  rabbit." 

*The  word  squash  signified  an  immature  pod  of  peas. 
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The  garden  was  Almanac  and  Historical  Register  to  Hostess  Quickly,  for 
she  had  known  the  fat  knight  "these  twenty-nine  years,  come  peas-cod  time." 

The  fair  Perdita  offered  marjoram  and  savory  as  fit  for  middle-aged  men. 

Justice  Shullow  was  "  for  all  the  world  like  a  forked  radish  with  a  head 
fantastically  carved  upon  it  with  a  knife ;"  and  sweet  Anne  Page  declared  to 
her  mother  that  she  "  had  rather  be  set  quick  i'  the  earth  and  bowled  to  death 
with  turnips  "  than  to  marry  the  French  Doctor. 

For  the  Committee, 

EDWIN  CONANT. 

September  20,  1866. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN,  Secretary  and  Librarian. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society : 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society,  duly 
convened  for  that  purpose  at  the  room  over  Mr.  Clarendon  Harris'  book  store, 
on  the  13th  day  of  April,  1842 — Dr.  John  Green  of  Worcester,  President  of  the 
Society,  in  the  chair — it  was  voted  "  that  the  act  to  incorporate  Messrs.  John 
Green,  Anthony  Chase,  Frederic  W.  Paine,  George  W.  Richardson,  their 
associates  and  successors,  by  the  name  of  the  1  Worcester  County  Horticultural 
Society,'  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the  :  science  and  encouraging  and 
improving  the  practice  of  Horticulture,"  be  and  is  hereby  accepted.  This  act, 
passed  by  the  General  Court  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  approved  by  His 
Excellency,  John  Davis,  (alarum  et  venerabile  nomen)  an  honored  fellow-citizen 
and  an  original  member,  has  ever  since  endured  as  the  charter  of  our  existence. 
With  what  vicissitudes  of  good  or  evil  fortune,  with  what  alternations  of  fruitful 
or  barren  seasons,  these  twenty-five  years  have  been  replete  ;  it  were  a  waste  of 
time  if  not  otherwise  unprofitable,  to  relate.  Suffice  it  here  to  state  that  upon 
the  13th  day  of  April,  in  the  coming  year,  a  quarter  of  a  century  will  have 
elapsed  since  the  society  assumed  a  corporate  form  and  being.  In  past  years 
the  members  have  been  in  the  habit  of  holding  triennial  festivals.  The 
occurrence  of  flagrant  rebellion  and  the  long  continuance  of  a  fierce  civil  war 
brought  this  custom  into  disuse.  But  it  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Society,  of  whom  almost,  if  not  quite  one-half  of  those  living  have 
acceded  within  the  last  five  years,  whether  it  might  not  conduce  to  the  im- 
mediate benefit  of  all,  to  invite  a  closer  acquaintance  ;  and  to  their  permanent 
welfare,  to  establish  a  more  substantial  monument  of  past  progress.  Our 
advance  for  the  half  decade  just  expired,  sufficiently  justifies  the  former  sug- 
gestion. What  practical  shape  shall  be  given  to  the  latter  remains  to  be 
determined  upon  a  full  consideration  of  the  reasons  hereafter  to  be  adduced. 

And  the  only  feasible  method  within  the  power  of  the  members,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Secretary,  is  to  be  found  in  the  complete  and  speedy  extinction  of  the 
present  debt  of  the  Society.  Wisely  incurred  at  the  outset  for  the  construction 
of  our  hall,  largely  reduced  at  times  by  close  economy  and,  more  than  all,  by  a 
noble  munificence  of  which  we  have  had  frequent  examples  from  the  same 
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source,  it  still  continues,  at  the  expiration  of  fourteen  (14)  years,  to  seriously 
embarrass  our  plans  and  hamper  our  usefulness.  With  an  adequate  rental  for 
the  estate,  which  we  may  anticipate  with  reason  in  the  future,  our  inducements 
to  contributors  would  be  so  great  as  to  "  compel  them  to  come  in."  In  diverse 
and  many  ways  would  it  be  in  our  power  to  incite  to  generous  rivalry  and  to 
stimulate  competition.  If  the  veteran  florist  achieved,  with  customary  facility, 
the  Society's  plate,  not  our  poverty  but  calm  judgment  would  prevent  his 
humbler  disciple  from  gathering  a  proportionate  reward.  Who  shall  say  that 
the  temptation  might  not  prove  sufficient,  however  inadequate  in  itself,  to  foster 
a  habit  and  love  of  research  into  the  illimitable  and  almost  neglected  domain  of 
Nature  wherefrom  a  remedy,  if  not  preventive,  for  the  ravages  of  the  curculio, 
the  coddling  moth,  the  canker  and  currant  worms;  and  latest,  as  worst  of  all, 
that  potato  worm  which  advices  from  the  west  represent  as  advancing  eastward 
at  the  leisurely  rate  of  fifty  (50)  miles  per  annum  ;  may  at  length  be  discerned. 
That  something  must  be  done  in  the  premises  experience  and  reflection  for  the 
last  six  (6)  years  have  fully  convinced  your  Secretary.  Of  what  should  be 
attempted  he  is  equally  persuaded. 

It  is  perhaps  a  bold  recommendation — the  increase  of  debt  as  a  method  of 
relief  from  existing  obligations.  Yet  what  other  issue  of  escape  from  embar- 
rassment remains  to  us,  failing  the  plan  which  was  recently  so  liberally 
inaugurated  and  has  since  been  so  feebly  prosecuted  ?  We  might  dispose  of  our 
Hall,  hire  a  room  for  our  library  and  the  displays  of  flowers  and  fruit  contingent 
and  dependent  upon  its  weekly  opening,  and  use  Mechanics  Hall  for  our  annual 
autumnal  exhibition.  Then  our  revenue — minus  taxation  and  the  cost  of 
official  administration — would  be  exclusively  applicable  to  the  legitimate 
purposes  of  the  Society.  Of  course  the  occupation  of  a  hall,  large  as  is  that  of 
the  Mechanics  Association,  would  exact  of  all  our  members  for  the  success  of 
the  annual  autumnal  exhibition,  their  cordial,  earnest,  and  untiring  co-operation. 
With  that,  it  is  possibly  not  assuming  too  much  to  predict  enhanced  receipts,  a 
more  widely  diffused  interest,  and  a  progessive  development  of  the  principal  of 
that  fund  upon  which  we  should  have  to  depend  for  the  construction  of  our 
future  Horticultural  Hall.  Otherwise,  continuing  as  at  present,  what  remains 
and  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  do  ? 

Our  accommodations,  ample  at  the  time  of  the  erection  of  the  Hall,  perhaps 
adequate  in  a  series  of  very  unfavorable  seasons,  are  yet  entirely  too  limited  for 
a  society  such  as  this  should  be,  and  might  easily  be  made.  The  aggregate 
population  of  the  county,  (for  it  cannot  be  too  constantly  repeated,  even  if  our 
exoteric  members  choose  by  persistent  neglect  to  attempt  its  dis-proof,  that  this 
is  a  county  society,)  may  not  be  perceptibly  increased.  But  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Worcester,  from  whom  our  chief  patronage  is  derived,  whether  in 
receipts  for  admission,  or  dues  of  membership,  have  swollen  from  fifteen 
thousand  (15,000)  to  thirty-five  thousand  (35,000.)  The  recent  large  and 
gratifying  addition  to  our  numbers,  chiefly  of  females,  is  attributable  to  the 
charming  attraction  of  that  very  class  of  contributions  for  which  we  should  be 
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chiefly  indebted,  and  which  yet  add  most  to  our  embaraassment.  For  it  is  no 
exaggeration  to  assert,  that  the  space  occupied  by  flowers  and  plants  in  1866, 
(and  most  richly  was  it  deserved,)  was  two-thirds  larger  than  that  required  by 
any  similar  display  in  previous  years.  Appreciate  then  your  condition,  if, 
besides  the  superb  floral  display  of  the  current  autumn,  we  had  been  compelled 
to  find  room  for  the  apples,  grapes,  pears  and  vegetables  of  lormer  years,  not 
to  speak  of  peaches  and  plums,  for  which  we  vainly  look,  but  which  as  surely  as 
that  u  seed  time  and  harvest  shall  not  fail,"  will  yet  re-appear. 

The  table  appended  will  repay  scrutiny,  for  it  shows  that  the  entries  were, 

1860.  1865.  1866. 


Apples,   925  262 

Grapes,   181  92 

Pears,   973  445 

Vegetables,   492  296 


Or,  in  plain  words,  if  simply  the  apples  and  pears  of  i860,  and  the  grapes 
and  vegetables  of  1865,  had  been  equalled  in  1866,  as,  by  the  concurrence  of 
propitious  seasons,  may  be  the  case  even  in  the  ensuing  year,  we  should  be 
constrained,  allowing  space  for  the  flowers  and  plants  of  the  late  autumnal 
exhibition,  to  accommodate  upon  our  tables  two  thousand  five  hundred  and 
seventy-one  (2571)  plates  in  lieu  of  one  thousand  and  ninety-five  (1095.)  It 
was  once  said  of  our  city,  when  judicial  vacancies  were  so  frequent  as  almost 
to  go  begging,  that  "  Worcester  was  equal  to  the  emergency."  Doubtless,  in 
the  case  supposed,  the  committee  of  arrangements  would  do  much  that  is 
usually  impossible.  But  might  they  not  also  exclaim,  in  heaviness  of  heart, 
with  a  late  deceased  President  of  the  Republic,  "  My  sufferings  is  intolerable." 
To  your  Secretary  the  statement  carries  its  own  commentary.  But,  when  to  it 
we  add  the  prospective  and  possible  growth  of  Worcester,  never  increasing  more 
rapidly  ;  the  partial  defects  in  our  present  edifice,  to  which  particular  allusion 
is  not  more  expedient  than  necessary,  but  of  which  the  frequent  and  inevitable 
consequence  should  appear  in  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer ;  our  unfortunate 
and  insecure  proximity  to  a  theatre  ;  and  the  fact  that  no  enlargement  of  the 
present  building  is  practicable  without  an  additional  outlay  for  land  ;  are  we  not 
justified  in  looking  around  to  see  wherein  our  condition  can  be  improved? 
There  can  be  no  dispute  that  the  purchase  of  the  present  limited  location  was 
wise,  in  the  infancy  of  the  Society.  There  is  grave  question  whether  its  perma- 
nent retention  can  be  made  desirable.  But  there  is  least  question  of  all  in  the 
mind  of  your  Secretary,  that  the  taste  which  we  especially  seek  to  develope  and 
the  interest  and  co-operation  that  ought  above  all  to  be  attracted,  are  not  to 
be  found  now,  as  they  assuredly  will  not  be  in  the  future,  commorant  upon  that 
one  of  the  streets  of  Worcester  which,  above  all  others,  is  best  fitted  for  whole- 
sale traffic. 

We  assume  and  profess  to  the  community  our  ability  to  provide  adequately 
for  the  contributions  of  all,  not  only  who  are  now,  but  of  those  who  may 
become  members.    Is  it  not  our  imperative  duty,  then,  to  look  to  the  possible 
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requirements  of  the  future  ?  In  at  least  two  of  the  six  years  since  your  Secre- 
tary has  held  office,  (and  in  one  of  the  six  there  was  no  exhibition,)  when  the 
crop  of  apples  and  pears  was  only  moderate,  at  least  one-half  of  his  own  limited 
room  was  exacted  for  the  display  of  specimens,  for  which  purpose  it  cannot  be 
spared  and  is  besides  utterly  unfit.  And  there  were  no  plants,  of  consequence, 
to  demand  such  ample  space  and  verge.  At  the  late  annual  exhibition,  three 
separate  individuals  offered  to  fill  with  cut  flowers  every  stand  in  our  possession. 
If  we  had  owned  the  additional  forty  stands  where  could  they  have  been  placed. 
Ladies  from  abroad  were  obliged  to  return  home  with  their  flowers  because  there 
were  no  stands  left  in  which  to  display  them.  Others  from  the  city  could  not 
obtain  a  moiety  even  of  what  they  wished.  And,  to  follow  an  illustrious 
example  and  "  swing  around  the  circle,"  there  would  be  no  space  available  for 
them  if  procured.  Shall  we  be  faithful  to  our  trust,  if  we  fail  to  take  timely 
warning  from  the  experience  of  the  past?  Your  Secretary,  to  whose  notice 
this  subject  is  continually,  and  often  unpleasantly,  presented,  has  felt  that  he 
should  not  discharge  the  obligations  resting  upon  him  did  he  not  invoke  for  it 
your  seasonable  and  earnest  consideration. 

The  Library  is  in  good  condition,  and,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  customary 
comparative  statement,  has  been  very  generally  used.  This  increase  of  readers 
is  one  of  the  most  encouraging  signs  of  continued  interest  in  the  aims  of  the 
Society.  The  attention  of  those  who  consult  these  volumes  is  more  closely 
attracted,  their  knowledge  becomes  enlarged,  and  the  bread  thus  cast  upon  the 
waters  re-appears,  after  many  days,  upon  our  tables.  The  whole  number  of 
volumes  taken  out,  without  reckoning  those  consulted  in  the  library  room,  when 


open,  was  as  follows  : — 

In  1860,   72  volumes. 

In  1861,   64  " 

[At  this  date  the  library  was  removed  to  its  present  quarters.] 

In  1862,   114  " 

In  1863,   133  « 

In  1864,   179  " 

Jan.  1st,  1865,  to  Nov.  1st,  1865,   318  " 

Nov.  1st,  1865,  to  Oct.  31st,  1866,   387  " 

[In  1865  there  was  an  alteration  of  the  official  year.] 


During  the  past  year  the  liberality  of  our  friends  has  placed  us  under  weighty 
obligations.  A  most  valuable  donation  is  that  of  Hon.  Andrew  H.  Green,  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  comprising  the  2d,  4th,  and  9th  Reports  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Central  Park,  quorum  magna  pars  est,  accompanied  by  a  promise 
of  the  numbers  still  deficient,  should  it  be  possible  to  procure  them.  Their 
value  to  a  society  like  this  is  obvious  upon  the  most  cursory  inspection.  We 
are  also  indebted  to  our  esteemed  ex-president,  George  Jaques,  for  all  the  copies 
that  he  still  retained  of  his  original  issue  of  the  "Transactions  "  of  this  Society. 
By  this  generosity  it  is  rendered  possible  to  bind  together  the  separate  series 
into  a  complete  whole,  thereby  supplying  a  connected  history  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Society  from  its  early  organization  to  the  present  day. 
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The  Librarian  desires,  however,  to  invite  your  particular  notice  to  the 
magnificent  donation,  by  the  late  "  Worcester  Agricultural  Library  Associa- 
tion "  of  this  city,  of  the  whole  of  their  fine  collection  of  books  upon  agriculture 
and  its  kindred  pursuits.  For  various  reasons,  needless  to  be  recited  here,  it 
became  imperative,  as  it  had  long  been  desirable,  to  select  some  place  of  deposit 
for  these  volumes,  which,  while  it  afforded  security,  should  at  the  same  time 
leave  them  accessible  for  consultation.  For  this  purpose,  Horticultural 
Hall  was  considered  admirably  adapted,  at  least  so  long  as  used  for  its  present 
purposes.  Your  Librarian  cheerfully  consented  to  assume  any  additional  labor 
that  the  acceptance  of  this  gift  might  impose,  in  consideration  of  the  enhanced 
importance  thus  given  to  our  existing  collection.  For  it  so  happens  that, 
although  treating  upon  closely-related  branches  of  the  same  science — for  Horti- 
culture is,  at  the  most,  but  an  off-shoot  of  what  should  in  strictness  be  termed 
Terrceculture — yet  the  two  libraries,  when  united,  are  found  to  contain  but  few 
duplicates,  forming,  in  lact,  perfect  complements  of  each  other.  Many  of  the 
works  in  this  last  edition  are  of  exceeding  value,  among  which  may  be  particu- 
larly mentioned,  "  The  London  Quarterly  Journal  of  Agriculture,"  in  19  vols., 
and  "  The  Prize  Essays  and  Transactions  of  the  Highland  Agricultural  Society 
of  Scotland,"  in  14  vols.  The  entire  collection  comprises  one  hundred  and 
ninety-six  (196)  volumes,  as  per  printed  catalogue,  many  elegantly,  and  all 
substantially  bound  : 


Allen's  American  Farm  Book. 

"       Diseases  of  Domestic  Animals. 
"       Treatise    on    Cultivation   of  the 
Grape. 

Allen's  Rural  Architecture. 
Annual  of  Scientific  Discovery,  by  D.  A. 
Wells. 

Agricultural  Reports  of  Massachusetts — 
(gratis.) 

American  Angler's  Guide  (illustrated.) 

A  Tour  round  my  Garden. 

Albany  Cultivator,  4  vols. 

Brown's  Field  Book  of  Manures.  (D) 

Buel's  Farmer's  Companion. 

Buist's  Family  Kitchen  Gardener. 

Blake's  Farmer  at  Home. 

Breck's  Book  of  Flowers, 

Barry's  Fruit  Garden. 

Bridgeman's  Young  Gardener's  Assistant. 

Bridgeman's  Fruit  Cultivator's  Manual. 

Bigelow's  Useful  Arts,  in  connection  with 
the  Application  of  Science,  2  vols. 

Boussingault's  Rural  Economy. 

Bement's  Poulterer's  Companion. 

Buchanan  on  Grape  and  Strawberry  Cul- 
ture. 

Buist's  Flower  Garden  Directory. 
Blake's  Agriculture  for  Schools. 
Baucher  on  Breaking  and  Training  Horses. 
Butler's  Philosophy  of  the  Weather. 
Brown's  American  Bird  Fancier. 
Brocklesby's   Views  of   the  Microscopic 

World  (illustrated.) 
Cole's  American  Fruit  Book. 


Cole's  American  Veterinarian. 

Chorlton's  Grape  Grower's  Guide. 

Coleman's  European  Agriculture,  2  vols. 

Cooley's  Book  of  Useful  Knowledge,  con- 
taining 600(TPractical  Receipts. 

Cleaveland's  Village  and  Farm  Buildings. 

Comstock's  Mineralogy. 

Dadd's  American  Cattle  Doctor.  (D) 
"      Modern  Horse  Doctor. 

Dadd's  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the 
Horse. 

Dana's  Muck  Manual.  (D) 

Downing's  Fruit  and  Fruit  Trees  (new 
edition.)  (D) 

Downing's  Landscape  Gardening. 

Downing's  Cottage  Residences. 

Downing's  Country  Houses. 

Downing's  Rural  Essays. 

Dixon  &  Kerr's  Poultry  Book. 

Elliott's  Fruit  Grower's  Guide. 

Eastwood  on  Cranberry  Culture. 

Emerson's  Trees  and  Shrubs  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

Ewbank's  Hydraulics  and  Mechanics. 
European  Life  and  Manners  (by  Coleman) 
2  vols. 

Fessenden's  Complete  Farmer  and  Gar- 
dener. 

Farmer's  Land  Measurer. 

Farmer's  Barn  Book. 

Farmer's  Every  Day  Book. 

Flint's  Treatise  on  Grasses  and  Forage 

Plants. 
Fitch's  Treatise  on  Insects. 
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Guenon's  Treatise  on  Milch  Cows. 
Gray's  Botanical  Text  Book. 
Gardening  for  Ladies,  by  Mrs.  Loudon. 
Gardner's  Farmers'  Dictionary. 
Gray's  Agricultural  and  Literary  Essays. 
Gray's  Manual  of  Botany  (new  edition, 

illustrated.) 
How  to  choose  a  good  Milch  Cow. 
Hitchcock's  Elements  of  Geology. 
Hovey's  Magazine  of  Horticulture,  vols. 

1  &  2. 

Hind's  Farriery  and  Stud  Book. 

Hooker's  Icones  Plantarum,  (4  vols.) 

Industry  of  Massachusetts — (gratis.) 

Johnston's  Elements  of  Agricultural  Chem- 
istry and  Geology. 

Johnston's  Chemistry  of  Common  Life,  2 
vols. 

Johnston's  Lectures  on  Agricultural  Chem- 
istry. 

Johnston's  Notes  on  North  America,  2  vols. 
Johnston's  Instructions  for  the  Analysis  of 
Soils. 

Jaques'  Practical  Treatise  on  Fruits. 
Knowledge  is  Power,  &c,  by  Chas.  Knight. 
Kollar  on  Insects. 

Kirby  &  Spence's  Entomology  (new  edi- 
tion.) 

Leuchars  on  Hot-houses,  Graperies,  &c. 
Linsley's  History  of  Morgan  Horses. 
Liebig's  Complete  Works. 
Lindley's  Horticulture,  by  Downing. 
Loudon's    Encyclopedia    of  Agriculture 
(half  calf.) 

Low's    Domesticated   Animals   of  Great 

Britain. 
Lyell's  Elements  of  Geology. 
Lyell's  Principles  of  Geology. 
Lardner's  Lectures  on  Science  and  Art,  2 

vols. 

Lincoln's  Botany. 

Langstroth  on  the  Honey  Bee  (new  edition, 

illustrated.) 
Loudon's  Encyclopedia  of  Gardening  (half 

calf.) 

London  Quarterly  Journal  of  Agriculture 
half  calf,  uniform  with  Prize  Essays, 
19  vols. 

Loudon's  Encyclodedia  of  Plants  (half 
calf.) 

Mann's  Practical  Land  Drainer. 

Miles  on  the  Horse's  Foot  and  How  to 
Keep  it  Sound. 

Mason's  Farrier  and  Stud  Book. 

Miner's  Bee-keeper's  Manual. 

Mechanics'  Own  Book. 

Nash's  Progressive  Farmer.  (D) 

Neill's  Fruit,  Flower,  and  Vegetable  Gar- 
dener's Companion. 

fiST*  (D)  signifies  duplicate. 


Nefflin's  Method  of  Increasing  the  Yield  of 
Milch  Cows. 

Natural  History  of  Insects,  by  Professor 
Rennie,  2  vols. 

Norton's  Scientific  and  Practical  Agricul- 
ture. 

Porter's  Chemistry  and  its  application  to 

Agricultuie  and  the  Arts. 
Pardee  on  Strawberry  Culture. 
Parsons  on  the  Rose. 

Principles  of  Zoology,  by  Agassiz  &  Gould. 
Prize  Essays,  and   Transactions   of  the 

Highland  and  Agricultural  Society  of 

Scotland  (half  calf,  14  vols.) 
Quinby's  Mysteries  of  Bee-keeping. 
Rodgers'  Scientific  Agriculture. 
Reemelin's  Vine  Dresser's  Manual. 
Rural  Homes,  by  G.  Wheeler. 
Rural  Poetry  of  the  English  Language. 
Robbins'  Produce  Reckoner. 
Stewart's  Stable  Book. 
Stockhardt's  Chemical  Field  Lectures. 
Stockhardt's  Principles  of  Chemistry. 
Smith's  Landscape  Gardening. 
Stephens'  Farmers'  Guide,  with  notes  by 

Professor  Norton,  (450  illustrations;  2 

vols. 

Saxton's  Rural  Hand-books,  4  vols. 
Schenck's  Gardeners'  Text-book. 
Studies  in  the  Field  and  Forest,  by  W. 
Flagg. 

Sorgho  and  Imphee,  the  New  Sugar  Canes. 
Thomas's  Farm  Implements. 
Thompson  on  the  Food  of  Animals. 
Thomas's  Fruit  Culturist. 
The  Shepherd's  Own  Book. 
Thaer's  Principles  of  Practical  Agriculture. 
The  American  Farmer's  Encyclopedia. 
The  Ladies'  Guide,  or  the  Skilful  House- 
wife. 

The  Farm  and  Fireside,  (J.  L.  Blake.) 

The  American  Farmer's  New  and  Universal 
Hand-book  (300  engravings.) 

The  American  Sportsman,  containing  the 
Habits  of  the  Game  Birds  and  Wild 
Fowl  of  America  (300  illustrations.) 

Ures'  Dictionary  of  Arts,  Manufactures, 
and  Mines,  2  vols. 

Waring's  Elements  of  Agriculture, 

Wheeler's  Homes  for  the  People. 

Wells'  Year  Book  of  Agriculture. 

Wood's  Illustrated  Natural  History. 

Wells'  Familiar  Science  (illustrated.) 

Youman's  Hand-book  of  Household  Sci- 
ence (illustrated.) 

Youatt  on  the  Hog. 

Youatt  on  the  Horse. 

Youatt  &  Martin  on  Cattle.  (D) 
Youatt  on  the  Dog  (30  illustrations.) 
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A  catalogue  is  appended  of  the  additions  to  the  Horticultural  Library  proper, 
whether  accruing  from  donation  or  purchase  : — 

Transactions  of  the  Indiana  Horticultural  Society,  1865  ;  from  I.  D.  G.  Nelson,  Presi- 
dent ;  pamph. 

Transactions  of  the  Illinois  Horticultural  Society,  1865  ;  from  W.  C.  Flagg,  Cor.  Sec; 
pamph. 

Transactions  of  the  Worcester  Co.  Agricultural  Society,  1865 ;  C.  M,  Miles,  Sec.  ; 
pamph. 

Fuller's  Grape  Culturist ;  12mo.  duplicate;  soc. 

Commerce  and  Navigation  of  U.  S.  for  1862,  1863,  1864;  1  vol.  8vo.  each ;  from  Hon. 
J.  D.  Baldwin. 

Finance  Report  for  1864;  1  vol.  8vo.;  Hon.  J.  D.  Baldwin. 
Report  of  Commissioners  of  Int.  Rev.  :  1  vol.  8vo. ;  Hon.  J.  D.  Baldwin. 
Report  of  Smithsonian  Institute  for  1863  and  1864;  ]  vol.  8vo.  each;  Hon.  J.  D, 
Baldwin. 

Report  of  Com.  of  Agriculture  ;  1  vol.  8vo.  (quintupled)  ;  Hon.  J.  D.  Baldwin. 

Rivers'  Miniature  Fruit  Garden  ;  1  vol.  8vo. ;  soc. 

Hovey's  Magazine — Vol.  31,  1865  ;  1  vol.  8vo. ;  soc. 

Horticulturist—  "    20,    "    '      "       "  soc. 

Gardener's  Monthly — "      7,    "  "       "  soc. 

Country  Gentleman — Vols.  25  and  26,  1865  ;  1  vol.  quarto  ;  soc. 

American  Agriculturist — Vol.  24,  1865  ;  1  vol.  quarto  ;  soc. 

Woodward's  Country  Homes;  1  vol.  12mo. ;  soc. 

"         Graperies,  "        "  " 

Country  Life,  by  R.  M.  Copeland  ;  1  vol  8vo. ;  soc. 
Indian  Corn,  by  Edw.  Enfield,  "       "  " 

Book  of  Roses,  by  Francis  Parkman ;  1  vol.  8vo. 
Cultivation  of  the  Grape,  by  W.  C.  Strong;  1  vol.  8vo.  ;  society. 
Garden  Flowers,  by  Ed.  S.  Rand,  Jr. ;  1  vol.  8vo.  ;  society. 
High  Farming  without  Manure,  by  M.  Ville  ;  pamph. ;  soc. 
Rural  Register,  1864-5-6  ;  1  vol.  12ino. ;  soc. 
Working  Farmer,  1865,  vol.  17  ;  soc. 

New  Book  of  Flowers,  by  Joseph  Breck,  1866  ;  1  vol.  8vo.;  soc. 

The  Farm,  revised  edition,  1866,  by  D.  H.  Jaques  ;  1  vol.  12mo. ;  society. 

Domestic  Animals,  1866,  by  D.  H.  Jaques  ;  1  vol.  12mo.;  society. 

The  Garden,  1866,  by  D.  H.  Jaques,  1  vol.  12mo. ;  society. 

The  Native  Grape,  its  Cultivation,  Wine,  &c,  by  George  Husmann,  1866;  1  vol.  12mo  ; 
society. 

Florist  and  Pomologist,  London ;  1  vol.  8vo. ;  society. 
Journal  of  Horticulture,  London,  vol.  8  ;  1  vol.  8vo. ;  society. 
u  a  .<  tt  9       u       <<  u 

Second  Annual  Report  of  Committee  of  New  York  Central  Park;  pamphlet,  8vo.;  Hon. 

Andrew  H.  Green. 
Fourth  do. 
Ninth  do. 

New  England  Farmer  (old),  vols.  1,  2,  5,  8,  9,  10,  13,  15;  quarto,  bd.  from  F.  W.  Paine. 
Ohio  Agricultural  Report,  8vo.  2d  series,  1864;  from  Jas.  A.  Smith. 
Rural  Annual,  1864-5-6;  1vol.  12mo.  ;  society. 

Transactions  of  the  Alton  (111.)  Horticultural  Society,  from  1853  to  1864;  pamphlet, 
12mo. ;  from  W.  C.  Flagg,  Secretary. 

As  will  be  observed,  the  Society  is  under  especial  obligations  to  Hon.  John 
D.  Baldwin  for  many  valuable  works,  which  find  their  appropriate  place  upon 
our  shelves. 

From  our  Treasurer,  F.  W.  Paine,  Esq.,  we  have  received  eight  (8)  odd 
volumes  of  the  (old)  New  England  Farmer.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  have 
not  a  complete  series  of  this  publication,  to  which  many  modern  writers  are  in- 
debted for  their  whole  stock  of  ideas,  and  which  has  never  been  surpassed,  if 
even  equalled,  in  its  peculiar  field. 


26 


WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY.  [1866. 


The  Premiums  that  have  been  offered  at  the  Summer  Exhibitions  of  the 
Society  have  been  paid,  when  claimed,  out  of  a  fund  contributed  by  a  number 
of  public-spirited  members.  It  was  not  anticipated  that  the  entire  sum, 
amounting  to  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($150.00)  would  exceed  the 
demands  of  a  couple  of  seasons.  But,  by  judicious  management,  and  still 
more,  by  the  generosity  of  contributors  to  the  exhibitions,  who  either  declined  to 
take  their  premiums,  or  applied  them  to  defray  the  admission  fee  of  their 
friends,  it  has  been  possible  to  protract  the  system  of  pecuniary  encouragement 
throughout  four  (4)  successive  years.  The  fund  is  now  exhausted.  It  there- 
fore devolves  upon  the  Society  to  determine  whether  an  attempt  shall  be  made 
to  continue  the  Summer  Exhibitions  without  the  stimulus  of  monetary  induce- 
ments, the  fate  of  which  attempts  can  safely  be  predicted  ;  or  whether  these 
exhibitions  themselves  shall  be  abandoned,  thereby  incurring  a  serious  risk  of 
perilling  all  the  advantage  heretofore  derived  from  an  ability  to  command  that 
constant  attention  of  the  public  which  is  indispensable  to  candidates  for  the 
popular  favor.  Of  course,  resort  can  be  had  to  the  treasury  of  the  Society,  if  it 
is  deemed  expedient  to  subject  it  to  new  burdens,  as,  perhaps,  in  this  case,  it 
may  be.  Some  decision,  however,  is  required,  that  proper  action  may  be  taken 
at  the  right  season. 

Among  the  matters  of  minor  importance  that  demand  your  attention,  with  a 
view  to  their  remedy  before  another  general  exhibition,  the  most  urgent  by  far 
is  the  provision  of  suitable  bottles  or  vials  for  the  arrangement  and  display  of 
cut  flowers — of  a  much  larger  supply  of  them — and,  also,  of  an  ample  number 
of  stands  on  which  they  may  be  disposed.  The  late  lamented  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements  was  painfully  alive  to  this  deficiency.  Our  present 
vials  are  almost  worthless,  besides  being  utterly  insufficient  for  any  but  the  most 
ordinary  occasions. 

The  supply  of  plates  for  the  array  of  fruit  is  equally  inadequate.  Every  year 
we  are  compellod  to  hire  a  large  lot  of  crockery,  paying  a  high  rate  for  its  use, 
and  incurring  all  the  risk  of  fracture  and  loss.  Most  of  the  plates  in  our  pos- 
session are  too  small,  holding  conveniently  about  four  Seckel  pears.  For  this 
reason  they  are  seldom  or  never  used.  The  Society  may  elect  to  hire,  rather 
than  to  own,  the  necessary  table  furniture.  If  not,  and  a  new  assortment  shall 
be  procured,  which  cannot  be  greatly  in  advance  of  the  necessity  for  it,  it  should 
be  an  absolute  condition  that  the  form  should  be  quadrilateral  or  oblong.  Much 
tabular  space  will  thus  be  saved,  which  is  now  wasted  by  the  present  invariable 
circular  shape. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  Society  who  have 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  conduct  of  the  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibitions, 
are  clear  in  the  conviction  that  some  method  must  be  devised  and  enforced  of 
distinguishing  members  from  those  who  are  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  enjoy  that 
privilege.  The  number  upon  our  roll  is  altogether  too  large  for  any  person* 
beholding  them  but  once  in  the  year,  to  be  able  to  discriminate  between  the 
true  and  the  false — the  genuine  and  the  impostor.    To  send  a  ticket  of  admis- 
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sion  to  each  member  would  cost  more  in  postage  than  the  probable  amount  of 
saving.  Members  might  be  required  to  produce  their  certificates  at  the  door ; 
but,  in  that  case,  there  would  be  sure  dissatisfaction  among  those  who  had 
wholly  lost  them  or  who  had  forgotten  to  bring  them.  Besides  which,  it  is 
probable  that  a  majority  of  the  recent  certificates  would  have  to  be  re-issued  in 
a  reduced  form,  as  their  present  size  is  too  great  for  convenient  carriage.  That 
something  should  be  done  cannot  be  doubted.  What  ?  is  the  problem  that 
puzzles  the  Committee  of  Arrangements. 

A  material  saving  to  the  Society  might  be  realized  would  members  but  take 
the  slight  trouble,  at  the  close  of  each  Exhibition,  to  preserve  the  cards  im- 
printed with  their  names.  This  style  of  card  was  originally  adopted  to  avoid  as 
much  as  possible  the  expense  of  extra  clerical  aid.  If  that  object  fails  of  attain- 
ment, it  may  well  be  that  the  method  whereby  its  accomplishment  was  sought 
should  cease  to  meet  with  favor. 

The  session  of  the  American  Pomological  Congress,  which  was  summoned 
to  meet  in  St.  Louis  during  the  current  autumn,  has  been  postponed  to  the  fall 
of  18G7.  By  the  terms  of  the  call,  this  Society,  in  common  with  others,  is  in- 
vited to  send  delegates  to  the  congress.  Each  local  organization  is  also 
requested  to  furnish  a  list  of  those  varieties  of  fruit  which  have  been  approved 
as  most  worthy  of  cultivation  in  that  particular  vicinage.  Should  you  desire  to 
be  represented,  your  instructions  to  that  effect  will  doubtless  meet  with  the 
ready  acquiescence  of  your  Trustees. 

The  "  Transactions  of  the  Society  "  from  1848  to  1851  inclusive,  and  also  from 
1865,  have  been  published  under  your  vote,  passed  at  the  annual  exhibition  in 
1865.  As  to  the  policy  and  utility  of  this  and  the  previous  issue,  nothing  re- 
mains to  be  added  to  the  able  and  lucid  explanation  in  the  recent  annual 
address  of  the  President.  It  is  greatly  to  be  desired,  however,  that  some  more 
effective  and  thorough  method  of  distribution  be  devised. 

Our  obligations  to  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  during  the  past  year  have 
been  onerous  as  usual.  A  few  bags  of  winter  wheat  for  seed  arrived  in 
December,  and  two  packages  of  vegetable  seeds  on  the  17th  of  January  Not 
even  a  copy  of  his  Annual  Report  has  been  vouchsafed  by  him.  In  fact,  since 
his  grand  discovery  of  the  principle  of  gravitation,  the  labors  of  the  Commis- 
sioner appear  to  have  been  aimless  and  of  little  general  utility.  It  is  true  that 
there  are  some  who  deny  the  identity  of  the  Commissioner  with  the  illustrious 
philosopher  who  commands  the  admiration  of  mankind.  But  there  have  been 
skeptics  in  all  ages,  and  the  breed  is  not  yet  extinct.  Nature  could  not  produce 
two  Isaac  Newtons  ! 

"  Nature  despairing  e'er  to  make  the  like," 

Brake  suddenly  the  mould  in  which  'twas  fashioned." 

Were  there  any  lingering  doubt  of  this  identity  in  your  minds,  it  would  be 
simply  necessary  to  remind  you,  as  pomologists,  that  Isaac  Newton  is  Com- 
missioner of  Agriculture,  and  that  it  was  by  meditation  upon  the  fall  of  an 
apple  that  he  evolved  his  theory  of  gravitation. 
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A  valuable  and  quite  extensive  assortment  of  vegetable  seeds  was  seasonably 
received  from  Hon.  John  D.  Baldwin,  and  widely  distributed  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  society.  Should  new  or  choice  varieties  be  discovered  among  these, 
it  is  hoped  that  information  of  the  fact  will  be  communicated  to  the  Secretary. 
It  is  believed  that  the  Newington  Wonder  Bean  may  fairly  claim  a  high  rank 
in  its  own  class,  although  the  experience  of  another  year  should  be  awaited 
before  a  positive  decision. 

By  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  sub- 
sequent to  the  last  annual  meeting,  your  Secretary  was  informed  that  ten  (10) 
copies  of  "  Harris  on  Insects"  would  be  subject  to  the  disposition  of  the  society, 
to  be  awarded  as  premiums.  Such  awards  have  been  made  and  the  volumes  are 
received  and  will  be  distributed  in  accordance  with  your  order. 

Several  years  have  now  elapsed  since,  by  authority  of  the  trustees,  public 
notice  was  given  that  a  gentleman  of  the  city  of  Worcester  had  empowered  the 
Worcester  Horticultural  Society  to  offer  a  premium  of  $30  for  the  best  essay 
upon  shade  and  fruit  trees — the  most  valuable  kinds  and  the  most  suitable  for 
culture.  A  widely  extended  circulation  was  given  to  this  offer.  Quite  a  num- 
ber of  essays  were  received  in  response,  which  were  delivered  to  a  committee, 
suggested  by  the  liberal  donor,  consisting  of  Samuel  F.  Haven,  Esq.,  Hons. 
J.  Milton  Earle,  and  D.  Waldo  Lincoln.  From  that  time  to  this  the  commit- 
tee have  given  but  an  ''uncertain  sound."  It  is  understood  that  no  award  was 
made,  no  one  of  the  essays  precisely  meeting  the  requisitions  of  the  donor  in 
his  original  proposition.  But  it  would  seem  that  the  competitors  are  at  least 
entitled  to  know  what  was  the  decision,  if  any.  Certainly  the  society  owes 
something  to  its  own  good  name,  having  held  out  inducements,  far  and  near, 
through  its  officers,  which  those  ignorant  of  the  facts,  may  wrongly  imagine  that 
it  now  desires  to  disclaim  or  repudiate. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  general  court,  a  proposition  was  introduced  to  pur- 
chase a  number  of  copies  of  a  work  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Samuels,  upon  the  u  Birds  of 
Massachusetts,"  for  distribution,  through  the  agency  of  the  agricultural  and 
horticultural  societies  of  the  commonwealth.  Of  the  value  of  that  particular 
work  your  Secretary  entertains  no  individual  or  precise  estimate.  But  he  can- 
not too  strongly  express  his  conviction  of  the  imperative  necessity  for  the  diffu- 
sion, throughout  the  community,  of  a  more  correct  and  exact  knowledge  of  the 
character  and  habits  of  our  birds.  Anything — it  matters  little  what — that  will 
thoroughly  cure  the  existing  sickly  sentimentality  about  the  American  robin. 
Your  Secretary,  in  vindication  of  his  position  heretofore  assumed,  has  spent 
much  time,  and  lost  some  Christian  grace  that  he  could  illy  spare,  in  watching 
this  feathered  nuisance.  In  the  absence  of  strawberries  with  which  to  tickle  its 
dainty  palate,  it  gorged  itself  upon  cherries.  When  that  fruit,  so  rare  and  un- 
wonted, was  gone,  the  black-cap  raspberry  was  not  disdained.  But  to  measure 
the  full  capacity  of  an  appetite  almost  insatiate,  the  despairing  cultivator  must 
observe  its  ravages  among  pears.  Nothing  less  than  the  Bartlett,  Belle  Lucra- 
tive, and  Seckel  will  serve  its  fastidious  taste.  The  fabled  rush  of  the  Harpies 
to  their  gluttonous  feasts  was  as  nothing  compared  to  the  flocking  of  these  birds 
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of  ill-omen  to  their  pomological  banquet.  Remaining  with  us  so  long  as  any- 
thing was  left  upon  our  trees,  they  have  now  migrated,  well-fattened  and  plump, 
to  stuff  the  pot-pies  of  a  wiser  people. 

"Donee  lassata,  necdum  satiata,  recessit." 

It  is  urged  that,  at  times — before  fruit  is  ripe  enough  for  their  excellencies — 
this  robin  of  ours  eats  a  few  earthworms.  Possibly  he  may,  if  the  ground  is 
previously  dug  up  for  him  ;  for  he  is  too  proud  to  work,  and  to  scratch  he  is 
ashamed.  But  the  poor  worm  is  harmless,  and,  therefore,  to  ensure  his  de- 
struction, this  worse  than  useless  pest  is  protected  by  law  !  Let  us  pray,  if  we 
have  no  other  resource,  that  he  may  die  of  a  surfeit ! 

If  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  continued  prosperity  to  the  Society  in  its 
corporate  capacity,  it  has  afforded  but  chequered  success  to  the  members  in 
their  character  of  pomologists.  The  sudden  and  extreme  changes  of  tempera- 
ture which  distinguish  our  climate  were  never  more  marked  than  during  the  last 
winter.  The  secretary  finds,  upon  reference  to  his  diary,  the  following  entry, 
under  date  of  January  9th  : 

"  This  A.  M.j  at  9  o'clock,  closed  a  period  of  intense  cold,  during  which,  for  120 
hours,  i.  e.,  from  Friday,  the  5th  inst.,  until  now,  the  mercury  in  the  thermometer  has 
nowhere,  and  at  no  time,  not  even  in  the  sun  at  meridian,  indicated  so  high  a  tempera- 
ture as  10  deg.  above  0." 

And  again,  under  date  of  January  15th  : 

"  The  extremes  of  temperature  are  most  remarkable  and  trying.  On  the  morning  of 
Monday,  the  8th  inst.,  the  mercury  indicated  18  deg.  below  0.  On  Saturday,  the  13th, 
at  12  o'clock,  meridian,  it  marked  60  deg.  above  0,  a  change  of  nearly  80  deg.  And  on 
Monday,  the  13th,  it  had  again  fallen  to  2  deg.  below  0." 

And  all  this  time,  as  throughout  almost  the  entire  winter,  the  ground  was 
bare  of  snow,  and  left  exposed  to  the  influences  of  alternate  frost  and  thaw. 
Heavy  rains  from  the  south  prevailed  throughout  the  whole  of  February,  while 
March  was  unusually  blustering  and  cold,  even  for  that  most  disagreeable  month. 
It  is  no  wonder,  then,  that  the  buds  of  the  peach  were  blasted,  and  even  the  hardy 
strawberry  succumbed.  Of  this  latter  delicious  fruit,  which  adds  so  much  of 
beauty,  fragrance,  and  relish  to  our  summer  exhibitions,  the  yield  has  been 
most  meagre.  Few  of  our  members  had  any  for  their  own  use,  still  less  for  our 
tables  or  the  market.  Attention  has  been  called,  by  the  popular  press,  to  the 
fact  that  some  beds  were  prolific  which  had  been  carefully  covered.  But  this 
argument  would  prove  too  much,  since,  if  protection  alone  is  essential  to  the 
vitality  of  the  strawberry  plant,  why  should  it  not  retain  its  virtue  in  an  cases  ? 
And  yet  it  is  matter  of  notoriety  that  it  failed  in  the  great  majority.  Is  it  not 
more  likely  that  the  causes  of  fatality  are  to  be  sought  in  the  excessive  drought 
of  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1865,  which  first  parched  a  plant  so  excessively 
fond  of  moisture  ;  and  in  the  singular  absence  of  snow,  by  which  it  was  left  des- 
titute of  its  closest,  moistest,  and  most  effectual  winter  covering.  A  confirma- 
tion of  this  theory — that  it  is  the  character  of  the  covering,  rather  than  the 
covering  at  all,  which  is  important — may  perhaps  be  deduced  from  the  fact, 
within  the  personal  knowledge  of  your  Secretary,  that  of  two  (2)  plantations  of 
raspberries,  one  covered  by  pine  boughs,  and  another,  but  a  few  yards  distant, 
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and  in  a  bleaker  position,  but  protected  by  earth,  the  canes  of  the  former  were 
killed  to  the  ground,  while  those  of  the  latter  were  never  raised  in  better  con- 
dition or  proved  themselves  more  abundantly  fruitful. 

And  of  the  last-named  fruit — the  Raspberry — indigenous  to  our  soil  in  some 
of  its  species — alien  to  other  countries  in  varieties — -the  latest  product  of  semi- 
nation, or,  as  in  Canada,  of  hybridization,  where  the  experiment,  though  prom- 
ising everything,  is  yet  too  recent  to  insure  success — the  inquiry  may  well  be 
put,  why  is  its  culture  so  universally  neglected?  For  five  (5)  successive  weeks 
your  Secretary  exhibited,  this  year  as  last,  specimens  of  his  own  growth  and  of 
the  same  species.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Hill,  of  this  city,  states  that  he  picked  an 
abundance  of  berries  from  his  canes  for  seven  continuous  weeks.  Can  a  pro- 
longed yield  like  this  be  predicated  of  the  strawberry,  with  its  almost  unlimited 
modern  development,  whose  name  is  legion,  and* whereof,  in  most  instances,  no 
man  can  detect  the  excellence?  You  may  possibly,  by  judicious  and  extreme 
care,  produce  one  or  the  other  of  innumerable  varieties  of  strawberries  for  four 
weeks  in  succession.  But  any  person,  who  has  studied  the  nature  and  habits  of 
the  raspberry,  knows  well,  from  individual  experience,  that  it  is  unrivalled  for 
extent  and  duration  of  fecundity  ;  that,  in  public  estimation,  it  is  but  slightly  , 
if  at  all,  inferior  to  the  strawberry  ;  that  it  is  the  hardier  of  the  two,  only  requir- 
ing to  be  covered  lightly  with  earth  in  the  late  autumn  ;  and  that  the  gathering 
of  the  fruit,  instead  of  demanding  a  painful  "  crooking  of  the  pregnant  hinges- 
of  the  knee,"  can  be  accomplished  uprightly  and  with  ease.  As  yet  attacked 
by  no  insects  strange  to  our  poor  methods  of  prevention,  why  should  it  not  re- 
ceive more  notice  from  the  pomologists  of  a  society,  in  which  every  new  straw- 
berry is  welcomed  at  the  countless  perils  of  drought,  frost,  and  last — inevitable 
and  most  destructive — the  Bobin,  only  to  culminate  in  the  ultimate  delight  of  a 
precarious  crop,  picked  wearily  and  by  the  sweat  of  the  brow,  beneath  the  final 
sweltering  suns  of  June. 

The  cherry,  strange  to  relate,  as  if  desirous  to  vindicate  itself  from  the  official 
condemnation  of  our  Society,  in  declining  to  recommend  its  culture,  blossomed 
and  fruited  with  pristine  luxuriance.  The  predictions  of  our  wisest  pomologists 
were  signally  yet  pleasantly  falsified.  Even  aged  trees  appeared  to  revive  from 
the  almost  mortal  injury  occasioned  by  the  terrific  cold  hurricane  of  1861,  and 
strove  to  atone  for  repeated  deficiencies.  The  canker-worm  forbore  its  ravages 
to  a  great  extent,  confining  itself  in  the  main  to  the  barren,  though  stately, 
maple.  It  is  truly  gratifying  to  be  able  once  more  to  cherish  a  hope  of  the 
permanent  recovery  of  this  palatable,  convenient,  and  useful  fruit. 

The  usual  comparative  statement  of  the  entries,  or  number  of  articles  of  each 
variety  exhibited  during  the  past  official  year,  exclusive  of  the  display  at  the 
annual  autumnal  exhibition,  is  herewith  presented  : — 
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Anno  Domini. 

Strawberries.  J 

Raspberries, 

Cherries, 

Currants, 

Grapes, 

Gooseberries, 

&c,  &c. 

to 

< 

Pears. 

|  Flowers, 
|    Plants,  &c. 

Total. 

1862  .,, 

29 

98 

160 

512 

632 

1443 

44 

83 

366 

374 

616 

1488 

1864 

36 

79 

140 

184 

1008 

1507 

1865 

48 

104 

41 

161 

1643 

2002 

1866.... 

23 

151 

38 

292 

811 

1313 

It  will  be  observed  that,  while  the  aggregate  is  largely  diminished,  an  excess 
over  some  previous  years  is  shown  in  the  columns  assigned  to  Cherries, 
Grapes,  &c,  and  to  Pears.  This  increase  is  due  to  the  zeal  of  a  very  few  of 
our  members,  who  have  never  allowed  themselves  to  be  diverted  from  the  work 
to  which  they  were  pledged  at  the  commencement  of  our  weekly  exhibitions. 
How  long  they  will  continue  to  uphold  the  interests  of  the  Society,  unaided, 
cannot  be  foretold.  It  must  certainly  be  discouraging  to  them  to  pass  from  our 
tables,  with  their  meagre  display,  and  behold  the  windows  of  every  petty 
huckster  upon  the  street  crowded  to  repletion  with  noble  specimens  from  the 
largest  and  most  skilful  cultivators  in  our  ranks.  Your  Secretary  claims,  for 
himself,  that  he  has  spared  neither  time  nor  labor,  whenever  he  imagined  that 
the  devotion  of  either  could  contribute  to  the  welfare  of  the  Society.  Yet,  even 
he  confesses  to  a  feeling  of  lassitude,  if  not  of  absolute  repulsion  at  times,  when 
reflecting  upon  the  indifference  of  those  whom  an  onerous  superfluity  of  means 
and  leisure  should  make  most  prominent  in  our  behalf.  The  sympathy  which 
wishes  well  at  a  distance,  like  the  cordiality  that  keeps  you  at  arm's  length, 
may  be  well  enough  in  its  way  ;  but  it  is  not  the  active  and  zealous  co-opera- 
tion required  in  a  Society  like  ours. 

The  display  of  Roses  at  the  summer  exhibition  was  very  fine.  The  thanks 
of  the  Society  are  due  to  those  ladies  whose  interest  has  been  so  generously 
manifested,  for  three  successive  years,  by  the  contributions  of  such  large  and 
splendid  collections  of  this  favorite  flower.  Laboring  from  the  pure  love  of 
Floriculture,  it  is  due  to  them,  at  the  very  least,  to  be  assured  that  their  unsel- 
fish efforts  are  appreciated. 

The  Trustees,  upon  your  reference  of  the  whole  matter  to  them,  at  their  last 
meeting  appointed  a  Committee  on  the  subject  of  "  depredations  in  gardens  and 
orchards."  That  Committee  offered  a  reward  for  the  detection  and  conviction 
of  any  person  found  stealing  flowers,  fruits,  or  vegetables.  Two  cases  have 
occurred  since  the  publication  of  that  offer,  in  each  of  which  punishment  was 
properly  inflicted  by  the  court.  No  money,  however,  has  been  required  from 
the  treasury,  the  amount  that  might  have  been  claimed  being  applied  to  new 
memberships.  It  is  believed  that  the  lesson  thus  administered  upon  the  rights 
of  property  in  fruit  has  not  been  lost.  And  it  is  submitted  that  the  Secretary 
might  well  be  authorized  to  renew  the  offer  of  that  or  a  similar  reward,  should 
circumstances  hereafter  seem  to  render  it  expedient. 
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In  compliance  with  a  promise  made  to  the  worthy  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Pears,  your  Secretary  desires  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  race, 
without  reference  to  hybridization.  The  Chairman  has  experienced  an  access 
of  tender  sensibility.  His  gentle  soul  has  moved  within  him  since  the  discovery 
that  "  any  white  male  person  may  become  a  Member  of  the  Society  upon  the 
payment  of  three  dollars."  He  has  no  wish  to  be  a  "  come-outer  "  from  oar 
midst ;  his  choice  is  rather  to  "  cry  aloud  and  spare  not  "  where  he  is.  He 
has  no  insuperable  aversion  to  the  whites  as  a  race,  in  their  place.  "  Not  that 
he  loves  Caesar  less  but  Rome  more."  He  misses  his  cherished  and  favorite 
associations.  While  his  bodily  presence  is  with  his  pears,  his  heart  wanders  to 
his  absent  peers. 

"  For  he  can  be  happy  with  neither, 

When  the  other  dear  charmer's  away. 

"  With  his  fine  eyes  fixed  on  Africa,"  mindful  of  his  official  duty,  he  aims  to 
develop  the  neglected  pomology  of  "  Borraboola  Gha."  With  this  obnoxious 
second  article  amended,  he  promises  that  the  "  Black  Pear  of  Worcester  "  shall 
become  the  pet,  of  the  pomologist  everywhere,  as  it  now  is  of  the  Chairman. 
Having  thus  fulfilled  his  pledge,  is  it  exacting  too  much  in  return,  to  ask  of  the 
Chairman,  when  he  resumes  his  official  duties,  a  more  elaborate  and  creditable 
report?  Or,  at  least,  that  he  shall  not  shirk  a  task,  imposed  upon  him  because 
of  his  presumed  and  conceded  fitness  in  those  very  respects,  wherein  from  indif- 
ference or  neglect  he  did  most  injustice  to  the  Society  and  to  his  own  reputation. 

No  sound  reason  can  be  urged  against  an  amendment  of  the  second  article 
of  the  by-laws,  as  desired.  Originally  in  consonance  with  the  tone  of  legislation 
and  public  sentiment  throughout  the  commonwealth,  it  accords  at  this  day  with 
neither. 

Contrary  to  general  expectation,  less  injury  was  experienced  from  the  canker 
worm  than  for  the  year  previous.  Whether  this  was  due  to  the  peculiar  charac- 
ter of  the  winter,  in  the  absence  of  snow,  subjecting  the  earth  to  alternate  frost 
and  thaw,  and  in  its  rapid  and  extreme  changes  of  temperature  similarly  affect- 
ing the  eggs,  cannot,  of  course,  be  determined.  Yet  it  is  certain  that,  during 
the  constant  rains  of  the  later  spring,  when  they  should  have  been  committing 
their  worst  ravages  upon  the  foliage  of  the  apple  and  cherry,  they  remained 
comparatively  torpid.  That  moisture  is  disagreeable  to  them  is  not  an  extrav- 
agant deduction,  from  the  fact  that  many  insects,  proof  against  everything  else, 
succumb  quickly  to  oils.  All  the  patented  protectors  so  far  tried  have  been 
found  useless.  Of  those  not  patented,  the  ugliest  and  most  worthless — a  band 
of  tarred  paper,  secured  by  wire — is  generally  discarded.  Absorbing  the  tar  as 
fast  as  it  could  be  applied,  it  was  impossible  that  it  should  be  beneficial ;  suf- 
fered to  remain  long  enough,  the  wires  were  sure  to  girdle  the  trees,  and  thus, 
if  in  no  other  way,  prevent  our  streets  from  being  permanently  disfigured.  Tar, 
to  be  useful,  must  be  applied  upon  some  substance  that  is  non-absorbent, 

The  last  season  was  disagreebly  distinguished  by  the  advent  of  a  new  insect 
enemy.  The  currant,  always  prolific,  in  spite  of  neglect,  abuse,  or  downright 
ill-treatment,  is  threatened  with  absolute  annihilation.    The  leaves  are  devoured 
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and  the  berries  blasted  ;  and  the  foe — a  dirty,  ugly-looking  worm,  which  it 
makes  one  crawl  all  over  simply  to  touch,  much  more  to  squash — seems  imper- 
vious to  all  appliances  for  his  destruction,  with  the  single  exception  of  whale-oil 
soap.  They  have  been  thoroughly  coated  with  white  hellebore,  so  strongly  rec- 
ommended in  New  York,  but  without  the  slightest  effect  except  a  momentary 
paralysis.  Yet  their  habits  are  such  that  it  would  appear  as  though,  by  dili- 
gence, their  fell  career  might  be  terminated.  Usually  concentrated  upon  the 
lower  side  of  a  single  leaf,  at  the  base  of  a  bush,  they  can  be  found  together 
and  summarily  destroyed.  And  they  must  be  not  only  checked  but  extermi- 
nated. Cherries  might  possibly  be  yielded  to  the  canker  worm,  but  the  currant 
cannot  be  given  up  without  a  struggle  ;  for  an  immoderate  supply  of  this  inval- 
uable fruit,  eaten  at  all  hours  of  the  day  in  its  appropriate  season,  is  the  most 
grateful,  cheapest,  and  most  effectual  prophylactic  against  the  summer  diseases 
of  children,  if  not  of  adults. 

From  the  western  states  of  the  republic  come  advices  of  the  slow  but  sure  ad- 
vance of  another  fearful  pest — Doryphora  decemlineata,  the  ten  (10)  lined 
spearman  ;  a  new  potatato-bug.  This  insect  is  said  to  be  advancing  eastward 
at  the  rate  of  fifty  (50)  miles  a  year.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  before  reaching 
our  borders,  the  scientific  skill  and  practical  sagacity  of  our  friends  at  the  west 
may  devise  some  easier  and  more  speedy  method  for  its  destruction  than  the 
only  one  known  thus  far,  that  of  picking  it  off  by  hand. 

In  calling  your  attention,  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  to  the  re- 
markable accession  of  members  during  the  year  that  had  then  just  elapsed, 
apprehension  was  felt  and  expressed  that  a  similar  rate  of  progression  could 
not  be  permanently  maintained.  The  result  has  justified  this  fear.  Yet  there 
is  cause  for  congratulation  in  the  fact  that  the  number  added  to  our  ranks  in 
1866  largely  exceeds  the  gain  in  any  previous  period  of  corresponding  duration, 
saving  only  the  exceptional  year,  1865.  Then  many  were  desirous  of  procuring 
our  "  Transactions,"  for  the  first  time,  after  a  long  interval,  printed  and  pub- 
lished. Quite  an  earnest  spirit  was  also  generally  enlisted  in  obtaining  mem- 
bers. The  season,  too,  had,  in  many  important  particulars,  been  very  propitious 
for  the  growth  of  flowers  and  fruit.  "  Meek-eyed  Peace  "  blessed  the  land. 
This  year,  with  few  or  none  of  these  especial  auxiliaries,  we  have  been  able  to 
enrol  nearly  a  score  more  recruits  than  in  1864,  with  the  sole  exception  already 
noted,  our  most  prosperous  season  hitherto.    A  tabular  statement  is  annexed  : 

In  1861   1  In  1864   49 

"  1862  19    "  1865  106 

"  1863  42    "  1866   61 

A  careful  scrutiny  of  these  figures  discloses  some  singular  facts.  Of  the 
entire  number — two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  (278)  in  all — who  have  joined 
the  Society  within  the  last  six  years,  only  thirty-six  are  non-residents  of  the 
City  of  Worcester.  One  hundred  and  nine  (109)  of  the  new  members  are 
females,  the  majority  of  whom  have  been  attracted  within  the  last  two  years  by 
the  prominence  which  the  Society  has  wisely  given  to  the  display  of  flowers  and 
plants.    It  would  appear,  then,  that  the  control  of  the  Society  is  fast  passing 
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into  the  hands  of  the  members  from  the  City  of  Worcester,  and  that  our  women 
are  disposed  to  seek  their  rights  in  the  domain  of  Flora,  ever  ample  and  free. 
But  if  the  direction  and  management  of  the  organization  is  to  be  wholly  aban- 
doned to  us,  by  any  laches  of  members  from  the  county,  so  much  the  more  be- 
comes it  incumbent  that  we  should  faithfully  discharge  our  trust  as  horticultur- 
ists. And  this  not  alone  by  the  introduction  of  new  fruits,  or  the  excessive 
development  of  old  ones  ;  but  also  by  the  diffusion  of  that  culture  and  taste 
whereby  the  rough  places  are  made  smooth,  and  the  "  wilderness  "  is  caused  to 
u  blossom  as  the  rose."  Let  our  example  go  out  to  our  friends  who  will  not 
come  to  us.  Let  our  streets  and  broad  avenues  be  everywhere  overarched  by 
the  graceful  elm,  or  shaded  by  the  stately  maple  and  sturdy  ash  ;  trained,  how- 
ever, for  their  proper  purpose,  and  not  suffered  to  run  riot,  with  branches  so  low 
and  trailing  as  to  obstruct  the  convenience  of  passage.  Let  our  gardens  and 
lawns  be  left  open  to  the  sunlight,  without  the  deformity  of  those  huge  Norway 
spruces  and  frightful  Balsam  firs,  with  which  a  vicious  or  untutored  instinct  has 
heretofore  disfigured  the  landscape.  With  the  growth  of  the  town,  we  should 
adapt  ourselves  to  new  conditions.  With  the  diminished  size  of  lots,  trees  and 
shrubs  should  be  in  proportion.  The  apple  and  cherry,  if  cultivated  at  all, 
should  be  dwarfed.  In  the  fitness  of  things — the  precise  adaptation  of  the 
means  to  the  end  sought,  lies  the  surest  index  to  correct  taste.  In  many  re- 
spects, we  have  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  our  fair  city.  Yet  shade  trees 
should  be  trimmed,  not  hacked.  The  Commissioners  on  Public  Grounds  should 
do  something,  and  have  the  necessary  facilities  for  doing  it.  The  Common, — 
so  conspicuous  to  the  eye  of  the  traveller  from  Boston  to  New  York, — shall  it 
forever  remain  a  hideous  blotch,  as  at  present?  If  it  cannot  be  adorned  and 
beautified,  enclose  the  view  of  it  from  the  railway  with  a  screen  of  living  verdure. 
Better  anything  than  the  "  abomination  of  desolation  r'  so  obtrusively  visible. 
As  a  place  of  general  resort,  whither  the  people  of  the  commonwealth  are  annu- 
ally summoned  in  conventions,  we  have  no  right  to  neglect  the  external  appear- 
ance of  our  public  and  private  grounds.  And  to  whatever  is  noted  of  deficiency 
in  this  respect,  to  so  much  of  shortcoming  as  is  evident,  this  Society  would  be 
false  to  itself  and  faithless  to  the  obligations  of  its  existence,  were  it  not,  so  far 
as  lies  within  its  power,  to  uplift  its  indignant  testimony  and  suggest  an  adequate 
remedy. 

Since  your  last  official  meeting  in  this  hall,  our  ranks  have  been  sadly  thinned. 
Draper,  of  Worcester  ;  Potter,  of  Grafton  ;  and  now  last,  not  least,  Champxey, 
whom  both  places  might  well  claim.  In  an  association,  united  by  congenial 
tastes,  which  is  constrained  to  rely  upon  the  sympathy  of  its  members  for  that 
devotion  of  labor  and  time,  without  the  cheerful  rendition  of  which  all  its  efforts 
must  prove  futile,  the  loss  of  such  men  would  at  any  time  compel  notice.  But 
how  much  more  forcibly  does  it  arrest  attention  at  a  period  when  the  active 
energies  of  the  community,  absorbed  in  the  lust  of  gain,  spare  no  moments  for 
pursuits,  of  which,  in  answer  to  the  "  Cut  Bono?  "  of  the  materialist,  our  only 
commendation  must  be,  "  Si  quceris  monumentum,  circumspice!  "  Would  you 
ask  the  benefit  of  my  toil  ?    Look  around  upon  this  beautiful  city,  with  its 
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stately  buildings,  its  tasteful  gardens,  its  well-kept  lawns,  and  its  studiously  de- 
veloped opulence  of  flower  and  fruit  I  Behold  the  county,  with  its  impulse  from 
the  parent  society,  branching  out  into  new  organizations,  each  reacting  upon 
and  stimulating  the  old  I  Were  the  lives  of  our  lamented  associates  wasted,  who 
made  two  blades  of  grass  spring  up  where  but  one  grew  before  ?  Is  not  their 
reward,  for  the  time  devoted  to  the  interests  of  this  Society,  in  the  appreciation 
and  love  of  the  community,  richer  than  Mammon  could  furnish? 

Of  Mr.  Potter,  whose  concern  was  manifested  in  our  earlier  history,  a  more 
familiar  pen  should  write.  But  of  Samuel  P.  Champney,  who  united  himself 
with  its  fortunes  from  its  original  inception  to  the  day  when  the  hand  of  dis" 
ease  was  laid  too  heavily  upon  him  ;  whose  contributions  were  in  every  variety 
and  in  surpassing  excellence  upon  all  our  tables  ;  and  whose  regularity  of  at- 
tendance at  all  meetings  for  business  might  well  be  accepted  as  a  rebuke  by 
many  far  more  conveniently  located  ;  shall  aught  be  said  but  that  he  was  con- 
scientious in  the  discharge  of  all  his  duty,  and  diligent  in  all  the  relations  which 
he  bore  to  the  Society?  Upon  the  closing  day  of  our  autumnal  exhibition,  his 
spirit  ascended  to  Him  who  said,  "  Let  the  earth  bring  forth  grass,  the  herb 
yielding  seed,  and  the  fruit  tree  yielding  fruit  after  its  kind,  whose  seed  is  in 
itself  upon  the  earth,"  and  who  "  saw  that  it  was  good." 

Does  Edwin  Draper  require  a  eulogy  in  this  presence  ?  Which  one  of  you 
all  is  ignorant  with  what  untiring  assiduity  he  applied  himself  to  promote  the 
growth  of  this  association,  and  to  develop  the  results  of  that  growth  ?  How  he 
toiled,  11  in  season  and  out  of  season,"  to  give  form  and  substance  to  our  exhi- 
bitions? How,  never  sparing  himself,  he  was  willing  to  assume  upon  his  own 
overburdened  shoulders  the  tasks  of  others,  too  indolent  or  selfish  to  emulate  an 
exemplar  so  active  and  disinterested  ?  Of  an  energy  that  proved  itself  unfail- 
ing, of  quick  perception,  but  brusque  in  manner  almost  to  rudeness,  he  was 
often  misconceived.  Yet,  with  all  his  apparent  abruptness,  he  could  be  patient : 
and,  though  irritable  at  times,  was  gentle  even  to  tenderness  when  he  perceived 
that  no  offence  was  intended.  As  Chairman  of  your  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments, he  was  diligence  and  punctuality  itself.  All  your  exhibitions  were  timely 
planned  and  thoroughly  ordered.  There  was  a  place  for  everything  and  every- 
thing was  in  its  place.  As  the  omission  of  the  statues  in  the  ancieut  funeral 
procession  revived  the  memory  of  departed  heroes,  so  the  absence  of  the  ready 
presence,  the  prompt  suggestion,  and  the  kindly  word  of  our  lamented  friend,  at 
the  recent  autumnal  exhibition,  brought  to  mind,  all  too  forcibly,  the  irreparable 
loss  sustained  by  the  Society.  By  whomsoever  his  place  may  be  supplied  in  the 
future,  he  may  well  esteem  himself  fortunate  if  he  can  rival,  in  ever  so  partial  a 
measure,  those  excellent  qualities  of  head  and  heart  which  so  commended  the 
late  Edwin  Draper  to  our  judgment  and  affection. 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN, 

Secretary  and  Librarian. 

Horticultural  Hall, 
Worcester,  Mass.,  Nov.  7th,  1866. 
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ADDITIONS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  Farm.    By  D.  H.  Jacques.    1866.    1  vol.  12mo. 

The  Garden.     .  "          "             "  "  u 

The  Barn-yard.    "           "              "  "  " 

Indian  Corn.    By  Edward  Enfield.   "  "  " 

The  Native  Grape.    Its  Cultivation.  Wine.    By  George  Husmann.  1866. 
1  vol.  12mo. 

Florist  and  Pomologist.    Illustrated.  Loudon.    1865.    1  vol.  8vo. 

Journal  of  Horticulture.    Illustrated.    Vol.  8.    London.    1  vol.  8vo. 
a  n  a  t<    g  a  a  a 

Ninth  Annual  Report  Comm.  Central  Park,  New  York.    Pphlt.  8vo. 
Second    "  "  *  "       "  "  "  " 

Fourth    "  "  "  "       «  "  "  " 

Transactions  of  the  Alton  (111.)  Horticultural  Society,  from  1853  to  1864,  incl. 
Pphlt. 

New  England  Farmer.    (Old  Series.)    Bound.    Quarto.    Vols.  1,  2,  5,  8,  9, 
10,  13,  15. 

Ohio  Agricultural  Reports.    1864.    2nd  Series.    1  vol.  8vo. 

Rural  Annual.    1864-5-6.    1  vol.  12mo. 

Forest  Tree  Culturist.    By  A.  S.  Fuller.    1  vol.  12mo. 

Harris  on  Insects.    Illustrated.    1  vol.  8vo.  (Duplicate.) 

Annual  of  Architecture  and  Landscape  Gardening.    By  G.  E.  &  F.  W.  Wood- 
ward.   12mo.  Pphlt. 

Agricultural  Department,  Report  of    1865.    1  vol.  8vo. 

Gardening  for  Profit.    By  Peter  Henderson.    1  vol.  12mo. 

Horticultural  Annual.    0.  Judd  &.  Co.    1  vol.  12mo. 

New  England  Fruit  Trees.    By  George  Jaques.    1  vol.  12mo. 

The  Gardener's  Text  Book.    By  Peter  A.  Schenck.    1  vol.  12mo. 

American  Fruit  Garden  Companion.    By  E.  Sayers.    1  vol.  12mo. 
"       Flower    u  "  "       "  "  « 

N.  E.  Fruit  Book.    By  Robert  Manning.    2nd  edition,  by  John  W.  Ives. 
1  vol.  12mo. 

Manual  of  the  Mulberry  Tree  and  Silk  Culture.  By  J.  H.  Cobb.  1  vol.  12mo. 
Transactions  of  the  Ohio  Pomological  Society.    8th  Session,  1857.  Pphlt. 


1866.] 


MEMBERS  ADMITTED. 


37 


MEMBERS  ADMITTED  SINCE  NOVEMBER  1,  A.  D,  1865. 


Names. 


Residence. 


George  A.  Adams,  Worcester. 

Mrs.  Charles  L.  Allen,  " 

Mrs.  Sarah  F.  Bennet,  " 

Mrs.  Annie  E.  Boswell,  a 

A.  Herbert  Barrows,  " 

Charles  Belcher,  " 

Silas  J.  Brimhall,  " 

Jacob  Baker,  Dudley. 

Mrs.^Jacob  Baker,  " 
James  Bennett,  Leominster. 
Charles  0.  Bachelor,  Northbridge. 

Mrs.  Charles  0.  Bachelor,  " 
Miss  Josie  E.  Brown,  Wilkinsonville. 

Mrs.  Benjamin  J.  Dodge,  Worcester. 

Mrs.  Isaac  Davis,  " 

Miss  Alice  Davis,  <{ 

Dennis  Driscoll,  " 

Miss  Emma  Eastman,  u 

Stephen  C.  Earle,  " 

Miss  Alia  W.  Foster,  " 

Miss  Lydia  C.  Fiske,  " 

Mrs.  James  A.  Fuller,  " 

Rufus  Fiske,  " 

George  E.  Francis,  " 

Miss  Maria  Fox,  " 

Miss  Mary  E.  Gorham,  " 

George  Geer,  u 

Mrs.  Geer,  " 

Miss  Mary  Ann  Hoyle,  Millbury. 
Mrs.  Henrietta  A.  Holman,  Worcester. 

William  D.  Holbrook,  " 


Names. 


Residence. 


Mrs.  William  D.  Holbrook,  Worcester. 

Mrs.  William  Y.  Holman,  " 

Charles  A  Keyes,  11 

John  D.  Lovell,  " 

Frank  Langdon  Messinger,  " 

Mrs.  Charles  P.  Nichols,  " 

J.  M.  Onthank,  " 

Mrs.  Solomon  Parsons,  u 

James  Robinson,  " 

Mrs.  James  Robinson,  " 

Miss  S.  Elizabeth  Rice,  " 
L.  R.  S.  Reed, 

Miss  Alice  Scott,  " 

Mrs.  John  B.  Shaw,  " 

Sidney  Smith,  " 

James  A.  Smith,  '* 

Alden  H.  Sears,  " 
Horace  Thayer, 
Mrs.  Horace  Thayer, 
E.  C.  Tainter, 

Harvey  G.  Upham,  " 

Timothy  W.  Wellington,  u 

Mrs.  Timothy  W.  Wellington,  " 

Fred.  W.  Wellington, 

Miss  Mary  F.  Whiting,  " 

Melvin  0.  Whittier. 

Mrs.  William  Workman,  " 

Mrs.  Francis  Winn,  " 

Miss  Nancy  Wheeler,  " 

John  D.  Warren,  kt 


38 


WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY.  [1866. 


SELECT  FRUITS  RECOMMENDED  BY  THE  SOCIETY. 
APPLES. 

Early. — Red  Astrachan,  Sweet  Bough,  Duchess  of  Oldenburg,  Williams' 
Early  Red,  Worcester  Spy*,  Summer  Pippin.* 

Autumn. — Mother,  Gravenstein,  Porter,  Shepard's  Sweeting,*  Leland's 
Spice*,  Fameuse*,  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Holden  Pippin. 

Winter  and  Spring. — Rhode  Island  Greening,  Yellow  Belleflowerf ,  Jew- 
ett's  Redf,  Baldwin,  Washington  Royalf,  Ladies'  Sweeting*,  Tallman  Sweet- 
ing, Northern  Spy,  Roxbury  Russett. 

PEARS. 

Amateur  Culture. — Doyenne  d'Ete,  Rostiezer,  Dearborn's  Seedling,  St. 
Ghislain,  Washington,  Belle  Lucrative,  Flemish  Beauty,  Henry  IV.,  St. 
Michael  Archange,  Beurre  Superfin,  Glout  Morceau. 

General  or  Market  Culture. — Beurre  Giffard,  Bartlett,  Paradise  d'Au- 
tomne,  Seckel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Marie  Louise,  Fulton,  Sheldon,  Swan's 
Orange,  Doyenne  Boussock,  Beurre  Bosc,  Urbaniste,  Beurre  D'Anjou,  Duch- 
esse  d'Angouleme  (on  Q.,)  Winter  Nelis,  Lawrence  (on  P.,)  Doyenne  du 
Cornice,  Vicar  of  Winkfield. 

CHERRIES. 

Amateur. — May  Duke,  Knight's  Early  Black,  Black  Tartarian,  American 
Amber,  Downer's  Late,  Black  Eagle. 

GRAPES. 

Amateur. — Delaware,  Diana.    General. — Hartford,  Prolific,  Concord. 
STRAWBERRIES. 

Amateur. — Hovey's  Seedling,  Je-nney's  Seedling,  Jenny  Lind,  Triomphe  de 
Gand.    General. — Wilson's  Albany  Seedling  ;  Russell's  Prolific — on  trial. 


*  Varieties  recommended  as  "promising  well." 

f  Varieties  recommended  tor    Amateur  cultivation." 


OFFICERS  AND  STANDING  COMMITTEES 


 OF 


The  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society. 

FOR  1867. 


PRESIDENT  : 

FRANCIS  H.  DEWEY,  of  Worcester. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS  : 

WILLIAM  N.  GREEN,  of  Worcester;  JONATHAN  D.  WHEELER,  of 
Grafton ;  J.  HENRY  HILL,  of  Worcester. 

SECRETARY  AND   LIBRARIAN  : 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN,  of  Worcester. 

TREASURER : 

FREDERICK  W.  PAINE,  of  Worcester. 

TRUSTEES : 

John  Milton  Earle,  Worcester. 


Stephen  Salisbury, 
William  T.  Merrifield, 
D.  Waldo  Lincoln, 
William  Workman, 
Edward  Earle, 
John  C.  Ripley, 
Ivers  Phillips, 
Obadiah  B.  Hadwen, 
J.  Frank  Allen, 
Stephen  Salisbury,  Jr., 
Calvin  Taft, 
Benjamin  Butman, 


Worcester. 


n 
u 
u 
it 
a 

Whitinsville. 

Millbury. 
u 

Wilkinsonville. 
Oxford 


George  Jaques, 
Samuel  H.  Colton, 
Jonathan  Grout, 
Emory  Banister, 
Horatio  Phelps, 
Samuel  V.  Stone, 
Paul  Whitin, 
Josiah  L.  Woodward, 
Newell  Wood, 
Harvey  Dodge, 
George  F.  Daniels, 
auditors  : 

SAMUEL  H.  COLTON,  EMORY  BANISTER,  Worcester. 
STANDING  COMMITTEES: 

On  Horticultural  Hall. — D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Emory  Banister,  0.  B.  Hadwen. 
On  Library  and  Publication. — Edward  W.  Lincoln,  Francis  H.  Dewey, 
George  Jaques. 

On  Synonymes. — J.  Milton  Earle,  S.  H.  Colton,  D.  W.  Lincoln,  Geo.  Jaques. 

Of  Arrangements. — President,  Secretary,  John  C.  Newton,  0.  B.  Hadwen, 
Dr.  Samuel  Flagg,  Emory  Banister,  Charles  Richardson. 

On  Apples. — Rufus  Woodward,  Chairman  ;  John  C.  Ripley,  J.  Frank  Allen, 
Samuel  H.  Colton,  Thomas  R.  Norcross,  Samuel  A.  Knox,  of  Worcester  ; 
Josiah  L.  Woodward,  of  Millbury. 

On  Pears. — Hartley  Williams,  Chairman;  John  Milton  Earle,  Stephen  S. 
Foster,  John  C.  Newton,  Emory  Banister,  David  S.  Messinger,  of  Worcester; 
J.  H.  Moore,  of  Charlton. 

On  Grapes,  Peaches,  &c. — Edwin  Conant,  Chairman;  Benjamin  Butman, 
Francis  H.  Dewey,  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Horatio  Phelps,  Charles  Richardson,  of 
Worcester  ;  Paul  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville. 

On  Flowers j  Plants,  &-c. — George  E.Francis,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Calvin  Taft, 
Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,  Mrs.  Chas.  L.  Pierce,  Mrs.  John  D.  Warren,  of  Worcester  ; 
Mrs.  Jonas  Brown,  of  Wilkinsonville  ;  John  Milton  Earle,  Patrick  Martin,  of 
Worcester. 

On  Vegetables. — Stephen  Salisbury,  Jr.,  Chairman:  Charles  Belcher,  Mar- 
shall Flagg,  James  Green,  C.  K.  Hubbard,  George  Barber,  of  Worcester; 
Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury. 


The  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition  will  be  held  on  the  17th,  18th,  19th, 
and  20th  of  September,  commencing  at  6  o'clock,  p.  m.,  on  the  17th. 


TRANSACTIONS 


OF  THE 


Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1  86  7. 

COMPRISING  THE  ADDRESS  OP  VICE-PRESIDENT  II ILL;    THE  REPORTS  OF  TnE  COM- 
MITTEES OF  THE  SOCIETY  ;  AND  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OK  THE  SECRETARY 
AND  LIBRARIAN  FOR  1807. 

ALSO 

A  ROLL  OF  THE  ACCESSIONS  OF  MEMBERS  TO  THE  SOCIETY. 


From  EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN,  Secretary. 


WORCESTER: 

PRINTED   BY   EDWARD  R.   FISKE   &  SON, 

1  8  6  8. 
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PEEPACE 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society, 
holden  on  Wednesday,  the  thirteenth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1867,  on 
motion  of  Hon.  John  Milton  Earle,  it  was  unanimously  voted :  — 

"  That  the  Transactions  of  the  Society,  comprising  the  Address  of  the  Vice- 
President  and  the  Reports  of  the  several  Committees  at  the  Annual  Autumnal 
Exhibition,  with  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  and  Librarian,  just  delivered,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  Members,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Publication." 

The  only  essential  variation  in  the  form  of  this  volume  of  transactions,  from 
its  predecessors,  consists  in  the  omission  of  the  List  of  Additions  to  the  Library; 
which,  being  already  stated  in  the  Report  of  the  Librarian,  would  gain  little 
more  publicity  from  repetition. 

Horticultural  Hall, 
Worcester,  Mass.,  February,  A.  D.  1868. 


ADDRESS 


OF 

J.  HENRY  HILL,  Vice-President. 

At  the  Twenty- Eighth  Annual  Exhibition  of  the  Society.  Delivered 
on  Thursday  Evening,  September  19,  1867. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society. 

There  could  scarcely  be  a  more  forcible  illustration  of  the  old  maxim  that 
"  a  bad  penny  is  soon  returned,"  than  the  one  you  have  now  before  you.  My 
leave-taking  of  you,  one  year  since,  I  supposed  final ;  and  it  can  be  a  matter 
of  no  greater  surprise  to  any  of  you  than  it  is  to  me,  to  find  myself  back  again 
in  the  old  place  upon  the  present  occasion. 

We  are,  all  of  us,  at  one  time  or  another,  in  the  course  of  our  lives  the  sport 
of  accident.  Now  this  is  my  present  experience ;  for  my  successor  had  no 
sooner  become  fairly  settled  in  his  seat,  than  upon  the  strength  of  his  newly 
acquired  honors,  apparently,  he  resolved  upon  a  course  of  foreign  travel;  for 
the  ostensible  purpose,  perhaps,  of  qualifying  himself  for  the  better  perform- 
ance of  his  new  official  duties ;  but  really,  I  more  than  half  suspect,  for  his 
own  gratification  and  amusement.  In  any  other  times  than  these,  it  would 
have  been  regarded  as  certainly  a  very  extraordinary  step  for  a  President,  the 
moment  he  was  elected,  to  abandon  his  own  territory  and  jurisdiction,  for 
foreign  lands,  leaving  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  his  position  to  be  borne 
by  his  subordinates  in  rank  5  and  as  my  companions  in  the  line  of  vice  have 
seen  fit  to  neglect  their  duties,  likewise,  I  am  thrown  into  a  position  which, 
while  it  is  unfortunate  enough  for  me,  is  far  more  so,  in  its  consequences,  for 
you.    And  in  consideration  of  this  accident,  which  the  freaks  and  wanderings 
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of  jour  President  have  brought  upon  his  predecessor,  and  its  unpleasant 
results,  I  think  you  will  bear  me  out  in  the  opinion,  that  he  can  do  nothing 
less  than  to  pass  over  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  office  to  those  who  bear 
its  burdens  and  discharge  its  duties  ;  since  he  oan,  at  the  same  time,  preserve 
the  honors  of  it  intact,  to  himself. 

But  these  misfortunes  rarely  come  without  some  redeeming  feature  to  relieve 
them,  and  the  present  one  is  no  exception  to  the  rule.  The  occasion  affords 
me  an  opportunity  of  performing  a  most  agreeable  duty,  which  I  am  happy  to 
avail  myself  of;  that  of  announcing  to  you  the  flattering  and  greatly  improved 
condition  of  the  financial  affairs  of  your  Society  ;  a  duty,  all  the  more  agree- 
able, in  that  we  find  in  these  days,  so  rarely  the  opportunity  of  making 
4  such  announcements.  The  tendency  is  rather  towards  the  increase  of  debt, 
than  the  liquidation  of  it  —  rather  to  see  how  much  we  can  possibly  stagger 
under,  than  to  see  how  clear  and  free  we  can  keep  from  it. 

Something  more  than  a  year  since,  a  gentleman  who  has  been  connected 
with  the  Society,  as  one  of  its  most  active  and  most  useful  members,  from  the 
first,  and  who  has,  from  time  to  time,  during  its  history,  given  evidence  of  his 
interest  in  its  welfare  by  substantial  tokens  of  his  munificence,  made,  with  his 
well-known  tact  and  modesty,  a  proposition  of  great  liberality,  having  for  its 
object  an  early  extinguishment  of  the  Society's  debt.  The  proposition  was 
met  in  the  same  liberal  spirit  by  a  few  gentlemen  of  the  Society  who  appreciated 
its  generosity,  and  the  terms  of  it  were  promptly  acceded  to.  In  consequence 
of  these  acts,  the  debt  of  the  Society,  which  one  year  ago,  was  about  eight 
thousand  dollars,  has  been  reduced  to  a  sum  less  than  four  thousand.  In  addi. 
tion  to  this,  the  rental  of  the  stores  has  been  doubled,  taking  effect  on  the  first  of 
April  last.  The  Society  has  been  placed  in  a  position,  therefore,  by  which,  with 
the  exercise  of  the  same  degree  of  care  and  prudence  that  has  marked  its  past 
management,  it  will  be  enabled,  very  soon,  to  extinguish  its  permanent  debt 
altogether.  The  effect  will  be  to  increase  its  means  of  usefuluess  to  a  very 
great  degree,  and  if  proportionate  beneficial  results  are  not  hereafter  perceptible, 
it  certainly  will  be  no  fault  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  so  generously  con- 
tributed of  their  means  to  place  the  Society  in  its  present  desirable  position. 

Of  your  present  Exhibition,  there  seems  but  very  little  need  for  me  to  speak. 
It  is  before,  you  and  speaks  for  itself.  In  quantity  and  quality  it  exceeds  any- 
thing we  have  had  since  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four.  In  the  Apple 
department,  particularly,  is  this  true.  The  number  of  entries  is  almost  double 
that  of  any  year  since  then,  and  the  whole  appearance  of  the  display  furnishes 
very  gratifying  evidence,  that  we  are  about  returning  to  a  more  abundant  sup- 
ply of  this  staple  and  almost  indispensable  fruit,  promising  pleasure  and  com- 
fort to  tne  housekeeper,  while  it  affords  very  little  consolation  to  speculators. 
The  Peach,  also,  with  its  delicately  pencilled  cheek  and  delicious  flavor,  seems 
to  be  throAving  off,  in  some  measure,  its  late  coyness,  and  to  be  coming  to  your 
tables  with  something  approaching  its  old  profusion.  Indeed,  so  fine  a  display 
has  not  graced  your  Exhibitions  for  many  years  ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  that 
there  is  no  fruit  whose  return  will  be  welcomed  with  greater  or  more  heartfelt 
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delight.  Its  re-appearance  will  serve  to  verify  the  wisdom  of  those  who  have 
been  accustomed  to  plant  a  few  trees  of  this  fruit  every  year,  in  the  faith  that 
the  failure  in  the  crop  was  but  a  temporary  one.  And  this  practice  of  frequent 
planting  and  its  promised  good  results  furnishes  a  lesson  that  horticulturists 
will  do  well  to  heed. 

Other  fruits  have  not,  perhaps,  quite  come  up,  in  some  respects,  to  the 
standard  of  former  years.  Indeed,  one  might  almost  imagine  a  sort  of  con- 
ventional courtesy  established  among  the  different  fruits.  They  very  rarely  all 
come  up  to  the  same  degree  of  excellence,  or  abound  in  equal  profusion,  at  one 
and  the  same  time.  If  the  Apple  promises  a  larger  display  than  usual,  the 
Pear  seems  instinctively  to  retire,  partially,  for  the  time,  and  to  leave  the  field 
comparatively  free,  declining  to  offer  any  obstacle  to  the  success  of  the  Apple 
by  way  of  competition.  If  the  Peach  exhibits  any  signs  of  renewing  its  strength, 
or  of  resuming  its  old  position  among  its  kindred  fruits,  others  of  its  class 
gracefully  yield  their  claims,  for  the  nonce,  and  allow  her  to  become  the  centre 
of  attraction. 

But,  as  a  whole,  the  Society  and  its  friends  have  reasonable  cause  to  look 
upon  the  present  Exhibition  as  a  success. 

The  few  past  years  have  been  trying  one3  to  those  engaged  in  the  culture  of 
fruits,  whether  as  amateurs,  or  for  the  market.  A  great  many  obstacles  have 
arisen  for  them  to  encounter,  and  a  great  many  foes,  scarcely  known  before, 
have  intruded  themselves  upon  the  cultivator,  and  baffled,  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent,  his  efforts.  They  have  come  in  almost  every  form,  and  under  almost 
every  guise.  If  he  stop  the  ravages  of  one  enemy  and  plume  himself  upon  his 
victory,  it  is  only  oftentimes  to  find  another  of  a  different,  and,  perhaps,  more 
formidable  character  in  another  direction.  His  life  thus  becomes  one  of  con- 
stant vigilance  and  unwearied  perseverance.  If  he  would  have  abundant  crops 
he  must  not  count  upon  a  life  of  indolent  ease,  or  an  entire  freedom  from  care. 
If  in  the  spring  he  finds  his  trees  free  from  the  canker-worm  and  the  caterpillar, 
he  need  not  at  once  jump  at  the  conclusion  that  his  crop  is  secure.  A  great 
many  other  contingencies  may  intervene  to  frustrate  his  hopes.  Perhaps  those 
whom  he  has  heretofore  regarded  as  his  best  friends,  and  whom  he  has  petted 
and  cherished  with  the  most  tender  care,  will  this  year  declare  themselves  his 
enemies,  and  plunder  him  of  his  choicest  fruits. 

The  music  and  the  warble  of  the  spring  birds  have  furnished  the  theme  for 
many  a  rhapsody.  The  lover  and  the  poet,  from  time  immemorial,  have 
gone  "  clean  mad  "  over  the  sentiment  which  the  feathered  songsters  have 
given  birth  to  ;  and  one  who  manifests  indifference  or  insensibility  upon 
that  subject  is  set  down  as  devoid  of  sentiment,  or  even  the  commonest  traits 
of  human  feeling  and  human  emotion.  But  this,  like  every  other  malady  of 
the  kind  has,  in  some  sort,  its  cure ;  and  like  every  other  pleasure,  our  spring 
music  has  its  cost,  and  sometimes  pretty  heavy  at  that.  Now,  if  any  of  you 
doubt  this,  turn  horticulturist,  and  you  will  soon  be  brought  to  reason.  By  the 
time  these  charming  thieves  have  robbed  you  for  two  or  three  years  of  your 
entire  crop  of  Strawberries,  of  Raspberries,  of  Peas,  of  early  Pears  and 
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Peaches  even,  the  product  of  your  patient  toil  and  watchful  care,  your  sen- 
timent will  have  received  a  terrible  shock  ;  and  before  you  are  aware  of  it, 
you  will  have  committed  it  to  other  hands  for  safe-keeping.  Nay,  more  ;  your 
consideration  of  these  matters  will  gradually  assume  a  practical  turn,  and  you 
will  not  be  long  in  coming  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  aggregate  wisdom  of 
your  legislators  can  be  more  profitably  employed  than  in  enacting  laws  for  the 
protection  of  the  feathered  race. 
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REPORT  ON  APPLES. 

Dr/Rufus  Woodward,  Chairman;  John  C.  Ripley,  J.  Frank  Allen, 
Stephen  S.  Foster,  Thomas  R.  Norcross,  and  S.  A.  Knox,  of  Worcester ; 
Josiah  L.  Woodward,  of  Millbury. 

The  Committee  on  Apples  having  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them, 
respectfully  beg  leave  to  report : 

First,  that  the  show  in  this  department  of  the  Annual  Exhibition  is  creditable, 
considering  the  exceeding  unfavorableness  of  the  season,  and  the  almost  utter 
failure  of  the  crop  for  the  two  or  three  seasons  past.  A  wet  and  cold  summer 
has  proved  this  year  as  unfavorable,  as  a  hot  and  dry  one  formerly  did  for  the 
growth  and  perfection  of  the  Apple.  And,  although  the  selected  specimens 
on  your  tables  are,  for  the  most  part,  fair  in  size,  perfection  and  color,  the 
general  character  of  the  crop,  is  poor  in  size,  imperfect  Im  form,  and  sadly 
deficient  in  flavor.  This,  for  the  most  part,  is  not,  your  Committee  think,  from 
any  lack  of  good  cultivation  and  care,  for  the  specimens  presented  by  some  of 
our  best  and  most  careful  cultivators,  average  badly,  and  are  creditable  only 
as  showing  a  desire  on  the  part  of  these  gentlemen  to  help  on  the  Exhibition, 
by  faithfully  bringing  in  what  they  have,  even  if  it  happen  to  be,  from  a  bad 
season,  greatly  below  what  they  desired,  and  what  they  usually  are  able  to 
furnish. 

Your  Committee  notice  with  regret,  that  not  one  single  new  variety  of  acknowl- 
edged excellence  has  been  presented  to  their  observation  this  year.  This  is 
not  as  it  should  be,  in  a  community  where  fruit  culture  takes  such  a  high 
stand.  It  is  not  to  our  credit,  that  year  after  year,  the  same  old  varieties  are 
presented  upon  [our  tables,  and  that  we  go  out  of  this  eternal  round,  only  to 
find  that  the  vast  bodge  podge  of  nameless,  and  generally  worthless  varieties 
only,  has  increased,  while  fruits  which  have  received  the  unqualified  commen- 
dation of  competent  committees,  at  our  best  pomological  conventions,  are  as 
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yet  entirely  untried  among  us.  It  costs  no  more  to  raise  the  Decatur,  the 
Marigold,  the  Melon,  the  Kelsey,  Dodge's  Crimson,  the  Golden  Ball  and  the 
Progress,  than  it  does  to  raise  the  Big  Gal  Sweet,  or  the  Stone  Wall  Sour,  or 
the  Mudpuddle  Pippin,  or  a  hundred  other  nameless  varieties,  or  worthless 
varieties  with  absurd  names.  In  the  good  old  cider  days,  long  gone  by,  these 
blots  upon  fair  cultivation,  were  ^consigned  unregretted  and  unwept  to  their 
only  appropriate  place,  the'1  hopper ;  but  now,  each  and  all  are  dignified  with 
sounding  appellations,  and  sent,  year  after  year,  to  the  Exhibition,  with  no 
other  object  than  to  swell  the  number  of  the  Exhibition  plates,  and  make  a 
large  count  in  varieties.  Actually,  there  are  but  few  sweet  Apples  that  are 
worth  cultivation  at  all,  and  when  a  farmer  or  horticulturist  has  four  or  five 
of  the  best  of  these,  he  has  all  he  can  cultivate  with  credit  or  profit.  If  any 
one  has  really  a  good  Apple,  which  has  not  been  named,  let  him  send  it  to  the 
Society,  at  its  prime  for  trial,  and  if  it  receives  commendation,  then  let  him 
name  it,  or  request  the  Society  to  do  so ;  and  ever  after  hold  it  true  to  that 
name.  This  may  seem  to  some  to  be  a  needless  trouble ;  but  we  tell  them  that 
the  community  have  learned  to  buy  Apples  by  name.  If  you  do  not  believe  it, 
come  in  and  try  to  sell  a  load  of  your  nameless  sweets  or  sours,  beside  the 
Greenings,  and  Baldwins,  and  Spitzenbergs  of  our  market ;  and  you  will  soon  be 
convinced  of  it.  I  venture  to  say,  that  the  Apple,  called  by  our  Society,  the 
Worcester  Spy,  has  by  this  means  become  so  well  known,  that  it  will  always 
command  a  ready  sale  and  a  good  price  ;  because,  beyond  its  good  looks  and 
fine  quality,  its  keeping  properties,  its  productiveness,  hardiness,  time  of  ripe- 
ning, growth  and  general  fairness,  have  been  reported  upon  and  made  public, 
and  whoever  buys  it,  knows  exactly  what  he  is  buying,  and  fears  imposition  no 
more  than  if  he  was  buying  Baldwins  or  Porters.  If,  then,  any  cultivator 
wishes  to  extend  the  number  of  his  varieties,  let  him; extend  it  in  the  right 
direction,  and  not  by  a  multiplication  of  this  farrago  of  trash.  Again,  your 
Committee  notice,  that  exhibitors  are  prone  to  display,  worthless  or  uncreditable 
specimens  of  really  good  varieties.  This  is  not  right  or  proper,  and  if  advice 
comes  with  any  authority  from  your  Committee,  we  advise  you  henceforth  to 
leave  them  out.  They  injure  the  general  aspect  and  character  of  your  collec- 
tion ;  they  are  a  libel  on  your  taste  and  judgment,  and  worse  than  both,  they 
throw  discredit  upon  the  Exhibition,  and  greatly  embarrass  the  Committee. 
All  varieties  cannot  be  equally  perfect  every  year,  and  if  your  Baldwins  which 
you  think  should  stand  at  the  head  of  your  list,  are  small,  knobbed,  pale  and 
tasteless,  you  had  better  leave  them  out,  and  make  a  perfect  exhibition  with 
one  or  more  less  varieties.  Committees  are  rarely  deceived,  either  by  worth- 
less varieties,  or  poor  specimens.  Apples  grow  scraggy  and  deteriorated,  as  the 
human  race  does,  from  wet  feet,  cold  habitation,  and  scanty  food.  Give  them 
a  dry,  warm  soil,  good  culture  and  encouragement,  and  they  will  improve,  as 
children  will  who  are  removed  from  wet,  and  filth,  and  want,  to  decent,  sunny 
apartments,  warm  clothing  and  proper  food.  Wet  feet,  particularly,  both  in 
the  tree  and  in  the  child,  must  be  avoided,  or  you  have  no  health  or  growth. 
This  means,  underdrain  cold  and  wet  soils  before  you  venture  to  plant  them 
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to  orchards,  stir  the  soil,  remove  the  moisture,  let  in  the  air  and  the  warmth  of 
heaven,  or  you  might  as  well  plant  your  orchards  on  the  sands  of  the  seashore, 
and  expect  them  to  flourish  and  bear  fruit. 

Bear  also  this  in  mind,  that  all  varieties  do  not  flourish  equally  well  upon 
the  same  soil ;  and  if,  under  the  best  care  you  can  give  them,  your  Russetts 
are  not  as  large  and  fair  as  your  neighbors,  don't  fret,  perhaps  your  Baldwins  or 
Tallman  Sweetings  are  better  than  his.  Mr.  Pell,  of  the  Pelham  Farm,  upon 
the  North  River,  ascertained  that  his  soil  was  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  growth 
of  the  Newtown  Pippin ;  but  did  not  suit  some  other  favorite  varieties  ;  acting 
upon  this  knowledge,  he  extended  the  culture  of  this  one  variety,  until  his 
annual  product  could  be  counted  by  thousands  of  barrels,  and  his  income  by 
corresponding  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars.  In  the  spring  of  1858,  I,  myself, 
saw  Pelham  Farm  Apples  selling  readily  in  Liverpool  Market  for  fifteen  dollars 
a  barrel. 

But  you  may  say  how  are  all  these  new  varieties  to' be  obtained.  I  answer, 
by  exchange  with  your  friends,  by  purchase  from  good  reliable  nurseries  ; 
and  hope  I  may  add,  by  direct  action  of  this  Society.  This  Society  has,  or 
should  have,  for  its  object,  the  general  advancement  of  Horticulture.  It  should 
include  in  its  scope  the  generaHnterest  of  all  its  members.  It  does  but  half 
its  duty,  if  it  rests  contented  with  a  few  weekly  and  one  yearly  Exhibition.  It 
should  actively,  not  passively,  advance  Horticulture.  It  should  collect  and  dis- 
tribute plants,  and  trees,  and  seeds,  and  scions.  Do  you  doubt  that  invoices 
of  .trees,  ordered  by  the  Society,  would  sell  at  remunerative  prices  ?  Look  at  the 
piles  of  worthless,  unreliable  trash,  which  our  citizens  purchase  every  year 
from  irresponsible  agents.  Do  you  doubt  that  our  members  would  set  scions 
of  new  varieties,  or  find  room  to  try  new  seeds  or  plants  ?  The  eagerness  with 
which  they  buy  everything  that  is  offered,  answer  the  doubt.  No,  the  com- 
munity, and  our  members  especially,  are  ready  to  take  hold,  whenever  the 
Society  shall  see  fit  to  give  them  anything  to  take  hold  of.  I  rejoice  in  this 
opportunity  to  give  the  Society  a  sly  kick.  It  has  gone  to  sleep  in  its  own  Horti- 
cultural Hall  ;  it  needs  to  be  aroused  and  set  agoing  again.  We  want  lectures, 
we  want  public  talks  ;  we  want  trees,  and  plants,  and  scions,  and  seeds,  and 
books,  and  papers  ;  and  more  than  all,  we  want  life  and  energy. 

The  Committee  would  also  call  the  attention  of  exhibitors  to  the  necessity  of 
complying  with  the  Regulations  more  closely,  in  regard  to  the  number  of  speci- 
mens of  each  variety  presented.  Twelve  is  the  number  for  the  larger  premi- 
ums, and  eight  for  the  smaller.  The  Committee  think  it  a  pity  that  some 
really  fine  collections  on  the  tables,  should  be  debarred  from  competition,  by 
this  small  neglect.  When  a  premium  is  offered  for  twelve  specimens,  it  cannot 
be  given  to  eight ;  and  when  for  eight,  it  cannot  be  for  six,  and  of  this  the  mem- 
bers should  be  fully  aware  before  they  place  their  specimens  in  the  Hall. 

Many  exhibitors  are,  no  doubt,  disappointed  that  the  Committee  are  not  able 
to  name  valuably  specimens  presented  to  them  for  a  name.  Many  of  these  are 
seedlings,  and  can  be  named  just  as  well  by  the  cultivator  as  by  the  Committee  ; 
others  are  from  scions  sent  by  friends  from  abroad,  and  though  the  variety  may 
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have  a  local  name  whence  it  came,  it  becomes  lost  or  is  inappropriate  here. 
Others  having  a  good  name  at  home,  have  it  so  corrupted  by  the  time  it  reaches 
us,  that  its  indentity  is  lost ;  as,  for  instance,  the  Cayuga  Red  Streak,  of 
Western  New  York,  is  here  called  the  Lima ;  in  other  places  the  Twenty- 
ounce  Apple,  or  the  Twenty-ounce  Pippin.  The  Committee  of  the  Society  are 
generally  familiar  with  the  names  of  the  common  varieties,  and  of  the  new 
varieties  that  have  received  public  notice  and  commendation  ;  but  no  Commit- 
tee can  be  familiar  with  local  or  arbitrary  names.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  exhib- 
itor to  help  the  Committee,  as  far  as  possible,  by  ascertaining  from  friends  the 
names  of  varieties  sent  from  abroad,  and  by  adhering  to  the  true  name,  if  any 
has  been  given. 

The  Committee  award  the  premiums  placed  at  their  disposal  as  follows  :  — 


Apples. — For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  six  specimens  of  each 

variety,  S.  S.  Foster,  of  Worcester,  $10  00 

For  the  second  best,  Sylvanus  Sears,  of  Worcester,   8  00 

For  the  third  besr.,  W.  W.  Keyes,  West  Boylston,   6  00 

For  the  best  twenty  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  Isaac  Mills, 

Worcester,   8  00 

For  the  second  best,  Adams  Foster,  Holdeh,   6  00 

For  the  best  twelve  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  E.  M.  Ban- 
ning, Worcester,   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Alden  H.  Sears,  Worcester,   4  00 

For  the  best  six  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  C.  L.  Hartshorn, 

Worcester,   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Chamberlain, Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  best  eight  Gravenstein  Apples,  Addison  Lovell,  West  Boyl- 
ston,  1  00 

For  the  best  eight  Porter,  D.  B.  Comins,  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  eight  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Jos.  Boyden,  Worcester,...  1  00 

For  the  best  eight  Northern  Spy,  E.  F.  Champney,  Grafton,   1  00 

For  the  best  eight  Baldwin,  D.  B.  Comins,  Worcester,   1  00 

And  ten  dollars  are  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  on  Apples, 
to  be  awarded  at  their  discretion. 

GRATUITIES. 

Joel  Knapp,  Sutton,  Collection,  Gratuity,  $1  00 

Harvey  Dodge,  Sutton,  Collection,  Gratuity,   1  00 

Henry  Marble,  Millbury,  Collection,  Gratuity,   1  00 

Mrs.  Chas.  Johnson,  Northboro',  Porter,  Gratuity,   1  00 

Cyrus  White,  Millbury,  Collection,  Gratuity,   1  00 

James  Draper,  Worcester,  Collection,  Gratuity   1  00 

J.  C.  Lovell,  West  Boylston,  Collection,  Gratuity,  *   2  00 

RUFUS  WOODWARD, 


Chairman,  for  the  Committee. 
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REPORT  ON  FLOWERS. 

Dr.  George  E.  Francis,  Chairman;  John  Milton  Earle,  Patrick 
Martin,  Mrs.  Calvin  Taft,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,  Mrs.  Charles  L. 
Pierce,  Mrs.  John  D.  Warren,  of  Worcester;  and  Mrs.  Jonas  Brown, 
of  Wilkinsonville. 

The  Committee  on  Plants  and  Flowers  have  awarded  Prizes  as  follows  : — 
Plants,  Flowers,  &c.  —  For  the  best  twenty  variegated  leaved  Plants, 


to  William  T.  Merrifield,  of  Worcester,  $15  00 

For  largest  and  best  collection  of  greenhouse  and  stove  plants,  to 

William  T.  Merrifield,  of  Worcester,   10  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Stephen  Salisbury,  of  Worcester,   6  00 

Designs.  —  For  the  best  Floral  design,  (no  award)  

For  the  second  best,  to  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

Cut  Flowers.  —  For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  to  Mrs.  Daniel 

Tainter,  of  Worcester,   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Stephen  Salisbury,  of  Worcester,   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  William  T.  Merrifield,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  best  Stand,  to  Mrs.  Alfred  D.  Foster,  of  Worcester,   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Mrs.  William  Sherman,  of  Worcester,   1  00 

For  the  best  arranged  basket  or  dish,  to  Miss  Frances  M.  Lincoln,  of 

Worcester,  .'   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,  of  Worcester,...  „  1  00 


Bouquets.  —  For  the  best  pair,  to  Mrs.  Alfred  D.  Foster,  of  Worcester    2  00 
For  the  second  best,  to  Mrs.  William  Y.  Holman,  of  Worcester,. ...     1  00 

Roses.  — Fcfr  the  best  display,  (no  award)  

For  the  second  best,  (no  award)  

Gladiolus.  —  For  the  best  display,  (no  award)  

For  the  second  best,  (no  award)  

Asters.  —  For  the  best  display,  to  Mrs.  George  H.  Estabrook,  of  Wor- 
cester,  2  00 

Dahlias.  —  For  the  best  display,  to  Stephen  Salisbury,  of  Worcester,..    2  00 

Verbenas.  —  For  the  best  display,  (no  award)  

3 
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They  also  recommend  the  following  gratuities  :  — 

Mrs.  H.  D.  Tainter,  Display,   $2  00 

Mrs.  Jonas  Brown,  Wilkinsonville,  Dahlias,     1  50 

Miss  R.  N.  Kinnicutt,  Baskets  of  Wild  Flowers  and  Berries,   1  00 

Miss  Alice  Davis,  Basket,   1  00 

Mrs.  L.  F.  Barnes,  Bouquet,   1  00 

Mrs.  Sandford  Mow$y,  Display,   1  00 

Mrs.  Wm.  Sherman,  Display,   1  00 

Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,  Japan  Lilies,   1  00 

Jos.  Lovell,  Asters,   1  00 

Mrs.  Canfield,  Bouquet,   1  00 

Mrs.  Wm.  Y.  Holman,  Bouquet  and  Petunias,   1  00 

Mrs.  E.  F.  Parker,  Preserved  Natural  Flowers,   1  00 

Mrs.  Hartley  Williams,  Bouquet,   1  00 

Mrs.  Warren  Williams,  Bouquet   1  00 

Mrs.  G.  H.  Estabrook,  Zinnias,   0  50 

Miss  F.  A.  Richardson,  Pansies  and  Phloxes,   0  50 

J.  L.  Tarbox,  Wax  Flowers,   0  50 


The  members  of  this  Committee  found  confronting  them,  a  task  of  unusual 
magnitude  and  difficulty.  The  Contributions  of  Flowers  were  numerous  and 
excellent,  while  the  display  of  Ornamental  Plants  was  really  superb.  A  liberal 
assignment  of  space  had  been  given  to  this  department,  by  the  energetic 
Committee  of  Arrangements,  who  provided  a  special  platform  for  plants  in  the 
centre  of  the  whole  length  of  the  Hall.  This  arrangement  amply  satisfied  the 
wants  of  the  Exhibitors  of  large  and  choice  plants  ;  since  abundance  of  space 
was  afforded  ;  each  plant  could  be  seen  on  all  sides ;  while  a  special  promin- 
ence was  given  by  its  location  to  what  was  felt  by  all  to  be  one  of  the  most 
attractive  features  of  the  Exhibition. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  most  liberal  Premium  was  offered  for  "  the 
best  twenty  variegated  leaved  plants."  Very  few  Florists  in  this  vicinity  have 
hot  houses  of  sufficient  size  to  produce  any  where  near  twenty  first  rate  speci- 
mens of  this  class.  But  in  any  of  the  smaller  greenhouses,  care  and  zeal  may 
bring  to  very  high  perfection  one  or  two  plants  of  the  choicest  species  ;  and 
the  Committee  would  recommend  that  besides,  or  instead  of,  the  large  prem. 
iums  for  great  collections,  two  or  three  prizes  worth  competing  for,  be  offered 
for  "single  specimen  plants." 

The  Committee  desire  that  honorable  mention  be  made  of  the  following 
Contributions  :  — 

From  Mrs.  R.  W.  Taylor,  Grafton,  Sweet  Peas  ;  Miss  Mary  R.  Phelps,  Dish 
and  Basket  of  Flowers  ;  Mrs.  Paine,  Wax  Fruit  and  Flowers ;  Miss  Olive  S. 
Mowry,  Shrewsbury,  Petunias  ;  Mrs.  Wm.  S.  Hall,  Northbridge,  Dahlias  ;  Mrs. 
F.  A.  Collier,  Dahlias  ;  Mrs.  C.  L.  Pierce,  Cut  Flowers ;  F.  W.  Paine,  Cut 
Flowers  ;  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,  Bouquet  and  Dishes  of  Flowers. 

G.  E.  FRANCIS,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  ON  GRAPES,  PEACHES,  QUINCES,  &c. 

Edwin  Conant,  Chairman;  B.  Butman,  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Francis  H. 
Dewey,  Horatio  Phelps,  Charles  Richardson,  of  Worcester;  and  Paul 
Whitin,  of  Whitinsville. 

The  Committee  on  Peaches,  Grapes  and  other  Small  Fruits,  submit  the 
following  report :  — 

A  superb  display  of  Peaches  that  would  have  done  credit  to  the  Society  in 
former  years,  when  this  delicious  Fruit  constituted  the  most  common,  as  well 
as  the  most  valuable  of  all  the  products  of  our  gardens,  was  a  marked  feature 
in  this  year's  Exhibition  ;  and  we  may  hope  was  an  earnest  of  the  "  good 
time  coming,"  when  it  can  again  be  cultivated  with  profit  and  success.  The 
old  stock  of  diseased  trees  has  fortunately  died  out.  A  different  cultivation 
and  a  rotation  of  crops  for  a  series  of  years  have  now  prepared  the  ground  for 
the  new  trees.  No  cultivator  of  experience  can  have  failed  to  observe  that,  a 
young  Pear  or  Apple  tree  cannot  be  made  to  thrive  in  the  spot  from  which 
another  tree  of  the  same  kind  had  been  removed,  without  thoroughly  changing 
the  soil.  For  years  the  Peach  was  the  most  common  fruit  of  our  gardens, 
exhausting  all  the  constituents  of  the  soil  which  were  essential  to  its  growth 
and  development.  By  the  lapse  of  time  and  a  change  of  cultivation,  these 
constituents  should  now  be  restored,  and  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that 
the  Peach  can  be,  now  again,  for  a  series  of  years,  cultivated  with  success  in 
Massachusetts. 

The  specimens  exhibited  by  Mr.  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury ;  by  Col.  Phillips  and 
Mr.  Foster,  of  Worcester,  and  by  other  exhibitors  were  of  unusual  beauty  and 
excellence. 

For  the  best  collection,  of  six  varieties,  of  not  less  than  ten  specimens  each, 
the  premium  of  six  dollars  was  awarded  to  Asa  H..  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury. 

For  the  best  two  varieties,  of  twelve  specimen  each,  the  first  premium  of 
three  dollars  was  awarded  to  Col.  Ivers  Phillips,  of  Worcester. 

For  the  second  best,  the  second  premium  of  two  dollars,  to  Gideon  Harris. 

For  the  third  best,  the  third  premium  of  one  dollar,  to  Stephen  S.  Foster, 
both  of  Worcester. 

For  the  best  variety,  of  twelve  specimens,  the  first  premium,  two  dollars,  to 
John  Claflin,  of  Worcester. 

For  the  second  best,  the  second  premium,  to  Samuel  Smith,  of  Worcester. 

The  Committee  recommend  the  payment  of  a  gratuity  of  one  dollar  each  to 
William  S.  Lincoln,  of  Worcester  ;  Newell  Wood,  of  Milbury  ;  S.  H.  Colton 
and  Sylvanus  Sears,  of  Worcester,  for  their  collections  of  Peaches  ;  to  John  B. 
Pratt,  of  Worcester,  for  his  fine  plate  of  Crawford's  Late,  and  to  Francis 
McCracken,  of  Millbury,  for  his  handsome  Cooledge's  Favorite  peaches. 
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The  Exhibition  of  Grapes  was  not  equal  to  that  of  many  former  years. 
Owing-  to  an  unpropitious  season,  not  a  single  specimen  of  thoroughly  ripened 
out-door  Grapes  was  exhibited.  With  a  soil  and  a  location  which  combine  to 
make  vegetation  in  the  City  of  Worcester  and  its  neighborhood,  from  a  week  to 
ten  days  later  in  the  spring,  than  it  is  fifty  miles  East,  West  or  South  of  us  ; 
and  with  frosts  as  much  earlier  in  the  fall,  we  need  varieties  of  Grapes  still 
earlier  in  their  time  of  ripening  than  any  we  yet  possess.  With  the  exception 
of  the  Hartford  Prolific  and  Delaware  varieties,  both  of  which  failed  this  year, 
it  is  rare  to  see,  at  our  Exhibitions,  on  the  third  week  of  September,  thoroughly 
ripened  specimens  of  any  good  out-door  Grapes. 

Only  two  collections  of  Grapes  grown  under  glass  were  offered. 

For  these,  the  first  premium  of  six  dollars,  was  given  to  P.  L.  Moen,  of 
Worcester;  and  the  second,  of  four  dollars,  to  Wm.  T.  Merrifield,  of  Worces- 
ter. The  premium  of  two  dollars  for  the  best  two  clusters  of  Black  Ham- 
burgs  was  awarded  to  Stephen  Salisbury,  of  Worcester. 

For  out  door  grapes,  no  premiums  were  awarded,  the  rules  of  the  Society 
properly  requiring  that  they  should  be  ripe,  but  inasmuch  as  the  contributors 
could  not  control  the  seasons,  the  Committee  recommend  the  payment  of  a 
gratuity  of  one  dollar  each  to  Mrs.  Charles  Johnson,  of  Northboro,  and  Horatio 
Phelps  of  Worcester,  for  their  well  grown  specimens  of  Hartford  Prolific  grapes; 
to  S.  H.  Burbank,  of  Worcester,  for  his  Delawares  ;  to  Horatio  Phelps,  of  Wor- 
cester, for  his  Concords  ;  and  to  S.  V.  Stone,  and  Ivers  Phillips,  for  their  collec- 
tions of  native  grapes. 

For  the  best  dish  of  twelve  specimens  of  Plums  ;  a  premium  of  two  dollars, 
was  awarded  to  Stephen  S.  Foster  of  Worcester. 

For  the  largest  and  best  collection  of  Quinces,  the  first  Premium  of  three 
dollars,  was  given  to  Mrs.  George  A.  Chamberlain. 

For  the  second  best  collection,  a  premium  of  one  dollar  to  E.  F.  Champney, 
of  Grafton.  « 

For  the  Committee, 

D.  WALDO  LINCOLN. 

Note. —  In  consequence  of  the  regretted  absence  of  Mr.  Conant,  enforced  hy  illness, 
his  place  as  Chairman,  was  filled  by  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Esq.,  by  whom  the  above 
report  was  prepared.  [e.  w.  l.] 


REPORT   ON  PEARS. 
Hartley  Williams,  Chairman;  John  Milton  Earle,  Henry  Phelps, 
John  C.  Newton,  Emory  Banister,  David  S.  Messinger,  of  Worcester; 
and  J.  H.  Moore,  of  Charlton. 

The  Committee  on  Pears  having  considered  the  matter  specially  assigned  to 
them,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  Report :  — 
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Before  proceeding  to  the  more  important  duty  committed  to  their  charge,  that 
of  awarding  premiums,  your  Committee  take  occasion  to  congratulate  the  So- 
ciety upon  the  undiminished  interest  manifested  by  those  engaged  in  the  cul- 
ture of  Pears,  in  its  annual  exhibitions. 

When  we  take  into  consideration  the  very  unpropitious  weather  for  fruit 
growing  for  which  the  past  season  has  been  so  remarkable,  and  the  fears  which 
at  one  time  were  entertained  by  many,  that  the  pear  crop  would  prove  a  failure, 
it  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  that  your  Committee  are  able  formally  to  declare 
what  must  have  already  come  under  the  observation  of  those  who  have  inspected 
the  tables  ;  that  in  variety,  extent  and  excellence  of  fruit,  the  display  of  pears 
this  year  would  compare  favorably  with  the  exhibitions  of  former  years. 

The  whole  number  of  contributors  is  sixty  three,  and  the  number  of  speci- 
mens six  hundred  and  fourteen.  This  is  an  increase  over  last  year,  of  eleven 
in  the  number  of  contributors,^and  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  in  the  num- 
ber of  specimens. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  the  increased  interest  in  the  exhibition  of 
the  present  year,  indicated  by  the  above  comparison  is  largely  due  to  the  influ- 
ence of  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  members,  keeping  alive  that  spirit  of  emula- 
tion, local  pride,  and  public  enterprise,  so  essential  to  the  permanent  success  of 
the  important  work  in  which  your^society  is  engaged. 

The  untiring  efforts  and  self-sacrificing  labors  of  your  faithful  Secretary,  have 
done  much  to  encourage  and  sustain  these  meetings. 

It  would  be  but  a  repetition  of  what  has  often  been  urged  upon  your  attention 
if  we  should  in  this  connection  speak  of  the  great  importance  and  value  of  the 
pear  culture.  That  it  is  a  source  of  luxury  ;  none  will  deny,  that  it  is  also  a 
source  of  pecuniary  profit,  when  pursued  with  care  and  skill,  is  also  susceptible 
of  the  clearest  demonstration. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  the  Members  of  the  Society  will  be  stimulated  by 
the  example  of  their  associates,  whose  contributions  to  this  department  have 
done  so  much  to  give  character  and  interest  to  the  present  fair,  and  that  the 
return  of  another  Anniversary  will  show  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  Con- 
tributors to  this  important  feature  of  our  Horticultural  Exhibition. 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  award  of  the  following  premiums  : 

For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  of  not  less  than  three  specimens 


of  each  variety,  the  first  premium  to  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  $10  00 

For  the  best  twenty  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  to  Benjamin 

Butman,   10  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Stephen  S.  Foster,   9  00 

For  the  best  fifteen  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,- to  J.  C. 

Ripley,   8  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Samuel  V.  Stone,   6  00 

For  the  best  ten  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  to  George  T. 

Rice,   G  00 

For  the  second  best,  to  Geo.  Jaques,   4  00 


18  WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY-  [1867. 


For  the  best  five  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  to  Jos.  E.  Phelps,    4  00 


For  the  second  best,  to  Wm.  N.  Green,  1 1  2  00 

For  the  best  twenty-four  Seckel  Pears  on  one  dish,  to  Adams  Foster,  1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Bartlett,  to  William  Y.  Holman,   1  00 

"    "      "      "     Duch  d'Angouleme,  to  William  Howe   1  00 

"    "     "       "     Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  to  James  Draper   1  00 

"    u      "       "      Lawrence,  to  George  F.  Hoar,   1  00 

u    "      "       li      Beurre  Bosc,  to  David  S.  Messinger,   1  00 

"    "      "       u      Flemish  Beauty,  to  Asa  H.  Allen,   1  00 

"    "      u       u      Beurre  d'  Anjou,  to  Loring  Coes,   1  00 

"    "      "       "      Winter  Nelis,  to  Edward  W.  Lincoln,   100 

There  were  no  specimens  of 'the  Sheldon  pear,  which]*the  Committee  con- 
sidered worthy  of  a  premium 

The  Committee  also  recommend  the  award  of  the  following  gratuities  :  — 

To  Samuel  H.  Colton,  for  his  collection  of  thirty-five  varieties,  $2  00 

To  Hartley  Williams,  for  his  collection  of  sixteen  varieties,                   2  00 

To  J.  C.  Lovell,  for  his  collection  of  twenty-seven  varieties,                  1  00 

To  James  F.  Allen,  for  his  collection  of  ten  varieties,                           1  00 

To  Mrs.  Edwin  Draper,  for  her  collection  of  five  varieties,                     1  00 

To  N.  K.  Richardson,  for  his  collection  of  twenty  varieties,                   1  00 

To  Edward  L.  Brigham,  for  one  plate  of  Doyenne  du  Cornice                1  00 


Several  of  the  collections  above  named  embraced  specimens  of  rare  excel: 
lence,  and  in  some  instances  the  difference  in  merit  between  them,  and  those 
for  which  premiums  were  awarded,  was]so  slight  as  to  render  the  task  of  your 
Committee  a  very  delicate  and  difficult  one. 

The  single  plate  of  Doyenne  du  Cornice,  exhibited  by  Edward  L.  Brigham, 
were  remarkable  for  their  size,  beauty  and  perfection.  This  pear  has  fully  met 
the  anticipations  of  its  friends,  and  has  already  taken  rank  amongst  our  verv 
best  varieties. 

The  fruit  is  of  excellent  quality :  the  tree  is  hardy  and  vigorous,  and 
produces  a  regular  and  abundant  crop.  The  senior  member  of  your  Com- 
mittee, who  was  one  of  the  first  officers  of  this  Society,  and  whose  active  partic- 
ipation in  its  doings  since  that  time,  enables  him  to  "  speak  from  the  record," 
remarked,  when  examining  this  specimen,  that  it  was  the  finest  of  its  variety 
ever  exhibited  before  this  society. 

There  were  many  other  collections  on  exhibition,  which  were  entitled  to  high 
commendation,  and  but  for  the  rules  of  the  Society,  and  the  limited  means  at 
your  Committee's  disposal,  would  have  received  a  more  substantial  token  of 
approbation  than  a  mere  complimentary  notice. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  contributors  of  these  collections,  will  not  be  dis- 
heartened by  their  failure  to  win  in  the  competition  for  a  premium  on  this 
occasion,  for  their  efforts  if  continued,  cannot  fail  of  ultimate  success. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

HARTLEY  WILLIAMS,  Chairman. 
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Stephen  Salisbury,  Chairman;  Charles  Belcher,  Marshall  Flaggt 
James  Green,  George  Barber,  Cyrus  K.  Hubbard,  of  Worcester;  and 
Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury. 

The  labors  of  the  Committee  were  more  easily  discharged  this  year,  than  was 
anticipated  from  the  large  collections,  and  still  larger  number  of  contributors  of 
past  years.  The  small  number  of  entries  is  no  doubt  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
season  has  been  unfavorable  to  the  growth  and  perfection  of  specimens,  and 
for  that  reason,  more  credit  is  due  to  those  who  presented  such  worthy  represen- 
tatives to  our  exhibition.  While  enough  is  as  good  as  a  feast,  we  barely 
escaped  no  feast  in  this  department  this  year.  The  number  of  entries  was 
two  hundred  and  fifty-five,  made  by  eighteen  contributors ;  while  the  entries  of 
last  year  were  two  hundred  and  ninety -six,  from  forty-one  contributors.  Five 
members  of  the  Committee  made  examination  and  awarded  the  following  pre- 
miums and  gratuities  : 

For  the  largest  and  best  collection  of  seventy-five  varieties  to  Alden 


H.  Sears,  *  $10  00 

For  the  second  best  sixty-three!" varieties,  to  Sylvauus  Sears,   8  00 

For  the  third  best,  to  Geo.  A.  Adams,   4  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Canada  Crook-neck  squashes,  to  Elisha  Kelly,  1  00 

For  the  best  three  Marrow  squashes,  to  Alden  H.  Sears,   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Yokohama  squashes,  to  Edward  W.  Lincoln,   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Cabbages,  to  Charles  Nash,   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Cauliflowers,  to  Stephen  Salisbury,   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  ears  of  Sweet  Corn,  to  Charles  Richardson,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Tomatoes,  to  Stephen  Salisbury,   1  00 


The  Committee  would  award  $2  00  to  William  Coe,  and  $1  00  to  O.  S. 
Mowry,  of  Shrewsbury  as  gratuities  for  their  collections,  also  to  Stephen  Salis. 
bury  fifty  cents  for  a  plate  of  early  Tomatoes.  To  Geo.  A.  Adams  $1  00  for 
his  Turban  Squashes,  which  did  not  receive  a  premium  from  doubts  as  to  their 
purity  ;  and  to  Perry  Thayer,  $1  00  for  his  Marrow  Squashes,  which  failed  of  a 
premium  for  the  same  reason. 

Mr.  John  B.  Pratt  contributed  a  plate  of  very  superior  Tilden  Tomatoes, 
Mrs.  S.  Parsons,  a  Turban  Squash  of  1866  ;  Mr.  James  Draper,  a  plate  of  fine 
Tomatoes;  Mr.  Wm.  Y.  Holman,  Squashes;  Frank  Adams,  five  years  of 
age,  Ornamental  Gourds  ;  Mrs.  Warren  Williams,  a  fine  Marrow  Squash  of 
186 G  ;  Mr.  Charles  Nash,  a  fine  specimen  of  Scotch  Kale.  The  Committee 
noticed  two  fine  Water  Melons  as  worthy  of  commendation. 

For  the  Committee, 

STEPHEN  SALISBURY,  Jr. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

EDWAKD  W.  LINCOLN,  Secretary  and  Librarian. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society  : 

The  number  of  contributors  and  of  the  entries  made  by  them  at  the  Annual 
Autumnal  Exhibition  in  1867,  is  herewith  submitted  for  information  and 
record,  in  connection  with  a  similar  comparative  statement  for  the  two  years 
preceding :  — 


Apples,  

Pears,  

Grapes,  Peaches,  &c. 
Flowers,  Plants,  &c. 
Vegetables,  


1867. 


1866. 


1865. 


5-1 

65 
50 
32 
18 


21      6  2511 


568 
621 
138 
929 
255 


27 
52 
34 
32 
41 


186  1309 


262 
445 
92 
214 
296 


30 
71 
50 
18 
38 

207 


The  gross  receipts  at  the  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition,  were  in 

Admission.  Sales  of  Fruit.  Memberships. 

1867.  $451  23  $36  15  $98  00 

1866.  290  40  23  85  90  00 

The  official  year  that  has  just  elapsed  was  one  of  unexampled  prosperity. 
Whether  we  take  into  consideration  the  accession  of  Members,  the  constant 
use  of  the  Library,  or  the  popularity  of  our  Exhibitions,  as  manifested  by  the 
patronage  bestowed  upon  them  ;  there  can  be  no  question  that,  in  each  and  all  of 
those  departments  which  come  within  the  province  of  the  Society,  the  success  of 
its  operations  is  unprecedented  in  its  history.  Details  that  properly  constitute 
no  part  of  this  Report  are  necessarily  embraced  within  its  scope  upon  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  In  the  unforeseen  and  prolonged  absence  of  the  President,  a 
portion  of  his  duties  have  devolved  upon  others.  Not  the  least  important  or 
interesting  of  these  will  be  that  of  explaining  the  actual  financial  position  of 
the  Society  ;  a  labor  all  the  more  cheerfully  assumed,  in  that,  the  burthen 
which  has  heretofore  oppressed  the  Corporation  has  been  so  sensibly  alleviated. 
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No  startling  discoveries  have  been  made  during  the  past  year,  within  the 
wide  domains  of  that  Science  to  which  the  Society  is  devoted.  Yet  investiga- 
tion has  been  steadily  prosecuted,  and  new  and  clearer  light  thrown  upon  many 
problems  that  have  hitherto  perplexed  the  pomologist.  There  can  scarcely  be 
a  member  of  this  Society,  for  instance,  who  has  not  had  his  hopes  highly  ex- 
cited by  the  exceeding  profusion  of  bloom  upon  his  trees  in  the  early  Spring. 
To  a  most  remarkable  extent  was  this  the  case,  the  present  year.  Yet  how 
keen  the  disappointment  to  find  so  few  of  those  blossoms  fecundated  1  How 
much  inferior  the  actual  fruition  to  the  original  promise !  An  examina- 
tion of  some  of  these  flowers,  of  the  Duchesse  more  particularly,  under  the 
microscope,  by  Mr.  Thomas  P.  James,  Botanist  of  the  Pennsylvania  Horticul- 
tural Society,  disclosed  the  fact  that  "  they  were  very  weak  in  their  organiza- 
tion ;  although  apparently  perfectly  hermaphrodite  ;  that  the  stamens  were 
evidently  feeble,  the  pollen  limited  in  quantity,  and  the  entire  flowers  in  a  low 
state  of  vitality."  IProfessor  Horatio  C.  Wood,  Lecturer  on  Botany  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  after  a  similar  examination,  concluded  that  the 
"  female  organs  are  defectively  organized,  and  that  the  pollen  grains  are  not 
well  developed."  He  deems  it  "  highly  probable  that  the  appreciable  want  of 
strength  is  associated  with  a  similar,  but  less  apparent,  degradation  as  regards 
quality  ;  and  that  there  is  a  consequent  want  of  power  in  the  germinal  matter, 
both  of  the  pollen  and  ovary,  which  is  the  real  cause  of  the  sterility."  He 
then  inquires  if  it  "  is  not  probable  that  the  source  of  the  trouble  is  to  be 
found  in  the  excessive  production  of  blossoms?  Of  all  the  various  life-func- 
tious  of  the  plant,  the  process  of  seed-producing  is,  par  excellence,  the  exhaus- 
tive one.  It  is  well  known  how  it  often  cripples  or  even  kills  a  previously  vig- 
orous tree.  Further,  the  period  in  the  reproductive  process,  the  worst  for  the 
plant,  in  which  it  eats  up  its  life-capital  fastest,  is  that  in  which  the  blossoms 
are  perfected,  the  pollen  shed  and  the  ovule  impregnated."  And  sums  up  with 
the  conclusion  that  u  if,  as  seems  most  probable,  weakness  of  the  sexual  organs 
is  the  cause  of  sterility,  and  this  weakness  is  dependent  upon  excessive  blossom- 
ing, the  remedy  would  appear  to  be  found  in  some  check  to  that  excess."  Of 
the  best  practical  method  of  applying  such  check,  he  adds  that  it  is  not  within 
his  province,  neither  is  he  competent  to  judge.  But  it  may  be  pertinent  to 
mention  here,  that  Dr.  E.  S.  Hull,  of  Alton,  one  of  the  most  skilful  pomolo- 
gists  of  Illinois,  finds  it  for  his  interest  to  thin  out  the  clusters  of  buds,  after 
formation ;  without  suffering  them  to  continue  the  process  of  exhaustion. 
And  this  minute  and  apparently  toilsome  task  he  performs,  not  for  amusement, 
nor  to  a  small  extent,  but  to  his  great  profit,  and  upon  hundreds  of  trees.  Imi- 
tators of  his  industrious  example  would  doubtless  derive  equal  advantage  from 
the  practice. 

The  Pear-Blight  is,  perhaps,  the  most  grievous  curse  inflicted  upon  the  pomo- 
logist. No  satisfactory  explanation  ever  accounted  for  it :  no  remedy  for  it  was 
ever  discovered.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  theory  of  Mr.  Berkmans,  ap- 
proved, as  he  asserts,  by  the  assured  test  of  success,  and  certainly  supported  by 
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the  weight  of  his  great  uame,  may  merit  your  notice.  He  states  that  the  micro- 
scope reveals  the  fact  that  the  "  cellular  tissue  of  plants  is  composed  of  utri- 
cities,  of  different  forms,  but  attached  to  each  other  and  continuous,  having  com- 
munication with  each  other  by  invisible  pores,  and  filled  with  a  liquid  com-  ■ 
monly  called  sap."  This  sap  may  flow  too  freely,  thus  over-feeding  ;  or,  if  the 
reverse  is  the  case,  starvation  ensues.  In  the  event  of  a  too  free  flow  of  the 
vegetable  blood,  i.  e.  sap,  the  utricules  are  filled  with  a  greater  supply  than 
they  can  contain.  This  produces  rupture  and  inward  extravasation,  and  is  a 
hcemorhage  which  at  once  brings  death  to  the  plant,  or  part  of  the  plant,  where 
the  accident  happens.  He  adds  :  "  Blight,  as  already  remarked,  cannot  be 
cured  ;  but  it  may  be  modified,  or  its  further  progress  arrested.  If  we  ex- 
amine closely  the  affected  trees,  we  (will !)  find  that  many  of  their  branches 
are  of  a  uniform  thickness  for  a  considerable  length,  and  often  thicker  at  the 
upper  end  than  at  the  base.  This  is  owing  to  what,  in  gardener's  language,  is 
known  as  bark-bound,  and  those  are  the  places  where  Blight  will,  in  most 
cases,  appear.  The  cellular  tissue  in  those  places  is  compressed  and  inade- 
quate to  contain  and  transmit  the  sap  necessary  to  the  normal  functions  of  the 
tree.  Now,  to  prevent  Blight  in  those  places,  give  a  longitudinal  cut,  so  as  to 
divide  the  bark  of  the  limb  of  the  tree  ;  this  at  once  remedies  the  evil,  the 
utricule3  are  relieved  of  compression,  and  can  perform  their  functions  at  ease." 
Mr.  Berkmans  adds  that  he  first  published  this  theory  in  1860,  and  that  his 
practice  subseqently,  by  its  results,  has  convinced  him  of  its  correctness.  It 
only  remains  here,  to  be  enforced  upon  your  notice  that  he  recommends  Inci- 
sion, as  a  method  of  prevention,  and  not  of  cure.  His  exalted  reputation  as  a 
Pomologist  should  command  attention  for  even  His  least  suggestion  ;  while  the 
fatal  nature  of  the  disease,  against  which  he  would  thus  provide,  exacts  that 
no  mode  should  be  neglected  that  holds  out  the  slightest  promise  of  staying 
its  ravages. 

The  influences  that  affect  the  vitality  or  fecundity  of  trees  are,  as  throughout 
the  natural  world,  diversified  and  numerous.  The  tree,  or  shrub,  which  en- 
dures without  protection,  or  even  shelter,  the  most  vigorous  winter  in  one 
section  of  the  Republic,  suffers  serious  injury,  if  it  is  not  utterly  destroyed,  in 
a  lower  latitude  ;  and,  as  it  would  appear,  a  milder  climate.  The  Cydonia 
Japonica,  that  irradiates  our  gardens  with  its  crimson  splendor  before  the  later 
snows  have  melted,  is  scarcely  half-hardy  throughout  Central  and  Western  New 
York.  In  a  hedge  of  it,  grown  by  your  Secretary,  the  first  of  the  kind  in 
Worcester,  and  even  yet  the'  sole  perfect  specimen  ;  which  is  forty  feet  in 
length,  and  at  least  fifteen  years  of  age,  no  trace  of  damage  from  frost  was 
ever  detected ;  although,  once  at  least,  within  that  period,  the  mercury  indi- 
cated the  almost  Arctic  temperature  of  twenty-eight  degrees  below  zero.  The 
conditions  of  culture  are  so  various,  in  different  localities,  that  no  arbitrary 
rule  can  be  framed  or  applied.  Yet  the  difficulty  of  establishing  some  fixed 
law  does  not  absolve  us  from  the  obligation  of  attempting  as  close  an  approxi- 
mation  to  one  as  possible.    To  that  end  the  experience  of  all  should  be  con- 
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suited.  Pomologists  everywhere  should  disclose  the  results  of  their  observa- 
tion, that  the  wisdom  may  be  gained  which  is  promised  from  a  multitude  of 
counsellors.  As  a  partial  contribution  to  this  object,  your  Secretary  prepared 
a  series  of  tables,  which  are  now  submitted  for  your  examination,  illustrative 
of  the  extent  to  which  the  "  Select  List"  of  Pears  recommended  by  the  So- 
ciety has  been  exemplified  by  our  most  skilful  cultivators,  and  inferentially  the 
success  with  which  they  are  grown.  These  tables  comprise  a  period  of  four 
years,  including  every  variety  of  temperature  and  of  one  season  of  inordinate 
and  excessive  moisture,  so,  also,  another  if  extreme  and  parching  drought. 

The  Society  must  deduce  its  own  conclusions  from  these  indisputable  facts, 
which  assuredly  speak  louder  than  all  the  words  that  were  uttered  in  the  dis- 
cussions of  past  winters. 

Of  what  value  is  laudation  of  the  Fulton  and  Henry  Fourth  if  the  practice 
of  members  so  emphatically  contradicts  it  ?  The  Glout  Morceau  with  diffi- 
culty holds  its  own.  Take  even  the  Sheldon,  with  its  high  repute,  and  note 
that  it  would  have  scarcely  appeared  upon  your  tables,  for  the  last  two  years, 
had  it  not  been  entered  ignominiously,  as  a  unit,  in  a  collection  of  sixty-five 
varieties. 
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A.  D.,  1864. 


Autumn. 


Belle  Lucrative  

Paradise  d'Automne  

Flemish  Beauty  

Seckel  

Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 

Marie  Louise  

Fulton  

Henry  IV  

Sheldon  


Winter. 


Beurre  Bosc  

Urbaniste  

Beurre  d'  Anjou  

Duchesse  d'Angouleme. 

Winter  Nelis  

Glout  Morceau  - 


1st. 
20. 


2d. 
20. 


1st. 
15. 


2d. 
15. 


1st.  2d. 
10.  10. 


Total 


A.  D.,  1865. 


Autumn. 


Belle  Lucrative  

Paradise  d'Automne, 

Flemish  Beauty  

Seckel  

Louise  Bonne  

Marie  Louise  

Fulton  

Henry  IV  

Sheldon  


1st.  2d.  ;  1st. 
20.     20.  13. 


"Winter. 


Beurre  Bosc  

Urbaniste  

Beurre  d'  Anjou  

Duchesse  d'Angouleme, 

Winter  Nelis  

Glout  Morceau  


2d. 
13. 


1st.  2d. 
5.  5. 
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A.  D.,  1866. 


Best 

1st. 

2d. 

1st. 

2d. 

1st. 

2d. 

1st. 

2d. 

Total. 

Autumn. 

Coll. 

20. 

20. 

15. 

15. 

10. 

10. 

5. 

5. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

Henry  IV  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Winter. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Duchesse  d'Angouleme.. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

A.  D.,  1867. 


Autumn. 

Best 

1st. 

2d. 

1st. 

2d. 

1st. 

2d. 

1st. 

2d. 

Total. 

Coll. 

20. 

20. 

15. 

15. 

10. 

10. 

5. 

5. 

1 

1 

T~ 

T" 

6 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

8 

1 

1 

1 

i 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

3 

Henry  IV  

•  1 

1 

Winter. 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

9 

Duchesse  d'Angouleme... 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

8 

1 

5 

1 

\\ 
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Many  persons  who  were  formerly  in  the  habit  of  using  a  solution  of  Gum 
Shellac,  as  an  application  to  the  wounds  upon  their  trees,  occasioned  by  prun- 
ing, have  been  deterred,  of  late  years,  by  the  unconscionable  price  of  that 
article.  It  will  be  grateful  intelligence  to  all  who  dislike  leads  and  paints,  to 
learn  that  Gas  Tar  is  a  convenient  and  unsurpassed  styptic  for  such  wounds. 
Composed  essentially  of  Carbon,  it  contains  no  element  that  is  noxious,  while 
its  instant  and  perfect  adhesion  renders  it  infinitely  superior  to  Grafting- Wax, 
or  Shellac.  Trees  of  the  Cherry  and  Pear  can  be  shown,  which,  after  an  expo- 
sure of  three  years,  display  as  healthy  cicatrices  as  the  most  fastidious  and 
exacting  horticultural  surgeon  could  desire. 

The  Bottles  and  Stands  for  Cut  Flowers  have  been  more  than  doubled  in 
number  during  the  past  year.  This  increase,  absolutely  unavoidable  as  it  was, 
involved  considerable  expense,  which  was  much  diminished  by  the  courteous 
generosity  of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society  in  the  loan  of  their 
moulds  or  patterns.  Mr.  John  C.  Newton,  the  efficient  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements,  was  indefatigable  in  this  matter,  and  the  gratitude  of 
the  Society  is  j.ustly  his  due.  Even  with  these  augmented  facilities,  so  great 
was  the  contributions  of  Flowers  at  the  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition,  that 
there  were  but  few  Stands  unused.  Without  the  additional  supply  members 
would  have  felt  that  their  interests  had  not  been  properly  cared  for,  and  that 
by  an  unwise  and  untimely  parsimony,  the  Sociciety  had  purchased  its  own 
disgrace. 

A  quantity  of  Vegetable  Seeds  was  received  in  Spring  from  Hon.  John  D. 
Baldwin  ;  which,  when  sub-divided,  were  distributed  among  the  members  at  the 
weekly  meetings.  Subsequently,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  forwarded 
some  packages  of  Flower-seeds.  The  latter  were  assigned  to  different  persons, 
chiefly  ladies,  upon  their  promises,  express  or  implied  to  report  upon  their 
value  and  vitality.  In  the  non-fulfilment  of  those  promises,  will  be  found  an 
explanation  of  the  inability  to  decide  whether  "  any  good  thing"  had,  at  last, 
"  come  out "  of  Washington. 

A  PEST. 

The  accounts  from  the  Western  States  of  the  destruction  caused  by  the 
Doryphora  decemlineata,  or  Ten-Lined  Spearman,  to  the  existence  of  which 
Insect  your  attention  was  invited  in  the  Report  for  1866,  are  well  calculated 
to  awaken  increased  alarm  among  cultivators  of  the  potato.  It  is  astonishing, 
and  would  be  disgraceful,  were  we  authorized  from  their  past  history  .to 
expect  anything  better,  that  our  State  Societies  and  Boards  of  Agricul- 
ture should  await,  with  such  stolid  indifference,  the  steady  approach  of 
this  pest.  Its  origin  -and  history  are  alike  obscure.  It  is  reported  to  have 
had  its  origin  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  to  which  lovely  region  we 
are  said  to  be  indebted  for  the  Currant- Worm.  Like  that  interesting  creature, 
and  the  Cotton,  or  Army  Worm,  it  appears  from  the  most  precise  accounts,  to 
propagate  without  ceasing.    A  new  brood  is  ready  to  succeed  the  old  one  when 
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that  has  u  fed  fat  its  ancient  grudge."  Surely  those  within  whose  especial  prov- 
ince it  lies  would  be  well  employed  in  devising  means  to  stay  the  invasion  of 
this  fearful  scourge  1 

The  great  improvement  in  quality  of  the  Squash,  during  our  seasons  of 
excessive  humidity,  over  its  condition  in  similar  periods  of  drought,  is  worthy 
of  attention.  Why  should  this  most  excellent  vegetable  be  dryer  and  of  higher 
flavor,  wheu  grown  in  long  continued  rains,  than  under  the  influence  of  warm 
and  uninterrupted  sunshine  ?  For  that  such  is  the  fact,  the  experience  of 
many  cultivators,  in  different  localities,  concurs  to  determine. 

RESTORE  THE  FORESTS. 

A  proposition  was  introduced  into  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  at  its 
last  session,  by  Senator  Cole  of  California,  to  grant  a  certain  amount  of  public 
lands  to  the  States,  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  which  should  be  employed  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  growth  of  Forest  Trees.  It  is  respectfully  submitted 
for  your  consideration,  whether  it  may  not  be  advisable  to  authorize  the  Officers 
of  this  Society  to  memorialize  Congress  in  aid  of  the  measure.  The  evil  which 
Senator  Cole  desires  to  check  and  remedy  is  of  alarming  proportions.  Our 
climate  is  deteriorating,  while  our  resources  diminish  and  our  very  means  of  or- 
dinary livelihood  are  sensibly  affected  for  the  worse  by  the  reckless  and  improvi- 
dent de-foresting  of  the  State.  Many  a  hillside  has  been  laid  bare  that  once 
sheltered  the  valley  smiling  at  its  feet.  The  uses  of  large  bodies  of  woods, 
in  tempering  too  fierce  a  blast ;  or  in  retaining  upon  a  level  vast  masses  of 
snow,  keeping  them  alike  from  impassible  drifts  or  from  too  sudden  liquefaction, 
cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated.  Thousands  of  acres  are  now  lying  worse 
than  useless,  not  worth  the  taxes  for  which  they  are  annually  assessed,  that 
might  and  ought  to  be  made  a  source  of  advantage  to  the  community  and  profit 
to  the  owner.  If  they  can  only  be  planted  under  the  stimulus  of  a  bounty,  who 
shall  say  that  such  bounty  was  not  well  bestowed  ?  Restore  our  Forests  and 
with  them  will  come  back  a  more  equable  temperature,  fewer  extremes  of 
drought  and  flood,  and  a  reasonable  prospect  of  a  reward  for  his  industry  to 
him  who  sets  out  and  tends  the  Peach-tree  and  the  Vine. 
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THE  WEEKLY  EXHIBITIONS. 

The  Weekly  Exhibitions  that  were  originated  at  the  same  time  with  the  re- 
moval of  the  Library,  have  been  continued  throughout  the  past  year.  For  six 
years,  in  succession,  have  these  displays  been  held,  without  a  single  omission 
on  account  of  inadvertence  or  sickness.  That  they  have  been  productive  of 
benefit  to  the  Society,  must  be  obvious  to  the  most  superficial  observer.  That 
great  good  has  resulted  to  the  community  is  evident  from  personal  observation, 
as  well  as  from  the  admissions  of  those  who  have  been  induced  to  become 
members.  The  usual  comparative  statement  of  the  entries,  or  number  of 
articles,  of  each  variety  exhibited  during  the  past  official  year,  exclusive  of 
the  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition,  is  herewith  submitted  :  — 


COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT. 


Anno  Domini. 

Strawberries. 

Raspberries, 
Cherries, 
Currants, 
Gooseberries, 
Grapes,  <fcc., 

Apples. 

Pears. 

|  Flowers. 
Plants,  &c. 

Aggregate. 

1862  

29 

98 

160 

512 

632 

1431 

44 

83 

366 

374 

616 

1483 

1864  

36 

79 

140 

184 

1008 

1447 

1865  

48 

104 

41 

161 

1643 

1997 

1866  

23 

151 

38 

292 

811 

1315 

1867  

43 

112 

51 

264 

1716 

2186 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  total  number  of  entries  in  1867,  exceeds  those  of 
the  year  previous  considerably  more  than  the  entries  of  that  year  fell  short  of 
those  in  1865.  Weather  prophets,  or  the  men  who  "  told  you  so,"  may  compare 
analogies,  or  reason  from  effect  to  cause  as,  by  a  system  of  logic  somewhat 
peculiar  to  our  good  old  Commonwealth,  is  so  often  done.  But  accurate  ob- 
servers, those  who  keep  watch  of  the  Thermometer  and  are  not  oblivious  that 
the  Rain-fall  can  be  measured,  know  well  that  in  sudden  and  extraordinary 
changes  of  temperature,  in  lavish  moisture  or  parching  drought,  are  to  be 
found  the  inexplicable  but  adverse  conditions  that  regulate  if  they  do  not 
govern  all  pomological  development. 

The  Annual  Exhibition  of  Roses  was  held  under  some  disadvantages.  The 
continual  rains,  which  were  so  favorable  to  the  cultivation  of  the  smaller  Fruits, 
were  less  genial  in  their  influence  upon  the  development  of  the  Queen  of 
Flowers.  Nevertheless,  there  are  some  whom  storms  cannot  daunt  and  who 
regard  in  that,  which  to  others  would  present  an  insuperable  obstacle,  only  an 
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additional  and  even  trivial  impediment.  The  ladies  who  have  so  often  res- 
cued this  department  of  the  operations  of  the  Society  from  disgrace,  wearied 
not  in  their  well  doing  upon  this  occasion  ;  and  indeed,  so  brilliant  was  the 
display  that,  by  common  suggestion  and  unanimous  consent,  it  was  pro-  m 
longed  throughout  the  evening  of  the  same,  and  the  whole  of  the  ensuing  day. 
It  is  however,  due  to  truth  to  state,  that  the  appreciation  by  the  public  of  this 
unprecedented  Exhibition,  was  not  such  as  to  encourage  its  frequent  repetition. 
Whether  this  indifference  was  occasioned  by  the  manifold  invisible  and  impal- 
pable attractions  of  the  Federal  Holiday,  scarcely  recognized  officially  and  not 
at  all  publicly  celebrated ;  or  by  the  strong  repulsion  of  the  exorbitant  dues 
exacted  to  defray  the  expenses  ;  it  would  be  alike  difficult  and  'unprofitable  to 
determine. 

The  show  of  Strawberries  was  unusually  extensive,  as  well  as  of  superior 
quality.  Probably  there  has  been  no  season,  for  a  long  period  of  years,  in 
which  this  most  delicious  fruit  has  had  a  fairer  opportunity  to  show  of  what  de- 
velopement  it  is  capable.  The  deep,  yet  light,  snows  of  winter  protected  the  beds 
with  a  covering  for  which  the  art  of  man  can  devise  no  substitute.  With  the 
advent  of  Spring  came  timely  rains  to  settle  the  plants  disturbed  by  alternate 
frost  and  thaw.  From  the  date  ot  blooming,  until  that  of  fruition,  there  was 
no  period  in  which  the  Strawberry  lacked  its  most  essential  and  welcome  nu- 
triment,—  copious  rains.  And  so  on,  all  through  the  season  of  gathering, 
showers  fell  precisely  when  they  were  wanted  to  develop  the  smaller  berries  and 
perfect  those  further  advanced.  This  ample  credit  belongs  to  1867,  and  it  is 
thus  openly  put  upon  record. 

Of  the  varieties  exhibited,  the  Triomphe  de  Gand  far  surpassed  its  competitors. 
And,  if  the  experience  of  those  who  have  grown  it  for  several  successive  years 
is  of  any  worth,  its  adaptation  to  the  climate  and  soil  of  Worcester  cannot  be  dis- 
puted. The  Wilson  was  shown,  of  a  better  quality  than  is  customary  with  that 
much  abused  sort,  which  bears  much  the  same  relation  to  Strawberries  in  gen- 
eral, that  the  Bartlett  Pear  does  to  its  congeners.  Hardy  in  Illinois  as  in 
Massachusetts  ;  bearing  profusely  everywhere,  and  of  good  quality  when  ripe  ; 
let  those  who  have  only  sneers  at  the  mention  of  its  name  produce  its  equal  for 
general  cultivation  !  There  is  no  variety,  however,  of  which  the  plantation 
should  be  so  frequently  renewed,  as  there  is  no  other  which,  by  excessive 
fecundity,  so  exhausts  its  native  vigor.  And  yet  it  may  be  doubted,  whether  with 
suitable  care  and  culture  the  actual  yield  in  bulk,  (quality  of  course  being  disre- 
garded,) of  the  Wilson,  would  exceed  that  of  a  bed  of  the  Triomphe  of  similar 
extent. 

The  display  of  Raspberries,  in  their  Season,was  even  more  limited  than  usual. 
For  some  inexplicable  reason  the  culture  of  this  fruit,  with  its  great  and  many 
excellencies,  does  not  commend  itself  in  this  community.  Nevertheless  it  is  of 
as  easy  growth  as  the  Strawberry,  is  longer  lived,  and  the  product  can  be 
gathered  with  greater  facility.  Of  the  "kinds  that  best  deserve  attention, 
Brinckle's  Orange,  which  was  first  exhibited  here  by  your  Secretary  in  1865, 
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stands  unrivalled  for  quality.  The  canes,  however,  like  those  of  all  plants  bear- 
ing light-colored  fruit,  are  unusually  tender.  Knevett's  Giant,  a  superb  variety 
exhibited  by  Mr.  0.  B.  Had  wen  during  the  past  season,  is  highly  praised  in 
.  the  vicinity  of  Boston  as  also  by  our  esteemed  associate,  Hon.  Jona.  Forbush  of 
Bolton.  Of  the  absolute  or  even  relative  merits  of  the  Philadelphia,  which  has 
been  so  loudly  vaunted  and  so  widely  dispersed,  your  Secretary  does  not  feel, 
after  three  years  of  patient  experiment,  that  he  can  speak  with  decision.  It  was 
originally  advertised  as  perfectly  hardy,  having  endured  without  injury  a  tempe- 
rature of  eighteen  degrees  below  zero  (18-0.)  New  canes  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Oak  street  in  the  city  of  Worcester,  that  were  purposely  left  exposed 
throughout  the  winter  of  1865-6,  where  they  were  not  even  protected  by  snow, 
suffered  no  harm.  But  canes  that  were  similarly  exposed  during  the  past 
winter,  although  shielded  by  snow  almost  to  their  tips,  were  seriously  injured. 
The  Society  will  doubtless  share  the  surprise  of  the  Secretary  upon  learning 
from  Dr.  Joseph  Draper,  the  accurate  observer  for  the  Smithsonian  Institute 
at  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  that  "  the  coldest  day  of  the  winter  was  the 
19th  of  January,  on  which  day  the  Thermometer  stood  at  zero  at  7  o'clock 
A.  M ;  at  9  degrees  above  at  2  P.  M ;  and  at  4  degrees  above  at  9.  P.  M.  It 
did  not  fall  below  zero  at  any  time  of  observation  during  the  winter." 

If  the  Philadelphia  Raspberry  cannot  endure  such  a  tempered  severity  of 
climate,  its  popularity  in  this  region  will  be  of  brief  duration. 

"  Alas!  since  I  so  soon  was  done  for, 
I  wonder  what  I  was  begun  for." 

It  will  be  allowed  one  more  trial  to  effectually  test  its  hardiness,  when,  if  it 
fails  it  will  cease  to  cumber  the  ground. 

A  few  Currants  upon  our  tables  afforded  melancholy  testimony  to  the  capa- 
city for  destruction  of  the  Insect-Pest  which  has  recently  attacked  that 
almost  indispensable  fruit.  What  shall  be  done  to  check,  if  not  to  prevent,  the 
ravages  of  the  Currant  Worm?  It  seems  almost  ludicrous  to  us,  in  Massachu- 
setts, who  consider  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  large  bushes  none  too  many  for 
the  adequate  supply  of  a  family,  as  we  listen  to  Pomologists  in  New  York 
urging  the  application  of  costly  and  scarce  drugs.  Even  were  powdered 
White  Hellebore  more  accessible  and  cheaper  than  it  is,  how  would  its  use  be 
possible  for  a  whole  summer?  And  yet  from  the  first  of  June,  when  the 
earliest  perforations  in  the  young  leaves  were  observed,  until  the  last  atom  of 
foliage  was  devoured,  did  these  ravenous  Insects  continue  their  career  of  devas- 
tation. The  process  of  generation  goes  on  without  intermission.  When  you 
flatter  yourself  that,  by  a  laborious  and  painful  process  of  picking  off  the 
worms  by  hand,  they  are  all  destroyed,  a  slight  inspection  of  the  foliage,  as  yet 
intact,  will  disclose  the  results  of  that  untiring  industry  by  which  the  female 
fly  has  essayed  to  make  the  "last  state  of  that  man  worse  than  his  first." 
Stripping  the  leaves  simply  anticipates  the  work  of  the  worm.  Efforts  to  crush 
the  eggs  upon  the  leaves,  suffering  the  latter  to  remain  upon  the  bushes,  afford 
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a  "gay  and  festive  "  occupation  for  those  who  like  it.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  the  State  Constabulary  might  employ  the  spare  moments  of  their  fascinat- 
ing and  lucrative  profession,  in  this  work  of  genuine,  even  if  not  ostentatious, 
philanthropy.  But  to  this  it  is  objected  that  the  Currant  Worm  is  a  nuisance 
conceded  by  all ;  and  that  to  engage  in  a  business  which  would  provoke  neither 
controversy  nor  ill-feeling,  would  be  alike  uncongenial  to  their  tastes  and  foreign 
to  their  nature.  The  American  Robin,  secure  in  its  statutory  panoply,  with  its 
bill  profoundly  inserted  in  a  superb  strawberry,  cocks  his  eye  impudently  and 
would  be  pleased  to  know  of  what  benefit  he  was  ever  yet  found  that  he,  a 
vegetarian !  "  Natus  consumere  fruges"  should  be  expected  to  make  a  meal 
off  such  disgusting  objects  !  No  !  what  we  want,  and  must  obtain,  if  we 
would  have  Currants,  is  a  material  of  cheap  purchase  and  easy  application  ; 
that  will  at  the  same  time  do  its  appointed  work.  Whale-Oil  Soap  is  beneficial 
to  the  bush,  kills  many  of  the  young  worms,  and  is  also  innocuous  to  the  fruit, 
which  some  have  doubted.  But  its  use  is  not  pleasant,  nor  is  it  sufficiently 
thorough.  A  limited  experiment  by  your  Secretary,  sustained,  as  it  is,  by  the 
practice,  on  a  large  scale,  of  Pomologists  in  New  York  and  elsewhere,  induces 
hope  and  almost  warrants  a  belief  that  the  required  panacea  for  this  affliction 
will  be  found  in  Air-Slaked  Lime.  If  the  Worms  can  survive  an  application 
of  such  caustic  properties,  if  not  administered  by  itself,  after  a  previous  asper- 
sion with  Whale-Oil  Soap,  it  will  be  safe  to  conclude  that  the  impenetrable 
cuticle  of  the  Rhinoceros  is  but  the  diaphanous  panoply  of  the  Black  Crook,  in 
comparison  with  the  vermicular  epidermis.  For  the  benefit  of  those  who  would 
make  trial  of  the  Lime  another  season,  it  should  be  stated  that  it  is  an  article 
seldom  kept  on  hand  by  dealers,  but  one  which  all  can  easily  prepare  for  them- 
selves, if  they  attend  to  it  in  time. 

The  injury  to  Fruit  of  all  sorts,  as  well  as  to  some  kinds  of  vegetables,  by 
the  Birds  which  the  Great  and  General  Court  has  taken  under  its  sagacious 
protection,  proved  even  more  extensive  during  the  late  season  than  ever  before. 
Some  may  have  thought  that  too  much  consequence  was  given  to  this  matter, 
in  these  Reports.  On  the  contrary,  not  a  tenth  part  of  the  annoyance  and 
damage  to  Pomologists,  occasioned  by  these  "chartered  libertines,"  has  ever 
been  narrated.  Yet  all  remonstrance  is  met  with  the  coolest  indifference.  We 
are  asked  if  we  are  unwilling  to  spare  a  few  Cherries  in  return  for  the  countless  ! 
benefits  conferred  by  the  Birds?  Were  it  a  question  of  Cherries,  simply,  but 
little  interest  would  be  felt  in  the  subject.  But  in  1867,  as  in  every  year  preced- 
ing, the  Triomphe  de  Gand  among  Strawberries,  the  Franconia  and  Brinckle's 
Orange  among  Raspberries,  the  Bartlett  among  Pears,  and  the  Diana  and 
Delaware  among  Grapes  did  "  daintily  furnish  forth  "  the  feasts  of  our  modern 
Harpies.  During  the  present  year,  Peas  have  been  neatly  extracted  from  their 
pods,  and  the  kernels  stripped  from  ears  of  sweet  corn,  as  a  sort  of  variety  in, 
feathered  larceny.  And  of  all  the  birds,  thus  protected  and  thus  destructive, 
no  species  is  so  hurtful,  because  no  other  is  so  active  or  numerous,  as  the 
Tardus  Migratorius  —  the  American,  or  pseudo  Robin. 
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Mr.  E.  W.  Samuels,  in  his  recent  elaborate  compilation  upon  the  Ornith- 
ology of  New  England,  constitutes  himself  the  especial  champion  of  the  pseudo 
Robin.  He  enlarges  upon  his  consumption  of  angle-worms,  and  even  enters 
into  a  minute  computation  of  the  numbers  that  he  can  and  will  devour  in  a 
state  of  confinement  and  deprivation  of  all  other  food.  And  he  puts  a 
clincher  upon  his  argument  in  behalf  of  his  client,  by  the  cool  assertion  that 
the  work  of  the  Robin  is  not  appreciated,  because  it  is  all  done  before  people 
are  astir  in  the  morning  !  How  strange,  that  only  the  swift  witnesses  to  the 
good  qualities  of  this  bird  should  arise  with  the  lark  ! 

Now,  for  a  reply  :  —  Your  Secretary  does  not  depend  upon  his  individual 
observation,  direct  and  positive  though  that  be.  True — he  has  seen  the 
Robin  "  come  down  like  the  wolf  on  the  fold,"  upon  his  choicest  fruits,  and 
destroy  in  a  few  moments,  the  labor  of  months  and  years.  He  has  beheld  the 
very  finest  specimens  of  the  Strawberry  and  Raspberry,  in  the  development  and 
exhibition  of  which  he  anticipated  more  pleasure  than  from  their  consumption, 
disappear  down  the  insatiate  maw  of  these  statutory  pets.  Quite  recently, 
before  sunrise,  when  they  ought  to  have  been  diligently  occupied  in  Mr. 
Samuels'  works  of  matutinal  usefulness,  he  has  startled  them,  in  the  great 
flocks  into  which  they  gather  before  migration,  from  his  Bartlett  Pears,  where 
they  had  been  presenting  their  bills  and  impressing  their  private  stamp 
without  Federal  or  proprietary  license.  But  he  prefers  rather  to  rely  upon  the 
evidence  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  an  Army 
and  Navy  that  yet  was  inadequate  to  save  his  pears.  Upon  the  testimony  of 
Ex-Governor  Lincoln,  whose  Strawberries  were  sedulously  tended  and,  when 
ripening,  summarily  stripped.  Upon  Messrs.  John  C.  Ripley,  George  Jaques, 
0.  B.  Hadwen,  and  J.  Henry  Hill,  gentlemen  deservedly  high  in  your  confi- 
dence and  in  that  of  the  public,  who  all  concur  in  the  opinion  that  the  Robin 
is  an  incorrigible  thief  and  an  unmitigated  nuisance.  Gentlemen  are  they, 
also,  of  refined  sensibilities,  to  whom  the  song  of  birds  is  as  joyous  as  to  those 
whose  exquisite  tenderness  is  wounded  by  the  proposed  outlawry  of  a  single 
variety  of  the  feathered  race.  Members  of  this  Society  are  constantly  testing 
new  discoveries  in  Pomology,  as  much  for  the  public  benefit  as  for  their  private 
enjoyment.  Their  labor  will  be  utterly  nugatory,  if  its  fruit  is  to  be  subject  to 
legalized  depredation.  Your  Secretary  would  advise  that  the  Society  address  a 
memorial  to  the  General  Court,  asking  for  a  repeal  of  all  laws  that  protect  the 
American  Robin  ;  or  their  amendment,  so  far  at  least,  as  to  allow  individuals 
to  shoot  them  upon  their  own  premises. 

The  Library  is  in  its  customary  good  condition.  Too  many  of  the  books  are 
in  cloth  binding,  a  fact  which  should  be  considered  in  their  use.  It  has  not 
been  deemed  advisable  to  incur  much  expense  in  re-binding,  at  present.  Great 
inconvenience  is  occasioned  by  the  limited  accommodations  provided  for  the 
volumes  which  are  surely  and  not  so  very  slowly  increasing  in  number.  Should 
it  be  the  policy  of  the  Society  to  retain  its  Hall  in  its  present  location,  the  Li- 
brarian would  recommend  the  erection  of  cases  upon  the  entire  western  side 
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of  the  Library  room.  It  will  cost  but  little  more  to  construct  the  whole  series  of 
shelves  at  once,  than  to  do  it  by  piecemeal,  while  the  "space  at  the  base  of  the 
cases  would  soon  be  required  for  the  storage  of  the  printed  Transactions,  un- 
bound pamphlets,  and  newspapers.  Should  it  be  in  contemplation  to  alter  the 
location  of  the  Hall  at  a  period  not  very  distant,  it  might  be  better  to  bear  with 
immediate  inconveniences,  so  long  as  they  do  not  become  actually  unendur- 
able. In  a  new  Library  Room,  the  cases  or  shelves  would  constitute  a  portion 
of  the  work  of  construction,  and  be  fashioned  upon  one  general  and  convenient 
plan.  Shelves  shounld  be  adapted  to  receive  books.  Books  cannot  be  razeed  to 
fit  shelves. 

The  usual  tabular  statement  is  appended,  showing  the  use  which  has  been 
made  of  the  Library  during  the  past  and  preceding  years.  It  will  be  observed 
that  the  same  gratifying  increase  is  denoted,  to  which  the  Librarian  has  been 
privileged  to  invite  your  attention  upon  former  occasions.  Members  do  wisely 
and  well  to  consult  these  volumes,  which  have  been  collected  without  regard  to 
cost,  but  with  reference  solely  to  their  adaptation  to  the  pursuits  of  the  Horti- 
culturist. 


In  1860  72  volumes. 

"  1861  ■  64 

At  this  date  the  Library  was  removed  to  the  Hall. 

In  1862  114  volumes. 

"  1863  133       "  * 

"  1864  179  " 


January  1st,  1865,  to  Nov.  1st,  1865,  318  volumes.   (The  Official 
year  was  altered.) 

Nov.  1st,  1865,  to  Oct.  31st,  1866  387  volumes. 

"     "   1866       "      "    1867  470  " 

A  Catalogue  is  also  submitted  of  additions  to  the  Library  of  the  Society,  dur- 
ing the  past  Official  year,  whether  accruing  from  donation  or  purchase. 

The  Forest-Tree  Culturist,  by  A.  S.  Fuller ;  Society. 
New  England  Fruit  Trees,  by  George  Jacques  ;  J.  M.  Earle. 

Gardener's  Text-Book,  by  P.  A.  Schenck ;  "    u  u 

American  Fruit  Garden  Companion,  by  E.  Sayers ;        "    u  " 
u       Flower    "  "  u    u       "  u    u  u 

New  England  Fruit  Book,  by  Robt.  Manning  ;  "    11  " 

"       "  "       "  second  edition,  by  John  M.  Ives;  "    "  u 

Mulberry  Tree  and  Silk  Culture,  by  J.  H.  Cobb  ;  "    "  " 

Transactions  of  Ohio  Pomological  Society,  8th  session  ;  "    "  u 
Harris  on  Insects,  rev.  ed.  colored  illustrations  ;      Hon.  S.  Salisbury. 
Manual  of  Architecture  and  Landscape  Gardening,  by  G.  E.  &  F.  W.  Wood, 
ward  ;  society. 
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Agricultural  Department,  Report  of,  1865  ;  Hon.  J.  D.  Baldwin. 
Gardening  for  Profit,  by  Peter  Henderson  5  society. 
Horticultural  Annual,  1867  ;  society. 
Agricultural  Annual,  1867  ;  " 

Transactions  of  Mass.  Horticultural  Society,  1866  j  Mass.  Society. 

u  "    Wor.  Co.  Mech.  Association,  1866  ;  Mech.  Ass'n. 

"  "    The  Illinois  Horticultural  Society,  1866  ;  W.  C.  Flagg. 

American  Fruit  Culturist,  revised  edition,  1866,  J.  J.  Thomas  ;  society. 
American  Agriculturist,  Vol.  25  ;  society. 
Country  Gentleman,  Vols,  27  &  28  ;  society. 
Hovey's  Magazine,  Vol.  32  5  " 
Horticulturist,  Vol.  21  ;  u 
Gardener's  Monthly,  Vol.  8  ;  " 
Agriculture  of  Massachusetts,  2d  series  :  1866-7  ;  C.  L.  Flint. 
Catalogue  of  Library  of  Mass.  Hort,  Society  ;  Mass.  Society. 
Squashes,  and  How  to  Grow  Them,  by  J.  J.  H.  Gregory  j  society. 
Small  Fruit  Culturist,  by  A.  S.  Fuller  ;  society. 

American  Grape  Culture  and  Wine  Making,  by  P.  B.  Mead ;  society. 

New  England  Farmer.    Series  :  Vol.  3,  F-  W.  Paine. 

u  u  u  u    4  11  a  tt 

u  u  tt  a    5  tt  tt  11 

a  k  it  it    ij  a  n  n 

11  ti  a  "11  "  u  u 

a  11  u  u  i2  u  11  " 

<(  11  11  11  14  »i  11  u 

The  Pig,  by  Sam'l  Youatt,  revised  edition,  London  5  society. 

"    Birds  of  New  England  and  Adjacent  States,  by  E.  A.  Samuels  j  society. 

"    Poultry  Book,  by  W.  B.  Tegetmeior,  London  ;  society. 
Record  of  Horticulture  for  1866,  by  A.  S.  Fuller;  society. 
American  Pomology  ;  Apples  j  by  John  A.  Warder ;  society. 
The  Poultry  Yard,  by  Miss  E.  Watts,  London  ;  society. 

u    Kitchen  Garden,  by  E.  S.  Delamer  ;  society. 
Geyelin's  Poultry  Breeding,  Ed.  by  C.  L.  Flint ;  society. 
Bee  Keeping,  by  M.  Quimby,  revised  edition,  1866  ;  society. 
Draining  for  Profit  and  for  Health,  by  Geo.  E.  Waring,  Jr. ;  society. 
Chemistry  of  the  Farm  and  The  Sea,  by  J.  R.  Nichols ;  society. 
10th  Annnual  Report,  Board  of  Comrs.  of  N.  Y.  Central  Park;  A.  H.  Green. 
The  Flower  Garden,  by  E.  S.  Delamer,  London ;  society. 
Illustrated  Strawberry  Culturist,  by  A.  S.  Fuller ;  society. 
British  Ferns  and  Their  Allies,  by  Thos.  Moore,  London  ;  society. 
Butterflies,  by  Theodore  Coleman,  London,  1867  ;  society. 
Cordon  Training  of  Fruit  Trees,  by  T.  Collings  Bribaut ;  society. 

with  Supplement,  by  C.  M.  Hovey  ;  society. 


« 
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Death,  the  grim  Reaper,  in  gathering  his  annual  harvest,  has  borne  heavily 
upon  the  Federal  Department  of  Agriculture.  These  Reports,  in  strict  justice 
to  the  interests  of  the  Horticulturist  everywhere,  have  dwelt,  in  the  estimation 
of  some,  perhaps  too  heavily  upon  triviaL  short-comings  and  venial  faults. 
The  honest  motive  of  the  citizen,  must  be  the  sufficient  excuse  of  the  official. 
But  lifting  up  a  corner  of  the  pall  we  behold  a  light,  hitherto  unduly  obscured 
that  can  be  kindled  into  illumination.  The  learned  Entomologist  of  that  De- 
partment, whose  fame  in  other  lands  aptly  illustrates  the  proverb  that  "a  man  is 
not  without  honor,  save  in  his  own  conntry,"  sparing  no  toil  and  utilizing  all 
leisure,  is  understood  to  have  prepared  and  to  have  almost  in  a  state  of  readi- 
ness for  the  press,  a  most  exhaustive  and  thorough  treatise  upon  the  Insects  of 
the  United  States.  Let  merit  be  encouraged  1  Let  justice  be  done  to  virtue 
even  where  further  censure  is  arrested  by  that  inexorable  hand  to  which  high 
and  low  alike  must  bow  in  helpless  submission.  The  result  of  the  indefatigable 
labors  of  Mr.  Glover  has  been  anticipated  with  impatience  by  all  who,  aware  of 
their  necessity,  at  the  same  time  had  not  forgotten  that  l< patient  waiters  are  no 
losers."  If  the  attention  of  Congress  cannot  otherwise  be  diverted  from  the 
lucrative  task  of  "making  their  own  calling  and  election  sure,  "  it  may  be 
worth  your  while  to  consider  whether  a  memorial  of  this  Society  would  be  ill- 
timed  or  impertinent,  which  should  solicit  some  slight  encouragement  for  the  la- 
bors of  a  public  servant  whose  sole  aim,  in  a  subordinate  position,  has  been  to 
advance  public  prosperity  and  promote  the  general  welfare. 

A  strong  desire  has  been  expressed  by  many  of  the  oldest  and  most  influen- 
tial members  of  the  Society,  that  the  Premiums  offered  by  it  should  be  largely 
increased.  Should  this  be  done,  the  Secretary  would  earnestly  recommend  an 
entire  revision,  or  reconstruction  of  the  existing  schedule.  A  division  of  the 
fruit  into  distinct  classes,  with  an  inflexible  rule  that  the  entry  of  a  given  num- 
ber of  varieties,  under  a  specific  head,  shall  restrict  those  varieties  to  that 
particular  competition.  It  might  not  be  unwise  to  propose  Premiums  for 
Seedling  Flowers,  or  Fruits,  of  a  future  year,  to  allow  time  for  their  develop- 
ment. Who  can  tell  that  the  desired  Strawberry,  —  more  prolific  than  the 
Wilson,  better  flavored  than  the  Triomphe,  may  not  be  educed  from  the 
spirit  of  emulation  thus  awakened  by  the  hope  of  winning  the  Society's  Cup  f 
For  it  may  be  worth  considering  whether,  in  the  offer  of  new  and  additional 
Premiums,  a  more  enduring  and  wiser  form  should  not  be  given  to  our  bounty, 
by  the  substitution  of  Plate,  in  some  instances,  for  money.  The  Duchesse 
Goblet,  the  Crawford  Spoons,  or  the  Diana  Salver,  would  not  discourage  the 
growth  of  Pear,  Peach,  or  Grape,  while  they  would  remain  in  speciosissima 
re,  — 11 A  thing  of  beauty  and  a  joy  forever." 

A  wider  dissemination  of  the  Premium-List  appears,  however,  to  the  Secre- 
tary, absolutely  indispensable.  As  distributed  now,  by  separate  address  through 
the  mail,  the  Annual  Autumnal  schedule  reaches  only  those  who  are  already 
members  of  the  Society.  It  is  a  serious  question,  whether  its  best  interests 
would  not  be  promoted  and  the  contributions  to  its  Exhibition  largely  aug- 
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merited,  by  the  adoption  of  some  method  of  publishing  to  the  whole  community 
the  inducements  offered  for  their  co-operation.  Whether,  in  Saxon,  that  ought 
to  be  intelligible  to  all  but  a  Corporation  Treasurer,  Jonathan  Forbush,  or  Jona. 
D.  Wheeler,  should  be  exacted  to  pay  freight  upon  their  contributions,  gener- 
ously collated  for  competition  upon  terms  of  equality  with  the  members  resident 
in  the  Shire?  Our  excentric  friends  are  granted,  by  their  concentric  agents, 
the  Trustees,  a  grace  of  a  few  half  hours.  Would  it  materially  prejudice  the 
best  interests  of  the  Society,  to  allow,  in  meritorious  cases,  per  diem  and  mile- 
age? Your  further  attention,  in  connection  with  the  entire  subject,  is  invited 
to  the  policy  of  a  longer  retention  of  the  rule  by  which  a  discount  is  reserved 
upon  all  premiums  awarded  to  persons  not  u  Members  of  the  Society."  What- 
ever its  advantages  in  practice,  it  is  believed  to  be  consistently  disregarded. 
Does  it  "improve  the  practice,  or  promote  the  knowledge  of  Horticulture,"  for 
this  Society  to  occupy  itself  in  shaving  its  own  promises  to  pay  the  modem 
money  ? 

The  task  of  finding  gentlemen  competent  and  willing  to  serve  upon  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  Society  at  its  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition,  is  becoming,  with 
each  successive  year,  one  of  increasing  and  greater  difficulty.  The  labor  of  a 
Chairman,  especially,  of  one  of  these  committees,  exacts  time  and  involves 
much  annoyance  and  perplexity.  Superadded  to  these,  he  supplies  in  his  own 
person,  a  most  conspicuous  target  for  the  shafts  of  disappointed  competitors, 
who  fancy  themselves  the  victims  of  intentional  injustice.  Even  Horticultural 
Societies  are  not  exempt  from  such  ill-conditioned  creatures.  In  return  for  all 
these  discomforts,  what  do  the  poor  Chairmen  get  ?  Pecuniarily,  not  one  mill. 
They  are  required  to  be  content  with  the  self-consciousness  of  earnest  endeavor 
and  good  intention  ;  with  the  knowledge  that  their  disinterested  labors  are  ap- 
preciated by  the  more  thoughtful,  and  finally,  that  the  matured  result  of  their 
conclusions  will  find  "fit  audience,  though  few,"  in  the  published  Transactions 
of  the  Society.  Anything  that  can  be  done  with  propriety,  to  induce  gentle, 
men  of  culture  to  co-operate  in  this  especial  field  of  usefulness,  should  be  the 
earnest  care  of  your  Trustees.  But,  after  all,  your  main  dependence  must  be 
placed  upon  that  generous  public  spirit,  unfailing  in  the  past,  and  upon  which, 

"If  Rome  hath  not  lost  her  breed  of  noble  bloods," 
you  can  confidently  rely  for  the  future. 

At  the  late  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition,  two  members  of  the  Society  delib- 
erately removed  from  your  tables  and  stands,  in  wanton  violation  of  the  Rules  and 
in  open  defiance  of  the  explicit  orders  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ar. 
rangements,  the  articles  which  they  had  entered  for  exhibition  and  for  Premium. 
Motives  of  the  meanest  character,  such  as  pique  at  the  action  and  ultimate  de- 
termination of  your  Committee,  was  the  pretence  and  excuse  for  this  gross  im. 
propriety.  Respect  for  the  gentler  sex  of  one  of  these  offenders  precludes  any 
mention  of  the  names  of  either.  But,  unless  expressly  instructed  to  the  con- 
trary, the  Committee  of  Arrangements  will  feel  constrained  to  protect  their  au- 
thority from  contempt,  by  excluding  from  future  competition  persons  who  man- 
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ifest  themselves  either  oblivious  or  unconscious  of  the  obligations  which  they 
assume  upon  admission  within  the  unaccustomed  society  of  gentlemen  and  la- 
dies. 

The  members  of  this  Society  who  reside  in  the  City  of  Worcester,  are  to  be 
felicitated  upon  the  inexhaustibility  of  the  Municipal  resources.  So  rich  is 
the  soil  that  it  rejects  manure.  In  this  "Heart  of  the  Commonwealth,"  we 
behold  no  weary  or  over-burthened  traveller  tempted  by  the  Japanese  invitation 
to  pause  by  the  wayside  for  relief!  On  the'  contrary,  Society  is  so  cold, 
— its  formalities  so  polished, — its  exigencies  so  rigidly  observed, — that  th  e 
very  demands  of  Nature  would  be  subjected  to  State  "search,"  or  Federal  "li- 
cense," unless  endorsed  by  the  Original  Gardener.  Hence  it  happens  that  all 
filth  is  so  readily  discerned.  For  this  reason  it  is  that  the  least  speck  of  dirt  is 
at  once  avoided  as  an  obstacle  by  our  heavily-imposed  and  evilly  disposed  guar- 
dians of  the  Peace.  Therefore,  and  for  that  reason  solely  is  it,  that  the  Sew- 
erage of  one  half  of  the  Municipality  is  to  be  concentrated  into  a  single  chan- 
nel and  thenceforth  ejected  to  fertilize  the  valley  of  the  Upper  Blackstone. 
The  Tax-payers  can  perhaps  determine,  by  reference  to  their  assessments,  the 
actual  cost  to  them  in  money,  of  this  system  of  terrene  devastation.  But  the 
Agriculturist  to  a  partial  extent,  and  the  Horticulturist  in  every  branch  of  his 
profession,  can  but  realize  in  all  stages  of  their  practice,  the  reckless  and 
wasteful  deprivation  to  which  they  are  subjected.  The  aesthetic  man  is  well 
enough  in  his  way.  But  the  Pomologist  is  aesthetic  naturally  and  by  ac- 
quirement ;  and  he  confesses  to  an  honest  need  of  plant-food,  by  whatever  eu- 
phuism it  may  be  characterised.  May  it  not  be  found  that,  with  the  Ordure 
of  Worcester  will  disappear. its  Verdure?  How  long  can  a  Bank  endure  the 
simultaneous  withdrawal  of  its  capital  and  discharge  of  its  liabilities  ?  Can 
you  burn  a  candle  at  both  ends  to  advantage  ? 

The  number  of  Members  admitted  to  the  Society,  during  the  official  incum- 
bency of  your  present  Secretary,  recounts  as  follows  : 

In  1861;       -       -       -        1.  In  1864,       ...  49. 

"  1862,  19.  "  1865,       ...  106. 

«  1862,  42.  "  1866,       -       -       -  61. 

In  1867,  82. 

The  conditions  of  membership  of  the  Society,  have  remained  substantially 
unaltered  throughout  its  entire  existence.  During  that  period,  the  advantages 
of  such  Membership  have  been  enhanced  beyond  measure.  At  the  first  exhibi- 
tions there  could  be  no  premiums,  for  there  were  no  funds  out  of  which  to  pay 
them.  Now,  the  Real  Estate  of  the  Corporation  is  valued  for  the  purpose 
of  assessments,  at  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars,  while  the  Library  supplies 
an  inexhaustible  and  ever  growing  source  of  instruction.  Its  published 
Transactions,  embodying  the  experience  of  a  long  series  of  years,  and  the  pa- 
tient observation  of  a  large  number  of  skillful  Florists  and  Pomologists  are  of 
incalculable  local  worth.    This  is  all  shared  by  the  new  members  upon  like 
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terms  with  the  old.  Has  not  the  time  arrived  when  we  should  put  a  higher  es- 
timate upon  our  possessions,  and  rate  a  participation  in  them  at  a  price  some- 
what more  closely  approximating  that  which  they  bear  in  the  public  judgment  ? 

Should  it  be  your  decision,  after  full  deliberation,  to  augment  the  cost  of 
membership,  the  further  question  will  be  presented  of  the  expediency  of  retain- 
ing the  existing  discrimination  between  the  sexes.  It  may  well  be  a  right  of 
Woman  to  pay  the  fair  value  of  admission  to  our  Society.  The  Secretary 
would  be  the  last,  knowing  how  touch  is  due  to  her  zealons  co-operation  in  our 
pursuits,  to  recommend  or  justify  any  invidious  distinction.  The  whole  subject 
is  urged  upon  your  attention  as  one  that  demands  prompt  action,  and  with  no 
purpose  of  discouraging  or  impeding  accessions  to  the  Society,  of  which  it  is 
hoped  that  the  Rolls  may  yet  embrace  the  names  of  every  man,  woman  and 
child  in  the  community. 

The  Financial  Situation  of  the  Society  is  as  follows : 
Loan  of  Worcester  Co.  Institution  for  Savings,  Nov,  1,  1866,  $7,800  00 

Minus  payments  from  Fund  for  Reduction  of  Debt,  $3,795  00 
Other  Funds,       -  :  -  -  100  00 

  $3,895  00 


Leaving  Amount  of  Debt  due  Nov,  1,  1867,        -  -  $3,985  00 

Two  Hundred  Dollars  ($200  00)  of  the  Fund  for  the  Reduction  of  the  Debt  stil 
remain  due  and  unpaid.    This  sum  will  be  applicable  to  its  further  liquidation. 

The  Gross  Rental  of  the  Real  Estate  on  Front  Street,  belonging  to 
the  Society,  amounts  to  -  -  -  $2,750  00 

The  Insurance  upon  the  property  of  the  Society  has  been  increased  in 
obedience  to  a  vote  of  the  Trustees,  passed  at  their  last  Annual  Meeting,  so 
that  the  outstanding  Policies  rate  according  to  the  annexed  table. 
On  Horticultural  Hall. 

Policy  W.  Co.  M.  F.  Ins.  Co.,  expires  Dec.  1,  1871,        -  $5,000  00 

"     Mer.  and  Farmers,           "      Feb.  1,  1869,        -  2,000  00 

"       u               u                 u        u    u    a             .  lj000  00 

"     Fitchburg,  "       Jan.  1,  1869,       -  1,000  00 

"  "       Jan.  1,  1869,       -  1,000  00 


Total  on  Hall,       -         -  -       $10,000  00 

On  Library,  Furniture,  &c,  &c. 

Policy,  Fitchburg  Ins.  Co.,      Expires  Jan.  1,  1869,  $1,000  00 


a  a  n 


"  "    "    "  800  00 

"     Mer.  and  Farmers,             "  Feb.  1,  1876,  700  00 

"     Holyoke,                          "  Jan.  1,  1869,  500  00 

Total,   $3,000  00 
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It  may  seem  ungracious  to  invite  your  attention  once  more  to  the  inadequacy 
of  the  present  accommodations  of  the  Society,  in  view  of  the  munificence  of 
which  it  was  so  recently  the  object,  and  which  was  so  appropriately  announced 
to  you  by  the  acting  President,  at  the  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition.  Yet  the 
bed  of  a  Secretary,  even  of  a  Horticultural  Society,  is  not  always  of  Hoses, 
Besides,  —  Roses  have  their  thorns.  The  condition  of  the  Corporation,  how- 
ever, whether  actual  or  prospective,  must  be  laid  before  you  ;  and,  in  the 
•  absence  of  the  President,  the  duty  devolves  upon  one  who  has  themes  enough 
of  another  and  varied  nature,  upon  which  to  exhaust  your  patience. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  all  who  have  had  ought  to  do  with  the  Arrangements 
for  the  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition,  that  the  space  at  their  command  was 
cramped.  Not  —  that  there  is  insufficient  room  to  contain  all  the  contributions 
which  have  been  offered  of  late  years :  but  that,  by  reason  of  the  inadequacy 
of  the  Hall,  no  opportunity  is  afforded  for  congenial  or  tasteful  grouping.  It 
would  be  simply  impossible  to  arrange  Flowers  and  Fruits  into  distinctive 
classes,  without  the  employment  of  so  many  tables  as  to  necessitate  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  spectators.  Of  course,  an  Exhibition,  with  nobody  to  view 
it,  does  not  enter  into  your  purposes.  And  yet  it  will  be  indispensable,  to 
insure  justice  in  the  awards  of  your  Committees,  that  such  classification  should 
be  made,  and  that  the  articles  entered  by  contributors  for  a  specific  competi- 
tion, should  no  longer  be  lost  to  general  observation,  in  a  common  indistin- 
guishable mass.  Premiums  are  proposed  for  collections  of  so  many  varieties 
of  Apples,  or  Pears,  and  also  special  Premiums  for  separate  varieties  deter- 
mined by  name.  At  present,  not  one,  even  of  the  Committees,  can  tell, 
without  careful  and  tedious  inquisition,  to  what  objects  their  attention  should  be 
addressed.  And,  in  the  growiug  difficulty  of  finding  gentlemen  competent  and 
willing  to  serve  upon  those  Committees,  any  measure  that  may  tend  to  abridge 
or  alleviate  their  labors,  which,  at  the  same  time,  promotes  the  aims  of  the 
Society,  ought  not  to  be  regarded  with  indifference. 

At  the  recent  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition,  the  arrangement  of  the  Tables, 
and  the  general  distribution  of  the  Contributions,  which  had  continued  essen- 
tially unchanged  from  the  earliest  occupation  of  the  Hall,  were  totally  altered. 
The  benefits  thereby  attained  were  obvious  to  the  most  unaccustomed  eye. 
Beauty  of  expression,  if  the  term  may  be  employed,  united  with  economy  of 
space,  in  its  commendation.  Paradoxical  as  it  may  appear,  while  more  room 
was  occupied  by  the  Tables,  they  also  left  more  for  aisles  and  passage- 
ways. But  it  taxed  our  accommodations  to  the  utmost.  And  the  warning  con- 
veyed in  the  unwonted  profusion  of  Apples  was  intensified  by  the  reflection,  that 
even  that  superb  display  scarcely  equalled  a  moiety  of  the  quantity  which  had 
been  exhibited  in  former  years  of  plenty.  Almost  the  entire  space  allotted  to 
hardy  Grapes  was  usurped  by  a  most  strange,  but  welcome  guest  —  the  Peach. 
Had  the  season  been  propitious  for  Grapes,  it  would  be  difficult  to  assign  limits 
to  the  excess  of  room  required  over  that  at  command. 
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The  conviction  of  your  Secretary,  formed  and  strengthened  by  seven  years 
of  official  experience,  is,  that  the  present  Hall  will  very  speedily  prove,  if  it  is  not 
already,  unsuitable  for  the  purposes  of  the  Society.    In  addition  to  the  reasons 
urged  in  his  report  of  1866,  the  advancing  price  of  Real  Estate,  in  all  acces- 
sible portions  of  the  City,  would  seem  to  render  some  decisive  action  alike 
proper  and  timely.    If  it  is  the  deliberate  policy  of  the  Society  to  hold  Real 
Property  as  the  most  eligible  investment  of  their  funds,  it  would  appear  that 
the  period  has  arrived  when  it  must  be  determined  whether  to  remain  in  the 
present  location  ;  and,  if  so,  how  long  such  continuance  will  be  possible. 
Whether,  all  the  while,  the  price  of  land  upon  Main  street  and  to  the 
westward,  will  not  be  constantly  increasing  :  —  an  increment  that  could  it  be 
made  to  enure  to  the  benefit  of  the  Society,  might  possibly  weigh  heavily  in  favor 
of  a  change  of  situation.    One  estate,  at  least,  has  come  upon  the  market 
since  this  Report  was  commenced,  which  unites  all  requirements  and  would 
fulfil  every  need.  In  the  construction  of  a  building  thereon,  taste  could  preside 
at  its  foundation  and  convenience  dictate  its  every  arrangement.    Fashion  — 
which  so  long  and  persistently  upheld  Brinley  Hall,  and  which  still  reverts 
with  regret  to  its  acoustic  advantages  and  symmetrical  proportions,  would  hail 
with  rapture  the  dedication  of  a  substitute  for  existing  ill-arranged,  inadequate, 
and  unattractive  structures.    The  value  of  the  Hall,  or  Halls,  strictly  so 
termed,  in  our  building,  to  ourselves  or  to  our  tenants,  must  depend  largely,  if 
not  wholly,  upon  their  popularity  as  places  of  resort.    That  popularity  is  influ- 
enced, and,  to  a  great  degree,  controlled,  by  considerations  of  accessibility, 
adaptation  to  purposes  of  amusement  or  recreation  ;  and,  if  last,  not  least, 
beauty.    Fashion  is  seldom  capricious  in  these  exactions.   When  once  she  has 
obtained  them  all,  she  continues  faithful  in  her  attachment.  Washburn 
Hall,  despite  the  influence  of  a  powerful  Association,  was  never  popular.  The 
doors  of  the  Theatre  may,  at  any  moment,  be  closed  forever  upon  the  Graces  : 
the  Muses  be  denied  access  to  its  auditorium.    It'  remains  for  this  Society  to 
decide  whether  a  want  does  not  exist  in  the  community,  which  a  prudent  fore- 
cast of  its  own  best  interests  should  lead  the  Corporation  to  supply?  To 
determine  if  the  opportunity  of  others  will  not  be  found  in  our  omission  ?  If 
there  is  not  a  "  tide  in  the  affairs  "  of  Societies,  as  well  as  of  individuals,  which, 
once  suffered  to  ebb  is  lost  forever? 

For  these  reasons,  in  connection  with  those  adduced  in  his  last  Report, 
which  are  most  strongly  re-affirmed  and  again  commended  to  your  notice  ; 
not  less  than  for  others  that  it  is  not  deemed  consistent  with  your  interests  to 
state  thus  publicly  ;  your  Secretary  renewedly  solicits  your  serious  attention  to 
the  subject  of  a  suitable  and  permanent  location  for  Horticultural  Hall. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  : 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN, 

Secretary  and  Librarian. 

Horticultural  Hall, 
Worcester,  Mass.,  Nov.  6th,  A.  D.  1867. 
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PREFACE. 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society, 
hoklen  on  Wednesday,  the  fourth  day  of  November,  A.  D.,  1868,  on 
motion  of  Hon.  John  Milton  Earle,  it  was  unanimously  voted : — 

"  That  the  Transactions  of  the  Society,  comprising  the  Address  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  Reports  of  the  several  Committees  at  the  Annual  Autumnal 
Exhibition,  with  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  and  Librarian,  just  delivered,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  Members,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Publication." 

Attest  : 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN, 

Secretary. 

Horticultural  Hall, 
Worcester,  Mass.,  January,  A.  D.,  1869. 


ADDRESS 

OF 

Hon.  FRANCIS  H.  DEWEY,  President. 

Delivered  on  Thursday  Evening,  Sept.  17,  1868. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society  : 

Assembled  on  this  Twenty-ninth  Annual  Exhibition  of  our  Society,  to  listen 
to  the  reports  of  the  Committees  appointed  to  award  the  premiums,  I  consider 
that  an  elaborate  address  from  the  President  will  not  be  desired  by  you,  nor  is 
it,  in  my  opinion,  appropriate  to  this  occasion.  But  custom  has  given  you  the 
right  to  expect  from  me  a  brief  statement  of  the  present  condition  of  the 
Society,  and  such  suggestions  as  to  the  future  as  I  deem  acceptable  to  those 
interested  in  its  prosperity. 

Commencing  its  operations  in  the  year  1840,  the  Society  has  from  a  feeble 
condition  grown  till  it  has  attained  a  position  of  great  strength,  and  become  one 
of  the  permanent  and  most  useful  institutions  of  our  County.  The  number  of 
members  upon  its  roll  is  nearly  1100. 

FINANCIAL  CONDITION. 

The  Society  is  the  owner  of  the  valuable  real  estate  known  as  Horticultural 
Hall.  The  annual  rental  of  the  stores  and  hall  is  now  $3000,  after  making  the 
reservations  for  our  own  use. 

The  amount  due  on  the  mortgage  on  the  estate  is  $3005,  it  having  been  re- 
duced since  November  1,  1867,  $900. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  the  Trustees  have  purchased  a  small 
tract  of  land  in  the  rear  of  our  estate,  which  is  of  great  value  to  us,  both  as 
securing  to  us  light,  and  in  enabling  us  to  enlarge  our  stores  and  Hall  when 
desirable.  The  price  paid  was  $1528,  of  which  $328  has  been  paid  from  the 
rents,  and  there  still  remains  due  the  sum  of  $1200.  making  our  entire  indebt- 
edness at  the  present  time  $4205,  which  amount  can  easily  be  paid  in  a  few 
years,  without  reducing  our  proper  expenditures  for  other  objects. 
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WEEKLY  EXHIBITIONS. 

The  ante-room  of  the  Hall  has  been  opened  every  Thursday  afternoon 
through  the  year  for  the  exhibition  of  fruits  and  flowers.  These  weekly  meet- 
ings have  undoubtedly  been  productive  of  benefit,  as  well  as  of  pleasure,  to 
those  who  have  attended  them ,  but  they  are  not  properly  appreciated  by  the 
members. 

Many  of  our  fruits  mature  long  before  the  annual  exhibition  ;  and  the  green 
pears  and  apples  of  to  day  are  to  be  seen  in  their  best  estate  only  later  in  the 
fall  or  in  the  winter.  Our  roses  and  many  early  flowers  can  be  seen  in  their 
glory  only  in  the  summer  season.  At  all  of  the  meetings  are  present  several 
of  our  most  experienced  fruit  growers,  who  are  ready  to  give  all  the  informa- 
tion in  their  power  to  all  enquirers.  New  varieties  of  fruit  are  exhibited  and 
tested,  and  the  different  modes  of  preservation  and  cultivation  of  fruit  discussed. 

THE  LIBRARY. 

The  Library  is  open  every  Thursday  afternoon.  It  contains  many  valuable 
works,  both  Foreign  and  American,  which  cannot  be  found  in  any  private  Li- 
brary in  the  State,  and  a  more  general  use  of  the  library  would  necessarily  tend 
to  a  more  general  dissemination  of  useful  information  on  Horticultural  subjects 
among  its  members.  Annual  appropriations  are  made  for  the  purchase  of  new 
books,  and  contributions  are  often  received  and  always  welcomed. 

OUR  DUTIES  IN  THE  FUTURE. 

What  shall  the  members  of  the  Society  do  in  the  future  to  promote  its  suc- 
cess ?  Increase  its  members — for  not  only  are  the  admission  fees  an  acceptable 
addition  to  the  funds  of  the  Society,  but  still  more  important,  the  greater  the 
number  the  more  co-workers  in  promoting  the  objects  of  the  Society. 

The  admission  fee  of  five  dollars  for  a  gentleman,  and  three  dollars  for  a  lady, 
secures  a  free  admission  for  life  to  all  the  exhibitions,  the  use  of  the  library, 
and  the  right  to  the  annual  publications  of  the  Society.  Each  member,  with  a 
little  effort  on  his  part,  can  easily  secure  an  additional  member  from  his  own 
family  or  friends. 

Let  members  attend  and  send  specimens  of  their  fruits  and  flowers  to  the 
weekly  exhibitions. 

Every  member  should  contribute  to  the  annual  exhibition.  None  should 
refrain  from  the  fear  that  their  contribution  will  be  too  small.  A  bouquet  of 
flowers  and  a  plate  of  fruit  from  each  will  make  a  beautiful  and  grand  display. 

Competition  should  be  encouraged  by  liberal  premiums  in  the  production  and 
exhibition  of  Fruits,  Flowers  and  Vegetables.  While  many  contributors  will 
favor  us  without  reference  to  the  premiums,  there  are  others  to  whom  the  in- 
ducement is  dependent  on  the  amount  of  the  premium  offered.  The  labor  of 
gathering  the  fruit  and  the  expense  of  conveying  it  should  be  amply  compen- 
sated. 
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The  amount  of  the  premiums  has  been  largely  increased  the  present  year, 
and  I  recommend  that  a  further  increase  be  made,  as  from  our  increased  rentals 
it  can  be,  and  still  a  considerable  payment  upon  the  principal  of  our  debt  be 
made  each  year. 

The  attention  of  the  Society,  as  well  as  of  fruit  growers  generally,  should  be 
directed  to  improving  the  quality  of  our  fruits,  and  not  to  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  varieties. 

I  strongly  recommend  the  cultivation  only  of  fruits  of  established  character, 
and  believe  that  if  such  only  were  planted,  and  if  the  time  and  money  devoted 
to  filling  the  garden  with  new  varieties  were  expended  in  proper  preparation  of 
the  soil,  and  in  pruning  the  trees  and  thinning  of  the  fruit,  the  result  would  be 
more  satisfactory. 

If,  as  is  the  fact,  a  list  of  fifteen  or  twenty  varieties  of  pears  will  afford  a 
successive  supply  from  summer  to  the  next  spring,  of  all  the  best  pears,  it  is 
certainly  foolish  to  increase  the  number  by  adding  thirty  or  forty  varieties  of 
inferior  fruit. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  entirely  discouraging  the  experimenting 
for  new  varieties  of  valuable  fruits,  but  this  may  safely  be  left  to  nurserymen 
and  amateurs  on  a  large  scale  ;  and  after  one,  out  of  fifty  new  varieties  per- 
haps, has  been  found  worthy  of  cultivation,  we  should  add  that  one  to  our  own 
list.  The  recommendation  that  I  have  made  is  but  a  repetition  of  that  of  all 
cultivators  of  large  experience. 

After  a  somewhat  extended  observation  of  the  fruits  of  other  countries,  I 
am  happy  to  say  that  I  have  not  seen  any  country  in  which  the  cultivation  of  so 
large  a  variety  of  valuable  fruit  has  been  so  successful  as  in  our  own  State. 
Each  country  has,  of  course,  its  own  peculiar  fruits,  varying  with  its  soil  and 
climate,  but  the  enjoyment,  if  not  the  cultivation  of  the  choicest  fruits,  is 
abroad  confined  to  the  wealthy  ;  and  no  where  is  really  valuable  fruit  so  readily 
and  cheaply  to  be  obtained  by  the  whole  community  as  in  our  own  country. 

While  so  great  an  advance  has  been  made  in  the  culture  of  fruit,  the  ladies 
are  to  be  congratulated  that  in  what  is  more  peculiarly  their  department,  that 
of  flowers,  the  improvement  has  been  no  less  striking.  The  common  single 
flowers  have  given  place  to  the  many  colored  double  Asters,  Balsams,  Zinnias, 
Carnations,  &c.  The  old  plain  Phloxes  have  given  place  to  the  more  delicate 
ones  with  numerous  variegated  colors.  The  smallest  garden  charms  us  with  its 
Salvias,  Gladiolus,  Verbenas,  Pansies  and  Picotees. 

The  cultivation  in  large  quantities  of  the  more  valuable  and  attractive  flow- 
ers is  recommended  in  preference  to  an  occupation  of  the  same  ground  by 
many  inferior  sorts.  The  cultivation  in  masses,  of  flowers  of  the  same  kind, 
will  be  found  to  be  far  more  beautiful  in  its  effect  than  the  scattering  of  single 
plants  through  the  flower  bed. 

A  great  drawback  to  the  profit  of  the  garden,  and  the  pleasure  of  the  Horti- 
culturist, is  the  constant  depredations  of  the  insects  of  various  kinds.  To 
ascertain  the  best  remedies  for  these  evils  is  one  of  the  duties  of  our  Society. 
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Among  our  more  recent  grievances  is  that  of  the  Currant  worm,  which  has,  in 
this  vicinity,  to  a  great  extent  destroyed  the  bushes  or  the  annual  crop  for  the 
last  two  years. 

This  Society  offered  a  premium  of  $15  for  a  safe,  certain  and  economical 
mode  of  destroying  the  Currant  worm.  No  formal  application  has  been  made 
for  this  premium.  Various  remedies  have  been  tried  ;  among  others,  that  of 
mulching  the  bushes  with  coal  ashes  to  the  depth  of  several  inches.  This  has 
proved  a  failure.  The  use  of  white  hellebore  has  been  very  extensive,  and  has 
been  found  effective.  The  objection  to  it  is  its  expense,  and  that  it  renders 
necessary  a  thorough  washing  of  the  fruit  before  use.  Whale  oil  soap,  if  fre- 
quently applied,  is  also  effective,  but  this  does  not  render  the  fruit  particularly 
attractive.  Slackened  lime  has  been  applied  successively  by  our  Secretary  and 
others,  and  at  present  seems  the  most  economical  and  feasible  remedy. 

Considering  the  details  of  the  present  exhibition  as  being  a  matter  particu- 
larly within  the  province  of  the  various  committees,  I  shall  not  trespess  on 
their  field  nor  your  patience.  No  one  who  recalls  the  continued  rains  during 
the  spring  season,  will  seek  for  any  other  cause  'to  account  for  the  diminished 
number  of  entries  of  fruit.  We  should  rather  feel  grateful  that  so  much  fruit 
has  been  perfected.  But  we  are  very  sorry  to  miss  from  our  list  of  entries  the 
names  of  some  of  our  usually  largest  contributors,  who,  discouraged  by  the  in- 
feriority and  scarcity  of  their  fruits  may  have  forgotten  that  all  others  have 
suffered  in  the  same  way,  and  that  it  is  at  a  season  like  the  present  that  we 
most  need  their  efficient  co-operation.  A  natural  reluctance  to  pick  fruit  still 
green  and  hardly  full  grown  has  also  operated  more  than  before  to  diminish  the 
number  of  varieties  exhibited. 

It  is  a  matter  worthy  of  consideration  whether  the  objects  of  the  Society 
may  not  be  better  advanced  by  postponing  the  annual  exhibition  to  a  later  day 
in  the  autumn  season. 

The  unusual  variety  and  beauty  of  the  plants  and  flowers  compensates  us  for 
the  failure  in  our  fruit  ;  and  who  can  look  down  upon  these  tables  covered  with 
the  choicest  fruit,  and  the  tables  and  stands  brilliant  with  flowers  and  with 
plants  of  varied  leaf,  without  pronouncing  our  exhibition  a  success. 
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REPORT  ON  APPLES. 

Edwin  Conant,  Chairman;  S.  H.  Colton,  0.  B.  Hadwen,  J.  Frank 
Allen,  John  S.  Ballard,  S.A.Knox,  Geo.  A.  Adams,  of  Worcester;  D. 
M.  Hemmenway,  of  Millbury,  and  Isaac  B.  Hartwell,  of  Oxford. 

The  Committee  on  Apples  respectfully  Report : — That  there  are  thirty-seven 
contributors  and  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  contributions,  or  plates.  The  ex- 
hibition is  not  equal  to  that  of  our  best  and  exceptional  years,  but  is  superior 
to  those  of  several  recent  seasons  which  were  unfortunate  for  this  main  and 
substantial  fruit. 

In  awarding  the  premiums,  very  close  and  repeated  comparisons  were  neces- 
sary, but  there  has  been  perfect  harmony  in  the  conclusions  arrived  at.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  that, 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  six  specimens  of  each  variety, 
in  the  1st  class,  Stephen  S.  Foster  is  entitled  to  the  Society's  plate, 


valued  at  $15  00 

For  the  second  best,  J.  L.  Woodward,  of  Millbury,   10  00 

For  the  third  best,  Sylvanus  Sears,   6  00 

For  the  best  twenty  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  in  the  2d  class, 

Isaac  Mills  is  assigned  the  Society's  plate,  valued  at   10  00 

For  the  second  best,  Cyrus  White,  of  Millbury,   8  00 


Alden  H.  Sears  had  a  good  collection  of  twenty-one  varieties,  but  the 
number  of  specimens  of  each  was  insufficient  for  competition  in 
this  class. 

For  the  best  twelve  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  in  the  3d  class, 

Adams  Foster,  of  Holden,   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  E.  M.  Banning,   4  00 
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For  the  best  six  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  in  the  4th  class, 


John  C.  Ripley,   $4  00 

For  the  second  best,  James  Draper,   2  00 

For  the  best  eight  Gravenstein,  Alden  H.  Sears,   1  00 

For  the  best  eight  Porter,  Eri  Sanders,   1  00 

For  the  best  eight  Hubbardston  Nonsuch,  Charles  Nash   I  00 

For  the  best  eight  Northern  Spy,  E.  F.  Champney,  of  Saundersville,   1  00 

For  the  best  eight  Baldwin,  Parley  Holman,  of  Leicester,   1  00 

For  the  best  eight  Mother,  D.  B.  Comins,    1  00 

For  the  best  eight  R.  I.  Greening,  no  award  


For  the  best  eight  of  any  other  sort,  S.  H.  Colton,  for  the  Hawley  Apple,  1  00 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  some  instances  where  premiums  have 
been  awarded  to  single  varieties,  there  may  have  been  better  plates  of  the 
same  varieties  in  larger  collections  to  which  premiums  are  awarded,  but  under 
the  rules  of  the  Society  these  specimens  could  not  be  credited  with  a  second 


premium. 

GRATUITIES. 

Samuel  Ellsworth,  thirty-nine  varieties,  Gratuity,  $2  00 

Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Chamberlain,  eleven  varieties,  Gratuity,   2  00 


We  have  collections,  other  than  those,  for  which  premiums  have  been 
awarded,  of  a  considerable  number  of  varieties  respectively,  and  of  various 
degrees  of  merit,  and  some  of  the  contributions  that  were  smallest  in  number 
were  of  superior  excellence  ;  but  the  Committee  thought  it  not  necessary  to  in- 
clude the  entire  list  of  names  in  the  report. 

In  Mrs.  C.  W.  Hamilton's  collection  of  twenty-five  varieties,  there  is  a  Rus- 
sian apple  named  Tetoffsky,  remarkable  for  its  beauty,  and  believed  to  be  of 
superior  merit  as  an  early  dessert  apple,  though  it  was  doubted  by  one  or  two 
experienced  members  of  the  Committee  whether  this  apple  is  rightly  named. 

EDWIN  CONANT, 

Chairman,  J hr  the  Committee. 


REPORT  ON  GRAPES,  PEACHES  AND  QUINCES. 

Rufus  Woodward,  Chairman;  B.  Butman,  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  John  C. 
Ripley,  Francis  H.  Dewey,  Horatio  Phelps,  of  Worcester  ;  Paul  Whitin, 
of  Whitinsville,  and  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton. 

The  Committee  on  Grapes,  Peaches,  Plums  and  Quinces,  having  attended  to 
their  duty,  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  Report : 

GRAPES. 

For  best  collection,  grown  under  glass,  P.  L.  Moen,  the  Society's  plate, 

valued  at  $10  00 
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For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury,   $8  00 

For  the  third  best,  Win.  T.  Merrifield,   4  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  out-door  grapes,  not  less  than  six  varieties, 

J.  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston,   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  John  E.  Harrington,  of  Miilbury,   3  00 

For  the  best  specimen  of  thorough-ripe  Delaware,  T.  M.  Lamb,   2  00 

For  the  best  specimen  of  thorough-ripe  Diana,  John  C.  Whitin,  of  Whi- 

tinsville,   2  00 

For  the  best  specimen  of  thorough-ripe  Hartford  Prolific,  Horatio 

Phelps,   2  00 

For  the  best  specimen  of  thorough-ripe  Iona,  T.  M.  Lamb,   2  00 


For  the  best  two  clusters  of  Black  Hamburg,  and  for  thorough-ripe  Isa- 
bella, Concord,  Adirondac,  Creveling  and  Rebecca,  no  award. 
A  Gratuity  of  two  dollars  is  recommended  to  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton,  for 
grapes  grown  under  glass.    One  dollar  to  Horatio  Phelps,  for  Northern  Mus- 


cadine.   One  dollar  to  T.  M.  Lamb,  for  Israella. 

PEACHES. 

For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  Asa  H.  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,   $8  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award  

For  the  best  two  varieties,  Ivers  Phillips,    3  00 

For  the  second  best  two  varieties,  Newell  Wood,  of  Miilbury,   2  00 

For  the  best  one  variety,  Samuel  Smith,   2  00 

For  the  second  best  one  variety,  R.  N.  Merriam,   1  00 


A  Gratuity  of  two  dollars  is  recommended  to  Wm.  Howe,  of  Miilbury ; 
one  dollar  to  John  E.  Harrington,  of  Miilbury,  and  one  dollar  to  Francis 


McCracken,  of  Miilbury,  for  creditable  specimens. 

QUINCES. 

For  the  best  collection,  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Chamberlain,   $4  00 

For  the  best  twelve  orange  quinces,  Daniel  Tainter,   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  kind,  C.  W.  Hamilton,  (Pear,)   2  00 


And  a  Gratuity  of  one  dollar  to  Adams  Foster,  of  Holden,  for  creditable 
specimens. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

RUFUS  WOODWARD, 

Chairman,  for  the  Committee. 
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REPORT  ON  PLANTS,  FLOWERS,  &c. 

John  Milton  Earle,  Chairman  ;  Geo.  E.  Francis,  Charles  Richardson, 
David  S.  Messinger,  J.  M.  C.  Armsby,  Henry  Woodward. 

The  Committee  on  Plants,  Flowers,  &c.,  respectfully  Report : 
That  four  of  the  members  originally  appointed  thereon  failed  to  report  to  the 
call  for  that  service.  The  Chairman  was  obliged  to  call  on  the  Trustees  for 
substitutes.  The  vacancies  being  partially  filled,  the  Committee,  consisting  of 
John  Milton  Earle,  Chairman,  Geo.  E.  Francis,  David  S.  Messinger,  and 
Samuel  Flagg,  proceeded  to  their  examination,  with  the  following  results  : 
They  award — 

For  the  best  twenty  variegated-leaved  plants,  Wm.  T.  Merrifield,  the 


Society's  Plate,  valued  at  $15  00 

For  the  largest  and  best  collection  of  Greenhouse  plants,  Wm.  T.  Merri- 
field, the  Society's  Plate,  valued  at   10  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury,   7  00 

For  the  third  best,  P.  L.  Moen,   5  00 

For  the  best  specimen  plant,  Wm.  T.  Merrifield,   3  00 


The  magnificent  Maranta  Zebrina,  in  the  collection  of  variegated 
plants  of  Stephen  Salisbury,  is  an  exceedingly  fine  one,  and  had  a 
second  premium  been  offered,  it  would  have  been  most  deservingly 
awarded  thereto. 

For  the  best  floral  design,  Mrs.  Luther  H.  Bigelow,  the  Society's  Plate, 


valued  at   6  00 

And  recommend  a  Gratuity  of  one  dollar  to  Mrs.  Adolphus  Washburn, 
of  Millbury,  for  her  moss  basket  of  flowers  ;  and  a  like  sum  to  Mrs. 
C.  W.  Hamilton,  for  her  beautifully  arranged  design  of  Verbenas 
and  Cut  Flowers. 
For  the  best  collection  of  Cut  Flowers,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,  the  Socie- 
ty's Plate,  valued  at   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury,   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  Wm.  T.  Merrifield,   2  00 

For  the  best  single  Stand,  no  award  

For  the  best  arranged  dish  of  Cut  Flowers,  Mrs,  Daniel  Tainter,   2  00 

For  the  best  Hanging  Basket,  plants  to  have  been  growing  therein  at 

least  one  month,  Wm.  T.  Merrifield,   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury,   1  00 
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These  baskets  were  made  up  mostly  of  Ferns  and  kindred  plants,  and 
your  Committee  were  somewhat  in  doubt  whether  they  strictly  ac- 
corded with  the  intention  of  the  offer.  As  there  were  no  other  com- 
petitors for  the  premium,  we  deemed  it  proper  to  construe  the  offer 


liberally,  and  have  awarded  accordingly. 

For  the  best  pair  of  Parlor  Bouquets,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  Luther  H.  Bigelow,   2  00 

For  the  best  pair  of  Hand  Bouquets,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,   2  00 

No  Roses  were  offered  for  premium. 

For  the  best  twelve  kinds  of  named  Gladiolus,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  John  Milton  Earle,   2  00 


A  very  splendid  display  of  imported  and  seedling  varieties  of  this  beau- 
tiful and  favorite  flower,  was  made  by  Mr.  George  Craft,  of  Brook- 
line^  but  not  being  a  resident  of  the  County,  he  could  not  compete 
for  a  preminm.    We  therefore  recommend  a  Gratuity  be  given  him 


equal  to  the  first  premium  of   3  00 

For  Dahlias,  Mrs.  Jonas  Brown,  of  Wilkinsonville,   3  00 

No  competitor  appeared  for  the  other  premiums. 

For  the  best  display  of  Asters,  Mrs.  Geo.  Estabrook,   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Wm.  T.  Merrifield   2  00 


They  recommend  a  Gratuity  of  one  dollar  to  Miss  Susan  E.  Chamberlain 
for  her  collection,  in  which  the  combination  of  colors  was  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  produce  a  very  decided  effect. 

Of  Verbenas,  Pansies,  Hollyhocks,  Carnations,  and  Picotees,  (the  latter 
being  out  of  season,)  no  collections  were  offered  which  the  Com- 
mittee deemed  worthy  of  a  premium. 

For  the  best  display  of  Pinks,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,   2  00 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  M.  EARLE, 

Chairman,  for  the  Committee 
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REPORT  ON  PEARS. 

Hartley  Williams,  Chairman;  J.  Henry  Hill,  Henry  Phelps,  Ste- 
phen S.  Foster,  John  C.  Newton,  Emory  Banister,  James  Draper,  John 
Green,  of  Worcester ;  and  John  F.  Johnson,  of  Northborough. 

The  Committee  on  Pears  having  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  Report : 

It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  to  all  interested  in  the  culture  of  this  most  valu- 
able fruit  that  our  tables  at  the  present  exhibition  indicate  so  great  inferiority 
in  quality  and  diminution  of  quantity  of  the  crop,  as  compared  with  the  exhi- 
bitions of  former  years.  We  miss  from  our  list  of  contributors  the  names  of 
many  of  our  most  successful  cultivators  of  the  pear — those  who  on  former  oc- 
casions have  presented  some  of  the  very  best  specimens,  and  in  largest  variety. 
The  absence  of  their  contributions  does  not  arise  from  any  lack  of  interest  in 
our  exhibitions,  or  a  diminished  zeal  in  this  particular  branch  of  Horticulture, 
but  from  the  fact  that  their  crop  has  proved  a  failure,  and  they  have  no  fruit 
worthy  of  a  place  upon  your  tables. 

It  is,  however,  a  cause  of  congratulation  that,  notwithstanding  the  season 
has  been  so  unfavorable,  we  yet  have  a  very  creditable  display — that  the  con- 
tributions are  so  large,  and  that  there  is  so  much  of  excellence  worthy  of  com- 
mendation. 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  greatly  for  the  interest  of 
the  Society  if  the  annual  exhibition  should  be  held  later  in  the  season,  say  the 
first  week  in  October.  The  greater  portion  of  the  fruit  and  vegetables  here  on 
exhibition  is  unripe  and  immature.  The  exhibition  is  not  only  less  attractive, 
and  far  inferior  to  what  it  would  be  if  held  at  the  time  indicated,  but  the  loss 
to  those  who  make  large  contributions  is  too  serious  not  to  attract  attention, 
and  call  for  a  remedy.  Those  too,  who  have  small  gardens  or  orchards,  are 
unwilling  to  harvest  their  crop,  or  any  considerable  portion  of  it,  in  an  nnripe 
and  nearly  valueless  state.  Your  Committee  commend  this  subject  as  one 
worthy  the  careful  consideration  of  the  Society. 

The  Committee  award  the  following  premiums  : 
For  the  best  twenty  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  1st  class,  Stephen 

S.  Foster,  the  Society's  Plate,  valued  at  $15  00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  H.  Colton,     10  00 

For  the  best  fifteen  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  2d  class,  D. 

Waldo  Lincoln,  the  Society's  Plate,  valued  at   8  00 

For  the  second  best,  James  Draper,   6  00 
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For  the  best  ten  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  3d  class,  F.  M. 


Marble,  of  Grafton,  the  Society's  Plate,  valued  at   $6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Adams  Foster,  of  Holden,   4  00 

For  the  best  five  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  4th  class,  John  C. 

Ripley,   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  John  W.  Lincoln,   2  00 

For  the  best  twenty-four  Seckel  Pears,  on  one  dish,  E.  M.  Banning,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Bartlett,  Wm.  Y.  Holman,   1  00 

"     "    "       "     Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  William  Howe,  of  Millbury,  2  00 

"     n    "       "     Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  J.E.Phelps,   1  00 

u     u    u       "     Sheldon,  George  Jaques,   1  00 

"     "    "       "     Beurre  Bosc,  E.  L.  Brigham,   1  00 

"     tl    "       w     Flemish  Beauty,  Alfred  Wyman,   1  00 

"     "    "       "     Beurre  d'Anjou,  J.  E.  Phelps,   1  00 

"     u    11       11     Winter  Nelis,  James  Draper,   2  00 

"     "    u       u     Doyenne  du  Cornice,  E.  L.  Brigham,   1  00 

"     u    11       11     Doyenne  Boussock,  John  C.  Whitin,  Whitinsville,...  100 
They  also  recommend  the  payment  of  the  following  Gratuities  : 

To  James  F.  Allen,  for  his  plate  of  De  Tongres,   $1  00 

To  P.  L.  Moen,  for  his  plate  of  Beurre  Bosc,   1  00 

To  Geo.  R.  Peckham,  for  his  plate  of  Beurre  Diel,   1  00 

To  Stephen  Salisbury,  for  his  plate  of  Beurre  Bosc,   1  00 

To  D.  S.  Goddard,  for  his  collection,   2  00 

To  Samuel  V.  Stone,  for  his  collection,   2  00 

To  Ivers  Phillips,  for  his  collection,   50 

To  E.  F.  Champney,  of  Grafton,  for  his  collection,   50 

Respectfully  submitted. 

HARTLEY  WILLIAMS, 


Chairman,  for  the  Committee. 
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REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 

Henry  Chapin,  Chairman;  H.G.White,  Thomas  R.  Norcross,  J.  D. 
Lovell,  S.  Harrison  Knox,  of  Worcester ;  Josiah  L.  Woodward,  of  Mill- 
bury,  and  George  Cruikshank,  of  Northbridge. 

The  Committee  on  Vegetables  have  attended  to  their  multifarious  duties,  and 
submit  the  following  Report : 

"Vegetable  in  its  widest  sense,"  according  to  Worcester's  Dictionary,  "is  a 
term  which  includes  all  the  productions  of  the  vegetable  kingdom — all  which 
are  treated  of  in  the  science  of  Botany,  from  the  largest  trees  to  the  common 
moss."  The  duties  of  the  Committee  are  not  co-extentive  with  Vegetable  in 
its  widest  sense,  but  are  limited  to  those  vegetables  which,  "as  the  term  is  com- 
monly used  are  such  plants  as  are  cultivated  for  the  table."  In  other  words, 
the  committee  have  in  hand  that  part  of  the  vegetable  kingdom  which  relates 
to  good  eating,  and  the  display  was  truly  tempting  in  its  appearance.  Seldom, 
if  ever,  has  there  been  at  any  exhibition  of  the  Society,  so  fine  a  display  of 
vegetables  for  the  table,  and  the  contributors  must  have  looked  with  pride  and 
pleasure  upon  the  products  of  their  labors. 

Good  vegetables  are  essential  to  a  first-class  meal.  The  connexion  between 
the  cook  and  the  vegetables  is  so  intimate  that  it  is  not  easy  to  separate  them, 
because  although  a  poor  cook  can  hardly  make  a  palatable  dish  from  good  ma- 
terials, a  good  cook  will  make  any  decent  article  of  food  comparatively  accept- 
able. Blessed  is  that  family  in  which  a  good  cook  and  good  vegetables  pre- 
dominate. 

If  there  is  any  one  thing  more  pleasant  than  eating  vegetables,  it  is  raising 
them.  The  committee  have  no  sympathy  with  the  view  of i  the  lazy  wag  who 
declared  that  all  he  saved  in  working  in  his  garden  was  spent  for  liniment,  because 
they  see  in  the  culture  and  improvement  of  these  domestic  luxuries,  something 
which  is  attractive  in  itself  and  gratifying  in  its  results.  Nothing  pays  more 
readily  for  care  and  attention  than  the  garden.  The  unfolding  of  every  leaf,  and 
the  growth  and  development  of  each  fruit  and  flower,  are  the  ready  and  grateful 
response  to  intelligent  care  and  cultivation.  The  sterile  field  becomes  fruitful 
with  verdure.  The  quality  of  each  article  becomes  partially  changed  in  its 
character.  The  coarse  western  red  potato  becomes  the  rich  and  luscious  Ber- 
muda, merely  as  the  result  of  a  change  of  climate  and  in  the  mode  of  cultiva- 
tion ;  and  the  culture  of  the  vegetables  of  the  earth,  like  the  culture  of  the 
minds  of  our  children,  brings  home  a  rich  harvest  of  growth  and  beauty. 

The  Committee  have  instructed  the  Chairman  to  submit  the  following  list  of 
premiums  and  gratuities  for  the  consideration  of  the  Society.    They  award — 
For  the  best  display,  Stephen  Salisbury,  the  Society's  Plate,  valued  at... $10  00 

For  the  second  best,  Alden  H.  Sears,   8  00 

For  the  third  best,  Sylvanus  Sears,   4  00 
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For  the  best  three  pure  Canada  Crook-neck  Squashes,  F.  J.  Kinney,....  $1  00 

For  the  best  three  Marrow  Squashes,  Alden  H.  Sears,   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Mammoth  Squashes,  George  Crompton,   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Turban  Squashes,  Stephen  S.  Foster,   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Yokohama  Squashes,  John  W.  Lincoln,   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Savoy  Cabbages,  Isaac  Mills,   2  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  F.  J.  Kinney,   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Drumhead  Cabbages,  Charles  Nash,   2  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen  Red  Cabbage,  George  Crompton,   1  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen  Cauliflowers,  Frederic  Hancock,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  ears  Sweet  Corn,  Adams  Foster   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Parsnips,  George  Crompton,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Long  Carrots,  George  Crompton,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Long  Beets,  P.  L.  Moen,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  White  French  Turnips,  F.  J.  Kinney,    1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Mangold  Wurtzel,  James  Draper,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Tilden  Tomato,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Lester,  Charles  Richardson,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Cook's  Favorite,  Alden  H.  Sears,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety,  Miss  Susan  Chamberlain,   1  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  Potatoes,  of  not  less  than  a  half  peck  of  each 
variety,  and  comprising  at  least  three  of  the  Goodrich  Seedlings, 

C.  A.  Lovell,  the  Society's  Plate,  valued  at,   6  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  Tomatoes,  of  not  less  than  six  varieties,  and 
not  less  than  twelve  of  each  variety,  accompanied  by  a  satisfactory 
statement  in  writing,  tending  to  show  the  relative  earliness,  and 
value  of  the  several  kinds,  Charles  Richaidson,  the  Society's  Plate, 

valued  at   6  00 

GRATUITIES. 

To  George  S.  Coe,  for  collection  of  Potatoes,   $2  00 

To  J.  C.  Lovell,  for  collection  of  Potatoes,   1  00 

To  S.  S.  Foster,  for  Hubbard  Squashes,   1  00 

To  P.  L.  Moen,  for  collection  of  Vegetables,   1  00 

To  Master  Freddie  E.  Kelley,  for  collection,   2  00 

To  Master  Eben  F.  Champney,  of  Saundersville,  for  collection,   1  00 

To  Simon  C.  Fisher,  for  Squashes  and  Pumpkins,   1  00 

To  Chas.  Nash,  for  Tomatoes,   1  00 

Other  contributions  might  properly  receive  a  favorable  notice  in  this  report, 


but  the  Committee  gave  no  special  instructions  to  their  Chairman  in  reference 
to  that  subject. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

H  NRY  CHAPIN,  Chairman. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN",  Secretary  and  Librarian. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society  : 
'  Twenty-eight  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  enactment  and  acceptance  of 
the  charter  of  this  Society,  plainly  and  explicitly  declared  by  the  language  of 
the  act  to  be  ''for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the  science,  and  encouraging  and 
improving  the  practice  of  Horticulture,"  It  would  be  unprofitable  to  waste  your 
time  and  exact  your  attention  by  an  inquiry  into  the  precise  measure  of  success 
that  has  crowned  the  efforts  of  the  members.  The  most  cursory  observation  of 
the  present  development  of  floriculture  and  pomology,  throughout  the  city  and 
county,  as  contrasted  with  their  condition  in  1842,  will  suffice  to  demonstrate 
that  these  exertions  were  not  wholly  fruitless.  But,  for  a  long  period  of  time, 
we  were  aided  by  the  fostering  proximity  and  sympathy  of  the  Worcester  Agri- 
cultural Society. 

The  multitudes  that  attended  the  exhibitions  upon  the  Common  were  attracted 
by  identity  of  interest  and  congeniality  of  pursuit  to  our  own,  at  that  date  hum- 
ble, room.  Our  members  and  theirs,  essentially  the  same,  were  enabled  to 
exchange  experience,  and  by  inquiry  and  comparison,  to  derive  benefit  from 
the  rich  fruits  of  experiment  and  toil,  which  were  thus  submitted  for  notice. 
The  mere  farmer  could  not  fail  to  see  that  there  might  be  improvement  in  the 
garden  and  orchard  ;  while  the  busy  denizen  of  the  city  was  taught  by  his  own 
senses  that  the  animal  kingdon  was  constantly  ransacked  for  whatever  was 
shapeliest  and  most  useful,  and  that  the  search  had  not  been  idle. 

But,  in  August,  1852,  precisely  ten  years  after  the  incorporation  of  the  Hor- 
ticultural, the  Agricultural  Society  was  compelled  by  the  growth  of  the  city  and 
the  consequent  impracticability  of  longer  holding  its  exhibitions  upon  the  Com- 
mon, to  procure  a  new  and  permanent  location.  With  that  view  a  portion  of 
the  present  tract  upon  Highland  Street,  was  purchased,  and,  in  October,  1853, 
the  ground  first  occupied  for  the  annual  cattle  show.  Agricultural  Hall  was 
built  in  1855  ;  as  one  result  of  which  construction,  until  quite  recently,  another 
exhibition  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  distinct  from  and  opposed  to,  if  smaller  than 
our  own,  was  regularly  announced  and  held. 
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Meanwhile,  however,  and  prior  to  the  departure  of  the  Agricultural  Society 
from  the  Common,  our  own  labors  had  not  been  intermitted.  Through  individ- 
ual liberality,  and  by  the  expenditure  of  the  close  savings  of  past  years,  our 
trustees  were  enabled  to  secure  the  lot  of  land  and  to  erect  the  building  which 
constitute  the  property  of  the  Society. 

Passing  from  this  review,  which  was  absolutely  essential  to  a  correct  compre- 
hension of  our  position,  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  secretary,  based  upon  personal 
observation  and  official  knowledge,  that  the  aims  and  purposes  of  these  two  so- 
cieties, with  every  motive  to  harmonious  co-operation  and  union,  and  which 
ought  never  to  be  antagonistic,  are  steadily  and  surely  becoming  diverse  and 
alien.  For  a  few  years  subsequent  to  the  erection  of  our  building,  the  throng 
upon  the  Common  was  also  a  crowd  in  our  hall.  It  matters  not  that  the 
attractions  were  different.  All  were  useful  in  their  way  ;  and  none  of  so  little 
advantage,  that  even  the  simplest  and  most  casual  inspection  should  but  attract 
greater  attention  and  enure  to  ulterior  profit.  But,  since  1855,  all  this  has  been 
gradually  changing, — and  for  the  worse  !  It  is  true  that  by  dint  of  elaborate 
appeals  and  great  personal  exertion,  our  exhibitions  have  not  been  entirely  de- 
serted.   "The  old  guard  may  die  ;  it  never  surrenders." 

Many  recruits  have  consented  to  share  our  fortunes.  But  to  a  remarkable  ex- 
tent is  this  latter  class  composed  of  women  and  children,  whose  countenance  is 
ever  desirable, but  whose  co-operation  is  not  always  so  effective.  The  pomologists 
of  the  county  have  not  held  their  own.  The  attendance  of  those  who  either  are, 
or  should  be,  engaged  in  the  culture  of  orchards,  diminishes  annually.  Has 
not  the  time  come  for  this  society  to  determine  how  far  the  paucity  of  contri- 
butions and  the  noticeable  decrease  of  visitors  are  but  the  natural,  inevitable 
relations  of  effect  and  cause  ?  And,  should  such  be  the  case,  to  inquire  if  noth- 
ing can  be  done  to  arrest  this  tendency,  and  to  avert  the  apparent  and  other- 
wise speedy  progress  from  decay  to  dissolution  ? 

Your  secretary  feels  it  his  duty  to  state  that,  after  much  reflection,  and  taking 
into  consideration  the  present  and  prospective  condition  of  both  societies,  he 
cannot  resist  the  conviction  that  some  method  should  be  devised  whereby  the 
annual  exhibitions  of  one  should  be  more  generally  accessible  and  visible  to  the 
members  of  the  other.  There  are  those,  not  few  in  number,  who  advocate  the 
consolidation  or  re-union  of  the  two  corporations,  contending  that  "Mahomet 
must  go  to  to  the  mountain  if  the  mountain  will  not  come  to  Mahomet."  Their 
argument  briefly  set  forth,  is,  that  if,  by  reason  of  superior  attraction,  partial 
repulsion  or  latent  aversion,  the  manhood  of  the  county  should  be  driven  from 
us,  the  womanhood  will,  in  the  order  of  nature,  follow  in  the  same  track.  That 
while  comity,  even  stronger  than  a  sense  of  expediency,  may  restrain  the  par- 
ent association  from  direct  competition  with  us,  in  our  especial  province,  yet  we 
can  have  no  guaranty  of  the  permanence  of  such  feeling;  while  the  possibility  of 
its  change  to  our  disadvantage  cannot  be  safely  dismissed  from  our  calculations 
for  the  future.  The  recent  signal  success  of  the  Agricultural  Society,  in  its 
appeal  to  the  public  for  patronage  and  support  in  its  bold  enterprise,  involving 
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as  it  did  so  much  of  labor  and  outlay,  are  adduced  as  ample  vindication  of  the 
wisdom  of  those  who  projected  and  achieved  the  enlargement  of  its  grounds  and 
operations. 

Your  secretary  never  wavered  in  his  faith  that  similar  good  fortune  would 
attend  us,  in  the  change  of  location  and  the  construction  of  a  more  eligible 
hall,  as  recommended  in  his  later  reports.  You  are  all  aware  that  the  capacity 
of  our  hall  is  limited,  and  that  its  proportions  could  scarcely  be  enlarged,  save 
by  upright  erection.  The  recent  acquisition  of  land  in  the  rear  of  the  build- 
ing, although  eminently  wise  in  itself,  cannot,  for  an  obvious  reason,  be  profit- 
ably employed  for  the  purposes  of  construction.  Possessing,  then,  just  so 
much  space,  receiving  annually  precisely  so  much  patronage,  if,  indeed,  it  does 
not  diminish,  will  you  consent  longer  simply  to  vegetate  ?  The  policy,  formerly 
suggested  by  your  secretary,  did  not  meet  your  approbation.  He  has  consoled 
himself  since  by  reflecting  that  the  measure  of  acceptation  that  may  be  ac- 
corded to  an  idea  is  sometimes  in  inverse  ratio  to  its  merit. 

If  consolidation  is  beneficial  to  other  corporations,  why,  it  is  argued,  should 
it  not  prove  advantageous  to  societies  engaged,  as  are  the  Agricultural  and  our 
own,  in  kindred  pursuits  ?  A  reunion,  it  is  suggested,  would  constitute  us  a 
vital  portion  of  one  large  and  powerful  organization,  unequalled  in  numbers, 
and  only  surpassed  in  pecuniary  resources  by  the  Horticultural  Society  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. Such  an  organization  could,  as  it  ought,  afford  inducements  for 
experiments  and  improvements.  It  could,  as  it  should,  encourage  the  introduc- 
tion and  domestication  of  new  vegetables,  fruits  and  flowers,  aye,  even  of  ani- 
mals. It  would  be  able,  and  being  able  might  be  disposed,  to  compensate, 
however  inadequately,  much  service  upon  committees  and  elsewhere,  that  is 
now  grudgingly  repaid  in  thanks.  Its  membership  would  be  sought,  as  confer- 
ring dignity  upon  its  possessor,  and  might  therefore  be  appreciated  at  its  proper 
value.  Its  offices  could  be  filled  without  the  actual  coercion  that  is  now  re- 
quired, or,  the  direct  appeals- to  public  spirit  or  local  pride  that  have  hitherto 
proved  indispensible.  The  two  societies,  in  their  separate  existence,  have  done 
much  to  develope  throughout  the  county  a  love  for  the  beautiful  and  useful  in 
nature.  The  town  clubs,  which  have  so  multiplied  of  late,  have  deepened  and 
widened  this  influence  in  their  several  localities.  But  what  limit  can  be  as- 
signed to  the  power  and  capacity  for  usefulness  of  a  society  which  should  con- 
centrate within  itself  all  that  wealth  and  zeal  and  energy,  and  direct  them  with 
a  single  aim  and  a  deliberate  purpose  ? 

A  re-uniou  would  not  necessitate  a  removal  of  the  Library  to  Agricultural 
Hall.  Were  such  to  be  the  result,  this  society  should  not  entertain  the  propo- 
sition for  a  moment.  If  the  present  room  could  not  be  retained,  future  exemp- 
tion from  taxation  would  supply  the  means  for  the  hire  of  another  in  possibly  a 
more  eligible  location.  The  Public  Library  of  the  city  of  Worcester  will  soon 
outgrow  its  accommodations.  Upon  the  construction  of  a  new  and  more  suit- 
able edifice,  space  might  be  spared  for  us.  The  weekly  exhibitions  could  con- 
tinue uninterrupted. 
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Some  of  you  may  incline  to  the  opinion  that  the  location  is  too  remote.  To 
such  I  would  commend  a  view  of  the  city  from  Newton  Hill.  From  that  com- 
manding eminence,  itself  an  object  of  beauty  to  the  horticulturist,  let  them 
behold  the  rapid  growth  of  the  municipality,  stretching  out  its  arms  and  fast 
encircling  Agricultural  Park  in  a  closer  embrace.  Let  them  be  made  aware, 
if  not  already  cognizant  of  the  fact,  that  Oread  Hill  is  nigher  that  Park  than 
is  Lincoln  Square.  And  yet,  gentlemen,  my  opinion  is  decided  that,  in  the 
event  of  a  re-union  being  determined  upon,  Agricultural  Hall  should  be  re- 
moved to  the  easterly  side  of  the  grounds  ;  should  be  materially  enlarged  and 
thoroughly  adapted  to  its  new  uses  ;  and,  more  essential  than  all,  that  access 
to  it  should  be  from  Sever  street. 

Your  secretary,  in  violation  of  tbe  promise  of  brevity  with  which  he  com- 
menced, has  thus  set  forth  the  reasons  brought  forward  by  those  who  favor  the 
re-union  of  the  two  societies.  So  far  as  they  tend  to  give  a  wider  expansion  to 
our  own  sphere  of  usefulness,  by  displaying  to  multitudes  who  now  never  see 
them,  the  fruits  of  our  experiments  and  labors,  thereby  awakening  emulation, 
and  to  a  greater  degree  realizing  the  intention  of  this  Society,  they  commend 
themselves  to  his  judgment.  But  it  must  not  be  disguised  that  the  objections 
are  serious,  perhaps  insurmountable.  Our  property  is  valuable,  well  invested, 
steadily  appreciating,  and  substantially  unencumbered.  In  many  of  these  par- 
ticulars, perhaps  the  Agricultural  Society  might  claim  equality.  But  they 
labor,  and  must  for  years,  under  the  incubus  of  an  indebtedness  that  cannot 
fail  to  cramp  their  actions  and  materially  diminish  their  usefulness.  They 
must  depend  entirely  upon  their  receipts  for  admission,  a  reliance  which  hitherto 
has  not  failed  them,  but  in  which  an  inopportune  and  severe  storm  would  essen- 
tially shake  their  faith.  Our  own  Hall,  on  the  other  hand,  yields  a  handsome 
income,  from  which  the  expenses  of  our  ordinary  operations  and  the  sum  of  our 
premiums  may  be  defrayed. 

The  gravest  objection  to  a  consolidation  or  re-union,  however,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  somewhat  anomalous  character  which  the  Agricultural  Society  appears 
to  be  assuming.  Our  place  would  be  appropriate  enough,  anywhere,  in  an  ex- 
hibition purely  of  terras-culture.  But  whether  we  should  "advance  the  science 
and  improve  the  practice  of  horticulture"  by  occupying  a  seat  in  a  trotting 
sulky,  is  a  problem  too  profound  for  the  astuteness  of  your  secretary.  That  we 
might  be  invited  to  that  entertainment,  is  certainly  within  the  bounds  of  possi- 
bility. 

It  has  also  been  proposed,  by  some  of  our  active  and  judicious  members, 
that  we  try  the  experiment  of  holding  an  exhibition,  concurrent  with  that  of 
the  Agricultural  Society,  that  corporation  supplying  the  room  and  our  own  as- 
suming the  risk.  The  only  objection  to  this,  in  the  mind  of  your  secretary, 
would  arise  from  the  present  location  of  Agricultural  Hall. 

The  whole  matter  is  commended  to  your  serious  attention  as  one  worthy  of 
the  gravest  consideration.  Your  secretary  has  spent  much  thought  and  time 
upon  it,  and  has  been  unable  to  attain  a  satisfactory  conclusion.    That  our  own 
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society  is  not,  however,  at  present  accomplishing  the  purposes  of  its  founders, 
appears  to  him  capable  of  demonstration.  That  it  should  at  least  make  an 
effort  so  to  do  probably  few  will  deny.  For  himself,  he  can  only  say  that,  while 
willing  to  labor  in  the  place  to  which  he  has  been  assigned  by  your  partiality, 
so  long  as  he  can  be  of  use,  he  wishes  it  distinctly  understood  that  he  cannot 
continue  the  figure  head  of  an  organization  that  will  not  prove  true  to  its  mis- 
sion. He  would,  however,  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Trustees  be  advised  to 
adopt  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  with  instructions  to  consider 
the  subject  of  the  present  condition  of  this  Society  as  affecting  the  objects  and 
pursuits  for  which  it  was  founded  ;  that  the  said  committee  confer  with  any 
committee  that  may  be  appointed  to  meet  them  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Worces- 
ter Agricultural  Society,  to  the  end  that,  after  mutual  consultation,  it  may  be 
determined  if  any  restoration  of  the  ancient  relations  of  the  two  Societies  shall 
be  desirable,  expedient  or  practicable  ;  and  that  said  committee  on  the  part  of 
this  Society  make  report  of  their  action  to  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  here- 
after for  its  consideration. 

The  operations  of  the  Society  throughout  the  summer  call  for  no  extended 
remark.  The  weekly  meetings  in  that  season,  as  during  the  entire  year  that 
has  just  elapsed,  have  fluctuated  in  attraction  and  attendance.  The  show  of 
Roses  and  Strawberries,  which  has  been  continued  since  1864,  was  of  unusual 
excellence.  But  it  is  only  doing  justice  to  the  community,  for  whose  instruc- 
tion and  delight  these  exhibitions  were  initiated,  to  state  that  they  appear  to 
awaken  the  least  possible  interest.  And  it  will  be  a  question  well  worth  con- 
sidering in  1869  whether  these  exhibitions,  if  continued,  may  not  be  advanta- 
geously held  in  the  library  instead  of  the  main  hall. 

But  two  dishes  of  Currants  were  shown,  by  as  many  contributors,  in  the  whole 
season.  The  worm  has  done  its  work  effectually.  Of  the  two  lots  exhibited, 
that  of  your  secretary  was  secured  by  a  free  use  of  air-slaked  lime,  which  is 
proved  to  be  a  certain,  though  not  particularly  ornamental  safeguard.  The 
currants  of  Mr.  Joseph  E.  Phelps,  superior  as  they  were  in  every  respect,  owed 
their  preservation  to  the  use  of  white  hellebore,  which  has  been  tested  the  past 
season  with  signal  and  unvarying  success.  Its  great  cost,  however,  is  an  ob- 
jection to  its  general  use.  In  Mr.  Phelps'  method  of  application  it  is  believed 
by  your  secretary  that  this  evil  of  expense  is  obviated.  He  uses  it  in  solution, 
in  the  proportion  of  three  tablespoonfuls  to  a  bucket  of  water,  and  remarks 
that  the  worms  "drop  as  if  shot."  Should  this  mode  of  applying  hellebore  ap- 
prove itself,  upon  further  trial,  to  be  as  effectual  as  it  was  found  by  Mr.  Phelps^ 
that  gentleman  would  seem  entitled  to  claim  the  special  premium  offered  by  the 
Trustees.  It  is  but  an  act  of  simple  justice,  however,  to  add  that,  for  this  purse 
there  may  be  competition.  Your  secretary  has  received  a  communication  from 
William  T.  Harris,  gardener  to  George  Crompton,  Esq.,  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing important  extract  is  taken  for  your  information  : 

"Take  whale  oil  soap,  dissolved  at  the  rate  of  5  lbs.  to  15  gallons  of  water. 
Let  the  soap  be  dissolved  first  in  boiling  water,  1  quart  to  a  pound,  and  when 
thoroughly  dissolved  add  the  cold  water,  (soft  water  is  best,)  after  which,  with 
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a  syringe  or  watering  pot,  apply  it  to  the  trees  or  bushes  affected.  Use  a  rose 
upon  the  syringe  and  be  sure  that  all  parts  of  the  leaves  are  well  saturated  with 
the  liquid.  What  falls  to  the  ground  will  aid  in  destroying  the  worms  which 
have  been  washed  off,  as  well  as  enrich  the  soil.  The  cost  is  trifling  when 
compared  with  other  receipts,  and  infinitely  more  effectual,  as  two  or  at  most 
three  applications  are  enough  through  all  the  season.  Neither  dew  nor  rain 
qffeet  it.  In  addition  to  the  above,  I  strongly  recommend  a  slight  covering  of 
gas-lime,  say  half  an  inch  thick,  strewn  under  and  around  each  tree  or  bush  of 
currant  or  gooseberry  very  early  in  spring,  before  the  leaf  appears,  as  the 
effluvia  from  gas-lime  is  highly  offensive  to  all  the  moth  tribe.  I  tried  it  in 
Cambridge  two  years  since,  and  I  was  not  troubled  with  a  moth  or  caterpillar 
for  the  season,  although  my  neighbors  were  in  au  awful  plight/' 

It  will  be  observed  by  the  above  that  Mr.  Harris  varies  from  the  formula  of 
the  late  Mr.  Haggerston  in  increasing  the  proportion  of  whale  oil  soap  to  water 
as  one  in  three  is  to  one  in  seven.  Of  course  neither  Mr.  Phelps  nor  Mr.  Har- 
ris pretend  to  have  originated  the  employment  of  the  hellebore  or  soap.  And 
it  should  also  be  added  that  neither  of  these  gentlemen  have  made  any  claim 
whatever  upon  this  Society.  But  they  do  think  that  they  have  discovered  im- 
proved methods — the  one  of  application  and  the  other  of  proportion,  whereby 
the  objects  which  the  Trustees  had  in  view  in  the  proposal  of  a  premium,  may 
be  more  cheaply  and  effectually  obtained  than  in  any  other  known  way.  The 
subject  is  commended  to  your  attention,  with  the  suggestion  that  the  experi- 
ments of  members,  thus  enlightened,  during  the  next  season,  may  afford  such 
facts  as  to  guide  you  in  doing  equal  and  exact  justice. 

A  table  of  entries,  or  number  of  articles  of  each  variety,  exhibited  during 
the  past  official  year,  exclusive  of  those  displayed  at  the  annual  autumnal  exhi- 
bition, is  herewith  submitted  : 

COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT. 


Anno  Domini. 

Strawberries. 

Raspberries, 
Cherries, 
i  Currants, 
Gooseberries, 
Grapes,  Peaches,  &c. 

Apples. 

Pears. 

Flowers, 
Plants,  &c. 

Total. 

1862  

29 

98 

160 

512 

632 

1431 

1863  

44 

83 

366 

374 

616 

1483 

1864  

36 

79 

140 

184 

1008 

1447 

1865  

48 

104 

41 

161 

1643 

1997 

1866...  

23 

151 

38 

292 

811 

1315 

1867  

43 

112 

51 

264 

1716 

2186 

1868  

37 

132 

111 

120 

807 

1207 

The  Library  has  received  constant  accretion,  both  from  donation  and  pur- 
chase. To  Hon.  Andrew  H.  Green,  of  New  York,  and  Charles  L.  Flint,  the 
accomplished  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  of  Massachusetts,  our 
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thanks  are  particularly  due.  The  latter  gentleman  is  entitled  to  especial  ac- 
knowledgment for  the  gift  of  some  thirty  volumes  of  "Transactions"  of  the 
agricultural  societies  of  different  commonwealths  throughout  our  widely  ex- 
tended confederacy. 

The  condition  of  the  library  in  itself,  furnishes  no  theme  for  laudation. 
Owing  to  the  inadequacy  of  space  at  his  command,  the  librarian  is  constrained 
to  place  books  where  he  can — not  as  he  would.  It  may  be  said  that  the  remedy 
is  obvious  enough  ;  to  procure  more  cases.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  room  in  which  the  library  is  located  is  required  as  an  adjunct  to  the  hall 
when  not  in  our  actual  use,  and  that  its  convenience,  not  to  speak  of  its  symmetry 
might  be  essentially  impaired  by  any  misappropriation  of  space.  Nevertheless 
something  must  be  done  at  once.  The  librarian  submits  the  matter  to  the 
judgment  of  the  society,  failing  to  discern  any  solution  of  the  difficulty  under 
the  present  construction  of  the  hall. 

The  use  of  the  volumes  has  been  constant.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  number  of  books  taken  out,  from  week  to  week,  affords  no  precise  esti- 
mate of  the  benefits  of  the  library.  Probably  equal,  if  not  superior  advantage 
is  derived  by  members  who  improve  the  successive  Thursday  afternoons  for  the 
purpose  of  consultation  and  study.  The  usual  comparative  table  is  submitted, 
to  illustrate  the  extent  to  which  the  privilege  of  circulation  has  been  improved  : 

In  1862,  ,114  volumes. 

"  1863,  133  " 

"  1864,  179  " 

"  1865,  318  " 

"  1866,  387  " 

"  1867,  470  " 

"  1868,  580  " 

A  list  of  the  additions  to  the  library  during  the  official  year  that  has  just 
expired,  is  herewith  furnished  : 

Florist  and  Pomologist,  1  vol.  8vo.,  1866.  London;  society. 

"  "  «       "     1867,       '«  " 

British  Ferns,  &c,  &c,  1  vol.  18mo.,  London  ;  society. 

"      Butterflies,  "         "  "  " 

Cattle;  Breed,  Management,  Diseases,  1  vol.  16mo.;  society. 

Cranberry;  Manual  of,  Eastwood,  "        "  " 

Dogs  ;  Origin  and  Varieties,  Richards,    "        "  11 

Pigeon  Book,  The,  by  R.  P.  Brent,  London,      "  " 

Revue  Horticole,  1  vol.  8vo.,  1866,  Paris  ;  society. 
it  «  u        u      1867>     it  u 

Journal  of  Horticulture,  1866,  2  vols,  quarto,  London;  society. 

tt  u  1867    u         11         "  u 

Agricultural  Department,  Report  of,  1866  ,  Hon.  J.  D.  Baldwin. 
Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  Trans,  for  1867  ;  from  Secretary. 
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American  Agricultural  Annual,  1867,  1  vol.  8vo.;  society. 

u       Horticultural    "  «       "       "  " 

Gardener's  Monthly,  1867,  1  vol.  quarto  ;  society. 
Horticulturist,  The,     "        "     8vo.  " 
American  Journal  of  Horticulture,  1867,  2  vols.,  8vo.;  society. 
Hovey's  Magazine,  1867,  1  vol.  8vo.;  society. 
American  Agriculturist,  1867,  1  vol.  quarto;  society. 
Country  Gentleman,  1867,  2  vols.,  quarto  ;  society. 
New  England  Farmer,  1867,  1  vol.  8vo.;  society. 

Illinois  State  Horticultural  Society,  Transactions  of,  1867,  1  vol.  8vo.  ;  W.  C. 
Flagg. 

Evergreens,  Book  of,  by  Josiah  Hooper,  1  vol.  8vo.;  society. 

11th  Annual  Report,  Board  of  Com'rs  N.  Y.  Central  Park  ;  Hon.  A.  H.  Green. 

Pigeons  ;  Varieties,  Treatment,  &c,  by  Tegetmeier,  Royal  8vo.;  society. 

American  Naturalist,  vol.  1,  1867,  8vo.;  society. 

Maine;  Agriculture  of,  1861,  1  vol.  8vo.;  C.  L.  Flint, 
a  tt  1863j    a        a  it 


1864, 


•1  vol.  8vo.; 
n 

u 


L.  Flint. 


American  Institute  ;  Transactions  of, 
a  a  a 


Ohio  ;  Agricultural  Report, 


5vo.; 
u 


C.  L.  Flint. 


"  "  1865,  " 

"  "  1866,  " 

Massachusetts  ;  Agriculture  of,  1864,- 

"  "  1865-6 

"  11  1867-8 

Connecticut;  "  1866       "  " 

New  York;  Trans,  of  State  Ag.  Society,  1863,  1  vol. 

"  "  "  "       1864,  " 

a  tt  tt  a       1865>  tt 

a  a  a  a       1866>  a 

1863,  " 

1864,  " 
1865-6,  " 

1863,  " 

"  "  "  1865,  " 

"  "  "  1866,  " 

Michigan;  Report  Board  of  Agriculture,  1865,  " 

tt  a       tt  a         lg66?  a 

Missouri ;  Agricultural  Report,  1866,  " 

Illinois;  Trans,  of  State. Ag.  Society,  1861-2-3-4,  1  vol.  8vo.;  C.  L.  Flint. 

During  the  past  year,  but  more  especially  of  late  months,  complaints  of 
depredations  upon  the  gardens  and  orchards  of  members  of  the  Society  have 
been  loud  and  of  increasing  frequency.  In  two  instances,  where  thefts  of 
fruit  were  followed  by  swift  detection  and  conviction,  the  reward  formerly 
authorized  by  the  Trustees  to  be  paid  in  such  cases,  has  inadequately  remuner- 
ated the  vigilance  of  the  police.    It  is  respectfully  suggested  to  the  Society, 
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that  the  Trustees  be  advised  to  continue  that  authority  to  the  secretary  \  and 
that  the  latter  officer  be  instructed  to  increase  the  amount,  of  the  reward  if' 
upon  consultation  with  the  president,  it  shall  seem  expedient. 

The  old  method  of  publishing  the  schedule  of  premiums  for  the  annual 
autumnal  exhibition  of  the  Society,  by  circular  to  the  members,  was  continued 
for  the  year  just  elapsed.  The  opinion  of  your  secretary  relative  thereto,  has 
been  often  stated.  If  it  is  desired  to  hold  out  inducements  to  become  contrib- 
utors, only  to  the  existing  members,  that  mode  may  well  fulfil  the  purpose. 
Should  it,  however,  appear  expedient  or  wise  to  foster  competition,  it  would 
perhaps  tend  materially  to  that  end  were  you  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  of  your 
liberality  among  those  who  are  now  kept  in  ignorance  of  your  proffered  wel- 
come, and  have  no  means  of  learning  the  extent  or  direction  of  your  bounty. 
This  subject  is  urgently  commended  to  your  attention. 

The  substitution  of  silver  plate  for  money  upon  the  premium  schedule  of  the 
Society,  as  advised  by  your  secretary  in  his  last  annual  report,  was  first  at- 
tempted at  the  annual  autumnal  exhibition  in  September.  The  satisfaction 
with  which  this  innovation  was  received  will  invite  and  justify  its  establishment 
into  a  custom.  And,  in  this  connection,  your  secretary  would  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  acknowledging  the  valuable  assistance  of  Dr.  Samuel  Flagg,  not 
merely  in  the  ordinary  arrangements  of  the  floral  department  of  the  exhibition, 
but  in  the  selection  of  appropriate  and  tasteful  articles  of  plate.  Of  this  duty 
he  cheerfully  assumed  the  exclusive  charge,  and  the  entire  credit  for  its  faith- 
ful execution  belongs  to  him  alone.  Some  more  substantial  testimonial  would 
seem  to  be  his  due. 

In  concluding  his  report,  your  secretary  may  be  pardoned  for  trespassing  a 
moment  longer  upon  your  attention.  If  his  labors  in  the  cause  of  horticulture 
in  the  service  of  this  Society,  have  approved  themselves  of  the  slightest  worth, 
it  must  be  attributed  to  an  example  that  has  been  before  him  from  his  earliest 
memory.  One  of  his  first  recollections  is  of  the  pride  which  he  felt  in  being 
allowed  to  pick  the  Antwerp  raspberry,  then  just  introduced.  He  can  vividly 
recall  his  youthful  ambition  that,  neither  in  quantity  nor  neatness  should  the 
measure  which  he  gathered  derogate  from  that  abundant  hospitality  which  a 
few  of  you  are  old  enough  to  remember.  To  his  mind  the  vision  is  still  vivid 
of  the  ample  lawn  with  its  fragrance  and  beauty  of  flower  and  shrub  ;  of  the 
garden,  more  especially  devoted  to  the  worship  of  Flora  ;  of  the  orchard,  in 
which  the  apple  and  pear,  the  cherry  and  peach,  shamed  by  their  bounteous 
profusion  our  modern  degeneracy  or  indolence.  A  profusion  that  never  failed 
at  homestead  or  farm  ;  proving  itself  equal  to  the  constant  supply  of  a  large 
family  as  to  the  frequent  exigencies  of  the  entertainment  of  a  trained  band  or 
the  committees  of  our  parent  Society.  Those  were  the  days  when  the  Dix  and 
St.  Michael  were  in  their  glory  5  when  the  Black  Tartarian  never  decayed  ; 
when  Cooledge's  Favorite  and  the  later  Rareripes  could  be  had  for  the  trouble 
of  picking.  No  borers  troubled  the  Gravenstein  ;  nature  had  not  been  cursed 
with  the  Codling  moth  ;  even  the  Curculio  was  not. 
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Others  have  referred  in  terms  of  eulogy  to  the  civilian,  the  statesman,  the 
gentleman.*  The  proprieties  of  the  occasion  confine  me  to  our  own  restricted 
field.  And  even  in  that,  it  were  needless  to  remind  you  of  his  ever  active  in- 
terest in  the  culture  and  development  of  new  varieties  of  flowers  and  fruit,  or 
of  the  zest  with  which  he  partook  of  them,  commenting  upon  and  analyzing 
closely  their  nicest  shades  of  flavor.  Upon  the  removal  of  the  library  to  this 
hall  you  will  remember  how  punctually  he  attended  the  meetings  that  were  then 
inaugurated,  and  the  earnestness  and  freshness  with  which,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty  years,  he  enlivened  your  discussions.  That  interest  was  manifested 
to  the  very  last.  He  seldom  failed  to  inquire  what  was  displayed  upon  our 
tables.  He  never  evinced  indifference  to  the  growth  and  welfare  of  the  Society. 
In  his  later  sickness,  choice  specimens,  for  which  your  secretary  was  so  often 
indebted  to  the  kindness  of  those  who  will  respect  the  intention  and  pardon  the 
poverty  of  these  words,  were  a  source  of  gratification  alike  to  the  eye  and  taste. 
For,  gentlemen,  Flora  and  Pomona,  at  whose  altars  he  had  so  long  minis- 
tered, and  in  whose  honor  he  had  done  so  much,  in  their  turn  ministered  unto 
him.  When  nature,  wearied  with  the  burden  of  years,  flagged  within  him,  they 
soothed  his  fainting  spirit — revived  his  declining  frame. 

He  was  one  of  your  original  members.    A  steady  friend  and  benefactor. 
That  society  is  indeed  rich  that  can  drop  such  names  from  its  roll  of  living 
associates  without  experiencing  a  sense  of  almost  hopeless  desolation. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN, 

Secretary  and  Librarian. 

Horticultural  Hall, 
Worcester,  Mass.,  Nov.  4th,  A.  D.  1868. 


*The  late  Governor  Lincoln. 
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ADDRESS 

OF 

HON.  FRANCIS  H.  DEWEY, 

PRESIDENT, 
Delivered  on  Thursday  Evening,  Sept.  23d,  1869. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society  : 

I  am  happy  to  congratulate  you  on  the  prosperous  condition  of  our  Society, 
on  this  its  Thirtieth  Annual  Exhibition.  At  no  period  of  its  existence  have  its 
prospects  for  future  usefulness  been  greater.  The  number  of  individuals  taking 
an  interest  in  the  objects  of  the  Society  has  been  constantly  increasing ;  and, 
while  great  advances  have  been  made  in  this  vicinity  in  the  qualities  of  the 
fruit  now  cultivated,  from  that  produced  in  the  early  history  of  the  Society,  we 
feel  that  this  improvement  is  greatly  owing  to  the  information  imparted  by  this 
Society,  and  to  the  interest  in  the  subject  which  it  has  aroused. 

The  pecuniary  condition  of  the  Society  is  highly  satisfactory.  It  has  been 
constantly  improving.  Our  valuable  real  estate  gives  us  an  annual  rental  of 
$3000,  after  all  reservations  for  our  own  use. 

The  mortgage  on  the  property  has  been  reduced  last  year  $1,355,  leaving 
the  balance  due  only  $1,650. 

In  view  of  the  improving  pecuniary  ability  of  the  Society,  the  Trustees  last 
fall  increased  the  amounts  offered  as  premiums  at  the  Annual  Exhibition  to  the 
sum  of  $800;  and  we  have  now  abundant  means  still  further  to  increase  the 
inducement  of  premiums  if  deemed  best.  While  it  is  not  expected  that  the 
Society  will  offer  such  pecuniary  inducements  as  will  lead  to  the  cultivation  of 
fruits,  flowers,  and  vegetables,  it  is  highly  proper  that  our  premiums  should  be 
such  as  will  afford  an  adequate  compensation  for  the  time  and  labor  expended 
in  the  gathering  aud  transportation  to  the  Exhibition. 
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And,  in  this  connection,  it  is  proper  to  record  that  within  a  few  days  the 
Society  has  been  called  on  to  part  with  one  of  its  earliest  and  most  valued 
friends  and  officers.  Frederick  William  Paine,  who,  for  nearly  thirty  years,  has 
filled  the  office  of  Treasurer,  having  been  first  elected  in  1841,  and  annually 
re-elected  since,  deceased  September  16th,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-one.  He 
has  been  a  most  faithful  and  efficient  officer,  constant  and  accurate  in  the  dis- 
charge of  all  his  duties,  and  guarding  vigilantly  the  funds  of  the  Society,  ever 
favoring  restricted  appropriations  while  the  Society  was  in  debt. 

The  weekly  exhibitions  of  Fruits  and  Flowers  have  been  continued  in  the 
ante-room  of  the  Hall  every  Thursday  afternoon  during  the  year,  open  free  of 
charge  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  members  of  the  Society.  Individuals  having 
new  varieties  of  fruits,  flowers,  or  vegetables  will  find  this  a  favorable  op- 
portunity for  exhibiting  them.  Enquirers  for  the  names  of  any  fruits  can 
always  obtain  reliable  information. 

A  more  general  attendance  at  these  meetings  would  be  found  beneficial  to  all 
having  an  interest  in  the  Society. 

The  Library  has  been  largely  increased  by  valuable  additions  during  the 
year,  to  accommodate  which  the  new  book-cases,  that  ornament  one  of  the  ante- 
rooms, have  been  required.  Our  Library  is  now  one  of  the  most  valuable 
horticultural  libraries  in  the  country.  Books  can  be  taken  out  every  Thurs- 
day afternoon,  by  any  member  of  the  Society.  The  detail  of  the  additions  to 
the  Library,  and  a  full  statement  of  the  operations  of  the  Society  during  the 
year,  will  more  properly  come  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  and 
Librarian. 

The  subject  of  a  union  of  this  Society  and  the  Worcester  County  Agricultural 
Society  has  been  suggested,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  at  the  last  annual 
meeting  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  Agricultural  Society  upon  the  mat- 
ter. The  general  opinion  of  the  members  of  the  Horticultural  Society  as  ex 
pressed,  and  iu  which  I  fully  concur,  is  against  any  union  of  the  two  societies. 
There  is  no  clashing  in  their  sphere  of  operations  between  the  two  societies, 
and  I  believe  the  community  will  reap  greater  advantages  from  each  continuing 
on  its  own  chosen  way.  Our  own  Society  is  now  established  upon  a  permanent 
and  independent  basis.  Its  real  estate  is  increasing  in  value,  and  its  income  from 
that  source,  without  regard  to  its  receipts  from  admissions  to  its  exhibitions, 
or  admissions  of  new  members,  is  ample  to  enable  it  to  offer  large  and  attract- 
ive premiums,  and  for  all  other  purposes. 

There  is  no  apparent  reason  why  the  Society  should  rest  contented  with  what 
it  has  accomplished  in  the  past.  Though  successful  heretofore,  the  field  for 
improvement  is  still  open  to  us.  and  to  encourage  every  horticulturist  in  seeking 
to  improve  in  quality  and  quantity  every  product  of  their  gardens  and  orchards, 
is  our  duty. 

The  opening  of  the  great  Pacific  railways,  while  they  may  afford  us  earlier 
in  the  season  fruits  from  California,  cannot  be  expected  to  afford  a  supply  that 
in  quantity  or  price  will  seriously  compete  with  our  own  products.    The  de- 
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mand  for  all  good  fruits,  at  highly  remunerative  prices,  is,  at  present,  greater 
than  the  supply  in  our  markets. 

The  Department  of  Vegetables  has  become  one  of  our  most  important  ones. 
It  is  gratifying  to  see  the  increased  interest  that  is  felt  in  the  production  and 
exhibition  of  new  and  improved  varieties,  aud  the  exhibitors  may  be  assured 
that  this  Society  will  meet  them  with  a  liberal  and  encouraging  spirit. 

As  onr  friends  of  the  Agricultural  Society  are  giving  their  attention  more  to 
what  runs  over  the  ground,  without  having  a  resting-place  therein,  it  seems  pe- 
culiarly proper  that  we  should  give  more  attention  to  what  comes  out  of  the 
ground  and  draws  its  strength  therefrom. 

In  relation  to  our  present  Exhibition,  I  congratulate  you  on  its  great  success  ; 
considered  as  a  whole,  I  think  it  surpasses  all  previous  ones,  and  it  is  one  of 
which  you  may  well  be  proud ;  and  for  this  success  we  thank  our  friends  whose 
industry,  skill,  and  taste  have  placed  upon  our  tables  the  most  valuable  and 
attractive  fruits,  the  excellent  and  numerous  specimens  of  vegetables,  and  the 
rare  and  costly  plants  exhibited  by  Messrs.  Merrifield  and  Salisbury,  and  the 
most  beautiful  and  choice  flowers,  so  truly  symbolical  of  the  loveliness  and  taste 
of  fair  woman,  to  whom  we  are  so  much  indebted  for  the  floral  display. 

1  cannot  call  your  attention  to  the  details  of  the  present  Exhibition  without 
intruding  upon  the  province  of  the  various  Committees,  whose  reports  are  now 
to  be  presented  to  you,  and  I  conclude  by  asking  you  all  to  labor  in  the  future 
as  in  the  past  for  the  success  of  the  Society,  as  it  is  a  service  that  brings  its 
own  reward. 


REPORT  ON  APPLES. 
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REPORT  ON  APPLES. 

Francis  H.  Dewey,  Chairman;  S.  H.  Colton,  0.  B.  Hadwen,  J.  Frank 
Allen,  John  S.  Ballard,  S.  A.  Knox,  Geo.  A.  Adams,  J.  K.  L.  Pickford, 
of  Worcester,  John  A.  Fayerweather,  of  Westborough,  and  Isaac  B.  Hart- 
well,  of  Oxford. 

The  Committee  on  Apples  respectfully  report :  —  That  the  whole  number  of 
contributors  is  forty-three,  and  the  number  of  the  contributions  two  hundred 
and  eighty-four.  The  committee  record  with  regret  that  the  number  of  contribu- 
tors was  less  than  the  average  of  recent  years,  but  were  pleased  to  find  that 
the  specimens  were  of  a  superior  character,  and  were  highly  creditable  to  the 
contributors,  and  quite  remarkable  considering  the  scarcity  of  the  crop. 

In  several  cases  the  committee  found  it  very  difficult  to  decide  which  of 
the  competitors  was  entitled  to  the  preference,  but,  after  a  careful  examination 
and  full  discussion,  the  committee  unanimously  report  as  follows  : 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  six  specimens  of  each  variety,  in 
the  1st  class,  Stephen  S.  Foster  is  entitled  to  the  Society's  plate, 


valued  at  $20  00 

For  the  second  best,  Isaac  Mills,  of  West  Boylston   15  00 

For  the  third  best,  W.  W.  Keyes   10  00 

For  the  best  twenty  varieties,  of  twelve  specimens  each,  in  the  2d  class, 

Sylvanus  Sears  is  assigned  the  Society's  plate,  valued  at   15  00 

For  the  second  best,  Alden  H.  Sears  .•   10  00 

For  the  third  best  (no  premium  awarded). 

For  the  best  twelve  varieties,  of  twelve  specimens  each,  in  the  3d  class, 

Adam  Foster,  of  Holden   8  00 

For  the  second  best,  C.  L.  Hartshorn   6  00 

For  the  third  best,  Cyrus  White,  of  Millbury   4  00 

For  the  best  six  varieties,  of  twelve  specimens  each,  in  the  4th  class, 

E.  M.  Banning   5  00 
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For  the  second  best,  George  J.  Dudley,  of  Sutton   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  Henry  Marble,  of  Millbury   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Gravenstein,  Addison  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Holden  Pippin,  A.  Putnam,  of  Holden   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Porter,  Joseph  Boyden   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Leicester  Sweet,  J.  K.  L.  Pickford   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Horatio  Slocumb   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Roxbury  Russett,  F.  J.  Kinney..,   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Baldwin,  D.  B.  Comins   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Williams'  Early  Red  (no  specimens). 

For  the  best  twelve  Mother,  James  R.  Pierce   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Rhode  Island  Greening,  William  Howe,  of  Millbury,  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Maiden's  Blush,  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Chamberlain    2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  sort,  John  F.  Johnson,  of  Northboro, 

for  Lyscom   2  00 

The  committee  recommend  the  following 

GRATUITIES. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  for  his  collection,  gratuity   $2  00 

Joseph  Lovell,  for  his  specimens  of  Leland's  Spice,  gratuity   2  00 

Eri  Saunders,  for  his  specimens  of  American  Beauty,  gratuity    2  00 

Newell  Wood,  for  his  specimens  Yellow  Belleflower,  gratuity   2  00 

George  McCracken,  of  Millbury,  for  his  specimens  of  Porter,  gratuity  2  00 

Wm.  Y.  Holman,  for  his  specimens  of  Pumpkin  Sweets,  gratuity   2  00 

Leonard  Worcester,  for  his  specimens  of  Jeremiah,  gratuity   2  00 


For  several  varieties  of  apples  for  which  premiums  were  offered,  no  speci- 
mens were  entered,  or  none  except  those  included  in  the  collections. 

There  were  twelve  entries  of  Porters,  all  of  them  containing  five  specimenSj 
and  upon  inspection  it  was  found  that  there  was  no  apparent  difference  in  the 
size,  color,  and  general  appearance  of  the  fruits  exhibited  by  Joseph  Boyden, 
George  McCracken,  Eri  Saunders,  and  J.  B.  Hartwell,  and,  after  spending 
much  time  in  vain  attempts  to  agree,  the  Committee  regarding  it  as  a  weighty 
matter  that  they  should  administer  exact  justice,  had  the  scales  brought  for 
ward,  and  the  difference  of  one  ounce  only  gave  the  preference  to  Mr.  Boyden 
over  Mr.  McCracken. 

There  were  fifteen  entries  of  Baldwins,  beside  the  plates  in  collections,  and 
the  specimens  exhibited  by  Joseph  E.  Phelps  and  J.  K.  L.  Pickford,  were  very 
superior,  and  nearly  equal  to  that  for  which  the  premium  was  awarded. 

We  hope,  next  year,  for  a  larger  number  of  entries  of  apples,  though  we  can- 
not expect  more  perfect  specimens. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

FRANCIS  H.  DEWEY,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  ON  GRAPES  AND  OTHER  FRUITS. 

Edwin  Conant,  Chairman;  James  Green,  jr.,  Samuel  V.  Stone,  T.  M. 
Lamb,  John  C.  Ripley,  Horatio  Phelps,  of  Worcester,  Paul  Whitin,  of 
Whitinsville,  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton,  and  George  Cruikshank,  of  North- 
bridge. 

The  committee  find  twenty  six  contributors  of  the  delightful  and  princely 
fruit,  the  grape,  and  of  plates  the  number  is  less  than  legion,  while  of  varieties 
it  is  more.  They  are  not  only  domestic,  but  they  come  to  us  from  the  conti- 
nents and  islands  of  the  Old  World.  As  dessert  fruits  no  one  questions  their 
merits.  Speculatists  take  opposite  sides  on  the  question  of  fermented  wine  being 
known  before  the" Deluge ;  some  affirming  bthat  Adam  was  acquainted  with  it, 
and  that  Noah  well  knew  its  qualities,  but  was  unexpectedly  overtaken  by  its 
quantity  and  strength.  According  to  the  Medical  Faculty  whom  the  committee 
consulted,  Noah's  case  was  only  that  of  natural  reaction  from  a  habit  of  too 
much  water.  It  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  he  planted  a  strong  vineyard. 
Corn,  wine,  and  oil  were  anciently  types  of  physical,  as  they  were  of  spiritual 
blessings.    Of  Bacchus,  in  his  character  of  a  civilizer,  a  poet  says  — 

"  It  was  a  bright,  immortal  head 
They  crowned  with  the  blood-red  grape." 

Another  quotation  is  apt  for  festive  meetings  of  old-time  friends. 

"  To-night,  the  palest  wave  we  sip, 

Rich  as  the  priceless  draught  shall  be 
That  wet  the,bride  of  Cana's  lip, — 
The  wedding  wine  of  Gallilee  !  " 

Grapes  are  rather  apt  to  be  sour  when  when  inaccessible,  and  their  fermented 
juice,  like  steam,  has  been  hostile  to  some  people  since  Noah,  for  want  of  an 
efficient  regulator. 

Of  Coriolanus,  who  didn't  care  for  the  votes  of  the  people,  it  was  said  — 

"  The  tartness  of  his  face  sours  ripe  grapes." 

Iago  said  sneeringly  of  Desdemona,  "  The  wine  she  drinks  is  made  of  grapes ;  " 
a  fact  creditable  to  the  taste  of  that  pattern  lady,  and  not  admitting  any  con- 
troversy between  allowed  cider  and  prohibited  lager,  nor  treated  in  the  non- 
committal resolution  of  a  State  convention.  Desdemona  did  not  drink  the 
distilled  gall  of  bitterness  which  afflicts  some  people  more  modern,  of  whom 
Iago  and  a  tempter  who  went  into  an  exceeding  high  mountain  one  day,  are 
the  leading  prototypes. 

A  truce  to  pleasantries.  Somebody  says  that  u  business  is  business;"  the 
committee  could  not  find  the  original  author  of  that  saying,  and  they  don't 
mean  to  be  committed  to  the  universality  of  its  truth,  but  swallow  it  with  a 
mental  reservation,  as  the  truly  loyal  say  that  some  people  do  who  take  the 
iron-clad  oath.    And  now  they  proceed  to  the  awards  : 


12 


WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY.  [18G9. 


For  best  collection,  grown  under  glass,  Stephen  Salisbury,  of  Worcester, 

the  Society's  plate,  valued  at  $15  00 

For  the  second  best,  Philip  L.  Moen,  of  Worcester   10  00 

For  the  third  best,  Wm.  T.  Merrifield,  of  Worcester   5  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  Black  Hamburgh,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  out-door  grapes,  not  less  than  six  varieties,  T. 

M.  Lamb,  of  Worcester   10  00 

For  the  second  best,  Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston   6  00 

For  the  third  best,  F.  J.  Kinney,  of  Worcester   4  00 

For  the  best  specimen  of  thorough-ripe  Delaware,  Horotio  Phelps,  of 

Worcester   3  00 

For  the  best  specimen  of  Isabella,  John  F.  Johnson,  of  Northborough,     3  00 

For  the  best  specimen  of  Concord,  Perry  Thayer,  of  Worcester   3  00 

For  the  best  specimen  of  Diana,  Geo.  Cruickshanks,  of  Northbridge...  3  00 
For  the  best  specimen  of  Hartford  Prolific,  H.  Phelps,  of  Worcester...     3  00 

For  the  best  specimen  of  Iona,  H., Phelps,  of  Worcester   3  00 

No  Adirondac,  Creveling,  or  Rebecca,  entitled  to  premiums,  and  hardly  ex- 
hibited unless  in  collections. 

The  excellent  grape,  Rogers'  No.  4,  exhibited  by  Mr.  George  Cruickshanks, 

is  worthy  of  a  gratuity  of    $2  00 

Also,  the  smaller,  but  fine  Cottage  Grape  of  Perry  Thayer,  gratuity  of  2  00 

S.  S.  Foster's  Northern  Muscadine  deserves  a  gratuity  of.   1  00 

A  few  years  since  the  Committee  on  Grapes  recommended  the  Northern 
Muscadine,  and  since  then  its  cultivation  has  been  considerably  increased  in 
the  County,  and  it  has  been  suggested  by  one  of  the  committee  that  the  sur- 
passing merits  of  the  fruit  are  such  that  the  Society  ought  to  offer  a  premium 
for  it. 

To  Mr.  S.  L.  Harthan,  of  Sterling,  a  gratuity  of  one  dollar  is  awarded  for 
his  forty-eight  varieties  of  Seedling  Grapes,  raised  by  himself.  His  enterprise  is 
commendable,  as  improved  seedling  grapes,  for  out-door  cultivation,  are  now 
the  great  desiderata.  His  No.  1  was  the  best.  But,  while  his  experiments  are 
laudable,  we  should  advise  him,  in  the  mean  time,  to  rely  mainly  on  known  va- 
rieties of  established  merit. 

F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton,  exhibited  remarkably  fine  White  Frontignan 
grapes,  of  a  surprising  luxuriance  of  growth  and  weight  of  fruit. 

Stephen  S.  Foster,  of  Worcester,  appeared  with  a  plate  of  plums,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  give  him  a  premium  of  $1.00,  for  very  good  plums  as  the  times 
are. 

The  same  gentlemen  is  entitled,  for  the  best  two  varieties  of  peaches  of  twelve 

specimens  each,  to  the  premium  of.   $6  00 

For  the  second  best  (one  of  them  Early  Crawford),  Mrs.  O.  K.  Earle, 

of  Worcester   4  00 

For  the  best  one  variety,  of  twelve  specimens  (Crawford's  late,)  Gideon 

Harris  of  Worcester   3  00 
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For  the  second  best  (nameless),  Adams  Foster,  of  Holden   $2  00 

Dr.  B.  F.  Heywood,  of  Worcester,  exhibited  some  fine  seedling  peaches. 
Anthony  Chase,  of  Worcester,  for  the  best  twelve  Orange  Quinces,  is 

entitled  to  the  premium  of   4  00 

The  specimens  of  Quinces  other  than  the  Orange  were  not  deemed  worthy  of 
encouragement.  This  fruit  is  fading  away  in  our  neighborhood,  perhaps,  mainly 
on  account  of  the  borer.  This  evil  can  be  guarded  against  without  serious 
expense  or  labor ;  and  it  is  a  pity  that  this  ancient  fruit,  desirable  for  so  many 
reasons,  should  lose  caste  among  us. 

Two  Minorca  Melons  from  George  Crompton,  of  Worcester,  by  his  gardener, 
Wm.  T.  Harris,  were  exhibited,  and  one  of  them  was  tested  by  more  than  this 
committee,  and,  perhaps,  by  all  the  Society  except  the'  ladies.  And  whether 
the  subject  belongs  to  this  committee,  we  don't  know,  and  don't  mean  to  be 
committed  either  on  the  matter  of  conflict  of  jurisdiction,  or  on  the  distinctive 
merits  of  the  melon,  until  we  have  more  experience ;  though  we  may  safely  say 
that  the  specimen  we  tested  was  respsctably  good. 

We  hope  our  friends  will  excuse  us  for  not  stating  all  the  names  of  con 
tributors,  and  of  the  varieties  of  fruits,  for  a  report  thus  made  might  weary  the 
patience  of  the  auditors. 

EDWIN  CONANT,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  PLANTS,  FLOWERS,  &c. 

George  E.  Francis,  Chairman;  John  Milton  Earle,  Clarendon  Harris, 
Charles  Richardson,  David  S.  Messinger,  Henry  Woodward,  and  Henry 
A.  Marsh,  of  Worcester. 

The  Committee  on  Plants,  Flowers,  &c,  in  presenting  their  report,  congratu- 
late the  Society  upon  the  unusual  merit  of  the  contributions  to  the  Floral  De- 
partment of  the  present  Exhibition.  The  multitude  of  exotic  plants  is  exceed- 
ingly creditable  to  the  generous  zeal  of  the  larger  contributors,  but  is  attended 
with  some  disadvantages.  The  space  which  the  general  Committee  can  allow 
to  collections  of  plants,  though  considerable,  is  far  from  enough  to  display  all, 
or  nearly  ail,  that  have  been  sent  in  this  year.  The  Committee  think  that  a 
change  in  the  schedule  of  premiums  for  next  year  would  prove  advantageous  to 
the  public,  the  exhibitors,  and  the  Committee.  Let  the  collections  of  green- 
house plants  be  limited,  say  to  twenty  specimens  each,  then  the  public  will  see 
the  choicest  plants  to  the  best  advantage,  each  exhibitor  will  have  ample  space 
for  his  twenty  plants,  and  the  Committee  would  be  relieved  of  much  useless 
„  labor. 

There  is  a  very  high  average  of  merit  in  the  many  floral  designs,  baskets,  and 
bouquets  which  beautify  our  tables,  and  the  Committee  have  had  great  difB- 
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culty  in  assigning  the  premiums.  They  would  gladly  have  recommended  many 
more  gratuities  if  the  state  of  the  funds  had  permitted. 

The  beautiful  rustic  plant  stand,  filled  with  choice  flowers,  and  entered  by 
Mr.  Cook,  has  been  justly  admired  by  all,  and  far  surpasses  anything  of  the 
kind  ever  seen  here  ;  it  is  proper  to  state  that  it  is  the  handiwork  of  Mr. 
Corbin  Wood,  of  Worcester. 

The  following  award  of  Premiums  and  Gratuities,  is  respectfully  submitted  : 


For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  variegated-leaved  plants,  William  T. 

Merrifield,  the  Society's  Plate,  valued  at   $20  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury,   10  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  Greenhouse  Plants,  William  T.  Merrifield,  the 

Society's  Plate,  valued  at   15  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   10  00 

For  the  third  best,  Philip  L.  Moen   6  00 

For  the  best  specimen  Plant,  not  having  previously  received  a  pre- 
mium, W'illiam  T.  Merrifield,   5  00 

For  the  best  floral  design,  Luther  H.  Bigelow,  the  Society's  Plate,  val- 
ued at   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  Calvin  L.  Hartshorn,   4  00 

For  the  best  collection  ornamental  and  bedding  plants,  W.  W.  Cook,...  5  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  rare  and  new  plants,  Stephen  Salisbury,   8  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  parlor  plants  by  amateurs,  Mrs.  Wm.  Y. 

Holman   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  George  E.  Francis   2  00 

For  the  best  single  plant,  Mrs.  R.  C.  King,   1  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  cut  flowers,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,  the  Society's 

plate,  valued  at   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Jonathan  Grout,   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  Wm.  T.  Merrifield,   2  00 

For  the  best  stand,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Miss  Annie  Fox   2  00 

For  the  best  arranged  basket  or  dish,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,   1  00 

For  the  best  hanging  basket,  grown  by  amateurs,  George  E.  Francis,...  3  00 
For  the  best  hanging  basket,  plants  to  have  been  growing  therein  at 

least  one  month,  Stephen  Salisbury,   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Philip  L.  Moen,   2  00 

For  the  best  pair  parlor  bouquets,  Stephen  Salisbury,   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  Miss  L.  G.  Allen,     2  00 

For  the  third  best,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,    1  00 

For  the  best  pair  hand  bouquets,  Luther  H.  Bigelow,   3  CO 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,   1  00 
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For  the  best  collection  of  Gladiolus,  named  or  unnamed  varieties,  from 

any  source,  John  M.  Earle,   $•">  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  named  varieties,  Class  1,  John  M.  Earle,   5  00 

For  the  best  eight  named  varieties,  Class  2,  John  M.  Earle,   2  00 

For  the  best  seedling,  John  M.  Earle   1  00 

For  the  best  twenty  named  varieties  Dahlias,  Class  1,  Jonathan  Grout,  4  00 

For  the  best  display  of  Asters,  Stephen  Salisbury,   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Philip  L.  Moen,   2  CO 

For  the  best  display  of  Verbenas,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster.   3  00 

For  the  best  display  of  China  Pinks,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,....   2  00 

For  the  best  collection  Zinnias,  George  Crompton,   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   2  00 

For  the  best  display  of  Immortelles,  Mrs.  D.  Tainter,   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster,   100 

GRATUITIES. 

For  floral  design,  W.  W.  Cook,   3  00 

For  floral  design,  Miss  M.  R.  Phelps,   1  00 

For  floral  design,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,   1  00 

For  basket  of  flowers,  Mrs.  George  Crompton,   1  00 

For  basket  of  flowers,  Luther  H  Bigelow,   1  00 

For  hanging  basket,  W.  W.  Cook,   2  00 

For  hanging  basket,  George  Cruickshanks,  Whitinsville   1  00 

For  Dahlias,  Jonathan  Grout,   2  00 

For  Dahlias,  Mrs.  Jonas  Brown,  Wilkinsonville,   2  00 

For  Verbenas  and  Petunias,  Mrs.  Wm.  Y.  Holman,   2  00 

For  Pansies,  Miss  Annie  Fox,   1  00 

For  Drummond  Phlox,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,   1  00 


For  the  Committee, 

GEORGE  E.  FRANCIS,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  ON  PEARS. 

Hartley  Willtams,  Chairman;  J.  Henry  Hill,  Henry  Phelps,  Edward 
Earle,  John  C.  Newton,  Emory  Banister,  James  Draper,  C.  Willard 
Hamilton,  S.  Harrison  Knox,  of  Worcester,  Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury, 
and  John  F.  Johnson,  of  Northborough. 

The  Committee  on  Pears  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  award 
the  following  premiums  : 

For  the  best  twenty  varieties,  of  twelve  specimens  each,  1st  class,  Lor- 


ing  Coes,  the  Society's  plate,  valued  at  $20  00 

For  the  second  best,  D.  Waldo  Lincoln   15  00 

For  the  third  best,  Joseph  Lovell   10  00 

For  the  best  fifteen  varieties,  of  twelve  specimens  each,  2d  class,  F.  M. 

Marble,  of  Grafton,  the  Society's  plate,  valued  at   12  00 

For  the  second  best,  James  Draper   ■.   9  00 

For  the  best  ten  varieties,  of  twelve  specimens  each,  3d  class,  Adams 

Foster,  of  Holden,  the  Society's  plate,  valued  at   8  00 

For  the  second  best,  J.  E.  Phelps   6  00 

For  the  third  best,  James  F.  Allen    4  00 

For  the  best  five  varieties,  of  twelve  specimens  each,  4th  class,  Edward 

W.  Lincoln    5  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  George  A.  Chamberlain   3  00 

For  the  best  twenty-four  Seckel  Pears,  on  one  dish,  S.  V.  Stone    2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Bartlett,  Mrs.  George  A.  Chamberlain    2  00 

"          "          Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  J.  E.  Phelps   3  00 

"          **          Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Alfred  Davis    2  00 

44           "           Lawrence,  John  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville   3  00 

"           "           Sheldon,  Alfred  Davis    2  00 

"          "          Beurre  Bosc,  E.  L.  Brigham    3  00 

"          "          Flemish  Beauty,  Charles  H.  Morgan   2  00 

"          u          Beurre  d'Anjou,  George  F.  Hoar   2  00 

"          "           Winter  Nelis,  Hartley  Williams    3  00 

"          "          Dana's  Hovey,  S.  H.  Colton   2  00 

"           "           Beurre  Clairgeau,  J.  E.  Phelps    2  00 

"          "           Doyenne  du  Cornice,  E.  L.  Brigham    3  00 

"          "          Howell,  William  Y.  Holman    2  00 

a          "          Doyenne  Boussock,  S.  H.  Colton   2  00 

"          "           Beurre  Superfin,  S.  H.  Colton   2  00 

"          "          Paradise  d'Automne,  S.  H.  Colton   2  00 
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They  also  recommend  the  payment  of  the  following 

GRATUITIES. 

To  Anthony  Chase,  for  his  plate  of  Areson   $1  00 

S.  V.  Stone,  for  his  plate  of  St.  Ghislaiu    1  00 

John  F.  Johnson,  of  Northborough,  for  his  plate  of  Seckel   1  00 

P.  L.  Moen,  for  his  collection  of  twenty  varieties   2  00 

S.  H.  Colton  for  his  collection  of  twenty  varieties    2  00 

S.  S.  Foster,  for  his  collection  of  twenty  varieties    2  00 

Hartley  Williams,  for  his  collection  of  ten  varieties    2  00 

Mrs.  E.  Draper,  for  her  collection  of  ten  varieties   2  00 

S.  V.  Stone,  for  his  collection  of  ten  varieties    2  00 

Edward  Earle,  for  his  collection  of  ten  varieties   2  00 

John  C.  Whitin,  for  his  collection  of  five  varieties   2  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 


HARTLEY  WILLIAMS,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 

H.  L.  Parker,  Chairman;  Marshall  Flagg,  Charles  Belcher,  Thos. 
R.  Norcross,  George  G.  Burbank,  J.  D.  Lovell,  C.  K.  Hubbard,  William 
Eames,  of  Worcester,  and  Josiah  L.  Woodward,  of  Millbury. 

In  this  department  the  committee  report  twenty  five  contributors,  and  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-four  entries,  being  more  than  three  times 
the  number  ever  entered  at  any  previous  exhibition.  Highest  number  of  dif- 
ferent varieties  of  vegetables  contributed  by  a  single  individual,  one  hundred 
and  thirty. 

The  extent,  variety,  and  excellence  of  the  contributions,  and  the  limited 
dimensions  of  the  "  upper  chamber,"  rendered  the  task  of  awarding  premiums 
extremely  difficult  and  perplexing.  The  contributions  having  from  these  causes 
necessarily  assumed,  in  many  instances,  an  altitudinous  rather  than  a  lateral 
position,  and  the  committee  having  had,  superadded  to  their  other  duties,  the 
labor  of  seeking  the  foundation  of  some  vegetable  u  Pelion  piled  on  Ossa,"  or 
dragging  to  light  from  its  obscure  corner  some  valuable  esculent,  shaded  with 
celery  or  umbrageous  kale,  it  would  not  seem  entirely  strange  if  entries  worthy 
of  meritorious  notice  had  been  overlooked.  For  all  shortcomings,  they  ask 
your  charity,  and  hope  for  better  auspices  another  time. 

In  two  or  three  instances  the  competition  for  the  same  premium  was  so  close 
as  to  call  forth  much  diversity  of  opinion  ;  especially  was  this  the  case  in  the 
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entries  made  for  the  best  display  of  vegetables.  After  a  protracted  session, 
however  the  committee  have  unanimously  agreed  upon  the  following  awards: 

For  the  best  display,  Alden  H.  Sears,  the  Society's  plate,  valued  at   $15  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   12  00 

For  the  third  best,  Sylvanus  Sears   8  00 

For  the  best  three  Marrow  Squashes,  Alden  H.  Sears   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Hubbard  Squashes,  Stephen  S.  Foster   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Turban  Squashes,  John  C.  Whitin    2  00 

For  the  best  three  Yokohama  Squashes,  John  C.  Whitin   2  00 

For  the  best  three  roots  of  Celery,  John  C.  Whitin   3  00 

For  the  best  three  Drumhead  Savoy  Cabbages,  Philip  L.  Moen   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  F.  J.  Kinney   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Drumhead  Cabbages,  Simon  E.  Fisher   3  00 

For  the  best  three  Early  Sweinfurth  Cabbages,  Sylvanus  Sears   3  00 

For  the  best  three  Large  Flat  Brunswick  Cabbages,  F.  J.  Kinney   3  00 

For  the  best  three  Red  Cabbages,  Adams  Foster   2  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  Cabbages,  not  less  than  five  varieties,  Sylvanus 

Sears   5  00 

For  the  best  three  Cauliflowers,  George  Crompton  ,   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  Frederick  Hancock......:   1  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  that  five  varieties  of  Sweet  Corn, 

Alden  H.  Sears,   5  00 

For  the  best  twelve  ears  Sweet  Corn,  Adams  Foster   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Parsnips,  Philip  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Long  Carrots,  F.  J.  Kinney   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Long  Beets,  Philip  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Turnip  Beets,  Adams  Foster   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  White  French  Turnips,  F.  J.  Kinney   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Flat  or  Pmglish  Turnips,  Simon  E.  Fisher   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Red  Onions,  George  Crompton   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Yellow  Onions,  F.  J.  Kinney   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  White  Onions,  George  Crompton   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Mangold  Wurtzel,  John  C.  Whitin   2  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  Potatoes,  of  not  less  than  half  peck  of  each 

variety,  Joseph  C.  Lovell,  the  Society's  plate,  valued  at   10  00 

For  the  second  best,  F.  J.  Kinney    7  00 

For  the  third  best,  George  Crompton   3  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  Tomatoes,  not  less  than  six  varieties,  and  not 
less  than  twelve  of  each  variety,  Alden  H.  Sears,  the  Society's 

plate  valued  at..   7  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   3  00 

For  the  best  dish  of  twelve  of  General  Grant  variety,  George  Crompton,  2  00 
For  the  best  dish  of  twelve  specimens,  other  than  the  above,  Philip  L. 

Moen   3  00 
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The  Committee  also  recommend  the  following 

GRATUITIES  : 

To  Philip  L.  Moen  for  the  variety  and  excellence  of  his  display  of  vege- 
tables  $5  00 

To  George  Crompton  for  same   5  00 

To  James  Draper  for  the  excellence  and  variety  of  his  display  of  po- 
tatoes  2  00 

To  George  S.  Coe,  for  same  '.   2  00 

For  the  future  encouragement  of  juvenile  horticulturists,  we  recom- 
mend to  Herbert  K.  and  Louis  F.  Kinney,  two  lads  of  the  ages  of 
nine  and  six  years  respectively,  and  who  exhibit  as  the  product  of 
their  joint  enterprise,  excellent  specimens  of  seven  varieties  of  po- 
tatoes, three  varieties  of  cabbage,  and  four  varieties  of  other  vege- 
tables  5  00 


The  unusually  fine  collection  of  potatoes  on  exhibition,  is  an  indication  both 
of  the  important  position  which  this  valuable  vegetable  is  beginning  to  assume 
in  the  culinary  department,  and  the  newly  awakened  interest  in  its  cultivation. 
From  statistics  taken  in  1865,  it  appears  that  the  potato  was  then  the  third 
agricultural  product  of  the  State  in  money  value.  If  we  take  into  account  the 
vast  amount  raised  in  private  gardens,  of  which  no  statistics  are  taken,  and  the 
stimulus  the  cultivation  of  this  crop  has  received  from  new  seed  and  the  range 
of  high  prices  since  then,  it  may  now  be  safely  ranked  as  the  second. 

The  attention  which  has  been  given  of  late  to  the  development  of  new  varie- 
ties from  the  seed  or  ball,  has  been  productive  of  rich  results.  But  it  is  un- 
doubtedly the  fact  that  out  of  the  multitude  of  new  varieties,  there  are  but  few 
which  are  really  valuable  for  general  cultivation.  Some  varieties  which  possess 
great  yielding  properties,  prove  inferior  for  the  table,  while  other  varieties,  most 
excellent  in  quality,  are  frequently  the  least  productive.  The  testimony  of  ex- 
perienced growers  who  feave  tested  the  new  favorites,  has,  therefore,  at  this 
time,  a  peculiar  value.  Most  of  the  contributors  have  favored  us  with  a  state- 
ment of  their  .experience  with  different  varieties  the  past  season,  brief  abstracts 
from  which  are  herewith  presented. 

STATEMENT  OF  J-  -C   iOVELL,   OF  WEST  BOYLSTON,  WHO   EXPERIMENTED  WITH 
TtHIRTY-EIGHT  VARIETIES. 

The  Early  Rose-,  very  fine  aad  productive  ;  may  prove  a  little  tender. 

Concord  Seedling — a  seedling  from  the  Mercer  ;  white,  smooth,  handsome  ; 
very  productive  ^  first  quality^  .appears  hardy. 

Climax — a  fine  potato^  productive,  and  hardy  ;  quality,  No.  1. 

London  White — very  white ^  niice  table  potato  ;  moderately  productive. 

Bresee1s  No.  2 — the  yield,  appearance,  and  quality  commend  it  to  all  planters 
&r  the  market. 
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Cleveland  Seedling — a  strong  grower  5  quality,  No.  1 ;  hardy  ;  will  probably 
be  a  very  popular  market  variety. 

White  Peach  Blow — a  fine  potato,  but  the  top  is  too  large  for  the  yield  of 
tubers. 

Early  Worcester  or  Reilly — very  fine. 

The  Early  Prince  and  Excelsior  come  very  strongly  recommended,  but  they 
need  further  trial  ;  unless  they  improve  with  another  year's  experiment,  I  shall 
render  the  verdict  "  found  wanting  in  quality." 

Of  the  Concord  Seedling  mentioned  above,  Mr.  Lovell  further  adds  that  he 
planted  but  two  potatoes.  These  he  planted  on  newly  turned  grass  land,  on 
which  green  manure  and  a  little  gypsum  had  been  spread,  and  received  a  yield 
of  sixty-four  pounds.  This  potato  is  very  large,  and  somewhat  resembles  the 
Early  Rose  in  shape  and  appearance. 

STATEMENT  OF  F.  J.  KINNEY. 

I  planted  single  eyes  in  drills  twelve  inches  apart  and  three  feet  between  the 
drills,  alternating  the  varieties,  and  treating  them  in  all  other  respects  alike. 
Planted  May  9. 

Average  number  of  potatoes  to  two  eyes  planted  : 

Jackson,  for  table  15.  small  4;  Orono,  for  table  17,  small  2  ;  Early  Rose,  for 
table  5,  small  none  ;  Early  Goodrich,  for  table  12,  small  5. 
*Average  weight  to  two  eyes  planted  : 

Jackson,  number  of  potatoes  19,  weight  5  lbs.;  Orono,  number  of  potatoes  19, 
weight  6  lbs;  Early  Rose,  uumber  of  potatoes  5,  weight  3  lbs.;  Early  Goodrich, 
number  of  potatoes  17,  weight  4^  lbs. 

Disease,  to  date,  (October  6,)  out  of  three  bushels  of  each  variety — 
Jackson  |  peck  ;  Orono  1  peck  ;  Early  Rose  £  bushel ;  Early  Goodrich  1 
quart. 

The  weight  of  testimony  of  those  who  have  made  fair  trial,  seems  to  establish 
the  Early  Rose  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  varieties  for  amateur  cultivation. 
Its  weak  points  are  that  it  is  a  little  tender,  and  requires  for  its  best  develop- 
ment a  rich  and  arable  soil.  It  is  apparently  better  adapted  for  the  well-tilled 
garden  than  for  open-field  culture.  In  fact  on  newly  turned  green  sward  it  will 
flourish  but  indifferently,  if  at  all.  This  lack  of  constitutional  vigor,  however, 
may  be  owing  to  the  unnatural  process  of  forcing  to  which  it  has  been  subjected  ; 
this  seems  the  more  probable  from  the  fact  that  it  is  from  so  robust  a  stock, 
being  a  direct  descendant  from  the  Garnet  Chili — than  which  there  is  no  more 
hardy  and  vigorous  grower.  A  rich  cultivation  hereafter  may  in  part  remedy 
this  defect,  but  will  hardly  effect  a  cure,  inasmuch  as  experience  has  shown  that 
the  tendency  to  disease  in  the  potato  increases  with  age,  the  Garnet  Chili  itself 
having  already  lost  much  of  its  original  vigor. 


This  can  hardly  be  considered  a  fair  test  of  productiveness,  being  on  so  limited  a  scale. 
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For  health  and  productiveness  in  open-field  culture,  the  Garnet  Chili  and 
Harrison  can  hardly  be  excelled.  Some  might,  perhaps,  add  to  these  the  Cuzco, 
Gleason,  and  the  Calico — none  of  these,  however,  though  all  of  very  good  qual- 
ity, are  of  the  first  degree  of  excellence  for  the  table. 

Of  the  varieties  more  recent  than  the  Rose,  the  Concord  Seedling,  so  favor- 
ably noticed  by  Mr.  Lovell  in  his  statement,  Bresee's  Prolific  or  No.  2,  and  the 
Climax,  if  not  ruined  by  the  forcing  process,  bid  fair  to  be  among  the  best,  being 
quite  equal  to  the  Rose  in  productiveness,  and  quality,  and  apparently  more 
hardy.  They  need,  however,  the  test  of  time  before  their  rank  can  be  fully  and 
definitely  determined.  In  quality  the  Early  Rose  is  equalled,  and  probably 
excelled  by  the  Worcester  or  Reilly  and  the  well-ripened  Peach  Blow.  These 
varieties,  however  cannot  be  recommended  for  general  culture,  as  they  are  but 
moderately  productive. 

The  question  has  been  asked  by  some  of  the  contributors  whether  the  Wor- 
cester or  Reilly  potato  and  the  Dover  are  distinct  varieties.  There  seems  to  be 
good  reason  for  believing  that  they  are.  The  history  of  the  two  potatoes,  so  far 
as  they  can  be  traced,  seems  to  indicate  a  different  origin  ;  the  Reilly  originat- 
ing in  Middlesex  county  in  1848  or  1849,  and  the  Dover  in  Dover,  N.  H., 
whence  it  takes  its  name,  in  1854  or  1855.  A  discussion  on  this  very  point 
arose  in  the  Horticultural  Society  at  Boston,  some  ten  years  since,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  society  at  that  time  selected  a  plate  of  each  variety  in  order  to  test 
their  respective  merits.  His  verdict  was  that  they  were  distinct,  and  not  one 
and  the  same  potato.  He  thought  the  Dover  of  a  darker  red,  smoother  and 
with  less  cavernous  eyes. 

A  gentleman  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  who  has  experimented  the  past 
season  with  140  varieties,  also  gives  them  in  his  catalogue  as  distinct,  and  pro- 
nounces the  Reilly  much  the  superior  of  the  two  in  quality. 

It  is  possible,  notwithstanding  all  this,  that  the  Dover,  which  seems  to  have 
come  latest  into  cultivation,  bears  the  same  relation  to  the  Reilly  as  the  Main 
to  the  Concord  grape.  However  it  maybe,  both  these  varieties,  notwithstanding 
their  excellent  qualities,  have  proved  themselves  such  indifferent  growers  that 
the  solution  of  the  question  cannot  now  be  of  any  great  practical  importance. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  L.  PARKER,  Chairman. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Secretary  of  the  Worcester  Co.  Horticultural  Society. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society  : 

In  making  his  annual  report  to  the  Society,  the  marked  improvement  in  the 
library  would  seem  to  command  the  first  attention  of  the  officer  to  whom  its  care 
is  chiefly  entrusted. 

The  handsome  cases  which  form  so  conspicuous  an  ornament  of  this  room, 
supply  a  want  of  which  strong  complaint  has  heretofore  been  uttered.  A  large 
extent  of  shelving  is  secured,  enabling  a  better  arrangement,  and  allowing  some 
opportunity,  however  imperfect,  for  classification.  And  yet,  as  will  be  obvious 
upon  cursory  inspection,  the  space  so  obtained  is  almost  entirely  filled.  Al- 
though in  some  measure  this  result  was  brought  about  by  a  re-location  of  vol- 
umes in  obedience  partly  to  their  intrinsic  value,  with  a  view  of  forming  a  collec- 
tion for  consultation  as  distinct  from  circulation  and  issue,  yet  is  it  also  to  a  grat- 
ifying extent  attributable  to  the  unsolicited  gift  of  individuals.  Especially  note- 
worthy are  the  four  volumes  of  "  Contributions  to  the  Natural  History  of  the 
United  States,  by  Louis  Agassiz,"  which  were  presented  by  Mrs.  Levi  Lincoln. 
Your  Librarian  had  also  a  chance,  of  which  he  was  happy  to  avail  himself,  to 
contribute  a  lot  of  fifty-six  volumes,  of  unequal  merit  it  is  true,  yet  none,  it  is 
hoped  entirely  destitute  of  value.  Hons.  John  D.  Baldwin,  and  Andrew  H. 
Green  have  continued  to  place  us  under  obligations.  From  our  eminent  asso- 
ciate, Charles  Downing,  Esq.,  was  received  very  recently  a  new  edition  of  the 
work  of  his  lamented  brother  upon  the  Fruit  and  Fruit  Trees  of  America, 
which  has  been  so  completely  revised  and  enlarged  as  to  justify  the  appelation 
of  an  original  treatise. 

The  whole  number  of  separate  volumes  acquired  during  the  past  official  year, 
whether  by  gift  or  purchase,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  seven.  A  list  of  them 
by  their  titles  is  herewith  submitted  for  your  more  exact  information  : — 
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Message  and  Documents,  Department  of  State,  1867— '68  ;  2  vols,  octavo. 
Message  and  Documents,  Department  of  War,  1867--'68  ;  2  vols,  octavo. 
Land  Office  Report  1867;  1  vol.  octavo. 

Department  of  Agriculture,  Reports  of  1865  and  1867;  2  vols,  octavo.  All 
from  John  D.  Baldwin. 

Contributions  to  Natural  History  of  the  United  States  ;  By  Louis  Agassiz; 
4  vols,  quarto.    From  Mrs.  Levi  Lincoln. 

Flora  of  North  America  ;  By  W.  P.  C.  Barton,  M.  D.  ;  3  vols,  quarto. 

Medical  Botany;  by  W.  P.  C.  Barton,  M.  D.,  2  vols,  quarto.  From  Mrs.  P. 
S.  Canfield. 

Agriculture  of  Massachusetts,  1856  ;  1  vol.  octavo. 

Eldorado  ;  by  Bayard  Taylor ;  2  vols,  twelvemo. 

A  New  Home  ;  1  vol.,  twelvemo. 

Patent  Office  Report,  1860;  1  vol.  octavo. 

Department  of  Agriculture,  1860  ;   1  vol.  octavo. 

Patent  Office  Report,  1867,  (Agriculture  ;)  1  vol.  octavo. 

Department  of  Agriculture,  1862  ;  1  vol.  octavo. 

Reconnoissances  in  New  Mexico  and  Texas  ;  1  vol.  octavo. 

Foster  and  Whitney's  Report  of  the  Lake  Superior  Region  ;  2  vols,  octavo. 

New  Mexico  ;  Ewing,  Abert,  Cook,  and  Johnston  ;  1  vol.  octavo. 

Sayer's  Modern  Housewife  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo. 

European  Life  and  Manners;  Coleman  ;  2  vols,  twelvemo. 

Exploration  of  the  Valley  of  the  Amazon  ;  Gibbon ;  Part  2,  1  vol.  octavo. 

Breck's  Book  of  Flowers  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo. 

New  American  Gardener;  Fessenden  ;  14th  edition;  1  vol.  twelvemo. 

United  States  Gazetteer ;  1  vol.  octavo. 

American  Farmer's  Encyclopaedia ;  1  vol.  octavo. 

Buist's  Family  Kitchen  Garden  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo. 

Kolla  on  Injurious  Insects;  1  vol.  twelvemo. 

Principles  of  Gardening  ;  Johnson  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo. 

Manual  of  the  Mulberry  Tree  ;  Cobb  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo. 

Bigelow's  Plants  of  Boston  ;  1  vol.  octavo. 

Allen  on  the  Grape ;  1  vol.  octavo. 

Agriculture  of  Massachusetts,  1867-'68  ;  Flint ;  1  vol.  octavo. 

Mitchell's  World  ;  1  vol.  octavo. 

Rural  Homes  ;  Wheeler  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo. 

Rural  Architecture  ;  Allen  ;  1  vol.  octavo. 

Book  of  Fruits  ;  Ives  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo. 

Mowbray  on  Poultry  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo. 

Lindley's  Horticulture  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo. 

Mawes'  Gardener  ;  by  Glenning  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo. 

Fruit,  Flower,  and  Kitchen  Garden  ;  Neill ;  1  vol.  twelvemo. 

Poultry  Book  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo. 
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Dixon  and  Kern's  Ornamental  and  Domestic  Poultry  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo. 
Liebig's  Agricultural  Chemistry;  1  vol.  octavo. 
Johnson's  Dictionary  of  Gardening  ;  Landrette  ;  1  vol.  octavo. 
Gray's  Scientific  and  Practical  Agriculture  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo. 
The  Lady's  Magazine  of  Gardening  ;  Mrs.  Loudon  ;  1  vol.  octavo. 
The  Farmer's  Library  ;  London  ;  Vol.  1,  The  Ox,  The  Horse  ;  octavo. 
The  Farmer's  Library;  Vol.  2,  The  Sheep,  Dog,  Hog,  Poultry,  Bees  ;  octavo. 
Loudon's  Suburban  Gardener ;  1  vol.  octavo. 
Loudon's  Encyclopaedia  of  Plants;  1  vol.  octavo. 
Loudon's  Suburban  Horticulture ;  1  vol.  octavo. 
Repton's  Landscape  Gardening  ,  1  vol.  octavo. 
Geology  of  Massachusetts  ;  Hitchcock  ;  1  vol.  octavo. 
European  Agriculture  ;  Colman  ;  2  vols,  octavo. 
Ten  Years  Among  the  Mail  Bags  ;  Holbrook  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo. 
Trans.  Mass.  Hort.  Society;  Vol.  1,  octavo. 
Department  of  Agriculture  ;  Report  of  1863  ;  1  vol.  octavo. 
Department  of  Agriculture  ;  Report  of  1864  ;  1  vol.  octavo.    All  from  Edw. 
W.  Lincoln. 

The  Rose,  by  S.  B.  Parsons ;  1847  ;  1  vol.  octavo. 

Reconnoissances  in  New  Mexico  ;  1  vol.  octavo. 

Geological  report  on  the  Lake  Superior  District;  1  vol.  octavo. 

Fremont's  First  and  Second  Expedition,  1842,  1843,  and  1844;  1  vol.  octavo. 
From  Dr.  Samuel  Flagg. 

British  and  Exotic  Ferns  and  Lycopodiums ;  1  vol.  twelvemo.  From  Dr. 
Geo.  E.  Francis. 

American  Agricultural  Annual,  1869;  1  vol.  twelvemo ;  society. 

American  Horticultural  Annual,  1869  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo  ;  society. 

Annual  Register  of  Rural  Affairs,  1867,  18C8,  1869  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo;  soc. 

Florist  and  Pomologist ;  1868,  London;  1  vol.  octavo  ;  society. 

Journal  of  Horticulture;  London;  Vol,  14;  1  vol.  octavo;  society. 

Journal  of  Horticulture  ;  London  ;  Vol.  15  ;  1  vol.  octavo  ;  society. 

Les  Fougeres  ;  Paris  ;  2  vols,  octavo  ;  society. 

Revue  Horticole ;  Paris;  1868;  1vol.  octavo;  society. 

Animals  and  Plants  which  Domesticate  ;  Darwin  ;  2  vols,  twelvemo  ,  society. 
How  Crops  Grow;  By  S.  W.  Johnson  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo;  society. 
Practical  Floriculture  ;  By  Peter  Henderson  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo  ;  society. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  1867  ;  1  vol.  octavo  ;  Commissioner  of  Agricul- 
ture, seven  copies. 

Geology  of  New  Jersey,  with  Maps  ;  By  G.  H.  Cook  ;  1  vol.  octavo ;  society. 
Gardener's  Monthly,  1868  ;  Vol.  10;  1  vol.  quarto;  society. 
Hovey's  Magazine,  1868  ;  last  volume,  Vol.  34;  octavo  ;  society. 
Horticulturist,  1868,  Vol.  23;  octavo;  society. 

American  Journal  of  Horticulture,  1868  ;  Vol.  3;  1  vol.  octavo  ;  society. 
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American  Journal  of  Horticulture,  1868,  Vol.  4;  octavo  ;  society. 

Farmer's  Implements  and  Machines;  John  J.  Thomas  ;  new  edition,  1869; 
2  vols,  twelvemo  ;  society. 

Practical  Poultry  Keeper ;  L.  Wright ;  London  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo,  society. 

Propagation,  Culture,  and  History  of  the  Rose ;  by  S.  B.  Parsons  ;  1  vol. 
twelvemo. 

American  Naturalist,  1868— '69  ;  1  vol.  octavo,  Vol.  2,  society. 
N.  E.  Farmer,  1868— '69  ;  1  vol.  octavo  ;  society. 
Country  Gentleman  ;  1  vol.  folio  ;  Vols.  31  and  32  ;  society. 
American  Agriculturist ;  Vol.  27  ;  society. 

The  volumes  have  been  in  constant  use.  Although  a  slight  diminution  is  ap- 
parent in  the  number  circulated  during  the  past  year,  yet  the  demand  for  pur- 
poses of  consultation  and  study,  within  the  library-room  itself,  has  been  of  more 
than  usual  magnitude.  Within  no  similar  period  has  its  value  for  such  applica- 
tion of  its  contents,  so  rapidly  and  materially  enhanced.  The  usual  compara- 
tive table  is  appended  to  illustrate  the  extent  to  which  members  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  privilege  of  circulation. 

In  1862,   114  volumes. 

In  1863,   133  volumes. 

In  1864,   179  volumes. 

In  1865,   318  volumes. 

In  1866,   387  volumes. 

In  1867,   470  volumes. 

In  1868,   580  volumes. 

In  1869,   510  volumes. 

It  will  doubtless  be  within  the  recollection  of  mostof  those  present  that  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  society  in  1868,  a  resolution  submitted  by  the  Secretary 
was  referred  to  the  Trustees.  That  resolution  was  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  (5)  be  appointed  with  instructions  to 
consider  the  present  condition  of  the  society  as  affecting  the  objects  and  pur- 
suits for  which  it  was  founded.  That  the  said  committee  confer  with  any  com- 
mittee that  may  be  appointed  to  meet  them  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Worcester 
Agricultural  Society,  to  the  end  that  after  mutual  consultation,  it  may  be  deter- 
mined if  any  restoration  of  the  ancient  relations  of  the  two  societies  shall  be 
desirable,  expedient, or  practicable  ;  and  that  said  committee,  on  the  part  of  this 
Society  make  report  of  their  action  to  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  hereafter 
for  its  consideration." 

As  the  committee  designated  by  the  Trustees  under  the  reference  decided  that 
it  was  inexpedient  to  convene  a  special  meeting  to  consider  and  act  upon  a 
report  which  would  have  for  its  sole  burden  that  no  action  was  regarded  as 
either  "  desirable,  expedient,  or  practicable,"' it  may  not  be  improper  for  the 
Secretary,  in  his  own  vindication,  to  state  that  some  arguments  ia  his  annual 
report  appeared  to  him  then,  as  they  appear  still,  to  have  confused  the  minds  of 
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the  committee  as  to  the  precise  sphere  of  their  duty.  In  that  report  he  advanced 
reasons  that  were  alleged  in  favor  of  a  union  or  consolidation  of  the  two 
societies.  He  did  not  announce  them  as  the  convictions  of  his  own  mature 
judgment,  although  had  he  done  so  the  offence  might  have  been  condoned  for 
something  short  of  blasphemy.  But  such  being  assumed  to  be  the  case  what- 
ever action  was  had  by  the  committee  became  predicated  upon  that  basis.  No 
consideration  was  devoted  to  the  suggestion  of  holding  an  exhibition  of 
Horticulture  under  the  auspices  of  this  society,  although  upou  the  grounds 
of  the  Agricultural  Society.  The  latter  organization  having  resumed  its  dis- 
play of  flowers  and  fruits,  your  Secretary  may  be  pardoned  for  claiming  that 
his  prevision  and  efforts  at  least  were  not  wanting  to  anticipate  and  prevent 
such  piactical  if  not  intentional  antagonism.  The  pressure  of  official  duties 
precluded  any  personal  inspection  of  that  display.  If  it  was  inferior,  as  he  has 
been  told,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  farmers  of  the  county  could  not  have  had 
their  eyes  opened  to  the  more  pronounced  advance  of  horticulture  as  manifested 
upon  our  tables.  But  from  the  names  of  some  of  the  contributors  to  that  display  1 
heretofore  competitors  at  our  own,  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  the  articles  exhibited 
could  not  have  been  utterly  unworthy  of  notice.  The  possibility  of  a  con- 
tinuance of  this  rivalry,  or  more  properly  antagonism,  must  be  an  element 
in  our  future  calculations.  It  only  remains  to  add  that  no  especial  solicitude 
was  evinced  by  the  Agricultural  Society  to  participate  in  the  proposed  delibera- 
tions. At  the  time  designated  for  the  interview  of  the  two  committees,  no  one 
was  present  of  those  whom  we  had  appointed  to  meet.  At  an  adjournment,  a 
single  gentleman,  Mr.  Fayerweather,  of  Westborough,  appeared  for  himself  and 
associates.  It  does  not  need  the  testimony  of  your  Secretary  to  convince  the 
constituents  of  that  gentleman  that  all  which  argument  and  energy  could  accom- 
plish was  as  thoroughly  achieved  as  though  he  had  been  assisted  or  impeded 
by  a  dozen  colleagues. 

Previous  to  the  last  annual  autumnal  exhibition  it  was  decided  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Exhibitions  that  the  entry  of  vegetables  should  be  restricted  within  a 
period  to  be  publicly  announced.  Extreme  pains  were  taken  to  ensure  such 
publicity.  And  although  there  were  some  exceptions  to  the  terms  of  the  several 
advertisements  and  notices,  it  is  not  believed  that  any  injustice  was  done,  or 
that  any  actual  misapprehension  existed.  The  practical  operation  of  the  rule 
was  an  unprecedented  success.  The  number  of  entries  was  almost  treble  that 
of  any  former  year.  But  the  great  advantage  resulted  from  the  fact  that  time 
was  thus  afforded  to  complete  the  records  of  the  exhibition,  with  due  regard  to 
a  proper  classification.  To  accomplish  this  alone  required  upwards  of  seventeen 
hundred  details  upon  the  books,  and  of  course  the  filling  out  of  as  many  cards 
for  contributors.  The  Secretary  was  thus  enabled  to  devote  some  time  and 
attention  in  the  hall  itself,  which  was  the  more  important  because  of  the  tempo- 
rary disability  of  the  efficient  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Exhibitions  during 
the  opening  days. 
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Your  serious  attention  is  invited  to  a  consideration  of  the  expediency  of  a 
longer  retention  of  the  system  of  awarding  premiums  in  silver  plate.  It  is  true 
that  few  complaints  are  heard  ;  nevertheless  there  are  some.  And,  although 
they  mainly  come  from  those  who  usually  exact  all  from  the  officers  of  the 
society,  conceding  little  in  return  ;  and  notably,  in  at  least  one  instance,  from  a 
non-conformist  to  the  most  reasonable  rales  of  the  Committee  on  Exhibitions  ; 
it  is  barely  possible  that  the  policy,  adopted  as  an  experiment,  may  prove  wor 
thy  of  discontinuance.  It  was  in  the  mind  of  your  Secretary,  when  suggesting 
the  trial,  that  the  method  of  paying  premiums,  whether  in  money  or  plate,  should 
be  at  the  option  of  the  contributor  who  had  received  the  smiles  of  Fortune. 
Perhaps  it  might  be  well,  if  a  method  can  be  devised  that  will  obviate  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  society  keeping  on  hand  a  stock  of  silver  ware,  to  put  it  in  such 
alternative.  This,  at  least,  is  certain,  that,  contrary  to  the  suspicions  of  some, 
the  society  loses,  rather  than  otherwise,  by  the  award  of  plate.  Where  money 
is  given  it  sometimes  is  allowed  to  the  treasury.  Where  plate  is  assigned, 
woman  claims  her  rights  and  deposits  them  within  her  parlor  closet. 

In  his  last  annual  report,  your  Secretary  invited  your  attention  to  the  matter 
of  an  ancient  agreement  with  the  late  William  Piper  relative  to  a  future  joint 
use  of  the  western  party-wall  of  Horticultural  Hall.  The  subject  was  referred 
to  a  committee  by  whom  the  duty  of  effecting  a  settlement  with  Mr.  Piper  was 
subsequently  delegated  to  Hon.  Francis  H.  Dewey.  It  is  pleasant  to  be  able 
to  record  the  fact,  honorable  to  all  parties,  that  an  arrangement  was  speedily 
accomplished  upon  terms  mutually  satisfactory,  as  one  result  of  which  a  very 
handsome  sum  of  money  was  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  society.  Especial 
prominence  is  given  to  this  matter  as  it  furnishes  a  signal  example  of  the  truth 
of  the  old  saying  that  our  misfortunes  are  often  only  blessings  in  disguise. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  occurrence  of  a  fire  in  the  western  ante  room  of  the 
hall  no  search  would  ever  have  been  made  at  the  Registry  of  Deeds  to  ascertain 
upon  what  conditions  the  society  holds  its  property.  Such  a  search,  however, 
disclosed  the  existence  of  an  agreement,  upon  record,  whereof  all  trace  had 
escaped  from  human  memory.  Still  it  might  not  be  advisable  to  have  another 
fire  upon  the  premises  in  any  reasonable  anticipation  of  similar  good  fortune. 

In  the  near  vicinity  of  a  growing  and  populous  city,  many  injuries  are  done 
to  the  cultivated  enclosures  and  trees,  whether  of  fruit  or  forest,  that  cannot  be 
remedied,  but  which  legislation,  so  prescient  of  other  matters,  might  easily  pre- 
vent. Thus  for  years  past,  and  notably  during  the  present  season,  the  chest- 
nuts, alike  grand  in  appearance  as  useful  in  substance,  have  been  mauled  and 
marred  by  gangs  of  loafers  who  knew,  if  not  the  actual  owner,  at  least  that  the 
fruit  was  not  their  own.  But  two  short  weeks  since  a  member  of  this  society 
discovered  a  half-dozen  teams  hitched  to  his  fences,  and  a  half-score  of  men 
pounding  his  trees,  for  the  chance  of  obtaining  a  few  nuts,  with  fourteen-pound 
mallets  of  solid  iron.  Wherever  such  a  blow  falls,  thereafter  is  death — not 
necessarily  immediately  fatal  to  the  existence  of  the  tree,  but  sapping  its  vitality 
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as  surely  as  the  abrasion  of  their  hides  would  bring  to  the  surface  the  countless 
ill-humors  and  sores  of  those  forest  out-laws.  Yet  it  is  consolatory  to  reflect 
that  such  offences  and  outrages  are  perpetrated  on  Sunday,  and  that  in  the 
intervals  of  their  commission  our  Police  are  sedulously  perfecting  themselves 
in  the  amusement  and  recreation  of  base-ball. 

Your  serious  thought  is  invoked,  gentlemen,  to  the  imperative  need  of  exer- 
cising more  care  in  the  formation  of  your  committees.  In  no  particular  was 
the  precise  judgment  or  the  exact  integrity  of  the  lamented  Ripley  so  marked  as 
in  the  pains  which  he  lavished  in  this  respect,  whenever  he  was  placed  upon 
your  committee  of  nominations.  When  I  look  around  upon  these  countenances 
so  familiar,  and  mark  the  gray  hairs  that  even  now  herald  the  near  future  of 
so  many  among  us,  the  question  arises  of  itself  if  the  bull  and  stud  horse  can 
alone  attract  the  young;  and  if,  with  the  departure  of  the  present  generation 
from  the  stage,  the  curtain  will  be  rung  down  forever  upon  the  science  and  prac- 
tice of  Horticulture  in  the  County  of  Worcester.  With  few  exceptions  your 
committees,  when  competent,  are  composed  of  cripples,  or  of  those  long  since 
entitled  to  an  honorable  discharge.  Even  if  creditable  should  this  continue  to 
be  our  policy  ? 

Some  very  singular  advice  recently  bestowed  upon  the  farmers  of  one  of  our 
county  towns  by  the  President  of  the  New  England  Agricultural  Society,  in  one 
of  his  innumerable  discourses  on  matters  under  the  sun,  would  seem  to  demand 
a  word  of  comment  and  rebuke  in  a  report  like  this.  He  asserted  that  the 
growth  of  apples  in  Massachusetts  was  impossible,  and  recommended  the  sum- 
mary destruction  of  all  orchards.  Now  it  is  unquestionable  that  the  pomologist 
has  obstacles  with  which  to  contend  that  call  for  all  the  energy  and  patience  that 
he  can  muster;  yet  it  may  be  doubted  if  they  outnumber  those  which  impede 
or  prevent  the  attainment  of  his  goal  by  the  ambitious  or  scheming  politician. 
The  apple  has  been  grown  in  our  good  commonwealth,  as  the  Baldwin,  Hub- 
bardson,  Nonesuch,  and  Roxbury  Russet  abundantly  prove.  The  exhaustion  of 
our  orchards  consequent  upon  long-continued  cropping  without  a  corresponding 
return  of  the  proper  elements  to  the  soil,  furnishes  no  basis  for  a  respectable 
argument.  The  Durham  and  Ayershire  are  no  more  likely  to  be  withdrawn 
from  our  pastures,  because  once  threatened  with  extinction  by  the  Pleuro  Pneu- 
monia, than  are  our  apples  to  be  relinquished  at  the  dictation  of  every  peripa- 
tetic sciolist  or  demagogue.  If  we  have  lost  the  Garden  of  Eden  with  the  fruits 
whereof  its  Divine  origin  entitles  us  to  suppose  it  profuse,  let  us  exact  the 
more  severely  its  forfeit — the  apple.  No,  Gentlemen  of  Sterling  and  Princeton, 
do  not  extirpate  !  save  to  plant.  If  you  will  remove  a  tree,  excavate  simuh 
taneously  for  one  to  replace  it,  although,  of  course,  not  in  the  same  spot.  Keep 
always  in  mind  that  the  Baldwin  canr.otbear  with  impunity  a  continuous  crop  of 
ten  or  twelve  barrels,  and  that  the  theory  advanced  by  Meehan  is  supported  by 
Dr.  Hull,  that  excessive  profusion  of  bloom  is  even  more  exhaustive  than  ulti- 
mate fecundity.    Au  reste,  as  our  friends  in  France  would  say — base  yourtheo- 
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ries  upon  a  partial  substratum  of  facts.  Politics,  or  the  craving  for  civic  position 
however  hitherto  disappointed,  have  never  yet  accumulated  our  catalogue  of 
apples.  The  suggestion  is  advanced  for  what  it  is  worth,  that  our  honored  asso- 
ciate Jonathan  Forbush  might  supply  any  deficiencies  in  the  disquisition  under 
review,  and  thereby  replenish  the  vacuum,  no  less  abhorrent  to  the  appetite  than 
nature,  of  a  permanent  failure  of  the  apple.  Coming  so  close  upon  the  ingather- 
ing of  a  crop  of  Baldwins,  at  least,  which  for  quality  was  never  surpassed, 
the  absurdity  of  such  counsel  is  the  more  marked. 

The  ravages  of  insects  have  proved  less  destructive  than  for  several  years. 
And  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that,  with  the  exercise  of  one-half  of  the  care 
and  patience  displayed  by  our  faithful  housewives  in  the  exclusion  of  vermin 
from  our  dwellings,  this  great  source  of  annoyance  and  loss  to  the  horticulturist 
might  be  almost  entirely  removed.  To  succeed  in  this  would,  however,  demand 
general  co-operation,  and  could  not  suffer  individual  neglect.  And  yet  the 
writer  can  point  to  a  lot  in  the  very  heart  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  amply 
stocked  with  the  mullen  and  thistle,  and  the  starved  home  of  four  apple  trees, 
upon  which  last  have  been  produced,  year  after  year,  countless  swarms  of  the 
canker  worm  and  tent-caterpillar.  Of  how  much  less  utility  is  the  most  earnest 
effort  of  the  neighborhood  thereby  rendered. 

But,  gentlemen,  if  Fortune  has  been  unwontedly  kind  to  us  in  this  particular, 
'she  has  also  not  failed  to  supply  the  cat-bird  and  pseudo-robin  as  a  thorough 
set-off.  Without  them  these  reports  would  be  incomplete  :  with  them,  our  crops 
are  finished  by  transfer  to  theirs.  A  late  writer  in  the  Atlantic  Monthly,  who 
has  attained  some  reputation  as  an  ornithologist  by  a  long  residence  within  the 
crowded  streets  of  a  city,  the  admirable  facilities  of  which  location  for  a  studious 
investigation  into  the  habits  of  birds  must  be  obvious  to  the  most  obtnse,  affirms 
dogmatically  that  the  assertion  that -birds  will  eat  pears  is  an  utter,  and  by 
implication,  wilful  falsehood.  Now  your  Secretary,  who  is  doubtless  meant  as 
original  coiner  of  the  alleged  fabrication,  simply  mentioned  what  himself  and 
others  had  witnessed  with  their  own  eyes.  This  very  summer,  the  lamented 
Ripley  remarked  that  the  robins  would  not  leave  him  a  single  Beurre  Giffard. 
Not  two  mornings  thereafter  your  Secretary  counted  not  less  than  five  of 
these  pets  of  the  clod  heads  and  pedants  ravaging  the  Giffards  of  the  Hon. 
Lemuel  Williams,  and  lest  his  own  evidence  should  be  rejected  by  his  courteous 
critic  and  monitor,  summoned  three  of  his  children  as  competent  witnesses  in 
corroboration.  His  own  Belle  Lucratives  were  the  next  objects  of  attack.  "But," 
remarks  our  professor  of  natural  science,  "  the  facts  are  not  such  ;  or,  if  so,  the 
pears  should  have  been  picked  in  season."  Gentlemen,  arrogating  no  peculiar 
knowledge  to  himself,  your  Secretary  may  be  pardoned  for  suggesting  that  the 
imputation  to  the  late  John  C.  Ripley  of  ignorance  of  the  proper  period  for 
gathering  would  provoke  a  smile  were  not  our  tears  so  recent.  His  information 
upon  all  subjects  pertaining  to  Pomology  could  not  be  supplemented  even  bv 
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that  wealth  of  erudition,  which  proved  fatal  to  the  Boston  Atlas.  But  not  to 
weary  you  with  views  that  have  been  so  often  elaborated  from  this  place,  a  cita- 
tion is  made  from  the  evidence  of  one  whose  knowledge  upon  the  matters  where- 
of he  affirms  is  always  the  fruit  of  careful  and  exact  observation  and  analysis. 
Dr.  J.  R.  Nichols,  of  the  Journal  of  Chemistry  thus  effectually  explodes  this 
harmful  fallacy  of  the  beneficial  influence  of  birds  : 

"  There  is  much  that  is  sentimental  and  attractive  in  the  numerous  essays  upon  birds 
and  insects,  found  in  our  fashionable  magazines  and  newspapers.  Farmers  and  horti- 
culturists in  the  country  are  informed  by  these  parlor  gentlemen  in  cities,  who  write 
essays,  that  the  race  of  birds  is  almost  extinct,  owing  to  the  'ruthless  war'  waged  upon 
them  by  said  farmers  and  fruit-raisers  ;  and,  in  consequence,  grubs,  worms,  caterpillars, 
flies,  bugs,  etc.,  have  invaded  the  land,  and  increased  so  fearfully  that  they  are  eating 
up  every  green  thing.  *  *  *  The  joke  of  this  whole  matter  lies  in  the  fact  that 
most  birds,  robins  more  particularly,  are  not  fond  of  the  worms  and  insects  destructive 
to  vegetation,  such  as  canker-worms,  cateipillars,  the  curculio,  etc.  Who,  in  conducting 
a  post  mortem  upon  a  robin  ever  found  a  canker-worm  in  its  stomach  ?  No  one  ;  instead 
of  these,  at  the  right  season  of  the  year,  that  organ  is  found  full  of  cherries,  straw- 
berries, grapes,  etc.,  stolen  from  orchards  and  fruit  gardens.  Birds  nev«  r  were  so  plenty 
in  New  England  as  during  the  past  five  years  ;  and  the  ravages  of  insects  and  worms 
never  were  more  disastrous  than  during  that  period.  Robins,  according  to  the  state- 
ments of  careful,  competent  observers,  have  increased  fourfold,  under  the  influence  of 
the  protective  enactments  passed  by  our  Legislatures.  They  swarm  around  our  dwell- 
ings, build  their  nests  and  hatch  their  young  upon  the  shrubbery  under  the  windows,  as 
if  conscious  of  full  protection.  We  love  robins,  and  most  other  birds.  It  is  indeed  de- 
lightful to  be  awakened  in  the  morning  by  their  songs.  They  are  so  familiar  and  do- 
mestic in  their  habits,  we  come  to  regard  them  almost  as  household  pets.  We  are  quite 
willing  to  divide  our  fruit  with  them,  give  them  the  largest  half;  but  we  cannot  allow 
them  the  whole.  We  do  love  the  birds,  but  we  love  good  fruit  also ;  and  it  seem  to  us 
that  the  time  has  arrived,  at  least  in  some  portions  of  Massachusetts,  when  in  order  to 
save  any  of  the  valuable  soft  fruit,  we  must  reduce  the  number  of  birds  so  that  this  class 
of  consumers  will  not  demand  the  whole  of  the  production.  Birds  are  simply  orna- 
mental, beautiful  objects  in  nature  ;  as  to  their  being  of  any  essential  service  in  the 
destruction  of  insects,  that  is  all  a  delusion.  We  must  regard  them  in  the  same  light 
we  do  dogs,  cats,  rabbits,  and  other  household  pets.  They  are  to  be  protected,  and  cared 
for,  until  the  number  becomes  unreasonably  large,  or  they  annoy  us,  and  destroy  our 
property  ;  then  we  must  thin  them  out  in  some  way. 

Last  year  we  lost  our  cherries,  many  of  our  strawbeiries,  all  of  our  Delaware  grapes  ; 
and  our  neighbors  were  subjected  to  the  same  losses.  We  would  suggest  that  the  laws 
relating  to  the  destruction  of  robins  and  some  other  birds,  be  suspended  for  a  period 
say  of  three  years. 

And  still,  notwithstanding  remonstrance,  argument,  absolute  demonstration 
indeed,  the  Great  and  General  Court,  at  its  last  session,  made  the  obnoxious 
provisions  of  the  law  for  the  protection  of  birds  yet  more  comprehensive  and 
stringent.  In  justice,  however,  it  must  be  confessed  that  it  is  to  the  same 
egregious  body  of  men  that  we  owe  the  latest  largess  to  the  Hartford  &  Erie 
Railroad,  and  the  ultimate  resolution  to  determine  at  once  and  forever  the  num- 
ber of  cubic  feet  contained  in  the  Hoosac  mountain. 

The  usual  weekly  meetings  have  been  continued  with  customary  interest  and 
success.  Many  superior  specimens  of  fruit  and  flowers  have  been  exhibited, 
and,  in  frequent  instances,  the  identification  of  varieties  has  proved  alike  ben- 
eficial and  satisfactory  to  growers  who  were  ignorant  of  the  proper  names.  The 
annual  display  of  Roses  and  Strawberries,  as  a  whole,  was  the  finest  ever  held 
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within  our  hall.  It  is  true  that  the  character  of  the  season  was  such  as  to  re- 
quire the  latter  to  be  exhibited  when  the  former  were  almost  past  their  prime. 
Neverthless,  such  was  the  abundance,  and  so  great  the  number  of  varieties  of 
the  strawberry,  thanks  mainly  to  two  contributors,  that  the  partial  inferiority 
of  the  floral  department  elicited  but  trivial  criticism.  The  zeal  that  is  now 
manifested  in  procuring  new  varieties,  and  the  competition  that  exists  in  the 
production  of  this  delicious  fruit,  amply  justify  our  confidence  in  a  larger  and 
finer  display  during  the  summer  of  the  coming  year. 

More  interest  also  appears  to  be  awakened  in  the  growth  of  those  other  small 
fruits  which,  maturing  after  the  strawberry,  assists  so  essentially  in  completing 
a  full  supply  throughout  the  season.  With  the  application  of  white  hellebore 
has  quickly  and  thoroughly  disappeared  all  apprehension  of  permanent  injury 
or  peril  to  the  currant.  The  raspberry  has  suffered  some  harm  during  the  warm 
mouths,  from  a  species  of  worm  so  minute  as  to  be  almost  invisible,  but  yet 
possessing  a  capacity  for  the  consumption  of  foliage  infinitely  out  of  propor- 
tion to  its  size.  In  regard  to  the  raspberry,  a  wide  difference  of  opinion  seems 
to  exist  among  cultivators,  as  to  the  comparative  fruitfulness  of  different  varie- 
ties. Thus  John  J.  Thomas  asserts  that  Brinckle's  Orange,  in  central  and 
western  New  York,  is  a  shy  bearer  and  insipid  in  quality  when  compared  with 
such  sorts  as  Clarke  and  Naomi.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Parry,  of  Cihnamin- 
son,  New  Jersey,  is  enthusiastic  over  a  yield  of  the  Philadelphia  so  prodigious 
that  it  cannot  be  gathered.  Your  Secretary,  as  is  known  to  many  of  you,  has 
devoted  the  most  of  his  attention  and  space  to  the  culture  of  this  especial  fruit. 
And  it  may  serve  for  the  gratification  of  curiosity,  should  it  answer  no  more 
useful  purpose,  to  put  upon  record  in  this  report,  some  facts  which  were  gathered 
for  his  own  guidance  and  instruction.  He  has  but  2631  square  feet  of  land 
applicable  and  employed  in  the  production  of  raspberries.  Of  this  space,  253J 
feet  ought  to  be  left  out  of  account,  as  the  stools  of  Knevett's  Giant,  thereon 
planted,  are  quite  young  and  immature.  But  from  the  entire  plot,  without  de- 
duction, were  gathered  three  quarts  in  excess  of  seven  and  one-half  bushels — 
253J  feet  yielded  five  quarts  of  Knevett's  Giant;  405  feet,  thirty  quarts  of  the 
Philadelphia;  399  feet,  one  bushel  and  two  quarts  of  Franconia ;  and  1573£ 
feet  were  fragrant  with  the  rich  aroma  of  five  bushels,  one  peck,  and  six  and  a 
half  quarts  of  Brinckle's  Orange.  Yet  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  culti- 
vation of  the  raspberry  involves  all  income  and  no  outlay.  None  of  the  small 
fruits,  so  called,  are  so  impatient  of  neglect,  or  require  such  quantities  of  ma- 
nure. It  may  indeed  be  asserted  with  safety  that  the  capacity  of  absorbing 
fertilizers,  so  long  and  erroneously  ascribed  to  the  grape,  does  actually  illustrate 
the  nature  and  wants  of  the  raspberry.  Moreover  its  canes  must  be  protected 
in  winter.  Your  Secretary  does  not  believe  in  the  existence  of  a  solitary  variety, 
worthy  of  cultivation,  that  will  endure  the  frosts  of  our  climate  uncovered,  and 
continue  fertile,  even  if  it  can  maintain  its  vitality.    And  this  opinion  is  based 
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upon  his  personal  experience,  commencing  with  the  Red  and  Yellow  Antwerps 
some  forty  years  ago,  and  protracted,  with  intermissions,  down  to  the  present 
prolific  season.  Aware  that  others  are  of  a  different  persuasion  he  submits  his 
convictions,  for  such  they  are,  to  be  taken  for  what  they  are  worth.  One  thing 
more  ;  a  writer  in  the  Daily  Spy  not  many  weeks  since,  in  an  article  upon  the 
culture  of  the  raspberry,  advises  the  making  of  plantations  in  the  spring  as  the 
only  suitable  season.  Your  Secretary  would  assert,  on  the  other  hand,  that  no 
period  of  the  year  is  so  suitable  as  the  autumn.  And  he  does  so  with  the  more 
confidence  that  it  is  a  theory  to  which  his  own  practice  has  always  conformed, 
and  which  results  have  never  failed  to  justify. 

The  customary  comparative  statement  of  entries  at  the  exhibitions,  other  than 
the  annual  autumnal,  is  herewith  furnished  for  your  more  precise  information  : 


COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT. 


Anno  Domini. 

Strawberries. 

Raspberries, 
Gooseberries, 
Currants,  Cherries, 
Grapes,  Peaches,  &g. 

Apples. 

Pears. 

Flowers, 
Plants,  &c. 

Total. 

29 

98 

160 

512 

632 

1431 

1863 

44 

83 

366 

374 

616 

1483 

36 

79 

140 

184 

1008 

1447 

1865 

48 

104 

41 

161 

1643 

1997 

23 

151 

38 

292 

811 

1315 

1867 

43 

112 

51 

264 

1716 

2186 

37 

132 

111 

120 

807 

1207 

1869  

95 

207 

78 

190 

1027 

1597 

An  aggregate  augmented  by  the  unprecedented  display  of  strawberries  in 
early  summer,  and  the  generous  profusion  of  grapes  within  the  past  few  weeks. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  society  convened  on  the  24th  day  of  September 
ult.,  a  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Samuel  H.  Colton, 
Stephen  Salisbury  and  John  C.  Newton,  to  "  submit  at  the  next  meeting 
some  suitable  plan  of  alteration  or  enlargement  of  Horticultural  Hall,  that  the 
same  may  be  rendered  more  convenient  and  capacious  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Society."  To  what  conclusion  that  committee  have  arrived  has  not  been  pub- 
licly announced  ;  nor  is  a  knowledge  of  it  material  to  the  purposes  of  this 
report.  The  inciting  cause  for  the  creation  of' this  committee  is,  of  course,  well 
understood.  At  the  annual  autumnal  exhibition  a  display  of  vegetables  rewarded 
our  efforts  that  might  well  have  challenged  the  assignment  of  the  main  hall  for 
their  exclusive  exposition.  As  it  was,  much  of  their  effect  as  a  collection  was 
lost  by  sheer  inability  to  arrange  and  properly  classify  them.  The  Society,  it 
cannot  be  denied,  has  no  right  to  hold  out  inducements  for  cultivators  to  exhibit 
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their  products,  and  then  refuse  them  the  space  absolutely  essential  to  their  dis- 
play. But,  with  all  deference  to  the  committee,  and  in  utter  ignorance  of  their 
design,  your  Secretary  must  be  pardoned  for  expressing  a  decided  repugnance  to 
the  expenditure  of  another  dollar,  except  for  indispensable  repairs,  upon  the 
present  hall.  His  views  upon  the  subject  of  a  change  of  location  have  been  too 
recently  expressed  to  require  repetition.  It  must  suffice  here  to  remark  that 
those  views  have  only  strengthened  with  the  lapse  of  the  two  years  since  they 
were  first  urged  upon  your  attention.  The  tendency  of  heavy,  wholesale  busi- 
ness towards  and  along  Front  street,  is  increasingly  manifest.  That  considera- 
tion, of  itself,  must  sooner  or  later  compel  our  removal.  The  inadequacy  and 
incouvenience  of  our  present  accommodations  is  a  matter  from  which  your 
thoughts  can  no  longer  be  withheld,  with  however  much  resolution  you  may 
attempt  to  avert  them.  With  all  the  avenues  of  approach  blockaded  by  skids 
and  produce,  in  the  busiest  season  of  the  year  when  our  exhibition  must  be 
holden  ;  with  our  halls  themselves,  now  confessedly  overwhelmed  by  a  generous 
profusion  of  contributions  ;  with  the  certainty  that  a  change  of  location  cannot 
always  be  unceremoniously  whistled  down  the  wind  ;  what  is  the  step  Avhich  a 
wise  forethought  dictates  to  be  taken  while  there  is  yet  opportunity?  For  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind,  as  was  heretofore  suggested,  that  sites  suitable  for  our 
purposes  are  rapidly  covering  with  costly  and  imposing  structures.  That  the 
hall  for  which  the  public  need  clamors,  and  which  need,  like  all  other  wants,  is 
sure  to  be  supplied,  if  not  by  ourselves  then  to  our  annoyance  and  loss  ;  that 
hall  larger  than  the  original  Brinley,  but  similar  in  its  quiet  elegance  of  sym- 
metry and  adornment ;  that,  which  ought  to  be  Horticultural  Hall,  is  steadily 
and  ever  demanded,  and  was  never  more  requisite  than  now.  This  Society, 
twenty  years  ago,  builded,  wisely  and  well  for  the  time,  upon  this  spot.  Is  it 
not  incumbent  upon  us,  their  survivors  or  successors,  to  reflect  deeply — cau- 
tiously if  you  please — but  thereafter  to  act  boldly !  Your  Secretary,  "  taking 
too  much  upon  himself,"  perhaps,  in  violation  of  the  injunction  of  Scripture, 
suggested  the  Barton  estate  as  a  fit  location.  Nothing  came  of  that  reccom- 
mendation  and  it  is  probable,  though  not  certain,  that  the  estate  mentioned  is 
beyond  our  attainment.  But  other  sites  are,  or  soon  will  be,  in  the  market,  of 
certain  value  at  present,  and  sure  to  prove  a  safe  as  well  as  profitable  invest- 
ment. Whether  the  society  shall  manifest  the  courage  to  place  its  hall  upon 
Chestnut  street,  either  at  the  corner  of  Pearl  or  Pleasant,  is  for  the  members, 
acting  through  their  Trustees,  to  determine.  Your  Secretary  could,  with  a  clear 
conviction,  earnestly  advise  such  action.  He  could  more  conscientiously  and 
earnestly  urge  upon  you  the  purchase  and  edification  of  the  entire  tract  bounded 
by  those  three  streets,  upon  which,  a  timidity  similar  to  that  apparently  con- 
trolling our  own  corporate  action,  has  forever  lost  to  Episcopacy  its  chance  of 
erecting  the  cathedral  of  the  future.  No  location  like  it — so  suitable,  so  eligi- 
ble, so  advantageous  in  every  way,  so  especially  adapted  to  our  wants  and  so 
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peculiarly  fitted  for  our  purposes  can  be  designated  within  the  limits  of  the  city. 
One  of  our  shrewdest  associates,  Mr.  James  White,  complimented  your  Secretary 
by  saying  that  the  scheme  was  magnificent.  If  so,  let  not  its  grandeur  appal 
you,  but  rising  to  the  full  height  of  the  occasion,  look  boldly  to  the  inevitable 
and  not  far  remote  future  of  Worcester  !  Such  an  acquisition  would  remedy 
the  vexatious  defect  in  our  existing  boundaries  by  an  exchange  of  titles.  Its 
improvement,  by  the  construction  of  a  Hall  alike  creditable  and  profitable,  would 
demonstrate  our  aptitude  for  our  position,  and  clearly  indicate  our  consciousness 
that  the  requirements  of  fifty  or  a  hundred  thousand  people  are  not  to  be 
restricted  or  measured  by  the  instrumentalities  which  suffice  for  five  thousand. 

If  at  any  time,  gentlemen,  I  may  have  seemed  to  press  too  strongly  upon  you 
this  idea  of  a  change  of  our  location,  you  must  make  due  allowance  for  my 
earnest  desire  to  promote  the  interests  of  our  cherished  Society,  and  my  hearty 
faith  that,  in  that  way,  are  those  interests  to  be  most  certainly  and  permanently 
advanced.  I  have  sometimes  had  visions  of  a  possible  Ecole  Polytechnique, 
of  which  our  corporation  should  be  the  nucleus,  and  connected  therewith  the 
young  and  active  Natural  History  Society.  Akin  in  pursuits  and  tastes  in 
many  respects,  in  none  divergent,  one  roof  might  accommodate  both  to  mutual 
advantage.  In  the  direction  hereinbefore  indicated,  the  uplifted  arm  and  mas- 
sive hammer  upon  the  weathervane  of  the  Boynton  Institute  already  point. 
Engaged  in  diverse  modes,  and  by  somewhat  alien  appliances,  the  investigations 
and  researches  of  all  tend  directly  to  the  same  end — the  wresting  from  nature  of 
the  hidden  and  mysterious  processes  whereby  her  elementary  changes  are  evolved. 

Whenever  the  new  Horticultural  Hall  shall  be  completed,  with  adequate  ac- 
commodations and  suitable  conveniences,  we  may  count  with  confidence  upon 
a  much  larger  measure  of  that  public  patronage  and  support  which  we  shall 
have  done  so  much  to  merit.  Nor  will  it  be  unreasonable  to  anticipate  renewed 
proofs  of  that  wide  spread  liberality  to  which  the  rapid  enlargement  of  your 
Library  is  so  materially  due.  Thither,  too,  should  be  brought  and  suspended 
the  portraits  of  our  deceased  associates  and  benefactors  ;  of  those  who  founded 
the  society  thirty  years  ago ;  of  those  others  by  whom  its  existence  has  been 
subsequently  maintained  and  its  usefulness  kept  unimpaired.  By  way  of 
initiating  such  a  movement,  let  me  place  at  your  disposal  the  engraved  likeness 
of  one  who,  throughout  a  long  and  memorable  life,  deemed  no  enjoyment  so 
sweet  as  that  which  was  derived  from  the  observation  and  study  of  nature. 
Add  to  it,  gentlemen,  the  portraits  of  Waldo,  and  Green,  of  Paine,  and  Ripley  ; 
and  in  the  future, — may  it  be  far  distant — the  features  so  familiar  and  welcome 
at  our  meetings.  Upon  yonder  shelf  you  may  now  perceive  some  objects  of 
plastic  art  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  forethought  and  liberality  of  our 
late  Treasurer.  Modeled  in  France  from  fruits  grown  by  Mr.  Francis  G.  Shaw, 
upon  Staten  Island,  in  the  bay  of  New  York,  they  constitute  alike  admirable 
specimens  of  skill,  useful  subjects  for  study,  and  permanent  memorials  of  him 
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who  served  us  so  faithfully  and  well.  But  no  art  has  yet  discovered  a  substi- 
tute tor  the  pencil  and  the  graver;  and,  without  their  cunning  inventions,  all 
but  the  tender  memory  of  our  friends  is  indeed  lost  to  us  forever. 

Mr.  President,  and  gentlemen  :  Until  within  a  very  recent  period,  your  Secre- 
tary had  cherished  a  hope  that  he  might  be  spared,  for  at  least  a  single  year, 
the  painful  task  of  preparing  a  necrology  of  the  society.    In  a  portion  of  that 
duty,  inevitable  alas,  he  has  been  relieved  by  our  honored  President  who,  in 
sentences  far  too  brief,  so  aptly  alluded  to  the  decease  of  our  late  Treasurer, 
Would  that  it  had  also  devolved  upon  him  rather  than  upon  the  one  who  now 
addresses  you,  to  deplore,  in  suis  felicissimis  verbis,  the  loss  of  him— our  latest 
and  best — from  the  freshly-laid  sods  of  whose  grave  our  reluctant  feet  are  so 
lately  turned.    Of  a  modesty  never  overstepping  its  implied  rather  than  defined 
limits;  of  a  delicacy  having  in  itself  nothing  effeminate,  and  yet  transcending 
that,  of  woman  ;  reserved — perhaps  from  a  too  keen  sensitiveness  to  a  slight 
infirmity  of  which  his  intimate  friends  never  thought,  and  upon  which  those 
who  once  knew  him,  ever  so  imperfectly,  never  again  reflected  ;  generous,  tender, 
and  unselfish,  if  ever  that  man  lived  ;  a  horticulturist  from  sheer  love  of  the 
pursuit,  and  pursuing  it  only  the  more  resolutely  from  the  multiplicity  of  ob- 
stacles to  be  encountered,  whether  of  insects  neglected  by  men,  or  of  birds,  ra- 
pacious of  devastation,  or  of  legislatures  which,  protective  of  one  become, 
curiously  enough,  a  multiplier  of  the  other,  thereby  working  and  insuring  a  two 
fold  and  inexorable  woe  ;  a  constant  and  regular  contributor  to  our  exhibitions, 
through  storm  and  sunshine,  in  summer  and  winter  ;  a  faithful  and  punctual 
trustee  ;  a  devoted  associate — of  him  what  shall  not  be  said  in  eulogy?  Of 
those  rarer  qualities,  somewhat  veiled  from  general  appreciation  by  the  reserve 
already  noticed,  those  who  were  honored  by  his  personal  friendship  cannot  trust 
themselves  to  speak.    Yet  it  is  not,  perhaps,  assuming  too  much,  as  illustrating 
the  nobleness  of  his  nature,  to  aver  that  his  devotion  to  our  interests  was  often 
manifested,  to  his  great  personal  discomfort  and  inconvenience,  because  of  a 
pure  sympathy  with  the  efforts  which  he  was  generous  enough  to  believe  were 
making  to  foster  the  aims  and  promote  the  usefulness  of  the  society.  Nothing 
contemptible  or  mean  could  exist  in  his  presence  without  instant  detection  and 
exposure.    The  scorn  with  which  his  upright  and  downright  honesty  regarded 
aught  that  savored  of  petty  trickery,  it  mattered  not  how  slightly,  at  any  of  our 
exhibitions,  must  be  vividly  recalled  by  many  of  your  number.    To  the  last  the 
earnestness  of  his  zeal  for  the  Society  remained  ardent  and  unabated.  After 
the  death  of  your  late  Treasurer,  whom  he  so  swiftly  followed,   he  found 
strength  to  come  to  this  room  that  he  might  evince  his  concern  for  the 
selection  of  a  proper  successor.    Little  did  the  writer  dream,  as  he  strained  his 
attention  to  catch  each  painfully-drawn  accent  of  those  low,  tones,  that  the 
voice  which  then  uttered  them  would  so  soon  be  hushed  forever.    That  with  his 
last  retreating  footsteps  departed  from  our  hall,  never  more  to  mingle  among 
us,  one  of  whom  it  can  with  verity  be  said— 

"  None  knew  him  but  to  love  him, 
None  named  him  but  to  praise/' 
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There  remain,  gentlemen,  some  to  whom  that  cordial  salutation  ;  that  presence, 
manly  in  its  reserve,  exacting  respect  even  where  it  was  not  commanded  ;  that 
genial  and  unaffected  companionship,  will  be  a  lifelong  memory.  These  who 
never  received  an  unkind  look  5  who  can  recall  no  harsh  expressions — as,  indeed, 
who  could  !  Profoundly  grateful  that  their  lines  were  cast  in  such  pleasant 
places ;  that  their  existence  was  brightened,  howsoever  briefly,  by  his  acquain- 
tance ;  they  can  but  submit  with  resignation,  or  passively,  to  his  fate.  Time 
may  assuage  a  grief,  the  lamentations  whereof  it  cannot  utterly  silence. 

Gentlemen,  the  Grim  Reaper,  in' this  instance,  shore  sharply  and  swift.  Yet 
there  are  affections  which  are  perennial,  and  our  love,  if  not  our  faith,  assures 
us  that, 

M  The  sweet  remembrance  of  the  just 
Shall  flourish,  when  he  sleeps  in  dust." 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN, 

Secretary  and  Librarian. 

Horticultural  Hall, 
Worcester,  Mass.,  November  3,  A.  D.  1869. 
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ADDRESS 

OF 

HON.  FRANCIS  H.  DEWEY, 

PRESIDENT. 

Delivered  Thursday,  September  22d,  1870. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society : 

Of  the  present  exhibition  as  a  whole,  I  need  not  speak  ;  it  speaks  for  itself ; 
its  glorious  success  gladdens  our  hearts  and  proclaims  that  Mechanics  Hall  is 
not  too  large  for  the  annual  display  of  the  choice  and  superior  fruits,  the  rare 
and  beautiful  plants  and  flowers,  and  the  no  less  creditable  and  valuable  col- 
lection of  vegetables  which  the  horticulturists  of  Worcester  County  can 
always  contribute.  Nor  need  I  remind  you  of  the  intellectual  entertainment 
of  last  evening.  What  other  society  can  boast  of  having  enjoyed  the  same 
evening,  the  instructive  eloquence  of  our  ex-president  (Gov.  Bullock),  the 
inspiring  suggestions  and  experience  of  the  President  of  the  Massachusetts 
Horticultural  Society  (J.  F.  C.  Hyde,  Esq.),  and  the  rich  stores  of  agricul- 
tural learning,  and  well-told  stories  of  the  President  of  the  New  England 
Agricultural  Society  (Hon.  George  B.  Loring). 

Our  Society,  formed  in  the  year  1840.  this  week  holds,  strictly  speaking,  its 
thirtieth  annual  exhibition.  Only  in  one  year,  in  1861,  has  the  annual  exhi- 
bition been  omitted  ;  then,  as  the  record  reads,  "  in  consequence  of  the  light- 
ness of  the  crop  of  fruits  of  every  species." 

In  a  review  of  the  past  and  a  comparison  of  our  humble  beginning,  and  our 
present  prosperous  position,  we  find  good  cause  for  congratulation  upon  the 
success  which  has  attended  the  efforts  of  our  predecessors  and  ourselves.  In 
1840,  with  few  or  no  members  admitted  free,  the  receipts  at  the  close  were  only 
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$140  ;  in  1869,  with  several  hundred  members  admitted  free,  the  receipts  for 
admission  amounted  to  $500.  At  the  exhibition  at  the  hall  of  the  Society  in 
Waldo  Block,  in  1848,  all  the  duties  were  performed  by  two  committees  —  one 
on  flowers  and  decorations,  the  other  on  all  fruits  and  vegetables.  In  1851,  the 
first  year  that  the  Society  held  its  exhibition  in  Horticultural  Hall,  the  Society 
was  so  destitute  of  means,  that  no  premiums  were  offered,  the  only  reward  to 
contributors  being  an  honorable  mention  by  the  committees.  In  1852,  the 
premiums  on  apples  and  pears  severally  were  $18.  This  year  the  former  are 
$133  and  the  latter  $150.  This  year  the  premiums  on  grapes  are  $92.  Plums, 
peaches  and  quinces,  $57.  Plants  and  flowers,  $240,  and  on  vegetables.  $171. 
We  cannot  question  that  this  increase  in  the  pecuniary  inducements  offered 
and  the  liberality  of  the  Society  in  premiums  will  be  met  in  a  corresponding 
spirit  by  its  members.  In  many  other  respects  great  changes  have  taken  place, 
Formerly  the  number  of  contributors  were  few,  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
specimens  entered  came  from  the  grounds  of  a  few  individuals  largely  engaged 
iu  the  cultivation  and  sale  of  pear  trees  ;  but  the  great  changes  aud  growth  of 
our  city  has,  in  a  remarkable  manner,  affected  our  fruit-orchards  and  gardens. 
The  trees  whose  fruit  ten  years  ago  so  largely  contributed  to  fill  our  tables, 
have  fallen  beneath  the  improving  axe  or  have  been  transplanted  to  more  quiet 
quarters.  It  is  difficult  to  recognize  the  spot  on  which  the  one  hundred  and 
twenty  varieties  of  pears,  contributed  by  John  Milton  Earle  in  i860,  were 
raised,  on  his  then  lot  between  Main  and  High  streets,  which,  together  with 
the  lot  of  his  neighbor  George  T.  Rice,  who  yearly  exhibited  choice  fruit,  has 
now  been  appropriated  to  the  erection  of  a  large  cathedral  and  blocks  of  stores. 
We  find  now  Merrick  street  with  numerous  dwelling-houses  extending  over  the 
grounds  from  which  in  toe  same  year  D.  Waldo  Lincoln  contributed  one  hun- 
dred and  three  varieties  of  pears.  The  former  customer  of  the  Colton  nursery 
would  hardly  realize  that  the  ground  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Austin  streets, 
now  occupied  by  high  brick  blocks  of  stores,  and  boot  and  shoe  manufactories, 
was  the  place  where  for  so  many  years  Samuel  H.  Colton  raised  and  sold,  not 
the  customers,  but  all  varieties  of  fruit  trees.  These  three  gentlemen,  Earle, 
Lincoln  and  Colton,  were  for  many  years  our  largest  contributors.  But  the 
reduction  in  the  number  of  varieties  contributed  by  single  individuals  has  been 
more  than  compensated  for  by  the  increased  number  of  competitors.  As  a 
consequence,  there  is  a  greater  discrimination  as  to  varieties  and  great  im- 
provement in  the  quality  of  the  fruit  raised.  All  must  be  satisfied  that  it  is 
better  to  cultivate  a  small  number  of  varieties  of  choice  and  approved  fruit 
than  to  experiment  with  a  large  number  of  uncertain  kinds  of  fruit.  And  to 
aid  in  their  selection  in  pursuance  of  the  general  purposes  of  the  society,  the 
Trustees  have  recommenced  lists  of  those  which  have  proved  best  adapted  to 
our  soil  and  climate,  which  lists  are  by  them  revised  as  occasion  requires. 

It  is  not  one  of  the  privileges  of  the  President  to  inflict  upon  you  a  lengthy 
address  at  this  time,  but  it  has  been  customary  for  him  to  state  the  condition  of 
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the  Society  and  briefly  its  operations  during  the  past  year,  leaving  the  matter 
of  detail  for  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  and  Librarian. 

It  is  always  pleasant  to  speak  of  our  pecuniary  condition,  whenever  we  are 
strong  in  our  own  resources,  and  with  a  reasonable  certainty  as  to  the  future  ; 
this  is  your  position  to-day. 

Our  valuable  real  estate  on  Front  street  gives  us  an  annual  income  of  $3500, 
after  making  the  necessary  reservation  of  Horticultural  Hall  and  its  ante-rooms 
when  required  by  ourselves.  Our  whole  indebtedness  does  not  exceed  $1200, 
which  will  undoubtedly  be  paid  during  the  next  year,  without  affecting  our 
ability  to' expend  increased  premiums  and  make  any  other  desirable  improve- 
ments. 

The  question  of  the  sale  by  the  Society  of  its  real  estate  has  been  sometimes 
agitated,  with  a  view  either  to  erect  another  building  upon  some  other  location 
or  to  make  a  different  investment  of  the  funds  of  the  Society.  But  the  opinion 
of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  this  matter  was  that  the  best  interests  of 
the  Society  would  be  promoted  by  retaining  the  present  property,  and  it  seems 
to  me  very  clear  that  no  better  investment  could  be  made  of  the  funds  of  the 
Society  ;  that  our  own  hall  and  rooms  are  abundantly  sufficient  for  all  ordinary 
exhibitions  and  purposes,  that  the  only  occasion  that  we  have  for  a  larger  hall 
is  for  this  one  annual  autumnal  exhibition,-  for  which  we  can  amply  provide 
by  hiring  Mechanics  Hall,  a  course  I  deem  far  preferable  to  that  of  investing 
our  money  in  the  erecting  of  a  new  building,  embarrassing  our  future  opera- 
tions, and  depriving  us  of  the  large  income  that  we  can  now  appropriate  to  the 
encouragement  of  the  legitimate  objects  of  the  Society. 

The  weekly  exhibitions  were  commenced  as  early  as  the  year  1861.  I  know 
of  no  feature  of  the  Society  more  worthy  of  commendation.  Their  great  use- 
fulness is  beyond  question.  Attended,  as  they  are,  by  our  experienced  horti- 
culturists, they  afford  to  the  young  cultivator  of  fruits  and  flowers  an  oppor- 
tunity for  information  more  accessible  and  correct  than  can  be  gained  from 
books.  They  afford  the  only  opportunity  for  the  display  of  early  fruits  and 
flowers,  new  varieties  of  fruits  are  discussed  and  tested,  all  specimens  brought 
in  are  correctly  named,  and  the  conversational  discussions  in  which  all  are 
invited  to  participate,  tend  to  increase  the  interest  of  the  members  in  the  sub- 
ject of  horticulture.  These  exhibitions  have  been  continued  during  the  past 
year,  and  the  display  of  fruits  and  flowers,  and  the  attendance  of  members  and 
strangers  has  proved  their  appreciation  of  their  value.  For  the  success  of  the 
weekly  exhibitions  the  Society  is  greatly  indebted  to  the  faithful  services  of  the 
Secretary,  who  has  been  constantly  in  attendance,  keeping  a  full  record  of  all 
entries,  and  has  weekly  furnished  a  brief  statement  thereof  for  publication. 

The  value  of  the  large  and  constantly  increasing  library  of  the  Society,  is  not 
generally  ktuwn  or  appreciated  by  the  members.  Most  all  the  valuable 
English  and  American  books  on  Agriculture  and  Horticulture,  with  full  sets  of 
journals  and  magazines  on  the  same  subject,  are  to  be  found  on  the  shelves  in 
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the  ante-room  of  its  hall,  which  is  open  every  Thursday  afternoon,  for  the  de- 
livery of  books  to  members.  The  increasing  number  of  persons  availing  them- 
selves of  the  privilege  of  the  library  is  evidence  of  a  greater  appreciation  of  its 
value. 

I  have  before  contrasted  the  former  and  the  present  condition  of  the  Society. 
During  the  last  thirty  years  it  has  diffused  a  large  amount  of  valuable  informa- 
tion in  this  community  in  relation  to  the  cultivation  of  fruit,  enabling  the 
beginner  to  select  the  most  approved  varieties  without  the  loss  of  time  and 
expense  incident  to  ignorance  or  experimenting  ;  but  ours  is  one  of  the  cases 
where  the  work  is  never  completed.  There  is  always  room  for  improvements 
and  more  laborers,  and  our  successors  may,  thirty  years  hence,  be  enabled  to 
point  as  triumphantly  to  their  progress  as  we  have  done  to  our  own. 

The  funds  of  the  society  are  now  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  add  a  large 
amouut  to  our  present  liberal  premium  list,  if  by  this  pecuniary  inducement  it 
is  thought  that  we  can  advance  the  objects  of  the  society. 

The  attractions  of  all  the  departments  might  be  greatly  increased,  if  a  larger 
number  of  the  persons  who  have  fine  fruits  and  flowers  would  take  the  slight 
trouble  that  is  necessary  to  gather  a  few  specimens  and  send  them  to  the  ex- 
hibition ;  there  are  hundreds  of  gardens  gladdening  the  owners  with  the  profu- 
sion of  such  fruits,  who  do  not  seem  to  realize  that  to  the  influence  of  this 
society  on  some  former  owner,  if  not  on  themselves,  they  may  owe  their  present 
feast  of  good  things,  and  who  certainly  ignore  the  responsibility  all  are  under 
to  aid  in  any  good  cause.  Our  friends  throughout  this  County  should  remem- 
ber that  ours  is  not  an  association  confined  to  this  city  and  vicinity.  It  is  the 
County  Society,  — the  parent  of  all,  and  that  they  all  have  here  a  right,  a  duty 
and  a  welcome  ;  in  their  devotion  to  their  own  rural  societies  they  should  not 
forget  the  attachment  and  service  that  is  due  to  the  parent. 

As  to  the  details  of  the  present  exhibition,  if  I  should  speak,  it  would  be 
overreaching  on  the  province  of  the  various  committees  to  the  hearing  of  whose 
reports  this  evening  in  appropriated. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  simply  add,  believing  that  as  the  soil  produces  best 
under  a  rotation  of  crops,  so  the  growth  of  the  Society  will  be  promoted  by 
rotation  in  the  office  of  President,  that  at  the  end  of  the  present  term  I  shall 
retire  from  the  office  which  through  your  kindness  I  have  held  for  the  past 
four  years. 


REPORT  ON  APPLES. 


9 


REPORTS. 


REPORT  ON  APPLES. 

Elijah  B.  Stoddard,  Chairman;  S.  H.  Colton,  0.  B.  Hadwen,  J.  Frank 
Allen,  J.  S.  Ballard,  S.  A.  Knox,  J.  K.  L.  Pickford,  of  Worcester,  J.  A. 
Payerweather,  of  Westborough,  Cyrus  White  of  Millbury,  and  Isaac  B. 
Hartwell,  of  Oxford. 

The  Committee  on  Apples  submit  the  following  report  : 
For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  six  specimens  of  each  variety  in 


the  1st  class,  Stephen  S.  Foster  ,  $15  00 

For  the  second  best,  Sylvanus  Sears   12  00 

For  the  third  best,  O.  B.  Hadwen   9  00 

For  the  best  twenty  varieties,  of  twelve  specimens  each,  in  the  2d  class, 
Adams  Foster  and  E.  M.  Banning,  1st  prize  ;  but  to  receive  one- 
half  of  the  the  1st  and  2d,  each   11  00 

For  the  third  best,  Cyrus  White  of  Millbury   8  00 

For  the  best  twelve  varieties,  of  twelve  specimens  each,  in  the  3d  class, 

Alden  H.  Sears,    8  00 

For  the  second  best,  Henry  Marble,  of  Millbury   6  00 

For  the  third  best,  Newell  Wood   4  00 

For  the  best  six  varieties,  of  twelve  specimens  each,  in  the  4th  class, 

Joseph  Boyden   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  D.  S.  Goddard   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Chamberlain   3  00 

For  the  best  three  varieties,  in  the  5th  Class,  D.  B.  Comins   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  W.  Y.  Holman   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Gravenstein,  Joseph  Lovell   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Holdeu  Pippin,  S.  H.  Colton   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Porter,  Geo.  J.  McCracken   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Leicester  Sweet,  Sylvanus  Sears   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  James  R.  Pierce  ,  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Northern  Spy,  James  Draper   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Baldwin,  Eri  Saunders   2  00 
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For  the  best  twelve  Mother,  Sylvanus  Sears,   

Fot  the  best  twelve  Rhode  Island  Greening,  Joseph  Boyden  ,. 

For  the  best  twelve  Maiden's  Blush,  Alfred  Davis  

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  sort  (Detroit),  Mrs.  Wm.  Greenleaf. 


2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 


GRATUITIES. 


Class  1,  Isaac  Mills,  gratuity,  , 

Class  2,  Joel  Knapp,  gratuity,  

Class  3,  J.  K.  L.  Piekford,  gratuity,  

Class  3,  T.  P.  Curtis,  gratuity  

Class  4,  H.  Drury,  gratuity  

S.  H.  Colton,  specimen  of  Hawley,  gratuity  

S.  H.  Colton,  specimen  of  Leland's  Spice,  gratuity, 

Eli  Johnson,  specimen  of  Mother,  gratuity  

Eri  Saunders,  gratuity  

E.  H.  Slocomb,  of  Grafton,  gratuity.  


$3  00 
3  00 
3  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 


We  have  been  unanimous  in  the  award  of  premiums  and  congratulate  the 
society  upon  the  generous  contribution,  which  has  been  made  this  year  in  this 
kind  of  fruit.  There  were  55  contributors  and  631  plates  ;  an  excess  over  last 
year's  contributors  of  12,  and  in  the  number  of  plates,  of  347. 

The  unparalleled  dry  summer  has  proved  more  favorable  to  the  apple  crop 
than  could  have  been  anticipated.  The  selected  specimens  were  very  fair  in 
form,  beautiful  in  color  and  delicious  in  flavor.  Larger  apples  have  been  here- 
tofore exhibited,  but  probably  no  exhibition  has  been  more  satisfactory  to  visi- 
tors than  the  present  one.  Perhaps  the  ample  room  and  arrangement  of  the 
tables  have  afforded  visitors  a  better  opportunity  for  examination  and  the  com- 
mittee have  been  pleased  with  the  universal  satisfaction,  which  has  been  ex- 
pressed at  this  display  of  fruit. 

The  "wheel  of  time"  has  turned  again  in  apple  bearing,  and  cultivators  have 
reason  to  hope,  that  for  some  future  years  this  fruit  may  be  produced  in  equal 
abundance.  Neither  the  poor  or  rich  will  have  reason  to  complain  of  scarcity 
or  price.  The  Apple  trees  seem  to  have  had  a  "strike"  but  only  to  produce 
more  instead  of  less.  Cultivators  may  complain  of  the  market  price  of  15  to 
50  cents  per  bushel,  and  it  is  pretty  evident  that  "apple  sauce"  will  receive 
such  a  shaking,  as  will  diminish  materially  the  receipts  of  our  Shaker  friends 
for  this  year. 

We  advise  all  producers  to  turn  their  attention  to  raising  only  trees  which 
shall  bear  the  fairest  and  choicest  varieties  for  the  table.  Such  apples  will 
always  find  a  ready  sale  and  be  more  profitable  than  those  which  produce 
"a  little  more  cider  too." 


E.  B.  STODDARD,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  ON  GRAPES,  PEACHES,  &c. 

Edwin  Conant,  Chairman  ;  George  Jaques,  S.  V.  Stone,  T.  M.  Lamb, 
Horatio  Phelps,  ot  Worcester,  Paul  Whitin,  George  Cruickshanks, 
of  Whitinsville,  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton,  and  Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West 
Boylston. 

The  Committee  on  Grapes,  Peaches,  &c.,  respectfully  report : 
That  we  have  ^received  no  translation  of  the  "  &c,"  but  suppose  it  means 
unlimited  jurisdiction,  unless  where  expressly  limited  and  sometimes  where 
it  is.  Filled  to  air-balloon  dimensions  with  the  importance  of  our  position,  we 
neither  mean  to  yield  anything  that  belongs  to  us  nor  fail  to  claim  many  things 
that  do  not.  Whether  we  make,  or  follow  the  example  of  politicians,  we  mean 
to  assert  our  claims,  right  or  wrong,  especially  wrong  ;  to  have  our  own  way 
in  questions  of  conflicting  jurisdiction,  notably  on  subjects  we  have  no  busi- 
ness with. 

Our  friend,  Mr.  George  Thrall,  of  the  Bay  State  Hotel,  who  is  always  very 
entertaining  at  home,  offered  a  curious  vegetable  product,  for  the  declared 
purpose  of  learning  its  name.  We  pronounce  it  a  fungus,  and  wish  that  many 
and  larger  fungi,  sapping  the  vitality  of  the  Republic,  were  transmuted  into 
like  humble  form  and  dimensions,  and  of  as  respectable  a  character. 

Dr.  S.  G.  Priest  offered  very  curious  specimens  of  nature's  freaks  or  neces- 
sities in  the  form  of  many  fruits  and  other  objects,  stated  to  be  of  the  roots 
of  low  hemlock  taken  from  crevices  of  rocky  acclivities  of  Mount  Wash- 
ington. 

Strawberry  tomatoes,  and  their  preserved  fruit,  were  produced  by  Mrs.  Ann 
M.  Newell,  of  Worcester,  and  preserved  or  canned  pears,  peaches,  strawberries 
and  cherries,  by  Mrs.  R.  C.  Dunlap,  of  Millbury. 

Miss  N.  T.  Durell,  of  Worcester,  exhibited  a  case  of  very  beautiful  wax 
fruit  and  flowers,  with  imitations  of  jelly  and  other  articles. 

Henry  Munger,  of  Holden,  produced  pea-nuts,  with  the  growing  plant,  and 
this  growth,  interesting  in  itself,  is  doubly  so  from  its  association  with  the 
names  of  some  ruling  legislators,  and  their  chief  employment. 

Approaching  the  great  family  of  Grapes,  we  doff  our  hats,  in  deference  to  its 
undoubted  primeval  repute,  its  limitless  variety,  its  excellence  told  and  sung  in 
all  ages.  The  fruit  culturists  in  the  first  garden  must  have  had  it,  for  no 
theologian  presumes  that  Adam  and  Eve  could  have  lived  without  it,  though 
another  article  might  have  been  available  in  the  line  of  mantua-making. 

Those  who  assert  that  the  earliest  wine  was  un fermented,  ought  to  fix  their 
date,  for  if  we  ascend  no  farther  than  Noah,  the  original  package  inspected  by 
him  in  excess,  had  a  mischievous  power  ;  and  the  gods  of  the  later  mythologies 
of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  sometimes  tiring  of  their  immortal  nectar,  used 
expressed  grape  juice  with  an  effect  so  prejudicial  to  their  moral  conduct,  as  to 
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disqualify  them  for  voting  for,  though,  they  might  be  candidates  on,  a  prohibi- 
tory ticket. 

It  certainly  is  true  that  the  ideal  of  Gouzalo's  Commonwealth  in  Shakespeare's 
"Tempest,"  has  not  yet  been  realized  ;  for  he  would  execute  all  things  by 
contraries  ;  admit  no  kind  of  traffic,  no  name  of  magistrate,  letters  should  not 
be  known ;  riches,  poverty,  and  use  of  service  none ;  contract,  inheritance, 
boundaries  of  land,  cultivation,  vineyards,  none  ;  no  use  of  metal,  corn,  or 
wine,  or  oil;  no  occupation;  all  men  idle  —  all;  and  women  too;  no  sover- 
eignty, and  yet  he  would  be  king  on't. 

The  latter  end  of  his  Commonwealth  forgot  its  beginning,  as  often  happens 
to  the  "  schemes  of  mice  and  men." 

Grapes  are  sour  to  those  who  cannot  get  them.  This  Committee  has  not 
been  troubled  much  in  that  way.  We  think  that  by  the  fable  of  the  fox  and 
grapes,  it  was  intended  to  allegorise  the  feelings  of  disappointed  aspirants  to 
offices  for  which  they  were  not  fit. 

The  grape  most  affected  by  Captain  Bragg,  which,  fairly  administered,  would 
cure  the  case  of  disloyal  demagogues,  was  of  a  different  character,  hard,  if  not 
sour,  apt  pitifully  to  waste  the  claret  of  an  armed  enemy,  and  to  cause  jovial 
triumph  on  the  other  side,  when  its  sale  and  use  was  not  limited  to  any  canis- 
ters of  original  importation. 

Of  grapes  the  Committee  found  twenty-six  contributors  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy  five  parcels  of  fruit ;  and  are  happy  to  say  that  they  found  a  manifest 
improvement  upon  the  exhibition  of  last  year,  especially  in  the  increased  num- 
ber and  merit  of  out-door  varieties,  and  the  comparative  absence  of  worthless 
and  unimproved  natives.    They  award  : 

For  the  best  collection,  grown  under  glass,  fourteen  varieties,  Philip  L. 

Moen   $12  00 

For  the  second  best,  eleven  varieties,  Stephen  Salisbury   10  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  Bback  Hamburg,  Philip  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton   1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  other  black  grape,  Philip  L.  Moen 

(Wilmot's  Hamburg)   2  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  White  Muscat  (Muscat  of  Alexandria) 

Philip  L.  Moen    2  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  other  variety  of  white  (White  Syrian) 

Philip  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  second  best  (White  Frontignan)  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton   1  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  out-door  grapes,  not  less  than  six  varieties, 

thirty  varieties,  Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston   8  00 

For  the  second  best,  fourteen  varieties,  Frank  J.  Kinney   5  00 

For  the  third  best,  D.  S.  Goddard    3  00 

For  the  best  specimens  of  four  bunches  of  Delaware,  Frank  J.  Kinney     3  00 


1870.]  REPORT  ON  GRAPES  AND  OTHER  FRUITS.  13 

For  the  best  specimens  of  four  bunches  of  Isabella,  Frank  J.  Kinney,  $3  00 
For  the  best  specimens  of  four  bunches  of  Concord,  Horatio  Phelps,  3  00 
For  the  best  specimens  of  four  bunches  of  Diana,  Horatio  Phelps,  3  00 
For  the  best  specimens  of  four  bunches  of  Iona,  Horatio  Phelps,  3  00 
For  the  best  specimens  of  four  bunches  of  Rogers,  No.  3,  (Massasoit) 

Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston   3  00 

For  the  best  specimens  of  four  bunches  of  Rogers,  No.  4,  (Wilder) 

John  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville   3  00 

For  the  best  specimens  of  four  bunches  of  Rogers  No.  9,  (Lindley) 

Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston   3  00 

For  the  best  specimens  of  four  bunches  of  Rogers  No.  15  (Agawam) 

Frank  J.  Kinney   3  00 

For  the  best  specimens  of  four  bunches  of  Rogers  No.  19  (Merrimac) 

Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston   3  00 

For  the  best  specimens  of  four  bunches  of  Rogers  No.  43  (Barry) 

Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston   3  00 


Mr.  Phillip  L.  Moen,  of  Worcester,  exhibited  some  half  dozen  of  beautiful 
and  vigorous  grape  vines,  growing  in  pots,  and  in  fruit,  thus  furnishing  a  new 
and  delightful  feature  of  our  exhibition. 

Other  contributors  of  Grapes,  in  differing  numbers  of  varieties,  are,  Geo.  H. 
Estabrook,  Edward  Earle,  S.  H.  Colton,  F.  H.  Dewey,  James  S.  Robinson, 
Joseph  E.  Phelps,  E.  L.  Brigham,  D.  C.  Tourtellotte,  Win.  Y.  Holman,  Wm. 
P.  Kinney,  Perry  Thayer,  Mrs.  O.  K.  Earle,  George  Montgomery,  Charles 
Nash,  John  B.  Pratt,  S.  P.  Hicks,  John  P.  Kettell,  all  of  Worcester,  Devens 
Newton,  of  Millbury,  and  James  Houghton,  of  Oakdale. 

For  the  perfect  specimen  of  Tsraella  grape,  offered  by  James  Houghton,  of 
Oakdale,  the  Committee  would  gladly  have  offered  a  premium,  had  any  been 
offered  by  the  society. 

A  beautiful  new  variety  of  White  Grape,  called  Fedora,  reputed  haidy  and 


valuabl  y  from  J.  P.  Langworthy,  was  exhibited  by  our  friend  Mr.  James 
Cruickshanks,  of  Chelsea. 

PLUMS. 

Very  few  Plums  were  offered.    We  award, 

For  the  best  single  plate  Green  Gage,  Anthony  Chase   $1  00 

For  the  second  best,  nameless  plum,  S.  S.  Foster  ,    1  00 

PEACHES. 

We  found  nine  plates  of  Peaches,  and  award 
For  the  best  one  variety  of  12  specimens  (Golden  Yancey),  William 

Matheson,  of  Whitinsville   $3  00 

For  the  second  best  (Early  Crawford),  S.  S.  Foster  '..      2  00 

For  the  third  best  (Early  Crawford),  Christopher  Gunderson    1  00 

3 
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A  new  seedling,  called  the  Hunter  Peach,  of  superior  merit,  was  exhibited 
by  Mr.  James  Cruickshanks,  of  Chelsea. 

The  other  exhibitors  were  John  G.  Hey  wood,  Mrs.  0.  K.  Earle,  Mrs.  Simeon 
Clapp,  and  Mrs.  James  S.  Robinson,  all  of  Worcester. 

0.  B.  Hadwen,  exhibited  nectarines. 

QUINCES. 

Three  plates  of  Quinces  were  offered.    We  award  : 
For  the  best  twelve  Orange  Quinces,  Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury    $3  00 

And  recommend  payment  of  a  gratuity  of  one  dollar  to  William  Howe,  of 
Millbury,  and  the  same  amount  to  Adams  Foster,  for  their  single  plates  of  the 
Orange  variety. 

Mr.  F.  I.  Kinney  exhibited  a  seedling  red  raspberry  in  fruit,  and  a  seedling 
strawberry. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWIN  CONANT,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  PLANTS,  FLOWERS,  &c. 

George  E.  Francis,  Chairman;  John  Milton  Earle,  Clarendon  Har- 
ris, Charles  Richardson,  D.  S.  Messinger,  Henry  Woodward,  C.  Willard 
Hamilton,  and  Henry  A.  Marsh,  Worcester. 

The  Committee  congratulate  the  Society  that  the  contributors  of  Plants  and 
Flowers,  having  triumphed  in  the  contest  with  the  drought,  have  filled  every 
available  stand  and  table  and  nook  and  corner  of  this  great  hall.  If  there  is  a 
little  falling  off  in  the  quality  of  the  cut  flowers,  the  loss  is  more  than  made 
up  by  the  increased  number,  variety,  size  and  beauty  of  the  Plants,  and  by  a 
large  and  very  fine  contribution  of  flowers,  plants  and  bouquets  from  the  Olm 
Brothers,  of  Springfield.  Our  Society  will  always  welcome  such  choice  pro- 
ductions. 

In  awarding  the  premiums  for  collections  of  exotic  plants,  the  committee 
found  the  same  difficulty  that  has  been  in  the  way  of  their  predecessors,  namely, 
that  the  different  sets  of  plants  had  very  unequal  advantages  of  position  ;  the 
most  desirable  space  in  the  body  of  the  hall  having  been  given  to  the  largest 
contribution,  while  other  plants,  well  worth  the  seeing  bad  to  be  crowded  iuto 
the  background. 

In  the  belief  that  one  chief  object  of  this  Society  is  to  offer  the  fairest  possi. 
ble  field  for  competition,  the  committee  recommend  that  in  future  the  rule 
which  governs  in  all  other  departments,  be  applied  also  to  plants  :  that  all  en- 
tries in  the  same  class,  which  comply  with  the  regulations  of  the  Society,  shall 
be  placed,  as  far  as  possible,  side  by  side,  with  equal  advantages  of  position,  sq 
that  the  public  can  examine  and  compare,  as  well  as  the  judges. 
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The  committee  respectfully  recommend  the  following  Premiums  and  Gratui- 
ties : 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  \ariegated-leaved  Plants,  W.  T.  Mer- 

rifield   $20  00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  Salisbury    10  00 

For  the  third  best,  P.  L.  Moen   5  00 

For  the  best  twenty  specimens  of  Greenhouse  Plants,  W.  T.  Merrifield  15  00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  Salisbury   10  00 

For  the  third  best,  P.  L.  Moen   6  00 

For  the  best  specimen  plant,  not  having  previously  received  a  premium, 

J.  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  Salisbury   3  00 

For  the  best  floral  design,  L.  H.  Bigelow   6  00 

For  the  second  best.  Mrs.  C.  L.  Hartshorn   4  00 

For  the  best  collection  ornamental  and  bedding  plants,  Mrs.  D.  Tainter  5  00 

For  the  second  best  (not  awarded),   

For  the  best  collection  rare  and  new  plants,  S.  Salisbury   8  00 

For  the  second  best  (not  awarded),  ,   

For  the  best  collection  Zonale  Geraniums  (not  awarded),  

For  the  second  best,  S.  Salisbury   3  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  parlor  plants,  by  amateurs,  Mrs.  Wm.  Y. 

Holman   5  Ou 

For  the  second  best,  Miss  Susan  E.  Chamberlain   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  G.  E.  Francis   2  00 

For  the  best  single  plant,  E.  B.  Hamilton    1  00 

For  the  best  collection  cut  flowers,  Mrs.  D.  Tainter    6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Miss  Annie  Fox   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  S.  Salisbury   2  00 

For  the  best  stand  (not  awarded),  ,  

For  the  second  best,  P.  L.  Moen    2  00 

For  the  third  best  (not  awarded)   

For  the  best  arranged  basket  or  dish,  L.  H.  Bigelow....   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  D.  Tainter   2  00 

For  the  best  hanging  basket,  grown  by  amateurs,  G.  E.  Francis   3  00 

For  the  second  best  (not  awarded)  

For  the  best  hanging  basket,  plants  to  have  been  growing  therein  at 

least  one  month,  S.  Salisbury    3  00 

For  the  second  best,  W.  T.  Merrifield    2  00 

For  the  best  pair  parlor  bouquets,  S.  Salisbury   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster    2  00 

For  the  third  best,  Miss  L.  G.  Allen    1  00 

For  the  best  pair  hand  bouquets,  L.  H.  Bigelow   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Miss  Maria  Fox    1  00 
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For  the  best  collection  Gladiolus,  named  or  unnamed  varieties,  from 


any  source,  J.  M.  Earle   So  00 

For  the  best  twelve  named  varieties,  1st  class,  J.  M.  Earle   5  00 

For  the  best  specimen  spike,  J.  M.  Earle    1  00 

For  the  best  display  of  Asters,  Mrs.  George  H.  Estabrook    4  00 

For  the  second  best,  P.  L.  Moen    2  00 

For  the  third  best,  S.  Salisbury   1  00 

For  the  best  display  of  Verbenas,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Hamilton   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  D.  Tainter    2  00 

For  the  best  display  of  Pansies,  J.  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  L.  H.  Bigelow    2  00 

For  the  second  best  collection  double  Zinnias,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  collection  Immortelles,  P.  L.  Moen    3  00 

For  the  second  best,  L.  H.  Bigelow   2  00 

For  the  best  display  of  Ferus  and  Lycopods,  E.  B.  Hamilton   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  W.  T.  Merrifield   2  00 

GRATUITIES. 

Olm  Brothers,  of  Springfield,  for  their  general  display   SI 5  00 

S.  Salisbury,  for  his  specimens  of  Zinnias    1  00 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Ward,  of  Shrewsbury,  for  floral  design   2  00 

J.  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville,  for  his  collection  of  variegated  plants,  2  00 

P.  L.  Moen,  for  his  pyramids  of  Lycopods,  etc   1  00 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Hamilton,  for  her  variegated  Hollies   1  00 

Mrs.  D.  Tainter,  for  her  dish  of  flowers    1  00 

Mrs.  D.  Tainter,  for  her  plants  for  Wardian  cases  and  hanging  baskets,  1  00 

Mrs.  E.  Jennison,  of  Auburn,  for  her  specimens  of  Asters   1  00 

S.  Salisbury,  for  his  collection  of  Ferns   1  00 


G.  E.  FRANCIS,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  PEARS. 

James  Green,  Jr.,  Chairman;  J.  Henry  Hill,  Henry  Phelps,  Edward 
Earle,  John  C.  Newton,  S.  S.  Foster,  James  Dliaper,  Francis  B.  Rice, 
S.  Harrison  Knox,  of  Worcester ;  Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury ;  and  John 
F.  Johnson,  of  Northborough. 

The  Committee  on  Pears  submit  the  following  report  : 

The  exhibition  of  Pears  this  year  is  excellent ;  and  if  a  fair  allowance  is 
made  for  the  great  dryness  of  the  whole  season,  which  has  checked  the  growth 
of  fruit  and  ripened  it  too  early,  the  Committee  would  report  the  exhibition 
unusually  fine.    Judging  absolutely,  however,  and  making  no  allowances,  they 
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have  to  say  that  the  size  of  the  Pears  is  perhaps  not  quite  equal  to  that  in 
exceptionally  more  favored  years.  The  entries  are  numerous  as  usual,  and  in 
many  cases  the  premiums  were  not  awarded  without  some  doubt,  after  weigh- 
ing and  comparing  in  the  most  pains-taking  way.  But  each  award  was 
finally  agreed  to,  by  a  large  majority  of  the  committee,  and  the  report  as  a 


whole  is  unanimously  submitted. 

The  following  preminms  are  awarded  : 
For  the  best  twenty  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  1st  class,  V. 

P.  Townsend  $16  00 

For  the  second  best,  Alexander  H.  Bullock   12  00 

For  the  third  best,  Joseph  Lovell    10  00 

For  the  best  fifteen  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  2d  class,  Ste- 
phen S.  Foster   12  00 

For  the  second  best,  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton   9  00 

For  the  third  best,  James  Draper   6  00 

For  the  the  best  ten  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  3d  class,  Alfred 

Davis   8  00 

For  the  second  best,  James  F.  Allen   6  00 

For  the  third  best,  Stephen  Salisbury  ,   4  00 

For  the  best  five  varieties  ot  twelve  specimens  each,  4th  class,  Mrs.  Geo. 

A  Chamberlin    G  00 

For  the  second  best,  William  Howe  of  Millbury   3  00 

For  the  best  three  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  5th  class,  Mrs.  F. 

H.  Kinnicutt   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Henry  Chapin  ,   2  00 

For  the  best  twenty-four  Seckel  Pears,  on  one  dish,  Clarendon  Harris...  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Bartlett,  John  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Willard  Ward   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Henry  Woodward   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Lawrence,  Samuel  H.  Colton   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Sheldon,  Theodore  H.  Bartlett   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Bosc,  Edward  W.  Lincoln   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Flemis  i  Beauty,  William  E.  Desper   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  d'Anjou,  John  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville....  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Winter  Nelis,  James  Draper   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Hardy,  Julius  E.  Tucker   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Clairgeau,  F.  M.  Marble  of  Grafton   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Howell,  James  Draper   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Urbaniste,  Joseph  Boyden     2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Doyenne  Boussock,  John  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Superfin,  Samuel  H.  Colton   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Paradise  d'Automne,  J.  Henry  Hill   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Durandeau,  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton    2  00 
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For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Langelier,  Geo.  Jaques   $2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Belle  Lucrative,  Edward  W.  Lincoln   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety  (Dix)  George  E.  Francis   1  00 

GRATUITIES. 

D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  for  his  specimens  entered  in  the  1st  class  $5  00 

Samuel  H.  Colton,  for  his  forty  specimens  entered  in  the  1st  class   5  00 

Mrs.  David  Fitts.  of  Oxford,  for  nine  monstrous  Duchesse  pears,  (too 

few  to  compete  for  any  premium)   1  00 


D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  for  his  Washington  pear, — there  being  no  premium  offered 
and  no  money  left  in  the  committee's  control,  the  committee  paid  him  the  high- 
est compliment  in  their  power,  by  eating  his  specimens. 

For  the  Committee, 

JAMES  GREEN,  Jr.,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 

Henry  L.  Parker,  Chairman;  George  A.  Adams,  Thomas  R.  Norcross, 
J.  D.  Lovell,  C.  K.  Hubbard,  Rufus  Carter,  Daniel  Bemis,  and  George 
G.  Burbank,  of  Worcester. 

In  this  department  the  entries,  though  less  in  number  than  at  the  last  annual 
exhibition,  are  greatly  above  the  average  of  preceding  years  ;  and,  taking  into 
consideration  the  extreme  dryness  of  the  season,  the  display  is  highly  credit- 
able. 

The  display  of  tomatoes,  by  Sylvanus  Sears  and  P.  L.  Moen,  are  especially 


worthy  of  notice. 

The  committee  make  the  following  awards  and  premiums  : 

For  the  best  display,  Sylvanus  Sears  $15  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   12  00 

For  the  third  best,  P.  L.  Moen    8  00 

For  the  best  three  Canada  Crook-Neck  squashes,  Charles  Nash   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Marrow  squashes,  Alden  H.  Sears   2  00 

For  the  best  three  large  Crook-Neck  squashes,  Simon  E.  Fisher   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Hubbard  squashes,  Horace  Thayer     2  00 

For  the  best  three  Mammoth,  do.,  Franklin  Baldwin   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Turban,  do.,  Simon  E.  Fisher   2  00 

For  the  best  six  roots  of  Celery,  John  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville    3  00 

For  the  best  three  Drumhead  Savoy  cabbages,  Joel  Hapgood,  of  Shrews- 
bury  3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  John  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Drumhead  cabbages,  A.  H.  Drury   3  00 
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For  the  best  three  Early  Sweinfurth  cabbages,  F.  J.  Kinney   $3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  F.  J.  Kinney   2  00 

For  the  best  three  large  flat  Brunswick  cabbages,  Simon  E.  Fisher   3  00 

For  the  best  three  Red  cabbages,  A.  H.  Drury   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Cauliflowers,  F.  J.  Kinney   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  John  G.  Heywood   1  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  five  varieties  Of  Sweet  Corn,  Syl- 

vanus  Sears   5  00 

For  the  best  tweive  ears  Sweet  Corn,  Joab  Hapgood   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Guernsey  or  long  Parsneps,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  early  short  or  half  long  scarlet  Carrots,  P.  L.  Moen,  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  long  Orange  Carrots,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Long  Blood  Beets,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Turnip'  Beets,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Ruta  Baga  or  Swedish  Turnips,  Simon  E.  Fisher...  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Early  Bassano,  A.  H.  Drury  ...  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Flat  or  English  Turnips,  Simon  E.  Fisher   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  White  Silver  Skin  Onions,  William  Y.  Hoi  man   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Mangold  Wurtzel,  John  C.  Whitin   2  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  Potatoes,  of  not  less  than  a  half  peck  of  each 

variety,  F.  J.  Kinney   10  00 

For  the  second  best,  James  Draper   1  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  Tomatoes,  of  not  less  than  six  varieties,  and 

not  less  than  twelve  of  each  variety,  Sylvanus  Sears   5  00 

For  the  best  dish  of  twelve  of  Gen.  Grant  variety,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  dish  of  twelve  specimens  other  than  the  above,  P.  L  Moen, 

(Wilcott)   2  00 

For  two  best  specimens  of  Watermelons,  A.  H.  Drury   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  F.  J.  Kinney   1  00 

Of  the  other  premiums  offered  for  competition  the  Committee  make  no 
award. 

GRATUITIES. 

Newell  Wedge,  for  melons   $2  00 

Herbert  R.  Kinney   1  00 

Louis  F.  Kinney     1  00 


H.  L.  PARKER,  Chairman. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OP 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN, 


Secretary  and  Librarian  of  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society : 

In  submitting  his  final  report,  at  the  close  of  his  tenth  ( 10th)  consecutive 
year  of  official  service,  your  Secretary  may  be  pardoned  for  indulging  in  a 
brief  retrospect  and  comparison.  It  the  commencement  of  the  past  decade,  the 
entire  number  of  names,  borne  upon  detached  and  imperfect  memoranda,  was 
six  hundred  and  eighty-two  (682).  Of  this  aggregate,  two  hundred  and  four- 
teen (214)  were,  long  since,  gathered  to  their  fathers.  During  his  individual 
tenure  of  office,  your  Secretary  has  issued  certificates  of  membership  to  four 
hundred  and  fifteen  (415)  applicants,  of  whom  seven  (7)  are  known  to  have 
deceased  subsequently.  The  total  number  of  names  now  registered  upon  the 
revised  and  manuscript  roll,  including  alike  the  living  and  dead,  amounts  to  one 
thousand  and  ninety-seven  (1,097).  So  that,  after  making  the  proper  deduction 
for  cases  of  mortality,  it  would  appear  that  there  are  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  (872)  accredited  and  living  members  of  the  Society.  This  aggregate  is, 
however,  doubtless  excessive,  since  the  only  means  of  ascertaining  the  death 
of  a  member  has  been,  as  it  is  still,  from  the  obituary  columns  of  the  public 
press,  or  from  common  notoriety. 

The  magnitude  of  the  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition,  and  the  contribution 
thereto  of  articles  by  the  members,  have  advanced  in  equal  progression.  In 
1862,  (there  having  been  no  exhibition  in  1861,)  the  whole  number  of  articles 
upon  the  tables  was  twenty-one  hundred  and  seventy-two  (2172).  In  1869  and 
1870,  the  aggregate  was,  as  follows : 


Apples  

Grapes,  &c,  &e  

Pears  

Plants,  Flowers,  &c. 
Vegetables  


18G9. 

1870. 

Contri- 

Contri- 

butors. 

Articles. 

butors. 

Articles. 

43 

284 

55 

632 

38 

410 

46 

392 

41 

1054 

77 

1346 

26 

902 

32 

1235 

25 

1734 

33 

836 

173 

4384 

242 

4441 
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The  number  of  volumes  constituting  the  Library  of  the  Society,  at  the  date  of 
its  removal  to  Horticultural  hall,  in  February,  A.  J).  1862,  was  four  hundred 
and  forty-one  (441).  The  number  upon  our  extended  shelves,  on  the  31st  of 
October  ult.,  was  one  thousand  and  sixty-two  (1,062).  This  was  exclusive  of 
pamphlets  and  unbound  serials  in  both  cases  ;  and,  in  the  latter,  of  volumes 
circulating  among  the  members.  And  it  is  believed  that  the  relative  value  of 
the  collection  has  suffered  no  deterioration,  with  its  increased  size. 

Such  then  was — such  now  is  our  condition.  What  it  shall  be.  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  next  ten  (10)  years,  must  depend  largely  upon  the  wisdom  and 
energy  of  our  successors.  Much  can  be  accomplished  by  unselfish  devotion  ; 
and  of  that,  the  Society  has  never  yet  felt  any  lack.  More  still  may  be 
achieved  by  a  liberal  appropriation  of  the  means  accumulated  during  past 
years  of  corporate  thrift  and  private  munificence.  And  all  that  has  been  gained 
hitherto,  may  be  worse  than  lost,  under  the  influence  of  a  mean  and  penurious 
policy. 

For  several  years  past,  upou  more  occasions  than  he  recalls  with  pleasure 
has  your  Secretary  animadverted  upon  the  inadequacy  of  the  Hall  of  the  Society 
for  the  purposes  of  its  erection  ;  upon  the  unsuitableness  of  its  location,  owing 
to  the  tendency  of  heavy  wholesale  traffic  to  engross  and  incumber  Front  Street 
and  to  its  inevitable,  prospective  ineligibility  as  an  investment,  from  its  want  of 
conformity  to  modern  requirements  and  taste.  And,  in  justice  to  himself,  he 
takes  this  opportunity  to  state,  (what  some  seem  determined  to  misapprehend,) 
that  the  general  drift  of  his  objections  was  rather  to  the  Hall,  in  its 
restricted  and  technical  sense,  than  to  the  entire  edifice  .vhich  bears 
that  appellation.  He  is  not  about  to  consume  your  time,  or  weary  your 
patience,  by  a  repetition  of  arguments  which  are  as  convincing  to  himself  as 
they  are  unpalatable  to  you.  Having  accomplished  so  much  by  persistent 
agitation, — the  creation  of  a  Committee  with  power  and  the  will  to  sit  ! — he 
reposes  on  his  laurels  and  assigns  to  others  any  individual  concern  in  the 
incubation.  It  is  due  to  frankness,  however,  to  confess  that  the  opinions  of 
the  Secretary  have  been  confirmed  by  reflection  and  the  lapse  of  time.  Other- 
wise, he  must  impugn  the  discretion  of  those  who  built  the  existing  edifice,  the 
want  of  which,  at  the  time  of  its  construction,  was  no  more  urgent  than  is  our 
present  necessity.  Or  else  he  must  concede  the  soundness  of  a  policy  which 
has  no  other  nor  higher  aspiration  than  that  of  becoming  tenant  upon  suffer- 
ance or  at  will  of  the  Mechanics  Association,  without  a  lease  in  perpetuity,  and 
with  no  plausible  assurance  that  one  can  be  had  upon  any  terms  whatever. 
Unless  an  arrangement  can  be  effected,  (assuming  it  to  be  the  purpose  of  this 
society  to  occupy  Mechanics  Hall,  in  the  future,  for  its  Annual  Autumnal  Exhi- 
bition,) whereby  a  satisfactory  lease  for  a  term  of  years  can  be  obtained,  their 
responsibility  is  not  to  be  envied  who,  proposing  nothing  of  their  own  motion, 
are  content  to  place  obstacles  in  the  path  of  those  who  march  in  harmony  with 
the  age  in  which  they  live. 
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The  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition  is  of  such  recent  date  ;  its  magnitude  must 
be  so  vividly  impressed  upon  your  minds  ;  that  there  can  be  but  slight  need  for 
enlarging  upon  the  subject  here.  The  superb  hall  happily  set  forth  as,  in  its 
turn,  it  was  exquisitely  relieved  by  the  luxuriant  profusion  and  brilliant  color- 
ing of  flower  and  fruit.  There  was,  even  there,  however,  no  superfluity  of 
space.  The  utmost  that  can  be  said  is,  that  an  exhibition,  unusually  extensive, 
was  so  arranged  as  to  afford  ample  verge  for  the  easy  circulation  of  visitors. 
Had  the  various  lots  of  apples  and  pears  been  properly  disposed,  and  less 
crowded  or  even  jumbled  together  as  they  unfortunately  were,  the  need  of 
additional  tables  would  have  required  a  relinquishment  of  yet  more  of  the 
unoccupied  floor.  In  this  connection,  and  as  pertinent  to  a  proper  display  of 
the  articles  contributed,  the  Secretary  feels  it  his  imperative  duty  to  again  invite 
your  attention  to  a  most  pressing  want  which  is  sure  to  obtrude  itself  unpleas- 
antly upon  such  occasions.  Our  table-furniture  is  utterly  insufficient  for  the 
uses  of  the  Society.  Under  the  vigilant  custody  of  their  chairman,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements  have  found  an  effectual  cure  for  that  mysterious 
"shrinkage"  which  was  wont  to  curtail  so  materially  the  cloth  provided  for 
covering  the  naked  boards.  But  the  woful  deficiency  in  our  supply  of  plates 
can  be  remedied  by  no  amount  of  watchful  supervision.  It  is  absolutely  indis- 
pensable, if  our  Exhibitions  are  to  maintain  the  proportions  that  they  have 
lately  assumed,  that  this  deficiency  should  be  supplied  at  an  early  day.  A 
pattern  of  the  style  adopted  by  the  Massachusetts  Society,  has  been  kindly 
furnished  and  now  lies  upon  the  table  of  the  Secretary.  Assurances  have  been 
given  that  a  suitable  quantity  of  such  ware,  equally  substantial  and  of  similar 
convenient  shape,  can  be  procured,  if  deemed  advisable,  at  a  very  reasonable 
cost. 

By  the  third  rule  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  adopted  in  the  very 
infancy  of  the  Society,  it  is  strictly  required  that  all  specimens  offered  for 
premiums  shall  have  been  grown,  by  the  competitors,  within  the  County  of 
Worcester. 

There  is  no  similar  restriction  upon  membership,  and  the  Secretary  has  never 
hesitated,  upon  application,  to  place  upon  the  roll  the  name  of  a  postulant 
from  another  County.  It  is  suggested  whether  it  may  not  better  comport  with 
the  cosmopolitan  tendencies  of  the  times  and  the  present  standing  of  the  Society 
to  relax  or  rescind  the  restriction  of  the  third  article.  Our  exhibition  offers 
the  only  practicable  field  for  display  and  competition,  by  reason  of  proximity  to 
cultivators  in  the  Western  Counties.  Our  own  Society  is  the  only  one  exclu- 
sively devoted  to  Horticulture,  west  of  Suffolk.  We  could  well  spare  an  oc- 
casional premium  for  the  sake  of  superior  variety  and  a  wider  interest. 

The  fifth  (5th)  rule  of  the  same  Committee  has  caused  so  much  dissension 
and  given  rise  to  so  many  different  interpretations,  that  an  authoritative  and 
final  decision,  in  the  premises,  is  demanded  in  the  interest  of  the  Society. 

5.    No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  more  than  one   premium  for  the  same 
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specimen  of  fruit  or  vegetable.  If  any  specimen  has  obtained  a  premium  in  a  collec- 
tion, it  shall  not  be  credited  to  the  same  person  in  a  smaller  collection,  nor  as  a  single 
specimen  ;  nor  shall  any  premium  be  awarded  to  a  single  variety,  unless  the  specimens 
are  equal  to  those  of  the  same  variety  which  may  be  included  in  any  of  the  collections. 

A  substitution  of  the  word  "variety"  for  "specimen,"  wherever  it  occurs  in 
the  first  clause,  and  in  the  first  sentence  of  the  second,  will  enable  you  to  com 
prehend  the  construction  of  the  rule  most  widely  upheld  and  which  was 
practically  enforced  at  the  recent  Exhibition. 

The  Library  is  in  its  customary  good  condition.  As  will  be  observed  from 
the  usual  tabular  statement,  the  volumes  have  continued  to  circulate  widely, 
and  have  been  employed  (in  a  way  not  so  susceptible  of  demonstration)  more 
frequently  than  in  past  years,  for  purposes  of  reference.  It  is  not  probable 
that  many  occasions  will  arise  requiring  large  expenditure.  The  terrible  ca- 
lamities that  have  befallen  the  fair  land  of  France  may  even  prevent  the  further 
publication  of  those  elegant  serial  works  which  constitute  so  much  of  the  value 
of  our  collection.  At  the  same  time,  the  Society  is  happily  able,  and  should 
be  disposed  readily,  to  place  upon  its  shelves  any  new  volumes,  or  later  and 
better  editions  of  the  old  ones,  of  which  the  possession  may  be  desirable  but 
whose  cost  may  be  too  onerous  for  private  resources. 

The  usual  comparative  table  is  appended,  to  indicate  the  annual  circulation  : 


Vols. 

In  1862  114 

In  1863  133 

In  1864  179 

In  1865  318 

In  1866  387 

In  1867  '  470 

In  1868  580 

In  1869  510 

Ih  1870   544 


The  whole  number  of  separate  volumes  acquired  during  the  past  official  year, 
whether  by  purchase  or  donation,  amounts  to  forty.  A  list  of  them  with  their 
titles  is  herewith  presented  : 

Transactions  of  the  Illinois  Horticultural  Society,  1868  ;  1  vol.  octavo. 
From  W.  C.  Flagg. 

Transactions  of  the  Worcester  Agricultural  Society,  1868  ;  pamphlet.  From 
C.  M.  Miles. 

Transactions  of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  1869  j  pamphlet. 
From  E.  W.  Buswell. 

Transactions  of  the  American  Pomological  Society,  12th  Session  ;  pamphlet. 
From  Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder. 
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Dictionnaire  de  Pomologie,  Les  Poires,  par  M.  Andre  Leroy;  2  vols,  oc- 
tavo ;  Paris  ;  society. 

Parks,  Promenades,  and  Gardens  of  Paris  ;  1  vol.  octavo,  society. 

Say's  Entomology  ;  new  edition  ;  by  Le  Conte  ;  2  vols,  octavo,  society. 

American  Agricultural  Annual,  1870  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo,  society. 

American  Horticultural  Society,  1870  ;  2  vol.  twelvemo,  society. 

Treatise  on  the  Culture  of  Fruit  Trees  ;  By  Wm.  Forsyth  ;  Notes  by  Wm. 
Cobbett.    From  S.  H.  Colton. 

American  Fruit  Book;  By  S.  H.  Cole  ;  1849  5  1  vjI.  twelvemo.  From  S. 
H.  Colton. 

The  Management  of  Fruit  Trees;  By  Geo.  Jaques,  1849  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo. 
From  S.  H.  Colton. 

Book  of  Fruits  ;  By  Robert  Manning,  1838  ;  1  vol,  twelvemo.  From  S.  H. 
Colton. 

New  England  Farmer,  1869  ;  1  vol.  octavo,  society. 
Tilton's  Journal  of  Horticulture,  Vol.  5,  1869  ;  society. 
Tilton's  Journal  of  Horticulture,  Vol.  6,  1870;  society. 

Guide  to  the  Study  of  Insects  ;  By  A.  S.  Packard,  Jr.  ;  1  vol.  octavo,  society. 
Horticulturist,  vol.  25,  1869  ;  1  vol.  octavo,  society. 
Gardener's  Monthly,  Vol.  11,  1869  ;   1  vol.  octavo,  society. 
Country  Gentleman,  Vol.  33,  1869;  1  vol.  quarto,  society. 
Country  Gentleman,  Vol.  34.  1869  j  1  vol.  quarto,  society. 
American  Agriculturist,  Vol.  28,  1869  ;  1  vol.  quarto,  society. 
Journal  of  Horticulture,  Vol.  16,  1869  ;  London  ,  1  vol.  quarto,  society. 
Journal  of  Horticulture,  Vol.  17,  1869  ;  London;  1  vol.  quarto,  society. 
Florist  and  Pomologist,  1869  ;  London  ;  1  vol.  octavo,  society. 
New  and  Rare  Foliaged  Plants  ;  London  ;  1  vol.  octavo,  society. 
Agricultural  and  Horticultural  Implements,  1870  ;  pamphlet.    From  R.  H. 
Allen. 

The  Strawberry  ;  Its  Culture  ;  By  J.  M.  Merrick  ;   I  vol.  twelvemo,  society. 

The  American  Naturalist,  Vol.  3,  1869-70  ;  society. 

Seventy-Five  Flowers;  By  E.  S.  Rand,  Jr.  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo,  society. 

The  Abridgement  of  the  Gardener's  Dictionary  ;  By  Philip  Miller,  F.  R.  S., 
Sixth  Edition  ;  London  ;  1771.    From  Louis  Lewisson. 

Department  of  Agriculture,  Report  of,  1868  ;  1  vol.  octavo  ;  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture. 

Revue  Horticole,  1869;  Paris  ;  1  vol.  octavo,  society. 

Atlas  of  Flowers  ;  Vilmorin  ;  Paris  ;  1  vol.  twelvemo,  society. 

List  of  Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Pomological  Societies  ;  pamphlet  ; 
Commissioner  of  Agriculture. 

California  :  Report  of  the  Surveyor  General,  1867,  1868  and  1869  ;  pamphlet. 

Central  Park,  New  York  ;  Thirteenth  Annual  Report  of  Commissioners. 
From  Hon.  Andrew  H.  Greene.. 
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The  Cottage  Gardener's  Dictionary,  Third  Edition  ;  London,  1861  ;  1vol. 
octavo,  society. 

In  the  report  of  the  Committee,  upon  whose  recommendation  the  Library  of 
the  Society  was  finally  located  in  Horticultural  Hall,  occurs  the  following  pas- 
sage : 

"  The  value  of  this  Hall  as  a  place  of  public  assemblage,  and  patronage  depends,  in 
some  measure,  upon  the  manner  in  which  and  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  used.  The 
valuable  Library  of  the  Society,  deposited  here,  if  bringing  with  it  weekly  or  even 
casual  meetings  of  the  members,  could  not  fail  to  influence,  in  some  degree,  the  general 
estimation  of  this  property  by  the  public." 

Had  the  Committee  been  endowed  with  the  gift  of  prophecy,  they  could  not 
have  predicted  the  effect  of  the  measure  then  advised  upon  the  prosperity  of  the 
Society,  with  keener  perspicacity.  From  the  27th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1862, 
when  the  removal  of  the  Library  was  consummated,  such  weekly  meetings  of 
the  members  have  been  continued,  down  to  the  present  hour,  without  the  inter- 
mission of  a  single  day  in  that  entire  period  of  almost  nine  years.  There 
have  been  seasons  of  prosperity  or  discouragement,  as  there  have  been  also 
alternations  in  which  profusion  contrasted  with  paucity  of  display.  But, 
throughout  every  vicissitude,  thanks  to  a  zealous  co-operation  which  was  never 
appealed  to  in  vain,  a  triumphant  issue  of  the  experiment  was  at  no  time 
doubtful.  There  are  probably  few,  if  any,  members  of  the  Society  who  have 
formed  an  exact,  scarcely  even  an  imperfect  estimate  of  the  aggregate  attained 
by  these  apparently  insignificant  weekly  contributions.  And  yet,  within  the 
nine  (9)  years,  the  sum  of  the  articles  exhibited  upon  our  tables,  exclusive  of 
the  display  at  the  annual  autumnal  exhibition,  has  amounted  to  fourteen 
thousand  two  hundred  and  two  (14,202).  In  addition,  a  convenient  and  ap- 
propriate place  of  resort  has  been  afforded,  in  which  new  acquaintances  have 
been  formed  and  enlarged,  and  useful  information  gathered  from  diverse 
sources  to  be  again  widely  disseminated.  Here  the  committee  on  nomenclature 
have  found  and  improved  an  extensive  field  of  labor.  No  pains  nor  expense 
should  be  grudged  which  may  promise  to  develop  yet  further  the  beneficent  uses 
inevitable  upon  even  the  slightest  increase  of  the  time  within  which  our  halls 
are  open  to  the  public.  In  a  future,  not  remote  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  Library 
may  be  kept  open  throughout  the  week,  thereby  copying  the  wise  and  profitable 
example  of  the  Massachusetts  Society. 

The  customary  comparative  statement  of  entries  at  the  exhibitions,  other 
than  the  annual  autumnal,  is  herewith  furnished  for  your  more  precise  infor- 
mation : 
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COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT. 


Anno  Domini. 

1 

Strawberries. 

Raspberries, 
Gooseberries, 
Currants,  Cherries, 
Grapes,  Peaches,  &c. 

|  Apples. 

Pears. 

Flowers,  Plants,  &c. 

Total. 

1862,,. 

29 

98 

160 

512 

632 

1431 

1863... 

44 

83 

366 

374 

616 

1483 

1S64 

36 

79 

140 

184 

1008 

1447 

1865  ,. 

48 

104 

41 

161 

1643 

1997 

1866 

23 

151 

38 

292 

811 

1315 

1867  .. 

43 

112 

51 

264 

1716 

2186 

1868 

37 

132 

111 

120 

807 

1207 

1869. 

95 

207 

78 

190 

1027 

1697 

1870.. 

90' 

152 

123 

246 

928 

1539 

In  the  figures  for  1870,  may  be  found  slight  but  significant  indications  of  the 
remarkable  character  of  the  pas.t  year.  It  is  true  that  their  number  is  but 
small,  who  remember  seasons  characterized  by  heat  as  fer\id  and  continuous. 
But  after  listening  to  the  self-complacent  reminiscences  of  an  experience  that 
draws  for  its  facts  indiscriminately  upon  a  first  or  second  childhood,  we,  Grad- 
grinds  that  we  are,  accept  the  indisputable  present  and  grow  skeptical  over  the 
past.  And,  at  any  rate,  this  at  least  we  do  know  for  a  verity  ;  that  if,  some 
twenty  (20)  or  forty  (40)  years  ago,  the  land  was  cursed  with  a  similar  drought, 
there  was  not  at  that  time  one-quarter  or  one-half  the  need  of  water.  In  1870, 
the  small  fruits,  distinctively  so  called,  were  literally  burned  up.  The  kindness 
of  Mr.  Charles  Nash  has  enabled  your  Secretary  to  prepare  a  tabular  statement, 
the  details  of  which,  although  gathered  for  another  purpose,  amply  and  clearly 
illustrate  the  blighting  effects  of  a  lack  of  rain.  This  statement  comprises  a 
list  of  persons  who  grew  strawberries  for  the  market  in  1869  and  1870,  with 
the  ascertained  yield  per  rod,  and  is  as  follows : 
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STATEMENT    No.  II. 


Cultivators. 

A.  D. 

1869. 

A.  D. 

1870. 

Rods. 


Quarts. 


Rods. 


Quarts. 


80 

1,700 

80 

1,300 

160 

3,100 

10 

300 

40 

860 

  Ward  

50 

1200 

25 

300 

*120 

2,500 

120 

1500 

William  Y.  Holman  

40 

300 

none"f" 

12 

350 

J16 

say  175 

15 

150 

none 

22 

300 

238 

350 

30 

275 

II 

50 

15 

250 

a 

120 

1500 

b 

1,000 

120 

3000 

240 

c  2,880 

50 

600 

16§ 

80 

H 

220 

d 

*  Shaded  by  grape  vines  in  1870. 
f  Ploughed  up. 

J  New  bed;  i  less  for  drought. 

\  New  bed  ;  i  to  J  less  for  drought. 

jj  Old  bed;  grass,  weeds  and  grapevines. 

a  Old  bed  ;  clover  and  sorrel. 


b  Bed  old  and  new  ;  £  less  for  drought, 
c  See  Note. 

d  Old  bed,  but  clean  ;  less  than  i  of  cro 
of  last  year,  although  not  entirely  owin 
to  the  drought. 


Note.  —  Mr.  James  Draper  has  furnished  the  subjoined  interesting  statement : 
"  Quantity  of  land  under  cultivation,  L}  acres.  Yield,  about  90  bushels.  Land 
cultivated  in  1869,  three-quarters  of  an  acre.  Yield  from  the  same,  94  bushels.  Yield 
of  1870  as  compared  with  1869,  less  than  one-half.  Mode  of  cultivation — hills  and 
beds.  Hill  cultivation  most  satisfactory  and  fifty  per  cent,  more  profitable.  Varieties 
cultivated  :  Wilson,  Nicanor,  C.  Downing,  Lady  of  the  Lake,  and  Jucunda.  The  most 
productive  varieties,  the  Nicanor  and  Wilson  ;  the  largest  size  fruit,  C.  Downing  and 
Jucunda . 

"  The  effect  of  the  drought  is  most  severely  felt  in  the  growth  of  vines  for  another 
year,  which  are  only  about  one-third  grown.  Consequently  the  crop  of  1871  does  not 
at  this  time  look  very  promising." 

And  this  table,  be  it  noted,  includes  only  the  Strawberry  crop,  which  was 
mostly  gathered  before  the  full  intensity  of  the  drought  was  experienced. 
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From  that  drought  there  was,  for  Raspberries,  no  escape.  In  the  very  height 
of  the  season,  when  neither  rain  nor  dew  descended  upon  shrivelling  berry  and 
parching  leaf,  there  fell  upon  the  growers  of  this  fruit  a  ukase,  from  the  City 
Hall,  more  withering  in  its  effects  than  the  fabled  simoom  of  the  Sahara.  Cul- 
tivators, whose  water  supply  was  cut  off,  had,  however,  the  consolation  of  per- 
ceiving that  this  municipal  discrimination  against  themselves  enured  to  the 
benefit  of  the  jockey  and  ostler,  —  u  lewd  fellows  of  the  baser  sort,''  intent 
solely  upon  bespattering  other  felloes,  less  wooden  and  dirty  than  themselves. 

It  was  with  feelings  akin  to  those  of  the  cartman,  whose  vocabulary  was  too 
inadequate  for  suitable  expression,  as  he  surveyed  his  load  bestrewn  upon  the 
long  and  difficult  acclivity  so  painfully  surmounted,  that  your  Secretary  watched 
some  seedling  plants  of  his  own  successively  dry  up  and  perish.  In  his  annual 
report  for  1869,  he  gave  a  detailed  statement  of  the  yield  of  the  different  varie- 
ties cultivated  by  himself.  As  that  statement,  republished  and  circulated  in 
the  Transactions  of  the  Society,  has  attracted  some  attention,  it  is  repeated  here 
in  order  that  it  may  be  contrasted  with  the  widely  differing  results  of  the  cur- 
rent year  : 


Amount  of  Land. 

Variety. 

Quarts  1869. 

Quarts  1870. 

2534  ft. 

Knevett, 

5 

12 

405  " 

Philadelphia, 

30 

Eradicated. 

399  " 

Franconia, 

34 

10 

1 5734  ft. 

Brinckle, 

174i 

82 

216  " 

Northumberland. 

New  plantation. 

8 

The  new  plantation  of  Northumberland  Fillbasket  and  the  greater  development 
of  the  stools  of  Knevett's  Giant,  scarcely  compensate  for  the  elimination  from 
the  table  of  the  Philadelphia.  The  Franconia,  which  comes  latest  into  bearing, 
was  hardly  worth  picking,  and  certainly  did  not  repay  the  labor  and  manure 
expended  upon  its  cultivation.  And  yet  it  is  unquestionably  one  of  the  very 
best  varieties  that  can  be  grown,  upon  a  very  heavy  soil,  in  a  season  at  all 
propitious.  Brinckle's  Orange,  although  affording  a  diminished  product, 
nevertheless  maintained  in  every  respect  its  usual  relative  pre-eminence.  Our 
distinguished  associate,  Charles  Downing,  in  a  note  to  your  Secretary,  unduly 
eulogistic  of  these  reports,  states  that  his  "experience  with  Brinckle's  Orange 
raspberry  is  the  same  as  yours  (the  Secretary's).  It  is  the  most  productive  and 
highest  flavored  of  any,  but  too  soft  for  market  purposes."  And  in  the  past 
unpropitious  season,  despite  the  drought,  this  variety  continued  in  bearing 
from  July  9th  to  August  1 1th,  a  term  of  five  fruitful  weeks. 
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Your  Secretary  has  had  no  personal  experience,  recently,  with  the  Black- 
berry. A  tew  stools,  planted  many  years  ago,  of  the  New  Rochelle,  have 
furnished  abundant  employment  ever  since  in  the  attempt  at  their  thorough 
extirpation.  But,  if  the  present  season  is  a  sample  of  those  which  are  to  fol- 
low, it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  owners  of  large  plats,  now  bristling  with 
a  chcvaax  de  frise  of  blackberry  spines,  will  wish  themselves  in  the  position  of 
Othello,  with  their  "occupation  gone.'7 

The  culture  of  the  Grape,  during  the  past  year,  has  been  rewarded  with  un- 
exampled success.  It  has  appeared  to  matter  little  in  what  position  were  the 
vines,  nor  under  what  conditions  of  soil  or  treatment.  Delaware  and  Concord, 
the  exquisite  Iona  and  the  fine  numbers  of  Rogers,  each  and  all  vindicated  their 
character,  and  demonstrated  the  adaptation  of  a  dry  season  to  their  constitu- 
tion and  needs.  With  the  growing  tendency  toward  the  extension  system  of 
treatment  as  opposed  to  immoderate  pruning  5  with  a  better  understanding  of 
the  requisites  for  profitable  culture,  as  combined  in  natural  motion,  adhesion 
and  ascension  of  the  shoots  from  a  good,  but  not  over  stimulated  soil ;  we  deduce 
from  the  experience  of  the  past  favorable  auguries  for  the  future  of  viticulture, 
under  propitious  skies,  even  in  our  own  County  and  Commonwealth.  Years  of 
hope  deferred  may  well  be  spent  in  the  assurance  of  such  a  return  at  last.  This 
Society  can,  with  a  clear  conscience,  assume  all  the  responsibility  involved  in 
the  advice  to  its  members  to  plant  the  vine. 

Of  the  Apple  and  Pear  what  can  be  said  that  is  not  familiar  to  you  all  ?  Trees 
that  have  been  barren,  literally  for  a  generation,  have  bowed  their  limbs  to  the 
earth  under  their  burden  of  fruit.  But  it  may  be  well  to  make  a  record  of  the 
fact,  for  future  reference,  that  scarcely  a  drop  of  rain  fell  during  their  entire 
period  of  inflorescence.  Nor  should  the  premature  and  unseasonable  ripening 
and  decay  of  pears  (the  autumnal  varieties  more  especially),  escape  notice. 
The  last  Beurre  Bosc  of  your  Secretary  rotted  at  the  core  and  disappeared  on 
the  eighth  of  October.  The  Beurre  Langelier  is  reported  ripe  at  that  time, 
while  the  Beurre  d'Anjou  is  accredited  by  the  Doyen*  of  our  Society  with  ma- 
turing, in  fit  condition  to  eat,  upon  the  tree.  The  Winter  Nelis,  whether  gath- 
ered or  fallen,  even  now  tempts  the  palate.  How  different  from  the  crop  of 
1869,  superior  specimens  of  which  were  exhibited,  in  perfection,  by  our  excel- 
lent Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  as  recently  as  May  5th  of 
the  current  year.  And  yet,  while  this  is  true  of  the  later  varieties,  the  Bartlett 
never  was  in  better  or  more  prolonged  keeping. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  crop  of  apples  has  not  been  so  sadly  demoralized. 
Should,  however,  the  Greening  and  Baldwin  require  immediate  consumption 
after  gathering,  there  may  indeed  be  found  some  trifling  advantage  in  that 
infelicitous  and  untimely  appointment  of  Thanksgiving,  by  Federal  authority, 
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which,  in  its  eagerness  to  anticipate  State  assignment,  ignores  centuries  of 
precedent  and  almost  encroaches  upon  the  summer. 

There  is  one  subject  involved  in  the  proper  consideration  of  the  future  suc- 
cessful culture  of  the  apple,  in  regard  to  which  your  Secretary  would  esteem 
himself  false  to  duty  did  he  not  invite  your  most  earnest  attention.  The 
Canker  Worm,  whose  permanent  departure  had  been  fondly  anticipated,  has 
signalized  his  reappearance  upon  "  pastures  new  "  by  unwonted  ravages. 
The  defoliation  of  orchards  upon  our  hill-sides  impressed  upon  the  eye  of 
the  beholder  a  scene  of  desolation  that  could  not  have  been  aggravated  by  the 
passage  of  a  devouring  flame.  Under  any  circumstances  this  would  be  bad 
enough  ;  but  when  we  reflect  that  these  evil  consequences  are  aggravated  by 
human  carelessness,  what  adequate  expression  shall  be  found  for  our  indigna- 
tion ?  When  a  malignant  disease  breaks  out  in  a  private  residence,  the  public 
claim  and  exercise  authority  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection.  Should  not 
the  strong  arm  of  power  be  as  well  interposed,  where  individual  selfishness  or 
indolence  endanger  the  vitality  of  our  orchards  ?  The  sharp-nosed  blood- 
hounds of  the  law  will  scent  out  and  pursue  a  pint  of  whiskey  throughout  the 
entire  length  of  the  Commonwealth.  May  it  not  be  well  to  hamper  the  surplus 
energies  of  a  superviceable  constabulary  by  requiring  of  them  the  summary 
destruction  of  all  trees  which  are  reserved  solely  for  the  nourishment  of  the 
canker-worm  and  tent-caterpillar  ?  The  occupation  might  not  be  as  lucrative  to 
the  force,  but  it  would  be  of  undeniable  benefit  to  the  community.  It  is  re- 
spectfully suggested,  whether  you  should  not  address  a  memorial  to  the  Great 
and  General  Court,  soliciting  the  encouragement  of  some  other  agency  than 
wings  and  beaks  for  the  destruction  of  insects  injurious  to  foliage  and  fruit.  It 
is  disgraceful  to  the  scientific  acquirements  and  practical  experience  of  the 
State  that  the  canker-worm  should  thus  be  suffered  to  pursue  its  career  of 
devastation,  without  check  or  hindrance.  Should  the  St  ite  Constabulary  be 
unable  to  cope  with  the  foe,  for  want  of  adequate  inducements,  the  energies  of 
that  lobby  which  besieged  the  State  House  so  assiduously,  in  the  interest  of 
the  Hartford  and  Erie,  would  doubtless  prove  equal  to  the  emergency.  It 
would  be  decidedly  refreshing  to  behold  either  of  those  corrupt  bodies  illustrate 
the  doctrine  of  salvation  by  works. 

Every  member  of  the  Society,  conjointly  with  other  visitors,  must  have 
observed  the  extreme  degree  in  which  we  are  indebted,  for  much  of  the  interest 
which  attaches  to  our  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibitions,  to  the  unremitting 
industry  and  thorough  skill  of  professional  gardeners.  It  may  be  well  for  us  to 
consider  whether  it  does  not  lie  within  our  especial  province  to  make  timely  and 
apt  recognition  of  such  superior  evidences  of  horticultural  attainment.  The 
objection  may  be  urged,  it  is  true,  that  the  gardener  by  profession  is  already 
remunerated  for  his  labor  and  time  by  his  employer  ;  and  that,  without  the 
consent  of  the  employer,  he  could  exhibit  none  of  the  fruits  of  his  toil.  But 
it  would  seem  that  this  Society  might  well  and  profitably  look  beyond  the  dull 
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horizon  of  dollars  and  cents,  and  those  not  drawn  from  its  treasury,  to  that 
brighter  vision  so  sure  to  dawn  upon  an  enlarged  and  liberal  policy.  The  ex- 
pediency of  offering  generous  premiums  for  pre-eminent  skill,  as  illustrated  in 
collections  of  flowers,  fruits,  and  vegetables,  to  be  open  solely  to  the  competi- 
tion of  professional  gardeners,  is  presented  for  your  careful  consideration,  in 
the  assured  conviction  that  no  otherwise  can  a  more  judicious  expenditure  be 
sanctioned. 

The  price  of  admission  to  our  future  exhibitions  should  also  be  wisely  con- 
sidered and  adjusted.  It  may  be  true  that  a  higher  tariff,  imposed  upon  fewer 
objects,  will  produce  equal  or  more  revenue,  although  experience  in  determin- 
ing proper  rates  of  postage  or  the  amount  of  fare  upon  public  conveyances,  is 
eloquent  and  emphatic  to  the  contrary.  But  our  treasury  does  not  require  to 
be  filled  by  an  exaction  of  the  last  cent,  nor  do  we  "  encourage  the  practice 
and  promote  the  science  of  horticulture"  by  rendering  our  exhibitions  more 
difficult  of  access.  A  shilling  is  a  large  sum  in  the  eyes  of  a  Paisley  weaver  ; 
and  yet  that  humble  class  of  workmen,  who  would  find  themselves  virtually 
excluded  from  our  rates  of  admission,  have  attained  a  world-wide  reputation 
by  a  specialty  in  floriculture.  Scarcely  can  the  temples  of  the  living  God  be 
opened  save  with  a  golden  key,  their  doors  upon  golden  hinges  turning.  Let 
not  the  votaries  of  Pomona  and  Flora  be  debarred  from  the  indulgence  of  an 
innocent  pleasure,  in  the  exercise  of  their  simple  ministry,  because  of  an 
unchecked  greed. 

Since  the  commencement  of  this  report,  a  pear  has  been  exhibited  at  one 
of  the  weekly  re-unions  of  the  Society,  that  may  well  exact  a  word  of  notice. 
A  seedling  originated  by  Hon.  John  Milton  Earle,  to  whom  this  Society  has 
been  so  long  indebted  for  many  and  various  services,  and  with  whose  parent- 
age it  is  but  vaguely  indentified  under  the  name  of  Earle's  Russett ;  its 
apparently  confirmed  excellence  should  render  it  alike  a  source  of  pride  to  him 
and  of  interest  to  ourselves.  Additions  to  the  list  of  fruits,  of  approved  good 
quality,  are  too  rare  to  justify  the"' unhesitating  acceptance  of  every  new  can- 
didate. It  may  be  said  of  Earle's  Russett,  that  it  has  been  nursed  with  care 
and  developed  to  an  almost  perfect  assurance  of  decided  superiority.  Not 
entirely  dissimilar  to  the  Beurre  Easter,  in  flavor,  though  with  more  sprightli- 
ness  than  that  coy  variety,  the  proof  of  this  pudding  also  is  evolved  from  the 
eating.  The  shrinking  modesty  of  him  to  whom  we  owe  the  origin  of  this 
seedling,  will,  it  is  hoped,  suffice  to  excuse  the  loudness  of  the  blare  which  thus 
unblushingly  trumpets  his  achievment. 

There  is  one  field  of  usefulness,  almost  entirely  neglected  in  this  community, 
which  it  would  seem  the  especial  duty  of  this  society,  with  its  ample  means,  to 
possess  and  cultivate.  A  plague  of  lecturers,  it  is  true,  already  infests  our 
public  halls,  countless  and  pertinacious  as  the  flies  in  Egypt.  But  lectures 
that  are  other  than  inane  and  drivelling  platitudes  ;  that  are  instructive  to  an 
audience  because  the  speaker  is  master  of  his  theme ;  may  be  told  off  upon 
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both  hands  without  exhausting  the  tally  of  fingers.  What  true  horticulturist 
would  not  esteem  his  evenings  well  spent  in  listening  to  Asa  Gray,  could  that 
profound  student  of  Nature  be  induced  to  unfold  her  botanical  secrets  in  his 
own  consummate  style  of  simple  lucidity  ?  The  learned  professor  of  the  Pea- 
body  Institute  might  occupy  some  hours,  to  mutual  advantage,  in  imparting  a 
portion  of  that  minute  acquaintance  with  insects  injurious  to  vegetation  of 
which  the  printed  page  could  contain  but  a  tithe.  Would  not  the  relation  of 
their  experience  by  Breck,  and  Rand,  and  Strong,  be  of  as  much  worth  to  the 
florists  and  pomologists  of  Worcester,  as  to  their  fellows  in  West  Newton? 
Your  favorable  judgment  of  the  policy,  thus  faintly  outlined,  is  earnestly  invoked. 

Simultaneous  with  our  own  Autumnal  Exhibition,  another  was  held,  as 
inferior  in  character  as  it  deserved  to  be  from  the  ignoble  purpose  by  which  it 
was  prompted.  The  Worcester  Agricultural  Society  appears  to  have  delib- 
erately concluded  to  resume  those  displays  of  flowers  and  fruits  which,  upon 
the  organization  of  the  Horticultural  Society,  were  tacitly  if  somewhat  reluc- 
tantly relinquished.  Yet,  in  this  fact,  can  be  found  no  reason  why  we  should 
be  startled  from  our  equanimity.  We  might,  it  is  true,  if  equally  oblivious  of 
comity,  propose  premiums  for  the  game-cock  or  velocipede,  and  so  contribute 
our  share  towaid  the  further  demoralization  of  the  community.  It  is  even 
possible  that,  with  good  trotting,  a  crowd  of  pleasure-seekers  would  be  attracted 
as  eager  to  fill  an  exhausted  treasury  as  those  gaping  throngs  which  now  flock 
to  witness  the  restricted,  or  stipulated  speed  !  of  sluggish  racers  from  the  classic 
purlieus  of  Pine  Meadow  or  the  ova-rian  plains  of  Tasseltop.  Happily,  we  are 
reduce!  to  no  such  humiliating  expedients.  Public  sentiment  discriminates 
surely,  if  slowly.  Even  did  it  not,  we  could  but  pursue  the  even  tenor  of  our 
way,  seeking  and  attaining  excellence  in  our  exclusive  pursuits.  Let  others 
avoid  our  exhibitions,  suspecting  the  impartiality  of  our  committees  and  the 
fairness  of  their  awards,  thereby  betraying  their  own  lurking  bias  to  injustice. 
Let  others  refrain  from  honorable  competition,  because  specimens,  fit  only  for 
a  third  rate  display,  may  be  eligible  to  agricultural  premiums  derived  from  the 
bounty  of  the  Commonwealth.  Let  him  who  prefers  such  investment,  gain  the 
whole  world  at  the  expense  of  his  own  soul !  At  this  synchronal  and  rival 
exhibition,  there  was  also  displayed,  according  to  the  contemporary  press,  "a 
very  superior  collection  of  vegetables — the  produce  of  the  Worcester  Poor 
Farm."  Possibly  the  disposition  of  such  produce  rests  wholly  in  the  discretion 
of  the  steward,  who  has  doubtless  sound  reasons  for  shunning  competition  with 
those  not  having,  like  himself,  the  benefit  of  unpaid  labor.  Or,  more  likely, 
the  cause  of  this  discrimination  against  our  own  exhibition,  by  the  City  of  Wor- 
cester, may  be  found  in  the  fact  that,  whereas  the  Agricultural  Society  is 
exempt  from  taxation  upon  its  large  and  valuable  tract  of  land,  the  Worcester 
County  Horticultural  Society  is  mulcted  in  an  annual  tribute  of  six  hundred 
dollars,  to  replenish  the  exhausted  treasury  of  the  busy  municipality  in  which 
its  Hall  is  located. 
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In  his  Annual  Report  for  1867,  the  Secretary  made  use  of  the  following 
language  : 

"  The  members  of  the  Society  who  reside  in  the  City  of  Worcester,  are  to  be  felici- 
tated upon  the  inexhaustibility  of  the  Municipal  resources.  So  rich  is  the  soil  that  it 
rejects  manure.  In  this  '  heart  of  the  Commonwealth/  we  behold  no  weary  or  over- 
burdened traveller  tempted  by  the  Japanese  invitation  to  pause  by  the  wayside 
for  relief !  On  the  contrary,  society  is  so  cold  —  its  formalities  so  polished  —  its  exi- 
gences so  rigidly  observed —  that  the  very  demands  of  nature  would  be  subjected  to 
State  '  search,'  or  Federal  '  license/  unless  endorsed  by  the  original  gardener.  Hence 
it  happens  that  all  filth  is  so  readily  discerned.  For  this  reason  it  is  that  the  least  speck 
of  dirt  is  at  once  avoided  as  an  obstacle  by  our  heavily  imposed  and  evilly  disposed 
guardians  of  the  peace.  Therefore,  and  for  that  reason  solery  is  it,  that  the  sewerage  of 
one  half  of  the  municipality  is  to  be  concentrated  into  a  single  channel,  and  thenceforth 
ejected  to  fertilize  the  valley  of  the  Upper  Blackstone.  The  tax-payers  can  perhaps 
determine,  by  reference  to  their  assessments,  the  actual  cost  to  them  in  money,  of  this 
system  of  terrene  devastation.  But  the  Agriculturist  to  a  partial  extent,  and  the  Hor- 
ticulturist in  every  branch  of  his  profession,  can  but  realize  in  all  stages  of  their  prac- 
tice, the  reckless  and  wasteful  deprivation  to  which  they  are  subjected.  The  aesthetic 
man  is  well  enough  in  his  way ;  but  the  pomologist  is  assthetic  naturally  and  by  ac- 
quirement ;  and  he  confesses  to  an  honest  need  of  plant-food,  by  whatever  euphuism  it 
may  be  characterized.  May  it  not  be  found  that,  with  the  ordure  of  Worcester  will 
disappear  its  verdure  ?  How  long  can  a  bank  endure  the  simultaneous  withdrawal  of 
its  capital  and  discharge  of  its  liabilities  ?  Can  you  burn  a  candle  at  both  ends  to 
advantage  ?  " 

Since  that  report  was  penned,  the  undertaking  therein  referred  to  has  been 
steadily  pushed  forward  to  its  conclusion.  The  earth  has  been  robbed  of  its 
moisture  without  the  compensation  consequent  upon  that  alleviation  of  the 
soil  inevitable  upon  a  judicious  system  of  under-drainage.  The  writer  is  prob- 
ably alone  in  his  objection  to  the  theory  of  subterranean  sewers,  upon  sanitary 
considerations.  As  large  laboratories  for  the  decomposition  of  human  excreta, 
or  as  capacious  storehouses  for  the  retention  and  ultimate  dissemination  of 
noxious  gases,  their  potential  agency  must  be  conceded.  Nevertheless  he  be- 
lieves in  purification  by  rain,  in  disinfection  by  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun.  To 
the  advocates  of  the  popular  system  and  practice  he  would  recommend  a  hearty 
snuff  at  that  concentrated  fragrance,  effluent  from  those  manifold  and  horrent 
vents  to  the  civic  fundament,  whose  "  offense  is  rank  and  smells  to  heaven/' 
even  amidst  the  frosts  and  snows  of  winter.  But  it  is  to  the  reckless,  and 
therefore  wicked,  waste  of  fertilizing  material  that  the  attention  of  all  cultiva- 
tors of  the  soil  should  be  particularly  directed.  As  a  single  element  in  the 
computation  of  this  loss,  so  possible  to  avoid,  and  for  that  reason  the  more 
inexcusable,  consider  the  fact  that  a  barrel  of  flour  is  estimated  in  the  annual 
subsistence  of  each  and  every  ,'ndividual  in  the  community.  All  then  that 
enters  into  the  formation  of  two  hundred  thousand  (200,000)  bushels  of  wheat 
saving  the  two  (2)  per  cent,  that  remains  in  the  human  body,  the  sole  and  ex- 
hausting product  of  twenty  thousand  (20,000)  acres,  is  yearly  extracted  from 
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the  prairies  of  the  West,  by  the  population  of  this  single  City,  to  swell  the 
clam  banks  of  Narragansett  Bay.  Devastation  of  the  essential  constituents  of 
the  different  varieties  of  fruits,  advance  with  similar  unthrift.  Do  we  need  to 
inquire  why  our  long-established  orchards  refuse  to  yield  their  increase,  except- 
ing only  seasons  like  the  present,  in  which  the  fierce  stimulus  of  a  torrid  heat 
compelled  a  growth  that  threatens  final  and  utter  exhaustion  ? 

This  whole  subject,  compared  with  which  wars  and  rumors  of  wars  are 
dwarled  into  insignificance  ;  this  subject  which  involves  in  its  ultimate  relations 
no  less  consequences  than  the  future  subsistence  of  entire  nations,  whereas 
other  matters  but  affect  their  prosperity  or  independence,  has  latterly  forced 
itself  upon  the  attention  of  the  People  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  It  is 
felt  that,  without  a  speedy  change,  the  land  must  continue  to  deteriorate  5  its 
produce  to  lessen  with  its  impoverishment.  Accordingly  commissions  are 
formed,  investigations  set  on  foot,  experiments  prosecuted.  Note  the  basis  on 
which  they  proceed  ! 

"  It  is  unquestionable  that  so  well  fed  an  animal  as  man  ought  to  be  good  farm  stock. 
Compared  with  the  sheep,  he  is  little  better  fed,  and  he  takes  less  out  of  his  food.  Take 
any  given  human  population  ;  its  average  weight  is  a  pretty  constant  quantity  and  it 
increases  not  more  than  two  per  cent,  annually.  The  total  weight  of  the  population  of 
England  increases  not  more  than  two  per  cent  ;  that  is  all  that  man  saves  out  of  his 
year's  food  in  this  country.  On  the  other  hand,  the  total  weight  of  a  flock  of  sheep 
will  increase  in  weight  from  forty  to  sixty  per  cent,  in  the  same  time.  There  is  a 
smaller  waste  of  poorer  food  in  the  case  of  sheep  than  in  the  case  of  man  ;  and  yet  the 
former  is  the  best  farm  stock  we  have  for  maintaining  the  fertility  of  land,  and  the  latter 
is,  in  this  respect,  virtually  good  for  nothing.  What  can  be  the  explanation  of  this 
anomaly  ?  The  whole  excrement  of  the  sheep-fold  is  deposited  on  the  land  which  it  is 
to  benefit,  while  the  whole  waste  from  our  houses  finds  its  way  into  the  river."  Et  sic 
passim. 

Observe  now  the  actual  result  of  an  attempt  to  utilize  sewerage  by  irrigation, 
thus  saving  what  would  otherwise  be  lost  and  restoring  to  the  earth  much  of 
which  it  had  been  robbed.  The  town,  or  borough  of  Komford,  England,  having 
made  purchase  of  a  farm  for  the  purpose  of  experiment,  a  party  of  gentlemen 

"  visited  the  premises  on  the  ninth  day  of  August  last,  and  had  their  attention 
drawn  to  a  piece  of  Italian  rye  grass,  sown  on  March  nineteenth,  since  which 
time  four  crops  have  been  cut,  averaging  seven  and  one-half  tons  per  acre,  and 
selling  for  £l  per  ton  on  the  ground.  Close  by  was  a  piece  of  Dalmahoy  po- 
tatoes, planted  on  April  second,  which  were  producing  upwards  of  one  and  one- 
half  hundred  weight  per  rod,  and  worth  about  £25  per  acre.  Some  beans  and 
peas  sown  on  April  second, produced — the  former  £9  and  the  latter  £15,  without 
the  straw.  Another  piece  of  rye  grass,  sown  April  ninth,  will  be  ready  to  cut 
for  the  fourth  time  in  a  few  days.  Adjoining  were  about  four  acres  of  trans- 
planted mangel  wurzel  looking  rank  and  strong.  Another  crop  of  the  same 
kind  exhibited  some  very  fine  roots,  many  of  the  globes  being  two  feet  in  cir- 
cumference, and  some  of  the  '  long  '  two  feet  in  length." 

"  Close  by  was  a  crop  of  intermediate  carrots,  about  four  acres  in  extent, 
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sown  on  April  fourth,  a  month  later  than  they  ought  to  have  been,  some  of 
them  have  already  been  cleared  off  and  sent  to  market,  where  they  fetched  at 
at  the  rate  of  £41  per  acre." 

The  statement  is  fall  of  similar  details,  a  complete  citation  of  which  would 
occupy  too  much  space  and  time.  The  conclusion  was  reached  that,  "as  each 
crop  is  labeled,  showing  the  time  of  planting  and  the  results  that  have  been 
achieved,  the  beholder  cannot  but  be  astonished  at  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
various  crops  have  sprung  up  and  reached  their  present  state  of  growth." 

For  two  ceuturies  have  the  inhabitants  of  this  Commonwealth  been  commit- 
ting waste  ;  dissipating,  without  thought  for  the  morrow,  all  that  affluent  pro- 
vision which  a  beneficent  Providence  had  garnered  up  for  human  use  through- 
out the  ages.  Within  the  last  five  years  have  the  dwellers  in  this  Heart  of  the 
Commonwealth  lavished  their  energies  and  substance  to  facilitate  the  process 
of  devastation,  and  to  counteract,  so  far  as  lies  within  their  power,  the  recuper- 
ative agences  of  nature.  The  cry  of  alarm,  first  sounded  in  behalf  of  this 
Society,  from  this  place,  has  been  echoed  by  a  few  watchful  observers.  Yet 
the  denizens  of  the  valley  are  but  too  prone  to  scout  the  warning  when  the 
peril  is  even  imminent  to  the  watchman  upon  the  heights. 

Pursuant  to  the  instructions  of  the  Trustees,  a  petition,  duly  attested  by  the 
signature  of  the  Secretary  and  the  seal  of  the  Society,  was  presented  to  the 
Great  and  General  Court,  at  its  latest  and  most  lingering  session,  praying  for 
permission  to  citizens  to  destroy  birds,  predaceous  of  fruit,  vegetables,  etc., 
upon  their  own  premises.  This  petition,  with  an  independent  memorial  in  aid 
thereof  from  the  Secretary,  in  which  facts  were  stated  and  the  names  of  wit- 
nesses furnished,  was  referred  to  its  Committee  on  Agriculture  by  the  House  of 
Representatives.  Days  and  weeks  elapsed,  in  which  the  current  newspapers 
of  this  County  were  carefully  watched  for  an  order  of  notice  designating  some 
day  for  an  audience  of  the  petitioners.  By  chance,  such  order  was  at  length 
detected  in  the  columns  of  the  "Boston  Advertiser  —  a  pretty  practical  hint 
that  the  community  must  take  cognizance,  at  their  peril  otherwise,  of  more 
things  than  the  public  statutes.  This  "  hearing,"  however,  like  all  which  suc- 
ceeded it,  was  appointed  for  Thursday  —  an  insuperable  obstacle,  therefore,  to 
the  attendance  of  the  Secretary,  who  was  not  authorized  to  close  the  Library 
for  any  such  purpose.  To  his  written  application  for  the  assignment  of  a  dif- 
ferent day,  was  returned  the  courtesy  of  unbroken  silence.  Finally,  instead  of 
the  permission  solicited,  the  Committee  reported  back  a  bill  allowing  the 
species  of  birds  complained  of  to  be  killed  upon  private  premises  during  the 
months  of  September,  October  and  November !  That  is,  after  a  majority  of 
the  fruits  which  it  was  sought  to  protect  should  have  been  long  out  of  season. 
The  license  to  destroy  the  Jturdns  migratorius ,  or  pseudo-robin,  in  November- 
how  considerate  and  gracious  !    In  the  contemporaneous  accounts  of  the  action 

upon  this  bill,  it  is  narrated  that,  "  the  absurdity  of  the  house,  with  its  very 
small  experience  in  sporting,  and  its  slight  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  birds. 
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passing  upon  the  details  of  the  bill,  was  pointed  out,  and  accordingly  the 
amendments  adopted  were  only  such  as  seemed  to  be  clearly  called  for.  The 
chief  of  them  were  those  which  strike  out  two  sections  on  the  subject  of  duck, 
teal  and  brant,  and  which  strike  out  the  permission  to  kill  robbins  in  the  act  of 
destroying  fruit,  etc.,  etc.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  but  the 
House  was  very  thin  and  hardly  more  than  a  quorum  was  present." 

Another  reporter  remarks  that  "several  attempts  to  be  funny,  on  the  part  of 
members,  excited  some  laughter."  Such  levity  is  not  inexplicable.  The  peti- 
tion was  merely  from  some  fruit-growers,  desirous  of  protection  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  results  of  their  arduous  toil  ;  while  the  bill  under  discussion,  to 
use  an  expressive  if  somewhat  slang  phrase,  had  no  money  in  it  !  For  it  is 
to  be  noted  that  a  silence  as  of  the  grave  hushed  the  risibilities  of  this  same 
House,  when  the  fate  of  a  measure,  in  behalf  of  which  no  petition  had  been 
offered,  but  which  was  designed  solely  to  enhance  the  value  of  stock  and  bonds 
accruing  to  the  members  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  trembled  in  the  balance. 

It  is  respectfully  recommended  that  a  similar  petition  be  presented  at  the 
next  session  of  the  General  Court,  and  thai  one  or  more  members  of  the  So- 
ciety be  designated  to  appear  before  the  proper  Committee  to  enforce  its  prayer. 
The  experience  of  another  season  strengthens  the  position  uniformly  main- 
tained in  these  reports.  The  advocates  of  immunity  have  pointed  to  the  angle- 
worm as  the  habitual  food  of  the  birds  (the  turdus  mir/ratorius  in  especial), 
that  are  sought  to  be  outlawed.  But,  as  the  angle  worm,  innocuous  at  worst, 
has  descended  to  the  antipodes  in  search  of  moisture  during  the  late  tropical 
summer,  it  would  be  curious  to  learn  upon  what  else  than  fruit  these  fledgeling 
sciolists  and  clod  heads  suppose  their  untamed  aviary  to  have  gorged  !  A  con- 
cession of  the  prayer  of  your  petition  would  occasion  but  trifling  destruction  of 
the  obnoxious  birds.  The  whole  frugivorous  tribe  are  naturally  timid.  Their 
bills  protested  upon  presentation,  they  would  offer  their  notes  to  those  who  pro- 
fess to  desire  them  for  an  accompaniment  to  their  morning  nap.  Possibly  our 
honored  ex-president,*  might  welcome  large  flocks,  and  hesitate  yet  more  be- 
tween the  sensible  delights  of  the  palate  and  those  tuneful  memories  .vhich  he 
evokes  from  the  resources  of  an  exhaustless  fancy,  or  tho  depths  of  his  inner 
consciousness.  To  him  —  the  music  —  heaven  save  the  mark  !  harsh,  disonant, 
incessant;  without  strawberries,  or  pears,  or  grapes.  To  our  friends  upon 
Sunnyside,  the  Seckel  in  unmarred  perfection,  as  it  was  not  exhibited,  in  this 
Hall,  on  the  thirteenth  of  October  ult.  To  the  rest  of  us  peace  at  the  last,  as 
we  find  ourselves  left,  unmolested,  to  reap  the  reward  of  our  toil  in  the  fruits 
which  we  love. 

The  establishment  of  a  decent  compensation  for  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements,  and  a  suitable  addition  to  the  salaries  of  the  Treasurer 
and  the  Secretary  and  Librarian,  are  commended  to  your  serious  notice  and 
favorable  action.    In  the  infancy  of  the  Society,  and  even  later  while  it  was 
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struggling  to  maintain  and  extend  its  usefulness  beneath  an  onerous  load  of 
debt,  economy  even  to  the  verge  of  penuriousness,  was,  perhaps,  justifiable. 
But,  with  increase  of  means,  and  consequent  freedom  from  financial  embarrass- 
ment, should  come  that  generosity  which  succeeds  justice.  Few  are  aware 
of  the  labor  and  responsibility  imposed  upon  one  or  more  of  these  officers. 
Their  time  taken  up  is  immeasurably  less  than  that  broken  up,  in  your  service. 
Gratuitous  labor  is  ever  poorly  appreciated,  and  what  is  that  but  gratuitous  of 
which  the  compensation  is  simply  nominal  ?  "  Thou  shalt  not  muzzle  the  ox 
that  treadeth  out  the  corn  !  "  is  an  injunction  as  applicable  in  Horticulture  as 
to  the  custodians  of  the  bovine  genus. 

These  remarks  are  made  the  more  freely  as  they  cannot  be  suspected  of  being 
urged  with  a  view  to  the  individual  benefit  of  the  writer.  His  intention  of  de- 
clining a  re-election  to  the  office  which,  by  your  partiality,  he  has  held  for  the 
last  ten  years,  was  long  since  announced.  But,  with  reference  to  an  augmen- 
tation of  the  salary  of  the  Secretary  and  Librarian,  he  would  advise  further, 
that  the  Library  should  be  constituted  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  to  form  a  sort 
of  head-quarters  or  place  of  resort  for  members,  in  which  that  official  should 
be  expected  to  spend  so  much  of  his  time  as  might  in  equity  be  exacted.  A 
long  and  decided  step  will  thus  be  taken  toward  that  consummation,  when,  with 
the  Library  open  daily,  as  in  Boston,  every  member  of  the  Society  will  realize  that 
there  is  at  least  one  place  accessible,  to  which  he  may  resort  in  pursuit  of  in- 
formation, for  the  statement  of  facts  within  his  personal  observation,  and  possi- 
bly for  barter  or  traffic.  Until  something  like  this  is  achieved  ;  until  the  con- 
sumers and  producers  among  our  number  are  brought  face  to  face  and  made 
more  intimately  acquainted  ;  the  best  and  most  fruitful  purposes  in  the  owner- 
ship of  a  Hall  will  fail  to  be  subserved.  The  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
adoption  of  some  such  step,  as  is  thus  partially  indicated,  can  be  imperfectly 
estimated  by  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  benefits  that  have  ensued,  from 
the  opening  of  the  Library  on  Thursdays  only  of  each  week. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN, 

Secretary  and  Librarian. 

Horticultural  Hall, 
Worcester,  Mass.,  Nov.  2,  A.  D.  L870. 
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PREFACE. 


In  preparing  the  present  issue  of  the  "  Transactions, "  it  has  "been 
thought  advisable  to  follow  the  precedents  of  the  past  and  to  include 
in  the  publication  some  account  of  the  latest  Festival  of  the  Society. 
For  the  accomplishment  of  this  task,  in  any  tolerable  measure, 
recourse  to  the  columns  of  the  Gazette  and  the  Spy  was  indispensable. 
The  meagreness  of  the  details,  notwithstanding  such  effective  aid,  is 
greatly  to  be  regreted. 

The  poverty  of  the  Reports  at  the  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition, 
with  the  single  exception  of  that  upon  Vegetables,  is  also  to  be 
deplored.  The  short  crop  of  Apples  afforded  a  fine  opportunity  for 
broad  generalization  if  not  for  definite  conclusions.  The  abundance 
of  Pears  and  their  average  excellence,  merited  elaborate  notice.  But 
of  these  as  of  the  superior  contributions  in  the  Floral  departments, 
all  that  will  be  known  for  future  instruction  or  comparison,  must  be 
deduced  from  the  bare  fact  that  one  or  another  specimen  was  adjudged 
worthy  of  a  premium. 

Is  it  unreasonable  to  hope  that  the  future  publications  of  the  Society 
may  be  enriched  by  a  portion  at  least  of  those  fruits  of  close  observa- 
tion that  are  annually  gathered  in  by  the  skillful  Horticulturists  of 
Worcester  County  ?  E.  W.  L. 

Horticultural  Hall, 

Worcester,  Massachusetts,  March  4th,  A.  D.,  1872. 
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At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Corporation,  holden  on 
the  Fifth  day  of  April,  A.  D.,  1871,  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  com- 
memorate the  Thirty  Second  Anniversary  of  the  organization,  and  the 
final  release  of  the  Society  from  every  form  of  pecuniary  obligation,  hap- 
pening, as  both  events  quite  felicitously  would,  almost  simultaneously. 
To  provide  for  the  more  perfect  accomplishment  of  this  project,  a  Com- 
mittee was  at  once  constituted,  of  which  Hon.  George  W.  Richardson, 
President  of  the  Society,  was  Chairman,  and  Messrs.  Samuel  Flagg, 
O.  B.  Hadwen,  George  E.  Francis,  George  Jaques,  and  Henry  Wood- 
ward were  associate  members.  How  faithfully  and  well  the  duties  of 
that  Committee  were  discharged,  the  appearance  of  the  Hall,  on  the 
evening  of  Friday,  September  29th,  the  precise  date  selected,  and  the 
success  of  the  entertainment  there  given,  amply  attested.  The  Hall 
itself  was  put  in  gala  dress  for  the  occasion.  Dishes  of  specimen 
Pears,  victors  in  keen  competition  at  the  so  recent  Autumnal  Exhibi- 
tion, crowned  with  green  house  grapes,  beautifully  distributed  along 
the  tables,  as  they  were,  were  rivalled  in  number  by  vases  of  tastefully 
arranged  bouquets.  From  the  center  of  the  ceiling  hung  a  basket  of 
ferns — "  a  thing  of  beauty  "  that  was  the  cynosure  of  every  eye.  The 
table  of  the  President,  upon  the  platform  received  the  most  particular 
attention.  Seven  choice  bouquets  in  the  centre  were  flanked  on  either 
hand  by  two  mammoth  ones  arranged  in  tall  vases  ;  great  pots  of 
salvia,  in  bloom,  glorified  each  corner,  and  displays  of  colors  were  so 
made  as  to  heighten  the  general  good  effect,  while  choice  hanging 
baskets  of  plants  graced  the  windows  in  rear  of  the  platform. 

Four  long  tables  extending  the  entire  length  of  the  Hall,  and  set  off 
with  a  rare  selection  of  flowers  and  fruit,  were  spread  as  the  board  at 
a  Horticultural  Banquet  should  be,  by  Mr.  Augustus  Marrs,  caterer. 
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The  whole  arrangement  was  tasteful  in  the  extreme,  reflecting  great 
credit  upon  Dr.  Samuel  Flagg,  whose  labors  of  love  are  so  untiringly 
rendered  to  the  Society. 

The  company  was  conducted  to  the  tables  at  8  o'clock, — Messrs.. 
Barnard  &  Richardson's  full  orchestra  furnishing  a  musical  welcome- 
as  it  tiled  into  the  hall.  Col.  Geo.  W.  Richardson,  President  of  the- 
Society,  occupied  the  seat  of  honor,  while  on  his  right  and  left  were 
Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder  of  Boston,  President  of  the  Massachusetts 
Horticultural  Society,  and  Dr.  George  B.  Loring,  President  of  the 
New  England  Agricultural  Society.  Past  and  present  officers  of  the 
Worcester  Society,  most  of  them  seated  at  the  table  on  the  platform, 
showed  their  interest  by  being  present,  among  them  Mayor  Earle,  one 
of  the  Trustees,  and  Ex-Presidents  Stephen  Salisbury,  John  Milton 
Earle,  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Francis  H.  Dewey,  J.  Henry  Hill,  and 
George  Jaques,  Ex-Secretary  Samuel  F.  Haven,  Samuel  H.  Colton, 
the  Treasurer,  George  E.  Francis  the  Secretary,  and  the  venerable 
Anthony  Chase,  one  of  the  original  corporators.  The  assembly 
included  a  general  representation  of  the  Horticultural  and  Agricul- 
tural interests  in  this  vicinity,  as  well  as  of  the  wealth  and  character 
of  Worcester.  In  this  respect  the  gathering  was  indeed  remarkable. 
A  noticeable  charm,  one  indeed  which  has  always  crowned  the  Festivals 
of  this  society,  was  the  conspicuous  and  welcome  presence  of  ladies. 

In  extending  an  official  and  formal  welcome  to  the  assembled 
guests,  Col.  Richardson  spoke  as  follows  : — 

ADDRESS   OF   HON.   GEO.   W.  RICHARDSON. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural 
Society  : — It  is  my  pleasant  duty,  surrounded  as  I  am  by  these  mag- 
nates of  Horticulture  and  distinguished  citizens,  to  welcome  you  to 
this  banquet  and  to  this  hall  which  is  emphatically  your  own.  This 
Society,  incorporated  in  1842  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  with 
the  right  to  hold  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  $1500,  is  now  the 
owner  of  this  valuable  hall  in  which  we  are  assembled,  and  stores 
under  it,  which  are  worth  at  least  $50,000,  and  owes  no  man  (and  I 
must  say  in  these  days)  or  woman,  a  dollar.  Surely,  it  is  a  time  for 
rejoicing  ;  surely,  it  is  a  suitable  time  for  a  banquet. 

The  four  original  corporators  mentioned  in  the  act  were  John 
Green,  Anthony  Chase,  F.  W.  Paine  and  G.  W.  Richardson.  John 
Green  was  the  first  president,  Anthony  Chase  was  the  first  librarian, 
and  F.  W.  Paine  the  first  treasurer.    Mr.  Paine  was  a  constant  and 


1871.] 


FESTIVAL  OF  COMMEMORATION. 


29 


devoted  friend,  having  done  as  much  for  this  society  as  any  member, 
not  forgetting  the  munificent  Waldo,  Salisbury,  Butman,  and  many 
others  who  have  often  lent  a  helping  hand.  How  nobly  has  this 
society  repaid  its  benefactors  ;  how  nobly  has  it  kept  pace  with  this 
flourishing  city.  When  blocks,  houses  and  streets  have  taken  posses- 
sion of  some  of  our  best  gardens  and  nurseries,  immediately  the 
horticulturist  is  found  busily  at  work  preparing  new  grounds,  so  that 
our  annual  exhibitions  have  not  diminished  but  increased,  to  such  an 
extent  that  this  hall,  which  when  it  was  built  was  thought  large 
enough  for  all  time,  has  proved  insufficient  for  our  last  exhibitions, 
and  we  have  for  this  year  and  the  last  occupied  Mechanics  Hall  with 
great  success,  one  of  the  largest  in  this  Commonwealth. 

If  we  look  back  to  the  time  when  we  were  in  Waldo  Hall,  we  shall 
find  that  we  had  not  fruit  enough  to  fill  the  tables  even  in  that  small 
hall,  and  the  duties  were  performed  by  two  committees.  In  those 
days  we  had  recourse  to  works  of  art,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  an 
interest  in  our  exhibitions.  Pictures  and  statuary  from  the  houses  of 
members  were  sent  to  decorate  the  hall  In  the  year  1840  we  had  a 
report  on  paintings  from  the  accomplished  chairman  of  the  committee, 
Samuel  F.  Haven,  Esq.,  the  first  secretary  of  this  society. 

In  looking  through  the  records  and  transactions  of  this  society  we 
find  it  foremost  also  in  all  progress,  and  even  as  early  as  1849  it  con- 
ceded the  rights  of  woman,  that  she  had  talent  both  to  act  and  advise 
independently.  The  Committee  on  flowers  that  year  contained  the 
names  of  Mrs.  M.  D.  Phillips,  Mrs.  P.  S.  Cantield  and  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Richardson. 

In  1851,  this  society  held  its  first  meeting  in  this  hall,  and  did 
not  offer  any  premiums.  Such  was  the  condition  of  its  finances 
that  an  honorable  mention  was  all  the  contributors  received.  This 
year  our  exhibition  has  been  in  Mechanics  Hall,  and  our  premiums 
$1,000. 

We  must  not  stop  here  ;  it  is  not  wisdom  to  sit  down  and  do  noth- 
ing but  talk  over  our  success,  and  count  up  our  wealth.  We  must  go 
on,  and  with  our  annual  income,  which  is  considerable,  offer  larger 
premiums  to  cultivators  and  producers,  and  after  we  have  done  this, 
save  enough  from  our  yearly  rentals  to  create  a  fund  which  shall  enable 
us  to  build,  in  after  days,  a  spacious  and  magnificent  hall.  I  think 
we  can  look  forward  to  this  achievement  with  much  less  doubt  and 
anxiety  than  we  did  at  the  beginning  to  accomplish  what  we  have 
at  the  present  day.  Keep  what  you  have,  and  make  it  earn  for  you 
what  you  want. 

In  conclusion  let  me  say,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  inflict  upon  you  a  long 
address  in  this  presence,  that  this  society  is  in  every  respect  in  a  most 
flourishing  condition. 
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The  tables  having  been  relieved  in  a  measure  of  their  abundance, 
Col.  Richardson  asked  the  attention  of  the  audience  to  the  following 
letter  from  an  honored  member  of  the  society,  ex-Gov.  Bullock  : 

G o  v .  bullock's  letter. 

Elm  Street,  Sept.  25,  1871. 

My  Dear  Sir  : — I  much  regret  that  I  cannot  be  in  town  at  the  time 
of  the  Horticultural  Banquet  to  which  you  kindly  invite  me,  and  that 
I  therefore  shall  lose  the  high  enjoyments  of  that  occasion.  I  con- 
gratulate you  and  all  the  members  that  at  the  end  of  a  period  about 
equal  to  that  which  is  usually  assigned  to  a  whole  generation  of  men, 
our  society  can  survey  such  a  field  of  beneficence  and  beauty,  grown 
up  under  the  culture  of  its  hand,  and  that  it  can  look  hopefully  forward 
to  yet  richer  fruit  of  its  labors  in  the  future  years. 

I  especially  wish  I  might  be  with  you  at  the  feast,  to  express  there 
how  profoundly  in  my  judgment  the  whole  country  is  under  obliga- 
tions to  the  distinguished  gentleman  who  has  consented  to  honor  our 
tables  by  his  presence.  Of  course  I  allude  to  the  Hon.  Marshall  P. 
Wilder.  For  him,  and  for  his  remarkable  labors  in  this  field  of 
culture,  I  may  safely  bespeak  your  cordial  plaudits.  Four  years  ago 
it  was  my  opportunity  to  express  this  sense  of  a  common  gratitude  in 
the  presence  of  a  thousand  ladies  and  gentlemen  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  over  whom  he  presided,  and  who  manifested  their  enthusiastic 
accord  with  the  sentiment.  I  would  say  now,  as  then,  that  Mr. 
Wilder  has  applied  the  results  of  well-earned  commercial  fortune  to 
the  development  of  the  capacities  of  the  earth  and  sky,  so  wisely  and 
so  liberally,  that  in  every  household  and  at  every  fireside  in  America, 
where  the  golden  fruit  of  summer  and  autumn  gladdens  the  side- 
board or  hearthstone,  his  name,  his  generosity,  and  his  services  are 
known  and  honored. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem, 

I  remain  your  obedient  servant. 

ALEX.  H.  BULLOCK. 

The  Hon.  Gr.  W.  Bichardson,  President,  &c. 

Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder,  having  been  called  up  by  a  complimen- 
tary speech  from  Col.  Bichardson,  was  received  with  applause  as  he  rose 
to  speak,  and  listened  to  with  interest  through  the  course  of  his 
remarks,  which  were  very  brief.  He  began  by  saying  that  the  Wor- 
cester County  Horticultural  Society,  might  justl}T  be  called  a  compeer 
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of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  which  he  was  present  to 
represent,  although  they  are  not  quite  coeval.  He  spoke  of  the  won- 
derful improvements  in  agriculture  and  horticulture  within  the  last 
hundred  years,  and  attributed  it  mainly  to  the  efforts  of  Agricultural 
and  Horticultural  Societies.  He  dated  the  reform  from  1785,  in  which 
year  the  First  Agricultural  Society  was  formed  in  the  country,  in 
Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia,  with  Timothy  Pickering  as  its  first 
president,  which  was  followed  in  1792  by  the  formation  of  a  similar 
society  in  Massachusetts. 

It  was  not  until  1806  that  the  first  Horticultural  Society  was  founded 
in  London.  In  1827  the  interests  of  horticulture  were  affiliated  with 
those  of  agriculture  in  Pennsylvania ;  in  Massachusetts,  a  horticul- 
tural society  was  formed  in  1819,  in  New  Haven  in  1832,  and  here  in 
the  city  of  Worcester,  in  1840,  the  society,  whose  independence  the 
company  was  then  celebrating,  was  formed.  Since  then  the  interest 
has  continued  to  increase,  and  also  the  varieties  of  various  kinds  of 
of  fruit.  At  this  last  date,  he  said  but  few  fruits  had  names,  there 
being  only  the  Isabella  and  Catawba  grapes  in  place  of  the  long  list 
now  introduced.  Only  a  few  pears  were  known  by  name,  which  are  all 
now  obsolete,  while  from  800  to  1,000  new  varieties  have  since  been 
originated.  The  same  is  true  of  strawberries,  peaches  and  other  fruits. 
But  these  progressive  achievements  had  not  been  confined  to  horticul- 
ture alone,  he  said ;  agriculture  had  gone  forward  still  more  wonder- 
fully, from  the  old  wooden  plow,  with  which  our  grandfathers  endea- 
vored to  pulverize  the  soil,  to  the  wonderful  steam  plow,  which  moves 
like  a  thing  of  life  over  the  broad  acres  of  the  west.  Pie  spoke  of  the 
advantages  of  educating  the  taste,  rejoiced  at  being  present,  and  closed 
by  saying  that  he  had  passed  the  summit  of  the  hill  of  life  and  was 
descending  on  the  other  side  ;  that  if  he  had  done  aught  to  promote 
the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  mankind,  it  was  comfort  enough  to  sus- 
tain him  in  his  declining  years. 

Dr.  George  B.  Loring  was  next  introduced  by  the  President  as  the 
"  foremost  advocate  and  champion  of  Agriculture.''  He  was  received 
with  general  applause  and  spoke  as  follows : — 

REMARKS  OF  DR.  LORING. 

Mr.  President  and  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: — I  recognize  in  the  senti- 
ment to  which  we  have  just  listened  the  warm-hearted  generosity  and 
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kindness  of  the  President  of  this  Society.  He  knew  well  that  my  return 
to  Worcester  at  this  time  was  attended  with  embarrassment  and  feelings 
of  an  indescribable  nature,  which  his  kindness  led  him  to  endeavor  to 
soothe  and  soften.  [Applause.]  He  knew  well  that  when  the  storm 
had  burst  over  my  head,  or  at  my  feet — and  I  never  have  found  out 
exactly  which — I  took  myself  immediately  to  the  rural  districts,  and 
from  that  time  to  this,  from  Barre  to  Bridgewater,  I  have  been  engaged 
in  advocating  the  great  and  peaceful  pursuits  of  agriculture. 
[Applause.]  I  have  no  doubt  he  thought  my  mind  was  running  con- 
tinually in  that  direction,  and  that  it  would  be  a  kind  and  generous 
thing  to  put  me  upon  the  old  beat,  so  that  I  could  travel  it  without 
difficulty. 

Now,  my  friends,  while  I  am  grateful  to  him  for  that  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  accept  the  temptation.  I  know  well  that  there  is  a  hand- 
maiden to  agriculture  which  deserves  the  attention  and  consideration 
of  every  gallant  advocate,  at  least  of  the  first  great  business.  I  know 
well  that  while  agriculture  lies  at  the  foundation,  it  is  really  the  mas- 
culine side  of  human  life,  and  I  am  disposed  to  refresh  myself  for  a  few 
moments  with  the  other  side,  and  take  her  by  the  hand  and  soothe  my 
feelings  in  a  way  in  which  your  chairman  has  yet  failed  to  do.  Now, 
my  friends,  Lord  Bacon  tells  us  that  "  God  Almighty  first  planted  a 
garden,  and  indeed,  it  is  the  foremost  of  pleasures  ;  it  is  the  greatest 
refreshment  to  the  spirit  of  man,  without  which  buildings  and  palaces 
are  but  gross  handiwork."  How  true  that  is  !  Why,  we  learn  that  man 
was  placed  in  a  garden,  not  on  a  farm.  It  was  but  little  comfort  that 
he  could  find  amid  the  severe  cares  and  duties  of  the  farm  (applause) 
for  himself  or  his  lineal  descendants.  There  might  have  been  profit, 
there  might  have  been  substantial  effort,  but  not  that  charm  of  culti- 
vated nature  which  one  finds  when  he  returns  to  that  spot  in  which 
his  ancestors  were  placed. 

It  is  gardens  too  that  are  classical.  We  indeed  read  in  the  old 
writers,  accounts  of  the  details  of  farm  life,  and  Virgil  tells  us  how  a 
swarm  of  bees  can  be  obtained  from  the  carcass  of  a  steer,  and  informs 
us  of  the  structure  of  the  plough  and  modes  of  cultivation  in  his  day  ; 
but  it  is  to  gardens  that  we  are  brought  for  the  most  poetic  illustra- 
tions, and  it  is  only  when  we  are  brought  into  the  garden  that  we  feel 
that  we  are  thoroughly  refreshed.  Now  that  is  in  accordance  with  one 
great  law  of  our  nature.  We  educate  ouselves  to  the  business  of  life 
by  hard  endeavor.  We  desire  to  be  good  merchants,  good  lawyers, 
good  clergymen,  good  farmers,  good  benefactors,  good  business  men  of 
every  description,  and  one  part  of  the  business  of  life  is  to  strengthen 
our  muscle  and  our  brain  for  the  service  which  is  assigned  us  here  in 
the  world.  But  there  is  one  side  of  our  nature  which  we  should  never 
forget,  and  it  is  that  which  finds  expression  in  poetry,  in  art,  in  a  gar- 
den. It  is  the  aesthetic  culture,  it  is  that  side  which  is  so  nearly  allied 
to  the  best  side  within  us,  that  it  almost  forms  a  part  of  the  divinity 
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that  is  within  man,  the  finest  sentiment  which  he  possesses,  and  which 
draws  him  with  kindly  affections  toward  his  family  and  his  friends,  and 
that  finds  expression  in  every  form  of  art,  the  work  of  the  poet,  the 
painter;  the  sculptor  and  every  artist.  But  that  taste  is  so  developed 
by  aesthetic  culture  that  power  is  given  us  to  convert  an  acre  of  ground 
into  the  most  charming  picture,  and  that  material  which  is  ordinarily 
used  as  an  external  protection  to  our  dwellings  is  converted  by  the 
hand  of  man  into  that  which  seems  to  come  from  the  hand  of  God. 
And  it  is  the  cultivation  of  this  power  which  has  given  man  so  much 
of  his  immortality.  In  Greece  it  wrote  the  history  of  great  men  and 
great  deeds  in  enduring  marble,  inspired  all  with  the  highest  thoughts 
of  beauty,  and  everywhere,  and  in  all  times  it  has  brought  forth  the 
work  of  our  poets  and  our  artists. 

Now  it  is  one  part,  an  important  part  of  education,  that  this  faculty 
called  taste  should  be  given  a  proper  direction  in  our  earliest  days,  and 
I  think  too  great  care  cannot  be  taken  that  all  should  be  accustomed 
in  early  life  to  those  objects  which  will  give  a  proper  direction  to  our 
tastes  hereafter.  The  young  man  brought  up  among  the  scenes  and 
objects  of  the  farm  goes  to  the  city,  acquires  a  fortune,  and  instantly 
begins  to  exercise  those  tastes,  which  he  acquired  in  his  childhood.  It 
is  his  horse  and  his  dog  that  are  his  favorites — but  there  is  danger  in 
horses  and  dogs.  I  am  not  entirely  in  favor  of  what  are  called  agri- 
cultural horse  trots.  I  only  desire  that  the  people  should  find  recrea- 
tion to  relieve  the  burden  and  monoton}^  of  life ;  and  I  would  substi- 
tute for  these  tastes  so  common  among  us,  were  it  possible,  those  finer 
tastes  which  come  with  our  early  associations,  with  horticulture 
and  poetry  and  art,  and  I  would  rejoice  to  see  every  man  as  he 
acquires  his  fortune,  gratifying  his  tastes  by  devotion  to  his  garden, 
instead  of  to  other  forms  of  amusement  less  refined  and  less  elevating. 
I  would  also  rejoice  to  see  every  laboring  man  so  educated  and  so  situ- 
ated that  his  house  and  his  garden  would  be  his  favorite  objects  of 
care  and  culture  in  his  hours  of  leisure.  I  join  hands  therefore  with 
my  venerable  friend  in  the  work  of  developing  agriculture.  Like  Vir- 
gil I  find  no  other  business  than  that  of  teaching  the  best  modes  of 
conducting  what  may  be  called  the  masculine  side  of  the  question,  and 
so  I  discuss  the  best  modes  of  cultivation,  the  best  implements  of  hus- 
bandry, and  the  best  animals  to  be  placed  upon  our  farms.  I  have  no 
other  work  to  do,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  am  allowed  to  do  no 
other.  [Laughter.] 

He  proceeded  to  speak  of  his  interest  in  practical  farming  and 
alluded  to  several  points  in  which  much  yet  remains  to  be  accom- 
plished, before  perfection  is  reached.  One  of  these  points  was  the 
construction  of  ploughs  :  he  considered  the  present  implement  as 
wrong  in  its  principle  of  construction,  and  said  it  must  be  and  ought 
to  be  supplanted  by  something  better.  He  considered  even  Knox's 
line  "g  f  4"  a  failure.  (This  allusion  to  the  elementary  line  in  the 
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diagrams  of  the  Knox  plough,  which  is  deservedly  popular,  was 
received  by  some  of  the  audience  as  a  facetious  reflection  on  Hon.  G. 
F.  Hoar,*  who  was  present,  and  they  applauded  accordingly.)  He 
lauded  agriculture  as  his  chosen  pursuit  but  would  unite  with  Col. 
Wilder  hand  in  hand  as  he  devotes  himself  to  the  feminine  side  of 
this  question  and  brings  to  the  work  all  the  taste  and  all  the  beauty  that 
go  with  the  art  of  horticulture.  Thanking  you  for  your  attention,  and 
congratulating  you  that  the  lateness  of  the  hour  and  the  necessity  of 
my  return  to  Boston  must  cut  short  my  speech,  I  congratulate  you 
upon  the  success  of  your  society  and  wish  it  all  prosperity  in  the 
future.  [Applause.] 

Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury  was  called  upon  to  speak  in  response  to  a 
sentiment  alluding  to  the  city  of  Worcester,  and  made  a  short  and 
entertaining  speech.  He  had  enjoyed  the  good  things  of  Worcester  a 
long  time,  he  said,  and  had  good  reason  to  rejoice  in  its  prosperity, 
and  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society, 
for  which  he  considered  himself  entitled  to  some  credit,  inasmuch  as 
he  had  always  brought  to  its  fairs  large  contributions  of  fruit,  flowers 
and  vegetables,  for  other  people  to  beat.  He  gave  an  interesting 
sketch  of  the  manner  in  which  the  early  exhibitions  of  the  society 
were  managed,  and  paid  a  high  tribute  to  the  zeal  and  interest  of  the 
late  F.  W.  Paine,  in  the  society. 

Samuel  F.  Haven,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  American  Antiquarian 
Society,  and  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Horticultural  Society  after  its 
incorporation  by  the  General  Court,  in  response  to  the  call  of  the 
President,  made  an  interesting  speech  in  the  course  of  which  he 
indulged  in  pleasant  reminiscences  of  old  days — of  the  years  preceding 
or  immediately  following  1840,  which  he  styled  the  Augustan  year  of 
Worcester.  He  described  the  Worcester  of  old  times,  when  she 
almost  incarnated  herself  in  the  annual  Agricultural  and  Horticultural 
exhibition.  It  was  a  small  town  then,  but  he  believed  that  in  political 
and  social  position  and  importance,  in  standing  and  influence  in  the 
Commonwealth,  and  in  its  men  of  enterprise,  intellect  and  ability,  it  was 
then  comparatively  greater  than  to-day.  He  closed  with  an  apprecia- 
tive tribute  to  the  memory  of  William  Lincoln,  saying  that  the  place 
he  occupied  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  here  is  still  vacant.    He  here 

::\uTK>  Hon.  George  F.  Hoar  was  President  of  the  Republican  State  Convention, 

which,  just  a  week  previous,  failed  to  nominate  Dr.  Loring  as  its  candidate  for  Governor. 
At  this  same  convention,  as  stated  lugubriously  by  himself,  Stephen  S.  Foster  attended 
the  obsequies  of  his  butler. 
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read  a  letter  from  Col.  T.  W.  Higginson,  of  Newport,  regretting  his 
inability  to  be  present,  and  congratulating  the  members  of  the  society 
on  the  fact  that  they  found  time  to  give  attention  to  a  more  agreeable 
apple  than  the  apple  of  political  discord. 

Hon.  John  Milton  Earle,  being  hailed  as  the  "  great  Noinencla- 
tor  "  of  the  Society,  spoke  briefly  in  pleasant  reminiscence  of  its  early 
days,  giving  some  interesting  statements  relative  to  its  growth. 

Mr.  Stephen  S.  Foster  reluctantly  rose  in  response  to  a  call  from 
the  President,  and  made  one  of  the  best  speeches  of  the  evening.  He 
said  he  was  not  in  a  mood  for  speaking,  for  he  had  just  buried  his 
Butler  and  was  still  in  mourning ;  and,  more  than  that,  his  mind  was 
not  at  all  relieved  by  all  the  cheering  he  heard.  He  congratulated 
the  society  on  what  it  has  done  for  the  community  as  well  as  for  itself, 
and,  raising  a  dish  of  fruit  in  his  hand,  said  that  he  remembered  the 
time  when  all  the  wealth  of  Worcester  could  not  procure  such  fruit  as 
was  seen  on  the  tables  in  abundance — money  could  not  buy  it.  Much 
has  been  accomplished  by  Horticultural  Societies  in  the  way  of  driving 
second  and  third  rate  fruit  from  farms  and  markets,  and  still  more 
must  yet  be  done.  Speaking  of  flowers,  he  said  he  regarded  them  as 
having  a  salutary  moral  effect ;  he  considered  them  preachers  of  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ ;  in  all  his  travels  he  had  never  failed  to  find  a 
welcome,  cleanliness  and  comfort  where  there  were  flowers  in  the 
window ;  they  were  the  product  of  refinement,  and  had  a  refining 
influence.  He  said  that  he  was  compelled  from  a  sense  of  duty  to 
abstain  from  the  delightful  task  of  cultivating  flowers ;  they  capti- 
vated and  absorbed  his  mind,  which  he  could  not  allow  to  be  done, 
for  his  thoughts  were  engaged  in  solving  that  great  problem  which 
will  only  be  solved  when  every  man  can  sit  under  his  own  vine  and 
fig  tree  and  not  under  those  of  another.  He  was  happy  in  the  owner- 
ship of  land  and  a  home ;  and  his  religion,  he  said,  consisted  in 
endeavoring  to  give  to  every  other  man  what  he  himself  prized  and 
enjoyed. 

Hon.  George  F.  Hoar,  who  was  the  next  speaker,  indulged  in  a 
humorous  account  of  his  early  horticultural  associations.  He  alluded 
to  Dr.  Loring's  remark  in  regard  to  the  line  "  g  f  4,  "  and  said  that  in 
view  of  the  results  of  the  recent  convention,  with  which  he,  the 
speaker,  had  something  to  do,  the  Doctor  might  perhaps  be  justified  in 
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considering  him  a  failure,  but  he  was  glad  to  know  that  a  gentleman 
living  at  the  other  end  of  the  State,  thought  differently,  a  reply  which 
was  received  with  applause.  He  took  issue  with  Mr.  Haven  in  regard 
to  the  standing  of  the  Worcester  of  to-day  and  that  of  1840,  and 
spoke  spiritedly  of  its  growth  and  development,  in  all  the  elements  of 
power  and  greatness,  forty  years  ago.  What  business  man  of  that 
day  could  manage  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  like  Mr.  Waldo 
Lincoln,  or  take  charge  with  success  of  an  institution  like  Mr.  Cromp- 
ton's  shop  or  Mr.  Moen's.  As  to  professions,  he  did  not  undertake 
to  judge  of  others,  but  in  his  own,  he  did  not  believe  the  man  could 
have  been  found  in  Worcester  forty  years  ago,  or  could  be  found  else- 
where in  Massachusetts  to-day,  who  in  that  highest  form  of  intellect- 
ual capacity — the  power  of  persuading  intelligent  minds  by  cogent 
and  persuasive  argument,  could  surpass  Mr.  Aldrich  ;  or  for  exhaust- 
less  and  profound  legal  learning  was  the  equal  of  Mr.  Bacon.  He 
would  be  amused  to  have  the  Worcester  bar  of  forty  years  ago  put 
together  their  intellects  on  one  side  of  a  complicated  equity  cause, 
with  Mr.  T.  L.  Nelson  on  the  other,  and  see  where  they  would  prob- 
ably land.  But,  he  said,  it  has  been  always  thus ;  even  in  the  days  of 
Homer,  the  men  of  the  past  were  greater  than  those  of  the  present : — 

"A  ponderous  stone  bold  Hector  heaved  to  throw, 

Pointed  above  and  rough  and  gross  below; 

Not  two  strong  men  the  enormous  weight  could  raise, 

Such  men  that  live  in  these  degenerate  days ; 

Yet  this,  as  easy  as  the  swain  could  bear 

The  snowy  fleece,  he  tossed  and  shook  in  air.  " 

Hon.  Henry  Chapin  made  a  characteristic  speech,  and  read  a 
poem,  which  he  said  he  found  while  moving  his  house  ;  it  was  a  moving 
poem. 

Mr.  Stephen  S.  Foster  spoke  again  briefly  in  support  of  Mr. 
Hoars  estimate  of  Worcester,  and  of  his  individual  opinion  that 
Tatnuck  is  the  model  centre  of  this  model  city. 

Mayor  Earle  followed  in  reply  to  a  sentiment  touching  his  official 
position. 

Remarks  complimentary  to  Edward  W.  Lincoln,  Esq.,  Secretary 
from  1861  to  1871,  brought  out  Dr.  Francis,  the  present  Secretary, 
with  a  note  from  Mr.  Lincoln  in  which  that  gentleman  explained  the 
cause  of  his  absence  to  be  chills  and  fever,  a  visitation  of  which  did  not 
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leave  him  in  a  mood  to  "  dwell  in  marble  "  or  even  horticultural  halls. 
He  regretted  that  he  was  not  to  be  present  to  greet  the  father  of  Amer- 
ican pomology  (Col.  Wilder,)  and  sent  in  a  sentiment — "The  President 
of  our  Society  !  One  of  the  original  corporators  !  After  the  lapse  of 
an  entire  generation,  we  present  him,  this  day,  among  our  ( single 
specimens, ' — '  primus  interlards  /  '  " 

Col.  Wilder  here  supplemented  his  former  remarks  with  a  short  but 
feeling  allusion  to  his  love,  from  boyhood,  of  fruits  and  flowers  and 
everything  pertaining  to  rural  life. 

PIexry  H.  Chamberlin,  Esq.,  spoke  briefly,  concluding  with  the 
facetious  opinion  that  the  talk  about  improvement  in  fruit  was  all  gam- 
mon, for  after  all  the  attempts  made  to  improve  the  wild  strawberry, 
we  had  only  succeeded  in  producing  one  that  is  still  Wilder. 

At  a  late  hour  the  Orchestra,  which  had  enlivened  the  evening  with 
choice  selections,  played  a  retiring  march,  bringing  to  a  seasonable  close 
the  pleasures  of  a  Festival  which  had  been  very  agreeable  to  all  who 
were  present. 


REPORTS. 


REPORT  ON  APPLES. 

Elijah  B.  Stoddard,  Chairman;  S.  II.  Colton,  S.  A.  Cushing, 
J.  Frank  Allen,  S.  S.  Foster,  S.  A.  King,  J.  K.  L.  Pickford, 
Joseph  Boyden,  of  Worcester  ;  Cyrus  White,  of  Millbury,  Isaac  B. 
Hartwell,  of  Oxford. 

The  Committee  on  Apples  submit  the  following  report : 

CLASS  1.    For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  six  speci- 


mens of  each  variety,  no  entry. 
CLASS  2.    For  the  best  twenty  varieties,  of  twelve  specimens 
each,  no  entry. 

CLASS  3.    For  the  best  twelve  varieties,  of  twelve  specimens 

each,  Stephen  S.  Foster  $10  00 

For  the  second  best,  E.  M.  Banning   8  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  entry. 
CLASS  4.    For  the  best  six  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each, 

O.  B.  Hadwen   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Henry  Marble,  of  Millbury   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  Cyrus  White,  of  Millbury   2  00 

CLASS  5.    For  the  best  three  varieties,  no  entry. 
SINGLE  DISHES.    For  the  best  twelve  Baldwin,  Eri  Saun- 
ders  /   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Cogswell,  no  entry. 


For  the  best  twelve  Duchess  of  Oldenburg,  no  entry. 
For  the  best  twelve  Golden  Sweet,  no  entry. 
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For  the  best  twelve  Gravenstein,  Addison  Lovell,  of  West 


Boylston   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Holden  Pippin,  no  award. 

For  the  best  twelve  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Joseph  E. 

Phelps  ■   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Ladies'  Sweeting,  no  entry. 

For  the  best  twelve  Leicester  Sweet,  J.  K.  L.  Pickford.  .  .    2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Maiden's  Blush,  no  award. 

For  the  best  twelve  Mother,  no  award. 

For  the  best  twelve  Northern  Sjyy,  no  award. 

For  the  best  twelve  Porter,  Eri  Saunders   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Rhode  Island  Greening,  Eri  Saunders  2  00 
For  the  best  twelve  Roxbury  Russett,  John  Hillard   2  00 


For  the  best  twelve  Sheppard's  Sweet,  S.  S.  Foster   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Williams'  Early  Red,  no  entry. 
For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  sort,  no  award. 


GRATUITIES. 

Pumpkin  Sweet,  William  Y.  Holman   2  00 

Porter,  William  Howe,  of  Millbury   2  00 

Porter,  George  J.  McCracken,  of  Millbury   2  00 

Fall  Harvey,  Warren  Harris,  of  Millbury,   2  00 

Baldwin,  D.  B.  Comins   2  00 

Baldwin,  Joseph  E.  Phelps   2  00 

Baldwin,  Warren  Harris,  of  Millbury   2  00 


REPORT  ON  GRAPES,  PEACHES,  &c. 

Edwin  Conant,  Chairman  ;  George  Jaques,  S.  V.  Stoxe,  T. 
M.  Lamb,  Horatio  Phelps,  of  Worcester,  Paul  Whitin,  George 
Cruickshanks,  of   Whitinsville,  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton.,  and 


Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston. 

For  the  best  collection,  grown  under  glass,  P.  L.  Moen...$12  00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  Salisbury  10  00 

For  the  third  best,  W.  T.  Merrifield     6  00 
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For  the  best  two  clusters  of  Black  Hamburg,  W.  T.  Merrifield.    2  00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  Salisbury   1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  other  black  grape,  P.  L.  Moen.    2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award. 
For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  White  Muscat,  S.  Salisbury.  .    2  00 

For  the  second  best,  P.  L.  Moen   1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  other  variety  of  white,  S. 

Salisbury   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award. 
For  the  best  collection  of  well-ripened  out-door  grapes,  not  less 

than  six  varieties,  Joseph  C.  Lovell,  West  Boylston.  .    8  00 

For  the  second  best,  Charles  Nash   5  00 

For  the  third  best,  D.  S.  Goddard   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Concord,  Thos.  A.  Dawson ...    3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Delaware,  J.  E.  Phelps   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Diana,  J.  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitins- 

ville   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Eumelan,  F.  J.  Kinney,   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Hartford  Prolific,  State  Lunatic 

Hospital,   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Iona,  J.  C.  Whitin,  Whitinsville. .  3  00 
For  the  best  four  clusters,  of  Isabella,  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  3  00 
For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  3  (Massasoit),  Joseph 

C.  Lovell,  West  Boylston   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  4,  (Wilder),  J.  C. 

Whitin,  Whitinsville   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  9  (Lindley),  Joseph 

C.  Lovell,  West  Boylston   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  15  (Agawam),  Joseph 

C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  19  (Merrimac),  Joseph 

C.  Lovell,  West  Boylston   3  00 

For  the  best  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  43  (Barry),  Joseph  C. 

Lovell,  West  Boylston   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Salem,  Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West 

Boylston  .•  , .    3  00 
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PLUMS. 

[There  was  not  a  Plum  to  be  seen  in  the  Hall.  So  much  more 
industrious  are  his  insect  enemies  than  man.  Sec.~] 

PEACHES. 


For  the  best  collection  of  six  varieties,  not  less  than  ten  speci- 
mens each,  no  entry. 
For  the  best  three  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  no  entry. 
For  the  best  one  variety  of  twelve  specimens,  H.  F.  Loomis.  .  .    3  00 

For  the  second  best,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  D.  S.  Goddard   1  00 

QUINCES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  three  varieties,  no  entry. 

For  the  best  twelve  Orange  Quinces,  Newell  Wood,  Millbury. .     3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Adams  Foster   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety,  no  entry. 


PEARS. 

E.  W.  Lincoln,  Chairman;  J.  Henry  Hill,  Henry  Phelps, 
John  C.  Newton,  James  Draper,  Francis  B.  Rice,  S.  Harrison 
Knox,  of  Worcester,  Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury,  and  John  F. 
Johnson,  of  Northborough. 

CLASS  1.    For  the  best  twenty  varieties  of  twelve  specimens 


each,  S.  S.  Foster  $16  00 

For  the  second  best,  Y.  P.  Townsend   12  00 

For  the  third  best,  Wm.  H.  Earle,  '   10  00 

CLASS  2.    For  the  best  fifteen  varieties  of  twelve  specimens 

each,  James  Draper,    12  00 

For  the  second  best,  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton   9  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award. 
CLASS  3.    For  the  best  ten  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each, 

Alfred  Davis   8  00 

For  the  second  best,  James  F.  Allen   6  00 

For  the  third  best,  Joseph  E.  Phelps   4  00 
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CLASS  4.    For  the  best  five  varieties  of  twelve  specimens 

each,  James  Robinson   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Edward  W.  Lincoln   3  00 

CLASS  5.    For  the  best  three  varieties  of  twelve  specimens 

each,  George  A.  Adams   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Thomas  A.  Dawson   2  00 

SINGLE  DISHES.    For  the  best  twenty-four  Seckel  Pears  on  one 

dish,  George  A.  Brown   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Bartlett,  weight  (5  lbs.  13  oz.,  Thomas 

A.  Dawson   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Belle  Lucrative,  Alfred  Davis   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Bosc,  James  M.  Schofield   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Clairgeau,  V.  P.  Townsend.  .  .    2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  d'Anjou,  V.  P.  Townsend   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  d'  Arenberg,  no  entry. 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Hardy,  Julius  E.  Tucker   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Langelier,  no  entry. 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Superfin,  W.  D.  Holbrook ....     2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Clapp's  Favorite,  no  entry. 

For  the  best  twelve  Dana's  Hovey,  no  award. 


For  the  best  twelve  Doyenne  Boussock,  Newell  Wood,  of 


Millbury   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Doyenne  du  Cornice,  S.  H.  Colton.  ...  3  00 
For  the  best  twelve  Duchesse  d'  Angouleme,  Gerry  Hutch- 
inson •   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Durandeau,  F.  M.  Marble,  Grafton.  ..  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Flemish  Beauty,  James  Draper   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Glout  Morceau,  Edward  W.  Lincoln .  .  2  00 
For  the  best  twelve  Howell,  no  award. 

For  the  best  twelve.  Lawrence,  Alfred  Davis   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  W.  D.  Hol- 
brook  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Marie  Louise,  S.  S.  Foster   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Paradis  d'  Automne,  V.  P.  Townsend .  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Sheldon,  Edward  Earle   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  St.  Ghislain,  R.  N.  Merriam   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Onondaga  (Swan's  Orange,)  Charles 

H.  Morgan   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Urbaniste,  Jonathan  Grout   2  00 
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For  the  best  twelve  Winter  Nelis,  3  lbs.  6  oz.,  Alfred  Davis  3  00 
For  the  best  twelve  of  airy  other  variety,  Beurre  Diel,  Mrs. 

H.  Willis,  of  Leicester   2  00 

Gratuity,  to  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Chamberlain,  Worcester  for  collec- 
tion in  Class  4   2  00 


[The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pears,  pleads  in  excuse  for 
failing  to  make  a  detailed  Report,  that  he  was  compelled  to  assume 
the  duties  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Exhibitions,  in  the 
enforced  absence  of  Mr.  Newton.  He  regrets  this  the  more  because 
of  the  signal  excellence  of  many  varieties,  particularly  among  the 
single  plates,  which  deserved  extended  notice.  e.  w.  l.] 


REPORT  ON  PLANTS,  FLOWERS,  &c. 
J.  S.  Rogers,  Chairman;    John  Milton  Earle,  Clarendon 
Harris,  Charles  Richardson,  D.  S.  Messinger,  Henry  Wood- 
ward, C.  Willard   Hamilton,  and   Henry  A.  Marsh,  of  Wor- 
cester. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  variegated-leaved  plants,  W.  T. 


Merriheld  $20  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury.  .  .'   15  00 

For  the  third  best,  P.  L.  Moen   10  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  greenhouse  plants,  Stephen 

Salisbury    15  00 

For  the  second  best,  W.  T.  Merriheld   10  00 

For  the  third  best,  P.  L.  Moen   6  00 

For  the  best  specimen  plant  not  having  previously  received  a 

premium,  \V.  T.  Merrifield   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  Salisbury   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  P.  L  Moen   '   2  00 

FLORAL  DESIGN.    For  the  best  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Miss  S.  E.  Chamberlin   4  00 

ORNAMENTAL  AND  BEDDING  PLANTS.    For  the  best 

collection,  W.  T.  Merriheld   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  Salisbury   3  00 

RARE  AND  NEW  PLANTS.     For  the  best  collection,  S. 

Salisbury   8  00 

For  the  second  best,  W.  T.  Merriheld   4  00 
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FERNS  AND  LYCOPODS.    For  the  best  collection,  E.  B. 

Hamilton   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   3  00 

For  the  best  collection  in  fernery,  E.  B.  Hamilton   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  C.  D.  Thayer   3  00 

PARLOR  PLANTS.    For  the  best  collection  (amateur),  Mrs. 

W.  Y.  Holman   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Rogers   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award. 
For  the  best  single  plant,  (Passiflora  var.)  Miss  S.  E.  Cham- 

berlin  :   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  H.  L.  Bancroft, (Millbury,)  Lemon  tree  1  00 
CUT    FLOWERS.     For  the  best   collection,   Mrs.  Daniel 

Tainter  6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  A.  I).  Foster   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  Mrs.  S.  M.  Smith   2  00 

For  the  best  stand,  C.  D.  Thayer   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  C.  W.  Hamilton   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Burbank   1  00 

For  the  best  arranged  basket  or  dish,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Baldwin   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter   2  00 

For  the  best  hanging  basket,  plants  to    have  been  growing 

therein  at  least  one  month,  Stephen  Salisbury   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  C.  D.  Thayer   1  00 

For  the  best  hanging  basket,  (amateur),  E.  B.  Hamilton   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  E.  B.  Hamilton   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award. 
PARLOR  BOUQUETS.    For  the  best  pair,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Rich- 
ardson  4  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  A.  D.^Foster   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  Miss  L.  G.  Allen   1  00 

HAND  BOUQUETS.    For  the  best  pair,  Miss  Maria  Fox.  .  .  3  00 

For  the  second  best,  C.  D.  Thayer   1  00 

ROSES.    Class  1.    For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties,  C. 

W.  Hamilton   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  Olm  Bros.,  (Springfield,)   2  00 
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Class  2.    For  the  best  ten  named  varieties,  no  award. 


For  the  second  best,  no  award. 

GLADIOLUS.    For  the  best  collection,  named  or  unnamed 

varieties,  from  any  source,  J.  M.  Earle   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  M.  B.  Green   3  00 

Class  1.    For  the  best  twelve  named  varieties,  J  .M. 

Earle   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  W.  W.  Cook   3  00 

Class  2.    For  the  best  eight  named  varieties,  J.  M. 

Earle   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award. 

For  the  best  specimen  spike,  J.  M.  Earle   1  00 

For  the  best  seedling,  J.  M.  Earle   1  00 

DAHLIAS.    Class  1.    For  the  best  twelve  named  varieties, 

Olm  Bros.,  (Springfield)   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  C.  D.  Thayer   1  00 

Class  2.    For  the  best  ten  liliputian  varieties,  C.  D. 

Thayer   3  00 

ASTERS.    For  the  best  display,  Mrs.  G.  H.  Estabrook   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  John  G.  Hey  wood   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  P.  L.  Moen   1  00 

VERBENAS.    For  the  best  display  of  named  varieties,  C.  W. 

Hamilton   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  C.  D.  Thayer   2  00 

For  the  best  display  of  Seedlings,  J.  G.  Heywood   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  C.  W.  Hamilton   1  00 

PANSIES.    For  the  best  display,  C.  W.  Hamilton   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  C.  D.  Thayer   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  Mrs.  G.  H.  Estabrook   1  00 

CHINA  PINKS.    For  the  best  display,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

HOLLYHOCKS.    For  the  best  collection,  no  award. 

For  the  second  best,  no  award. 
IMMORTELLES.    For  the  best,  collection  of  named  varieties 
no  award  because  none  were  named. 

For  the  second  best,  no  award. 
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CARNATIONS  AND  PICOTEES.    For  the  best  display,  no 
award. 

For  the  second  best,  no  award. 

PETUNIAS.    For  the  best  display,  Miss  A.  M.  Lovell   2  00 

SWEET  PEAS.    For  the  best  display,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Baldwin. .  .  2  00 

ORNAMENTAL  GRASSES.    For  the  best  display,  no  award. 

For  the  second  best,  no  award. 

FERNERY.    For  the  best  Model,  Clinton  Wire  Works   10  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award. 

GRATUITIES. 

Floral  Design,  to  Mrs.  L.  Morey   $2  00 

Plants  for  Ferneries,  to  W.  W.  Cook   2  00 

Ferns  and  Lycopods,  to  W.  T.  Merrifield   2  00 

.Best  Collection  of  Lycopods  in  Fernery,  to  Mrs.  D.  Tainter...  .  2  00 

Cut  Flowers,  to  W.  T.  Merrifield   2  00 

Cut  Flowers,  to  Miss  S.  E.  Chamberlin   1  00 

Basket  or  Dish  of  Cut  Flowers,  to  Miss  Maria  Fox   2  00 

Basket  or  Dish  of  Cut  Flowers,  to  Miss  Mary  W.  Martin   2  00 

Basket  or  Dish  of  Cut  Flowers,  to  Miss  L.  G.  Allen   2  00 

Basket  or  Dish  of  Cut  Flowers,  to  Miss  Annie  R.  Fox   2  00 

Basket  or  Dish  of  Cut  Flowers,  to  Mrs.  L.  Morey   2  00 

Basket  or  Dish  of  Cut  Flowers,  to  Mrs.  C.  W.  Gilbert   2  00 

Basket  or  Dish  of  Cut  Flowers,  to  Miss  Amy  B.  Hadwen   2  00 

Wreath  of  Cut  Flowers,  to  Mrs.  J.  Fitts    1  00 

Hanging  Basket,  to  W.  T.  Merrifield   2  00 


This  basket  was  injured  by  falling,  caused  by  the  breaking  of  a 
wire  used  for  suspending  it,  and  the  committee  recommending  a 
gratuity  equal  to  the  second  premium,  would  refer  the  claim  for  dam- 


ages to  the  Secretary. 

Pair  of  Parlor  Bouquets,  to  S.  Salisbury  '   1  00 

Pair  of  Parlor  Bouquets,  to  P.  L.  Moen   1  00 

Single  Bouquet,  to  Mrs.  C.  A.  Fitts   1  00 

Wild  Flowers,  to  Messrs.  H.  R.  &  L.  F.  Kinney   2  00 

Roses,  to  J.  Draper   2  00 

Seedling  Gladiolus,  to  Miss  A.  M.  Lovell   1  00 

Verbenas,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster   1  00 
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Pansies,  to  J.  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville   1  00 

Immortelles,  to  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

Immortelles,  to  Mrs.  S.  E.  Fisher   1  00 

Petunias,  to  Mrs.-D.  Tainter   1  00 

Petunias,  to  Mrs.  G.  H.  Estabrook   1  00 

Salvias,  to  Mrs.  G.  H.  Estabrook   1  00 

Pansies,  to  Mrs.  E.  Morse   1  00 

Hydrangea,  to  Mrs.  R.  Ball   1  00 

Hydrangea,  to  Mrs.  G.  W.  Richardson   1  00 

Phlox,  to  Mrs.  J.  S.  Baldwin   1  00 

Zinnias,  to  Mrs.  J.  S.  Baldwin.  .    1  00 

Zinnias,  to  Mrs.  Ida  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville   1  00 

Zinnias,  to  Mrs.  G.  H.  Estabrook   1  00 

Japan  Lilies,  to  J.  Draper .  .  .  .'   1  00 

Floral  Design,  to  W.  T.  Merrifield   1  00 


REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 

Committee.  Henry  L.  Parker,  Chairman  ;  George  A. 
Adams,  Thomas  R.  Noroross,  J.  D.  Lovell,  Rufus  Carter, 
O.  B.  Hadwen,  Sylvanus  Sears,  Charles  Belcher,  Alex- 
ander Marsh,  and  George  G.  Burrank,  of  Worcester. 

While  the  Society  in  creating  this  Department  have  acted  regard- 
less of  Goethe's  Maxim,  "  Stud)'  the  beautiful  and  let  the  useful  take 
care  of  itself,  "  the  wisdom  of  its  course  lias  been  demonstrated  in 
the  increased  interest  a-d  livelier  competition  manifested  from  year  to 
year  in  the  exhibition  of  Vegetables,  culminating  at  the  present  exhi- 
bition in  a  display  so  great  as  to  overflow  its  natural  boundaries,  and 
unparalleled  by  that  of  any  former  year  in  the  size,  variety,  and  excel- 
lence of  the  specimens  exhibited. 

The  roots  and  squashes  in  the  several  displays  of  the  brothers  Sears 
and  of  P.  L.  Moen,  should  be  noted  for  their  fairness,  smoothness  and 
general  excellence,  reflecting  great  credit  on  these  contributors  for  the 
care  manifested  by  them  in  preserving  the  purity  of  seed. 
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The  State  Lunatic  Hospital  also  deserves  honorable  mention  for 
their  large  and  valuable  collection  of  vegetables  and  their  excellent 
tomatoes.* 

The  entries  of  Potatoes  were  larger  in  number  and  comprised  a 
greater  variety  than  any  previous  year.  Many  of  these  entries  were 
of  unusual  excellence.  Some  of  the  varieties  however  which  contrib- 
uted to  the  making  up  of  individual  entries  were  not  such  as  potato 
growers  would  recommend  for  cultivation.  Nor  were  the  specimens  of 
many  of  these  varieties  such  as  to  reflect  credit  upon  those  exhibiting 
them.  Inasmuch  as  the  really  valuable  varieties  might  be  narrowed 
down  to  a  dozen  or  fifteen,  the  Committee  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  in  making  the  premium  list  for  the  next  annual  exhibition, 
the  varieties  for  the  largest  and  best  collection  of  potatoes  should  be 
limited  so  as  not  to  exceed  about  that  number. 

The  display  of  Tomatoes  in  both  the  general  collections  and  the 
entries  for  special  premiums  were  unusually  fine.  The  display  for 
special  premiums  embracing  twenty-seven  different  varieties.  The 
history  of  this  vegetable  as  regards  its  rapid  and  wonderful  growth 
in  public  favor  is  somewhat  remarkable.  Prior  to  the  year  1830 
it  was  hardly  recognized  as  an  eatable  plant.  If  cultivated  at  all 
it  was  rather  for  ornament  than  use,  and  was  known  as  the  "love 
apple, "  or  "  golden-  apple,  "  names  which  it  still  retains  in  France  and 
Italy.  To-day  in  the  United  States  especially,  it  has  become  an 
almost  universal  article  of  diet,  and  though  belonging  to  the  same 
order  as  some  of  the  most  noxious  of  plants,  as  the  deadly  nightshade, 
it  is  regarded  by  the  faculty  as  one  of  the  most  wholesome  of  escu- 
lents. It  is  said  that  a  species  called  the  Humboldt  and  thought  to  be 
a  perennial  was  introduced  into  Europe  some  years  since,  but  it  does 
not  seem  as  yet  to  have  made  its  way  into  this  country.  The  qualities 
most  to  be  desired  in  seeking  improved  varieties  are  earliness,  produc- 
tiveness, freedom  from  a  tendency  to  decay,  solidity  or  thick  meated- 
ness  (though  on  this  point  tastes  differ,  some  preferring  a  medium 
thickness  of  meat)  and  evenness  in  ripening.  Several  varieties  have 
more  or  less  of  these  qualities.  For  earliness  the  Wilcott  can  hardly 
be  excelled  and  it  is  also  very  productive.    The  Trophy  is  solid,  large 

*  In  justice  to  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital  it  should  be  said  that  owing  to  a  misunder- 
standing, the  Committee  did  not  learn  that  this  Institution  was  on  the  list  of  competi- 
tors until  after  the  award  of  premiums, 
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and  of  excellent  flavor.  The  Gen.  Grant  ripens  evenly  and  is  also 
solid  and  of  good  flavor.  A  late  variety  called  the  Charter  Oak  is 
said  by  those  who  have  tested  it  to  combine  more  of  these  qualities 
than  any  other  variety. 

The  attainment  of  the  highest  success  in  kitchen  gardening  requires 
the  exercise  of  the  soundest  judgment,  while  a  knowledge  more  or 
less  extensive  of  almost  the  whole  round  of  the  sciences,  if  not  essen- 
tial, is  of  the  utmost  advantage.  A  practical  knowledge  of  many  of 
them  is  at  least  indispensable — a  knowledge  of  the  composition  of 
soils  and  to  what  particular  crops  different  soils  are  adapted.  The 
value  and  strength  of  this  or  that  fertilizer  and  the  best  method  of 
application — knowledge  of  the  habits  of  the  arch  enemies  of  all  plant 
life  and  the  most  effectual  tactics  to  employ  in  the  warfare  against  the 
whole  tribe  of  insects. 

But  as  in  the  moral  law  the  whole  essence  of  the  decalogue  is 
epitomized  in  two  commandments  on  which  "  hang  all  the  law  and  the 
prophets,"  so  may  the  principles  of  the  gardener's  art  be  reduced  to 
two  simple  propositions  viz  :  quick  germination  and  rapid  growth. 
How  these  two  results  may  be  best  obtained  is  the  problem  to  be 
solved.  Good  soil  deeply  ploughed  and  well  pulverized  and  good  fer- 
tilizers properly  applied  are  important  items.  Much  depends  also  on 
the  right  selection  of  seed  and  a  choice  of  proper  time  for  planting. 
Every  Horticulturist  who  believes  that  "  success  is  a  duty "  will  of 
course  so  far  as  practicable  rely  upon  home  productions  for  his  seed, 
and  for  this  purpose  he  will  select  from  the  product  of  each  plant  as 
they  successively  mature  the  earliest,  largest  and  fairest  specimens. 
The  smaller  the  seeds  planted,  the  finer  should  be  the  pulverization 
of  the  soil  and  this  for  two  reasons, — they  must  be  planted  near  the 
surface  or  they  will  not  germinate  or  will  do  so  out  of  season,  and  the 
mould  should  be  of  sufficient  fineness  to  admit  the  warmth  of  the  sun 
and  yet  retain  sufficient  moisture.  A  difference  must  be  made  however 
among  the  smaller  seeds  as  to  depth  in  planting.  The  hard  coated 
seeds  require  more  moisture  and  consequeutly  more  depth.  The  lettuce 
could  hardly  germinate  at  the  depth  required  by  the  beet. 

It  would  be  interesting  and  instructive  if  the  contributors  to  this 
department,  or  to  any  of  the  several  departments  who  have  met  with 
success  in  the  culture  of  any  particular  crop,  would  prepare  state- 
ments giving  the  result  of  their  experience  and  observation.  These 
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statements  might  be  used  by  the  several  committees  in  the  making  up 
of  their  reports  to  which  they  would  add  great  value,  or  by  the  encour- 
agement of  premiums  they  might  take  the  form  of  papers  (to  be  read 
at  stated  meetings  of  the  society),  treating  exhaustively  of  the  history 
and  culture  of  the  fruit,  flower,  or  vegetable  under  discussion. 

The  Committee  respectfully  submit  the  following  list  of  premiums. 

For  the  best  collection,  Alden  H.  Sears  $20  00 

For  the  second  best,  Sylvanus  Sears  15  00 

For  the  third  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   10  00 

SQUASHES.    For  the  best  three  pure  Canada  Crook-neck, 

S.  E.  Fisher   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Hubbard,  Joab  Hapgood,  of  Shrewsbury  2  00 
For  the  best  three  pure  Large  Crook-neck,  S.  E.  Fisher.  .  .    2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Mammoth,  P.  L.  Moen    2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Marrow,  Joab  Hapgood,  of  Shrews- 
bury  2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Turban,  John  C.  Whitin,  of  Whi- 

tinsville   2  00 

PUMPKINS.    For  the  best  three  not  less  than  20  lbs.,  weight 

each,  E.  M.  Banning   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award. 
CELEKY.    For  the  best  six  roots,  John  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitins- 

ville,  (Boston  Market)   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  John  G.  Heywood   2  00 

CABBAGES.    For  the  best  collection,  not  less  than  five  varie- 
ties, Sylvanus  Sears  ,.  .    5  00 

For  the  best  three  Drumhead  Savoy,  John  G.  Heywood.  ..    3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  no  award. 

For  the  best  three  Savoy  of  any  other  variety,  John  C. 

Whitin,  of  Whitinsville   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  no  award. 

For  the  best  three  Drumhead,  V.  P.  Townsend   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  weighing  not  less  than  30 
lbs.,  no  award. 

For  the  best  three  Early  Sweinfurth,  Sylvanus  Sears   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  no  award. 

For  the  best  three  Large  Flat  Brunswick,  Sylvanus  Sears.    3  00 
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For  the  hest  three  Red,  Thomas  A.  Dawson   2  00 

For  the  hest  single  specimen,  no  award.. 
CAULIFLOWERS.    For  the  hest  three,  no  award. 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  no  award. 
SWEET  CORN.    For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  five 

varieties,  Sylvanus  Sears   5  00 

For  the  best  twelve  ears,  Alden  H.  Sears   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  Joab  Hapgood,  of  Shrewsbury   1  00 

PARSNEPS.  For  the  best  twelve  Guernsey,  or  Long  Parsneps, 
no  award. 

For  the  best  twelve  Hollow  Crowned,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  Short  Parsneps,  John  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitins- 

ville  ,   2  00 

CARROTS.    For  the  best  twelve  Early  Short,  or  Half  Long 

Scarlet,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Long  Red,  no  award. 

For  the  best  twelve  Long  Orange,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Long  White,  no  award. 

BEETS.    For  the  best  twelve  Long  Blood,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Sugar,  no  award. 

For  the  best  twelve  Turnip,  A.  H.  Drury   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Early  Bassano,  Thomas  A.  Dawson.  ..    2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Mangold  Wurtzel,  O.  B.  Hadwen   2  00 

TURNIP.    For  the  best  twelve  Ruta  Baga,  or  Swedish,  no 
award. 

For  the    best  twelve  White  French,  Whitin  Machine 

Works   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Flat  or  English,  S.  E.  Fisher   2  00 

ONIONS.    For  the  best  half-peck  Red,  F.  J.  Kinney   2  00 

For  the   best    half-peck    White  Silver  Skin,  Wm.  Y. 

Holman     2  00 

For  the  best  four  varieties,  half-peck  of  each,  F.  J.  Kinney    3  00 
POTATOES.    For  the  best  collection,  of  not  less  than  a  half- 
peck  of  each  variety,  F.  J.  Kinney   12  00 

For  the  second  best,  J ames  Draper   8  00 

For  the  third  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   4  00 

For  the  best  half-peck  of  Climax,  F.  J.  Kinney   2  00 
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For  the  best  half-peck  of  Early  Rose,  V.  P.  Townsend.  ...  2  00 
For  the  best  half-peck   of  King  of  the  Earlies,  F.  J. 

Kinney   2  00 

For  the  best  half-peck  of  Prolific,  F.  J.  Kinney   2  00 

TOMATOES.    For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  six 

varieties,  and  not  less  than  twelve  of  each  variety, 

Alden  H.  Sears   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  Geo.  A.  Adams   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  Sylvanus  Sears   2  00 

For  the  best  dish  of  twelve  of  General  Grant  variety,  V. 

P.  Townsend   2  00 

For  the  best  iish  of  twelve  of  Maupay's  Superior,  no  award. 

For  the  best  dish  of  twelve  of  Trophy,  John  C.  Whitin ...  2  00 

For  the  best  dish  of  twelve  specimens  other  than  above, 

P.  L  .Moen,  (Wilcott)   2  00 

CRANBERRIES.    For  the  best  peck,  no  award. 
WATERMELONS.     For  the  best  two  specimens,  Thos.  A. 

Dawson   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  P.  L.  Moen   1  00 

GRATUITIES. 

S.  H.  Allen,  three  Cauliflowers,  (Shrewsbury)   $2  00 

O.  B.  Hadwen,  three  Hybrid  Squashes   2  00 

H.  W.  Baldwin,  Mammoth  Squash,   2  00 

O.  B.  Hadwen,  plate  of  Tomatoes,  name  unknown   2  00 

Mrs.  A.  A.  Partridge,  Trophy  Tomato,  weighing  25  ounces   1  00 

Wm.  Y.  Holman,  three  Yokohama  Squashes   1  00 

H.  R.  &  L.  F.  Kinney,  Display  of  Vegetables,  each   2  00 

State  Lunatic  H  ospital,  Display  of  Vegetables   10  00 


HENRY  L.  PARKER,  Chairman. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

GEORGE  E.  FRANCIS,  Secretary  and  Librarian, 

OF 

The  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Worcester  Comity  Horticultural  Society  :  . 

At  the  close  of  his  brief  term  of  service,  your  Secretary  is  gratified 
to  be  able  to  report  the  usual  prosperity  in  all  departments  of  the 
Society. 

The  Annual  Exhibition,  like  so  many  before  it,  needs  no  praise  from 
official  pens ;  under  the  energetic  superintendence  of  the  accomplished 
Chairman,  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  again  made  Mechanics 
Hall  the  scene  of  a  triumphant  success. 

The  following  tabular  statement  contains  the  number  of  contributors 
and  entries  of  this  Exhibition,  and  of  the  previous  one,  which  was 
also  held  in  Mechanics  Hall. 


Apples  

Grapes,  <fcc,  &c  

Pears  

Plants,  Flowers,  <fc( 
Vegetables  


1870. 


1871. 


Contri- 

Contri- 

butors. 

Articles. 

butors. 

Articles. 

55 

632 

20 

444 

46 

392 

44 

642 

77 

1346 

111 

2600 

32 

1235 

46 

2006 

33 

836 

33 

1401 

242 

4441 

254 

7093 

From  these  figures  it  appears  that  in  every  section  except  that  of 
Apples,  the  magnitude  of  the  display  was  unprecedented. 
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Upon  the  printed  Schedule  of  Premiums,  the  Committee  on  Exhi- 
bitions gave  notice  that  ''about  a  month  later  than  the  Annual  Exhibi- 
tion" there  would  be  again  offered  premiums  for  small  collections  and 
single  dishes  of  Pears-  After,  perhaps,  a  too  hasty  consultation  with 
such  members  of  the  Committee  as  he  met,  the  Secretary  gave  notice 
through  the  newspapers  that  these  premiums  would  be  offered  on  Oct. 
12th,  this  early  date  being  selected  on  account  of  the  unusually  rapid 
ripening  of  the  late  Fall  pears.  This  experimental  Exhibition  aroused 
an  unexpected  degree  of  interest,  and  well  deserves  repetition. 

The  weekly  Exhibitions  have  been  generally  interesting  and  about 
as  well  attended  as  in  former  years.  The  following  table  contains  the 
figures  for  the  past  year,  in  connection  with  my  predecessor's  compara- 
tive statement  of  the  ten  preceding  years  : 


COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT. 


Anno  Domini. 

Strawberries. 

6 

1  S" 
os  a.  tj  « 
'E  S 

Ills" 
tilt 

Apples. 

Pears. 

Flowers,  Plants,  &c. 

Total. 

29 

98 

160 

512 

632 

1431 

44 

83 

366 

374 

616 

1483 

1864  

36 

79 

140 

184 

1008 

1447 

48 

104 

41 

161 

1643 

1997 

23 

151 

38 

292 

811 

1315 

43 

1!2 

51 

261 

1716 

2186 

1868  

37 

132 

111 

120 

807 

1207 

95 

207 

78 

190 

1027 

1597 

1870   

90 

152 

123 

246 

928 

1539 

1871  

117 

248 

159 

252 

2049 

2825 

The  numerous  Apples  credited  to  the  present  official  year,  were  of 
course  from  the  crop  of  1870. 

In  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting,  the  Secre- 
tary prepared  and  forwarded  to  the  General  Court  a  Petition  that  the 
Statutes  be  so  amended  as  to  allow  the  destruction,  upon  private  prem- 
ises, of  birds  injurious  to  fruit  and  the  garden  products.  This  docu- 
ment was  referred  to  a  Committee  on  Agriculture,  and  quietly  remains 
in  their  custody. 
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The  amount  of  use  of  the  books  and  periodicals  belonging  to  the 
Library  has  been  almost  exactly  the  same  as  during  the  previous  year. 
The  following  list  contains  the  full  titles  of  all  additions,  exclusive  of 
unbound  Periodicals. 

LIST  OF  BOOKS  ADDED  TO  LIBRARY. 

Transactions  of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  1870, 
pamphlet,  from  E.  W.  Buswell. 

Reports  on  Diseases  of  Cattle,  1869,  1  vol.  8vo. ;  from  U.  S.  Dept. 
of  Agriculture. 

Report  of  Massachusetts  Board  of  State  Charities,  1870,  1  vol.  8vo. ; 
from  Edward  Earle. 

Bliss'  Seed  Catalogue  1871,  1  vol.  8vo. ;  from  B.  K.  Bliss  and  Sons. 

Proceedings  of  the  Pennsylvania  Fruit  Growing  Society,  1867-1870, 
1  vol.  8vo.  ;  society. 

Rural  Register,  1871,  1  vol.  16mo. ;  society. 

Hogg's  Gardener's  Almanac,  1871,  1  vol.  18mo.  ;  society. 

American  Agricultural  Annual,  1871,  1  vol.  16mo  ;  society. 

American  Horticultural  Annual,  1871,  1  vol.  16mo. ;  society. 

Journal  of  Horticulture,  vol.  18,  1870,  London,  1  vol.  4to.  ;  society. 

Journal  of  Horticulture,  vol.  19,  1870,  London,  1  vol.  4to.  ;  society. 

Florist  and  Pomologist,  1870,  London,  1  vol.  8vo. ;  society. 

Tilton's  Journal  of  Horticulture,  vol.  7,  1870,  1  vol.  8vo.  ;  society. 

Tilton's  Journal  of  Horticulture,  vol.  8,  1871,  1  vol.  8vo.  ;  society. 

Horticulturist,  vol.  26,  1870,  1  vol.  8vo.  ;  society. 

Gardener's  Monthly,  vol.  12,  1870,  1  vol.  8vo.  ;  society. 

American  Agriculturist,  vol.  29,  1870,  1  vol.  4to.  ;  society. 

Gardener's  Chronicle,  1869,  London,  1  vol.  4to.  ;  society. 

Gardener's  Chronicle,  1870,  London,  1  vol.  4to.  ;  society. 

Country  Gentleman,  vol.  35,  Part  1,  1870,  1  vol.  4to.  ;  society. 

Country  Gentlemen,  vol.  35,  Part  2,  1870,  1  vol.  4to.  ;  society. 

American  Naturalist,  vol.  4,  1870,  1  vol.  8vo. ;  society. 

Handy  Book  of  Husbandry ;  by  Geo.  E.  Waring,  1  vol.  8vo.  ; 
society. 

Farming  for  Boys,  1  vol.  12mo.  ;  society. 

What  I  Know  about  Farming;  by  Horace  Greeley,  1  vol.  12mo.  ; 
society. 

Beautifying  Country  Homes  ;  by  Weidenmaur,  1  vol.  4to.;  society. 
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Suburban  Home  Grounds  ;  by  Frank  J.  Scott,  1  vol.  8vo. ;  society. 
Squashes  ;  How  to  grow  them  ;  by  J.  J.  H.  Gregory,  Pamphlet 
society. 

Money  in  the  Garden  ;  by  P.  T.  Quinn,  1  vol.  12mo. ;  society. 
Mushroom  Culture  ;  by  W.  Robinson,  1  vol.  16mo.  ;  society. 
British  Fungi ;  by  M.  C.  Cook,  1  vol.  16mo.  ;  society. 
Outlines  of  British  Fungology  ;  by  Rev.  M.  J.  Berkley,  1  vol.  8vo. ; 
society. 

Cryptogamic  Botany  ;  by  Rev.  M.  J.  Berkley,  1  vol.  8vo. ;  society. 

Iconum  Botanicorum  Index  ;  Index  to  Botanical  Plates ;  by  G.  A. 
Pritzel,  1  vol.  8vo.  ;  society. 

The  Fern  Garden  ;  by  Shirley  Hibbard,  1  vol.  16mo.  ;  society. 

Select  Ferns ;  by  B.  S.  Williams,  1  vol.  12mo.  ;  society. 

Choice  Stove  and  Greenhouse  Plants  ;  by  B.  S.  Williams,  2  vols. 
12mo.  ;  society. 

Orchid  Grower's  Manual;  by  B.  S.  Williams,  1  vol.  12mo.  ;  society. 
Alpine  Flowers  ;  by  W.  Robinson,  1  vol.  12mo.  ;  society. 
Hardy  Herbaceous  and  Alpine  Flowers  ;  by  Wm.  Sutherland,  1  vol. 
12mo.  ;  society. 

Handy  Book  of  the  Flower  Garden  ;  by  David  Thompson,  1  vol. 
12mo.  ;  society. 

The  Rhododendron,  and  "American  Plants  ;  "  by  E.  S.  Rand,  1  vol. 
12mo  ;  society. 

Flowers  and  Festivals  ;  by  Wm.  A.  Barrett.  1  vol  18mo.  ;  society. 
Rustic  Adornments  ;  by  Shirley  Hibbard,  1  vol.  4to.  society. 
Apple  Culturist ;  by  S.  E.  Todd,  1  vol,  12mo.  ;  society. 
The  Grape  Vine  ;  by  F.  Moho,  1  vol.  16ino.  ;  society. 
Selected  Fruits  ;  by  Charles  Downing,  1  vol.  12mo.  ;  society. 

During  the  year  thirty-five  names  have  been  added  to  the  roll  of 
members ;  the  amount  of  loss,  through  death  and  removal  during  the 
same  period,  is  entirely  unknown  to  your  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  it  was  announced  by  the  Treasurer 
that  the  debt  of  the  Society  was  entirely  extinguished ;  whereupon  it 
was  voted  that  the  happy  event  should  be  signalized  by  a  Banquet,  to 
be  held  as  soon  after  the  Annual  Exhibition  as  should  seem  advisable 
to  the  Committee  of  Arrangements.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the. 
Trustees  this  Committee  was  appointed  as  follows :  G.  W.  Richard- 
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son,  Chairman;  0.  B.  1 1  ad  wen,  George  Jaques,  E.  Woodward, 
Samuel  Flagg,  G.  E  Francis. 

Thanks  to  the  energy  and  zeal  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
and  to  the  artistic  skill  displayed  by  Dr.  Flagg  in  planning  the  deco- 
rations of  the  Hall  and  tables,  an  entertainment  was  given  in  our 
Hall  on  the  evening  of  Friday  Sept.  29th,  which  only  failed  to  reach 
the  very  summit  of  success  because  given  in  so  large  a  Hall. 

Well  chosen  words  of  congratulation  and  advice  from  Marshall  P. 
Wilder,  and  Geo.  B.  Loring,  were  mingled  with  addresses  from  more 
familiar  friends,  while  graceful  verses  in  praise  of  Flora  and  Pomona 
were  at  the  last  and  most  fitting  moment,  by  chance  discovered  in 
the  mysterious  depths  of  a  well  known  judicial  pocket. 

The  year  just  finished  may  fairly  be  called  a  prosperous  year,  well 
up  to  the  standard  at  which  the  Society  has  been  content  to  aim.  But 
the  future  of  this  institution  is  not  dependent  solely  on  the  condition 
of  its  Treasury,  or  upon  the  number  and  dignity  of  its  members.  At 
the  late  Banquet  some  of  us  listened  to  reminiscences  of  the  early 
days  of  the  Society,  when  the  numbers  were  few  and  the  cash-box 
often  empty.  Our  present  firm  foundation  no  doubt  far  surpasses  the 
most  ambitious  hopes  of  those  devoted  founders,  but  surely  there  is 
plenty  of  work  yet  to  be  done,  and  which  must  be  done  to  keep  off 
death  from  stagnation. 

Entering  as  we  do  this  year  upon  a  new  era  of  financial  prosperity, 
it  may  be  worth  our  while  to  consider  some  of  the  needs  of  the  Society. 

In  the  first  place,  let  us  never  forget  that  the  fresh  enthusiasm  of 
thirty  years  ago,  is  gone,  and  is  not  likely  to  return.  A  whole  genera- 
tion has  since  grown  up,  to  whom  the  Horticultural  Society  appears  as 
immovably  fixed  as  the  Old  South  Church,  and  the  Annual  Exhibition 
as  much  to  be  depended  upon  as  the  collection  of  taxes.  It  has  been 
my  good  fortune  to  attend  the  last  seven  of  these  Annual  Exhibitions  ; 
during  that  period,  with  decided  improvement  in  the  merit  and  attrac- 
tiveness of  the  displays,  I  am  convinced  that  the  hearty  interest,  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  majority  of  visitors  and  contributors,  has  fallen  off 
in  a  marked  degree. 

It  cannot  be  denied  also,  that  although  many  names  have  been 
added  to  the  list  of  members  in  the  period  referred  to,  a  very  small 
addition  has  thereby  been  made  to  the  real  working  force  of  the  organ- 
ization ;  the  young  men  and  women  who  take  active  parts  in  the  work 
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are  fewer  in  number  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  Our  foremost 
and  trustiest  friends  are  the  veterans  ;  their  sons  and  daughters  for  the 
most  part  have  other  interests. 

Our  Library  is  undoubtedly  the  best  of  its  kind  in  New  England, 
outside  of  Boston ;  the  statistics  of  its  use,  appear  to  show  a  consider- 
able appreciation  of  its  value  ;  but  the  briefest  analysis  of  the  records 
shows  that  the  greater  part  of  the  loans  of  books  and  periodicals  have 
been  made  to  some  half  dozen  individuals  whom  perhaps  I  need  not 
name.  The  general  use  of  the  Library  is  really  far  less  than  would 
be  supposed  possible,  in  view  of  its  size  and  value. 

The  weekly  meetings  give  to  an  unprejudiced  spectator  no  striking 
evidence  of  a  general  public  interest.  The  statistics  of  contributions 
are  somewhat  impressive  when  summed  up  at  the  end  of  a  year ;  but 
were  a  certain  faithful  few  to  withdraw  their  support  from  these  little 
gatherings,  there  would  be  a  woful  shrinkage  in  the  figures.  In  a 
word,  I  am  convinced  that  this  Society  shows  few  evidences  of  healthy 
growth  and  vigor. 

The  causes  of  this  tendency  to  decline,  (for  with  us,  not  to  advance 
is  to  fall  back,)  are  especially  two  : — 1st.  Our  building  is  no  longer  a 
proper  place  for  the  Headquarters  of  the  Society.  2d.  By  going 
over  the  same  ground  year  after  year,  the  pathway  of  routine  which 
was  once  a  convenient  guide  has  been  worn  into  ruts  and  become  too 
familiar  and  monotonous. 

It  is  a  mistake,  for  instance,  to  make  the  Annual  Exhibition  the 
single  occasion  in  which  a  general  public  interest  is  expected.  The 
sameness  which  must  characterize  the  productions  of  almost  the  same 
set  of  contributors  at  identical  seasons  of  successive  years,  must 
deaden  the  lively  enthusiasm  which  is  naturally  aroused  b}r  the  first 
view  of  such  a  display  as  our  society  annually  sets  forth.  American 
Horticultural  Societies  have  always  held  the  great  exhibition  of  the 
year  in  the  Autumn,  obviously  because  of  the  great  prominence  in 
them  of  fruit  and  vegetables.  The  unavoidable  result  is  a  certain 
sameness  and  monotony  year  after  year.  The  Pears  of  this  year  are 
to  the  unlearned  in  Pomology  just  the  same  as  those  of  last  year  and 
the  year  before.  Every  September  matures  nearly  the  same  list  of 
Vegetables,  and  adorns  our  flower  gardens  with  blossoms  and  foliage 
which  though  ever  beautiful  are  rarely  novel  except  in  name. 

Can  we  escape  this  evil  of  monotony  by  changing  the  season  of 
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the  Annual  Exhibition ?  I  think  not;  for  during  no  other  week  in 
the  year  are  the  productions  of  our  gardens  and  orchards  so  numerous 
and  varied.  The  true  remedy  is  to  magnify  the  other  Exhibitions 
during  the  year.  I  am  convinced  that  the  horticultural  resources  of 
this  vicinity  would  support,  in  a  highly  creditable  manner,  a  series  of 
weekly  Exhibitions  on  a  much  larger  scale  than  now,  during  a 
large  part  of  the  year,  if  only  sufficient  inducements  were  held  to  con- 
tributors and  visitors  by  a  liberal  but  judicious  offer  of  premiums,  by 
convenient  arrangements  in  a  pleasant  room  in  a  suitable  location  and 
by  the  presence  of  those  known  to  be  able  and  willing  to  give  infor- 
mation upon  subjects  connected  with  that  art  which  our  society  is  organ- 
ized to  foster.  These  frequently  recurring  exhibitions  have  many 
recommendations  which  are  obvious  upon  the  slightest  reflection  ;  one 
of  them  only  will  be  alluded  to  here,  namely,  that  the  Annual  Exhibi- 
tion would  naturally  be  compared,  not  with  its  fac  simile  of  the  previous 
year,  but  with  the  smaller  and  varied  displays  during  the  season. 

Whether  this  plan  be  adopted  by  the  Society  or  not,  a  change  in 
the  location  of  the  headquarters  of  the  Society  is  imperatively 
demanded.  It  is  essential  that  our  Library  and  the  weekly  exhibi- 
tions should  be  of  easy  and  agreeable  access  to  ladies  and  children. 
The  situation  of  our  present  building,  in  a  centre  of  heavy  trade,  is 
advantageous,  no  doubt,  as  a  profitable  investment  of  our  funds  ;  but 
our  headquarters  must  be  removed  elsewhere.  It  may  not  be,  in  my 
opinion  it  is  not,  desirable,  to  sell  this  property  forthwith,  in  order  to 
build  upon  what  seems  a  more  favorable  site  ;  but  it  is  certainly  prac- 
ticable to  hire  such  apartments  as  we  require,  without  much  pecuniary 
sacrifice,  since  after  the  removal  of  our  Library  etc.,  our  present  prop- 
erty could  be  made  to  return  a  considerable  larger  income  than  now. 
But  if  such  a  change  or  any  other  is  essential  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  society,  the  question  of  cost  need  not  deter  us.  We  are  now  in 
receipt  of  a  considerable  net  income,  which  it  is  our  duty  to  expend 
for  the  promotion  of  Horticulture,  and  for  no  other  object. 

In  concluding  this  Report,  let  me  briefly  lay  before  you  what  I  con- 
sider to  be  the  immediate  needs  of  the  Society,  and  the  particular 
objects  for  which  we  should  expend  the  money  at  our  disposal. 

1st.    Suitable  rooms  for  the  Library  and  smaller  exhibitions. 

2d.  A  liberal  schedule  of  Premiums  carefully  planned  to  attract 
amateur  as  well  as  professional  gardeners. 
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3d.  Generous  and  systematic  additions  to  the  Library,  especially 
of  the  standard  works  of  reference  in  all  the  branches  which  it  should 
properly  include. 

4th  and  finally.  Adequate  compensation  to  those  upon  whom  the 
drudgery  falls,  especially  to  the  Secretary  and  Librarian.  The  present 
salary  is  none  too  liberal  a  return  for  the  mairy  demands  upon  the  time 
of  that  officer,  and  in  the  future  the  labors  are  likely  to  be  largely 
increased. 

I  feel  no  hesitation  in  urging  this  point,  since  other  duties  forbid 
my  longer  occupying  this  position  ;  in  retiring  let  me  ask  that  you 
will  continue  to  the  next  Secretary  the  unfailing  kindness  and 
courtesy  which  I  have  received  at  your  hands,  and  for  which  I  am 
profoundly  grateful. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  E.  FRANCIS, 

Secretary  and  Librarian. 

Horticultural  Hall, 
Worcester,  Mass.,  Novr.  1st,  1871. 


SELECT  FRUITS  RECOMMENDED  BY  THE  SOCIETY. 


APPLES. 

Early. — Red  Astrachan,  Sweet  Bough,  Duchess  of  Oldenburg, 
Williams'  Early  Red,  Worcester  Spy,  t  and  Summer  Pippin  (Sour 
BoughT)  t 

Autumn. —  Gravenstein,  Mother,  Porter,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch, 
Holden  Pippin,  Maiden's  Blush,  Shepard's  Sweet,  *  and  Leland's 
Spice.  * 

Winter  and  Spring. — Rhode  Island  Greening,  Baldwin,  Tallman 
Sweet,  Roxbury  Russett,  Northern  Spy,  Palmer,  f  (Washington 
Royal,)  and  Yellow  Belleflower.  | 

CHERRIES. 

General  Culture. — May  Duke,  Knight's  Early  Black,  Black  Tar- 
tarian, American  Amber,  Downer's  Late,  Black  Eagle,  Elton. 

PEARS. 

Amateur  Culture. — Doyenne  d'  Ete,  Dearborn's  Seedling,  Ros- 
tiezer,  St.  Ghislain,  Flemish  Beauty,  Marie  Louise,  Osband's 
Summer,  St.  Michael  Arch  an  ge,  Glout  Morceau,  Josephine  de 
Malines,  Passe  Colmar,  Dana's  Hovey. 

General  or  Market  Culture.  Beurre  Giffard,  Beurre  Bosc, 
Beurre  d'  Anjou,  Beurre  Langelier,  Beurre  Clairgeau,  Beurre 
Superfin,  Bartlett,  Belle  Lucrative,  Paradis  d'  Automne,  Seckel, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Sheldon,  "Onondaga  (Swan's  Orange,) 
Doyenne  Boussock,  Doyenne  du  Cornice,  Duchesse  d'  Angouleme, 
Urbaniste,  Winter  Nelis,  Lawrence,  Yicar  of  Winkfield,  Fulton, 
Howell. 

Promising  Well.  —  Clapp's  Favorite,  Durandeau  (De  Tongres) 
Beurre  Hardy. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  PEARS. 
For  Home  Use. 

Best  Five. — Bartlett,  Seckel,  Sheldon,  Urbaniste,  Lawrence. 

Best  Ten.    Beurre  Giffard,  Bartlett,  Seckel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 

Sheldon,  Beurre  Bosc,  Urbaniste,  Doyenne  in  Cornice,  Beurre 

d'  Anjou,  Lawrence. 

*  Varieties  recommended  as  "promising  well  " 

f  Varieties  reeommended  for  "amateur  cultivation." 
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Best  Fifteen. — Beurre  Giffard,  Bartlett,  Paradis  d'  Automne,  Seckel, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Sheldon,  Beurre  Bosc,  Duchesse  d? 
Angouleme,  Beurre  Superfin,  Urbaniste,  Doyenne  du  Cornice, 
Beurre  d'  Anjou,  Lawrence,  Winter  Nelis,  Vicar  of  Winkfield. 

Best  Twenty. — Beurre  Giffard,  Clapp's  Favorite,  Bartlett,  Paradis 
d'  Automne,  Belle  Lucrative,  Seckel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Sheldon,  Beurre  Bosc,  Duchesse  d'  Angouleme,  Beurre  Superfin, 
Beurre  Clairgeau,  Onondaga  (Swan's  Orange,)  Urbaniste,  Doyenne 
du  Cornice,  Beurre  d'  Anjou,  Dana's  liovey,  Lawrence,  Winter 
Nelis,  Vicar  of  Winkfield. 

Foil  thk  Market. 

Best  Five. — Bartlett,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Duchesse  d'  Angou- 
leme, Beurre  d'  Anjou,  Lawrence. 

Best  Ten. — Clapp's  Favorite,  Bartlett,  Paradis  d'  Automne,  Seckel, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Beurre  Bosc,  Duchesse  cl'  Angouleme, 
Beurre  d'  Anjou,  Beurre  Clairgeau,  Lawrence. 

STRAWBERRIES. 
Best  One  Variety. — Charles  Downing. 

Best  Three  Varieties. — Charles  Downing,  Wilson,  Jucunda. 

Best  Five  Varieties. — Charles  Downing,  Wilson,  Jucunda,  Lady 
of  the  Lake,  Kentucky. 

Best  Ten  Varieties. — Charles  Downing,  Wilson,  Jucunda,  Lady  of 
the  Lake,  Kentucky,  President  Wilder,  Boyden's  No.  30,  Down- 
er's Prolific,  Cutter's  Seedling,  Triomphe  de  Gand. 

Amateur  Varieties. — Nicanor,  Napoleon  Third,  Lennig's  White, 
Fillmore,  Scott's  Seedling. 

RASPBERRIES. 
Hardy  Red. — Clarke,  Philadelphia. 

Half  Hardy  Red. — Knevett's  Giant,  Northumberland,  Franconia. 

Light  Colored. — Brinckle's  Orange. 

Black  Caps. — Davison's  Thornless,  Mammoth  Cluster. 

BLACKBERRIES. 
Wilson's  Early,  Kittatinny,  Dorchester. 

CURRANTS. 
Red. — La  Versaillaise,  Cherry,  Red  Dutch. 
White. — White  Grape,  Dana's  Transparent. 

GRAPES. 

General  Culture. —  Hartford  Prolific,  Delaware,  Concord,  Salem, 
(Rogers  No.  53,)  Massasoit  (Rogers  No.  3,)  Lindley  (Rogers  No. 
9,)  Rogers  No.  33,  Barry  (Rogers  No.  43). 

Amateur. — Diana. 

Promising  Well. — Walter,  Eumelan,  Wilder  (Rogers  No.  4.) 


OFFICERS   AND  COMMITTEES 


Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1872. 


PRESIDENT  : 

GEORGE  E.  FRANCIS,  of  Worcester. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS  : 

Stephen  Salisbury,  of  Worcester ;  o.  b.  hadwen,  of 

Worcester  :  W.  T.  MERRI FIELD,  of  Worcester. 

SECRETARY  AND   LIBRARIAN ! 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN,  of  Worcester. 

TREASURER  : 

SAMUEL  H.  COLTON,  of  Worcester. 


1  R 

Francis  H.  Dewev,  Worcester 
J.  Henry  Hill, 

Alexander  H.  Bullock,  " 

D.  Waldo  Lincoln, 

George  \V.  Richardson,  " 

Isaac  Davis, 

Edward  Earle, 

Edwin  Conant, 

John  C.  Newton, 

James  F.  Allen, 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Jr., 

James  Draper, 

J.  Milton  Earle, 

George  Jaques, 


Worcester.  ' 


AU 


Emory  Banister,  of  Worcester. 


USTEES: 

Samuel  Flagg, 
J.  K.  I,.  Piekford, 
Henry  Woodward, 
Emory  Banister, 
Horatio  Phelps, 
Philip  L.  Moen,  " 
Henry  L.  Parker, 
Charles  Richardson, 
Stephen  S.  Foster, 
Paul  Whitin,  Whitinsvilie. 
George  Cruickshanks, 
Jonathan  D.  Wheeler,  Grafton. 
Joseph  C.  Lovell,    West  Boylston. 
Newell  Wood,  Millbury. 

D  I  T  ORS: 

Henry  Woodward,  of  Worcester. 


S  T  A  N  D  I  N  G   C  0  M  M  I  T  T  E  E  S 


J.  Henry  Hill. 
Edward  W.  Lincoln. 
John  Milton  Earle. 


OX   HORTICULTURAL  HALE : 

0.  B.  Hadwen. 

OX   LIBRARY  AXD  PUBLICATION: 

George  E.  Francis, 
ox  nomenclature: 
Samuel  H.  Colton. 


John  C.  Newton. 
George  Jaques. 
George  Jaques. 


OE   ARRANGEMENTS   AXD  EXHIBITIONS. 

John  C.  Newton,  Chairman,  I     James  Draper, 

Samuel  Fiagg,  Henry  Phelps, 

().  B.  Hadwen,  Samuel  H.  Colton, 

vjeorge  E.  Francis,  President.  I     Edward  W.  Lincoln,  Secretary. 

Nos.  5  Oak  and  16  Front  Streets. 


SCHEDULE  OF  PREMIUMS 


OFFERED   BY  THE 


Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1872. 


WORCESTER: 

EDWARD  R.  FISKEj  PRINTER,  MECHANIC  STREET, 

1872. 


Particular  attention  is  called  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations  on 
Pages  11,  and  12,  and  especially  to  Nos.  2,  and  14,  respectively ;  the 
one  defining  the  limit  of  time  for  entries  of  Vegetables,  and  the  other  re- 
quiring lists  of  all  entries  to  be  filed  with  the  Secretary. 
Amount  appropriated  for  Premiums  at  the  Annual  Autumnal 

Exhibition   :  $1,000  00 

Amount  appropriated  for  other  Exhibitions   500  00 

$1,500  00 

PROSPECTIVE  PRIZES. 

For  Fruits  originated  within  the  County  of  Worcester,  and 
which  after  full  trial,  shall  be  decided  equal  in  quality 
and  other  characteristics,  to  any  now  extant : 

For  the  best  Seedling  Strawberry,  after  a  trial  of  three  years.  .  .  $25  00 

For  the  best  Seedling  Raspberry,  after  a  trial  of  three  years, 

regard  being  had  to  hardiness  as  well  as  quality   25  00 

For  the  best  Seedling  fruit,  after  a  trial  of  three  years   20  00 

Committee. — President,  Secretary,  George  Cruickshanks,  of  Whit- 
insville ;  Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston ;  O.  B.  Hadwen,  James 
Draper,  F.  H.  Kinney,  and  William  H.  Earle,  of  Worcester. 


COMMLTTEE  OF  ARRANGEMENTS  AND  EXHIBITIONS. 


JOHN  C.  NEWTON,  Chairman, 
SAMUEL  FLAGG, 
0.  B.  HADWEN, 


JAMES  DRAPER, 
HENRY  PHELPS, 
SAMUEL  H.  COLTON, 


GEORGE  E.  FRANCIS,  President,    EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN,  Secretary, 

Nos.  5  Oak  and  16  Front  Streets, 

Worcester. 

The  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition  commences  Tuesday  evening, 
September  17th,  at  6  P.  M.,  and  closes  Friday  evening,  September  20th, 
at  9  P.  M. 


APPLES. — William  T.  Harlow,  Chairman;  James  F.  Allen,- 
Samuel  H.  Colton,  Stephen  S.  Foster,  Samuel  A.  Knox, 
J.  K.  L.  Pickford,  of  Worcester  ;  Cyrus  White,  of  Mill- 
bury  ;  and  Isaac  B.  Hart  well,  of  Oxford. 

GRAPES  PEACHES,  &c— Edwin  Conant,  Chairman;  George 
Jaques,  T.  M.  Lamb,  W.  W  Cook,  William  H.  Ear  e,  of 
Worcester  ;  Paul  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville  ;  F.  M.  Marble, 
of  Grafton  ;  and  Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston. 

PEARS. — Henry  L.  Parker,  Chairman;  Henry  Phelps,  John 
C.  Newton,  James  Draper,  0.  B.  Hadwen,  S.  Harrison 
Knox,  of  Worcester ;  Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury ;  and 
John  F.  Johnson,  of  Northborough. 

PLANTS,  FLOWERS,  &c— Samuel  Flagg,  Chairman  ;  Charles 
Madaus,  Clarendon  Harris,  D.  S.  Messinger,  Henry 
Woodward,  of  Worcester  ;  and  George  Cruickshanks,  of 
Whitinsville. 

VEGETABLES. — George  A.  Adams,  Chairman  ;  Thomas  R.  Nor- 
cross,  J.  D.  Lovell,  0.  L.'Hatch,  Rufus  Carter,  Daniel 
Bemis,.  Charles    Belcher,   Alexander    Marsh,  and 
George  G.  Burbank,  of  Worcester. 
^=  The  Committees  will  meet  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  Wednesday, 

September  28th. 


COMMITTEES  OF  AWARD. 
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JUNE. 

The  opening  Exhibition  of  the  Summer  season,  will  be  held  in  the 
Library,  on  Thursday  the  Thirteenth  day  of  June,  from  3  to  5  o'clock, 


P.  M. 

HARDY  PLANTS  AND  SHRUBS. 

For  the  best  display  of  named  varieties   8  00 

Eor  the  second  best   5  00 

For  the  third  best   3  00 

ON  THUESDAY,   P.  M.,  JUNE  20th. 

CUT  FLOWERS. 

For  the  best  display   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 


EOSE  EXHIBITION. 

The  Annual  Eose  Exhibition  will  be  held  in  the  Hall  of  the  Society, 
on  Thursday  the  27th  day  of  June,  commencing  at  3  P.  M.,  and  closing 
at  5  P.  M. 

All  articles  for  competition  must  be  entered  with  the  Secretary,  and 
be  placed  on  the  table  before  3  o'clock. 


ROSES. 

For  the  best  general  display  of  named  varieties   8  00 

For  the  second  best   5  00 

For  the  third  best   3  00 

For  the  best  arranged  vase     3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

CUT  FLOWERS. 

For  the  best  collection   6  00 

For  the  second  best.   4  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 
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GREEN  HOUSE  PLANTS. 


For  the  best  collection   8  00 

For  the  second  best   6  00 

For  the  third  best   4  00 


TO  FLORISTS.— Special. 

On  each  successive  Thursday,  viz.: — 

July  4th,  July  25th  August  15th,       September  5th, 

July  11th,  August  1st,         August  22d,        September  12th, 

July  18th,  August  8th,         August  29th, 

Premiums  of  three  dollars  ($3.00)  and  two  dollars  ($2.00)  respectively, 
will  be  offered  for  the  best  and  next  best  Two  Stands  of  Cut 
Flowers. 

[Gratuities  will  also  be  awarded  for  collections  of  Native  Flowers,  in 
their  season,  and  for  such  other  articles  as  may  appear  to  merit  pecun- 
iary encouragement.  The  Trustees  have  made  liberal  appropriations, 
and  the  Committee  on  Exhibitions  are  resolved  that  the  reproach  of 
meagre  displays,  or  none  at  all,  shall  not  attach  to  themselves,  but  to 
those  Floriculturists  who  neglect  their  opportunities. 

E.  W.  L.] 


Premiums  for  Fruits  at  the  Rose  Show. 


ON  THURSDAY,  JUNE  27th. 

Entries  must  be  made  with  the  Secretary,  and  the  articles  be  upon 
the  tables  before  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

No  person  can  compete  for  more  than  one  premium  with  the  same 
variety  of  berry  ;  single  dishes  excepted. 

STRAWBERRIES. 

CLASS  1.    For  the  largest  and  best  collection  one  quart  of 

each  variety   $8  00 

For  the  2d  largest  and  best  collection  one  quart  of 

each  variety   6  00 

For  the  3d  largest  and  best  collection  one  quart  of 

each  variety   4  00 

CLASS  2.    For  the  best  six  named  varieties   5  00 

For  the  2d  best  six  named  varieties   3  00 

For  the  3d  best  six  named  varieties   2  00 

CLASS  3.    For  the  best  2  quarts  of  any  named  variety.  ...  2  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Agriculturist   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Boyden's  No.  30   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Charles  Downing   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Downer's  Prolific   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Hovey's  Seedling   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Ida   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Jucunda   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Kentucky   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Lady  of  the  Lake   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Lennig's  White   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Napoleon  Third   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Nicanor   1  00 
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For  the  best  quart  of  President  Wilder   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Triomphe  de  Gand   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Wilson   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  any  other  sort   1  00 

ON  THURSDAY,  JULY  4th. 

CHERRIES. 

For  the  best  four  named  varieties  of  one  quart  each.  .  4  00 

For  the  2d  best  four  named  varieties  of  one  quart  each  2  00 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  any  named  variety   2  00 

For  the  2d  best  two  quarts  of  any  named  variety ....  1  00 

ON  THURSDAY,  JULY  11th. 

CURRANTS. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  varieties 

one  quart  each   4  00 

For  the  2d  best  as  above   2  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  the  Cherry   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  La  Versaillaise   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  any  other  Red  variety   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  )f  any  White  variety   1  00 

ON  THURSDAY,  JULY  18th. 

RASPBERRIES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  named 

varieties  of  one  quart  each   6  00 

For  the  2d  best   4  00 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  any  named  variety   2  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Clarke   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Franconia   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Knevett's  Giant   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Brinckle's  Orange   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Northumberland  Fillbasket.  .  .  1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  any  other  sort   1  00 

BLACK  CAPS. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  varieties ...  3  00 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 
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ON  THURSDAY,  JULY  23d. 

BLACKBERRIES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  varieties 


of  one  quart  each   4  00 

For  the  2d  best   3  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Wilson   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Kittatinny   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Dorchester   1  00 

RASPBERRIES. 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  any  named  variety   2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Doyenne  d'  Ete ....  1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety   1  00 

ON  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  1st. 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  Beurre  Giffard   2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety   1  00 

POTATOES. 

For  the  best  peck   1  00 

TOMATOES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  (  open  culture  )   2  00 

For  the  2d  best                           do   1  00 

ON  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  8th. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  any  named  variety.  2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  named  variety   2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 
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ON  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  15th. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  twelve  Early  Bough   $100 

For  the  best  twelve  Williams'  Red   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Red  Astrachan   1  00 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Giffard   2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  named  variety   1  00 

ON  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  22d. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens ....    2  00 

For  the  2d  best  do   1  00 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  any  named  variety.  2  00 
For  the  2d  best   1  00 

ON  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  29th. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Early  Harvest   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Duchess  of  Oldenburg       1  00 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Clapp's  Favorite ....  2  00 
For  the  2d  best   1  00 

VEGETABLES. 

For  the  best  twelve  Tomatoes   2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

ON  THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  5th. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens   2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 
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PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Clapp's  Favorite.  .  .  $2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Bartlett   2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

PEACHES. 

For  the  best  dish  of  twelve  specimens   2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

ON  THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  12th. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Gravenstein   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Porter   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Duchess  of  Oldenburg  1  00 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Bartlett   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Flemish  Beauty.  ...  1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Paraiis  d'Automne.  1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  St  Ghislain   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Howell   1  00 

PEACHES. 

For  the  best  dish  of  twelve  specimens   2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

GRAPES. 

For  the  best  four  ripe  clusters  of  any  early  native 

variety   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 

For  the  3d  best   1  00 


THE  ANNUAL  AUTUMNAL  EXHIBITION. 


Will  open  in  Mechanics  and  Washburn  Halls,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  the  Seventeenth  of  September  at  6  P.  M.,  and  close  on  Fri- 
day, the  Twentieth  of  September,  at  9  P.  M. 

Exhibitors  are  notified  that  strict  conformity  to  the  Regulations 
and  Rules  will  be  expected  and  required  for  their  own  benefit  as  well 
as  for  the  convenience  of  the  officers  of  the  Society. 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

1.  The  Annual  Exhibition,  will  commence  on  Tuesday,  September 
IT,  at  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  close  on  Friday,  September  20,  at  9  o'clock, 
P.  M. 

2.  Articles  offered  for  Premiums  at  the  Annual  Exhibition  must  be 
entered  with  the  Secretary  before  9  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  Tuesday,  Sep- 
tember 17th.  Provided,  That  all  entries  of  Vegetables  must  be  made 
with  the  Secretary  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  September. 

3.  Competition  for  premiums  is  open  to  all ;  but  a  discount  of  one- 
third  of  the  amount  will  be  made  from  the  awards  to  persons  who  are 
not  members  of  the  Society ;  and  it  is  strictly  required  that  all  speci- 
mens offered  for  premiums  shall  have  been  grown  by  the  competitors. 

4.  After  the  articles  are  arranged  they  will  be  under  the  exclusive 
charge  of  the  Committees,  and  not  even,  the  owners  will  have  liberty  to 
remove  them,  until  the  exhibition  is  closed,  when  they  will  be  delivered 
as  the  contributors  may  direct. 

5.  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  more  than  one  premium 
for  the  same  specimen  of  fruit  or  vegetable.  And  no  article  for  which 
a  Premium  has  been  once  awarded  can  receive  another  during  the 
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season.  Nor  shall  any  transfer  be  allowed  from  one  class  to  another, 
of  an  article  once  entered  upon  the  books  of  the  Secretary. 

6.  No  variety  of  which  specimens  have  been  entered  in  a  class  or 
collection  shall  be  repeated  in  any  other  collection  or  class  ;  but  speci- 
mens of  that  variety  may  be  duplicated  among  the  single  dishes. 

7.  All  Fruits  offered  for  Premium  must  be  composed  of  exactly  the 
number  or  quantity  of  specimens  named  in  the  Schedule,  and  the 
names  of  all  articles  that  are  offered  for  premiums  must  be  such  as  are 
known  and  recognized  by  cultivators ;  each  variety  being  designated 
by  name. 

8.  No  Flowers,  Fruits,  or  Vegetables,  will  be  entitled  to  a  premium 
unless  they  possess  points  of  superiority;  and  the  Committees  are 
strictly  required  to  withhold  premiums,  if,  in  their  opinion,  the  articles 
exhibited  do  not  merit  them. 

9.  Competitors  will  be  required  to  furnish  information  as  to  their 
mode  of  cultivation,  and  to  present  specimens  for  trial  and  examina- 
tion if  requested. 

10.  All  premiums  that  are  not  claimed  within  three  months  after 
the  Annual  Exhibition,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  Society. 

11.  The  awards  of  the  premiums  will  be  declared  at  the  Hall,  on 
Thursday  Evening,  September  19th  at  8  o'clock. 

12.  Admission  to  the  Annual  Exhibition,  for  those  who  are  not 
members  of  the  Society,  25  cents ;  Children  under  16  years  of  age,  15 
cents. 

13.  On  Saturday,  September  21st,  punctually  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M., 
the  Fruit,  Vegetables,  &c,  belonging  to  the  Society,  will  be  sold  at 
Public  Auction,  and  all  specimens  which  are  not  claimed  at  that  time, 
will  be  considered  as  given  to  the  Society,  and  will  be  sold  for  its 
benefit. 

14.  Contributors  ivill  be  required  to  furnish  a  list  of  their  articles 
to  the  Secretary  ! 


Special  Notice  !  By  vote  of  the  Trustees,  the  several  Com- 
mittees will  meet,  on  Wednesday,  September  18th ;  at  10  o'clock  A. 
M.,  to  make  their  awards.  And  the  cards  announcing  such,  awards 
will  be  affixed  to  the  successful  articles  as  soon  as  completed. 
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PREMIUMS. 


SPECIAL  PREMIUMS  FOR  PROFESSIONAL  GARDENERS  ONLY. 

For  superiority  in  greatest  number  of  departments,   in  the  present 
Exhibition. 

1st  Premium   $15  00 

2d  Premium   10  00 

[  Awarded  by  Committee  on  Exhibitions.  ] 
.  APPLES. 

Committee. — William  T.  Harlow,  Chairman ;  James  F.  Allen ; 
Samuel  H.  Colton ;  Stephen  S.  Foster ;  Samuel  A.  Knox  ;  J.  K. 
L.  Pickford,  of  Worcester  \  Cyrus  White,  of  Millbury  ;  and  Isaac 


B.  Hartwell  of  Oxford. 
CLASS  1.    For  the  best  collection  of   not  less  than  ten 

specimens  of  each  variety   $15  00 

For  the  2d  best    12  00 

For  the  3d  best   9  00 

CLASS  2.    For  the  best  twenty  named   varieties,  of  ten 

specimens  each   12  00 

For  the  2d  best   10  00 

For  the  3d  best   8  00 

CLASS  3.    For   the  best  twelve  named  varieties,  of  ten 

specimens  each   10  00 

For  the  2d  best   8  00 

For  the  3d  best   5  00 

CLASS  4.    For  the  best  six  named  varieties  of  ten  speci- 
mens each   6  00 

For  the  2d  best   4  00 

For  the  3d  best   2  00 
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CLASS  5.    For  the  best  three  named  varieties  of  ten  speci- 
mens each   $4  00 

For  the  2d  best   3  00 

For  the  3d  best   2  00 

SINGLE  DISHES.    For  best  twelve  Baldwin   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Astrachan  (Red)   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Duchess  of  Oldenburg   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Golden  Sweet   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Gravenstein   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Holden  Pippin   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Hubbardston  Nonesuch   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Leicester  Sweet   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Maiden's  Blush   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Mother   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Nonesuch   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Northern  Spy   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Palmer,  (Washington  Royal,).  .  .  2  00 

For  best  twelve  Peck's  Pleasant   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Porter   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Rhode  Island  Greening   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Roxbury  Russett   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Sheppard's  Sweet   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Tallman's  Sweet   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Williams'  Early  Red   2  00 

For  best  twelve  of  any  other  sort   2  00 


GRAPES,  PEACHES,  &c. 

Committee.  Edwin  Conant,  Chairman  ;  George  Jaques,  Thomas 
M.  Lamb,  W  W.  Cook,  William  H.  Earle,  Worcester;  Paul 
Whitin,  of  Wliitinsuille  ;  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton  ;  and  Joseph 
C.  Lovell.  of  West  Boylston. 

GRAPES. 

For  the  best  collection,  of  named  varieties,  grown  under  glass    $12  00 


For  the  2d  best   10  00 

For  the  3d  best   6  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  Black  Hamburg   2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 
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For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  other  Black  grape   $2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  White  Muscat   2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  other  variety  of  White ....  2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  well-ripened  out-door  grapes  not 

less  than  six  named  varieties   8  00 

For  the  2d  best   5  00 

For  the  3d  best   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Concord   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Croton   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Delaware   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Diana   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Eumelan  .'   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Hartford  Prolific   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Iona   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Isabella   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Israella   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Martha   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  3,  (  Massasoit,  ) .  .  .  .  3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  4,  (  Wilder,  )   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  7,   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  9,  (  Lindley,  )   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  15,  (  Agawam  ) .  .  .  .  3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  19,  (  Merrimac  ) .  .  .  3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  43,  (  Barry,  )   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Salem   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Senasqua   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Walter   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Worden's  Seedling   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  any  other  varietj^  of  superior  quality    3  00 

PLUMS. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  named  varieties .  5  00 

For  the  2d  best   3  00 

For  the  best  three  varieties   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 

For  the  best  single  plate   1  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 
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PEACHES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  six  varieties,  not  less  than  ten  speci- 
mens each   $8  00 

For  the  2d  best   5  00 

For  the  best  three  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each   5  00 

For  the  2d  best   3  00 

For  the  best  one  variety  of  twelve  specimens   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 

For  the  3d  best   1  00 

QUINCES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  three  varieties   5  00 

For  the  2d  best   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Orange  Quinces   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety   2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

PEARS. 


Committee. — Henry  L.  Parker,  Chairman  •  Heory  Phelps,  John  C. 
Newton  James  Draper,  O.  B.  Hadwen,  S.  Harrison  Knox,  of  Worces- 
ter ;  Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury  ;  and  John  F.  Johnson,  of  North- 


borough. 

CLASS  1.    For  the  best  twenty  named  varieties  of  twelve 

specimens  each   $16  00 

For  the  2d  best   12  00 

For  the  3d  best   10  00 

CLASS  2.    For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties  of  twelve 

specimens  each   12  00 

For  the  2d  best   9  00 

For  the  3d  best   6  00 

CLASS  3.    For  the  best  ten  named  varieties  of  twelve  speci- 
mens each   8  00 

For  the  2d  best   6  00 

For  the  3d  best   4  00 

CLASS  4.    For  the  best  five  named  varieties  of  twelve  speci- 
mens each   6  00 

For  the  2d  best   4  00 

For  the  3d  best   2  00 
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CLASS  5.    For  the  best  three  named  varieties  of  twelve  speci- 
mens each   4  00 

For  the  2d  best   3  00 

For  the  3d  best   2  00 

SINGLE  DISHES.    For  the  best  twenty-four  Seckel 

Pears  on  one  dish   2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Bartlett   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Belle  Lucrative   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Bosc   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Clairgeau   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  d'  Anjou   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  d'  Arenberg    2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Diel   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Easter   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Hardy   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Langelier   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Superfin   3  00 

For  the  2d  best.   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Clapp's  Favorite   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Dana's  Hovey   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Dix   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Doyenne  Boussock   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Doyenne  du  Cornice   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Duchesse  d'  Angouleme   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Dumas   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Durandeau   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Flemish  Beauty   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Goodale   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Glout  Morceau   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Howell   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Josephine  de  Malines   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Lawrence   3  00 
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For  the  2d  best     1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Marie  Louise   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Mt.  Vernon   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Paradis  d'  Automne   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Passe  Colmar.   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Sheldon   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  St.  Ghislain   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  St.  Michel  Archange   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Onondaga,  (Swan's  Orange)   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Urbaniste   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Winter  Nelis   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Winter  Pound   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety   2  00 


PLANTS,  FLOWERS,  &c,  &c, 
Committee. — Samuel  Flagg,   Chairman-   George  Cruickshanks  of 
Whitinsville  ;     Charles  Madaus,  Clarendon  Harris,  David  S.  Mes- 
singer,  Henry  Woodward  and  Henry  L.  Shumway  of  Worcester. 

STOVE  AND  GREENHOUSE  PLANTS. 

PLANTS  WITH  ORNAMENTAL  FOLIAGE. 


For  the  best  twelve   $20  00 

For  the  2d  best   12  00 

For  the  best  six   10  00 

For  the  2d  best   6  00 

For  the  best  single   3  00 

For  t';e  2d  best   1  00 

PLANTS  IN  BLOOM.    For  the  best  six   15  00 

For  the  2d  best   10  00 

For  the  3d  best   5  00 

For  the  best  single   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 
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RARE  AND  NEW  PLANTS.    For  the  best  collection.  .  8  00 

For  the  2d  best   4  00 

FERNS  AND  LYCOPODS.    For  the  best  collection   10  00 

For  the  2d  best.   5  00 

HANGING  BASKET.    For  the  best   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 

For  the  3d  best   1  00 

PARLOR  PLANTS.    From  Amateurs. 

For  the  best  collection   6  00 

For  the  2d  best   4  00 

For  the  3d  best   2  00 

SINGLE  PLANT.    For  the  best   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 

For  the  3d  best   1  00 

HANGING  BASKET.    For  the  best   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 

For  the  3d  best   1  00 

FERNERY  OR  WARDIAN  CASE,  from  any  source. 

For  the  best   6  00 

For  the  2d  best   4  00 

For  the  3d  best   2  00 

CUT  FLOWERS.    [Variety  and  arrangement  will  be  con- 
sidered, as  well  as  rarity  and  quantity.] 

For  the  best  collection  and  best  kept  during  the  exhi- 
bition, not  exceeding  5  stands   6  00 

For  the  2d  best   4  00 

For  the  3d  best   2  00 

For  the  best  stand   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 

For  the  3d  best   1  00 

For  the  best  arranged  basket  or  dish   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 

PARLOR  BOUQUETS.    For  the  best  pair   4  00 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 

For  the  3d  best   1  00 

HAND  BOUQUETS.    For  the  best  pair   3  00 

For  the  2d  best    2  00 
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FLORAL  DESIGN.    For  the  best  ,   6  00 

For  the  2d  best   4  00 

ASTERS.    For  the  best  display   4  00 

For  the  2d  best    3  00 

For  the  3d  best   2  00 

For  the  4th  best   1  00 

CARNATIONS  &  PICOTEES.    For  the  best  display  of 

named  varieties,   3  00 

For  the  2d  best    2  00 

CHINA  PINKS.    For  the  best  display   2  00 

DAHLIAS.    Class  1.    For  the  best  twelve  named  varieties  3  00 

For  the  2d  best    1  00 

Class  2.    For  the  best  twelve  liliputian  varieties  3  00 

GLADIOLUS.    For  the  best  collection,  named  or  unnamed 

varieties,  from  any  source   5  00 

•    For  the  2d  best   3  00 

Class  1.    For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties  5  00 

For  the  2d  best   3  00 

Class  2.    For  the  best  ten  named  varieties.  .  .  2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

For  the  best  specimen  spike   1  00 

For  the  best  seedling   1  00 

HOLLYHOCKS.    For  the  best  collection   3  00 

For  the  2d  best  collection    2  00 

IMMORTELLES.    For  the  best  collection  of  named  varieties  3  00 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 

ORNAMENTAL  GRASSES.    For  best  display   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 

PANSIES.    For  the  best  display   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 

For  the  3d  best   1  00 

PETUNIAS.    For  the  best  display   2  00 

ROSES.    Class  1.    For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties.  .  .  4  00 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 

Class  2.    For  the  best  ten  named  varieties   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 
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SWEET  PEAS.    For  the  best  display   2  00 

VERBENAS.    For  the  best  display   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 

For  the  best  display  of  Seedlings  ;    2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

ZINNIAS    For  the  best  display   3  00 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 


VEGETABLES. 
lUf"  All  entries  in  this  Department  must  be  made  with  the  Secretary, 
on  or  before  the  tenth  (10)  day  of  September.    And  all  vegetables 
exhibited  for  Premiums,  must  be  in  Washburn  Hall,  by  10  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  on  Wednesday,  the  eighteenth  day  of  September. 

Committee: — George  A.  Adams,  Chairman ;  Thomas  R.  Norcross, 
J.  D.  Lovell,  O.  L.  Hatch,  Rufus  Carter,  Daniel  Bemis,  Charles 
Belcher,  Alexander  Marsh,  and  William  H.  Hackett,  of  Worcester. 


COLLECTION.    For  the  best  general  collection  of  vegeta- 
bles   $20  00 

For  the  2d  best   15  00 

For  the  3d  best   10  00 

BEETS.    For  the  best  twelve  Long  Blood   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Early  Bassano   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Egyptian   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Sugar   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Turnip   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Mangold  Wurtzel   2  00 

CABBAGES.    For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  five 

varieties   5  00 

For  the  2d  best   3  00 

For  the  best  three  Large  Flat  Brunswick   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Drumhead   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen  Drumhead,  weight  not 

less  than  30  lbs   1  00 
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For  the  best  three  Drumhead  Savoy   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen     2  00 

For  the  best  three  Early  Sweinfurth   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Red  ,   2  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Savoy   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   2  00 

CARROTS.    For  the  best  twelve  Early  Horn  or  Short  Scar- 
let  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Long  Orange   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Red   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  White   2  00 

CAULIFLOWERS.    For  the  best  three  specimens   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   1  00 

CELERY.    For  the  best  six  roots   4  00 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 

CORN.    For  the  best  collection  of  Sweet  not  less  than  five 

varieties   5  00 

For  the  2d  best   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  ears  of  Sweet   2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

For  the  best  Yellow  or  Field,  of  twenty  ears  traced.  .  2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

CRANBERRIES.    For  the  best  peck   1  00 

EGG  PLANT.    For  the  best  four  specimens   1  00 

HORSE  RADISH.    For  the  best  Six  Roots   1  00 

MELONS.    For  best  two  Water   2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

For  the  best  Green  Flesh  three  specimens   1  00 

For  the  best  Yellow  Flesh    "           "    1  00 

ONIONS.    For  the  best  four  varieties  a  half  peck  of  each.  .  3  00 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 

For  the  best  half  peek  of  Red   1  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  Silver  Skin   1  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  White  Portugal   2  Of) 
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PARSNEPS.    For  the  best  twelve  Guernsey   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Hollow  Crown   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Student  ,   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Short     2  00 

POTATOES.    For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties,  a  half 

peck  of  each   12  00 

For  the  2d  best   8  00 

For  the  3d  best   4  00 

[And  the  Committee  may  award  Ten  Dollars,  ($10.00)  in  gratuities 
to  such  named  varieties,  as  in  their  opinion  merit  them.] 

PUMPKINS.    For  the  best  three,  weight  not  less  than  20 

lbs.,  each   2  00 

For  the  2d  best   1  00 

PEPPEKS.    For  the  best  half  peck                                  .  1  00 

SALSIFY.    For  the  best  twelve  specimens   1  00 

SQUAS  HES.    For  the  best  three  pure  Crookneck   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Canada  Crookneck   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Hubbard   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Mammoth   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Marrow   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Turban   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Yokohama   2  00 

TOMATOES.    For  the  best  collection,  not  less  than  six 

varieties,  and  not  less  than  twelve  of  each  variety  5  00 

For  the  2d'  best   3  00 

For  the  3d  best   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Boston  Market.   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Lester's  Perfected   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Tilden   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Trophy .  .  .  ,   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety   2  00 

TURNIPS.    For  the  best  twelve  English  or  Flat   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  French  White   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Ruta  Baga  or  Swedes   2  00 


TRANSACTIONS 


OF  THE 


Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1872, 


COMPRISING 


THE   EEPORTS    OF    THE    COMMITTEES    AT    THE    ANNUAL    EXHIBITION  ; 
THE  ANNUAL  REPORT    OF    THE  SECRETARY  AND  LIBRARIAN 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1872;  AND  THE  LIST  OF  FRUITS 
SELECTED  BY  THE  SOCIETY. 


REPORTS. 


REPORT  ON  APPLES. 

William  T.  Harlow,  Chairman;  James  F.  Allen;  Samuel  H. 
Colton;  Stephen  S.  Foster;  Samuel  A.  Knox;  J.  K.  L.  Pickford, 
of  Worcester;  Cyrus  White,  of  Millbury;  and  Isaac  B.  Hartwell, 
of  Oxford. 

The  Committee  on  Apples  submit  the  following  report : 
The  whole  number  of  competitors  for  the  premiums  offered  by  the 
society  for  apples  was  sixty-four.  The  whole  number  of  articles  entered 
to  compete  for  these  premiums  was  1201.  "Whether  considered  as  a 
whole,  or  with  reference  to  individual  entries,  it  was  a  splendid  collection 
of  fruit.  Finding  little  to  criticise  in  our  department  as  regards  matters 
of  substance,  we  are  the  more  free  to  find  fault  with  a  few  matters  of 
form. 

In  a  few  instances  the  names  of  varieties  did  not  accompany  the  plates 
on  which  they  were  exhibited,  and  in  a  few  others  the  names  were  in- 
correctly given. 

In  most  of  the  larger  collections  we  noticed  varieties  that,  although  the 
specimens  exhibited  appeared  well  enough  to  the  superficial  eye,  are 
notoriously  unworthy  of  culture  or  encouragement.  Who  would  think  of 
exhibiting  such  varieties  as  the  Gilly-flower  for  instance,  or  the  Ham- 
burg, so-called,  except  as  counters  to  swell  a  number  ? 

Probably  it  would  be  a  sufficient  remedy  against  offering  fruit  for 
premium  without  giving  the  name,  or  under  a  false  name,  to  exclude  the 
same  from  competition,  and  as  a  check  upon  including  unworthy  varieties 
for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  a  nominal  superiority,  limitation  in  respect 
to  the  maximum  number  of  entries  for  premiums  offered  for  best  col- 
lections would  doubtless  be  effectual. 
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Much  excellent  fruit  was  entered  to  compete  (for  the  premiums  offered 

for  single  plates),  and  the  duty  of  deciding  between  different  com- 
petitors was  one  of  no  small  difficulty. 

The  following  is  the  award  made  by  the  Committee  : 
CLASS  1.    For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  ten  specimens 

of  each  variety,  O.  B.  Hadwen  $15  00 

For  the  2d  best,  S  S.  Foster   12  00 

For  the  3d  best,  Sylvanus  Sears   9  00 

CLASS  2.    For  the  best  twenty  named  varieties,  of  ten  speci- 
mens each,  Adams  Foster,  of  Holden   12  00 

For  the  2d  best,  E.  M.  Banning   1C  00 

For  the  3d  best,  Jos.  A.  Denny,  of  Leicester   8  00 

CLASS  3.    For  the  best  twelve  named  varieties,  of  ten  speci- 
mens each,  Henry  Marble,  of  Millbury   10  00 

For  the  2d  best,  Ashley  Moore   8  00 

For  the  3d  best,  Wm.  Eames   5  00 

CLASS  4.    For  the  best  six  named  varieties  of  ten  specimens 

each,  Joseph  Boyden  ,   6  00 

For  the  2d  best,  Eri  Saunders   4  00 

For  the  3d  best,  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton  ,   2  00 

CLASS  5.    For  the  best  three  named  varieties  of  ten  specimens 

each,  O.  B.  Hadwen   4  00 

For  the  2d  best,  D.  B.  Comins   3  00 

For  the  3d  best,  S.  H.  Colton   2  00 

SINGLE  DISHES.    For  best  twelve  Baldwin,  Jas.  R.  Pierce   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Astrachan  (Red)  no  entry   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Duchess  of  Oldenburg,  no  entry   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Golden  Sweet,  Addison  Lovell,  of  W.  Boyls- 

ton    2  00 

For  best  twelve  Gravenstein,  Addison  Lovell,  W.  Boylston...  2  00 

For  best  twelve  Holden  Pippin,  William  Eames   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  J.  R.  Pierce   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Leicester  Sweet,  Joab  Hapgood,  of  Shrews- 
bury  2  00 

For  best  twelve  Maiden's  Blush,  Charles  E.  St.  John   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Mother,  D.  B.  Comins   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Nonesuch,  O.  B.  Hadwen   2  CO 

For  best  twelve  Northern  Spy,  Chas  H.  Smith,  of  Millbury...  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Palmer,  (Washington  Royal,)  no  entry...  2  00 

For  best  twelve  Peck's  Pleasant,  no  entry   2  00 
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For  best  twelve  Porter,  Mrs.  H.  R.  Hapgood,   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Rhode  Island  Greening,  Eli  Johnson   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Roxbury  Russett,  O.  B.  Hadwen   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Sheppard's  Sweet,  S.  S.  Foster   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Tallman's  Sweet,  Alfred  Davis   2  00 

For  best  twelve  Williams'  Early  Red,  S.  S.  Foster   2  00 

For  best  twelve  of  any  other  sort,  S.  S.  Foster,  (Juniata)   2  00 

GRATUITIES. 

For  collection  entered  in  Class  2,  Cyrus  White,  of  Millbury    3  00 

For  collection  entered  in  Class  2,  A.  H.  Sears  !   3  00 

For  collection  entered  in  Class  3,  Stephen  Salisbury   3  00 

For  collection  informally  entered  in  Class  3,  Newell  Wood,  of 

Millbury  .'   3  00 

For  collection  entered  in  class  4,  J.  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston..  1  00 

For  collection  entered  in  class  4,  J.  K.  L.  Pickfoid   1  00 

For  collection  entered  in  class  4,  Wm.  Howe,  of  Millbury   1  00 

For  collection  entered  in  class  4,  Charles  H.  Smith,  of  Millbury...  1  00 

For  collection,  Amos  Batcheller     2  00 

For  Lyscoms,  Joab  Hapgood,  of  Shrewsbury   1  00 

For  collection,  Chas.  Morse,  Jr.,   2  00 

For  collection,  E.  S.  &  I.  Howes,    2  00 

For  collection,  B.  F.  Mclntyre     1  00 

For  Belleflower,  Wm.  Howe,  of  Millbury    1  00 

For  King  of  Tompkins  County,  Charles  H.  Smith,  of  Millbury...  1  00 

For  collection,  Wm.  Y.  Holman    2  CO 


The  Committee  may  perhaps  be  pardoned  if,  as  a  result  of  their  expe- 
rience, they  venture  to  suggest  two  practical  questions  for  consideration 
by  the  Society. 

1.  Should  not  this  Society  take  more  pains  to  advertise  its  exhibitions 
and  premiums  ? 

2.  Should  not  this  Society  postpone  its  Annual  Exhibition  till  after 
the  harvest  of  late  Fall  and  Winter  fruit  ? 

Excellent  as  was  our  exhibition  of  Apples  this  year,  it  fell  far  short 
of  what  Worcester  County  is  capable.  Our  exhibition  was  this  year,  and 
so  far  as  remembered,  always  has  been  held  on  the  same  days  as  that  of 
the  Worcester  County  Agricultural  Society.  Years  ago,  when  that 
society  held  its  cattle  shows  on  the  Old  Common,  and  before  the  compe- 
tition of  four  incorporate  and  divers  unincorporate  rivals  had  diminished 
attendance  upon  its  shows,  and  transformed  it  into  a  jockey  club,  there 
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might  have  been  an  advantage  to  this  Society  in  holding  its  annual  exhi- 
bition at  the  same  time  with  that.  That  society  annually  offers  and 
awards  premiums  for  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  extensively  advertises 
them  by  posting  them  up,  printed  on  large  handbills,  in  the  post  offices 
and  other  conspicuous  places  in  the  country  towns  throughout  the  county. 
Now  the  people  of  the  county  outside  of  this  city,  know  very  little  of 
this  Society,  and  Vuany  conceive  it  to  be  identical  with  the  Agricultural 
Society — a  misconception  that  gathers  strength  from  the  two  societies 
holding  exhibitions  on  the  same  days.  To  correct  this  misconception 
should  not  this  Society  hold  its  annual  exhibition  at  a  different' time ,  and 
to  meet  the  competition  of  that  society  should  not  this  Society  advertise 
its  premiums  in  the  same  manner  which  that  society  does  ? 

And  there  is  another  reason  for  selecting  a  different  time  for  holding 
our  annual  exhibition.  The  more  valuable  portion  of  the  Apple  crop 
of  Worcester  County,  the  winter  and  late  fall  fruit,  ought  not  to  be  and 
will  not  be  harvested,  no  matter  what  premiums  are  offered  or  how  well 
known  they  are,  till  at  least  two  or  three  weeks  later  than  the  Annual 
Exhibition  was  held  this  year.  And  there  arc  not  three  weeks  of  the 
whole  season,  of  more  importance  to  the  growth  and  perfection  of  the 
fruit  than  the  last  three.  The  chairman  of  your  Committee  attending 
a  town  fair  in  one  of  the  adjoining  towns — where,  by  the  way,  he  saw 
an  exhibition  of  apples  not  much,  if  any,  inferior  in  substantial  qualities 
to  ours — asked  several  farmers  whom  he  met  there  and  knew  to  be  large 
growers  of  apples  for  the  market,  why  they  did  not  enter  their  fruits  at 
our  exhibition.  One  replied  that  he  belonged  to  our  Society  and  that  one 
year  it  gave  him  a  premium  on  his  apples.  Further  inquiry  revealed  the 
fact  that  he  meant  the  Worcester  County  Agricultural  Society.  This  man 
is  a  good  farmer,  skilled  in  apple  culture,  and  to  use  his  own  language  has 
"  slathers  of  apples  this  year."  Others  made  replies  that  showed  a  like 
misconception.  Others  who  knew  of  our  exhibition  and  of  our  separate 
existence,  knew  nothing  of  our  premiums,  and  all  with  one  accord  said 
that  our  exhibition  was  too  early  for  them.  It  was  impracticable  to  go 
over  large  orchards  hunting  best  specimens.  Such  could  only  be  selected 
at  the  harvest  of  the  whole,  and  they  would  not  for  any  premiums  or 
exhibition  harvest  winter  apples  in  the  middle  of  September. 

Without  further  discussing  these  questions  here  let  us  add  that  if  they 
shall  be  thought  worthy  of  further  consideration,  they  ought  always  to 
be  viewed  in  the  light  of  the  facts  that  Worcester  County  is  the  proper 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  this  Society  and  that  winter  apples  are  the  most 
valuable  horticultural  product  of  the  county. 

Repeated  failure  of  the  Apple  crop  for  some  years  past  has  been  the 
subject  of  much  speculation  and  the  favorite  theory  of  Mr.  Andrew 
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Knight,  President  of  the  London  Horticultural  Society,  an  eminent 
practical  horticulturist  and  writer  upon  horticultural  subjects,  that  a 
variety  of  fruit,  as,  for  instance,  the  Kussett  or  Greening  Apple,  propa- 
gated by  grafting  could  not  at  the  farthest  outlive  the  tree  with  which 
the  variety  originated,  has  been  evoked  from  the  obscurity  into  which  it 
had  fallen,  to  explain  the  failure  of  Apples.  It  has  been  said  that  our 
grafted  apples  were,  in  accordance  with  this  theory,  running  out  and  dis- 
appearing by  exhaustion.  But  while  the  Apple  crop  of  this  year  has 
little  tendency  to  support  this  theory,  and  although  it  has  been  proved 
by  experiment  that  grafted  trees  will  continue  to  live  and  thrive  and  bear 
fruit  long  after  the  death  from  old  age  of  the  original  tree  from  which 
the  grafts  were  taken,  still  it  seems  to  me  not  improbable  that  this  theory 
of  Mr.  Knight  may  turn  out  like  many  other  theories  when  fully  sub- 
jected to  the  experimentum  crucis,  to  be  at  least  a  half-truth.  A  view  of 
this  question — as  to  the  permanence  of  varieties — based  upon  certain 
physiological  facts  relative  to  the  general  subject  of  organic  reproduction, 
has  occurred  to  me,  which  I  will  offer  for  what  it  is  worth. 

There  are  two  methods  of  reproduction  in  the  animal  as  well  as  the 
vegetable  kingdoms  of  nature — sexual  union  and  budding,  technically 
called  gemmation  from  gemma,  a  bud,  or  tission  from  jissio,  to  divide. 

The  two  important  discoveries  that  there  is  distinction  of  sex  in  plants 
as  well  as  animals,  and  that  many  of  the  lower  forms  of  animals  reproduce 
like  plants,  by  budding,  proves  the  intimate  relationship  of  the  two  grand 
divisions  of  organic  being.  It  is  true  of  plants  as  well  as  animals  that 
from  the  union  of  male  and  female  results  an  embryonic  germ  or  ovule, 
(rudimentary  seed  or  egg)  which  developes  into  a  new  individual.  It  is 
also  true  that  certain  animals  of  the  invertebrate  sub-kingdoms,  as  the 
oyster,  for  instance,  may  reproduce  by  budding  or  the  natural  fission  of 
one  individual  into  two  or  more.  And  nearly  all  plants,  perhaps  all,  can 
be  reproduced  in  both  methods,  that  is,  either  from  the  seed  or  from  buds. 
We  are  accustomed  to  regard  the  apple  tree  as  of  the  singular  number, 
an  individual,  and  such  is  not  only  the  popular  opinion,  but  there  is  for  it 
the  authority,  not  only  of  all  our  grammarians,  logicians  and  dictionary 
makers,  but  even  of  the  botanists,  who,  though  they  know  better,  yet  for 
the  sake  of  convenience  in  classification  treat  a  tree  as  an  individual 
just  as  the  astronomers  adopt  the  popular  phrases  in  regard  to  the  sun's 
rising  and  setting.  Logically  speaking,  however,  an  individual  is  that 
which  cannot  be  divided  without  ceasing  to  be,  and  the  term  is  applied 
to  organic  beings  animal  or  vegetable  as  distinguished  from  inorganic 
matter  which  is  divisible  ad  libitum.  But  a  tree  can  be  divided.  Every 
bud  upon  it  is  an  individual,  can  be  separated  from  the  parent  stock  and 
is  capable  of  becoming  itself  another  tree.  And  a  tree  with  many  buds 
upon  it  is  as  much  a  colony  or  community  as  a  bee-hive  or  a  coral-reef. 
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Now  in  the  vegetable  kingdom  and  in  most  of  the  invertebrate  orders  of 
animals — all  perhaps,  except  insects — the  two  methods  of  reproduction, 
sexual  union  and  budding,  regularly  alternate  with  each  other.  Thus  the 
polyps,  coral  animals  permanently  attached  to  rocks  in  the  bottom  of  the 
sea,  commence  the  process  of  reproduction  by  forming  buds  which  at 
length  detach  themselves,  and  floating  away  become  jelly-fishes  which 
lay  eggs,  from  which  arise  the  young  polyps  which  after  swimming  about 
for  a  while,  either  attach  themselves  to  the  parent  reef  and  assist  in  its 
construction  or  start  a  new  colony  upon  another  rock.  This  is  called 
alternate  generation,  and  though  limited  in  the  animal  kingdom  to  the 
lower  forms  of  life,  is  probably  universal  among  plants.  And  it  is  a  well 
established  fact  in  natural  history  that  no  animal  at  least  can  be  perma- 
nently reproduced  by  the  process  of  budding  alone.  There  must  be 
regular  recurrence  to  the  other  method,  the  union  of  sexes.  In  some 
cases  of  animal  reproduction  there  are  several  intermediate  generations 
produced  by  budding,  allways  followed  however  by  sexual  union  and 
recurrence  to  the  original  form. 

Nor  does  it  make  any  difference  that  in  most  of  the  low  forms  of  ani- 
mal life  the  individuals  are  hermaphrodite  or  both  male  and  female.  Such 
is  the  case  to  a  large  extent,  though  not  universally,  among  plants.  Such 
is  the  case  with  the  apple  tree,  which  produces  its  stamens  and  pistils 
both  in  the  same  flower  or  to  use  the  technical  term  is  androgynous/ 
The  wonderful  facts  of  alternate  generation,  though  our  familiarity  with 
them  excites  less  wonder,  are  as  true  of  the  apple  tree  as  they  are  of 
the  oyster  or  the  polyp.  Its  generations  go  on  alternating  in  an  endless 
and  ever  recurring  cycle  from  seeds  to  buds  and  from  buds  to  seeds. 
Propagation  from  the  seed  reproduces  the  species  ;  from  buds,  the  indi- 
vidual. By  the  artificial  transfer  of  buds  from  one  stock  to  another, 
called  grafting  or  budding,  we  for  a  time  perpetuate  a  variety.  The 
question  we  are  attempting  to  answer,  is,  whether  a  variety  can  be  per- 
manently reproduced  in  this  way.  Can  nature  be  compelled  by  ait  to 
abandon  her  cycle  of  alternating  generations  and  follow  one  of  her 
methods  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other  ? 

Looking  at  this  question  in  the  light  of  the  physiological  facts  above 
referred  to,  reasoning  from  analogy,  we  should  be  led  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  varieties  cannot  be  permanently  reproduced  by  grafting.  Of 
course  it  might  be  replied  that  "  analogy  is  an  unsafe  guide,"  that  in  nat- 
ural history  no  question  can  be  positively  determined  by  a  deductive 
argument,  and  that  experiment  is  the  only  true  test.  The  verdict  of 
experience,  it  is  true,  is  not  yet  fully  made  up,  but  a  considerate  view  of 
all  known  facts  as  to  the  permanence  of  varieties  seems  also  to  indicate 
the  negative  answer.  All  our  existing  varieties  of  the  apple  are  compar- 
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atively  recent  and  modern.  Take  up  any  modern  author,  like  Downing, 
for  instance,  who  professes  to  classify,  describe  and  give  the  history  of 
all  existing  varieties  that  have  been  named  and  you  shall  search  in  vain 
for  any  that  can  be  traced  back  more  than  two  or  three  generations  of 
men.  One  may  read  in  the  younger  Pliny,  who  wrote  about  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Christian  era,  glowing  eulogies  of  twenty-nine  kinds  of 
apples  then  cultivated  in  Italy,  together  with  his  prediction  that  "  the 
best  of  them  would  immortalize  their  first  grafters  forever — such  as  took 
their  names  from  Manlius,  Cestius  Matus  and  Claudius."  Where  are 
these  immortal  apples  now  ?  Where  have  they  been  for  eighteen  cen- 
turies last  past  ?  If  we  look  at  the  facts  we  shall  see  that  nothing  is 
more  certain  than  that  for  some  reason,  varieties  of  the  apple  have  been 
as  yet  only  temporarily  reproduced.  Such  is  also  the  case  with  other 
vegetable  products — notably  so  with  the  potato — which  are  all  except  the 
small  grains  propagated  by  some  form  of  budding,  as  strawberries  from 
runners,  potatoes  from  tubers,  the  lily  from  bulblets,  onions  from  prolif- 
erous bulbs,  grapes  from  cuttings,  etc. 

The  doctrine  of  Mr.  Knight  stated  in  its  narrow  and  literal  form — 
that  grafted  fruits  cannot  outlive  the  trees  from  which  the  grafts  were 
taken — is  now  universally  admitted  to  be  untenable.  But  as  regards  the 
wider  question,  as  to  the  permanence  of  vaiieties,  the  preponderance 
of  argument  and  evidence  seems  to  be  against  it. 

"  Naturam  expelles  furca,  tamen  usque  recurret." 

The  apple  crop  of  the  present  year  is  excellent  and  abundant  and  will 
doubtless  have  the  effect  to  restore  some  of  the  lost  confidence  in  apple 
culture.  If  any  one  having  an  apple  orchard  has  ever  felt  an  inclination 
to  follow  the  bad  advice  of  those  who  advised  cutting  down  apple  trees, 
witnessing  and  enjoying  the  present  crop,  let  him  realize  how  bad  such 
advice  really  was,  and  forever  abandon  thought  of  such  vandalism. 

Why  is  the  apple  crop  of  this  year  so  abundant  as  compared  Avith  that 
of  most  others  of  the  past  decade  ?  Before  attempting  to  suggest  an 
entire  answer  to  this  question  let  us  first  notice  what  has  been  often  said 
and  is  currently  believed,  that  the  Baldwin  apple  tree  bears  only  in  alter- 
nate years,  that  is,  the  even  years  of  our  era.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
is  substantially  true.  The  product  of  Baldwin  apples  in  the  even  years, 
does  greatly  exceed  that  of  the  odd  years.  A  very  large  percentage  of 
apples  grown  in  the  New  England  States  for  the  market  are  Baldwins, 
and  the  alternation  of  this  variety  of  fruit  has  been  extensively  noticed 
and  is  well  known.  But  the  fact  of  more  abundant  crops  alternating  with 
less  abundant,  is  just  as  true  of  other  varieties  of  grafted  apples  as  it  is 
of  the  Baldwin.  Grafting  dwarfs  a  tree  and  causes  it  to  produce  more 
fruit  than  it  otherwise  would  produce,  diverting  its  energies  from  growth 
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to  reproduction.  The  graft,  hospitably  received  by  the  native  stock  as  a 
guest,  directly  becomes  a  parasite  and  makes  so  severe  a  draught  upon  its 
host,  that  it  is  unable  to  respond  fully  to  it  oftener  than  once  in  two 
years.  If  other  varieties  of  the  apple  were  as  common  as  the  Baldwin 
the  alternation  of  their  crops  would  have  been  as  much  noticed.  The 
present  is  the  even  or  bearing  year  of  the  Baldwin,  and  all  other  varieties 
are  abundant  also.  I  believe  the  apple  crop  of  the  present  year,  will, 
though  that  of  1870  was  large,  exceed  that  of  any  year  since  1862.  Be- 
tween the  years  1803  and  1869  inclusive,  there  was  not  any  large  crop  of 
apples  in  the  New  England  States.  Careful  observers,  however,  will 
remember  that  in  the  even  years  there  was  profusion  of  apple  bloom  in 
the  sjjring,  which  according  to  Mehan's  theory  is  even  more  exhaustive 
of  vegetative  life  and  energy  than  actual  reproduction. 

That  all  varieties  of  grafted  apples  should  have  the  same  bearing 
year,  should  be  greatly  more  productive  in  the  even  than  in  the  odd 
years,  is  indeed  a  singular  fact,  but  no  more  singular  than  that  all  Bald- 
wins, no  matter  in  what  year  planted,  transplanted  or  grafted,  should 
all  have  the  same  bearing  year.  That  there  are  occasional  exceptions  is 
true — true  of  the  Baldwin  and  of  all  other  varieties.  But  I  believe  it 
can  be  laid  down  as  a  fact  to  be  recognized  in  apple  culture  of  all 
varieties  that  the  greater  crops  have  been  in  the  past  and  may  be  expected 
in  the  future,  in  the  even  years. 

Now  as  regards  the  repeated  failure  of  the  apple  crop  in  years  past,  if 
I  am  not  mistaken  in  my  theoiy  the  cause  is  not  far  to  seek.  Severity  of 
cold  in  winter  has  been  assigned  as  the  cause.  Every  winter  doubtless 
all  trees  in  this  latitude  are  completely  frozen,  root,  body  and  branch, 
and  a  diminution  of  temperature  to  that  of  the  arctic  regions  or  of  the 
inter-stellar  spaces  would  have  no  further  effect  upon  them.  In  Spring, 
however,  as  soon  as  the  frost  comes  out  of  the  ground  around  the  roots, 
the  tree  awakes  from  its  hibernation  and  resumes  its  active  vegetative  life. 
The  sap  ascends,  in  due  time  the  fruit  buds  bloom,  and  the  embiyonic 
fruit  is  formed  or  "sets."  Now  is  the  critical  time  when  frost  is 
fatal.  While  no  degree  of  cold  in  January  wTould  have  done  the  slightest 
harm,  the  tender  embryo  that  promises  a  future  apple  cannot  endure 
the  slightest  freezing.  Now  so  long  as  the  root  of  a  tree  is  frozen,  there 
is  no  possibility  that  the  fruit  buds  should  "  start,"  and  if  the  frost  can 
be  kept,  either  by  nature  or  art,  from  coming  out  of  ground  around  the 
trees  till  danger  of  late  frosts  is  past,  then  the  fruit  buds  may  safely 
bloom.  Years  ago,  the  snow  falling  after  the  roots  of  trees  and  the 
ground  around  them  had  frozen,  and  remaining  till  late  in  Spring,  afforded 
the  natural  protection  to  the  fruit  buds  against  too  early  development. 
More  recently  our  climate  seems  to  be  undergoing  some  changes — has 


80 


WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 


[1872. 


changed  to  some  extent  within  the  memory  of  the  generation  still  living. 
There  is  less  snow  in  Winter,  and  consequently  it  disappears  earlier  in 
Spring.  Periods  of  alternate  warmth  and  cold,  frequently  succeed  each 
other  in  March,  April  and  May,  and  yet  our  seasons  are  obviously  growing- 
later  and  later.  The  past  season  in  respect  to  the  permanence  of  cold  in 
the  Spring  months  was  exceptional.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Win- 
ter was  prolonged  with  unusual  severity  into  and  even  through  the  month 
of  April,  and  the  frost  did  not  wholly  come  out  of  the  ground  till  far  into 
May.  The  effect  of  this  was  to  keep  back  vegetation,  and,  as  regards  the 
fruit  buds  of  the  apple,  to  retard  their  swelling  and  development  till 
danger  of  late  frosts  had  past.* 
,  Another  fact  having  an  important  bearing  upon  the  apple  crop  of  the 
present  year  is  that  with  the  exception  of  the  ravages  of  the  canker 
worm,  the  operations  of  insect  enemies  of  the  apple  have  been  less  de- 
structive than  usual.  The  abundant  rains  have  evidently  interfered  with 
the  summer  campaigns  of  the  codling  moth  and  the  curculio,  and  early 
compelled  the  caterpillar  to 

"  Fold  his  tent  like  the  Arab  and  silently  steal  away." 

And  now  the  true  answer  to  the  question  we  have  been  considering — 
as  to  the  abundance  of  the  present  apple  crop  as  compared  with  some 
,   others — I  conceive  to  be  : 

1.  That  the  present  is  the  even  or  bearing  year  for  grafted  apples. 

2.  There  were  no  frosts  in  Spring  after  the  tiowering  of  the  trees. 

3.  Insect  injuries  to  the  apple  tree  and  its  fruit  (those  of  the  canker 
worm  excepted)  have  been  comparatively  few. 

In  certain  portions  of  this  State,  during  the  past  season,  the  ravages 
of  the  canker  worm  upon  apple  trees  have  been  severe.  Those,  however, 
who  have  applied  the  proper  remedies  and  preventives,  have  had,  as  they 
always  will,  the  satisfaction  of  victory  over  this  worst  enemy  of  the 

*Since  the  above  was  written  my  attention  has  been  called  to  some  remarks  by  a  veteran  farmer  at 
the  last  November  meetiDg  of  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Agriculture,  at  Fall  River,  as  reported  by 
Mr.  Secretary  Flint  in  his  Report  for  1872,  illustrating  from  an  experience  and  observation  of  "  three 
score  years  and  ten  and  upwards,"'  the  effect  of  late  frosts  upon  the  apple  crop.  After  alluding  to  the 
enormous  crops  of  apples  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago,  when  the  snow  lay  much  later  upon  the  ground  thau 
it  usually  does  now,  and  particularly  to  the  crop  of  1815,  when  the  great  September  gale  left  apples 
piled  on  top  of  each  other  under  the  trees,  and  contrasting  those  seasons  with  more  recent  ones,  in  re- 
gard to  snow  in  Winter  and  frost  in  Spring,  he  related  the  case  of  the  owner  of  a  large  orchard,  who 
artificially,  though  unintentionally  kept  back  his  trees  from  blossoming  until  very  late  in  Spring.  This 
orchard  had  always  blossomed  profusely,  but  for  many  years  bore  no  fruit.  One  winter,  after  the 
ground  had  frozen  hard,  the  owner  turned  his  sheep  into  this  orchard  and  carried  into  it  a  large 
quantity  of  rubbish,  straw,  corn-stalks  and  the  like,  which  covered  the  ground  all  over.  When  Spring 
came,  it  was  so  late  before  his  trees  bloomed  that  the  owner  thought  they  were  all  dead.  At  length, 
however,  the  frost  came  out  of  the  ground,  and  the  orchard  blossomed  profusely  and  bore  abundantly. 
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orchard.  Lt,  is,  however,  very  disheartening  to  the  persistent  and  vigi- 
lant lighter  of  noxious  insects,  even  though  gratified  with  his  own  success, 
to  see  his  neighbors  engaged  in  propagating  the  brood.  A  few  years 
ago,  when  the  pleuro  pneumonia  first  appeared  in  this  State  it  was  thought 
to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  the  calling  of  an  extra  session  of 
the  General  Court  and  the  appointment  of  a  special  commission  with 
despotic  power  over  all  property  invested  in  horned  cattle.  The  necessity 
for  the  exercise  of  like  prompt  and  efficient  measures  for  suppression  of 
the  canker  worm  is  hardly  less  imminent.  It  is  a  proper  subject  for  legis- 
lation. Let  a  statute  be  passed,  making  it  the  duty  of  proper  officers  to 
cause  preventive  measures  to  be  taken,  such  as  the  application  of  tar  or 
printers-ink  to  the  trees  of  such  persons  as  neglect,  after  due  notice,  to  do 
it  themselves;  and  assess  upon  them  the  expense  the  same  as  for  a  better- 
ment. There  is  the  same  authority  for  such  legislation  as  there  is  for  the 
Dog  law,  or  for  the  Game  or  Fish  laws. 

The  canker  worm,  however,  is  only  one  of  the  countless  herd  of 
noxious  insects,  and  the  apple  tree  is  only  one  of  our  domestic  plants 
subject  to  injury  by  them.  Professor  Charles  V.  Riley,  Editor  of  the 
American  Entomologist  and  Botanist,  and  Entomologist  to  the  State  of 
Missouri,  estimates  that  "  the  annual  loss  to  American  agriculture  from 
little  bugs  is  not  less  than  three  hundred  million  dollars."  And  this  loss 
is  annually  increasing.  Competition  of  civilized  with  uncivilized  man  for 
•possession  of  America  is  not  ended  before  the  victor's  title  is  again  dis- 
puted, this  time  by  far  more  formidable  competitors,  and  all  the  more 
formidable  because  they  are  despised.  The  public  apathy  in  regard  to 
insects  injurious  to  vegetation  is  something  amazing.  Here,  however,  as 
is  usually  the  case,  the  policy  of  despising  an  enemy  will  have  to  be  tried 
before  its  unsafety  is  perceived.  But  that  certain  kinds  of  little  bugs  are 
a  far  more  dangerous  enemy  to  civilization  than  savage  men,  is  a  fact  that 
will  not  have  to  wait  many  generations  for  recognition;  and  the  day  is 
not  far  distant  when  the  science  of  economic  entomology,  or  knowledge 
of  the  dark  ways  and  vain  tricks  of  little  bugs  that  subsist  on  cultivated 
plants  will  be  of  more  value  to  the  practical  legislator  than  to  have  at  his 
tongue's  end  all  the  sophistries  £hat  were  ever  written,  sung  or  spoken  by 
Horace  Greeley  or  any  other  man  in  favor  of  protection. 

As  regards  the  flavor  and  quality  of  apples  grown  this  year,  doubtless 
they  wTould  have  been  improved  by  substitution  of  a  period  of  drought  in 
place  of  the  rains  of  August  and  September.  The  quantity  of  alcoholic 
spirit  in  an  apple  is  the  test  of  its  valuable  qualities.  By  averaging  the 
returns  of  fruit  distilleries  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Bureau  of  Internal  Revenue,  during  the  fiscal  year  1871,  it  was  found  that 
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a  gallon  of  brandy*  was  obtained  by  distillation  from  10.75  gallons  of 
cider.  The  average  product  of  spirit  from  cider  made  in  the  New  Eng- 
land States  was  considerably  higher  than  this.  The  average  for  this  (8th 
Mass.,)  district  was  one  gallon  of  brandy  to  9.42  gallons  of  cider,  or  about 
one  and  one-third  per  cent,  above  the  average  of  the  country,  a  difference 
sufficient  to  account  for  the  superior  flavor  and  conserving  quality  of  our 
apples  over  those  grown  in  the  West,  South,  and  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  It 
has  been  truly  remarked,  however,  that  the  flavor  of  our  apples,  and  of 
the  cider  made  from  them  this  year  is  not  quite  as  good  as  usual,  and 
persons  engaged  in  distilling  cider  in  this  district  report  that  this  Fall  it 
rapidly  becomes  sour,  a  fact  from  which  they  infer  the  presence  of  a  low 
per  cent,  of  alcohol.  If  this  inference  be  correct  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
apples  may  not  keep  this  winter  quite  as  well  as  usual. 

WILLIAM  T.  HARLOW, 
Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  GRAPES,  PEACHES,  &c. 

Edwin  Conant,  Chairman;  George  Jaques,  Thomas  M.  Lainb,W. 
W.  Cook,  William  H.  Earle,  Worcester  ;  Paul  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville  ; 
F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton  ;  and  Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston. 

For  the  best  collection  of  named  varieties,  grown  under  glass, 

Wm.  T.  Merrifield  $12  00 

For  the  second  best,  P.  L.  Moen   10  00 


For  the  third  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   6  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  Black  Hamburg,  P.  L.  Moen,   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  Wm.  T.  Merrifield    1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  other  Black  grape,  P.  L.  Moen, 

(Wilmot  Hamburg)...  ,   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  Wm.  T.  Merryield,  (Victoria Hamburg)  1  00 
For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  White  Muscat,  Stephen  Salisbury 

(Alexandria)   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  P.  L.  Moen,  (Alexandria)   1  00 


*Proof  spirit  which,  according  to  the  department  standard,  contains  %  its  volume  of  alcohol. 
Specific  gravity,  7939,  60°  F.  A  small  lot  of  choice  cider  made  from  Roxbury  Russetts  and  distilled 
in  Southbridge  in.  1870,  yielded  at  the  rate  of  1  of  Apple  Jack  to  7%  of  cider,  about  4  per  cent,  above 
the  United  States  average. 

Average  of  United  States,  .  .  .  1  to  10.75,  or  .093  per  cent. 

"  8th  District,        .  .  .  1  to  9.42,  or  .105 

Russets  in  Southbridge,  .  .  .  1  to  7.50,  or  .133  " 
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For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  other  variety  of  White,  F.  M. 

Marble,  (White  Frontignan)   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  P.  L.  Moen,  (White  Nice)   1  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  well-ripened  out-door  grapes  not  less  than 

six  named  varieties,  Frank  J.  Kinney   8  00 

For  the  second  best,  Joseph  C.  Lovell   5  00 

For  the  third  best,  Lewis  S.  Carpenter   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Concord,  Stephen  S.  Foster   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Croton,  no  entry   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Delaware,  no  entry   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Diana,  John  C.  Whitin   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Eumelan,  Frank  J.  Kinney   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Hartford  Prolific,  S.  V.  Stone   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Iona,  John  C.  Whitin   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Isabella,  Geo.  H.  Estabrook   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Israella,  Frank  J.  Kinney   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Martha,  Joseph  C.  Lovell   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Eogers  No.  4,   (Wilder),   Frank  J. 

Kinney   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Kogers  No.  7,  Joseph  C.  Lovell   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Eogers  No.  9,  (Lindley),  Joseph  C. 

Lovell   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Kogers  No.  15,  (Agawam),  no  entry...  3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  19,  (Merrimac),  no  entry.  2  00 
For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  43,  (Barry),  Joseph  C. 

Lovell   3  00  ' 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Salem   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Senasqua,  no  entry   2  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Walter,  Joseph  C.  Lovell   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Worden's  Seedling,  Joseph  C.  Lovell  3  00 
For  the  best  four  clusters  of  any  other  variety  of  superior  quality, 

Joseph  C.  Lovell  .,   3  00 

Of  the  Seedling  presented  by  Frank  J.  Kinney,  the  committee  speak 
approvingly — bunches  small,  well  ripened  and  good  quality. 

PLUMS. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  named  varieties,  no 

entry   o  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   3  00 

For  the  best  three  varieties,  no  entry   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   2  00 
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For  the  best  single  plate,  (Purple  Gage)  Stephen  S.  Foster   1  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   1  00 

PEACHES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  six  varieties,  not  less  than  ten  specimens 

each,  Wm.  Howe,  of  Millbury   8  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   5  00 

For  the  best  three  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  John  B. 

Pratt   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  Joseph  C.  Lovell,  West  Boylston   3  00 

For  the  best  one  variety  of  twelve  specimens,  Alonzo  Whitcomb, 

(Early  Crawford)   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  C.  Morse,  Jr   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  C.  Needham.   1  00 

For  one  plate  of  Seedlings,  H.  F.  Loomis,  gratuity   1  00 

QUIXCES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  three  varieties,  no  entry  ...  5  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   3  00 

For  thefbest  twelve  Orange  Quinces,  Adams  Foster  of  Holden   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety,  no  entry..   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   2  00 

For  fine  specimens  of  La  Versaillais  Currants,  Joseph  E.  Phelps, 

gratuity   1  00 


REPORT  ON  PEARS. 

Henry  L.  Parker,  Chairman  ;  Henry  Phelps,  John  C.  Newton, 
James  Draper,  O.  B.  Hadwen,  S.  Harrison  Knox,  of  Worcester ;  Newell 
Wood,  of  Millbury  ;  and  John  F.  Johnson,  of  Northborouah. 
CLASS  1.    For  the  best  twenty  named  varieties  of  twelve  speci- 
mens each,  Wm.  H.  Earle  $16  00 

For  the  second  best,  V.  P.  Townsend   12  00 

For  the  third  best,  S.  S.  Foster   10  00 
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CLASS  2.    For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties  of  twelve  speci- 
mens each,  Alfred  Davis,   12  00 

For  the  second  best,  James  Draper..   9  00 

For  the  third  best,  F.  M*.  Marble,  of  Grafton   0  00 

CLASS  3.    For  the  best  ten  named  varieties  of  twelve  specimens 

each,  James  F.  Allen    8  00 

For  the  second  best,  Adams  Foster,  of  Holden   6  00 

For  the  third  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   4  00 

CLASS  4.    For  the  best  five  named  varieties  of  twelve  specimens 

each,  E.  W.  Lincoln   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  John  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  Wm.  G.  Maynard   2  00 

CLASS  5.    For  the  best  three  named  varieties  of  twelve  speci- 
mens each,  L.  S.  Carpenter   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  Eri  Saunders   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award   2  00 

SINGLE  DISHES.    For  the  best  twenty-four  Seckel  Pears  on 

one  dish,  John  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville,  4  lbs.  14  oz.  2  00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  V.  Stone,  4  lbs.  2  oz   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Bartlett,  Wm  E.  Desper,  6  lbs.  9  oz   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Belle  Lucrative,  James  Draper,  4  lbs.  9  oz.  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Bosc,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Schofield   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  James  F.  Allen,   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Clairgeau,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  d'Anjou,  Chas.  D.  Thayer,  5  lbs. 

5  oz   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Alfred  Davis   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  d'  Arenberg,  John  C.  Whitin, 

of  Whitinsville   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Diel,  John  C.  Newton   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Easter,  no  entry   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Hardy,  no  entry   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Langelier,  Fredk.  G.  Stiles   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Superfin,  Samuel  H.  Colton   3  CO 

For  the  second  best,  John  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville,  4 

lbs.  3  oz   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Clapp's  Favorite,  no  entry   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Dana's  Hovey.  Samuel  H.  Colton   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Dix,  John  C.  Newton   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Doyenne  Boussock,  John  C.  Whitin, 

of  Whitinsville   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Doyenne  du  Cornice,  Samuel  H.  Colton  3  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   1  00 
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For.  the  best  twelve  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  John  C.  New- 
ton, 7  lbs   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Alfred  Davis,  6  lbs.  15  oz   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Dumas,  no  entry   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Durandeau,  James  F.  Allen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Flemish  Beauty,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Goodale,  Joseph  C.  Lovell,  West  Boyl- 

ston   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Glout  Morceau,  Committee  doubted  } 

genuineness  of  the  only  entry  for  this  premium  >•  3  00 

S\>r  the  second  best,   )  1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Howell,  Fred  G.  Stiles    2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Josephine  de  Malines,  no  entry   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Lawrence,  Alfred  Davis   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  P.  L.  Moen   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  D.  W.  Bemis,4 

lbs.  4  oz...   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Alfred  Davis,  4  lbs.  2  oz   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Marie  Louise,  Y.  P.  Townsend   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Mt.  Vernon,  no  entry   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Paradis  d'Automne,  John  C.  Newton....  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Passe  Colmar,  James  Draper   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Sheldon,  Alfred  Davis   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  St.  Ghislain,  John  C.Whitin,  of  Whitins- 

viUe   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  St.  Michel  Archange,  John  C.  Newton...  2  00 
For  the  best  twelve  Onondaga,  (Swan's  Orange),  Wm.  H. 

Earle   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Urbaniste,  Horatio  Phelps   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Winter  Nelis,  Alfred  Davis,  3  lbs.  2  oz..  3  00 

For  the  second  best,  E.  W.  Lincoln,  3  lbs.  2  oz   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Winter  Pound,  no  entry   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety,  S.  V.  Stone,  (An- 
drews)  2  00 


GRATUITIES. 


For  Bartlett  Pears,  M.  O.  Whittier   50 

For  Canned  Fruit,  H.  C.  Mascroft   1  00 

For  collection  of  pears,  Joseph  E.  Phelps   2  00 

For  twenty  varieties  of  pears  which  came  in  too  late  for  competi- 
tion, Edward  Earle   5  00 

For  collection  in  Class  4,  Daniel  S.  Burgess   2  00 
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Samuel  Flagg,  Chairman;  George  Cruickshanks,  of  Whitinsville  ; 
Charles  Madaus,  Clarendon  Harris,  David  S.  Messinger,  Henry  Wood- 
ward and  Henry  L.  Shumway  of  Worcester. 

From  the  special  care  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  in  classifica- 
tion and  specification  in  the  department  of  Plants  and  Flowers,  it  was 
hoped  that  the  duty  of  awarding  the  premiums  would  prove  light  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  previous  years,  but  when  they  found  an  entire  re-ar- 
rangement was  required  in  several  classes,  their  duties  proved  not  only 
onerous,  but  in  some  instances  perplexing.  No  premium  could  be  recom- 
mended unless  the  article  or  class  was  deserving,  and  how  could  this  be 
effected  unless  the  contributions  accorded  with  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Society  by  which  the  Committee  were  strictly  governed  ? 

Contributors  should  bear  in  mind  that  in  case  any  class  is  deficient 
either  in  quantity,  quality  or  arrangement ,  the  Committee  have  the  power 
to  set  aside  any  such  as  unqualified,  as  could  have  been  done  in  the  col- 
lections of  two.  of  the  largest  contributors  of  plants  with  ornamental 
foliage,  and  which  the  Committee  felt  obliged  to  do  in  the  first  and 
second  class  of  plants  in  bloom.  It  is  not  what  the  contributor  happens 
to  have  in  bloom  at  the  time  of  the  exhibition  that  is  required,  but  what- 
ever is  specified  must  have  been  under  cultivation  during  the  season  and 
for  the  special  purpose  of  exhibiting,  and  not  only  should  this  apply  to 
the  plants,  but  also  to  the  pots  in  which  they  are  grown.  If  a  plant  is 
worthy  of  an  exhibition,  is  it  not  worthy  of  a  proper  receptacle  ?  If  not 
for  the  plant,  it  would  speak  better  for  the  contributor.  In  the  depart- 
ment of  Fruits  it  may  be  generous  of  the  contributor  to  over-reach  in  the 
number  required,  but  in  the  depart  ment  of  Plants  it  only  adds  trouble  and 
labor.  In  order  that  our  exhibitions  may  compare  well  with  those  of 
our  large  cities  a  more  strict  adherence  to  the  quality  of  the  articles  con- 
tributed must  be  enforced.  Already  do  we  surpass  them  in  the  number 
of  entries  and  also  in  variety,  and  with  proper  care  we  can  easily  come 
up  to  their  standard  in  every  respect. 

The  entries  in  this  department  amounted  to  nearly  double  those  of  the 
previous  year.  In  every  respect  the  exhibition  was  superior  to  any  ever 
held  by  the  Society.  Premiums  have  been  awarded  to  such  articles  and 
classes  as  the  Committee  deemed  strictly  deserving,  and  gratuities  to  such 
as  merited  more  than  special  notice.  The  following  list  of  premiums 
etc.,  is  respectfully  submitted. 
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STOVE  AND  GREENHOUSE  PLANTS. 

PLANTS  WITH  ORNAMENTAL  FOLIAGE. 

For  the  best  twelve,  William  T.  Merrifield  $20  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   12  CO 

For  the  best  six,  William  T.  Merrifield   10  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   6  00 

For  the  best  single,  Stephen  Salisbury    3  00 

For  the  second  best,  P.  L.  Moen     1  00 

PLANTS  IN  BLOOM.    For  the  best  six,  no  award   15  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award.   10  00 

For  the  third  best,  P.  L.  Moen   5  00 

For  the  best  single,  Mrs.  David  Scott   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  David  Fitts,  Leicester   1  00 

RARE  AND  NEW  PLANTS.    For  the  best  collection,  W.  W. 

Cook,   8  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award.   4  00 

FERNS  AND  LYCOPODS.    For  the  best  collection,  Wm.  T. 

Merrifield   10  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury     5  00 

HANGING  BASKET.    For  the  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Dr.  Geo.  E.  Francis   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  P.  L.  Moen   1  00 

PARLOR  PLANTS.    From  Amateurs.    For  the  best  collection, 

Mrs.  Wm.  Y.  Holman   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award   2  00 

SINGLE  PLANT.    For  the  best   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

FERNERY  OR  WARDIAN  CASE,  from  any  source.    For  the 

best,  P.  L.  Moen   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  Charles  D.  Thayer   2  00 

CUT  FLOWERS.    [Variety  and  arrangement  considered,  as  well 
as  rarity  and  quantity.] 
For  the  best  collection  and  best  kept  during  the  exhibition, 

not  exceeding  five  stands,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  Chas.  D.  Thayer   2  00 

For  the  best  stand,  Mrs.  David  Scott,   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Herman  A.  Lange   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  Charles  D.  Thayer   1  00 
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For  the  best  arranged  basket  or  dish,  "VV.  W.  Cook   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Henry  S.  Rice   2  00 

PARLOR  BOUQUETS.     For  the  best  pair,  Mrs.  C.  Willard 

Hamilton   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  P.  L.  Moen   1  00 

HAND  BOUQUETS.    For  the  best  pair,  Charles  D.  Thayer   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Brooks   2  00 

FLORAL  DESIGN.    For  the  best,  W.  W.  Cook   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Charles  Tainter   4  00 

ASTERS.    For  the  best  display,  Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Estabrook   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  W.  W.  Cook   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  Herman  A.  Lange   2  00 

For  the  fourth  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   1  00 

CARNATIONS  AND  PICOTEES.     For  the  best  display  of 

named  varieties,  no  entry   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   2  00 

CHINA  PINKS.    For  the  best  display,  Miss  Abbie  M.  Lovell, 

of  West  Boylston   2  00 

DAHLIAS.  Class  1.    For  the  best  twelve  named  varieties,  Harry 

Ballard   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Charles  D.  Thayer   1  00 

Class  2.    For  the  best  twelve  lilliputian  varieties,  no  award..  3  00 

GLADIOLUS.   For  the  best  collection,  named  or  unnamed  varie- 
ties, from  any  source,  J.  Milton  Earle   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  Charles  D  Thayer   3  00 

Class  1.    For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties,  ,T.  Milton 

Earle   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   3  00 

Class  2  For  the  best  ten  named  varieties,  J.  Milton  Earle..  2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry     1  Q0 

For  the  best  specimen  spike,  W.  W.  Cook    1  00 

For  the  best  seedling,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Foster   1  00 

HOLLYHOCKS.   For  the  best  collection,  no  entry   3  00 

For  the  second  best  collection,  no  entry   2  00 

IMMORTELLES.    For  the  best  collection  of  named  varieties,  P. 

L.  Moen   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Fisher   2  00 

ORNAMENTAL  GRASSES.    For  best  display,  no  award   3  00 

For  the  second,  no  award   2  00 
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PANSIES.    For  the  best  display,  Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Estabrook   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Herman  A.  Lange   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  Charles  D.  Thayer   1  00 

PETUNIAS.    For  the  best  display,  Mrs.  Woodbury  Smith   2  00 

ROSES.    Class  1.    For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties,  Mrs.  C. 

Willard  Hamilton   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry     2  00 

Class  2.    For  the  best  ten  named  varieties,  Charles  D.  Thayer  3  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   1  00 

SWEET  PEAS.    For  the  best  display,  Mrs.  C.  Willard  Hamilton  2  00 

VERBENAS.    For  the  best  display,  Herman  A.  Lange   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  C.  Willard  Hamilton   2  00 

For  the  best  display  of  Seedlings,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   1  00 

ZINNIAS.    For  the  best  display,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Parsons   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Geo.  Cruickshanks   2  00 

GRATUITIES. 

For  Canna,  P.  L.  Moen   1  00 

For  Humea  Ellegans,  Geo.  Cruickshanks   1  00 

For  Collection  of  Ferns,  W.  W.  Cook   2  00 

For  Stand  of  Japan  Lillies,  Mrs.  James  Draper   1  00 

For  Floral  Design,  Miss  H.  A.  Rand,  Shrewsbury   2  00 

For  Bouquet  of  Wild  Flowers,  Mrs.  Theo.  Brown    1  00 

For  Basket  of  Wild  Berries  and  Flowers,  Mrs.  Geo.  E.  Francis   1  00 

For  Pansies  and  Asters,  Miss  F.  A.  Richardson   1  00 

For  Collection,  Miss  T.  M.  Smith   1  00 

For  Collection,  Mrs.  Fitts,  Rochdale   1  00 

For  Collection,  Miss  J.  A.  Weston   2  00 

For  two  Dishes  Cut  Flowers,  Herman  A.  Lange   1  00 

For  Collection  of  Petunias  and  Bouquets,  Mrs.  Shaff,  Leicester....  2  00 

For  Display  of  Gladiolus,  Miss  Abbie  Lovell,  West  Boylston    1  00 

For  Floral  Design,  Mrs.  A.  Fawcett   1  00 

For  Dish  of  Cut  Flowers,  Mrs.  T.  L.  Nelson   1  00 

For  Bouquet  of  Flowers,  Harry  Ballard   1  00 

For  Hand  Bouquets  and  Dish,  Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Estabrook   1  00 


Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  stand  of  Zinnias  contributed  by 
Mrs.  Geo  H.  Estabrook  ;  also,  of  the  Floral  Design  by  Mrs.  L.  Mo  wry, 
of  Shrewsbury  ;  of  the  Collection  by  Miss  Annie  M.  Newell  ;  of  the 
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fine  display  of  Gladiolus  and  Zinnias  by  Mrs.  J.  S.  Baldwin  ;  a  basket  of 
Immortelles  by  Miss  J.  A.  Weston  ;  two  Hand  Bouquets  by  Miss  Susan 
Chamberlain  ;  of  Seedling  Gladiolus  by  Miss  Abbie  Lovell  of  West 
Boylston  ;  of  a  wreath  of  China  Pinks  by  Miss  C.  A.  Fitts  ;  of  the  dish 
of  Cut  Flowers  and  Sweet  Peas,  by  Miss  Gracie  Whiting  and  a  stand  of 
Fuschias  by  Miss  Fannie  M.  Hamilton. 


KEPOKT  ON  VEGETABLES. 

Geo.  A.  Adams,  Chairman  ;  Thomas  B.  Norcross,  J.  I).  Lovell,  O. 
L.  Hatch,  Bufus  Carter,  Daniel  Bemis,  Charles  Belcher,  Alexander 
Marsh,  and  William  H.  Hackett,  of  Worcester. 

COLLECTION.    For  the  best  general  collection  of  vegetables, 


Daniel  W.  Bemis,  (State  Lunatic  Hospital)  $20  00 

For  the  second  best,  Alden  H.  Sears   15  00 

For  the  third  best,  Sylvanus  Sears   10  00 

BEETS.    For  the  best  twelve  Long  Blood,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Early  Bassano,  Henry  L.  Parker   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Egyptian,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Sugar,  no  award  •.   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Turnip,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Mangold  Wurtzel,  Stephen  Salisbury   2  00 

CABBAGES.    For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  five  varie- 
ties, Sylvanus  Sears   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  E.  Fisher   3  00 

For  the  best  three  Large  Flat  Brunswick,  Sylvanus  Sears....  3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  F.  J.  Kinney   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Drumhead,  S.  E.  Fisher   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen  Drumhead,  weight  not  less  than 

30  lbs.,  no  award   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Drumhead  Savoy,  no  award   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  no  award....   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Early  Sweinfurth,  no  award   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  F.  J.  Kinney   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Bed,  F.  J.  Kinney   2  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  S.  E.  Fisher   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Savoy,  no  award   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  no  award   2  00 
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CARROTS.    For  the  best  twelve  Early  Horn  or  Short  Scarlet,  J. 

C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Long  Orange,  S.  E.  Fisher   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Red,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  White,  no  award,   2  00 

CAULIFLOWERS.    For  the   best  three  specimens,  Thomas 

Dawson   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  no  award   1  00 

CELERY.    For  the  best  six  roots,  Herbert  and  Louis  F.  Kinney..  4  00 

For  the  sscandbest,  no  award   1  00 

CORN.    For  the  best  collection  of  Sweet,  not  less  than  five  varie- 

ries,  Sylvanus  Sears   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  A.  H.  Sears   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  ears  of  Sweet,  F.  J.  Kinney   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award.   1  00 

For  the  best  Yellow  or  Field,  of  twenty  ears  traced,  no  award  2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   1  00 

CRANBERRIES.    For  the  best  peck,  C.  Morse,  Jr   1  00 

EGG-  PLANT.    For  the  best  four  specimens,  Stephen  Salisbury...  1  00 

HORSE  RADISH.    For  the  best  Six  Roots,  no  award   1  00 

MELONS.    For  best  two  Water,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  E.  Fisher   1  00 

For  the  best  Green  Flesh,  three  specimens,  S.  E.  Fisher. . . .  1  00 
For  the  best  Yellow  Flesh,  three  specimens,  Stephen  Salis- 
bury.     1  00 

ONIONS.    For  the  best  four  varieties,  a  half  peck  of  each,  S.  E. 

Fisher   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  Red,  F.  J.  Kinney   1  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  Silver  Skin,  F.  J.  Kinney   1  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  White  Portugal,  no  award   2  00 

PARSNEPS.    For  the  best  twelve  Guernsey,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Hollow  Crown,  Stephen  Salisbury   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Student,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Short,  John  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville.  2  00 

POTATOES.    For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties,  a  half  peck  of 

each,  no  award  „   12  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   8  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award   4  00 
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Gratuities.   To  II.  &  L.  F.  Kinney   5  00 

To  S.  E.  Fisher   4  00 

To  F.  J.  Kinney   3  00 

To  V.  P.  Townsend     3  00 

PUMPKINS.    For  the  best  three,  weight  not  less  than  20  lbs. 

each,  S.  E.  Fisher   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   1  .00 

PEPPERS.    For  the  best  half  peck,  A.  H.  Sears   1  00 

SALSIFY.    For  the  best  twelve  specimens,  Stephen  Salisbury   1  00 

SQUASHES.    For  the  best  three  pure  Crookneck,  S.  E.  Fisher.....  2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Canada  Crookneck,  Chas.  Nash   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Hubbard,  Joab  Hapgood,  of  Shrews- 
bury '   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Mammoth,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Marrow,  A.  H.  Sears   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Turban,  Nathan  F.  Foster   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Yokohama,  no  award   2  00 

TOMATOES.    For  the  best  collection,  not  less  than  six  varieties, 

and  not  less  than  twelve  of  each  variety,  Sylvanus  Sears,..  5  00 

For  the  2d  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   3  00 

For  the  3d  best,  no  award    2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Boston  Market,  Y.  P.  Townsend,...    2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Lester's  Perfected,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Tilden,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Trophy,  F.  A.  Dawson   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety,  P.  L.  Moen  for 

Wilcott   2  00 

TURNIPS.    For  the  best  twelve  English  or  Flat,  no  award  . .    . .  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  French  White,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Ruta  Baga  or  Swedes,  no  award   2  00 

GRATUITIES. 

For  collection  of  Vegetables,  Stephen  Salisbury   5  00 

For  collection  of  Vegetables,  Thomas  A.  Dawson   5  00 

For  collection  of  Vegetables,  Joseph  Pratt   2  00 

GEO.  A.  ADAMS, 

Chairman. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN,  Secretary  and  Librarian 

OF 

The  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Worcester  Count;/  Horticultural  Society  : 

By  a  singular  felicity,  during  the  Thirty-Two  Years  of  its  existence, 
the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society  has  been  called  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  but  two  (2)  of  the  ten  (10)  Presidents,  to  whose  disinterested 
labor  and  bright  example  so  much  of  its  past  prosperity  may  be  justly- 
attributed.  In  the  recent  death  of  George  Jaques  a  very  great  misfor- 
tune has  befallen  us.  Associated  with  our  aims  and  pursuits  from  the 
first,  alike  from  natural  inclination  and  the  bent  of  his  cultivated  taste, 
he  never  swerved  from  his  pomological  devotion.  By  precept  and  prac- 
tice ; — through  the  columns  of  the  newspaper  press,  as  in  the  pages  of 
the  concise,  but  valuable  treatise  of  which  he  was  the  author  ; — he 
labored  assiduously  to  inspire  others  with  a  portion,  however  minute,  of 
his  own  zeal, — instructing  them,  at  the  same  time,  as  to  the  most  probable 
methods  of  success.  With  almost  unexampled  patience  he  ransacked 
the  files  of  ancient  journals,  to  extract  therefrom  the  obsolete  Reports  of 
our  Committees,  the  sole  record  of  our  development  from  the  feeblest 
inception  ;  collating  and  editing  the  whole  with  rare  enthusiasm,  and 
thereafter  publishing,  at  his  own  expense,  the  ripe  fruit  of  his  unselfish 
toil.  How  he  served  you  for  years  in  the  office  of  Secretary,  and  subse- 
quently as  President,  for  a  term  rendered  all  too  short  by  his  own  nervous 
diffidence,  it  needs  not  here  to  detail.  Always  ready  at  your  behest,  his 
time  and  facile  pen  were  constantly  put  in  requisition  for  the  incessant 
and  seasonable  discharge  of  the  onerous  and  responsible  work  of  Chair- 
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man  of  Committees.  Xor  was  this  duty,  when  once  assumed,  ever 
slighted  by  him,  as  the  volume  of  your  published  Transactions  amply 
attests.  He  invariably  found  time  to  make  personal  inspection  of  all  articles 
within  his  especial  jurisdiction,  esteeming  it  a  just,  if  inadequate,  return 
for  the  effort  of  the  contributors  that  the}T  should  at  least  receive  honor- 
able mention.  His  interest  was  especially  manifested  in  the  original 
preparation  of  our  "  Select  List  of  Fruits."  Constant  in  attendance 
upon  all  of  those  earlier  discussions  that  did  so  much  to  revive  the  dor- 
mant interest  of  the  community,  his  mature  experience  was  of  essential 
benefit  in  helping  toward  the  formation  of  definite  conclusions  upon  a 
multitude  of  disputed  questions.  You  all  recall  the  active  part  taken  by 
him,  in  the  Spring  of  this  very  year,  while  that  "  Select  List  of  Fruits  " 
was  in  process  of  revision.  He  never  failed  to  express  to  your  Secretary, 
whenever  they  chanced  to  meet,  his  gratification  at  the  renewal  of  those 
discussions,  emphasizing  his  purpose  to  do  all  within  his  power  to  render 
them  popular  and  useful. 

Cut  short  in  the  meridian  of  his  days,  with  faculties  unimpaired,  and 
energies  fairly  directed  to  the  benefaction  of  his  fellow  creatures, — may- 
it  not  be  his  decisive  as  it  is  his  just  epitaph. 

" Finis  coronal  opusV 

The  city  of  his  nativity,  through  its  constituded  authorities,  attended 
his  obsequies  ;  the  officers  of  your  Society  aided  in  bearing  his  mortal 
remains  to  the  grave. 

"  Afterlife's  fitful  fever,  he  sleep?  well.'' 


The  Library  is  in  its  usual  good  condition  aud  has  continued,  through- 
out the  past  year,  to  supply  entertainment  combined  witlj  exact  instruc- 
tion to  such  of  the  members  as  wished  to  consult  its  volumes.  But  few 
elaborate  works,  exclusively  devoted  to  Horticultural  science  remain  to 
be  acquired  ;  nor  is  it  likely  that  many  will  be  published  hereafter,  of 
value  as  containing  the  mature  results  of  original  and  exhaustive  research. 
The  worth  of  Libraries  devoted  to  a  special  branch  of  human  speculation,  or 
knowledge,  is  not  to  be  measured  by  the  greater  or  less  array  upon  their 
shelves.  A  single  sentence  of  "  What  I  Know  about  Farming,"  if  in 
point  of  fact  I  do  know  it,  may  be  of  vastly  more  benefit  to  humanity 
than  whole  pages  of  "  All  Toil  Irksome  "  or  "  How  to  Live  Without 
Labor."  In  the  judgment  of  the  Librarian,  the  richest  fruits  of  contem- 
poraneous inquiry  and  culture,  will  be  gathered  from  the  serial  publica- 
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tions  of  our  own  and  foreign  countries.  Thus  persuaded,  he  has  not 
hesitated  in  affixing  your  subscription  to  the  list  of  patrons  of  several  of 
the  choicer  English  Magazines.  Of  these,  "  The  Garden,"  established 
and  edited  by  the  accomplished  author  of  the  "  Parks,  Gardens  and 
Promenades  of  Paris,"  is  especially  noteworthy,  whether  from  the  excel- 
lence of  its  letter-press  or  the  charm  of  its  illustrations.  The  "  Villa- 
Gardener  ;"  the  "  Floral  World  ;"  and  the  "Gardener"  are 
also  recent  and  desirable  acquisitions.  But  surpassing  them  all  in  intrin- 
sic value  ;  and  constituting  perhaps,  all  things  considered,  the  most 
precious  series  in  our  entire  collection  ;  must  be  named  the  eighteen  (18) 
volumes  of  the  "  Flore  des  Serres,"  alike  the  envy  and  despair  of  its 
rivals.  To  aid  you  in  its  proper  appreciation,  listen  to  the  words  of  our 
learned  associate,  Thomas  Meehan  ;  "  M.  Van  Houtte's  Flore  des  Serres 
"  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  works  on  new  flowers  published  in  the 
"  world.  Many  who  care  nothing  about  cultivating  flowers  themselves, 
"  subscribe  for  the  magazine  for  the  mere  beauty  of  the  work  as  anorna- 
"  ment  to  their  drawing-room  tables."  Such  publications,  once  out  of 
print,  are  never  re-issued.  It  should  furnish  cause  for  sincere  congratu- 
lation that  we  were  able  to  procure  the  set,  complete  from  its  com- 
mencement. Each  successive  volume  will  be  obtained  as  soon  as  may  be 
after  publication. 

The  use  of  the  Library,  by  circulation,  throughout  the  past  year,  has 
been  somewhat  less  than  usual.  But  an  explanation  of  this  fact,  other- 
wise discouraging,  is  found  in  the  opportunity  of  perusal  and  consultation 
afforded  by  the  more  constant  attendance  of  the  Librarian  throughout 
the  season.  The  interest  that  centred  so  strongly  in  the  Weekly  Exhibi- 
tions was,  however,  the  chief  reason  for  this  apparent  diminution  of 
interest.  Having  before  them  the  perfected  specimen  of  Flower  or  Fruit, 
in  its  prime,  there  was  less  need  for  beginners  to  seek  for  the  why  or 
wherefore  of  what  was  not  plainly  visible,  in  the  printed  page.  When- 
ever such  authority  was  desired  for  consultation,  it  was  easily  accessible. 
The  customary  Catalogue  of  Additions  to  the  Library,  during  the  Official 
Year  1871-2,  is  herewith  submitted,  for  your  more  precise  information  : 

Department  of  Agriculture,  Report  of,  1870, 1  vol.  Svo;  Hon  Geo.  F.  Hoar. 
New  England  Farmer,  1870  ;  Society. 
Alpine  Plants,  London,  1  vol.  Svo  ;  Society. 

Every  Woman  Her  Own  Gardener,  pamphlet,  i  vol.  4to  ;  Society. 
Eighth  Annual  Report,  Board  of  State  Charities,  1  vol.  Svo  ;  Hon. 
Edward  Earle. 

Fourteenth  Annual  Report,  Commissioners  of  New  York  Central  Park, 
pamphlet ;  Hon.  A.  H.  Green. 
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Small  Fruit  Recordei ,  1871,  vol.  3  ;  Society. 

Fruit  Garden,  Barry,  Revised  arid  Enlarged  Edition,  1872,  1  vol.  8vo  ; 
Society. 

First  Annual  Report,  Department  of  Public  Parks,  New  York,  1871, 
pamphlet,  8vo  ;  Hon.  A.  H.  Green. 

Villa-Gardener,  1  vol.  8vo., 'London,  cloth  ;  Society. 

Villa-Gardener,  vol.2,  8vo,  London,  cloth  ;  Society. 

Journal  of  Horticulture,  vol.  20,  8vo.,  London,  1871  ;  Society. 

Journal  of  Horticulture,  vol.  21,  8vo.,  London,  1871  ;  Society. 

Hogg's  Gardener's  Year  Book,  1872,  1  vol.  12mo. ;  Society. 

Annual  Register  of  Rural  Affairs,  1872,  pamphlet,  12mo.;  Society. 

Transactions  of  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  1871,  pamphlet, 
8vo.;  E.  W.  Buswell. 

Transactions  of  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Sociel}^,  1871 ,  pamphlet, 
8vo.;  Clarendon  Harris. 

Forest  Trees,  by  Arthur  Bryant,  Jr.,  1  vol.  12mo. ;  Society. 

Florist  and  Pomologist,  1872,  1  vol.  8vo.,  London  ;  Society. 

Annual  Register  of  Rural  Affairs,  1867-8-9,  12mo. ;  Society. 

Annual  Register  of  Rural  Affairs,  1870-1-2,  12mo,;  Society. 

New  England  Farmer,  1871,  1  vol.  8vo.;  Society. 

American  Naturalist,  1871,  vol.  5,  8vo.;  Society. 

Tilton's  Journal  of  Horticulture,  vol.  9,  1871  ;  Society. 

Horticulturist,  vol.  26,  1871  ;  Society. 

The  Ivy,  by  Shirley  Hibbard,  1  vol.  4to,  London  ;  Society. 

Gardener's  Monthly,  vol.  13,  8vo. ;  Society. 

American  Agriculturist,  vol.  30,  4to  ;  Society. 

Gardener's  Chronicle,  1  vol.  4to,  1871  ;  Society. 

The  Floral  World,  vol.  6,  London  ;  Society. 

Flore  des  Serres,  Ghent,  Belgium,  vols.  1  to  18  inclusive,  Svo.,  half  calf  ; 
Society. 

The  Window  Gardener,  by  E.  S.  Rand,  Jr.,  1  vol.  12mo. ;  Society. 
My  Garden,  its  Plan  and  Culture,  by  Alfred  Smee,  F.  R.  S.,  1  vol.  Svo. 
London  ;  Societ}\ 

The  Summer  Exhibitions  of  the  Society  have  achieved  an  unexampled 
success.  This  is  undoubtedly  owing,  in  great  measure,  to  the  early  pro- 
mulgation of  the  Schedule  of  Premiums,  whereby  cultivators  were  in- 
formed in  advance  of  the  particular  display  of  Flower  or  Fruit  invited 
upon  a  given  date,  as  also  of  the  amount  assigned  for  prizes  The  assur- 
ance that  the  Society  would  make  reasonable  provision  for  such  Ex- 
hibitions was  enough  to  provoke  competition  ;  while  the  equal  certainty 
of  beholding   something  deserving  close  observation  proved  amply 
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sufficient  to  attract  a  continually  increasing  attendance.  It  is  believed 
that  the  objects  of  the  Society  can  in  no  way  be  better  promoted  than  by 
fostering,  to  every  reasonable  extent,  these  primary -schools  of  Horti- 
cultural instruction.  The  sums  devoted  to  their  use  should  be  steadily, 
if  gradually,  augmented;  for  all  hough  it  would  not  be  possible  to  fully  re- 
munerate contributors  for  their  time  and  trouble,  it  is  at  least  within  our 
ability,  as  it  should  be  our  fixed  purpose,  to  ensure  them  against  positive 
loss  No  expenditure  of  the  funds  that  are  entrusted  to  us  can  be  wiser 
or  more  legitimate. 

The  character  and  magnitude  of  our  Exhibitions  have  been  seriously 
affected  by  recent  climatic  peculiarities.  The  tierce  and  unrelenting 
Drought  of  1870,  followed  by  one  almost  as  parching,  if  not  so  con- 
tinuous, in  1871  j  was  sternly  supplemented  by  the  late  extreme  of  an 
almost  Arctic  Winter.  Deprived  for  so  long  of  moisture,  and  almost  sap- 
less, the  hardiest  shrubs  and  trees,  which  did  not  absolutely  succumb  to 
the  cutting  gales  and  intense  frost  of  March,  were  yet  robbed  of  height 
mass  and  symmetry.  If  some  with  a  deeper  tap-root  survived  the  exces- 
sive drain  upon  their  vital  energies,  it  was  almost  invariably  at  the  expense 
of  that  majestic  altitude  which  it  had  required  years  of  developement  to 
attain.  Fruit-trees  escaped  by  reason  of  the  higher  cultivation  bestowed 
upon  them.  Manure,  and  mulching,  and  occasional  tillage,  did  much  to 
counteract  the  baneful  tendencies  of  an  uninterrupted  aridity.  The 
lowlier  plants  fared  worse.  With  its  thread-like  roots  spread  out  upon 
the  surface,  or  at  the  utmost,  penetrating  the  earth  but  a  few  inches,  the 
Strawberry  was  signally  exposed  to  every  destructive  influence.  Greedy 
.of  water,  it  went  a-thirst  for  months.  Eequiring  protection  from  the 
alternations  of  frost  and  thaw,  it  was  exposed,  unprotected  by  its  natural 
covering  of  snow,  save  when  wrapped  in  the  fatal  embrace  of  ice  and 
sleet,  so  that,  at  length,  after  **  the  flowers  appear  on  the  earth;  the  time 
"  of  the  singing  of  birds  is  come,  and  the  voice  of  the  turtle  is  heard  in 
"  our  land;"  the  grower,  in  too  many  instances,  found  that  his  prospect  of 
swelling  crown  and  prolific  bud  has  vanished  in  a  bleak  monotony  of 
empty  hills  and  frozen  plants.  Varieties  were  served  so  nearly  alike  that 
it  will  be  idle  for  any  one  to  claim  exemption  from  the  common  mortality 
for  his  exceptionally-favored  lot.  Wilson  and  Jucunda;  Triomphe  and 
Charles  Downing;  then  most  zealous  champions  must  concede  their 
several  and  absolute  need  of  protection.  And  the  berry  is  worth  that 
trouble  and  more.  Costly  as  its  cultivation  is,  however,  and  irksome  as 
is  the  toil  of  gathering  the  crop,  a  scanty  yield  has  been  attended  with 
one  compensation.  The  grower  has  obtained  a  price  per  quart  more 
closely  approximating  remuneration.  Still,  it  is  very  questionable  if,  in 
the  average  of  a  series  of  years,  an  accurate  balance-sheet  would  disclose 
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any  margin  in  favor  of  the  cultivation  of  Strawberries,  upon  a  large  scale, 
for  the  general  market.  In  a  propitious  season,  the  crop  of  ordinary  or 
poor  varieties,  produced  in  more  southerly  latitudes,  is  supplied  in 
quantities  and  at  prices  with  which  we  cannot  compete.  The  only  pru- 
dent course,  in  this  vicinity,  is  to  raise  the  standard  of  excellence,  at  the 
same  time  developing  the  taste  of  the  public  ;  cultivating  only  those 
varieties  which  yield  best  in  hills,  and  which,  thus  grown,  survive  for 
years  without  the  trouble  and  expense  of  forming  a  new  plantation. 
Such  superior  fruit  would  command  its  own  price  in  the  market,  and  a 
marked  appreciation  upon  the  tea-table  of  him  who  should  succeed  in  its 
production. 

Raspberries  suffered  equally  with  Strawberries,  in  all  cases  where  care 
was  not  taken  for  their  protection.  Your  Secretary  has  heretofore 
asserted,  in  these  Reports,  that  no  variety  of  this  delicate  fruit  which 
ought  to  be  esteemed  worthy  of  cultivation,  can  be  grown  profitably  for 
successive  years,  unless  the  canes  are  laid  down  and  covered  over  through- 
out the  Winter.  Such  have  been  his  fixed  conclusions,  deduced  from  the 
experience  and  observation  of  more  than  forty  years,  and  running  from 
the  earliest  introduction  of  the  Red  and  Yellow  Antwerp,  to  the  later 
and  richer  fruition  of  Brinckle's  Orange.  And  notwithstanding  the  re- 
cent action  of  the  Society,  whereby  the  distinction  of  "Hardy"  and 
"  Half-Hardy  "  Raspberries  was  sought  to  be  arbitrarily  established,  he 
thinks  it  not  unbecoming  to  remark  that  his  original  convictions  are  un- 
altered. It  is  true  that  the  Black-Caps,  so-called,  will  endure  either  ex- 
treme of  heat  or  cold.  But,  then,  a  person  must  possess  land  by  the  acre 
to  grow  them;  and,  when  grown,  although  technically  Raspberries,  they 
will  be  found  to  possess  little  resemblance  save  in  name  to  their  choicer 
congeners.  The  frequent  rains  of  the  Spring  months,  during  the  period 
of  inflorescence,  exerted  a  very  prejudicial  influence  upon  the  fecundity 
of  this  fruit.  A  notable  diminution  in  the  number  of  bees  and  other 
winged  insects,  perhaps  attributable  to  the  severity  of  the  Winter,  by  the 
deprivation  of  their  aid  in  the  process  of  fertilization,  was  rendered  yet 
more  obvious  in  a  decrease  of  the  crop.  Nevertheless,  in  the  whole  realm 
of  Pomology,  no  genus  can  be  cited,  whose  species  are  surer,  with  proper 
culture  and  sufficient  care,  to  render  adequate  retnrns  for  the  trouble  ex- 
pended upon  and  exacted  by  them  than  those  of  the  nobler  varieties  of 
the  Rubus  Idreus. 

The  display  of  Currants,  throughout  the  past  season,  has  been  remark- 
able Nothing  like  it,  or  at  all  approximating  it,  has  been  seen  for  years 
upon  the  tables  of  the  Society.  No  fruit  better  merits  cultivation:  none 
other  so  well  repaj^s  it.  And,  it  may  be  added  with  truth,  until  the 
Abraxis  Ribearia,  the  scholastic  designation  of  a  vulgar  pest,  compelled 
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attention,  of  none  besides,  was  there  such  studied  neglect.  The  evident 
dawning  of  a  better  day  is  welcome. 

The  length  of  time  during  which  the  currant  may  be  made  to  yield,  is 
not  the  least  of  its  signal  merits.  The  firs!  quart  of  the  'growth  of  the 
present  year  was  visible  upon  our  tables  on  the  eleventli  day  of  July. 
You  could  scarcely  trust  your  own  eyesight  when  you  beheld  a  dish  of 
perfectly  fresh  and  sound  specimens  at  the  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition, 
on  the  17th  of  September.  That  the  currant  can  be  thus  kept  in  its  prime 
upon  the  bush,  has  been  no  secret  to  experienced  cultivators.  Credit  is 
however  due  to  Mr.  Joseph  E.  Phelps,  for  the  ocular  demonstration  of 
the  fact  which  he  afforded  upon  that  occasion.  It  only  remains  to  add 
that  the  exhibition  of  L872,  confirms  beyond  all  question  the  unapproached 
pre-eminence  of  La  Versaillaise  for  excellence  and  fecundity 

Our  Floral  Exhibitions  throughout  the  Summer  manifested  an  in- 
creased interest  on  the  part  of  members,  and,  as  a  practical  consequence, 
attracted  a  steadily  augmenting  attendance.  It  is  recommended  that  even 
more  attention  be  devoted  to  this  portion  of  our  wide  province,  and  that 
a  field  of  usefulness  so  fruitful  of  possibilities  be  stimulated  to  its  utmost 
capacity.  The  prosperity  of  the  Society  will  be  found  to  depend,  as  the 
City  of  Worcester  expands  and  is  built  up  over  its  suburbs,  upon  the 
countenance  and  co-operation  of  the  fairer  portion  of  the  community. 
Even  now  the  Apple-orchard  can  only  be  found  upon  the  Farm.  When 
the  application  of  the  law  of  betterments  shall  have  rendered  the  culture 
of  the  Pear,  upon  a  Town-lot,  too  costly,  it  will  be  necessary  to  call  for 
assistance  from  the  owners  of  green-houses  and  parlor  jardinets.  And, 
in  the  complete  development  of  Floriculture  will  be  laid,  broad  and  deep5 
the  foundations  of  our  ultimate  success.  Higher  premiums  when  thought 
advisable;  careful  discrimination  in  making  awards;  these  and  all  things 
else  that  may  facilitate  our  progress,  are  earnestly  commended  to  your 
favor. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  proper  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  line  of  demarcation  between  the  collections  of  the  Amateur  and 
Professional  Gardeners.  It  is  impossible  for  them  to  contest  the  palm  of 
superiority  upon  equal  teims:  it  is  therefore  unjust  to  exact  it.  The  dis- 
crimination proposed  is  fair  and  apparently  free  from  valid  objection.  At 
least  the  experiment  might  be  tried,  and,  if  found  impracticable  when 
tested,  the  novel  step  could  be  retraced. 

A  tabular  statement  of  the  entries  for  the  past  official  year,  together 
with  a  similar  table  showing  the  number  of  articles  exhibited  during  the 
entire  period  subsequent  to  the  transfer  of  the  Library  to  its  present  lo- 
cation, is  herewith  submitted: 
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For  many  years  past  the  devastation  of  early  vegetables,  as  well  as  of 
Summer  and  Autumn  Fruits,  by  the  feathered  pets  of  Legislation,  has 
been  a  source  of  insufferable  annoyance  and  loss  to  many  members  of 
this  Society.  My  predecessor,  in  his  Annual  Report,  stated  that  he  had 
addressed  a  Petition  to  the  General  Court,  in  accordance  with  the  in- 
structions of  your  Trustees,  praying  permission  of  a  remedy  for  such 
injuries,  and  adding  that  the  Petition  quietly  slumbered  in  the  custody  of 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Agriculture.  This  statement  was  not  literally 
exact,  insomuch  as  that  Committee,  without  any  hearing  of  the  Petition- 
ers, had  reported  leave  to  withdraw, — which  report  was  summarily 
accepted.  Upon  ascertaining  this  discreditable  fact,  the  following 
memorial  was  transmitted  to  the  General  Court,  by  your  present  Secre- 
tary— the  author  of  the  original  motion  for  a  Petition  in  the  Board  of 
Trustees : — 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  in  General  Court 
assembled : 

The  undersigned,  a  citizen  of  the  Commonwealth,  protesting  against 
the  j^on-Feasance  of  a  Committee  of  your  Honorable  Bodies  by  which 
gross  injustice  has  been  done  to  men  in  every  respect  their  peers,  sets 
forth  for  your  information  that,  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  "Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society,  a  corporation  duly  estab- 
lished by  law,  it  was  unanimously  voted,  on  motion  of  the  undersigned, 
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seconded  by  Mr.  Stephen  S.  Foster,  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  such 
alteration  of  the  Statutes  as  will  permit  the  destruction  hy  individuals 
upon  their  own  premises,  of  Frugivorous  Birds. 

And  the  undersigned,  still  protesting,  asserts  that  at  an  early  day  in 
the  present  session  of  the  General  Court,  a  Petition  stating  the  wishes  of 
the  aforesaid  Trustees,  under  the  seal  of  the  Corporation  and  attested  by 
its  Secretary,  was  presented  and  in  course  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Agriculture 

Nevertheless  the  said  Committee,  careless  or  ignorant  of  the  fact  that 
the  Privilege  of  Audience  is  inseparable  from  the  Right  of  Petition, 
(which  would  otherwise  be  worthless,)  in  no  manner  heeded  the  prayer 
of  the  Trustees,  neither  advising  them  of  meetings  nor  yet  of  the  pre- 
determination of  the  matter  by  the  utter  exclusion  of  testimony: — 
So  that  the  Report  of  "  Leave  to  Withdraw,"  accepted  by  your  Honorable 
Bodies,  in  default  of  explanation,  was  not  more  inexcusable  for  its 
wanton  denial  of  justice,  than  it  was  complete  in  its  surprise  to  the  under- 
signed who  was  expected,  and  only  awaited  notice,  to  attend  at  the 
official  hearing. 

For  the  further  instruction,  in  the  premises,  of  your  Honorable  Bodies, 
the  undersigned  would  add  that  it  is  rumored  and  believed  in  the  country 
that  there  are,  within  the  walls  of  the  State  House,  infesting  the  Library 
or  pervading  Committee-Rooms,  but  "  hanging  upon  the  verge  "  of  legis- 
lation, those  who  consider  the  works  of  Wilson  and  Audubon  surplusage, 
and,  in  view  of  their  own  existence,  esteem  the  very  lives  of  those  emin- 
ent naturalists  as  supererogation  on  the  part  of  the  Creator;  Professors  of 
Oology;  Curators  of  Stale  Eggs,  or  the  like;  whose  chief,  if  not  sole  occu- 
pation appears  to  be  that  of  testing,  by  personal  experience,  the  theory  of 
Artificial  Incubation  by  the  male!  It  is  strongly  suspected  that  the  Com- 
mittee fell  into  the  ditch  wherein  they  fou(w?)lly  repose,  owing  to  the 
guidance  of  such  "  blind,  leaders  of  the  blind." 

Wherefore  the  undersigned,  protesting  that  he  is  not  moved  by  any 
desire  for  a  Hearing,  at  this  late  day,  and  especially  not  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture  which  appears  so  imperfectly  to  comprehend  its 
duties,  concludes  this  discharge  of  his  obligations  as  a  citizen  by  inviting 
the  attention  of  your  Honorable  Bodies  to  the  existence  and  nature  of  the 
obstacles  which  circumscribe  the  Right  of  Petition  and  limit  the  slender 
chances  of  redress  at  your  hands. 

All  which  is  Respectfully  submitted  by 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN, 

One  of  said  Trustees. 

This  Memorial  was  suppressed  by  Mr.  Harvey  Jewell,  Speaker  of  the 
House,  who  opined  that  it  was  not  couched  in  quite  diplomatic  language. 
How  exact  the  measure  of  that  equity  which,  six  months  later,  buried 
Mr.  Jewell  and  his  political  aspirations  in  the  grave  of  his  avowed  irrever- 
ence for  the  great  African  Fetish ! 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Trustees,  last  November,  it  was  again 
voted  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  such  amendment  of  the  Statutes  as 
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will  suffer  the  destruction  of  Birds,  injurious  to  Fruit  or  Vegetable,  by 
citizens,  upon  their  own  premises.  Pursuant  to  that  vote,  a  Petition  was 
once  more  prepared  and  presented  to  the  General  Court,  at  its  last  session. 
Thanks  to  your  steady  persistence,  a  "  Hearing,"  if  nothing  more,  was 
obtained  from  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  to  whom  the  subject-matter 
had  been  referred.  Your  Secretary  attended  at  that  "  Hearing,"  to  his 
personal  inconvenience,  to  support,  witli  that  might  of  truth  which  sup- 
plements even  the  feeblest  ability,  the  prayer  of  the  Trustees.  There 
being  no  opposition,  and  no  facts  being  alleged  in  rebuttal,  the  Com- 
mittee, after  a  decorous  period  of  inattention,  succeeded  in  evolving  from 
the  depths  of  their  intense  misconception  yet  another  u  Leave  to  With- 
draw." Having  been  informed,  immediately  upon  the  conclusion  of  his 
testimony,  by  a  member  of  the  Committee,  that  such  would  be  their  de- 
cision, your  Secretary  asks  leave  to  pay  his  humble  tribute  of  admiration 
to  that  eminent  gravity  which  patiently  awaited  the  lapse  of  three  months, 
before  announcing  a  foregone  conclusion. 

The  chief  and  incorrigible  offender — of  whose  devastation  there  is  most 
and  the  best-founded  complaint,  is  the  Turdus  Migratorius  of  the  ornith- 
ologist— the  pseudo  Robin  of  the  sentimentalist  and  school-girl.  Should 
the  following  little  gem  serve  to  enlighten  any  who  are  ignorant  of  the 
difference  between  that  flying  thief,  with  a  beak  like  a  pickaxe,  and  the 
gentle  redbreast,  its  space  will  be  well  occupied : 

THE  RED  BREAST  OF  THE  ROBUST. 


AN  IRrSH  LEGEND. 


Of  all  the  merry  little  birds  that  live  up  in  the  tree, 

And  carol  from  the  sycamore  and  chestnut, 
The  prettiest  little  gentleman  that  dearest  is  to  me, 
Is  the  one  in  coat  of  brown  and  scarlet  waistcoat. 

It's  cockit  little  Robin  ! 

And  his  head  he  keeps  a  bobbin'. 
Of  all  the  other  pretty  fowls  I'd  choose  him  : 

For  he  sings  so  sweetly  still, 

Through  his  tiny  slender  bill, 
With  a  little  patch  of  red  upon  his  bosom. 

When  the  frost  is  in  the  air.  and  the  snow  upon  the  ground, 

To  other  little  birdies  so  bewilderin', 
Picking  up  the  crumbs  near  the  window  he  is  found, 
Singing  Christmas  stories  to  the  children: 

Of  how  two  tender  babes 

Were  left  in  woodland  glades, 
By  a  cruel  man  who  took  'em  there  to  lose  'em  ; 

But  Bobby  saw  the  crime  ; 

(He  was  watching  all  the  time!) 
And  he  blushed  a  perfect  crimson  on  his  bosom. 
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When  the  changing  leaves  of  autumn  around  us  thickly  fall, 

And  every  thing  seems  sorrowful  and  saddening, 
Robin  may  be  heard  on  the  corner  of  a  wall 
Singing  what  is  solacing  and  gladdening. 
And  sure,  from  what  I've  heard, 
He's  God's  own  little  hird, 
And  sings  to  those  in  grief  just  to  amuse  'em  ; 
But  once  he  sat  forlorn 
On  a  cruel  Crown  of  Thorn, 
And  the  blood  it  stained  his  pretty  little  bosom. 

It  is  recommended  that  application  be  again  made  at  the  next  Session 
of  the  General  Court,  for  such  amendment  of  existing  Statutes  as  shall 
furnish  an  adequate  remedy  in  the  premises;  and  for  an  investigation  by 
competent  and  unprejudiced  persons  of  the  habits  of  both  Insects  and 
Birds,  to  the  end  that  the  least  informed  among  us  may  be  taught  to  dis- 
criminate in  some  manner,  however  imperfect,  between  his  garden  friends 
and  foes. 

Your  action,  as  a  corporate  body,  is  also  invited  upon  the  recent  change 
in  the  Statutes  regulating  the  Post  Office  Department,  to  the  prejudice  of 
Horticulture,  without  any  compensating  advantage.  Heretofore  it  has 
been  permitted  to  send  Seeds,  Grafts,  Plants  and  Cuttings,  by  mail,  at 
the  rate  of  two  (2)  cents  for  every  four  (4)  ounces,  in  quantities  of  not 
more  than  four  (4)  pounds.  Under  this  wise  relaxation  of  former  re- 
strictions, a  large  business  had  grown  up,  in  the  traffic  and  exchange  be- 
tween remote  parts  of  the  Republic,  of  articles  superfluous  here  but 
desirable  there.  This  provision  of  the  law,  beneficial  to  all  and  hurtful  to 
none,  was  altered,  at  the  last  Session  of  Congress,  so  as  to  reduce  the 
limit  of  weight  to  twelve  (12)  ounces.  The  effect  of  such  a  narrow  re- 
striction can  be  best  illustrated  by  a  citation  from  the  Gardener'1 's  Monthly 
which  says  that  "  as  for  living  vegetation,  where  so  much  of  packing 
"  material  has  to  be  employed  to  preserve  them  fresh  and  from  injury  by 
"  the  pressure  of  other  mail  matter,  the  postal  limit  will  be  reached  before 
"  the  plant  is  enclosed."  A  formal  vote  of  the  Trustees  is  solicited, 
authorizing  the  Secretary  to  memorialize  Congress,  at  its  next  Session, 
for  a  restoration  of  the  former  liberal  provision  of  the  law. 

Only  the  merest  official  intercourse  has  occurred  between  this  Society 
and  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  Punctually,  once  a  year,  comes  a 
curt  and  formal  note  from  the  Commissioner,  desiring  to  be  informed  of 
the  character  of  the  organization  of  this  Society,  with  the  names  of  its 
President  and  Secretary.  The  penalty  of  withholding  such  information, 
so  the  note  proceeds  to  state,  will  be  the  withdrawal  of  the  innumerable 
and  indescribable  benefits  showered  upon  all  good  societies  towards  which 
the  Department  turns  its  vivifying  rays.    In  panic  terror  lest  this  dire 
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misfortune  should  befall  the  Worcester  County  Society,  from  any  negli- 
gence of  his  own,  your  Secretary,  upon  resuming  his  office,  was  careful 
to  supply  the  Department  of  Agriculture  with  all  required  intelligence- 
The  oblation  must  have  been  sufficient ;  for  the  supply  of  the  Monthly 
Reports  of  the  Department  has  never  intermitted.  That  you  may  the 
more  fully  appreciate  their  inestimable  value,  just  mark  the  following  de- 
tail in  the  issue  for  November  and  December,  of  the  last  year: 

"  Suffolk  County,  Mass.,  Apple-crop  a  Failure."' 

And  still,  with  the  characteristic  fatuity  of  the  average  Yankee,  the 
farmers  of  Pearl  or  State  Streets  will  continue  to  cling  to  their  barren 
Orchards!    What  has  become  of  the  Boston  Board  of  Trade  ? 

The  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition,  holden  for  the  third  year  in  suc- 
cession away  from  the  Hall  of  the  Society,  more  than  justified  the  bright- 
est anticipations  of  its  managers.  The  pecuniary  returns,  it  is  true,  were 
less  than  could  have  been  wished.  But  the  regulation  of  the  weather  is 
without  the  province  of  the  Society;  and  if  the  sample  which  he  furnished 
upon  the  17th  and  18th  of  September,  ult,  is  a  fair  specimen  of  what  he 
can  do  in  that  line,  it  is  also  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  gentleman  at 
Washington  who  so  lately  assumed  its  control.  Nevertheless,  the  re- 
ceipts more  than  equalled  the  expenses, — an  unexpected  fortune  that 
definitively  settles  the  future  location  of  our  Annual  Autumnal  Exhi- 
bitions. 

The  customary  tabular  statement  of  entries  for  the  past  official  year, 
and  also  of  the  two  preceding  years  during  which  our  Annual  Autumnal 
Exhibitions  were  held  at  Mechanics  Hall,  is  herewith  submitted  : — 


Apples  

Pears  

1870. 

1871. 

1872. 

Con- 
tributors 

55 
46 

77 

32 
33 

Articles. 

Con- 
tributors 

Articles. 

Con- 
tributors 

Articles 

632 
392 
1346 
1235 
836 

20 

44 
111 

46 

33 

444 
642 
2600 
20G6 
1401 

64 

35 
70 
56 
17 

1201 
401 
1971 

2455 
1758 

242 

4441 

254  7003 

242 

7786 
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It  will  be  observed  that  while  the  number  of  contributors  has  scarcely 
varied,  by  a  remarkable  coincidence  being  precisely  the  same  in  1870  and 
1872,  the  aggregate  of  articles  upon  exhibition  has  nearly  doubled.  Much 
of  this  increase  is  doubtless  due  to  the  enlargement  of  our  facilities  for 
display.  ^The  purchase  of  new  bottles,  and  of  stands  for  their  reception, 
induced  Floriculturists  to  cull  from  their  profusion,  being  assured  that 
they  would  no  longer  be  compelled  to  return  home  with  their  collections 
unopened  for  lack  of  space.  The  engagement  of  Washburn  Hall  con- 
vinced the  growers  of  vegetables  that  the  Thanksgiving  Squash  need  not 
again  be  hidden  behind  the  bushel  basket  in  which  it  was  conveyed,  if 
not  contained.  But  more  than  all  else,  to  that  beneficent  Providence 
which  revived  the  parched  earth  with  copious  rains,  supplying  generous 
nurture  to  abundant  crops  and  tilling  our  horn  with  plenty ;.  are  we  in- 
debted for  the  ample  illustration  afforded  by  our  Exhibition  that  the  prim- 
eval promise  of  seed  time  and  harvest  is  not  falsified  in  our  own  day. 

The  display  of  Apples — that  most  valuable  of  all  Fruits — deprived  of 
which,  and  the  Shag-Bark  we  might  well  adopt  the  advice  of  a  shrewd,  if 
somewhat  luckless  politician,  and  "  go  West,"  was  absolutely  without 
precedent.  Of  the  three  (3)  leading  competitors,  one  furnished  forty-four 
(44);  another  fifty  (50);  and  the  third  sixty-seven  (67)  varieties.  Almost 
invariably  the  specimens  were  handsome,  fully  developed,  and  free  from 
traces  of  injury  by  insects.  Would  not  the  time  seem  to  have  arrived  for 
the  President  of  the  New  England  Agricultural  Society,  in  his  rare  inter- 
vals of  leisure  from  the  congenial  pursuits  of  the  demagogue,  to  revise 
his  opinions,  and,  in  a  new  edition  of  What  I  Know  About  Pomology,  in- 
form the  Farmers  of  Sterling  and  Bolton  whether  he  still  thinks  it  best 
for  them  to  fell  their  orchards. 

The  unusual  number  of  entries  of  Fruit,  of  Pears  not  less  than  Apples, 
under  the  head  of  "  Nameless,"  requires  the  application  of  a  prompt  and 
efficient  remedy.  It  is  recommended  that,  hereafter,  all  plates  of  varieties, 
not  identified  when  entered,  be  set  aside  for  especial  examination  by  the 
Committee  on  Nomenclature.  It  is  wholly  indefensible  to  allow  a  general 
or  a  limited  collection  to  be  swollen  by  the  addition  of  any  variety  where- 
of, the  name  being  doubtful,  the  quality  must  be  equally  uncertain. 

Grapes  were  neither  in  profuse  supply,  nor  ripe.  Even  the  Rogers 
Hybrids,  in  the  culture  and  dissemination  of  which  Mr.  Lovell,  of  West 
Boylston,  has  been  so  successful,  failed  to  mature  their  clusters.  Of 
course  it  was  beyond  the  power  of  any  Committee  to  form  a  definite  judg_ 
nient  upon  the  newei  varieties.  The  mild  weather  has  been  protracted  so 
far  into  the  Autumn,  however,  that  many  kinds  have  ripened  since  the 
Annual  Exhibition  which,  at  that  date,  gave  but  little  promise.  As  we 
gain  in  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  the  vine,  it  be- 
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comes  very  manifest  that  we  shall  soon  have  only  ourselves  to  blame  if 
we  do  not  produce  a  crop  of  Grapes  as  surely  as  one  of  Strawberries. 

The  display  of  Pears,  although  far  inferior  to  the  unparalleled  exhi- 
bition of  that  favorite  fruit,  in  1871,  was  yet  of  very  decided  and  unex- 
pected excellence.  In  the  department  of  "  Single  Dishes  "  there  was  the 
usual  manifestation  of  eager  interest, — the  same  keen  competition  as  in 
former  years.  It  is  believed  that  the  time  will  soon  come  when  the 
present  absurd  classification  must  give  place  to  a  more  rational  mode  of 
determining  the  merits  of  specific  varieties.  You  can  ascertain  which  of 
two  plates  of  the  Winter  Nelis  is  the  better,  by  the  scale,  if  in  all  other  re- 
spects they  are  equal.  But,  in  weighing  the  merits  of  the  '-Best  Ten 
Varieties,"  each  plate  in  that  Ten  must  be  compared  with  and  pronounced 
superior  to  each  and  every  other  plate  of  all  the  lots  in  the  same  class* 
And,  as  individual  tastes  differ,  in  default  of  any  standard  of  quality  fixed 
by  the  Society,  the  members  of  the  Committee  become  a  law  unto  them- 
selves, according  to  their  private  palate  and  partiality.  The  writer  once 
entered,  to  test  this  point,  in  Class  o,  the  following: — Seckel,  Winter 
Nelis  and  Josephine  de  Malines.  He  was  beaten  by  a  lot  whereof  the 
Doyenne  Boussock  was  a  constituent. 

The  argument  for  a  retention  of  the  system  of  division  by  classes  or 
collections,  has  been,  that  encouragement  was  thereby  afforded  to  those 
who  had  the  enterprise  to  introduce  new  varieties.  But  a  more  effectual 
and  higher  stimulus  in  that  direction  would  be  imparted  by  the  specific 
proposal  of  Premiums  for  any  kind,  novelty  being  considered  alone,  or 
else  when  combined  with  superior  qualities.  Although  hopeless  of  its 
present  adoption,  your  Secretary  would  yet  urgently  advise  the  abolition 
of  the  existing  system  of  classification,  as  meaningless  and  unprofitable; 
and  the  substitution  therefor  of  a  direct  competition  between  the  different 
lots  of  the  same  variety. 

The  unwonted  profusion  of  Peaches  was  a  marked  and  gratifying 
feature  of  our  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition.  There  has  been  nothing  to 
compare  with  it  since  that  period,  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant) 
when  the  Peach  was  as  common  as  the  Cherry,  and  both  were  as  plenty 
as  of  late  either  has  been  scarce.  The  abundance  of  this  delicious  fruit- 
imported  from  lower  latitudes,  may  possibly  justify  the  neglect  of  its  ex- 
tended cultivation  in  our  own  grounds.  But  such  is  the  superiority  in 
flavor,  of  any  variety  grown  among  us,  that  no  one  who  has  once  appreci- 
ated it  will  fail  to  make  room  for  one  or  two  trees  of  kinds  that  have  ap- 
proved themselves  best  suited  to  our  climate  and  soil. 

The  next  Biennial  Session  of  the  American  Pomological  Society  is  to  be 
held  in  Boston,  in  the  Autumn  of  the  coming  year.  May  it  not  be  wel* 
for  us  so  to  time  the  period  of  our  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition  that  w§ 
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may  be  able  to  enjoy  tbe  presence,  and  profit  by  the  experience,  of  the 
famous  Horticulturists  who  will  then  and  there  assemble  from  all  parts  of 
the  Republic.  Our  Society  can  furnish  a  display,  in  any  department,  with 
a  reasonably  propitious  season,  which  we  need  not  fear  to  submit  to  the 
most  critical  inspection.  His  mind  must  be  indeed  cast  in  a  narrow  mould 
who  argues  that  Fruit  or  Vegetables  must  necessarily  be  pre-eminent  in 
the  precise  proportion  in  which  one  city  surpasses  another  in  population. 
It  is  time  that  the  Pomologists  of  Worcester  County  sloughed  off:  such 
provincialism,  and  no  agency  could  be  devised  so  efficient  to  develope  a 
proper  self-appreciation  and  relegate  metropolitan  snobbery  to  the  back- 
ground, as  a  free  and  social  intercourse  with  gentlemen  whose  position 
places  them  above  petty  local  prejudices.  The  expense  of  a  special  train 
and  the  cost  of  a  suitable  entertainment  might  doubtless  be  defrayed  by 
subscriptions,  in  the  event  of  the  Society  feeling  too  penurious  to  extend 
open-handed  hospitality.  A  flying  visit,  as  here  suggested,  could  be  made 
fruitful  of  happy  recollections,  out  from  which  would  continually  loom 
the  prospect  of  a  Session  of  the  Congress  itself,  at  some  day  not  very 
remote,  in  our  own  attractive  and  thriving  city.  Indeed,  by  way  of 
familarising  the  minds  of  delegates  with  the  idea,  it  might  not  be  unwise 
to  extend  an  invitation  to  the  American  Society  to  favor  us  with  one  of 
its  stated  Sessions,  as  soon  as  may  be  without  the  manifestation  of  undue 
partiality  for  any  particular  section  of  the  country.  The  membership  of 
our  Society  is  larger  than  that  of  the  Massachusetts.  Our  Exhibitions,  in 
the  opinion  of  thoroughly  competent  judges,  are,  as  a  whole,  fully  equal 
to  those  held  in  the  metropolis.  Possessing  every  convenience  for  the 
proper  accommodation  of  the  American  Society,  why  should  we  not  exert 
ourselves  to  secure  for  our  fair  city  the  manifold  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  one  of  its  regular  Sessions  ? 

From  the  very  earliest  organization  of  this  Horticultural  Society,  its  Ex- 
hibitions have  always  been  synchronous  with  those  of  its  Agricultural 
compeer.  The  question  presents  itself  to  the  minds  of  many  of  your 
members,  recurring  each  year  with  constantly  increasing  force,  whether 
it  is  absolutely  essential  to  our  prosperity  that  we  should  continue  for  all 
time  to  be  a  tail  to  the  bucolic  kite  !  There  never  was  more  than  a  single 
reason  in  favor  of  this  practice,  and  were  that  allowed  its  full  force,  our 
Exhibition  would  be  held,  of  very  necessity,  much  earlier  than  at  present. 
For  Flowers  would  be  far  surer  to  escape  untimely  frosts,  while  Summer 
Pears  and  Apples,  of  the  highest  quality,  would  not,  as  now,  have  entirely 
disappeared.  Our  latter  experience  should  teach  us  that  it  is  not  always 
prudent  to  challenge  the  untoward  influences  of  the  Equinox.  The  pro- 
prietors of  the  largest  orchards,  throughout  the  country,  allege  as  their 
excuse  for  not  entering  the  lists  in  competition  for  our  munificent 
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Premiums,  that  the  Exhibition  is  fixed  for  a  date  altogether  too  early  to 
allow  of  their  Fruit  attaining  its  proper  size  and  maturity.  Here,  in  the 
city,  we  know  with  what  compunctions  of  conscience  we  nerve  ourselves 
to  cull  the  better  specimens  of  Beurre  d'  Aujou,  Winter  Nelis  and  Law- 
rence, when  it  is  scarcely  the  middle  of  September.  The  inspection  of  a 
collection  of  half -grown  and  unripe  Apples  and  Pears  can  be  of  the  least 
imaginable  benefit  to  the  community.  What  they  wish  to  see  is  precisely 
what  ought  to  be  shown  them, — the  perfection  of  every  variety,  fully  de- 
veloped; its  highest  capabilities  illustrated,  and  so  completely  and  yet 
exactly  ripened,  that  the  veriest  novice  may  detect  its  most  latent  flavor. 

Although  your  Secretary  has  elaborated  no  definite  plan  in  the  premises, 
as  indeed  the  task  is  not  more  incumbent  upon  him  than  upon  any  other 
member,  he  is  nevertheless  of  opinion  that  some  such  scheme  as  one  of 
which  the  following  is  an  outline,  will  before  long  constrain  your  appro- 
bation and  acceptance.  Have  the  Exhibition  of  Roses  and  Strawberries, 
as  heretofore,  late  in  June.  Try  the  experiment  and  continue  it,  if  suc- 
cessful, of  holding  out  inducements  for  a  display  of  Flowers,  together 
with  Summer  Apples  and  Pears,  during  the  last  week  of  August  or  the 
first  week  of  September.  And  thereafter,  say  in  the  latter  part  of  Octo- 
ber, let  there  be  a  grand  Exhibition  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables  in  their 
prime.  It  would  involve  trouble  and  expense  :  few  things  in  this  world 
do  not.  But  it  would  afford  a  satisfaction  whioh  is  not,  and  can  never  be 
derived  from  a  system  which  was  perhaps  good  enough  when  adopted, 
but  which,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  has  become  utterly  unsuited  to  our  ne- 
cessities. Should  the  Society  also  decide  to  abolish  the  moss-grown  and 
absurd  method  of  Classification  of  Fruits,  as  elsewhere  recommended,  it 
would  at  once  be  practicable  to  hold  our  Exhibitions,  so  arranged,  in  our 
own  Hall.  Visitors  would  then  be  assured  that  every  article  was  meri- 
torious, and  contributors  would  feel  a  just  pride  over  the  Premiums  won 
in  such  a  competition.  In  an}^  event  it  is  advised  that  you  inquire  and 
decide  whether  you  will  continue  in  a  rut  merely  because  you  have 
tugged  along  in  it  for  thirty  years.  At  present,  with  much  that  is  price- 
less, there  is  also  an  infinite  deal  of  trash.  The  abolition  of  classification 
will  afford  summary  relief  from  the  intrusion  of  worthless  varieties,  too 
often  introduced  to  swell  a  collection  otherwise  meagre;  and  the  advance- 
ment of  our  standards  of  excellence  must  serve  to  put  a  crowning  finish 
upon  the  good  work  so  well  begun. 

Could  an  Exhibition  be  arranged  to  which  ever}'  portion  of  the  State 
should  contribute,  it  might  prove  a  most  potent  agent  in  developing  the 
science  and  promoting  the  practice  of  Horticulture  thoroughout  the  Com- 
monwealth. Titularly,  there  is  a  Massachusetts  Society.  But  it  implies 
no  disrespect  to  that  venerable  organization  to  state  the  exact  truth  that, 
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to  all  intents  and  purposes,  it  is  as  exclusively  a  local  society  as  our  own- 
How  fortunate  would  it  be  should  a  combined  effort  of  all  Horticultural 
Societies  result  in  a  general  display  of  the  Flowers  and  Fruits  of  Massa- 
chusetts, at  the  period  of  the  Session  of  the  American  Pomological  So- 
ciety. If  the  older  association,  untrue  to  its  name,  will  not  initiate  action 
in  this  matter,  it  is  suggested  for  your  serious  consideration  whether  it 
may  not  be  advisable  for  the  Worcester  County  Society  to  take  prelimin- 
ary steps  toward  its  realization.  The  true  Horticultural  Society  of  Mas- 
sachusetts should  recognize  no  other  limitations  of  its  prospective  and 
possible  usefulness  than  the  capacities  of  our  soil  for  production. 

A  communication  has  been  received  by  your  Secretary,  from  Mr.  Wm. 
Phipps  Blake,  who  subscribes  himself  "  Executive  Commissioner  "  of  the 
United  States  Centennial  Commission,  wherein  the  co-operation  of  this 
Society  is  solicited  in  the  effort  to  achieve  an  International  Exhibition  in 
Philadelphia,  A.  D.  1876.  As  the  time  is  somewhat  remote,  and  because 
additional  details  of  plan  and  purpose  are  promised,  it  may  not  be  expe- 
dient for  this  Society  to  take  any  immediate  action.  Whatever  attention 
you  may  devote  to  the  project  will  doubtless  be  profitably  bestowed. 

The  importation  of  Fruit  into  this  Commonwealth,  especially  of 
Peaches,  has  developed  within  a  few  years  past  into  a  business  of  great 
importance.  There  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  continue  to  increase 
m  magnitude,  supplying  the  community  cheaply  and  in  abundance  with 
this  choicest  product  of  more  equable  climes,  if  reasonable  supervision 
can  be  exercised  over  its  method  of  packing  and  transportation.  But  the 
grower  is  too  apt  to  be  careless,  and  even  when  he  does  exercise  due  pre- 
caution, all  his  needfulness  may  be  neutralized  by  the  recklessness  of 
railway  or  steamboat  porters.  Keclamation  has  invariably  proved  useless? 
it  appearing  to  be  a  rule  with  common  carriers  to  discredit  and  reject  all 
claims  for  damage  upon  their  especial  lines  of  conveyance.  This  evil  is 
rapidly  attaining  proportions  that  will  demand  legislative  intervention  for 
its  effectual  remedy  or  suppression.  It  would  seem  to  be  within  the  pe- 
culiar province  of  this  Society  so  to  direct  its  influence  as  to  insure,  so 
far  as  may  be,  the  due  safeguard  of  the  more  perishable  Fruits  from  de- 
lays in  transmission,  thefts  in  transit,  and  savage  fracture  of  case  or  con- 
tents. Your  Secretary  bestowed  much  attention  upon  this  subject 
throughout  the  Summer,  and  has  been  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  from 
one  of  the  largest  dealers  in  all  species  of  delectable  fruit,  as  well  as  some 
that  would  be  better  described  by  a  different  adjective,  the  following  note 
of  suggestions  as  to  the  preferable  method  of  packing  and  carriage  : 
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Edward  W.  Lincoln,  Esq., 

My  Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  request  for  my  views  upon  the  modes 
of  putting  up  and  delivering  fruit,  especially  the  Peach,  for  this  market, 
I  would  say  that  in  the  1st  place  the  cars  should  be  constructed  for  the 
especial  purpose,  thus  giving  the  fruit  perfect  ventilation. 

2d.  The  fruits  should  be  shipped  in  quarter,  half  and  whole  barrels,  in 
preference  to  boxes.  They  arrive  in  much  better  condition  in  barrels. 
These  should  be  made  with  a  false  head  in  the  center,  so  as  to  divide  the 
bulk  of  fruit  into  two  equal  portions.  The  barrels  should  be  perforated 
with  good  sized  holes :  say  an  inch  in  diameter. 

3d.  The  condition  of  the  car  must  not  be  overlooked.  The  fruit  is 
often  transported  in  the  same  car  with  horses.  Again,  it  will  arrive 
covered  with  tar  or  lime  which  had  probably  been  in  the  car  before  the 
fruit.    From  this  both  dealer  and  consumer  have  to  suffer. 

4th.  Delay  in  transportation,  caused  by  insufficiency  and  poor  class  of 
boats,  (the  route  by  Long  Island  Sound  being  unavoidable,)  and  the  in- 
adequate supply  of  cars  at  the  precise  occasion  of  their  need. 

Hoping  that  a  change  may  be  effected,  and  recognizing  in  your  society 
a  powerful  agency  toward  this  end, 

I  remain  very  truly  yours,  &c, 

George  L.  Bliss. 

Mr.  Bliss  desired  that  his  name  should  not  be  used,  and  will  un- 
dobtedly  shrink  from  this  publicity.  But  the  oldest  and  most  expert 
dealers  concur  with  him  in  the  opinions  which  he  has  so  well  expressed, 
and  the  propriety  would  appear  to  be  slight  of  withholding  from  him  his 
just  due  of  recognition. 

It  would  be  a  source  of  profound  regret  that  so  few  of  our  community 
possess  even  a  limited  knowledge  of  Botany.  It  ought  to  be  a  cause  for 
deeper  self-reproach  when  the  remedy  is  within  our  own  hands  and  we 
withhold  its  application.  Your  Secretary  has  already  advised  the  pro- 
curement of  a  course  of  lectures  from  Prof.  Asa  Gray,— -facile  princeps  in 
his  chosen  science,  and  as  skillful  in  imparting  the  rudiments  of  learning 
as  he  is  in  mastering  its  higher  branches.  He  might  not  come  were  he 
invited:  should  he,  which  one  of  you  would  not  prefer  his  lucid 
and  exact  instruction  to  the  vapid  flapdoodle  that  has  become  the  custom- 
ary food  of  lyceums. 

How  much  of  the  love  of  flowers  that  yet  influences  our  older  fellow 
citizens,  may  be  traced  to  the  lingering  charm  of  those  field  excursions 
and  off-hand  lectures  in  the  old  Town  Hall,  instigated  and  made  profitable 
by  Emory  Washburn,  John  Milton  Earle,  Christopher  C.  Baldwin,  and 
William  Lincoln!  Of  what  infinitely  higher  aspiration — this  "looking  from 
Nature  up  to  Nature's  God" — than  the  incessant  thrumming  upon  soul 
less  wire  or  disembodied  cat-gut  to  which  the  majority  of  our  young  men 
and  maidens  are  now  addicted.   Latterly,  it  has  been  considered  indis- 
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pensable  to  a  proper  impression  of  the  juvenile  mind  with  the  recondite 
mysteries  of  political  Republicanism,  that  it  should  be  seasonably  trained 
to  a  love  for  Kerosene  and  the  Tan- Yard.  Is  it  not  equally  the  dictate  of 
prudence  for  the  votaries  of  Flora  and  Pomona,  in  whichsoever  depart- 
ment, to  bend  their  twigs  as  they  would  have  their  trees  incline? 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

EDWARD  WINSLOW  LINCOLN, 

Librarian  and  Secretary. 

Horticultural  Hall,  Worcester,  Mass.,  Nov.  Gth,  A.  D.,  1872. 


SELECT  FRUITS  RECOMMENDED  BY  THE  SOCIETY. 


APPLES. 

Early. — Red  Astrachan,  Sweet  Bough,  Duchess  of  Oldenburg,  Wil- 
liams' Early  Red,  Worcester  Spy,f  and  Summer  Pippin  (Sour 
Bough.)  j- 

Autumn. — Gravenstein,  Mother,  Porter,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Hol- 
den  Pippin,  Maiden's  Blush,  Shepard's  Sweet,*  and  Leland's  Spice.* 

Winter  and  Spring. — Rhode  Island  Greening,  Baldwin,  Tallman 
Sweet,  Roxbury  Russett,  Northern  Spy,  Palmerf  (Washington  Roy- 
al,) and  Yellow  Belleflower.f 

CHERRIES. 

General  Culture. — May  Duke,  Knight's  Early  Black,  Black  Tarta- 
rian, American  Amber,  Downer's  Late,  Black  Eagle,  Elton. 

PEARS. 

Amateur  Culture. — Doyenne  d'  Ete,  Dearborn's  Seedling,  Rostiezer, 
St.  Ghislain,  Flemish  Beauty,  Marie  Louise,  Osband's  Summer,  St. 
Michael  Archange,  Glout  Morceau,  Josephine  de  Malines,  Passe  Col- 
mar,  Dana's  Hovey. 

General  or  Market  Culture. — Beurre  Giffard,  Beurre  Bosc,  Beurre 
d'  Anjou,  Beurre  Langelier,  Beurre  Clairgeau,  Beurre  Superfin, 
Bartlett,  Belle  Lucrative,  Paradis  d'  Automne,  Seckel,  Louise  Bonne 
de  Jersey,  Sheldon,  Onondaga  (Swan's  Orange,)  Doyenne  Boussock, 
Doyenne  du  Cornice,  Duchesse  d'  Angouleme,  Urbaniste,  Winter 
Xe'lis,  Lawrence,  Vicar  of  Winkfield,  Fulton,  Howell. 

Promising  Well. — Clapp's  Favorite,  Durandeau  (De  Tongres),  Beurre 
Hardy. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  PEARS. 
FOR  HOME  USE. 

Best  Five. — Bartlett,  Seckel,  Sheldon,  Urbaniste,  Lawrence. 

Best  Ten. — Beurre  Giffard,  Bartlett,  Seckel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Sheldon,  Beurre.  ;Bosc,  Urbaniste,  Doyenne  du  Cornice,  Beurre 
d'  Anjou,  Lawrence. 
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Best  Fifteen.— Beurre  Giffard,  Bartlett,  Paradis  d'  Automne,  Seckel, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Sheldon,  Beurre  Bosc,  Duchesse  d'  An- 
gouleme,  Beurre  Superfin,  Urbaniste,  Doyenne  du  Cornice,  Beurre 
d'  Anjou,  Lawrence,  "Winter  Nelis,  Yicar  of  Winkfield. 

Best  Twenty. —  Beurre  Giffard,  Clapp's  Favorite,  Bartlett,  Paradis 
d'  Automne,  Belle  Lucrative,  Seckel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Shel- 
don, Beurre  Bosc.  Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  Beurre  Superfin,  Beurre 
Clairgeau,  Onondaga  (Swan's  Orange,)  Urbaniste,  Doyenne  du 
Cornice,  Beurre  d'  Anjou,  Dana's  Hovey,  Lawrence,  Winter  Nelis, 
Yicar  of  Winkfield. 

FOR  THE  MARKET. 

Best  Five. — Bartlett,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Duchesse  d'  Angouleme, 
Beurre  d'  Anjou,  Lawrence. 

Best  Ten. — Clapp's  Favorite,  Bartlett,  Paradis  d'  Automne,  Seckel, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Beurre  Bosc,  Duchesse  d'  Angouleme, 
Beurre  d'  Anjou,  Beurre  Clairgeau,  Lawrence. 

STRAWBERRIES. 
Best  One  Variety.— Charles  Downing. 

Best  Three  Varieties. — Charles  Downing,  Wilson,  Jucunda. 
Best  Five  Varieties. — Charles  Downing,  Wilson,  Jucunda,  Lady  of 
the  Lake,  Kentucky. 

Best  Ten  Varieties. — Charles  Downing,  Wilson,  Jucunda,  Lady  of 
the  Lake,  Kentucky,  President  Wilder,  Boyden's  No.  30,  Downer's 
Prolific,  Cutter's  Seedling,  Triomphe  de  Gand. 

Amateur  Varieties. — Nicanor,  Napoleon  Third,  Lennig's  White, 
Fillmore,  Scott's  Seedling. 

RASPBERRIES. 
Hardy  Red.— Clarke,  Philadelphia. 

Half  Hardy  Red. — Knevett's  Giant,  Northumberland,  Franconia. 

Light  Colored. — Brinckle's  Orange. 

Black  Caps. — Davison's  Thornless,  Mammoth  Cluster. 

BLACKBERRIES. 
Wilson's  Early,  Kittatinny,  Dorchester. 

CURRANTS. 

Red. — La  Versaillaise,  Cherry,  Red  Dutch. 
White  — White  Grape,  Dana's  Transparent. 

GRAPES. 

General  Culture.  —  Hartford  Prolific,  Delaware,  Concord,  Salem 
(Rogers  No.  53,)  Massasoit  (Rogers  No.  3,)  Lindley  (Rogers  No.  9,) 
Rogers  No.  33,  Barry  (Rogers  No.  43). 

Amateur. — Diana. 

Promising  Well. — Walter,  Eumelan,  Wilder  (Rogers  No.  4.) 

♦Varieties  recommended  as  "  promising  well." 
[Varieties  recommended  for  "amateur  cultivation." 
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SCHEDULE  OF  PREMIUMS 


OFFERED  KY  THE 


Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1873, 


WORCESTER,  MASS  : 
Edward  R.  Fiske  &  Co.,  Printers 


ggi23  Particular  attention  is  called  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations  on 
Pages  13  and  14,  and  especially  to  Nos.  2,  and  15,  respectively  ;  the  one 
defining  the  limit  of  time  for  entries  of  Vegetables,  and  the  other  requir- 
ing lists  of  all  entries  to  be  filed  with  the  Secretary. 

Amount  appropriated  for  Premiums  at  the  Exhibitions  in  1873,  $1,500  00 

PROSPECTIVE  PRIZES. 

For  Fruits  originated  within  the  County  of  Worcester,  and  which 
after  full  trial,  shall  be  decided  equal  in  quality  and  other 
characteristics,  to  any  now  extant : 

For  the  best  Seedling  Strawberry,  after  a  trial  of  three  years,        $25  00 

For  the  best  Seedling  Raspberry,  after  a  trial  of  three  years,  regard 

being  had  to  hardiness  as  well  as  quality,     .       .       .       .       25  00 

For  the  best  Seedling  Fruit,  after  a  trial  of  three  years,  .       .         20  00 


Committee. — President;  Secretary;  George  Cruickshanks,  of  Whitins- 
ville  ;  Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston  ;  O.  B.  Hadwen,  James 
Draper,  F.  H.  Kinney  and  William  H.  Earle,  of  Worcester. 


B  Y  -  L  >V  W  S 


OF  THE 

Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 
Article  1.    There  shall  be  an  Annual  Meeting-  of  the  Society,  to  be 
held  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  November  of  each  year. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Article  2.  Any  male  person  may  become  a  Member  of  the  Society 
on  payment  of  the  sum  of  Five  Dollars  ;  females  upon  the  payment  of 
Three  Dollars.  Honorary  Members  may  be  admitted  by  vote  of  the 
Society  or  of  the  Trustees,  but  shall  not  have  the  right  to  vote  at  any 
Business-Meeting. 

OFFICERS. 

Article.  3.  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  consist  of  a  President, 
three  (3)  Vice  Presidents,  a  Secretary  and  Librarian,  and  a  Treasurer — 
(all  of  whom  shall  be  Trustees  ex-officiis) — and  the  Trustees  by  election. 
The  officers  are  to  be  elected  by  ballot,  to  hold  their  offices  until  the  next 
annual  election, '  or  until  others  are  chosen  in  their  places,  and  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 

MEETINGS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 
Article  4.  All  meetings  of  the  Society  shall  be  called  by  giving  not 
less  than  one  (1)  week's  notice  in  at  least  one  newspaper  published  in 
the  City  of  Worcester.  Special  Meetings  of  the  Society  shall  be  called 
at  any  time,  on  the  application  of  five  (5)  members  therefor.  And  at 
all  meetings  of  the  Society,  seven  (7)  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  business. 

SECRETARY. 

Article  5.  His  Duties  :  The  Secretary  shall  keep  records  of  all 
business  transacted  at  the  meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  the  Trustees, 
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and  also  of  the  admission  of  Members,  and  lie  shall  call  and  notif  y  meet- 
ings of  the  Society  and  of  the  Trustees,  and  shall  notify  persons  chosen 
to  office  in  the  Society  of  their  election  and  the  Committees  of  their 
appointment,  and  shall  attend  to  the  correspondence  of  the  Society. 

TREASURER. 

Article  (>.  His  Duteis  :  The  Treasurer  shall,  at  each  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Society,  make  a  Report  of  his  Receipts  and  Expendi- 
tures on  account  of  the  Society,  and  the  condition  of  his  finances,  and 
exhibit  his  accounts.  And  a  committee  shall  be  annually  appointed  by 
the  Trustees  to  examine  and  audit  his  accounts  and  to  report  thereon. 
The  Treasurer  shall  give  bonds  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Society  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

TRUSTEES. 

Article  7.  Their  Number  :  The  Trustees  shall  consist  of  any 
number  not  less  than  Twenty-Five  (25)  exclusive  of  the  officers,  who 
are  Trustees  ex  ojficiis — and  the  exact  number  of  Trustees  for  the  year 
ensuing,  shall  be  determined  at  each  Annual  Meeting. 

Their  Powers  :  The  Trustees  shall  have  the  general  charge  and 
direction  of  the  affairs  and  business  of  the  Society,  its  funds  and  prop- 
erty, so  far  as  not  otherwise  provided  for  in  the  By-Laws  or  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Society  ;  and  may  appoint  one  or  more  Exhibitions  of  Elowers, 
Fruit  or  Vegetables  in  each  year,  and  make  all  arrangements  therefor  and 
for  conducting  the  same,  including  the  appointment  of  Committees  ;  and 
may  establish  Premiums  and  provide  for  awarding  the  same,  and  shall 
direct  the  disposal  of  all  articles  of  a  vegetable  growth  which  may  be 
presented  to  the  Society,  including  the  distribution  of  Seeds,  Scions  and 
Cuttings,  Layers  and  Roots. 

Their  Meetings— Quorum  :  At  all  meetings  of  the  Trustees  seven 
(7)  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business  ;  and  a 
meeting  of  the  Trustees  may  at  any  time  be  called,  on  the  application  of 
three  (3)  members  of  the  Board  to  the  President  of  the  Society  :  and 
all  meetings  of  the  Trustees  shall  be  called  by  the  Secretary.  There 
shall  be  stated  meetings  of  the  Trustees,  to  be  held  once  in  three  (3) 
months. 

AMENDMENTS. 
Article  8.  The  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Society,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  (§)  of  the  members  pres- 
ent ;  provided  that  previous  notice  shall  have  been  given  in  the  call  for 
the  Annual  Meeting  that  the  subject  of  an  alteration  of  the  By-Laws  is 
to  come  before  the  Society  at  that  meeting. 
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COMMITTEE  OF  ARRANGEMENTS  AND  EXHIBITIONS. 

JOHN  C.  NEWTON,  Chairman.  JAMES  DRAPER, 

SAMUEL  FLAGG,  HENRY  PHELPS, 

O.  B.  HADWEN,  SAMUEL  H.  COLTON, 

GEO.  E.  FRANCIS,  President. 
EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN,  Secretary,  Nos.  5  Oak  and  18  Front  Streets, 

Worcester. 

The  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition  commences  Tuesday  evening,  Sep- 
tember 16th,  at  6  P.  M.,  and  closes  Friday  evening,  September  19th,  at 
9  P.  M. 

COMMITTEES  OF  AWARD. 

APPLES. — William  T.  Harlow,  Chairman;  James  F.  Allen, 
Samuel  H.  Colton,  Samuel  A.  Knox,  J.  K.  L.  Pickford, 
of  Worcester;  Cyrus  White,  Henry  Marble,  of  Millbury ; 
and  Isaac:  B.  Hartwell,  of  Oxford. 

GRAPES,  PEACHES,  &c— William  H.  Earle,  Chairman  ;  T.  M. 
Lamb,  W.  W.  Cook,  Horatio  Phelps,  of  Worcester ;  Paul 
Whitin,  of  Whitinsville ;  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton  ;  and 
Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston. 

PEARS. — Henry  L.  Parker,  Chairman  ;  Henry  Phelps,  John 
C.  Newton,  James  Draper,  O.  B.  Hadwen,  S.  Harrison 
Knox,  of  Worcester ;  Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury ;  and 
John  F.  Johnson,  of  Northborough. 

PLANTS,  FLOWERS,  &c— Samuel  Flagg,  Chairman;  Charles 
Madaus,  Clarendon  Harris,  D.  S.  Messinger,  Henry 
Woodward,  Lyman  J.  Taft,  of  Worcester  ;  and  George 
Cruickshanks,  of  Whitinsville. 

VEGETABLES.— George  A.  Adams,  Chairman  ;  Thomas  R.  Nor- 
cross,  J.  D.  Lovell,  O.  L.  Hatch,  Rueus  Carter,  Daniel 
Bemis,  Charles  Belcher,  Alexander  Marsh,  Geo.  G. 
Burbaxk  and  Wm.  H.  Hackett,  of  Worcester. 
Eg!53  The  Committees  will  meet  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  Wednesday, 

September  17th. 
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JUNE. 

The  opening  Exhibition  of  the  Summer  season,  will  be  held  in  the 
Library,  on  Thursday  the  Twelfth  day  of  June,  from  3  to  5  o'clock, 
P.  M.  ' 

SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

1st.  All  named  varieties  of  Plants  or  Flowers  exhibited  for  premium 
must  have  the  name  legibly  and  correctly  written  on  stiff  card,  wood,  or 
some  other  permanent  substance  ;  and  each  separate  plant  or  flower  must 
have  its  name  attached. 

2d.  Detailed  reports  of  exhibitions  cannot  be  expected,  unless  a  writ- 
ten list  is  handed  to  the  Secretary. 

3d.  The  Committees  will  not  feel  themselves  obliged  to  award  the 
Premiums  merely  because  plants  and  flowers  are  exhibited  in  competi- 
tion ;  and  unless  they  possess  decided  marks  of  superior^,  Premiums 
will  be  withheld. 

4th  All  exhibitors  not  strictly  complying  with  the  above  rules  will  be 
excluded  from  competition  for  premium.    Attention  is  also  called  to  the 


Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Society. 

HARDY  PLANTS  AND  SHRUBS. 

Eor  the  best  display  of  named  varieties  $8  00 

Eor  the  second  best   5  00 

For  the  third  best   3  00 

ON  THURSDAY,  P.  M.,  JUNE  19th. 

CUT  FLOWERS. 

For  the  best  display   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 


ROSE  EXHIBITION. 
The  Annual  Rose  Exhibition  will  be  held  in  the  Hall  of  the  Society, 
on  Thursday,  the  26th  day  of  June,  commencing  at  3  P.  M.,  and  closing 
at  5  P.M. 

All  articles  for  competition  must  be  entered  with  the  Secretary,  and  be 


placed  on  the  table  before  3  o'clock. 

ROSES. 

For  the  best  general  display  of  named  varieties  $8  00 

For  the  second  best   5  00 

For  the  third  best   3  00 

For  the  best  arranged  vase   3  00 
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For  the  second  best   $2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

CUT  FLOW KltS. 

For  the  best  collection   0  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 

«T5EEN  HOUSE  PLANTS. 

For  the  best  collection  of  named  specimens    8  00 

For  the  second  best  i   6  00 

For  the  third  best   4  00 


TO  FLORISTS.— Special. 
On  each  successive  Thursday,  viz  : — 
July  3d,  July  24th,  August  14th,  September  4th, 

July  10th,  July  31st,  August  21st,        •  September  11th, 

July  17th,  August  7th,  August  28th, 


Premiums  of  three  dollars  (S3. 00)  and  two  dollars  ($2.00)  respectively, 
will  be  offered  for  the  best  and  next  best  Two  Stands  of  Cut 
Flowers. 

To  Amateurs. — At  each  of  such  exhibitions  a  Premium  of  two  dol- 
lars ($2.00)  and  one  dollar  ($1.00)  will  also  be  offered  for  the  best  and 
second  best  Stands  of  Cut  Flowers,  grown  by  amateurs. 

[Gratuities  will  also  be  awarded  for  collections  of  Native  Flowers,  in 
their  season,  and  for  such  other  articles  as  may  appear  to  merit  pecuniary 
encouragement.  The  trustees  have  made  liberal  appropriations,  and  the 
Committee  on  Exhibitions  are  resolved  that  the  reproach  of  meagre 
displays,  or  none  at  all,  shall  not  attach  to  themselves,  but  to  those  Flori- 
culturists who  neglect  their  opportunities.  E.  w.  l.] 


Premiums  for  Fruits  during  the  Season. 


Hglr'  The  Season  is  understood  to  extend  from  the  opening  in  June  to 
the  Annual  Exhibition  in  September,  during  which  there  will  be  an  exhi- 
bition every  Thursday,  and  Premiums  will  be  awarded  as  enumerated  in 
the  Schedule. 

AT  THE  ROSE  SHOW— ON  THURSDAY,  JUKE  26th. 

Entries  must  be  made  with  the  Secretary,  and  the  articles  be  upon  the 
tables  before  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

No  person  can  compete  for  more  than  one  premium  with  the  same 
variety  of  berry,  or  varieties  of  fruit,  except  that  a  single  dish  may  be 


the  same  as  in  a  collection. 

STRAWBERRIES. 

CLASS  1.    For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  one  quart  of  each 

named  variety  $8  00 

For  the  second  largest  and  best  collection,  one  quart  of  each 

named  variety   6  00 

For  the  third  largest  and  best  collection,  one  quart  of  each 

named  variety   4  00 

CLASS  2.    For  the  best  six  named  varieties   5  00 

For  the  second  best  six  named  varieties   3  00 

For  the  third  best  six  named  varieties   2  00 

CLASS  3.    For  the  best  two  quarts  of  any  named  variety   2  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Agriculturist   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Boyden's  No.  30   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Charles  Downing   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Downer's  Prolific   ,   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Hovey's  Seedling   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Ida   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Jucunda   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Kentucky   1  00 
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For  the  best  quart  of  Lady  of  the  Lake   .ft  1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Lennig's  White   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Napoleon  Third   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Nicanor   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  President  Wilder   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Triomphe  de  Gand     1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Wilson    1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  any  other  sort   1  00 

ON  THURSDAY,  JULY  3d. 

CHERRIES. 

For  the  best  four  named  varieties  of  one  quart  each   4  00 

For  the  second  best  four  named  varieties  of  one  quart  each   2  00 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  any  named  variety    2  00 

For  the  second  best  two  quarts  of  any  named  variety    1  00 

ON  THURSDAY,  JULY  10th 
CURRANTS. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  varieties,  one  quart 

each   4  00 

For  the  second  best  as  above   2  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  the  Cherry   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  La  Versaillaise    1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  any  other  Red  variety   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  any  White  variety   1  00 

ON  THURSDAY,  JULY  17th. 

RASPBERRIES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  named  varieties,  of  one 

quart  each   6  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  any  named  variety,   2  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Clarke   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Franconia   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Knevett's  Giant   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Brinckle's  Orange   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Northumberland  Fillbasket   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  any  other  sort  •.   1  00 

BLAC  K  CAPS. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  varieties   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 
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ON  THURSDAY,  JULY  24th. 

BLACKBERRIES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  varieties,  of  one  quart 

each   $4  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Wilson   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Kittatinny   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Dorchester   1  00 

RASPBERRIES. 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  any  named  variety   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Doyenne  d'  Ete    1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety   1  00 

ON  THURSDAY,  JULY  31st. 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Beurre  Gilfard   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  named  variety   1  00 

POTATOES. 

For  the  best  peck   1  0  ) 

TOMATOES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  (open  culture)....?^,   2  00 

For  the  second  best  do.    1  00 

ON  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  7th. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Early  Sweet  Bough   1  00 

For  .the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Williams's  Early  Red   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Red  Astrachan   1  00 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  named  variety   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 
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ON  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  14th. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  any  named  variety.   $1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  any  other  named  variety   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  any  other  named  variety   1  00 

I'KARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Clapp's  Favorite   2  00 

For  the  seeond  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Rostiezer   1  00 

ON  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  21st. 

APPLES, 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  varieties,  of  ten  speci- 
mens each   4  00 

For  the  second  best     2  00 

P  EARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  any  named  variety    2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

ON  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  28th. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  any  named  variety   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  any  other  named  variety   1  00 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Clapp's  Favorite   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

PEACHES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Crawford's  Early   2  00 

VEGETABLES. 

For  the  best  twelve  Tomatoes   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

ON  THURSDAY",  SEPTEMBER  4th. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  any  named  variety   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  any  other  named  variety   1  00 
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PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Clapp's  Favorite   $2  00  . 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Bartlett   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

PEACHES. 

For  the  best  dish  of  twelve  specimens   2  00 

For  the  second  best     1  00 

OX  THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  11th. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Gravenstein   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Porter   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Duchess  of  Oldenburg    1  00 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Bartlett   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Flemish  Beauty   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Paradis  d'  Automne   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  St.  Ghislain   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Howell   1  00 

PEACHES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  at  least  five  varieties,  twelve  specimens 

of  each  variety   o  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  best  dish  of  twelve  specimens   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

GRAPES. 

For  the  best  four  ripe  clusters  of  any  early  native  variety   3  00 

For  the  second  best  ,   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 


THE   ANNUAL   AUTUMNAL  EXHIBITION. 


Will  open  in  Mechanics  and  Washburn  Halls,  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing, the  Sixteenth  of  September  at  6  P.  M.,  and  elose  on  Friday,  the 
Nineteenth  of  September,  at  9  P.  M. 

j§gp  Exhibitors  are  notified  that  strict  conformity  to  the  Regulations 
and  Rules  will  be  expected  and  required,  for  their  own  benefit  as  well  as 
for  the  convenience  of  the  officers  of  the  Society. 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

1.  The  Annual  Exhibition  will  commence  on  Tuesday,  September 
16th,  at  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  close  on  Friday,  September  19th,  at  9  o'clock 
P.  M. 

2.  Articles  offered  for  Premiums  at  the  Annual  Exhibition  must  be 
entered  with  the  Secretary  before  9  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  Tuesday,  Septem- 
ber 16th.  Provided,  That  all  entries  of  Vegetables  must  be  made  with 
the  Secretary  on  or  before  the  ninth  (9th)  day  of  September. 

3.  Competition  for  premiums  is  open  to  all  ;  but  a  discount  of  one- 
third  of  the  amount  will  be  made  from  the  awards  to  persons  who  are  not 
members  of  the  Society  ;  and  it  is  strictly  required  that  all  specimens 
offered  for  premiums  shall  have  been  grown  by  the  competitors. 

4.  After  the  articles  are  arranged  they  will  be  under  the  exclusive 
charge  of  the  Committees,  and  not  even  the  owners  will  have  the  liberty 
to  remove  them,  until  the  exhibition  is  closed,  when  they  will  be  delivered 
as  the  contributors  may  direct. 

5.  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  more  than  one  premium  for 
the  same  specimen  of  fruit  or  vegetable.  And  no  article  for  which  a 
Premium  has  been  once  awarded  can  receive  another  during  the  season. 
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Not  shall  any  transfer  be  allowed  from  one  class  to  another,  of  an  article 
once  entered  upon  the  books  of  the  Secretary. 

6.  No  variety  of  which  specimens  have  been  entered  in  a  class  or 
collection  shall  be  repeated  in  any  other  collection  or  class  ;  but  specimens 
of  that  variety  may  be  duplicated  among  the  single  dishes. 

7.  All  Fruits  offered  for  Premium  must  be  composed  of  exactly  the 
number  or  quantity  of  specimens  named  in  the  Schedule,  the  several 
Committees  being  instructed  to  remove  all  excess  or  exclude  for  defi- 
ciency ;  each  variety  being  designated  by  name. 

8.  All  articles  offered  for  Premiums  must  be  correctly  named.  Indefi- 
nite appellations,  such  as  '  'Pippin,"  "  Sweeting,"  "  Greening,"  etc.,  will 
not  be  considered  as  names. 

9.  No  Flowers,  Fruits,  or  Vegetables,  will  be  entitled  to  a  premium 
unless  they  possess  points  of  superiority  ;  and  the  Committees  are  strictly 
required  to  withhold  premiums,  if,  in  their  opinion,  the  articles  exhibited 
do  not  merit  them. 

10.  Competitors  will  be  required  to  furnish  information  as  to  their 
mode  of  cultivation,  and  to  present  specimens  for  trial  and  examination 
if  requested. 

11.  All  premiums  that  are  not  claimed  within  three  months  after  the 
Annual  Exhibition,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  Society. 

12.  The  awards  of  the  premiums  will  be  made  known  as  soon  as  the 
premium  cards  can  be  filled  out  and  placed  upon  the  tables. 

13.  Admission  to  the  Annual  Exhibition,  for  those  who  are  not  mem- 
bers of  the  Societjr,  25  cents  ;  Children  under  10  years  of  age,  15  cents. 

14.  On  Saturday,  September  20th,  punctually  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  the 
Fruit,  Vegetable*,  &c,  belonging  to  the  Society,  will  be  sold  at  Public 
Auction,  and  all  specimens  which  are  not  claimed  at  that  time,  will  be 
considered  as  given  to  the  Society,  and  will  be  sold  for  its  benefit. 

15.  Contributors  will  be  required  to  furnish  a  list  of  their  articles  to  the 
Secretary  I 

f0r'  Downing's  Fruits  of  America,  Revised  Edition,  will  guide  the 
Committees  in  their  decisions. 


Special  Notice  !  By  vote  of  the  Trustees,  the  several  Committees 
will  meet,  on  Wednesday,  September  17th,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to  make 
their  awards. 
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PEEMIUM8. 


SPECIAL  PREMIUMS  FOR  PROFESSIONAL  GARDENERS  ONLY. 

For  superiority  in  greatest  number  of  departments,  in  the  present 


Exhibition  : 

First  Premium   $10  00 

Second  Premium    8  00 

Third  Premium   5  00 

Fourth  Premium   3  00 


[Awarded  by  Committee  on  Exhibitions.] 
APPLES. 

Committee. — William  T.  Harlow,  Chairman  ;  James  F.  Allen,  Sam-" 
uel  H.  Colton,  Samuel  A.  Knox,  J.  K.  L.  Pickford,  of  Worcester ;  Cyrus 
White,  Henry  Marble  of  Millbury  ;  and  Isaac  B.  Hartwell,  of  Oxford. 
CLASS  1.    For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  twenty-five 


nor  more  than  thirty-five  varieties,  ten  specimens  of 

each  variety   $15  00 

For  the  second  best   12  00 

For  the  third  best   9  00 

CLASS  "2.    For  the  best  twenty  named  varieties,  of  ten  specimens 

each   12  00 

For  the  second  best   10  00 

For  the  third  best   8  00 

CLASS  3.    For  the  best  twelve  named  varieties,  of  ten  specimens 

each   10  00 

For  the  second  best   8  00 

For  the  thiid  best   5  00 

CLASS  4.    For  the  best  six  named  varieties  of  ten  specimens  each    6  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 
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CLASS  5.    For  the  best  three  named  varieties  of  ten  specimens 

each   $4  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 

CLASS  6.    For  the  best  collection,  of  not  less  than  four  new  vari- 
eties, not  previously  exhibited   5  00 

For  the  next  best   3  00 

SINGLE  DISHES.    For  the  best  ten  Baldwin   2  00 

For  best  ten  Astrachan  (Red )   2  00 

For  best  ten  Cogswell   2  00 

For  best  ten  Duchess  of  Oldenburg   2  00 

For  best  ten  Golden  Sweet...   2  00 

For  best  ten  Gravenstein   2  00 

For  best  ten  Holden  Pippin   2  00 

For  best  ten  Hubbardston  Nonesuch   2  00 

For  best  ten  Leicester  Sweet   2  00 

For  best  ten  Maiden's  Blush   2  00 

For  best  ten  Mother   2  00 

For  best  ten  Northern  Spy   2  00 

For  best  ten  Palmer,  (Washington  Royal)    2  00 

For  best  ten  Peck's  Pleasant   2  00 

For  best  ten  Porter   2  00 

For  best  ten  Rhode  Island  Greening   2  00 

For  best  ten  Roxbury  Russett   2  00 

For  best  ten  Sheppard's  Sweet.   2  00 

For  best  ten  Tallman's  Sweet   2  00 

For  best  ten  Sweet  Apples  of  any  variety   2  00 

For  best  ten  Williams'  Early  Red   2  00 

For  best  ten  Twenty  Ounce   2  00 

For  best  ten  Washington  Strawberry   2  00 

For  best  ten  of  any  other  sort   2  00 


GRAPES,  PEACHES,  &c. 

Committe E.  William  H.  Earle,  Chairman  ;  Thomas  M.  Lamb,  W.  W. 
Cook,  Horatio  Phelps,  of  Worcester  ;  Paul  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville  ; 
F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton  ;  and  Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston. 

GRAPES. 

For  the  best  collection,  of  not  exceeding  eight  named  varieties, 

grown  under  glass,  two  clusters  of  each  variety  $  12  00 
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For  the  second  best   10  00 

For  the  third  best   6  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  Black  Hamburg   $2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  other  other  Black  grape   2  00 

For  the  second  best    1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  White  Muscat   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  other  variety  of  White   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  collection  of  well-ripened  out-door  grapes,  not  less 
than  six  nor  exceeding  fifteen  named  varieties,  of  four 

clusters  each   8  00 

For  the  second  best   5  00 

For  the  third  best   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Concord  i   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Croton   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Delaware   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Diana   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Eumelan    3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Hartford  Prolific   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Iona   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Israella    3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Martha   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Kogers  No  3,  (Massasoit,)   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Eogers  No.  4,  (Wilder)   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Kogers  No.  7   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  9,  (Lindley,)   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  15,  (Agawam)   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  19,  (Merrimac)   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  43,  (Barry)   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Salem   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Senasqua   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Walter   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Worden's  Seedling   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  any  other  variety  of  superior  quality,  3  00 

PLUMS. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  named  varieties   5  00 

For  the  second  best     *  00 

For  the  best  three  varieties    3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  single  plate   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 
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PEACHES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  six  varieties,  not  less  than  ten  specimens 

each   8  00 

For  the  second  best   5  00 

For  the  best  three  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each.   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  best  one  variety  of  twelve  specimens   3  00 

For  the  second  best     2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

QUINCES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  three  varieties   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Orange  Quinces   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 


PEAES. 

Committee. — Henry  L.  Parker.  Chairman  ;  Henry  Phelps,  John  C. 
Newton,  James  Draper,  O.  B.  Hadwen,  S.  Harrison  Knox,  Alfred 
Davis,  of  Worcester  ;  Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury;  and  John  F.  John- 
son, of  Nortliborough. 
CLASS  1.    For  the  best  twenty  named  varieties  of  twelve  speci- 
mens each      $16  00 

For  the  second  best   12  00 

For  the  third  best  ,   10  00 

CLASS  2.   For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties  of  twelve  speci- 
mens each   12  00 

For  the  second  best   9  00 

For  the  the  third  best   6  00 

CLASS  3.    For  the  best  ten  named  varieties  of  twelve  specimens 

each   8  00 

For  the  second  best   6  00 

For  the  third  best   4  00 
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CLASS  4.    For  the  best  five  named  varieties  of  twelve  specimens 

each   0  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 

CLASS  5.    For  the  best  three  named  varieties  of  twelve  speci- 
mens each   4  00 

For  th  e  second  best   3  00  ■ 

For  the  third  best   2  00 

CLASS  6.    For  the  best  collection,  of  not  les^  than  three  new 

varieties  not  previously  exhibited   5  00 

For  the  next  best   3  00 

SINGLE  DISHES.    For  the  best  twenty-four  Seckel  Pears  on 

one  dish   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Bartlett.   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Belle  Lucrative   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Bosc   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Clairgeau   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  d'  Anjou   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  d'  Arenberg   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Diel   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Easter   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Hardy     2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Langelier   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Superfin   '  3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Clapp's  Favorite   2  0j 

For  the  best  twelve  Dana's  Hovey   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Dix   2  00 

For  the  best.twelve  Doyenne  Boussock   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Doyenne  du  Cornice   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Duchesse  d'  Angouleme   3  10 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Dumas..   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Durandeau   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Flemish  Beauty   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Goodale   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Glout  Morceau   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 
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For  the  best  twelve  Howell   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Josephine  De  Malines   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Lawrence   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Marie  Louise   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Mt.  Vernon   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Paradis  d'  Automne    2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Passe  Colmar   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Sheldon....   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  St.  Ghislain   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  St.  Michel  Archange   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Onondaga  (Swan's  Orange)   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Urbaniste   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Winter  Nelis   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Winter  Pound   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety      2  00 


PLANTS,  FLOWERS,  &c,  &c. 

Committee. — Samuel  Flagsr,  Chairman  ;  George  Cruickshanks  of  Whit- 
insville ;  Charles  Madaus,  Clarendon  Harris,  David  S.  Messinger, 
Henry  Woodward  and  Henry  L.  Shu ni way  of  Worcester. 

[Rule  :  All  Pot-Plants  shall  have  been  growrn  in  the  Pots  in  which 
they  are  exhibited.] 

STOVE  AND  GREENHOUSE  PLANTS. 

PLANTS  WITH  ORNAMENTAL  FOLIAGE. 


For  the  best  twelve  $20  00 

For  the  second  best   12  00 

For  the  best  six    10  <  0 

For  the  second  best   6  00 

For  the  best  single   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00  . 
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PLANTS  IN  BLOOM.    For  the  best  six   15  00 

For  the  second  best   10  00 

For  the  third  best   5  00 

For  the  best  single   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

KAKE  AND  NEW  PLANTS.    For  the  best  collection   8  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

FEKNS  AND  LYCOPODS.    For  the  best  collection   10  00 

For  the  second  best   5  00 

HANGING  BASKET.    For  the  best,  grown  at  least  one  month 

in  the  basket   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

PAELOE  PLANTS  IN  POTS.    From  Amateurs 

For  the  best  collection,  not  exceeding  twelve  varieties   6  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 

SINGLE  PLANT.    For  the  best   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

FEENEEY  OE  WAEDIAN  CASE  from  any  source 

For  the  best   6  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 

CUT  FLOWEES.     [Variety  and  arrangement  will  be  considered 
as  well  as  rarity  and  quantity.] 
For  the  best  collection  and  best  kept  during  the  exhibition, 

of  not  less  than  two,  nor  exceeding  five  stands   6  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

For  the  third  best  ,   2  00 

For  the  best  stand  ,   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best     1  00 

For  the  best  arranged  basket  or  dish   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

PAELOE  BOUQUETS.    For  the  best  pair   4  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

HAND  BOUQUETS.    For  the  best  pair   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 
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FLORAL  DESIGN.    For  the  best  ,   6  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

ASTEKS.    For  the  best  display   4  00 

For  the  second  best  „   3  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 

For  the  fourth  best  ,   1  00 

CARNATIONS  AND  PICOTEES.     For  the  best  display  of 

named  varieties   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

CHINA  PINKS.    For  the  best  display   2  00 

DAHLIAS.    Class  1.    For  the  best  twelve  named  varieties   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

Class  2.   For  the  best  twelve  liliputian  varieties   3  00 

GLADIOLUS.    For  the  best  collection,  named  or  unnamed  vari- 
eties, from  any  source  :   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

Class  1.    For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

Class  2.    For  the  best  ten  named  varieties   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  specimen  spike   1  00 

For  the  best  seedling   1  00 

HOLLYHOCKS.    For  the  best  collection   3  00 

For  the  second  best  collection   2  00 

IMMORTELLES.    For  the  best  collection  of  named  varieties.  . .  3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

ORNAMENTAL  GRASSES.    For  the  best  display   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

PANSIES.    For  the  best  display   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

PETUNIAS.    For  the  best  display   2  00 

ROSES.    Class  1.    For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties   4  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

Class  2.    For  the  best  ten  named  varieties   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

SCABIOSA]  For  the  best  display,  not  less  than  three  colors   2  CO 

NA^sA.       j  For  the  best  display   2  00 

SWEET  PEAS.    For  the  best  display   2  00 
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VERBENAS.    For  the  best  display   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  display  of  seedlings   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

ZINNIAS.    For  the  best  display   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 


special  premium.    (Offered  by  the  President.) 

For  the  best  two  plants  of  Zonale  Geraniums,  single  or  double,  of 
any  color,  in  bloom, — to  be  awarded  by  George  Cruickshanks, —  a  Cup, 
valued  at  $10.00. 


VEGETABLES. 

ggp  All  entries  in  this  Department  must  be  made  with  the  Secretary, 
on  or  before  the  ninth  (9th)  day  of  September.  And  all  vegetables 
exhibited  for  Premiums,  must  be  in  Washburn  Hall,  by  10  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  on  Wednesday,  the  seventeenth  day  of  September. 

Committee  : — George  A.  Adams,  Chairman ;  Thomas  R.  Norcross, 
J.  D.  Lovell,  O.  L.  Hatch,  Rufus  Carter,  Daniel  Bemis,  Charles  Belch- 
er, Alexander  Marsh,  and  William  H.  Hackett,  of  Worcester. 

COLLECTION.    For  the  best  general  collection  of  vegetables. .  .$20  (0 


For  the  second  best   15  00 

For  the  third  best   10  00 

BEETS.    For  the  best  twelve  Long  Blood   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Early  Bassano   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Egyptian   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Sugar   2  CO 

For  the  best  twelve  Turnip   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Mangold  Wurtzel   2  00 

CABBAGES.   For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  five  varie- 
ties  5  00 

For  the  second  best     3  00 

For  the  best  three  Large  Flat  Brunswick   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Drumhead   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen  Drumhead,  weight  not  less  than 

30  lbs   1  00 
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For  the  best  three  Drumhead  Savoy   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Early  Sweinfurth   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Red   2  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Savoy   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   2  00 

CAKROTS.    For  the  best  twelve  Early  Horn  or  Short  Scarlet   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Long  Orange   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Red   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  White   2  00 

CAULIFLOWERS.    For  the  best  three  specimens   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   1  00 

CELERY.    For  the  best  six  roots   4  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

CORN.    For  the  best  collection  of  Sweet  not  less  than  five  vari- 
eties  5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  ears  of  Sweet   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  Yellow  or  Field,  of  twenty  ears  traced   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

CRANBERRIES.    For  the  best  peck   1  00 

EGGPLANT.    For  the  best  four  specimens   100 

HORSE  RADISH.    For  the  best  six  roots    1  00 

MELONS.    For  best  two  Water   2  00 

For  the  second  best    100 

For  the  best  Green  Flesh,  three  specimens   1  00 

For  the  best  Yellow  Flesh,  three  specimens    1  00 

ONIONS.    For  the  best  four  varieties  a  half  peck  of  each   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  Red   1  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  Silver  Skin   1  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  White  Portugal   2  00 

PARSNEPS.    For  the  best  twelve  Guernsey   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Hollow  Crown   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Student   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Short   2  00 
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'  POTATOES.    For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties,  a  half  peck 

of  each   12  00 

For  the  second  best   8  00 

For  the  third  best   4  00 

[And  the  Committee  may  award  Ten  Dollars  (#10.00)  in  gratuities  to 

such  named  varieties,  as  in  their  opinion  merit  them.'' 

PUMPKINS.    For  the  best  three,  weight  not  less  than  20  lbs.  each  2  00 

For  the  second  best     1  00 

PEPPERS.    For  the  best  half  peck   1  00 

SALSIFY.    For  the  best  twelve  specimens   1  00 

SQUASHES.    For  the  best  three  pure  Crookneck   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Canada  Crookneck     2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Hubbard    2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Mammoth   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Marblehead  •   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Marrow    2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Turban   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Yokohoma   2  00 

TOMATOES.    For  the  best  collection,  not  less  than  six  varieties 

and  not  less  than  twelve  of  each  variety   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 

For  the  best  Boston  Market   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Lester's  Perfected   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Tilden   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Trophy   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety  ,   2  00 

TURNIPS.    For  the  best  twelve  English  or  Flat   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  French  White   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Ruta  Baga  or  Swedes   2  00 
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A.  D.,  1874— March  19. 


SPECIAL  EXHIBITION    OF    CHINESE  AND  OTHER    PRIMROSES,  CYCLA- 
MENS, HYACINTHS,  AND  OTHER   SPRING-BLOOMING  PLANTS. 


PLANTS  IN  BLOOM.    Fr.r  the  best  general  display   $5  <  0 

For  the  2d  best  general  display   3  00 

PRIMROSES.    For  the  best  six  in  bloom   3(0 

For  the  2d  best   2  00 

For  the  best  single  plant   2  ( 0 

For  the  2d  best  single  plant   1  00 

CYCLAMENS.    For  the  best  six  in  bloom   3  00 

For  the  2d  best  six  in  bloom   2  00 

For  the  best  single  plant   2  00 

For  the  2d  best  single  plant   1  00 


Gratuities  will  be  awarded  to  other  Plants  that  may  be  adjudged 
worthy. 

special  premium.    (Offered  by  the  Secretary.) 

Foi  the  best  collection  of  Indian  Azaleas,  not  less  than  six  (6),  nor 
exceeding  twelve  (12),  specially  entered  for  this  prize,  a  Crystal  Vase, 
valued  at  $  10.00,  to  be  awarded  by  a  Committee  to  be  selected  by  the 
Secretary. 


TRANSACTIONS 


OF  THE 


Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1873; 


COMPRISING 


THE  REPORTS  OF  THE  COMMITTEES  AT  THE  ANNUAL  EXHIBI- 
TION;   AND  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SEC- 
RETARY AND  LIBRARIAN  FOR 
THE  YEAR  1873. 
WITH  THE  COMMEMORATION  OF  JOHN  MILTON  EARLE. 


REPORTS. 


REPORT  ON  APPLES. 

Committee.  —  William  T.  Harlow,  Chairman  ;  James  F.  Allen,  Sam- 
uel H.  Colton,  Samuel  A.  Knox,  J.  K.  L.  Pickford,  of  Worcester  ;  Cyrus 
White,  Henry  Marble,  of  Millbury;  and  Isaac  B.  Hartwell,  of  Oxford. 

The  apple  crop  last  year  (1872)  in  New  England  was  unusually  large — 
larger  than  any  previous  one  for  a  decade,  and  that  of  the  present  (1873) 
is  comparatively  small.  The  report  of  your  Committee  on  Apples  last 
year,  speculating  upon  the  probable  causes  of  the  large  crop  of  that  year, 
gave  a  prominent  place  to  the  fact  that  it  was  the  even  or  bearing  year  for 
grafted  apples  The  alternation  of  larger  crops  in  the  even,  with  smaller 
ones  in  the  odd  years  of  our  era,  universally  recognized  in  the  case  of  the 
Baldwin,  was  pointed  out  to  be  equally  true  of  all  varieties.  The  small 
crop  of  the  present  year  is  in  accordance  with  this  alternation,  and  was  to 
have  been  expected. 

Considering  the  smallness  of  the  crop,  our  exhibition  of  apples  this  year 
exceeded  expectations.  Though  inferior  to  the  great  exhibition  of  last 
year,  it  was  more  than  an  average  as  compared  with  exhibitions  of  the 
last  ten  years.  The  apparent  success  of  an  exhibition  depends  more  upon 
the  efforts  of  exhibitors  than  upon  the  crop.  Probably  there  has  never 
been  during  the  thirty-three  years  of  this  Society's  existence  so  small  a  crop 
of  apples  in  the  County  of  Worcester  but  that  persistent  effort  would  have 
found  sufficient  material  for  a  creditable  exhibition.  Not  that  there  was 
any  extraordinary  effort  made  this  year  to  render  the  exhibition  a  success. 
With  a  single  exception,  only  the  usual  premiums  for  apples  were  offered, 
and  these  were  advertised  only  in  the  usual  manner.  And  the  entries 
were  made  by  the  usual  exhibitors — mostly  members  of  the  Society  living 
in  the  City  of  Worcester. 
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There  were  entries  for  each  of  the  three  premiums  in  the  first  five 
classes,  except  for  the  2d  and  3d  in  the  2d  class,  and  in  most  cases  the 
number  of  varieties  entered  was  in  excess  of  the  number  called  for.  In 
Class  6,  where  two  premiums  were  offered  for  the  best  and  next  best  col- 
lections of  not  less  than  four  new  varieties,  not  previously  exhibited,  there 
were  no  entries,  and  none  were  to  have  been  expected.  These  preminms, 
(Class  0),  were  offered  for  the  first  time  this  year,  and  it  is  doubtful 
whether,  even  if  the  apple  crop  had  been  as  large  as  that  of  last  year,  any 
apple  grower  could  be  found  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Society  able 
to  exhibit  apples  that  would  satisfy  the  terms  of  the  class.  Of  twenty- 
four  premiums  of  $2.00  each,  offered  for  single  dishes  of  ten  specimens 
each,  eighteen  were  sharply  competed  for,  the  number  of  entries  being  in 
most  cases  so  great  and  so  excellent  as  to  render  the  award  a  matter  of 
difficulty.  The  six  $2.00  premiums  for  which  there  was  no  competition 
were  for  the  following  varieties:  Red  Astrachan,  Duchess  of  Oldenburg, 
Golden  Sweet,  Palmer,  Eoxbury  Russett,  and  Twenty  Ounce,  but  all 
these  varieties  were  on  exhibition  as  parts  of  collections. 
•  The  Committee  had  no  difficulty  in  awarding  the  last  premium  of  $2.00 
"for  the  best  ten  of  any  other  sort  "  to  a  plate  of  American  Beauties — 
facile  princeps — entered  by  Mr.  Sanders,  of  Worcester.  If  this  new  vari- 
ety shall  turn  out  eventually  as  well  as  its  present  promise,  it  will  be  a 
truly  valuable  addition  to  our  Apples. 

A  few  competitors  placed  their  apples  on  the  Society  tables  with  their 
skins  rubbed  till  they  shone,  imitating  the  practice  of  old  apple  women 
vending  fruit  on  street  corners.  It  cost  your  Committee  an  effort  to  be 
just  to  such  lack  of  good  taste. 

We  were  pleased  to  notice  in  one  department  several  plates  of  Crab 
Apples.  No  premiums  were  offered  for  this  kind  of  fruit,  but  deeming  it 
worthy  of  culture  and  encouragement,  we  awarded  to  Mr.  Morse  a  gratu- 
ity of  $1.00  for  his  plate  of  "  Transcendants."  And  we  recommend  here- 
after the  offer  of  a  special  premium  for  Crab  Apples. 

The  Committee  have  made  Awards  and  recommend  Gratuities,  as 
follows:  , 
CLASS  1.— 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  nor  more 
than  thirty-five  varieties,  ten  specimens  of  each  vari- 
ety, Joseph  Pratt  $15  00 

For  the  second  best,  A.  H.  Sears.   12  00 

For  the  third  best,  J.  L.  Ellsworth   9  00 
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CLASS  2.  — 

For  the  best  twenty  named  varieties,  of  ten  specimens  each, 

E.  M.  Banning   12  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   10  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  entry   8  00 

CLASS  3.  — 

For  the  best  twelve  named  varieties,  of  ten  specimens  each,  S. 

Putnam   10  00 

For  the  second  best,  O.  B.  Hadwen   8  00 

For  the  third  best,  S.  Sears   5  00 

CLASS  4.  — 

For  the  best  six  named  varieties,  of  ten  specimens  each,  Mrs. 

G.  A.  Chamberlain   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Joseph  Boyden   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  Eri  Sanders   2  00 

CLASS  5.— 

For  the  best  three  named  varieties,  of  ten  specimens  each,  E. 

S.  Dusenbury   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  E.  B.  Rice   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  D.  B.  Comins   2  00 

CLASS  6.  — 

For  the  best  collection,  of  not  less  than  four  new  varieties,  not 

previously  exhibited,  no  entry   5  00 

For  the  next  best,  no  entry   3  00 

SINGLE  DISHES.  — 

For  the  best  ten  Baldwin,  S.  Putnam   2  00 

For  best  ten  Astrachan  (Red),  no  entry   2  00 

For  best  ten  Cogswell,  A.  Moore   2  00 

For  best  ten  Duchess  of  Oldenburg,  no  entry   2  00 

For  best  ten  Golden  Sweet,  no  entry   2  00 

For  best  ten  Gravenstein,  A.  Lovell,  of  W.  Boylston   2  00 

For  best  ten  Holden  Pippin,  G.  W  Mallilieu   2  00 

For  best  ten  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  F.  McCracken,  of  Mill- 
bury   ! .  2  00 

Forbest  ten  Leicester  Sweet,  J.  K.  L.  Pickford   2  00 

For  best  ten  Maiden's  Blush,  Mrs  A.  M.  Newell   2  00 

For  best  ten  Mother,  A.  Moore   2  00 

For  best  ten  Northern  Spy,  S.  Putnam   2  00 

Forbest  ten  Palmer  (Washington  Royal),  no  entry   2  00 

For  best  ten  Peck's  Pleasant,  no  entry   2  00 

For  best  ten  Porter,  S.  S.  Foster   2  00 

For  best  ten  Rhode  Island  Greening,  D.  S.  Goddard   2  00 
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For  best  ten  Roxbury  Russett   2  00 

For  best  ten  Sheppard's  Sweet,  S.  S.  Foster   2  00 

For  best  ten  Tallman's  Sweet,  Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury   2  00 

For  best  ten  Sweet  Apples  of  any  variety,  Mrs.  A.  M.  New- 
ell, for  Spice  Sweeting   2  00 

For  best  ten  Williams'  Early  Red,  A.  Foster,  of  Holden   2  00 

For  best  ten  Twenty  Ounce,  no  entry   2  00 

For  best  ten  Washington  Strawberry,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Newell  ....  2  00 
For  best  ten  of  any  other  sort,  Eri  Sanders,  for  American 

Beauty   2  00 

GRATUITIES.  — 

To  S.  S.  Foster,  for  collection  of  thirty-four  varieties   3  00 

To  Isaac  Mills,  for  collection  of  twelve  varieties   3(0 

To  O.  Chaffin,  for  collection  of  twelve  varieties   2  <  0 

To  A.  Foster,  for  collection  of  six  varieties   2  00 

To  C.  White,  for  collection  of  six  varieties   2  00 

To  H.  Marble,  for  collection  of  six  varieties   2  00 

To  William  Howe,  for  single  dish  of  ten  Baldwins   1  00 

To  J.  A.  Farley,  for  single  dish  of  ten  Hubbardston  Nonesuch  1  00 

To  C.  Putnam,  for  single  dish  of  ten  Hubbardston  Nonesuch .  1  00 

To  S.  G.  Curtis,  for  single  dish  of  ten  Hubbardston  Nonesuch  1  00 

To  N.  R.  Hapgood,  for  single  dish  of  ten  Porters   1  00 

To  Mrs.  A.  M.  Newell,  for  single  dish  of  ten  N.  J.  Pippins. . .  2  00 

To  C.  Morse,  Jr.,  for  single  dish  of  ten  Transcendant Crabs.  . .  1  00 


The  bearing  year  for  grafted  apples  will  again  recur  next  year,  but 
former  experiences  warn  us  against  basing  great  expectations  solely  on 
this  fact.  Frosts,  insects,  drouths  or  other  negative  factors  may  again,  as 
they  often  have  heretofore,  either  alone  or  in  combination,  produce  a  nega- 
tive product. 

The  Report  of  your  Committee  on  Apples  last  year,  attempting  to  ac- 
count for  the  repeated  failure  of  the  apple  crop  in  previous  years,  assigned 
as  the  principal  cause  the  frequent  occurrence  of  alternate  periods  of  cold 
and  warmth  in  Spring,  whereby  the  bloom  of  the  trees  was  first  unduly 
forced  and  then,  though  often  most  abundant,  was  rendered  abortive  by 
late  frosts.  Discussing  this  topic,  among  other  things  the  Report  con- 
tained a  remark  about  the  freezing  of  trees  in  Winter.  Since  publication 
of  the  report  my  attention  has  been  called  to  several  articles  in  the  Gar- 
dener's Monthly,  a  Horticultural  Magazine  published  at  Philadelphia,  and 
more  particularly  to  an  editorial  notice  of  the  Transactions  of  this  Society 
for  1872,  in  the  number  for  June,  1873,  wherein  the  editor,  after  quoting 
the  remark  above  referred  to,  proceeds  to  criticise  the  same,  maintaining 
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that  the  sap  of  trees  does  not  freeze  in  Winter.  And  this  view  of  the 
Editor  appears  to  have  been  the  topic  of  frequent  discussion  with  his  own 
correspondents  and  other  horticultural  editors.  On  the  one  side  it  is  said 
that  the  sap  of  trees,  containing  as  it  does  a  large  percentage  of  water, 
might  be  expected  to  freeze  at  32°F.  And  that  it  does  in  fact  freeze,  ap- 
peal  is  made  to  experience.  When,  some  morning  in  January,  with  the 
thermometer  below  0°F.,you  pick  up  a  sap  wood  chip  as  it  flies  away  from 
the  woodman's  axe,  and  with  your  own  eyes  see  that  it  is  frozen  solid, 
why  should  you  doubt  their  evidence?  Of  course,  this  appeal  to  experi- 
ence is  legitimate,  and  the  Editor,  unable  to  explain  the  facts,  admits  that 
plants  "  may  appear  frozen,  as  a  drowned  man  sometimes  appears  dead; 
but  when  the  drowned  man  afterwards  recovers  we  are  bound  to  believe 
that  the  man  was  not  really  dead,  in  spite  of  all  appearances."  He  seems 
to  assume  that  freezing  must  be  fatal  to  all  kinds  of  life,  as  if  there  was  an  a 
priori  necessity  supporting  his  theory.  He  says:  "  if  we  saw  any  living 
thing  frozen  through  and  yet  live,  we  should  doubt  the  evidence  of  our 
own  eyes."  But  a  priori  assumption  on  a  question  of  natural  science  is 
entirely  out  of  place  in  this  age  of  experimental  philosophy,  and  begging 
the  question  is  out  of  place  in  any  age.  Nor  is  a  shallow  argument  from 
analogy  entitled  to  any  weight  upon  a  question  capable  of  submission  to 
crucial  test. 

Some  "  living  things"  cannot  endure  freezing. 

A  tree  is  a  "  living  thing." 

Therefore  a  tree  cannot  endure  freezing. 

— is  an  induction  of  the  illegitimate  order.  Neither  is  the  Editor's 
frequent  appeal  to  common  sense  admissable  upon  this  question.  Com- 
mon sense  is  a  very  shallow  philosopher,  and  knows  nothing  about  it. 
It  is  not  400  years  yet  since  common  sense  views  of  astronomy  and  geog- 
raphy were  thought  to  be  sufficient  refutation  of  scientific  demonstration. 
I  tell  thee,  O,  Copernicus,  cried  Common  Sense,  that  the  whole  universe 
revolves  around  the  earth  once  every  twenty-four  hours;  and  I  tell  thee, 
O,  Columbus,  it  is  impossible  for  men  to  hang  by  their  toes,  with  their 
heads  downwards  from  the  underside  of  the  earth,  like  flies  from  the 
ceiling.  The  Editor  of  the  Monthly  also  refers  to  certain  facts  which  have 
come  under  his  personal  observation:  "  Grape  vines  in  the  house,  with 
their  roots  out  in  solid  frost,  have  been  forced  to  put  out  foliage  and 
bloorn;  and  Hyacinth  bulbs,  buried  six  inches  deep  in  November,  push 
their  crowns  to  the  surface  at  the  first  Spring  thaw,  though  the  whole  mass 
was  frozen  solid  all  winter." 

This  is  argument  from  a  legitimate  source.  But  the  facts  stated,  so  far 
from  proving  that  freezing  is  fatal  to  all  plant  life,  would  rather  seem  to 
favor  the  belief  that  some  plants  or  parts  of  the  same  are  capable  of  ac- 
tual growth  while  other  parts  are  frozen. 
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Having  thus  outlined  the  argument,  pro  and  cow.,  permit  me  to  suggest 
a  reconciliation.  In  medio  tutissimus  ibis.  Though  the  weight  of  argu- 
ment and  evidence  as  exhibited  is  all  against  the  theory,  there  really  is 
some  substantial  truth  in  it  after  all.  Non  constat  that  a  theory  is  un- 
sound because  its  author's  presentation  of  it  begs  the  question  or  contains 
an  incomplete  induction. 

1.  There  are  two  classes  of  trees.  Of  course  no  one  would  maintain 
that  any  tropical  tree  or  plant  could  endure  freezing.  But  the  trees  and 
shrubs  of  our  latitude  are  all  exogens  or  outside  growers,  and  are  of  rad- 
ically different  structure  from  the  endogens  or  inside  growers  of  the  tro- 
pics. The  humble  representatives  of  the  latter  class  in  our  Northern 
climes  are  all  annual  plants,  which  perish  with  the  first  freezing  of  Au- 
tumn. Among  the  important  distinctions  between  these  two  great  classes, 
to  represent  which  we  may  take  our  Apple  tree  and  the  Palm  as  proper 
typical  forms,  there  is  this,  which,  though  well  known,  is  usually  little 
noticed  in  elementary  works:  That  while  the  inside-growing  palm  wholly 
consists  of  living  vegetable  matter,  the  only  living  parts  of  the  outside- 
growing  apple  tree  are  the  extremities,  (that  is,  the  buds  and  foliage  and 
the  tips  of  the  roots  and  rootlets,)  and  the  newest  strata  of  wood  and  bark 
and  especially  the  interposed  cambium  layer,  which,  annually  renewed, 
maintains  a  living  communication  between  the  extremities.  The  apple 
tree,  like  all  other  plants  of  this  highest  form  of  vegetable  life,  is  a  com- 
posite being  or  community — not  an  individual  in  the  same  sense  that  a 
man,  horse  or  bird  is  an  individual,  but  an  aggregation  of  many  units. 
The  true  unit  or  individual  is  the  bud.  The  exogenous  tree  resembles  a 
coral  reef  or  community  of  compound  animals  of  the  lowest  class .  where 
the  structure  is  built  up  by  successive  generations  of  a  vast  number  of  in- 
dividuals. Only  the  extremities  and  surface  are  alive,  and  all  underneath 
are  the  lifeless  remains  of  preceding  generations.  In  the  tree,  as  in  the 
coral  reef  or  polypidom,  there  is  no  portion  now  alive  that  was  alive  a 
few  years  ago.  Life  proceeds  constantly  outward  from  older  to  newer 
parts,  and  death  follows  pari  passu.  The  foliage  perishes  annually,  the 
internodes  or  joints  that  bore  them,  enclosed  under  the  wood  of  succeed- 
ing generations,  are  transferred  into  lifeless  heart- wood,  and  the  bark  that 
once  covered  them  falls  off.  The  lowest  grade  of  animals,  the  radiata  of 
which  the  star  fish  is  the  type,  and  to  which  the  polyps  or  coral  animals 
belong,  truly  embraces  the  whole  vegetable  kingdom.  All  plants  have 
organs  arranged  in  a  radiate  manner  around  a  central  axis." 

Thus  we  see  that  only  a  small  portion  of  the  exogens  or  outside-grow. 
ing  tree  is  really  alive,  and  that  life  only  inheres  in  its  outside  growth. 
The  distinction  between  the  duramen  or  heart-wood  and  the  albumen  or 
sap-wood  is  as  well  known  to  common  observers  as  it  is  to  botanists.  The 
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former  is  entirely  without  life,  and  the  latter,  though  serving  mechanic- 
ally as  a  medium  for  the  ascent  of  the  sap,  has  only  a  low  and  constantly 
diminishing  vitality.  Freezing  it  does  not  destroy  its  cells  or  do  any 
harm  to  the  life  of  the  tree. 

2.  And  there  are  two  kinds  of  sap — crude  sap  and  elaborated  sap. 
Crude  sap,  as  first  imbibed  by  the  rootlets,  is  water,  impregnated  with 
certain  gases  and  soluble  matters  from  the  earth.  It  rises  through  the 
cells  of  the  sap-wood  to  the  leaves,  where,  under  the  influence  of  light 
and  exposure  to  the  oxygen  of  the  air,  it  is  transformed  into  elaborated 
sap.  In  this  process  water  is  exhaled  by  the  leaves  in  great  quantities — 
estimated  in  case  of  a  seedling  apple  tree  at  about  one  ounce  to  a  square 
foot  of  foliage  a  day  The  elaborated  sap  descends  in  the  bark  and  forms 
the  cambium  layer  or  zone  of  growth  between  the  bark  and  wood. 
During  the  Summer  the  watery  portion  of  the  sap  is  exhaled;  the  elab- 
orated portion  is  consumed  in  the  formation  of  the  new  zone,  ring  or 
strata,  almost  as  fast  as  it  is  imbibed  by  the  roots,  and  no  accumulation 
takes  place;  but  in  Autumn,  as  the  leaves  gradually  cease  to  discharge 
their  function  and  finally  perish  entirely,  the  trunk  becomes  gorged  with 
sap  imperfectly  elaborated.  The  more  perfectly  elaborated  portion  of  it 
is  in  the  cells  of  the  bark  and  of  the  newly-formed  outside  strata.  The 
less  perfectly  elaborated  and  watery  portion  is  in  the  cells  of  inside  strata 
of  the  sap-wood.  The  latter  freezes,  that  is,  crystallizes  or  forms  ice, 
every  Winter  in  this  latitude,  without  injury  to  the  cells  of  the  wood  or 
the  life  of  the  tree.  The  former,  which  is  viscid  even  in  Summer,  becomes 
more  and  more  so  under  low  temperature,  but  does  not  crystallize.  In  fact, 
its  soluble  matters  are  deposited  in  the  cells  and  it  appears  to  be  com- 
pletely dried  up.  That,  however,  the  sap  is  really  there,  is  readily  proved 
by  exposing  a  branch  or  twig  entirely  of  the  last  year's  growth  to  artificial 
heat. 

In  the  light  of  these  truths,  the  phenomena  stated  by  the  Editor  of  the 
Monthly  in  regard  to  Grape  Vines  and  Hyacinths,  before  referred  to,  are 
of  easy  explanation.  The  sap,  with  which  the  grape  vine  is  gorged  in 
Autumn,  is  a  reserve  force  stored  away  for  first  use  in  Spring.  The  first 
application  of  sufficient  heat  in  Spring,  whether  solar  or  artificial,  dis- 
solves the  sap  and  sends  the  same  into  circulation.  If  you  severely  trim 
the  vine  in  Autumn  or  Spring,  it  will  "bleed  to  death;"  that  is,  its  re- 
serve force  will  be  wasted  before  new  sap  can  be  imbibed  by  the  roots. 
The  Editor  is  greatly  mistaken  if  he  supposes  that  the  bloom  and  foliage 
of  the  vine  in  the  case  which  he  refers  to,  with  its  roots  out  in  solid  frost 
and  its  branches  in  the  heated  conservatory,  come  from  sap  immediately 
supplied  by  the  roots.  The  sap  of  the  Sugar  Maple,  which  flows  so  abund- 
antly in  thislatitude  about  the  first  of  March,  is  the  reserve  of  the  previous 
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season,  stored  in  the  sap-wood  and  bark,  and  does  not  come  immediately 
from  the  roots.  They  are  usually  with  the  ground  around  them  at  this  sea- 
son frozen,  and  I  have  often  seen  the  sap  of  the  maple  flow  profusely  on  a 
warm  day  in  mid-winter  when  the  ground  was  frozen  hard  and  the, snow 
lay  deep  under  the  tree. 

The  Hyacinth  bulbs  likewise  contain  a  reserve  of  soluble  sap,  deposited 
the  preceding  season,  but  ready  to  dissolve  the  instant  the  frost  leaves  the 
ground.  Just  as  soon  in  Spring  as  the  temperature  of  the  bulb  rises  even 
the  least  fraction  of  a  degree  above  32°F.  it  begins  to  grow,  and  at  the 
first  thaw  has  its  crown  at  the  surface. 

WM.  T.  HAELOW,  Chairman. 


BEPORT  ON  GRAPES,  PEACHES,  &c. 

Committee. — William  H.  Earle,  Chairman;  Thomas  M.  Lamb,  W. 
W.  Cooke,  Horatio  Phelps,  of  Worcester  ;  Paul  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville  ; 
F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton  ;  and  Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston. 

GRAPES. 

For  the  best  collection,  of  not  exceeding  eight  named  varieties, 
grown  under  glass,  two  clusters  of  each  variety,  W.  T. 

Merrifield  !  $12  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   10  00 

For  the  third  best,  P.  L.  Moen   6  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  Black  Hamburg,  W  T.  Merrifield .  2  00 

For  the  second  best,  P.  L.  Moen   1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  other  Black  Grape,  P.  L.  Moen  2  00 

For  the  second  best,  P.  L.  Moen   1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  White  Muscat,  P.  L.  Moen. .  2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  other  variety  of  White,  P.  L. 

Moen   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  P.  L.  Moen   100 

For  the  best  collection  of  well-ripened  out-door  grapes,  not  less 
than  six  nor  exceeding  fifteen  named  varieties,  of  four 

clusters  each,  J.  C.  Lovell   8  00 

For  the  second  best,  F.  J.  Kinney  .   5  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  entry   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Concord,  Horatio  Phelps   3  00 
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For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Croton,  J.  C.  Lovell,  of  West 

Boylston   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Delaware,  D.  S.  Goddard   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Diana,  John  C.  Whitin,  of 

Whitinsville   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Eumelan,  Frank  J.  Kinney   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Hartford  Prolific,  no  entry   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Iona,  John  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitins- 
ville  3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  lsraella,  F.  J.  Kinney   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Martha,  J.  C.  Lovell,  of  West 

Boylston   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Kogers  No.  3,  (Massasoit),  J.  C. 

Lovell,  of  West  Boylston   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Kogers  No..  4,  (Wilder),  J.  C. 

Lovell,  of  West  Boylston   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  7,  no  entry   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  9,  (Lindley),  J.  C. 

Lovell,  of  West  Boylston   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  15,  (Agawam),  J.  C. 

Lovell,  of  West  Boylston   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  19,  (Merrimac),  J.  C. 

Lovell,  of  West  Boylston   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  43,  (Barry),  J.  C. 

Lovell,  of  West  Boylston  .*   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Salem,  J.  C.  Lovell,  of  West 

Boylston.   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Senasqua,  no  entry   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Walter,  no  award   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Worden's  Seedling,  J.  C.  Lovell, 

of  West  Boylston   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  any  other  variety  of  superior  qual- 
ity, no  award   3  00 


The  Committee  carefully  examined  "  Kinney's  Emma  "  Grape,  and  see 
no  reason  for  changing  the  Report  of  the  Committee  made  one  year  ago. 

To  Charles  Nash,  a  gratuity  of  $2.00  for  the  best  "  Delaware."  Mr. 
Nash  would  have  been  entitled  to  the  first  premium  if  he  had  limited  his 
collection  to  four  clusters. 

For  one  fruit  dish  of  choice  Eumelan  Grapes,  presented  by  Frank  J. 
Kinney,  a  gratuity  of  $3.00. 

To  Horatio  Phelps,  for  a  Black  Grape  of  fine  appearance — not  of  high 
quality,  may  be  a  good  market  grape — a  gratuity  of  $2.00. 
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PLUMS. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  named  varieties,  no 

entry   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   3  00 

For  the  best  three  varieties,  no  entry   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   2  00 

For  the  best  single  plate,  no  entry   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   1  00 

To  Moses  Church,  for  three  varieties,  a  gratuity  of  $2.00. 

PEACHES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  six  varieties,  not  less  than  ten  speci- 
mens each,  T.  F.  Greenleaf,  of  Shrewsbury   8  00 

For  the  second  best,  Henry  Marble,  of  Millbury   5  00 

For  the  best  three  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  J.  B. 

Pratt   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  Wm.  Howe,  of  Millbury   3  00 

For  the  best  one  variety  of  twelve  specimens,  S.  V.  Stone  ....  3  00 

For  the  second  best,  F.  Hancock   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  S.  S.  Foster  •   1  00 


To  J.  C.  Lovell,  of  TV.  Boylston,  for  five  Seedlings,  a  gratuity  of  $2.00. 
To  C.  L.  Allen,  for  six  Seedlings,  a  gratuity  of  $2.00. 
To  S.  S.  Foster,  for  Seedling,  a  gratuity  of  $1.00. 


QUINCES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  three  varieties,  no  entry  5  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Orange  Quinces,  Newell  Wood,  of  Mill- 
bury  3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Adams  Foster,  of  Holden   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety,  no  entry   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   1  00 


A  gratuity  of  $2.00  to  Miss  A.  Chamberlin,  for  two  plates  of  White  and 
Red  Currants. 

WM.  H.  EARLE,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  ON  PEARS. 

Committee.  —  Henry  L.  Parker,  Chairman;  Henry  Phelps,  John  C. 
Newton,  James  Drnper,  O.  B.  Hadwen,  S.  Harrison  Knox,  Alfred  Davis, 
of  Worcester ;  Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury ;  and  John  F.  Johnson,  of 
Nortliborougli. 

The  Committee  on  Pears  respectfully  submit  the  following  Report: 
The  entries  at  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  at  the  Annual 
Exhibition,  were  considerably  in  excess  of  any  previous  year.  The  past 
season  has  been  in  many  respects  a  remarkable  one.  Not  only  was  there 
an  abundant  fruitage,  but  nearly  every  variety  possessed  both  color  and 
flavor  to  an  unusual  degree.  Pears,  also,  like  the  St.  Michel,  Dix,  and 
Flemish  Beauty,  which,  in  former  years,  have  shown  a  tendency  to  crack, 
and  which,  from  this  fact  as  well  as  from  their  uncertain  fruitage,  were 
beginning  to  be  regarded  with  disfavor,  seemed  restored  to  their  former 
high  estate. 

NEW  PEARS. 

If  the  theory,  advocated  by  many  eminent  horticulturists,  be  true,  that 
all  varieties  of  fruits  are  best  adapted  to,  and  will  flourish  best  in,  those 
localities  where  they  originate,  then  it  would  seem  to  follow  that  we  must 
be  dependent  in  a  great  measure  upon  our  native  varieties  for  our  finest 
Pears.  And  the  Committee  would  suggest  it  as  a  question  for  considera- 
tion, whether  some  encouragement  should  not  be  offered  by  the  Society 
for  the  production  of  new  Pears,  either  from  seedlings  or  by  the  more  re- 
cent method  of  hybridization.  A  reference  to  the  Society's  list  of  Pears 
will  satisfy  any  one  of  the  prominent  position  our  native  varieties  are  be- 
ginning to  occupy.  If  all  the  effort  made  for  the  introduction  of  new 
seedlings  had  resulted  only  in  the  production  of  the  Clapp's  Favorite,  the 
time  and  money  expended  would  have  been  a  good  investment;  but  this 
is  but  one  out  of  many,  and,  since  the  introduction  of  this  valuable  vari- 
ety, the  Messrs.  Clapp  have  produced  some  seventy  or  more  new  seed- 
lings, out  of  which  we  shall  get  more  than  one  superior  Pear.  One  of 
these  new  seedlings  in  particular,  No.  22,  has  already  excited  much  at- 
tention. It  is  said  to  be  an  acidulous  sprightly  Pear,  combining  the  qual- 
ities of  the  Beurre  Superfin  and  the  Urbaniste,  equal  or  superior  to  the 
Durandeau  in  quality,  and  the  tree  a  good  grower.  The  Committee,  on 
Fruits  of  the  Massachusetts  Society,  in  their  Report  for  1872,  speak  of  it 
as  "  the  juiciest  pear  they  had  ever  cut." 

A  number  of  other  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Massachusetts  Soci- 
ety, imitating  the  example  of  the  Messrs.  Clapp,  have  been  also  experi- 
menting with  seedling  Pears,  and  some  of  them  with  good  success. 
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Mr.  Alex.  Dickinson  has  experimented  with  the  Bartlett.    Mr.  Francis^ 
Dana  has  produced  a  seedling  resembling  the  Winter  Nelis,  but  larger 
and  more  oblong.    And  at  the  meeting  of  the  Pomological  Society  at  Bos- 
ton this  month,  there  was  on  exhibition  a  large  number  of  seedlings  from 
the  Seckel. 

But  aside  from  the  production  of  new  and  superior  varieties,  the  new 
ideas  to  be  gained  by  these  experiments,  of  the  habits  of  the  Pear  and  the 
cultivation  of  a  more  critical  taste,  would  make  them  well  worth  the  trial. 

Of  the  hundred  or  more  of  new  seedlings  on  exhibition  at  the  session 
of  the  Pomological  Society  already  alluded  to,  probably  at  least  one-third, 
if  judged  by  the  standard  of  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  would  have 
been  deemed  superior  Pears,  and  perhaps  recommended  as  new  varieties; 
while,  tested  by  the  more  cultivated  and  discriminating  taste  of  to-day, 
not  more  than  three  or  four  would  be  selected  as  worthy  of  attention. 

Now,  can  this  Society  subserve  the  ends  of  its  organization  in  any  better 
manner  than  by  affording  some  encouragement  for  experiments  in  this 
direction?  If  no  other  practical  result  be  attained,  the  experimenter  will 
have  gained  a  fund  of  invaluable  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  impregnation, 
hereditary  transmission,  and  the  other  habits  of  the  Pear,  which  he  would 
never  gain  in  a  lifetime  spent  in  feeding  and  thinning  for  the  largest 
plate  of  Bartletts,  or  the  best  collection  in  a  certain  class. 

The  Committee  have  made  the  following  Awards  of  Premiums  and 
recommend  the  subjoined  Gratuities: 
CLASS  1.— 

For  the  best  twenty  named  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each, 


F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton  $16  00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  S.  Foster   12  00 

For  the  third  best,  V.  P.  Townsend   10  00 

CLASS  2.  — 

For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties,  of  twelve  specimens  each, 

Alfred  Davis   12  00 

For  the  second  best,  James  Draper   9  00 

For  the  third  best,  James  F.  Allen   6  00 

CLASS  3.  — 

For  the  best  ten  named  varieties,  of  twelve  specimens  each, 

Stephen  Salisbury  t  8  00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  H.  Colton   6  00 

For  the  third  best,  D.  Kinsley   4  00 

CLASS  4.  — 

For  the  best  five  named  varieties,  of  twelve  specimens  each, 

Edward  W.  Lincoln   6  00 
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For  the  second  best,  Henry  Chapin   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  Moses  Church   2  00 

CLASS  5.  — 

For  the  best  three  named  varieties,  of  twelve  specimens  each, 

Albert  A.  Barker   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  W.  Frank  Bush   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award   2  00 

CLASS  6.— 

For  the  best  collection,  of  not  less  than  three  new  varieties  not 

previously  exhibited,  no  entry   5  00 

For  the  next  best,  no  entry   3  00 

SINGLE  DISHES.  — 

For  the  best  twenty-four  Seckel  Pears  on  one  dish,  John  C. 

Whitin,  of  Whitinsville,  weight  3  lbs.  11^  oz   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  Alfred  Davis,  weight  o  lbs.  7  oz   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Bartlett,  Melville  O.  Whittier,  weight  6 

lbs.  2^  oz   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Belle  Lucrative,  Edward  W.  Lincoln, 

weight  4  lbs.  14£  oz   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Bosc,  Edward  W.  Lincoln,  weight 

4  lbs.  15  oz   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury,  weight  4  lbs.  1 1£  oz  1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Clairgeau,  Wm.  H.  Earle   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  d'  Anjou,  Alfred  Davis,  weight  6£ 

lbs. .   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Samuel  H.  Colton   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  d'  Arenberg,  Wm.  H.  Earle   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Diel,  James  F  Allen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Easter,  no  entry   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Hardy,  S.  H.  Colton   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Langelier,  no  entry   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Superfin,  Moses  Church   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Charles  Kichardson.   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Clapp's  Favorite,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Dana's  Hovey,  S.  H.  Colton   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Dix,  Wm.  'H.  Earle   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Doyenne  Boussock,  O.  B.  Hadwen,  weight 

5  lbs.  8^  oz   2  CO 

For  the  best  twelve  Doyenne  du  Cornice,  S.  H.  Colton   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Edward  W.  Lincoln   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Duchesse  d'  Angoulenie,  Alfred  Davis, 

weight  7  lbs.  13£  oz  *   3  00 
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For  the  second  best,  S.  P.  Hickey.   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Dumas,  no  entry   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Durandeau,  James  F.  Allen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Flemish  Beauty,  W.  Arthur  Williams, 

weight  6  lbs.  10  oz   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Goodale,  J.  C.  Goodale   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Glout  Morceau,  O.  B.  Hadwen   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Moses  Church   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Howell,  Moses  Church   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Josephine  de  Malines,  J.  E.  Bridges, 

weight  2  lbs.  11  oz   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Lawrence,  Alfred  Davis   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Wm,  H.  Earle   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Alfred  Davis.  .  .  3  00 

For  the  second  best,  James  Draper   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Marie  Louise,  Wm.  H.  Earle   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Mt.  Vernon,  J.  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Paradis  d'  Automne,  Wm.  H.  Earle   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Passe  Colmar,  James  Draper   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Sheldon,  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Chamberlain   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  St.  Ghislain,  S.  C.  Andrews  %.  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  St.  Michel  Archange,  S.  H.  Colton   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Onandaga  (Swan's  Orange),  Wm.  H.  Earle  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Urbaniste,  S.  H.  Colton   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Winter  Nelis,  Hartley  Williams,  weight 

3  lbs.  10  oz   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  J.  E.  Tucker   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Winter  Pound,  S.  H.  Colton,  weight  6  lbs. 

12  oz   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety,  no  award   2  00 

GRATUITIES.  — 

To  William  H.  Earle,  for  collection  of  twenty  varieties   o  00 

To  Hartley  Williams,  for  collection  of  twenty  varieties   5  00 

To  S.  V.  Stone,  for  collection   2  00 

To  W.  G.  Maynard,  for  collection   2  00 

To  N.  P.  Gates,  for  plate  of  Flemish  Beauty,  weight  6  lbs.  9  oz  1  00 

To  Alfred  Davis,  for  plate  of  Sheldon   1  00 

To  S.  V.  Stone,  for  plate  of  St.  Ghislain   1  00 

To  Joseph  Dusenbury,  for  plate  of  Onondaga   1  00 

H.  L.  PARKER,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  ON  PLANTS,  FLOWERS,  &c. 

Committee.— Samuel  Flagg,  Chairman;  George  Cruickshanks,  of 
Whitinsville  ;  Charles  Madaus,  Clarendon  Harris,  David  S.  Messinger, 
Henry  Woodward  and  Henry  L.  Shumway,  of  Worcester. 

[Rule  :  All  Pot-Plants  shall  have  been  grown  in  the  Pots  in  which 
they  are  exhibited.] 

STOVE  AND  GREENHOUSE  PLANTS. 

PLANTS  WITH  ORNAMENTAL  FOLIAGE.  — 

For  the  best  twelve,  Stephen  Salisbury  $20  00 

For  the  second  best,  William  T.  Merrifield   12  00 

For  the  best  six,  William  T.  Merrifield   10  00 

For  the  second  best.  Stephen  Salisbury   6  00 

For  the  best  single,  W.  W.  Cook   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   1  00 

PLANTS  IN  BLOOM.  — 

For  the  best  six,  no  award   15  00 

For  the  second  best,  W.  W.  Cook   10  00 

.  For  the  third  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   5  00 

For  the  best  single,  Stephen  Salisbury   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  W.  W.  Cook   1  00 

RARE  AND  NEW  PLANTS.  — 

For  the  best  collection,  Stephen  Salisbury   8  00 

For  the  second  best,  W.  W.  Cook   4  00 

FERNS  AND  LYCOPODS.  -- 

For  the  best  collection,  Stephen  Salisbury   10  00 

For  the  second  best,  William  T.  Merrifield   5  00 

HANGING  BASKET.  — 

For  the  best,  grown  at  least  one  month  in  the  basket,  Stephen 

Salisbury   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Dr.  George  E.  Francis   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  P.  McDonald   1  00 

PARLOR  PLANTS  IN  POTS.    From  Amateurs. 

For  the  best  collection,  not  exceeding  twelve  varieties,  Mrs. 

David  Scott   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  Mowry,  of  Shrewsbury   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  Miss  Susan  Chamberlain   2  00 
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SINGLE  PLANT.  — 

For  the  best,  no  award   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  Alexander  Marsh   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award   1  00 

FERNERY  OR  WARDIAN  CASE.    From  any  source. 

For  the  best,  Mrs.  David  Scott   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Chas.  D.  Thayer   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 


CUT  FLOWERS.    [Variety  and  arrangement  will  be  considered 
as  well  as  rarity  and  quantity  ] 
For  the  best  collection  and  best  kept  during  the  exhibition,  of 
not  less  than  two  nor  exceeding  five  stands,  Mrs.  Dan- 


iel Tainter   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  Mrs.  C.  Thomas   2  00 

For  the  best  stand,  Mrs.  David  Scott   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Brooks   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  Mrs.  David  Fitts,  of  Oxford   1  00 

For  the  best  arranged  basket  or  dish,  Chas.  D.  Thayer   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter   2  00 

PARLOR  BOUQUETS. — 

For  the  best  pair,  W.  W.  Cook   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  Charles  D.  Thayer   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Brooks   1  00 

HAND  BOUQUETS.  — 

For  the  best  pair,  Chas.  D.  Thayer   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  W.  W.  Cook   2  00 

FLORAL  DESIGN.  - 

For  the  best,  W.  W.  Cook. . .'   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  C.  L.  Hartshorn   4  00 

ASTERS  — 

For  the  best  display,  Mrs.  Geo.  Estabrook   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  Miss  Weston   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  fourth  best,  Stephen  Salisbury    1  00 

CARNATIONS  AND  PICOTEES.— 

For  the  best  display  of  named  varieties,  no  award   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Chas.  D.  Thayer   2  00 

CHINA  PINKS.— 

For  the  best  display,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 
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DAHLIAS.  —  Class  1.  — 

For  the  best  twelve  named  varieties,  Harry  Ballard   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Chas.  D.  Thayer   1  00 

Class  2. — 

For  the  best  twelve  liliputian  varieties,  no  award   3  00 

GLADIOLUS.  — 

For  the  best  collection,  named  or  unnamed  varieties,  from  any 

source,  A.  McLaren,  of  Forest  Hills   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  Miss  Abbie  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston    3  00 
Class  1.  — 

For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties,  Mrs.  M.  B.  Green    5  00 

For  the  second  best,  A.  McLaren,  of  Forest  Hills   3  00 

Class  2.  — 

For  the  best  ten  named  varieties,  J.  Milton  Earle   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   1  00 

For  the  best  specimen  spike,  Miss  Abbie  Lovell,  of  West  Boyl- 
ston   1  00 

For  the  best  Seedling,  J.  Milton  Earle   1  00 

HOLLYHOCKS:  — 

For  the  best  collection,  A.  McLaren,  of  Forest  Hills   3  00 

For  the  second  best  collection,  no  award   2  00 

IMMORTELLES.  — 

For  the  best  collection  of  named  varieties,  J.  C.  Whitin,  of 

Whitinsville   3  00 

For  the  second  best  ,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

ORNAMENTAL  GRASSES.— 

For  the  best  display,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Fisher   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   2  00 

PANSIES.  — 

For  the  best  display,  Mrs.  Geo.  Estabrook   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Harry  Ballard   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  T.  A.  Dawson   1  00 

PETUNIAS  — 

For  the  best  display,  Mrs.  Shan0,  of  Leicester   2  00 

ROSES.  — Class  1.— 

For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties,  Miss  M.  E.  Fox   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   2  00 

Class  2.  — 

For  the  best  ten  named  varieties,  Chas.  D.  Thayer   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Stephen  Salisbury   1  00 
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SCABIOSA  > 
NANA.  ; 

For  the  best  display,  not  less  than  three  colors,  J.  C.  Whitin, 

of  Whitiusville   2  00 

For  the  best  display,  J.  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville   2  00 

SWEET  PEAS.  — 

For  the  best  display,  Mrs.  Shaff ,  of  Leicester   2  00 

VERBENAS.  — 

For  the  best  display,  C.  A.  Keyes   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Harry  Ballard   2  00 

For  the  best  display  of  seedlings,  J.  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitins- 
ville  2  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Brooks   1  00 

ZINNIAS.— 

For  the  best  display,  J.  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 


special  premium. — {Offered  by  the  President) 
For  the  best  two  plants  of  Zonale  Geraniums,  single  or  double,  of  any 
color,  in  bloom, — to  be  awarded  by  George  Cruickshanks, — a  Cup,  valued 
at  $10.00.    None  deemed  deserving  the  award;  open  for  the  next  Annual 


Exhibition. 

GRATUITIES.  — 

To  W.  W.  Cook,  for  Hanging  Basket   1  00 

.  To  Mrs.  Daniel  Tainter,  for  Fernery   1  00 

To  Mr.  J.  Colson,  for  Hand  Bouquets   1  00 

To  Stephen  Salisbury,  for  Hand  and  Mantle  Bouquets   1  00 

To  Mrs.  E.  Thomas,  for  Bouquets  and  Dish   1  00 

To  Chas.  E.  Tainter,  for  Floral  Stands   2  00 

To  Mrs.  S.  E.  Fisher,  for  Collection  of  Dishes   2  00 

To  Chas.  D.  Thayer,  for  Funeral  Wreath   3  00 

To  Mrs.  Mowry,  of  Shrewsbury,  for  Floral  Designs   2  00 

To  Mrs.  J.  S.  Baldwin,  for  Basket   2  00 

To  Miss  Lizzie  White,  for  Dish  of  Flowers.   1  00 

To  Mrs.  H.  C.  Sargent,  for  Collection   1  00 

To  Mrs.  William  Y.  Holman,  for  Seedling  Petunias   1  00 


To  Mrs.  Geo.  E.  Francis,  for  Stand  of  Wild  Flowers  and  Berries    2  00 

To  Mrs.  Shaff,  of  Leicester,  for  Bouquet  of  Wild  Flowers          1  00 

To  H.  R.  and  L.  F.  Kinney,  for  Collection  of  Wild  Flowers  . .    1  00 
Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  FLAGG,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES. 

Committee.— George  A.  Adams,  Chairman;  Thomas  R.  Norcross, 
J.  D.  Lovell,  O.  L.  Hatch,  Rufus  Carter,  Daniel  Bemis,  Charles  Belcher, 
Alexander  Marsh,  and  William  H.  Hackett,  of  Worcester. 

Your  Committee  on  Vegetables  met,  and,  in  the  absence  of  George  A. 
Adams,  deceased,  organized  by  choosing  Alexander  Marsh,  Chairman, 
and  William  H.  Hackett,  Clerk. 

On  account  of  the  severe  drought  the  first  of  the  season,  many  Vegeta- 
bles suffered,  and  there  were  not  as  many  kinds  as  were  anticipated,  al- 
though there  were  several  fine  selections;  also  quite  a  good  lot  of  single 
specimens.  The  arrangement  of  Vegetables  was  much  better  than  here- 
tofore, but  considerable  improvement  can  yet  be  made,  in  classifying  and 
bringing  those  that  compete  for  premiums  nearer  together,  thereby  saving 
the  time  of  the  Committee,  etc. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Committee  present:  Alexander  Marsh, 
Chairman;  Thomas  R.  Norcross,  J.  D.  Lovell,  O.  L.  Hatch,  Charles 
Belcher,  and  William  H.  Hackett, 

The  following  Premiums  were  awarded: 

COLLECTION.  — 

For  the  best  general  collection  of  Vegetables,  Alden  H.  Sears. $20  00 


For  the  second  best,  Sylvanus  Sears   15  00 

For  the  third  best,  Thomas  A.  Dawson   10  00 

BEETS.  — 

For  the  best  twelve  Long  Blood,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Early  Bassano,  no  entry   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Egyptian,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Sugar,  Mrs.  G.  A.  Chamberlain   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Turnip,  Stephen  Salisbury   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Mangold  Wurtzel,  O.  B.  Hadwen   2  00 

CABBAGES.— 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  five  varieties,  Sylvanus 

Sears   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  Simon  E.  Fisher   3  00 

For  the  best  three  Large  Flat  Brunswick,  Sylvanus  Sears  ....  3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  Sylvanus  Sears   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Drumhead,  no  entry   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen  Drumhead,  weight  not  less  than 

30  lbs.,  no  entry   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Drumhead  Savoy,  no  entry   3  00 


1873.]                            REPORT  ON  VEGETABLES.  51 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  no  entry   2  00 

For  the  best  three  early  Sweinfurth,  Sylvanus  Sears   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  Sylvanus  Sears   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Red,  Simon  E.  Fisher   2  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  Simon  E.  Fisher   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Savoy,  no  entry   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  no  entry   2  00 

CARROTS.  — 

For  the  best  twelve  Early  Horn  or  Short  Scarlet,  P.  L.  Moen.  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Long  Orange,  Thomas  A,  Dawson   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Red,  no  entry   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  White,  no  entry   2  00 

CAULIFLOWERS.  — 

For  the  best  three  specimens,  Cyrus  A.  Lovell,  of  West  Boyl- 

ston   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  Cyrus  A.  Lovell,  of  West  Boyl- 

ston  •   1  00 

CELERY.  — 

For  the  best  six  roots,  John  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   2  00 

CORN.— 

For  the  best  collection  of  Sweet,  not  less  than  five  varieties, 

Sylvanus  Sears   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  O.  B.  Hadwen   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  ears  of  Sweet,  Frank  J.  Kinney   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  Alden  H.  Sears   1  00 

For  the  best  Yellow  or  Field,  of  twenty  ears  traced,  no  entry.  2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   1  00 

CRANBERRIES.  — 

For  the  best  peck,  no  entry   1  00 

EGG  PLANT.  — 

For  the  best  four  specimens,  Stephen  Salisbury   1  00 

HORSE  RADISH.— 

For  the  best  six  roots,  no  entry   1  00 

MELONS.  — 

For  the  best  two  Water,  Joseph  Pratt   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  Thomas  A.  Dawson   1  00 

For  the  best  Green  Flesh,  three  specimens,  P.  L.  Moen   1  00 

For  the  best  Yellow  Flesh,  three  specimens.  Stephen  Salisbury  1  00 
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ONIONS.  — 

For  the  best  four  varieties,  a  half  peck  of  each,  Thomas  A. 

Dawson   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Frank  J.  Kinney   2  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  Eed,  Thomas  A.  Dawson   1  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  Silver  Skin,  Cyrus  A.  Lovell,  of  West 

Boylston   1  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  White  Portugal,  Frank  J.  Kinney. .  2  00 
PARSNEPS.  — 

For  the  best  twelve  Guernsey,  Sylvanus  Sears   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Hollow  Crown,  Stephen  Salisbury   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Student,  no  entry  •.    2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Short,  no  entry   2  00 

POTATOES.  — 

For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties,  a  half  peck  of  each,  Frank 

J.  Kinney   12  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   8  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  entry   4  00 

To  O.  L.  Hatch,  a  gratuity  of  $2.00  for  Tuttle's  Excelsior. 
To  Mrs.  G.  A.  Chamberlain,  a  gratuity  of  $1.00  for  Late  Rose. 

PUMPKINS.  — 

For  the  best  three,  weight  not  less  than  20  lbs.  each,  Stephen 

Salisbury   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   1  00 

PEPPERS.  — 

For  the  best  half  peck,  J.  C.  Whitin,  of  Whitinsville . .  '    1  00 

SALSIFY.  — 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens,  Stephen  Salisbury   1  00 

SQUASHES.  — 

For  the  best  three  pure  Crookneck,  Simon  E.  Fisher   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Canada  Crookneck,  M.  B.  Green   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Hubbard,  Velette  P.  Townsend   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Mammoth,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Marblehead,  Velette  P.  Townsend  ...  2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Marrow,  N.  P.  Gates   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Turban,  Joseph  Pratt   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Yokohama,  no  entry   2  00 
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TOMATOES.  — 

For  the  best  collection,  not  less  than  six  varieties  and  not  less 

than  twelve  of  each  variety,  Sylvanus  Sears   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  entry   2  00 

For  the  best  Boston  Market,  Velette  P.  Townsend   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Lester's  Perfected,  H.  L.  Parker   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Tilden,  Stephen  Salisbury   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Trophy,  Thomas  A.  Dawson   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety,  A.  S.  Gilmore   2  00 

TURNIPS.  — 

For  the  best  twelve  English  or  Flat,  Henry  Smith   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  French  White,  no  entry   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Ruta  Baga  or  Swedes,  O.  B.  Hadwen   2  00 


ALEX.  MARSH,  Chairman. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

EDWARD  W.  LINCOLN,  Secretary  and  Librarian 

OF 

The  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society  : 

The  customary  Catalogue  of  Additions  to  the  Library,  during  the  yeai 
1872-3,  is  herewith  submitted,  for  your  more  exact  information: 

Agriculture,  Report  of  Department  for  1871;  8vo;  Commissioner. 

Clematis,  The,  As  a  Garden  Flower;  Moore  &  Jackman,  London;  1  vol 
4to;  Society. 

Roses,  Book  About;  S.  Reynolds,  Hole,  London;  1  vol.  4to;  Society. 
Trees  and  Shrubs  for  English  Plantations;  Mongredien;  1  vol.  8vo;  So- 
ciety. 

Gardener's  Year-Book,  1873;  by  Robert  Hogg;  pamphlet,  8vo;  Lon- 
don; Society. 

Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Department  of  New  York  Central  Park 
pamphlet;  Svo;  Hon.  Andrew  H.  Greene. 

Garden,  The;  Edinburgh  and  London,  1872;  1  vol.  Svo;  Society. 

Floral  World,  The;  London,  1872;  vol.7;  Society. 

American  Naturalist,  The;  1872;  vol.6;  Society. 

Window  Gardening;  1  vol.  4to;  Society. 

A  Summer  In  My  Garden;  Warner;  Society. 

Florist  and  Pomologist,  The;  1872,  London;  1  vol  Svo;  Society. 

French  Gardens,  Gleanings  From;  Robinson,  London;  2d  ed.;  Society, 

Gardener's  Chronicle  and  Agricultural  Gazette;  1872,  London;  1  vol 
Folio;  Society. 
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American  Agriculturist,  The;  vol.  31, 1872;  1  vol.  Folio;  Society. 
Horticulturist,  The;  vol.  27, 1872;  1  vol.  4to;  Society. 
Floral  Cabinet,  The  Ladies';  vol.  1,  4to;  Society. 
Country  Gentleman,  The;  vol.  37,  1872;  Society. 

Hardy  Trees,  Shrubs  and  Herbaceous  Plants;  Decaisne  and  Naudin; 
Abridged  by  Hemsley;  1  vol.  London;  Society. 

Floral  Magazine,  The;  London;  vols.  1-11;  Society. 

State  Charities,  Ninth  Annual  Report,  Board  of;  E.  Earle. 

Rose  Amateur's  Guide;  Rivers,  London;  1  vol.  10th  ed.;  Society. 

Dictionary,  Paxton's  Botanical;  new  and  revised  ed.;  London;  Society. 

Horticulture,  Journal  of;  London,  vols.  22  and  23;  Society. 

Gardener's  Magazine,  The;  1872,  vol.  15;  London;  Society. 

American  Pomological  Society,  Proceedings  of  the  Thirteenth  Session; 
Hon.  M.  P.  Wilder. 

You  will  notice  that  there  has  been  no  excessive  increase  in  the  number 
of  volumes.  Every  new  work  of  known  value,  which  commended  itself 
to  the  Committee  as  likely  to  be  of  use  to  members,  and  whose  cost  did 
not  transcend  their  available  means,  was  seasonably  placed  upon  our 
shelves.  But  the  policy,  outlined  in  the  Report  for  1871-2,  wherein  the 
opinion  was  expressed  that  the  richest  fruits  of  contemporaneous  inquiry 
and  culture  will  be  gathered  from  the  serial  publications  of  our  own  and 
foreign  countries,  still  sways  the  judgment  of  the  Librarian  and  his  col- 
leagues of  the  Committee,  and  has  governed  their  purchases.  The  prin- 
cipal acquisition,  for  the  past  year,  was  the  entire  set,  from  its  commence- 
ment, of  the  very  beautiful  Floral  Magazine,  than  which  even  the  Flore 
des  Serres  can  scarcely  claim  to  be  more  precious.  It  is  quite  desirable  to 
complete  the  series  of  other  magazines,  of  which  only  detached  volumes 
are  now  in  our  possession.  Should  you  concur  in  this  view  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library,  it  may  be  practicable  to  accomplish  this  object  dur- 
ing the  coming  year. 

The  Summer  Exhibitions  of  the  Society  have  achieved  an  unexam- 
pled and  most  gratifying  success.  In  former  years,  it  is  true,  there  were 
always  entries  of  Flowers  and  Fruit;  but  they  were  almost  invariably  the 
contributions  of  the  veterans,  by  whom  the  Society  has  been  upheld  from 
its  infancy,  and  to  whom  it  has  become  a  second  nature  to  toil  in  its  be- 
half. During  the  season  just  past,  however,  it  was  pleasant  to  note  the 
steady  accession  of  new  exhibitors,  whose  fresh  enthusiasm,  constantly 
stimulated  by  rivalry,  served  as  a  sharp  incentive  to  their  older  and  more 
jaded  competitors.  In  his  Annual  Report  for  1872,  your  Secretary  sub- 
mitted a  recommendation,  which  it  may  be  well  to  recite: 

"  In  this  connection  it  may  be  proper  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  line  of  demarcation  between  the  collections  of  the  Amateur  and 
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Professional  Gardeners.  It  is  impossible  for  them  to  contest  the  palm  of 
superiority  upon  equal  terms:  it  is  therefore  unjust  to  exact  it.  The  dis- 
crimination proposed  is  fair  and  apparently  free  from  valid  objection.  At 
least  the  experiment  might  be  tried,  and,  if  found  impracticable  when 
tested,  the  novel  step  could  be  retraced." 

The  Committee  for  the  Establishment  of  Premiums,  concluding  that  a 
trial  of  the  experiment,  as  here  proposed,  could  at  least  do  no  harm, 
offered  a  schedule  of  prizes  in  money,  to  be  contested  throughout  the  sea- 
son solely  by  Amateurs.  One  stand  was  assigned  to  each  competitor,  as 
it  was  deemed  of  essential  importance  that  quantit}^  should  be  subordina- 
ted to  excellence.  And  it  was  interesting  to  observe,  from  week  to  week, 
the  development  of  a  progressive  taste  in  the  selection  of  varieties  and 
disposition  of  colors.  If  our  florists  have  one  fault,  more  conspicuous 
and  therefore  obnoxious  than  another,  it  is  to  be  detected  in  their  too  fre- 
quent arrangement  of  the  treasures  at  their  command,  in  obvious  disre- 
gard of  all  natural  harmony  of  tone  and  tint.  Should  our  recent  experi- 
ence have  accomplished  aught  toward  a  remedy  of  this  too  common  error, 
the  Society  will  have  done  more  to  "  advance  the  Science  and  encourage 
"  and  improve  the  Practice  of  Horticulture," — the  purpose  for  which  it 
,  was  organized, — than  it  could  have  effected  in  any  other  way.  Skill  in 
arrangement  has  become  a  matter  of  distinct  and  specific  competition  in 
England.  With  the  book  of  Nature  open  before  us.  replete  with  illustra- 
tions of  richest  hue,  yet  all  disposed  in  utmost  harmony  of  color,  it  needs 
must  be  only  those  who,  having  *•  eyes  yet  see  not,"  ignorantly  or  will- 
fully reject  the  proffered  lesson. 

A  discrimination  in  favor  of  Professional  Florists,  established  during 
the  trial  of  this  experiment,  should  no  longer  be  tolerated.  The  Amateur 
is  obliged  to  snatch  from  other  and  unavoidable  occupations  the  scant 
moments  that  may  be  devoted  to  Floriculture.  Family  cares  cannot 
be  summarily  set  aside  by' a  lady,  if  such  is  our  amateur.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  professional  gardener  is  simply  following  the  occupation  of  his 
life.  That  the  premiums  should  be  equalized  supplies  him  with  no 
ground  for  complaint.  It  is  recommended  that  both  classes  be  placed 
upon  the  same  pecuniary  level  in  the  preparation  of  the  Summer  Schedule 
for  1874,  and  also  that  a  moderate  increase  of  the  Premiums  be  author- 
ized. 

One  benefit  that  was  anticipated  from  engaging  the  interest  of  Amateur 
Florists  has  been  fully  experienced.  Heretofore,  there  was  no  positive 
assurance  of  anything  to  be  seen  to  attract  visitors.  But  when  it  became 
evident  that  there  was  an  absolute  certainty,  each  successive  week,  of  an 
abundant  and  even  elegant  display,  the  public,  slow,  perhaps,  but  never- 
theless sure  to  appreciate  excellence,  commenced  and  thereafter  con- 
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tinued  to  throng  the  Library,  until  it  was  filled  to  an  almost  uncom- 
fortable degree.  So  obvious  grew  the  difficulty,  and  so  insupportable  was 
it  likely  to  become  in  the  not  distant  future,  that  the  Trustees  of  the 
Society,  at  a  special  meeting  holden  on  the  23d  day  of  October  ult.,  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  with  full  power  to  secure  additional  accommodation, 
engaging  as  much  room  as  might  appear  desirable.  Under  that  vote,  the 
Committee  have  taken  leases  of  the  suite  of  rooms  recently  occupied  by 
the  Bay  State  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  and  of  a  chamber  adjoining  the  rear 
room  of  that  suite,  with  which  latter  a  convenient  and  symmetrical  union 
can  be  easily  effected  through  an  archway  that  will  require  to  be  con- 
structed. It  is  not  doubted  that  the  action  of  the  Trustees,  "  compre- 
hending their  epoch,"  will  receive  your  cordial  approval.  Twelve  years 
had  well  nigh  elapsed  since  the  27th  day  of  Februaiy,  A.  D.  1S62,  when 
the  transfer  of  the  Library  to  Horticultural  Hall  was  initiated  ;  and 
the  system  of  Weekly  Exhibitions  had  its  origin  in  a  display  of  Citrus 
Aurantium  by  our  esteemed  associate,*  whose  locks  Time  and  the  Sioux 
have  dealt  with  so  tenderly.  The  enormous  aggregate  of  Twenty-Seven 
Thousand  articles  displayed  at  these  meetings,  during  this  decade,  of 
which  otherwise  we  should  have  preserved  neither  sight  nor  knowledge, 
amply  justifies  a  step  adopted  at  the  time  with  much  timidity.  So  will  it 
be  now.  The  Boom  in  which  this  Annual  Meeting  is  in  session  —  which 
is  devoted  to  the  uses  of  the  Library,  and  wherein  the  Summer  Exhibi- 
tions must  be  held  —  no  longer  suffices.  It  proved  too  small  during  the 
past  season.  If,  as  your  Secretary  hopes  and  believes,  the  stimulus  im- 
parted to  Amateur  Florists  in  1873  should  cause  a  wider  and  generous 
rivalry  during  the  coming  Summer,  the  Flowers  must  be  accommodated 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  community  ;  and  that,  as  flowers  are  contributed 
to  be  seen,  would  not  be  a  very  desirable  consummation.  The  Library 
itself  demands  more  space  Our  most  valuable  works  of  reference  — 
notably  the  Gardener's  Chronicle,  the  Agriculturist,  but  more  especially 
the  Country  Gentleman  —  are  too  cumbrous  to  be  placed  upon  shelves  not 
constructed  purposely  for  them.  This  inconvenience  —  the  seriousness  of 
which  in  a  Library  intended  for  consultation  can  scarcely  be  exaggerated 
—  requires  the  speediest  possible  remedy 

The  Librarian  asks  that  he  be  authorized  to  transfer  the  Library  of  the 
Society  to  the  rooms  just  hired  by  the  Trustees. 

Applications  were  long  since  made,  informally,  for  a  lease  of  our  entire 
Hall  above  the  stores.  Any  tenant,  no  matter  what  his  business,  would 
require  the  occupancy  and  sole  use  of  our  present  Library-Boom.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  a  sum  may  be  realized  from  our  property,  over  and 
above  its  present  rental,  adequate  to  defray  any  probable  expense  that 

*Hon.  Edward  Earle,  of  the  Indian  Peace  Commission. 
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will  enure  to  us  from  the  change  of  location.  The-  Annual  Autumnal 
Exhibition  has  left  this  Hall,  never  again  to  return.  The  Library,  with 
immediate  and  prospective  needs,  and  the  Summer  Exhibitions,  exceed 
the  provision  for  their  accommodation.  Your  active  members, — the  men 
who  do  your  work  and  keep  the  Society  in  abounding  activity, — ask  only 
that  they  shall  no  longer  be  "  cabined,  cribbed,  confined  "  in  a  space  which , 
however  ample  in  1850,  may,  not  unreasonably,  be  found  restricted  and 
even  cramped,  after  the  lapse  of  a  generation. 

A  tabular  statement  of  the  Entries  for  the  past  official  year,  together 
with  a  similar  table  showing  the  number  of  articles  exhibited  during  the 
entire  period  of  twelve  years  that  has  elapsed  since  the  transfer  of  the 
Library  to  this  room,  is  herewith  submitted  for  your  more  precise  inform- 
ation: 
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37 

132 

111 

120 

807 

1207 

1869.,  

95 

207 

78 

190 

1027 

1597 

1870  

90 

152 

123 

246 

928 

1539 

1871  

117 

248 

159 

252 

2049 

2825 

1872  

56 

205 

130 

182 

3906 

4479 

1873  

114 

197 

204 

254 

4899 

5668 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  entries  of  Strawberries  were  largely  in  ex- 
cess of  those  offered  in  any  previous  year,  with  a  single  exception.  The 
sum  of  this  excess  will  be  all  the  more  evident  when  it  is  remembered 
that  in  1871  we  were  favored  with  the  ripe  fruit  of  that  experience  which, 
during  the  season  just  past,  has  been  limited  to  the  ruts  of  a  Dummy. 
More  propitious  weather  for  this  berry  could  not  have  been  desired  than 
that  of  the  opening  Spring.  But  as  the  days  lengthened,  there  came  a 
sudden  cessation  of  the  rain-fall,  which  is  so  essential  to  the  successful 
development  of  the  Strawberry  especially,  among  the  Small  Fruits.  A 
few  cultivators,  who  had  learned  by  sad  experience  the  wisdom  which, 
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gained  in  that  school,  is  never  forgotten,  secured  a  fair  crop,  mainly  of 
the  European  varieties,  by  heavy  mulching.  But  the  fact  remains  that, 
with  an  apparent  or  actual  change  in  the  character  of  the  seasons,  there  is 
but  the  barest  possibility  of  securing  a  good  and  remunerative  crop  of 
Strawberries  without  the  aid  of  artificial  irrigation.  In  most  parts  of  the 
City  of  Worcester,  such  assistance  can  be  derived  by  a  simultaneous 
draught  upon  the  private  purse  and  the  Municipal  Reservoir.  Through- 
out the  County,  so  hilly  and  uneven,  it  is  probable  that  there  are  few 
homesteads  near  which  a  running  stream  cannot  be  diverted,  or  an  other- 
wise noxious  bog  be  utilized.  The  strawberry  repays  any  cultivator  for 
exceeding  pains  and  labor. 

Raspberries  were  in  inferior  supply  and  quality.  It  is  true  that  some 
tine  lots  of  Brinckle's  Orange,  Northumberland  Fillbasket  and  Hudson 
River  Antwerp  were  placed  upon  our  tables,  by  growers  whom  no  obsta- 
cles daunt.  But  the  general  crop  was  insufficient  to  compensate  for  the 
trouble  taken  in  its  culture.  A  chief  cause  of  this  deficit,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  Secretary,  is  to  be  found  in  the  unwonted  scarcity  of  winged  in- 
sects throughout  the  Spring.  There  were  no  pouring  rains,  during  the 
period  of  inflorescence,  to  drench  or  wash  out  the  pollen.  But  it  could 
not  escape  the  notice  of  a  careful  observer,  that  there  was  hardly  a  .single 
Wasp,  or  Honey-Bee,  where  there  are  usually  dozens;  and  that  fecunda- 
tion, in  so  far  as  it  needed  help,  was  left  almost  wholly  to  the  Bumble-Bee. 
Doubtless  the  deep  snows  and  intense  cold  of  the  Winter  of  1872-3  had 
much  to  do  with  this  decimation  of  our  inscct-/rie?icZs. 

In  nothing  is  there  greater  need  of  exact  phraseology  than  in  Horticul- 
ture. Our  Western  Pomologists  write  long  essays  upon  the  proper  growth 
and  treatment  of  the  Raspberry,  and,  at  the  end,  one  finds  that  our  old 
acquaintance,  the  Thimbleberry,  has  been  the  subject  of  discourse. 
Xow,  your  Secretary  has  no  idea  of  dissuading  from  the  culture  of  even 
the  Thimbleberry,  if  a  person  h:is  time  and  land  to  waste.  But  he  pro- 
tests most  emphatically  against  the  publication  of  rules  for  the  culture 
and  development  of  a  genus,  which  are  applicable  only  to  its  species/erae 
naturae.  That  which  may  be  advisable  for  the  Rubus  Occidentalis  is  ab- 
solute loss  in  the  case  of  the  Rubus  Ida'us.  Thus  the  Horticultural  jour- 
nals tell  us  to  cut  off  Raspbeny  canes  at  three  feet  high  —  a  general  di- 
rection, without  exception  of  species.  That  your  Secretary  has  had  some 
success  in  growing  superior  varieties  has  been  manifested  to  you  at  suc- 
cessive Summer  Exhibitions  for  the  last  decade.  Until  the  present  cal- 
endar year,  not  a  cane,  intended  for  fruiting,  was  ever  shortened  an  inch. 
In  the  Autumn  of  1872,  being  somewhat  occupied  in  grading  the  lawn  of 
the  First  Parish,  in  this  City,  he  entrusted  the  preparation  of  his  Rasp- 
berries for  the  Winter,  to  one  of  those  imported  professors,  in  whom  the 
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maximum  of  ignorant  pretension  is  combined  with  the  minimum  of  ac- 
tual knowledge.  As  a  result,  the  canes  of  Brinckle's  Orange  and  North- 
umberland Fillbasket  were  amputated  at  breast  high.  Somewhat  of  the 
shortness  of  the  crop  has  already  been  attributed  to  the  scarcity  of  winged 
insects.  But,  for  nine  years  in  sequence,  when  he  took  personal  charge 
of  the  canes,  suffering  them  to  retain  their  entire  Summer  growth,  there 
never  failed  to  be  an  abundant  and  even  superfluous  yield. 

The  yield  of  Cherries,  throughout  the  City  and  its  suburbs,  was  un- 
expectedly large.  The  fruit  was  also  fair  and  of  unusual  quality.  But 
few  specimens,  however,  were  shown  upon  our  tables,  as  it  seems  impos- 
sible to  frame  a  Schedule,  in  advance,  which  shall  closely  approximate 
the  period  of  maturity  of  this  most  uncertain  of  all  fruits.  It  is  never- 
theless a  matter  for  congratulation  that  the  Cherry,  so  long  enjoyed  in 
New  England,  should  be  found  in  the  possession  of  its  wonted  vigorous 
vitality.  The  fearful  and  quite  Arctic  frosts  of  a  dozen  years  ago  killed 
outright  all  the  Cherry  trees  then  in  bearing,  or  so  enfeebled  them  that 
they  might  have  as  well  died  at  once.  The  case  was  similar  with  the 
Quince.  Since  that  date,  new  trees  have  been  planted  and  come  into 
bearing.  The  life  of  the  Cherry  tree  is  estimated  by  the  best  authorities 
at  Thirty  years.  If  then,  we  are  provident  enough  to  set  out  a  young 
tree,  occasionally,  there  would  appear  to  be  no  ground  for  a  failure  of  the 
crop,  barring  those  extreme  seasons  whose  severity  is  the  event  and  fable 
of  a  life-time.  The  fruit,  itself,  although  not  of  first-rate  excellence,  is 
yet  agreeable  and  refreshing. 

Too  many  of  the  lots  of  Currants  were  untrue  to  the  accredited  traits 
of  the  alleged  varieties.  Thus  La  Versaillaise,  which  has  no  especial 
characteristic  if  not  its  long  clusters,  was  misrepresented  by  stems  beariug 
at  least  but  five  (5)  or  six  (6)  berries.  The  most  experienced  cultivators  in- 
cline strongly  to  the  opinion  that  the  distinction  between  the  Cherry  and 
La  Versaillaise,  is  without  a  difference.  But  what  if  growers  are  not 
even  careful  to  maintain  a  distinction  ?  So,  too,  of  the  White  varieties. 
There  were  displayed  during  the  past  Summer,  boxes  of  White  Dutch, 
White  Gondouin,  and  White  Grape  ;  of  very  great  similarity  in  appear- 
ance ;  and  between  which  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  preserve  any  line 
of  demarcation,  unless  elements  of  superiorit}r  are  more  obvious  than  was 
the  case  on  the  17th  of  July.  It  is  noteworthy  that  one  noble  box  of 
Bed  Dutch  surpassed  in  size  its  fashionable  and  modern  rivals,  as  it 
notoriously  does  in  flavor  whenever  and  wheresoever  put  in  competi- 
tion. 

The  Rule  that  all  Fruits  should  be  exhibited  in  stated  quantities  and 
specific  measures  should  be  rigidly  enforced.  Ornamental  dishes  have 
their  place,  but  Fruit  is  wanted  at  a  Pomological  Exhibition  and  not  an 
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array  of  Chinaware.    There  has  been  an  improvement,  of  late,  but  the 
end  is  not  yet. 

Currant  bushes,  like  Cherry  trees,  have  been  greatly  infested,  of  recent 
years,  with  aphides.  White  Hellebore  is  an  effectual  safeguard  from  the 
Currant-Worm,  but  has  no  destructive  effect  upon  the  Aphis.  Your 
Secretary  earnestly  recommends  a  remedy  which  he  has  personally  tested, 
that  is  fatal  to  all  insect  life,  and,  at  the  same  time  exerts  a  salutary  in- 
fluence upon  bush  or  tree— Air-Slaked  Lime.  This  is  easily  dusted  upon 
the  leaves  of  a  Cherry  tree,  when  wet,  from  a  ladder.  Applied  to  the 
moist  foliage  of  a  Currant  bush  and  there  will  be  a  summary  riddance  of 
all  vermin. 

For  the  Summer  of  1874,  a  larger  room  having  been  obtained  for  the 
use  of  the  Library  and  for  the  Weekly  Exhibitions,  your  Secretary  ad- 
vises renewed  and  strenuous  endeavor.  Premiums  should  be  offered  to 
the  extent  of  our  available  means.  Amateur  Florists  should  be  placed 
upon  a  level  with  Professional,  instead  of  being  subjected  to  an  adverse  . 
discrimination.  And  an  effort  at  least,  should  be  made  to  organize  Com- 
mittees which  can  and  will  attend  to  their  business,  instead  of  deferring 
the  task  of  assigning  awards  to  the  Secretary,  whose  duties  are  already 
sufficiently  onerous. 

So  many  of  your  members  were  in  diligent  attendance  upon  the  Four- 
teenth Session  of  the  American  Pomological  Society,  that  it  would 
be  a  work  of  supererogation  to  give  a  detailed  narrative  of  its  proceedings. 
Suffice  it  here  and  now  to  say  that  the  hospitality  of  the  Massachusetts 
Horticultural  Society,  like  the  quality  of  mercy,  was  not  strained  ;  and 
that  our  welcome  was  unaffectedly  cordial,  whether  at  the  Highlands, 
the  princely  domain  of  WTellesley,  or  in  Music  Hall.  The  Fruits  from 
the  new  Western  States  were  well  worth  a  journey  to  see,  although  your 
Secretary  is  credibly  informed  that,  upon  such  occasions,  Kansas,  Ne- 
braska, &c,  not  only  do  their  best  but  their  very  utmost  ;  and  that  pro- 
bably neither  State  could  duplicate  the  specimens  exhibited.  Our  thanks 
are  due  to  the  Massachusetts  Society  for  its  courtesy.  Our  ambition 
should  be  for  a  chance  to  reciprocate  it.  Had  that  occasion  any  short  com- 
ings, our  hope  would  be,  profiting  by  experience,  to  avoid  them. 

At  that  Session  some  informal  conferences  were  held  with  a  view  to 
the  formation  of  an  American  Horticultural  Society,  whose  meet- 
ings should  alternate  with  those  of  the  Pomologists.  Should  the  plan  be 
carried  out,  it  cannot  fail  of  receiving  your  active  and  zealous  support. 
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The  customary  tabular  statement  of  Entries  for  the  past  official  year, 
not  otherwise  and  elsewhere  detailed  ;  including  also  the  three  preceding 
years  during  which  our  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibitions  were  held 
in  Mechanics  Hall ;  is  herewith  submitted  : 


Apples  

Grapes,  &c,  &c. . 

Pears  

Plants,  Flowers.  &C 
Vegetables  

1870. 

1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

tributors  j  Articles. 

Con- 
tributors 

Articles. 

Con- 
tributors 

Articles. 

Con- 
tributors 

Articles. 

55  632 
46    1  392 
77    !  1346 

32  1235 

33  j  936 

20 

44 

111 

46 
33 

444 
642 
2600 
2006 
1401 

64 
35 
70 
56 
17 

1201 
401 
1971 

2455 
1758 

38 
35 
81 
51 
27 

784 
998 
2733 
3075 
1319 

242  4441 

254    1  7093 

242 

7786 

232 

8909 

It  will  not  escape  your  attention  that  while  there  has  been  steady,  pro- 
gressive augmentation  in  the  number  of  articles  displayed  upon  our  Ta- 
bles, from  year  to  year,  there  was  no  corresponding  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  contributors.  The  great  interest  aroused  among  Amateur  Florists, 
during  the  summer  is  plainly  manifested  in  another  way.  Pears  betray 
their  abundance  and,  as  almost  the  sole  exception,  the  fact  that  new  gar- 
dens are  yielding  their  first  fruits  from  their  pet  tree  or  their  select  col- 
lection. Yet  the  language  of  a  former  President  of  the  Society,*  in  an  Ad- 
dress delivered  to  the  Members  not  less  than  fourteen  years  ago,  is  so 
apt  to  the  present  situation  and  applies  so  forcibly  to  the  needs  of  the 
hour,  that  it  may  well  be  repeated  : 

"One  feature  of  the  Exhibition  must  strike  every  visitor.  And,  although 
it  may  be  somewhat  flattering  to  our  local  pride,  no  one  can  regard  it 
otherwise  than  as  unfavorable  to  the  interest  of  the  Society,  and  the  cause 
of  Pomology  in  our  County.  In  reading  the  accounts  of  some  of  the 
Town  Exhibitions,  we  see  that  fifty  and  more  varieties  of  Apples  are 
frequently  shown  by  a  single  individual,  a  number  equal  to  that  exhibi- 
ted by  our  most  extensive  Orchardists.  This  Society  should  offer  premi- 
ums sufficient  to  induce  cultivators  in  every  part  of  the  County  to  bring 
their  choicest  Fruit  here.  The  labor  of  collecting  specimens  from  large 
orchards,  the  expense  attending  its  conveyance,  and  the  additional  fact 
that  most  of  this  fruit  is  given  to  the  Society  and  sold  for  its  benefit,  of- 
ten realizing  an  amount  greater  than  the  premiums  bestowed  upon  it,  are 
reasons  why  special  encouragement  should  be  given  to  this,  our  most 
valuable  Fruit.  The  Pears,  like  the  fast  horses  in  the  Agricultural  So- 
ciety, will  take  care  of  themselves.  I  recommend  to  the  Trustees  to  con- 
sider whether  it  is  not  for  the  interest  of  the  Society  that,  in  addition  to 
the  premiums  for  Apples  now  offered,  premiums  liberal  in  amount  and 
  • 

*Hon.  D.  Waldo  Lincoln. 
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number,  should  be  given  to  competitors  within  the  County,  but  not  be- 
longing to  the  city  of  Worcester." 

Your  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Apples,!  m  ms  ver}'  able  and  in- 
structive Report  for  1872  ;  which  was  not  more  highly  than  deservedly 
complimented  by  the  learned  Editor  of  the  Gardener's  Monthly  ;  advised 
that  our  Autumnal  Exhibition  be  held  at  a  later  period.  To  quote  his 
own  argument: 

"And  there  is  another  reason  for  selecting  a  different  time  for  holding 
our  Annual  Exhibition.  The  more  valuable  portion  of  the  Apple  crop  of 
Worcester  County,  the  Winter  and  late  Eall  fruit,  ought  not  to  be  and 
will  not  be  harvested,  no  matter  what  premiums  are  offered  or  how  well 
known  they  are,  till  at  least  two  or  three  weeks  later  than  the  Annual 
Exhibition  was  held  this  year.  And  there  are  not  three  weeks  of  the 
whole  season,  of  more  importance  to  the  growth  and  perfection  of  the 
fruit  than  the  last  three. 

"  The  Chairman  of  your  Committee,  attending  a  Town  Fair  in  one  of 
the  adjoining  towns — where,  by  the  way,  he  saw  an  exhibition  of  Apples 
not  much,  if  any,  inferior  in  substantial  qualities  to  ours — asked  several 
farmers  whom  he  met  there  and  knew  to  be  large  growers  of  Apples  for 
the  market,  why  they  did  not  enter  their  fruits  at  our  Exhibition.  One 
replied  that  he  belonged  to  our  Society,  and  that  one  year  it  gave  him  a 
premium  on  his  Apples.  Further  inquiry  revealed  the  fact  that  he  meanl 
the  Worcester  County  Agricultural  Society.  This  man  is  a  good  farmer, 
skilled  in  Apple  culture,  and,  to  use  his  own  language,  has  '  slathers  of 
Apples  this  year.'  Others  made  replies  that  showed  a  like  misconception. 
Others,  who  knew  of  our  Exhibition  and  our  separate  existence,  knew 
nothing  of  our  Premiums;  and  all  with  one  accord  said  that  our  Exhibi- 
tion was  too  early  for  them.  Jt  was  impracticable  to  go  over  large 
orchards  hunting  best  specimens.  Such  could  only  be  selected  at  the  har- 
vest of  the  whole,  and  they  would  not  for  any  premiums  or  exhibition 
harvest  Winter  Apples  in  the  middle  of  September." 

And,  unless  your  Secretary  errs  in  the  assumption  that  the  reference  of 
the  Chairman  is  to  his  native  town,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  what  was  predi- 
cated of  1872,  would  be  more  than  borne  out  by  the  experience  of  the 
current  Autumn. 

The  Exhibitions  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  So- 
ciety, for  a  length  of  time  beyond  which  memory  runneth  not,  have 
been  synchronous  with  those  of  the  Agricultural  Society.  Why,  it  pass- 
eth  the  wit  of  man  to  explain.  That  we  are  more  likely  to  escape  early 
frosts,  thereby  insuring  a  superior  Floral  display,  cannot  be  denied.  But, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  Secretary,  an  Equinoctial  Storm  is  about  an  equal 
(as  in  the  judgment  of  the  Agricultural  Treasurer  it  is  certainly  an  equine) 
misfortune.  Florists  can,  if  they  will  use  a  little  industry  to  supplement 
reasonable  forethought,  secure  their  treasures  from  harm.  A  single  frost 
in  September,  when  one  does  occur,  is  almost  invariably  followed,  as  now, 
by  weeks  of  mild  and  pleasant  weather. 

tMajor  William  T.  Harlow. 
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Your  Secretary  is  very  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  the  time  has  come, 
and  can  never  be  more  opportune,  for  this  Society  to  try  the  experiment 
of  an  Autumnal  Exhibition  at  a  late  date.  And  he  would  recommend 
that  an  Exhibition  of  Flowers,  Plants,  Fruits  and  Vegetables  be 
appointed  for  the  four  days  comprising  the  2iJth  and  30th  of  September 
and  the  1st  and  2d  of  October.  A  few  varieties  in  all  departments  will 
probably  have  passed  away.  But  who  requires,  or  is  edified  by,  a  display 
of  Bartlett  Pears?  And  what  community,  Worcester  not  excepted,  does 
not  need  to  be  informed  that  there  are  other  species  as  much  superior  to 
that  general  favorite  as  that  confessedly  is  to  its  "  Button  "  or  "  Choke  " 
congener?  The  possible  advantages  of  a  change  of  time  are  many.  The 
co-operation  of  some  now  exclusively  confined  to  Agricultural  Park. 
Relief  from  that  distraction  occasioned  by  the  multiplied  fascinations  of 
the  gay  bull  and  festive  stallion.  The  reasonable  maturity  of  Fruits  and 
Vegetables  throughout  the  County;  and  the  result,  —  a  willingness  to 
contribute  to  the  Exhibitions  of  a  Society  that  has  evinced  its  disposition 
to  merit  success. 

Should  this  suggestion  be  adopted,  a  wider  publicity  should  be  given 
to  the  Premium-Schedule.  At  present,  the  knowledge  of  the  very  lib- 
eral prizes  offered  by  this  Society  is  confined  to  its  members,  to  whom 
alone  the  volume  of  printed  Transactions  is  annually  sent.  Your  Secre- 
tary is  of  opinion,  as  he  has  been  for  years,  that  an  advertisement  of  our 
Premium-Schedule,  in  at  least  one  newspaper,  would  be  a  judicious  in- 
vestment, and  one  also  that  would  be  certain  of  large  returns. 

If  our  Exhibitions  shall  hereafter  be  holden  later  in  the  Autumn,  let 
them  be  conducted  upon  a  scale  of  liberality  commensurate  with  the  oc- 
casion. Let  there  be  a  final  cessaiion  of  chronic  grumbling  at  every  ex- 
penditure for  indispensable  table  furniture;  for  Music,  which  adds  such  a 
charm  to  the  other  agreeable  features  of  an  attractive  display.  Sanction 
cheerfully,  not  grudgingly  as  heretofore,  the  employment  of  help  enough 
to  do  the  necessary  preliminary  work,  as  well  in  the  Halls  as  at  the  desk 
of  the  Secretary.  Contributors  have  a  right  to  prompt  attention,  but  the 
Society  has  no  right,  through  ill-timed  parsimony,  to  compel  them  to  wait. 
Thirty  Years  ago  plenty  of  aid  was  offered  voluntarily.  But  the  pleasant 
rural  town  has  developed  into  a  great  City,  in  which  life  is  too  busy  to  be 
dawdled  away.  Moreover,  the  present  officers  cannot  much  longer  endure 
the  exhaustion  consequent  upon  the  excessive  toil  of  the  Autumnal  Ex- 
hibition, as  now  managed.  Viewed  through  a  microscope,  a  picayune 
will  assume  the  proportions  of  a  dollar.  But  there  was  no  suggestion  of 
a  microscope  in  the  advice  to  cast  one's  bread  upon  the  waters. 

Likewise,  your  Secretary  repeats  his  recommendation  that  some  com- 
pensation be  paid  to  Chairmen  of  Committees.  We  need  something  more 
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than  a  bare  abstract  of  Awards.  If  aught  is  to  be  gained  from  our  Ex- 
hibitions, it  must  be  derived  from  a  record  of  facts  and  observations, — 
themselves  the  basis  of  comparison  and  ultimate  conclusion.  All  this 
takes  time;  and  the  time  of  any  man  fit  to  be  Chairman  of  a  Horticul- 
tural Committee  is  worth  something. 

Nor  would  a  Supper,  at  which  the  Awards  should  be  declared,  be  much 
amiss.  Some  method  must  be  adopted  by  which  the  Trustees  shall  be 
enabled  to  pass  upon  the  assignment  of  Premiums.  Under  the  present 
system,  or  lack  of  it,  errors  are  constantly  occurring,  so  that,  when  a  com- 
petitor calls  for  payment  of  what  he  supposes  his  due,  he  learns  that  it 
belongs  to  a  rival,  and  that  there  must  have  been  some  error  in  transcrip- 
tion. While  the  whole  business  is  too  much  and  needlessly  hurried  now, 
it  is  believed  that  it  could  be  accurately  and  agreeably  transacted  at  the 
Supper-table.  Provided,  however,  that  there  should  be  an  inexorable 
prohibition  of  tongue  from  the  list  of  viands. 

In  his  last  Annual  Report,  your  Secretary  "  urgently  advised  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  existing  system  of  classification,"  (of  Apples  and  Pears,) 
"  as  meaningless  and  unprofitable;  and  the  substitution  therefor  of  a  di- 
"  rect  competition  between  the  different  lots  of  the  same  variety."  The 
experience  of  1873  confirms  the  wisdom  of  this  advice.  There  is  no  par- 
ticular objection  to  premiums  for  the  best  collection,  nor  to  generous 
offers  for  new  varieties  not  before  exhibited.  But,  with  such  exceptions, 
the  whole  theory  and  practice  of  classification,  (in  servile  imitation  of  the 
Massachusetts  Society,)  which  we  ought  to  have  outgrown  and  been 
ashamed  of  long  since,  is  a  delusion  and  snare.  Committees  spend  what 
time  is  absolutely  indispensable  upon  the  Collections.  But  their  interest 
is  aroused  and  their  attention  riveted,  when  called  to  judge  the  Single 
Dishes. 

That  you  may  the  better  comprehend  the  views  of  the  Secretary,  a 
statement  is  submitted  of  the  Awards  for  Pears,  in  Class  4,  at  the  Au- 
tumnal Exhibitions  for  1872  and  1873: 

1872. 

No.  1.  —  Bartlett,  Belle  Lucrative,  Winter  Nelis,  Beurre  Bosc,  Louise 
Bonne. 

No.  2.  —  Louise  Bonne,  Lawrence,  Bartlett,  Beurre  d'  Anjou,  Golden 
B.  of  Bilboa. 

No.  3. — Buffum,  Louise  Bonne,  Sheldon,  Flemish  Beauty,  Duchesse. 

1873. 

No.  1.  —  Bartlett,  Louise  Bonne,  Duchesse,  Lawrence,  Winter  Nelis. 
No.  2.  —  Duchesse,  Beurre  Clairgeau,  Beurre  d'  Anjou,  Paradis,  Flem- 
ish Beauty. 

No.  3.  —  Louise  Bonne,  Howell,  Duchesse,  Sheldon,  Jaminette. 
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Now  it  may  be  said  that  the  Secretary,  who  was  the  successful  com- 
petitor in  both  those  years,  should  be  the  last  person  to  complain.  Nor 
does  he  of  the  awards,  which  seemed  just  to  the  Committee;  but  simply 
of  the  theory  under  which  they  are  necessarily  made.  That  the  point 
maybe  more  precisely  taken,  similar  lists  are  supplied  of  the  unsuccessful 
entries  in  Class  Four  (4) : 

1873. 

A.  —  Seckel,  Sheldon,  Flemish  Beauty,  Kostiezer,  Dix. 

B.  — Bartlett,  Flemish  Beauty,  Duchesse,  Vicar,  Chelmsford. 

C.  —  Duchesse,  Bartlett,  Flemish  Beauty,  Buffum,  Louise  Bonne. 

D.  —  Duchesse,  Louise  Bonne,  Beurre  d'  Anjou,  St.  Michael,  Beurre 
Bosc. 

E.  —  Bartlett,  Seckel,  Flemish  Beauty,  Duchesse,  Louise  Bonne. 

F.  —  Bartlett,  Duchesse,  Beurre  Diel,  Louise  Bonne,  Vicar  of  Wink- 
field. 

G.  —  Flemish  Beauty,  Duchesse,  Beurre  d'  Anjou,  Seckel,  D.  Boussoc. 

H.  —  Glout  Morceau,Winter  Nelis,  Beurre  d'  Anjou,  Beurre  Superfin, 
Beurre  d'  Arenberg. 

Now  if  there  were  any  recognized  standard  of  quality  by  which  to  deter- 
mine the  pre-eminence  of  a  particular  variety,  our  present  system  of  class- 
ification might  not  be  so  objectionable.  But,  while  one  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee may  find  the  Belle  Lucrative  grateful  to  his  palate,  another  would 
rank  it  as  insipid  and  utterly  without  merit.  To  many,  the  chief,  if  not 
only,  recommendation  of  the  Duchesse  is  its  size.  Take,  however,  the  case 
of  two  lots,  of  different  or  partially  the  same  varieties,  yet  all  of  conceded 
excellence,  and  what  test  shall  be  applied  to  decide  between  them? 
What  comparison  can  be  instituted  between  the  Lawrence  and  Winter 
Nelis,  each  unsurpassed  of  its  kind!  Who  shall  decide  that  the  Beurre 
d'  Anjou  is  a  better  Pear  than  the  Beurre  Bosc,  or  vice  versa?  The  truth 
is,  that  the  whole  theory  is  radically  vicious,  and  justice  becomes  impossi- 
ble of  administration  under  the  consequent  practice. 

At  the  last  Autumnal  Exhibition,  the  Society  offered  premiums  for 
Thirty-Nine  (39)  different  varieties  of  Pears,  in  separate  entries;  for  sev- 
eral species  proposing  first  and  second  prizes.  This  would  seem  to  com- 
prise all  the  sorts  that  have  approved  themselves  meritorious  by  actual 
culture  within  the  County.  It  may  be  advisable,  however,  upon  the  abo- 
lition of  classification  as  now  existing,  to  offer  Three  (3)  Premiums  of  Five 
(5,)  Three,  (3,)  and  One,  (1,)  Dollars,  severally,  for  those  choicer  varieties 
of  whose  absolute  pre-eminence  not  a  doubt  can  exist. 

The  suggestion  is  further  advanced  of  the  expediency  of  proposing 
specific  Premiums  for  new  species  of  Apples  and  Pears  and  of  discon- 
tinuing "Class  6"  in  those  genera.  There  are  many  kinds  of  Apples  grown 
at  the  West  that  might  prove  worthy  and  capable  of  acclimation  here. 
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"While  no  prize  that  we  could  offer  would  be  an  adequate  compensa- 
tion for  the  cost  and  trouble  involved  in  the  procuring  of  scions  and  their 
subsequent  care,  it  might  nevertheless  prove  an  incentive  to  a  broader 
and  more  generous  culture.  Quite  a  number  of  Pears,  too,  of  marked 
promise,  and  it  may  almost  be  said  of  approved  excellence,  have  been 
originated,  of  late  years,  upon  the  European  Continent  and  in  Great 
Britain,  with  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  make  a  closer  aquaintance. 
The  aBeurrd  de  1'  Assomption,  bSouvenir  du  Congres,  and  the  cDuchesse 
de  Bordeaux  are  names  that  occur  at  this  present  writing.  Then  there 
is  the  dBrockworth  Park,  pronounced  "  a  splendid  pear  "  by  the  Garden- 
er's Chronicle.  A  member  of  the  Committee  on  Pears,*  upon  whose  gen- 
erous zeal  the  Society  never  counts  in  vain,  and  to  whose  matured  judg- 
ment his  colleagues  accord  proper  deference,  has  collated  the  subjoined 
list  of  such  varieties,  absolutely  or  comparatively  new,  as  commend  them- 
selves to  him,  for  trial  by  our  more  enterprising  Members : 

Doctor  Keeder,e  Doyenne  Hovey,k 

Helene  Gregoire/  Souvenir  d'  Esperen,1 

Huyshe's  Prince  Consort,8  Belle  Epine  Dumas, m  or 

Rutter,h  Due  de  Bordeaux, 

St.  Crispin,'  Gen.  Todleben.n 

Emile  d'  Heyst,j 

How  infinitely  better  to  "  advance  the  Science  of  Horticulture  "  by  the 
abolition  of  an  utterly  meaningless  system  of  classification,  and  by  the 
substitution  therefor  of  an  intelligible  and  instructive  competition  be- 
tween different  lots  of  the  same  varieties,  grown  under  altered  conditions 
of  soil  and  temperature!  Of  what  vastly  augmented  usefulness  the  labors 
of  our  Society  when  it  shall  concentrate  its  efforts  upon  the  wider  dissem- 
ination of  Pomological  knowledge,  by  the  introduction  of  new  and  im- 
proved species,  whether  imported  from  Europe,  or  originated  at  home,  as 
fondly  hoped  and  predicted  by  the  accomplished  President  of  the  Amer- 
ican Pomological  Society.!  In  this  field  corporate  bounty  may  well  be 
applied  to  stimulate  an  otherwise  dormant  energy. 

The  character  of  the  Autumnal  Exhibition,  while  disclosing  no  • 
startling  features,  ma}'  be  summed  up  as  of  general  and  uniform  excel- 
lence. There  were  good  Apples,  more  and  better  than  could  have  been 
expected.  Pears  were  in  superfluity.  Peaches  are  again  yielding,  on  a 
soil  so  long  fallow;  while  the  clusters  of  Grapes  are  as  countless  as  the 
Rogers  numbers.  Flowers  adorned  each  nook  and  corner  of  the  Hall. 
Nor  would  an  untoward  season  have  been  suspected  from  the  abundance 

a,  Early  August;  b,  August  and  September;  c,  December  to  February;  d,  Octobor. 
*Mr.  Henry  Phelps. 

e,  November;  f.  October;,  g,  November;  h,  October  and  November :  i,  October:  j,  November  and  De- 
cember; k,  October  and  November;  1,  October  and  November;  m,  November;  n,  October  and  early  Nov. 
tHon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder. 
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of  choice  and  thrifty  Vegetables.  In  this  latter  Department,  his  efforts 
to  develop  which  to  its  proper  proportions  have  been  so  liberally  seconded 
by  the  Trustees,  your  Secretary  would  again  invite  your  attention  to  the 
conspicuous  absence  of  the  City  of  Worcester  as  a  competitor.  Within 
the  two  years  last  past,  this  Society  has  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  that 
City,  for  various  Taxes  and  "  Betterments,"  (!)  a  sum  amounting  to  well 
nigh  Two  Thousand  Dollars.  How  appropriate,  then,  the  diversion  of 
the  produce  of  its  Farm  to  swell  the  display  of  a  rival  association,  which 
not  only  claims  exemption  from  its  just  share  of  the  public  burdens,  but 
also  blocks  the  progress  of  civic  improvement.  Although  this  reproach 
should  perhaps  be  mitigated,  when  it  is  considered  how  much  is  done  by 
prominent  members  and  Trustees  of  our  Society  to  foster  a  competing 
Exhibition.  Without  the  aid  of  professed  Horticulturists,  through  which 
alone  the  tables  of  the  Agricultural  Society  are  kept  poorly  supplied, 
there  would  speedily  be  a  cessation  of  this  ill-advised  attempt  at  rivalry 
in  our  own  especial  province.  But,  whether  a  due  perception  of  their 
obligations  as  Members  of  this  Society  shall  become  fainter,  or  vividly 
revive,  among  our  associates;  whether  a  proper  spirit  of  comity  shall,  or 
not,  actuate  the  councils  and  govern  the  policy  of  other  organizations  ;  it 
nevertheless  remains  for  us,  as  it  lies  palpably  in  our  power,  to  crush  out 
rivalry  by  rendering  its  results  as  pitiful  as  the  spirit  by  which  it  is  in- 
spired. Earnest  and  disinterested  labor  to  "  advance  the  Science  and  en- 
courage and  improve  the  Practice  of  Horticulture,"  will  place  us  beyond 
even  a  panic  fear  of  competition.  As  the  power  to  make  of  our  Society 
what  we  will  lies  in  our  own  hands,  so  there  will  be  but  ourselves  to 
blame  if  propitious  opportunities  are  neglected.  Your  Secretary,  at  all 
events,  will  spare  no  effort  to  stimulate  your  zeal  and  accomplish  your 
resolves. 

In  pursuance  of  their  policy,  announced  to  you  by  the  Committee  of 
Arrangements  through  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  for  1872,  the  number 
of  new,  patented  Tables  has  been  largely  increased.  The  purchase  of 
two  hundred  linear  feet  annually,  for  two  or  three  years  longer,  will 
renew  our  stock,  now  greatly  dilapidated,  to  the  exceeding  convenience 
of  the  Committee  and  without  embarassment  to  the  Treasury. 

The  development  of  the  Floral  Department  of  our  Exhibition  has 
been  such  that  it  appeared  at  first  as  though  another  and  additional  sup- 
ply of  Flower  Stands  would  be  indispensable.  But  it  is  believed  that  a 
readier  and  better  way  of  relief  may  be  found  in  a  reduction  of  the  ex- 
treme allowance  of  stands,  permitted  to  a  contributor  of  Cut  Flowers,  to 
two  (2),  at  most.  Such  limitation  will  afford  ample  margin  for  quantity, 
—  perhaps  more  than  enough  for  excellence. 
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The  discrimination  between  Amateur  and  Professional  Florists,  which 
has  worked  so  successfully  throughout  the  past  Summer,  should  be  estab- 
lished as  a  Rule  for  the  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibitions.  Its  opera- 
tion has  been  so  beneficial,  so  far  as  applied,  that  no  fears  need  be  enter- 
tained from  its  unlimited  extension. 

Attention  is  called  to  an  Exhibition  proposed  to  be  held  on  the  Nine- 
teenth (19th)  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1874.  The  taste  for  Window  Garden- 
ing is  likely  to  become  such  an  auxiliary  of  our  Society  that  is  was  judged 
wise,  by  the  Committee  selected  to  revise*  the  Premium-Schedule,  to  offer 
a  list  of  prizes  for  Bulbs  and  Plants  that  bloom  in  the  Vernal  Season.  If 
Members,  and  the  community  generally,  shall  second  this  effort,  it  may 
be  the  means  of  great  public  utility.  At  worst,  it  will  doubtless  afford  a 
partial  substitute  for  the  Poultry  Show,  hitherto  the  attraction  of  that 
period,  but  more  recently  transposed  to  mid- Winter. 

It  may  also  be  worth  our  while  to  consider  the  expediency  of  assuming 
charge,  in  future,  of  those  Autumnal  Exhibitions  of  Ferneries,  so  credit- 
ably initiated  by  the  Natural  History  Society,  but  which,  abandoned  by 
that  organization,  might  lapse  into  our  hands  naturally  enough.  Admir- 
able facilities  for  such  a  display  will  be  furnished  in  our  new  Kooms.  A 
simultaneous  Show  and  Trial  of  Iiipe  Fruit  would  have  its  advantages. 

At  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Trustees,  instructions  were  given 
to  your  Secretary  to  petition  Congress,  in  behalf  of  this  Society,  for  a 
restoration  of  the  Postal  rates  upon  the  transmission  of  Plants  and  Scions 
by  mail,  as  they  were  in  force  prior  to  the  session  of  1871-2.  The  action  of 
the  Federal  Legislature  in  redress  of  a  wrong,  contrary  to  its  usual  wont, 
was  so  exceeding  prompt  that  the  obnoxious  Statute  was  repealed,  and 
the  yet  more  offensive  "  construction  "  of  the  Post  Office  subverted,  be- 
fore such  Petition  could  be  prepared.  It  may  prove  a  mild  emollient  to 
the  wounded  feelings  of  our  excellent  associate  and  Trustee,  who  keeps 
so  close  watch  and  ward  of  the  material  and  moral  interests  of  Tatnuck, 
but  who,  in  a  moment  of  political  oblivion,  lost  sight  of  his  Butler,  to 
learn  that  for  this  act  of  justice,  gracefully  done  because  done  quickly, 
the  people  are  mainly  indebted  to  the  Kepresentative  from  Essex.  Those 
of  us  who  are  willing  to  accept  our  rights,  at  whosesoever  hands  they  may 
be  vindicated,  feel  at  liberty  to  remonstrate  with  our  associate  for  not  es- 
teeming works  meet  for  thanksgiving  an  adequate  condonation  for  the 
failure  of  political  calculations. 

The  slow  but  sure  advance  of  the  Colorado  Potato  Beetle  fDoryphora 
decemlineataj  toward  our  borders  has  been  carefully  noted  and  often 
chronicled  in  these  Reports.  As  it  was  found,  during  the  past  official  jTear, 
in  Delhi,  Delaware  Co.,  New  York,  our  prospects  are  slight  of  longer  escap- 
ing its  ravages.    Our  fritnds  in  the  Western  States  have  fought  it,  for 
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years  since  its  first  appearance,  with  a  mixture  of  Paris  Green  and  Flour, 
—  the  latter  ingredient  being  combined  to  give  bulk.  It  would  appear  to 
your  Secretary  that  Air-Slaked  Lime  would  answer  such  a  purpose,  and 
at  the  same  time  materially  aid  in  the  work  of  destruction.  Yet  it  may 
be  ineffective  ;  since  almost  everything  has  been  tried,  without  avail  ac- 
cording to  rumor,  with  the  sole  exception  of  Paris  Green.  At  best,  we 
shall  unquestionably  have  ample  opportunity  to  experiment  in  the  pre- 
mises ;  and  to  test  that  tenacity  of  life  which,  in  these  Insect-i^oes,  is 
reputed  to  be  something  marvellous.  And,  should  every  thing  else  fail, 
we  still  have  the  assurance  of  the  Ornithologists  at  the  State  House  that 
their  "  Robin  "  shall  be  with  us  even  unto  the  end  ! 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  Trustees  a  Petition,  duly 
attested  and  under  the  seal  of  the  Corporation,  was  addressed  and  pre- 
sented to  the  General  Court  at  its  recent  protracted  session,  praying  for 
the  concession  of  leave  to  freeholders  to  destroy  Frugiverous  Birds  upon 
their  respective  estates.  As  the  phraseology  of  that  Petition  disturbed 
the  exquisite  sensibilities  of  the  most  exalted  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
your  Secretary,  in  his  own  vindication,  recites  it  verbatim,  that  you  may 
know  at  how  slight  a  touch  the  nerves  of  those  "  Prurient  Prudes  "  are 
wont  to  tingle  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts,  in  Geneial 
Court  assembled  : 

The  Petition  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural 
Society,  a  Corporation  duly  established  by  the  Laws  of  the  Common- 
wealth for  the  '■'purpose  of  advancing  the  Science  and  encouraging  and  im- 
proving the  Practice  of  Horticulture:  " 

Respectfully  represents  and  sets  forth  that,  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
declared  objects  of  their  organization,  the  Members  of  said  Society  ex- 
perience sore  discouragement  and  hindrance  from  the  Statutes  which  have 
been  cunningly  devised  to  protect  all  Birds  from  destruction,  or  even 
diminution,  without  reference  to  their  habits,  and  whether,  or  not,  ferae 
naturae.  And  your  petitioners  aver  that  many  of  the  species  of  Birds, 
thus  carefully  preserved,  are  rapacious  and  wasteful,  —  gluttonous  of 
choice  fruit  which  it  has  cost  time,  patience  and  labor  to  introduce  into 
this  Commonwealth;  and  that  they  in  no  manner,  as  is  hastily  assumed, 
compensate  for  their  mischief  by  the  destruction  of  Noxious  Insects. 
And  your  Petitioners  further  insist,  (challenging  disproof  of  a  fact  so 
well  established  as  to  be  notorious  !)  that  the  devastations  of  Insects 
were  never  so  injurious  to  Fruit,  and  every  form  of  vegetation,  as  during 
the  last  few  years  within  which  Legislation  has  striven,  most  sedulously, 
to  guard  and  prolong  the  worthless  existence  of  everything  that  had 
wings. 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  pray  that  the  Statute,  not  more  futile  in  its 
scope  than  contrary  to  public  policy  in  its  provisions,  may  be  amended  in 
such  wise  as  to  permit  Freeholders  to  destroy,  upon  their  own  premises, 
Frugivorous  Birds. 
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Aud  your  Petitioners  would  further  say  that  they  are  not  especially  so- 
licitous for  what  is  entitled  a  "Hearing"  before  a  Committee  of  your 
Honorable  Bodies,  at  which  their  array  of  indisputable  facts  would  prob- 
ably be  met,  and  possibly  overwhelmed,  by  the  gushing  sap  of  sentimental 
females,  or  the  fluent  gibberish  of  urban  ornithologists,  utterly  uncon- 
scious of  the  obvious  distinction  between  the  Turdus  Miyratorius  and 
any  other  Turdus. 

And  your  Petitioners,  earnestly  desiring  that  the  truth  maybe  elicited, 
from  exact  observation  and  precise  test,  and  not  by  accepting  for  gospel 
the  mawkish  theories  of  moulting  sciolists,  would  further  pray  your  Hon- 
orable Bodies  to  authorize  the  determination,  by  a  Commission  of  com- 
petent and  faithful  men,  of  the  actual  facts  in  the  premises,  to-wit:  If 
Birds,  or  many  species  of  them,  are  not  signally  rapacious  of  Fruit,  "Veg- 
etables, &c;  whether  they  render  any  appreciable  compensation  for  the 
damage  they  do,  by  the  destruction  of  noxious  insects;  but  more  especially, 
(and  upon  this  your  Petitioners  would  lay  exceeding  emphasis,)  should 
it  be  found  that  they  do  consume  Insects,  whether  those  Insects  are  not 
Parasites,  — allies  and  friends  of  Man,  —  never  his  foes? 

So  shall  the  "  Science  and  Practice  of  Horticulture  "  be  at  last  effect- 
ually advanced  and  improved,  and  the  development  of  Borrioboola  Gha  be 
no  longer  arrested  by  the  diversion  of  those  insipid  streams  of  sentiment- 
ality upon  which  her  waste  places  have  been  wont  to  depend  for  irriga- 
tion. For,  and  in  behalf  of,  the  Trustees, 

Edward  Winslow  Lincoln, 
Secretary  of  the  Trustees  and  of  the  Corporation. 

The  language  of  the  Petition  varying  scarcely  a  particle  from  the  terms 
of  that  which  was  received  without  a  murmur  at  the  Session  of  1872, 
your  Secretary  was  puzzled  at  the  time,  and  is  still  at  a  loss,  to  account 
for  the  virtuous  indignation  of  the  Senatorial  Ebenezer.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  his  ideas  had  got  somewhat  mixed  in  the  effort  to  recon- 
cile the  toleration  of  Cider  with  the  pressing  exigencies  of  Party.  Some 
have  imagined  that  his  thin  skin  was  nettled  at  the  explicit  impeachment 
of  his  veracity  by  an  associate  from  Essex.  Other  some  opine  that  he 
may  have  lost  his  head  through  pride  of  success  in  demonstrating  the 
disloyalty  of  Charles  Sumner.  But  an  ex-President  of  our  Society,  whose 
perceptions  are  as  acute  as  his  wit  is  pungent,  finds  a  solution  of  the 
enigma  not  less  plausiole  than  grotesque.  In  his  judgment  the  origin  of 
misconception  is  to  be  sought  in  Latin  cacophony;  and  in  the  private 
grief  of  the  Turdus  Felivox  from  Fitchburg,  at  any  hint,  however  deli- 
cately conveyed,  that  the  difference  between  his  own  peculiar  species  and 
that  of  his  congener,  —  the  Migratorius,  —  would  not  be  perceptible  to 
the  average  Legislative  intellect. 

Recommending  that  you  renew  your  Petition  to  the  General  Court  for 
relief  in  the  premises,  whereof  the  need  was  never  more  evident  nor 
urgent  than  during  the  past  year,  praying  for  such  amendment  of  exist- 
ing Statutes  as  shall  concede  to  freeholders  the  liberty  of  protecting 
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themselves,  effectively,  from  the  depredations  of  Frngivorous  Birds,  (a 
liberty  already  allowed  in  the  case  of  trespass  by  human  beings!)  your 
Secretary  dismisses  the  subject,  concluding  this  Report  with  a  dutiful 
submission  to  that  swarm  of  intellectual  giants  who  crowd  the  State 
House;  whose  name  is  Legion;  and  who  stumble  over  each  other  in  their 
"pious  rasje  "  to  serve  the  Commonwealth — for  a  consideration!  of 
this, — 

Reductio  ad  Absurdum 
In  re  Migra  —  Turdum. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EDWARD  WLNSLOW  LINCOLN, 

Librarian  and  Secretary. 

Horticultural  Hall, 
Nov.  3d,  A.  D.  1873. 
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BY-LAW  S 


OF  THE 

Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society, 


ANNUAL  MEETING 
Article  1.    There  shall  be  an  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  to  be 
held  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  November  of  each  year. 

MEMBEESHIP. 

Article  2.  Any  male  person  may  become  a  Member  of  the  Society 
on  pajnnent  of  the  sum  of  Five  Dollars ;  females  upon  the  payment  of 
Three  Dollars.  Honorary  Members  may  be  admitted  by  vote  of  the 
Society  or  of  the  Trustees,  but  shall  not  have  the  right  to  vote  at  any 
Business-Meeting. 

OFFICEKS. 

Article  3.  The  Officers  of  the  Society  shall  consist  of  a  President, 
three  (3)  Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary  and  Librarian,  and  a  Treasurer — 
(all  of  whom  shall  be  Trustees  ex-officiis) — and  the  Trustees  by  election. 
The  Officers  are  to  be  elected  by  ballot,  to  hold  their  offices  until  the  next 
annual  election,  or  until  others  are  chosen  in  their  places,  and  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 

MEETINGS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 
Article  4.  All  meetings  of  the  Society  shall  be  called  by  giving  not 
less  than  one  (1)  week's  notice  in  at  least  one  newspaper  published  in  the 
City  of  Worcester.  Special  Meetings  of  the  Society  shall  be  called  at  any 
time,  on  the  application  of  five  (5)  members  therefor.  And  at  all  meet- 
ings of  the  Society,  seven  (7)  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business. 
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SECRETARY. 

Article  5.  His  Duties:  The  Secretary  shall  keep  records  of  all 
business  transacted  at  the  meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  the  Trustees, 
and  also  of  the  admission  of  Members,  and  he  shall  call  and  notify  meet- 
ings of  the  Society  and  of  the  Trustees,  and  shall  notify  persons  chosen 
to  office  in  the  Society  of  their  election  and  the  Committees  of  their  ap- 
pointment, and  shall  attend  to  the  correspondence  of  the  Society. 

TREASURER. 

Article  6.  His  Duties  :  The  Treasurer  shall,  at  each  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  Society,  make  a  Report  of  his  Receipts  and  Expenditures  on  ac- 
count of  the  Society,  and  the  condition  of  its  finances,  and  exhibit  his 
accounts.  And  a  Committee  shall  be  annually  appointed  by  the  Trustees 
to  examine  and  audit  his  accounts  and  to  report  thereon.  The  Treasurer 
shall  give  bonds  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Society  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

TRUSTEES. 

Article  7.  Their  Number:  The  Trustees  shall  consist  of  any 
number  not  less  than  twenty-five  (25)  exclusive  of  the  officers,  who  are 
Trustees  ex-officiis — and  the  exact  number  of  Trustees  for  the  year  ensu- 
ing, shall  be  determined  at  each  Annual  Meeting. 

Their  Powers:  The  Trustees  shall  have  the  general  charge  and  di- 
rection of  the  affairs  and  business  of  the  Society,  its  funds  and  property, 
so  far  as  not  otherwise  provided  for  in  the  By-Laws  or  at  the  meetings  of 
the  Society;  and  may  appoint  one  or  more  exhibitions  of  Flowers,  Fruit 
or  Vegetables  in  each  year,  and  make  all  arrangements  therefor  and  for 
conducting  the  same,  including  the  appointment  of  Committees;  and  may 
establish  Premiums  and  provide  for  awarding  the  same,  and  shall  direct 
the  disposal  of  all  articles  of  a  vegetable  growth  which  may  be  presented 
to  the  Society,  including  the  distribution  of  Seeds,  Scions  and  Cuttings, 
Layers  and  Roots. 

Their  Meetings— Quorum:  At  all  meetings  of  the  Trustees  seven 
(7)  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business;  and  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Trustees  may  at  any  time  be  called,  on  the  application  of  three 
(3)  members  of  the  Board  to  the  President  of  the  Society;  and  all  meet- 
ings of  the  Trustees  shall  be  called  by  the  Secretary.  There  shall  be 
stated  meetings  of  the  Trustees,  to  be  held  once  in  three  (3)  months. 
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 
Article  8.  There  shall  be  chosen  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety a  Committee  of  three  (3),  one  member  thereof  to  be  elected  each 
and  every  year,  to  hold  office  for  the  term  of  three  years;  said  Committee, 
subject  to  the  control  and  supervision  of  the  Trustees,  shall  have  the 
general  care  and  oversight  of  the  lands,  buildings  and  other  property  of 
the  Society;  shall  approve  all  bills  against  the  Treasury  before  being  paid 
by  the  Treasurer,  except  money  awarded  for  Premiums,  and  shall  author- 
ize the  Treasurer  to  invest,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society,  in  one  or  more 
of  the  Savings  Banks  of  the  City  of  Worcester,  any  money  not  appropri- 
ated or  necessary  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  Society. 

AMENDMENTS. 
Article  9.  The  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Society,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  (§)  of  the  members  pres- 
ent; provided,  that  previous  notice  shall  have  been  given  in  the  call  for 
the  Annual  Meeting  that  the  subject  of  an  alteration  of  the  By-Laws  is 
to  come  before  the  Society  at  that  meeting. 
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JOHN  MILTON  EARLE 


A  special  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Worcester  County  Horti- 
cultural Society  was  convened  on  Thursday,  February  12th,  at  4  o'clock 
P.  M.,  upon  a  requisition  in  pursuance  of  the  By-Laws,  President  Fran- 
cis in  the  Chair,  who,  upon  calling  the  Board  to  order,  announced  as  the 
occasion  of  their  being  summoned  together  the  recent  decease  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  prominent  Members  of  the  Society.  He  briefly  enumera- 
ted the  reasons  why  they  should  commemorate  the  death  of  John  Mil- 
ton Earle.  Although  not  one  of  the  persons  named  in  the  Act  of  In- 
corporation, he  was  one  of  the  very  oldest  Members  of  the  Society,  and 
for  a  long  time  one  of  its  Officers.  No  one  has  done  as  much  for  Horti- 
culture in  this  City,  and  for  the  Society,  as  Mr.  Earle.  His  precise  knowl- 
edge of  Plants,  Flowers  and  Fruits  surpassed  that  of  any  one  the  President 
had  ever  met,  and  was  obtained  by  long,  close,  and  persistent  study.  We 
can  never  expect  again  to  see  a  man  of  so  much  ability  so  devotedly  at- 
tached to  Horticulture.  His  great  loss  warranted  the  Trustees  in  taking 
serious  and  thoughtful  action  in  commemoration  of  his  death,  and  the 
President  announced  that  he  had  requested  one  of  the  oldest  Members  of 
the  Society,  the  Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  to  prepare  a  set  of  Kesolutions. 

Mr.  Salisbury  being  introduced,  read  the  following: 

Whereas,  our  President,  Dr.  Geo.  E.  Francis,  has  announced,  with  ap- 
propriate and  merited  eulogy,  that  the  Hon.  John  Milton  Earle,  a  Trus- 
tee and  a  distinguished  Member  of  this  Society,  died  on  the  8th  inst.,  at 
the  ripe  age  of  79  years,  9  months  and  25  days,  and  it  is  proper  that  the 
Trustees  should  express  on  their  Becords  their  views  and  feelings  in  re- 
gard to  this  solemn  and  important  event  ; — 
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Resolved,  That  the  death  of  the  Hon.  John  Milton  Earle,  our  associate 
in  this  Board,  is  an  event  that  calls  on  us  to  pause  in  the  hurry  of  life  to 
take  notice  of  his  valuable  labors,  his  instructive  example  and  his  agreea- 
ble co-operation  in  the  trust  committed  to  us. 

Resolved,  That  we  concur  with  our  fellow  citizens  in  the  expressions,  in 
public  and  private,  in  society  and  through  the  press,  that  honor  and  la- 
ment for  our  friend,  as  a  man  of  kind  feelings,  refined  taste,  independent 
judgment  and  cultivated  intellect,  ever  ready  with  the  generous  aid  of 
zealous  and  unpaid  labor  of  his  body  and  mind  to  promote  good  learning, 
pure  morals,  personal  freedom  and  all  institutions  and  movements  that  he 
considered  adapted  to  make  men  wiser,  better  and  happier. 

Resolved,  That  our  duties  here  lead  us  to  remember  with  reverence  and 
gratitude: — 

That  Mr.  Earle  was  the  last  of  the  early  supporters  of  this  Society  who 
continued  his  active  service  without  abatement  to  this  time; — 

That  at  a  meeting  of  this  Board  a  few  days  ago,  he  attended  with  a 
physical  effort  painful  to  witness,  but  his  eye  was  not  dim,  nor  his  natu- 
ral force  abated  for  the  objects  of  his  long  continued  care; — 

That  he  was  the  President  of  the  Society  for  three  years,  and  before 
and  after  he  was  a  member  of  this  Board,  and  in  addition  to  excellent 
Reports,  and  other  service,  he  performed  his  duty  on  the  Committee  of 
Nomenclature  of  Fruits  and  Flowers  with  a  readiness  and  accuracy  that 
few  men  in  the  country  could  equal; — 

And  that  as  an  introducer  of  new  Fruits  and  Flowers  he  was  distin- 
guished, and  as  a  cultivator  he  was  eminently  successful. 

Besolved,  That  while  we  consider  with  sadness  the  loss  of  a  guide,  ex- 
ample, and  friend,  whose  place  in  our  Society  we  see  no  one  prepared  to 
fill,  we  will  thankfully  remember  that  all  is  not  lost  of  his  valuable  labors 
for  this  Society  and  for  the  culture  that  he  so  fondly  loved.  The  good 
he  did  will  live  after  him,  not  only  in  his  own  City  and  County,  but  in  the 
larger  circle  of  those  who  will  be  benefited  by  the  publication  of  his 
writings,  which  were  profitable  to  everybody  but  himself. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  Resolutions  shall  be  transcribed  upon  the 
Records,  and  that  a  copy  of  them  shall  be  presented  by  the  Secretary  to 
the  children  of  Mr.  Earle,  with  the  assurance  of  our  respect  and  our  sym- 
pathy in  their  sorrow. 

Mr.  John  C.  Newton,  arising  to  move  the  adoption  of  the  Resolutions, 
bore  feeling  testimony  to  the  kindly  disposition  of  Mr.  Earle  and  the 
earnest  fidelity  with  which  he  had  discharged  his  duties  in  relation  to  the 
Society. 

Mr.  Obediah  B.  Had  wen,  seconding  the  motion  to  adopt  the  Resolu- 
tions, stated  that  he  had  been  acquainted,  from  childhood,  with  Mr. 
Earle,  to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  whatever  he  knew  of  Horticulture. 
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He  believed  that  the  influence  of  Mr.  Earle  had  extended  throughout  the 
County  to  a  greater  extent  than  that  of  any  other  Horticulturist.  Re- 
ferring to  the  many  prominent  members  of  whom  death  had  deprived  the 
Society,  —  mentioning  "William  Lincoln,  Dr.  John  Green,  Rice,  Butman, 
and  Ripley,  —  he  lamented  that  the  number  should  now  be  augmented 
—  although  in  the  fullness  of  his  time  —  by  the  decease  of  Mr.  Earle. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Cook  spoke  briefly,  feeling  it  his  duty  to  give  testimony  to 
Mr.  Earle's  generous  and  kindly  feeling.  He  referred  to  the  interest 
which  Mr.  Earle  took  in  the  business  which  he  started  here  a  few  years 
ago,  and  expressed  thankfulness  for  the  aid  and  encouragement  which  he 
had  received  from  the  deceased.  The  knowledge  of  plants  and  flowers 
which  Mr.  Earle  possessed  was  remarkable,  amounting  to  a  gift,  when  we 
consider  the  faculty  which  he  had  of  retaining  in  mind  the  forms  and 
colors  of  different  varieties  of  Fruits  and  Flowers. 

Before  putting  the  motion,  the  President  remarked  that  it  was  possible 
to  learn  a  lesson  from  the  causes  which  enabled  Mr.  Earle  to  acquire  such 
varied  and  extensive  information.  The  persistency  and  thoroughness 
with  which  he  studied  were  remarkable,  and  every  department  which  he 
investigated  was  studied  to  its  very  fullest  extent.  The  thorough  study 
of  one  thing  at  a  time  was  another  characteristic  of  the  deceased. 

The  Resolutions  were  then  unanimously  adopted. 

The  following  Resolves,  proposed  by  the  Secretary,  Edward  W.  Lin- 
coln, Esq.,  were  adopted  with  like  agreement : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be  instructed  to  procure, 
if  attainable,  an  accurate  likeness  of  our  late  associate,  John  Milton 
Earle,  and  suspend  the  same  in  Horticultural  Hall. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  including  the  very  ap- 
propriate Resolves  of  the  Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  be  published  in  the 
current  volume  of  "  Transactions." 

And  thereupon  the  meeting  was  dissolved. 
Attest : 

EDWARD  WINSLOW  LINCOLN, 

Secretary. 


OFFICERS  AND  COMMITTEES 

OF  THE 

Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1874. 


PRESIDENT. 

GEORGE  E.  FRANCIS. 


of  Worcester. 


VICE  PRESIDENTS. 

STEPHEN  SALISBURY,  of  Worcester  ; 
of  Worcester  ;    W.  T.  MERRIFIELD, 


O.  B.  HADWEN. 

of  Worcester. 


SECRETARY. 

EDWARD  W^IXSLOW  LINCOLN. 


of  Worcester. 


LIBRARIAN  AND  TREASURER. 

WILLIAM  T.  HARLOW,  of  Worcester. 


TRUSTEES  (BY  ELECTION). 


George  W.  Richardson, 
Isaac  Davis, 
John  Milton  Earle, 
James  F.  Allen, 
Henry  Woodward, 
Philip  L.  Mo  en, 
Charles  Richardson, 
William  T.  Harlow, 
EdwiD  Conant, 
Samuel  A.  Knox, 
Francis  H.  Dewey, 
Stephen  Salisbury,  Jr., 
Samuel  Flagg, 
Horatio  Phelps, 
Stephen  S.  Foster, 
Thomas  M.  Lamb, 
Frank  J.  Kinney, 
Alfred  Davis, 
Emory  Banister, 


Woi 


Worcester 


cester      Alexander  H.  Bullock, 
D.  Waldo  Lincoln, 
I   Edward  Earle, 
Henry  Phelps, 
Nathaniel  Paine, 
John  C.  Newton, 
J.  Henry  Hill, 
James  Draper, 
J.  K.  L.  Pickford, 
Henry  L.  Parker, 
William  H.  Earle, 
William  W.  Cook, 
Paul  Whitin. 
George  Cruickshanks 
Jonathan  Forbush, 
!   Newell  Wood, 
F.  M.  Marble, 

Jos.  C.  Lovell,        West  Boylston 


Whitinsville 

tc 

Bolton 
Millbury 
Grafton 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


O.  B.  Had  wen, 


ON  FINANCE. 

John  C.  Newton, 


Stephen  Salisbury,  Jr. 


ON  LIBRARY  AND  PUBLICATION. 

Edward  W.  Lincoln,  George  E.  Francis,  William  T.  Harlow, 


John  Milton  Earle, 


ON  NOMENCLATURE. 

Samuel  H.  Colton, 


James  F.  Allen. 


ON  ARRANGEMENTS  AND  EXHIBITIONS. 

J.  C.Newton,  Chairman,  O.  B.  Hadwen,  Geo.  E.  Francis,  President, 
Samuel  Flagg,  Heury  Phelps,    Edward  W.  Lincoln,  Sec'y, 

James  Draper,  Alfred  Davis, 


Nos.  5  Oak  and  18  Front  Streets. 


S^p^Tbe  Autumnal  Exhibitions  will  open  at  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  Tues- 
days, September  8th  and  October  6th. 


SCHEDULE  OF  PREMIUMS 

OFFERED  BY  THE 

WORCESTER  COUNTY 

Horticultural  Society, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1874; 


WITH  ITS  LIST  OF  SELECT  FRUITS. 


WORCESTER,  MASS.: 

EDWARD   R.   FISKE   &    CO.,  PRINTERS. 
1874. 


PROSPECTIVE  .PRIZES. 

For  Fruits  originated  within  the  County  of  Worcester,  and  which, 
after  full  trial,  shall  be  decided  equal  in  quality  and  other 
characteristics  to  any  now  extant : 

For  the  best  Seedling  Strawberry,  after  a  trial  of  three  years,        $25  00 

For  the  best  Seedling  Raspberry,  after  a  trial  of  three  years,  re- 
gard being  had  to  hardiness  as  well  as  qualit}-,         .       25  00 

For  the  best  Seedling  Fruit,  after  a  trial  of  three  years,        .         20  00 

Committee.  —  President,  Secretary,  George  Cruickshanks  of  Whitins- 
ville,  Joseph  C.  Lovell  of  West  Boylston,  O.  B.  Hadwen,  James  Draper, 
F.  J.  Kinney  and  William  H.  Earle,  of  Worcester. 


jgi^  Particular  attention  is  called  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations  on  pp. 
12  and  13,  and  especially  to  jSTos.  1  and  14,  respectively;  the  one  defining 
the  limit  of  time  for  entries  of  Vegetables,  and  the  other  requiring  lists 
of  all  entries  to  be  filed  with  the  Secretary. 

Amount  appropriated  for  Premiums  at  the  Exhibitions  in  1874,  $1,500. 


SELECT  FRUITS  RECOMMENDED  BY  THE  SOCIETY. 


APPLES. 

Early.  —  Red  Astrachan,  Sweet  Bough,  Duchess  of  Oldenburg,  Wil- 
liams' Early  Red,  Worcester  Spyf  and  Summer  Pippin  (Sour  Boughf). 

Autumn.  —  Gravenstein,  Mother,  Porter,  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  Hol- 
den  Pippin,  Maiden's  Blush,  Shepard's  Sweet*  and  Leland's  Spice.* 

Winter  and  Spring.  —  Rhode  Island  Greening,  Baldwin,  Tallman 
Sweet,  Roxbury  Russett,  Northern  Spy,  Washington  Royal  and 
Yellow  Belleflower.f 

CHERRIES. 

General  Culture.  —  May  Duke,  Knight's  Early  Black,  Black  Tarta- 
rian, American  Amber,  Downer's  Late,  Black  Eagle,  Elton. 

PEARS. 

Amateur  Culture.  —  Doyenne  d'  Ete,  Dearborn's  Seedling,  Rostiezer, 
St.  Ghislain,  Flemish  Beauty,  Marie  Louise,  Osband's  Summer,  St. 
Michael  Archange,  Glout  Morceau,  Josephine  de  Malines,  Passe 
.    Colmar,  Dana's  Hovey. 

General  or  Market  Culture.  —  Beurre  Giffard,  Beurre  Bosc,  Beurre 
d'  Anjou,  Beurre  Langelier,  Beurre  Clairgeau,  Beurre  Superfin, 
Bartlett,  Belle  Lucrative,  Paradis  d'  Automne,  Seckel,  Louise 
Bonne  de  Jerse3r,  Sheldon,  Onondaga,  Doyenne  Bousock,  Doyenne 
du  Cornice,  Duchesse  d'  Angouleme,  Urbaniste,  Winter  Nelis,"Law- 
rence,  Yicar  of  Winkfield,  Fulton,  Howell. 

Promising  Well.  --Clapp's  Favorite,  Durandeau,  Beurre  Hardy. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  PEARS. 
.    FOR  HOME  USE. 

Best  Five. — Bartlett,  Seckel,  Sheldon,  Urbaniste,  Lawrence. 

Best  Ten.  —  Beurre  Giffard,  Bartlett,  Seckel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey, 
Sheldon,  Beurre  Bosc,  Urbaniste,  Doyenne  du  Cornice,  Beurre 
d'  Anjou,  Lawrence. 

Best  Fifteen.  —  Beurre  Giffard,  Bartlett,  Paradis  d'  Automne,  Seckel, 
Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Sheldon,  Beurre  Bosc,  Duchesse  d'  An- 
gouleme, Beurre  Superfin,  Urbaniste,  Doyenne  du  Cornice,  Beurre 
d'  Anjou,  Lawrence,  Winter  Nelis,  Vicar  of  Winkfield. 


4 


WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY.  [1874. 


Best  Twenty.  —  Beurre  Giffard,  Clapp's  Favorite,  Bartlett,  Paradis 
d'  Automne,  Belle  Lucrative,  Seckel,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Shel- 
don, Beurre  Bosc,  Duchesse  d'  Angouleme,  Beurre  Superfin,  Beurre 
Clairgeau,  Onondaga,  Urbaniste,  Doyenne  du  Cornice,  Beurre  d'  An- 
jou,  Dana's  Hovey,  Lawrence,  Winter  Nelis,  Yicar  of  Winkfield. 

FOR  THE  MARKET. 

Best  Five.  —  Bartlett,  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Duchesse  d'  Angouleme, 

Beurre  d'  Anjou,  Lawrence. 
Best  Ten.  —  Clapp's  Favorite,  Bartlett,  Paradis  d'  Automne,  Seckel 

Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Beurre  Bosc,  Duchesse  d'  Angouleme, 

Beurre  d'  Anjou,  Beurre  Clairgeau,  Lawrence. 

STRAWBERRIES. 
Best  One  Variety.  —  Charles  Downing. 

Best  Three  Varieties.  —  Charles  Downing,  Wilson,  Jucunda. 

Best  Five  Varieties.  —  Charles  Downing,  Wilson,  Jucunda,  Lady 

of  the  Lake,  Kentucky. 
Best  Ten  Varieties.  —  Charles  Downing,  Wilson,  Jucunda,  Lady  of 

the  Lake,  Kentucky,  President  Wilder,  Boyden's  No.  30,  Downer's 

Prolific,  Cutter's  Seedling,  Triomphe  de  Gand. 
Amateur  Varieties.  —  Nicanor,  Napoleon  Third,  Lennig's  White, 

Fillmore,  Scott's  Seedling. 

RASPBERRIES. 
Hardy  Red.  — Clarke,  Philadelphia. 

Half  Hardy  Red.  —  Knevett's  Giant,  Northumberland,  Franconia. 

Light  Colored.  —  Brinckle's  Orange. 

Black  Caps.  —  Davison's  Thornless,  Mammoth  Cluster. 

BLACKBERRIES. 
Wilson's  Early,  Kittatinny,  Dorchester. 

CURRANTS. 

Red.  —  La  Versaillaise,  Cherry,  Red  Dutch. 
White.  —White  Grape,  Dana's  Transparent. 

GRAPES. 

General  Culture.  —  Hartford  Prolific,  Delaware,  Concord,  Massasoit 
(Rogers  No.  3),  Lindley  (Rogers  No.  9),  Rogers  No.  33,  Barry  (Rog- 
ers No.  43),  Salem  (Rogers  No.  53). 

Amateur.  —  Diana. 

Promising  Well.  —Walter,  Eumelan,  Wilder  (Rogers  No.  4). 

•Varieties  recommended  as  "  promising  well." 
tVarieties  recommended  for  "amateur  cultivation. 


COMMITTEE  OF  ARRANGEMENTS  AND  EXHIBITIONS. 


John  C.  Newton,  Chairman.  James  Deafer, 
Samuel  Flagg,  Henry  Phelps, 

O.  B.  Hadwen,  Alfred  Davis. 

George  E.  Francis,  President 
Edward  W.  Lincoln,  Secretary,  Nos.  5  Oak  and  18  Front  Streets, 

Worcester. 


The  Autumnal  Exhibitions  commence  Tuesday  evenings,  September 
8th  and  October  6th,  at  6  P.  M.,  and  close  Thursday  evenings,  September 
10th  and  October  8th,  at  9  P.  M. 


COMMITTEES  OF  AWARD. 

APPLES.  —  William  T.  Harlow,  Chairman;  James  F.  Allen,  O.  B. 
Hadwen,  Samuel  H.  Colton,  Samuel  A.  Knox,  Sylvanus  Sears,  J.  K. 
L.  Pickford,  of  Worcester;  Cyrus  White,  Henry  Marble,  of  Millbury; 
and  Isaac  B.  Hartwell,  of  Oxford. 

GRAPES,  PEACHES,  &c— William  H.  Earle,  Chairman;  T.  M. 
Lamb,  W.  W.  Cook,  Horatio  Phelps,  Thomas  A.  Dawson,  of  Worces- 
ter; Paul  Whitin,  George  Cruickshanks,  of  Whitinsville  ;  F.  M.  Mar- 
ble, of  Grafton;  and  Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston. 

PEARS.  —  Henry  L.  Parker,  Chairman;  Henry  Phelps,  John  C- 
Newton,  James  Draper,  S.  Harrison  Knox,  Alfred  Davis,  of  Wor- 
cester; Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury;  and  John  F.  Johnson,  of  North-- 
borough.  * 

PLANTS.  FLOWERS,  &c.  —  Samuel  Flagg,  Chairman;  George  E. 

Francis,  James  L.  Burbank,  Charles  Madaus,  Clarendon  flarris,  D. 

S.  Messinger,  Henry  Woodward,  and  Lyman  J.  Taft,  of  Worcester. 
VEGETABLES. —  Alexander  Marsh/ Chairman;  Thomas  R.  Nor- 

cross,  J.  D.  Lovell,  O.  L.  Hatch,  Rufus  Carter,  Daniel  Bemis,  Chas. 

Belcher,  George  G.  Burbank,  and  Wm.  H.  Hackett,  of  Worcester. 

fgl23  The  Committees  will  meet  at  7£  o'clock  on  the  evenings  of  Tues- 
day, September  6th  and  October  8th,  being  the  opening  evenings  of  each 
Exhibition. 


SUMMEE  EXHIBITIONS. 


The  Opening  Exhibition  of  the  Summer  Season  will  be  held  in  the 
Hall  of  Flora,  on  Thursday,  the  11th  day  of  June,  from  3  to  5  o'clock, 
P.  M. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

1st.  All  named  varieties  of  plants  or  flowers  exhibited  for  premium 
must  have  the  name  legibly  and  correctly  written  on  stiff  card,  wood  or 
some  other  permanent  substance;  and  each  separate  plant  or  flower  must 
have  its  name  attached. 

2d.  Detailed  reports  of  exhibitions  cannot  be  expected  unless  a  written 
list  is  handed  to  the  Secretary. 

3d.  The  Committees  will  not  feel  themselves  obliged  to  award  the 
premiums  merely  because  plants  and  flowers  are  exhibited  in  competi- 
tion; and  unless  they  possess  decided  marks  of  superiority,  premiums  will 
be  withheld. 

4th.  All  exhibitors  not  strictly  complying  with  the  above  rules  will  be 
excluded  from  competition  for  premium.  Attention  is  also  called  to  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Society. 


HARDY  PLANTS  AND  SHRUBS. 

For  the  best  display  of  named  varieties  $8  00 

For  the  second  best   5  00 

For  the  third  best  '   3  00 

On  THURSDAY,  P.M.,  June  18th. 

CUT  FLOWERS 

For  the  best  display   $5  00 

For  the  second  best    3  00 ' 


ROSE  EXHIBITION. 
The  Annual  Rose  Exhibition  will  be  held  in  the  Hall  of  Flora, 
on  Thursday,  the  25th  day  of  June,  commencing  at  3  P.  M.,  and  closing 
at  5  P.  M. 
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All  articles  for  competition  must  be  entered  with  the  Secretary,  and  be 
placed  on  the  tables,  before  1  o'clock,  P.  M. 


ROSES. 

For  the  best  general-  display  of  named  varieties  $8  00 

For  the  second  best   5  00 

For  the  third  best   3  00 

For  the  best  arranged  vase   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

CUT  FLOWERS. 

For  the  best  collection  $6  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 

GREEN  HOUSE  PLANTS. 

For  the  best  collection  of  named  specimens  $8  00 

For  the  second  best   6  00 

For  the  third  best   4  00 


TO  FLORISTS.  — Special. 
On  each  successive  Thursday,  viz.: 

July  2d,  August  6th, 

July  9th,  August  13th, 

July  16th,  August  20th, 

July  23d,  August  27th, 

July  30th,  September  3d, 

Premiums  of  three  dollars  ($3.00)  and  two  dollars  ($2.00),  respectively,  will 
be  offered  for  the  best  and  next  best  Two  Stands  of  Cut  Flowers. 

To  Amateurs.  —  At  each  of  such  exhibitions  a  premium  of  two  dol- 
lars ($2.00)  and  one  dollar  ($1.00)  will  also  be  offered  for  the  best  and 
second  best  Stands  of  Cut  Flowers,  grown  by  amateurs. 

[Gratuities  will  also  be  awarded  for  collections  of  Native  Flowers,  in 
their  season,  and  for  such  other  articles  as  may  appear  to  merit  pecuniary 
encouragement.  The  Trustees  have  made  liberal  appropriations,  and  the 
Committee  on  Exhibitions  are  resolved  that  the  reproach  of  meagre  dis- 
plays, or  none  at  all,  shall  not  attach  to  themselves,  but  to  those  florists 
who  neglect  their  opportunities.  E.  w.*L.] 


\ 


PEEMIUMS  EOE  FEUITS  DUEING  THE  SEASON. 


g^p3  The  Season  is  understood  to  extend  from  the  opening  in  June  to 
the  Autumnal  Exhibition  in  September,  during  which  there  will  be  an 
Exhibition  every  Thursday,  and  premiums  wijl  be  awarded  as  enumerated 
in  the  Schedule. 

AT  THE  KOSE  SHOW— On  Thursday,  June  25th, 
Entries  must  be  made  with  the  Secretary,  and  the  articles  be  upon  the 
tables,  before  1  o'clock,  P.  M. 

No  person  can  compete  for  more  than  one  premium  with  the  same  spe- 
cies of  Berry  or  varieties  of  Emit,  except  that  a  single  dish  may  be  the 
same  as  in  a  collection.  All  Small  Fruits  must  be  displayed  in  quart 
boxes. 

STRAWBERRIES. 

CLASS  1.  —  Eor  the  best  collection  of  five  (5)  varieties  named, 
one  quart  of  each,  the  varieties  being  restricted  to 


the  Society's  list  of  the  "Best  Ten  "   $8  00 

For  the  second  best  do   5  00 

Eor  the  third  best  do   3  00 

CLASS  2.  —  For  the  best  two  quarts  of  Agriculturist  . .-.   2  00 

For  the  best  one  quart  of  Agriculturist   1  00 

For  the  best  one  quart  of  Boyden  No.  30   1  00 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  Charles  Downing   2  00 

For  the  best  one  quart  of  Charles  Downing   1  00 

For  the  best  one  quart  of  Downer's  Prolific   1  00 

For  the  best  one  quart  of  Ida   1  00 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  Jucunda   2  00 

For  the  best  one  quart  of  Jucunda   1  00 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  Kentucky   2  00 

•    For  the  best  one  quart  of  Kentucky   1  00 

For  the  best  one  quart  of  Lady  of  the  Lake   1  00 

For  the  best  one  quart  of  President  Wilder   1  00 
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For  the  best  two  quarts  of  Triomphe  de  Gand   2  00 

For  the  best  one  quart  of  Triomphe  de  Gand   1  00 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  Wilson   2  00 

For  the  best  one  quart  of  Wilson   1  00 

On  THURSDAY,  JULY  2d. 

CHERRIES. 

For  the  best  four  named  varieties  of  one  quart  each   $4  00 

For  the  second  best  four  named  varieties  of  one  quart  each  ...  2  00 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  Black  Tartarian   2  00 

For  the  second  best  two  quarts  of  Black  Tartarian   1  00 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  any  other  named  variety   2  00 

For  the  second  best  two  quarts  of  any  other  named  variety  ...  1  00 

On  THURSDAY,  JULY  9th. 

CURRANTS. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  varieties,  one  quart 

each   $5  00 

For  the  second  best  ?is  above   3  00 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  La  Yersaillaise    2  00 

For  the  best  one  quart  of  La  Yersaillaise   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  any  other  Red  variety   1  00 

<  For  the  best  quart  of  any  White  variety   1  00 

On  THURSDAY,  JULY  16th. 

RASPBERRIES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  named  varieties,  of  one 

quart  each   $6  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  Brinckle's  Orange   2  00 

For  the  second  best  two  quarts  of  Brinckle's  Orange   1  00 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  Northumberland   2  00 

For  the  second  best  two  quarts  of  Northumberland   1  00 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  Hudson  River  Antwerp   2  00 

For  the  second  best  two  quarts  of  Hudson  River  Antwerp   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Clarke  .   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Franconia   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Knevett's  Giant   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Philadelphia   1  00 

black:  caps. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  varieties   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 
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On  THURSDAY,  JULY  23d. 

BLACKBERRIES. 

For  the  be^t  collection  of  not  less  than  four  varieties,  of  one  quart 

each   $4  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  WilsoD   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Kittatinny   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Dorchester   1  00 

RASPBERRIES. 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  any  named  variety. . .  •   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

On  THURSDAY,  JULY  30th. 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Doyenne  d'  Ete   $1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety   1  00 

POTATOES. 

For  the  best  peck   1  00 

TOMATOES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  (open  culture)   2  00 

For  the  second  best  (open  culture)   1  00  . 

On  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  6th. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  any  named  variety   $2  00 

For  the  second  best  ten  specimens  of  any  named  variety   1  00 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Beurre  Giffard   $2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  named  variety   1  00 

On  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  13th. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  Early  Sweet  Bough  $1  00 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  William's  Early  Red   10  0 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  Red  Astrachan   2  00 

For  the  second  best  ten  specimens  of  Red  Astrachan   1  00 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  Rostiezer   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  named  variety   1  00 
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On  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  20th. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  varieties,  of  ten  speci- 


mens each   $4  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Clapp's  Favorite   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  named  variety  S   1  00 

On  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  27th. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  any  named  variety   $1  00 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  any  other  named  variety   1  00 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Clapp's  Favorite   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

PEACHES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Crawford's  Early   2  00 

VEGETABLES. 

For  the  best  twelve  Tomatoes   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

On  THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  3d. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  any  named  variety   $2  00 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  any  other  named  variety   1  00 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Ctapp's  Favorite   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Bartlett   2  00 

For  the  second  best  '.   1  00 

PEACHES. 

For  the  best  dish  of  twelve  specimens   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 


AUTUMNAL  EXHIBITIONS. 


The  Society  will  hold  Two  General  Exhibitions  during  the  Au- 
tumn of  A.  D.  1874,  in  its  own  Halls,  on  Front  Street,  in  the  City  of  Wor- 
cester. 

The  First  Exhibition  will  commence  on  Tuesday,  September«§th,  at 
6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  close  on  Thursday,  Sept.  10th,  at  9  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Second  Exhibition  will  commence  on  Tuesday,  October  6th,  at  6 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  close  on  Thursday,  October  8th,  at  9  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Exhibitors  are  notified  that  strict  conformity  to  the  Eegulations 
and  Rules  will  be  expected  and  required,  for  their  own  benefit  as  well  as 
for  the  convenience  of  the  Officers  of  the  Society. 

KULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

1.  Articles  offered  for  premium  at  the  Autumnal  Exhibitions 
must  be  in  the  Halls  and  entered  with  the  Secretary  before  six  (6)  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  of  the  opening  days  of  the  Exhibitions;  Provided,  that  all  entries 
of  Vegetables  for  the  Second  Exbibition  must  be  made  with  the  Secretary 
before  the  3d  day  of  October. 

2.  Competition  for  premiums  is  open  to  all;  but  a  discount  of  one- 
third  of  the  amount  will  be  made  from  the  awards  to  persons  who  are  not 
Members  of  the  Society;  and  it  is  strictly  required  that  all  specimens  of- 
fered for  premiums  shall  have  been  grown  by  the  competitors. 

3.  After  the  articles  are  arranged  they  will  be  under  the  exclusive 
charge  of  the  Committees,  and  not  even  the  owners  will  have  the  liberty 
to  remove  them,  until  the  Exhibition  is  closed,  when  they  will  be  delivered 
as  the  contributors  may  direct. 

4.  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  more  than  one  premium  for 
the  same  specimen  of  fruit  or  vegetable.  And  no  article  for  which  a  pre- 
mium has  been  once  awarded  can  receive  another  during  the  season.  Nor 
shall  any  transfer  be  allowed,  from  one  class  to  another,  of  an  article  once 
entered  upon  the  books  of  the  Secretary. 
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5.  No  variety  of  which  specimens  have  been  entered  in  a  class  or  col- 
lection shall  be  repeated  in  any  other  collection  or  class;  but  specimens  of 
that  variety  may  be  duplicated  among  the  single  plates. 

6.  All  Fruits  offered  for  premium  must  be  composed  of  exactly  the 
number  or  quantity  of  specimens  named  in  the  Schedule,  the  several 
Committees  being  instructed  to  remove  all  excess  or  exclude  for  defi- 
ciency; each  variety  being  designated  by  name. 

7.  All  articles  offered  for  premiums  must  be  correctly  named.  Indefi- 
nite appellations,  such  as  "  Pippin,"  "Sweeting,"  "  Greening,"  etc.,  will 
not  be  considered  as  names. 

8.  No  Flowers,  Fruits  or  Vegetables  will  be  entitled  to  a  premium 
unless  they  possess  points  of  superiority;  and  the  Committees  are  strictly 
required  to  withhold  premiums  if,  in  their  opinion,  the  articles  exhibited 
do  not  merit  them. 

9.  Competitors  will  be  required  to  furnish  information  as  to  their 
mode  of  cultivation,  and  to  present  specimens  for  trial  and  examination 
if  requested. 

10.  All  premiums  that  are  not  claimed  within  three  months  after  the 
Autumnal  Exhibitions  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  Society. 

11.  The  awards  of  the  premiums  will  be  made  known  as  soon  as  the 
premium  cards  can  be  filled  out  and  placed  upon  the  tables. 

12.  Admission  to  the  Autumnal  Exhibitions,  for  those  who  are  not 
Members  of  the  Society,  25  cents;  children  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  10 
cents;  season  tickets,  50  cents. 

13.  At  the  close  of  each  Exhibition  the  Fruit,  Vegetables,  &c.  belong- 
ing to  the  Society  will  be  sold,  and  all  specimens  which  are  not  claimed 
at  that  time  will  be  considered  as  given  to*  the  Society,  and  will  be  sold 
for  its  benefit. 

14.  Contributors  will  be  required  to  furnish  the  Secretary  with  a  list  of 
their  articles,  specifying  the  precise  Class  in  which  they  would  compete. 

15.  "  Downing's  Fruits  of  America,"  revised  edition,  will  guide  the 
Committees  in  their  decisions  upon  matters  at  isssue. 

^gt^  Special  Notice. —  The  several  Committees  will  meet  at  7:30 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  the  opening  evening  of  each  Exhibition,  to  make  their 
awards. 
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[1874. 


PREMIUMS. 


SEPTEMBER  EXHIBITION. 


APPLES. 

Committee  — Wm.  T.  Harlow,  Chairman,  James  F.  Allen,  O.  B.  Had- 
wen,  Samuel  H.  Colton,  Samuel  A.  Knox,  J.  K.  L.  Pickford,  Sylvanus 
Sears,  of  Worcester;  Cyrus  White,  Henry  Marble,  of  Millbury;  and  Isaac 


B.  Hartweil,  of  Oxford. 
CLASS  1.— 

For  the  best  six  named  varieties  of  ten  specimens  each   $6  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

.  For  the  third  best   2  00 

CLASS  2.  — (Single  Plates.)  — 

For  the  best  ten  Astrachan  (Red)   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Duchess  of  Oldenburg   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Golden  Sweet   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Gravenstein   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Holden  Pippin   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Maiden's  Blush   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Porter   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Sheppard's  Sweet   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Sweet  Bough  (Early)   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Williams'  Early  Bed   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Washington  Strawberry   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  of  any  other  sort   2  00 
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GKAPES,  PEACHES,  &c. 

Committee. — William  H.  Earle,  Chairman;  Thomas  M.  Lamb,  W.  W. 
Cook,  Horatio  Phelps,  Thomas  A.  Dawson,  of  Worcester;  Paul  Whitin, 
George  Cruickshanks,  of  Whitinsville;  P.  M.  Marble,  of  Gro.fton;  and 


Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston. 

GRAPES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  exceeding  eight  named  varieties, 

grown  under  glass,  two  clusters  of  each  variety  $12  00 

For  the  second  best   9  00 

For  the  third  best   6  CO 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  Black  Hamburg   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  other  Black  Grape    2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  White  Muscat   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  other  variety  of  White   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  four  ripe  clusters  of  any  early  native  variety  of 

out-door  Grape   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

PEACHES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  six  varieties,  not  less  than  ten  speci- 
mens each   8  00 

For  the  second  best   5  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 

For  the  best  three  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  best  one  variety  of  twelve  specimens   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

PLUMS. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  named  varieties  . .  5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  best  three  varieties   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  single  plate   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 
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PEAES. 

Committee.  —  Henry  L.  Parker,  Chairman;  Henry  Phelps,  John  C. 
Newton,  James  Draper,  S.  Harrison  Knox,  Alfred  Davis,  of  Worcester; 
Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury;  and  John  F.  Johnson,  of  Northborouyh. 
CLASS  1.— 

For  the  best  five  named  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  in 

season   $6  00 

For  the  second  best,  in  season   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  in  season   2  00 

CLASS  2.  —  (Single  Plates.)  — 

For  the  best  twelve  Bartlett   4  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Belle  Lucrative   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Clapp's  Favorite   4  00 

For  the  second  best  twelve   2  00 

For  the  third  best  twelve   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Dearborn's  Seedling   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Doyenne  Boussock   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Flemish  Beauty   3  00 

For  the  second  best  twelve   2  00 

For  the  third  best  twelve  :  1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Howell   2  00 

For  the  second  best  twelve   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Paradis  d' Automne   2  00 

For  the  second  best  twelve   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  St.  Ghislain  ,   2  00 

For  the  second  best  twelve   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Washington   2  00 

For  the  second  best  twelve .  . . '.   1  00 

CLASS  3.— (New  Pears.)— 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  de  P  Asscmption   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Souvenir  du  Congres   2  00 


PLANTS,  FLOWERS,  &c. 

Committee. — Samuel  Flagg,  Chairman  ;  George  E.  Francis,  James  L. 
Burbank,  Charles  Madaus,  Clarendon  Harris,  David  S.  Messinger,  Henry 
Woodward  and  Henry  L.  Shumway  of  Worcester. 
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[Rule  :    All  Pot-Plants  shall  have  been  grown  in  the  Pots  in  which 
they  are  exhibited.] 
ASTERS.  — 

For  the  best  display   4  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 

For  the  fourth  best   1  00 

BASKET.  —  (Hanging.)  — 

For  the  best,  grown  at  least  one  month  in  the  basket,  (out  doors)  3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

BOUQUETS.  —  (Hand.)  — 

For  the  best  pair   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

BOUQUETS.  —  (Parlor.)  — 

For  the  best  pair   4  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   100 

DAHLIAS.  —  Class  1.  — 

For  the  best  twelve  named  varieties    3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

Class  2.  — 

For  the  best  twelve  liliputian  varieties    3  00 

DESIGN.  —  (Floral  )  — 

For  the  best    6  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

FLOWERS.  —  (Cut.)    [Variety  and  arrangement  will  be  consid- 
ered as  well  as  rarity  and  quantity.] 
For  the  best  Collection,  and  best  kept  during  the  Exhibition, 

of  not  less  than  two,  nor  exceeding  five  stands   6  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

For  the  third  best  "   2  00 

Fer  the  best  stand   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  CO 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  arranged  Basket  or  Dish   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

GLADIOLUS.  — 

For  the  best  Collection,  named  or  unnamed  varieties,  from  any 

source   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 
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Class  1. 

For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

Class  2. 

For  the  best  ten  named  varieties   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  specimen  spike   1  00 

For  the  best.seedling   1  00 

•PANSIES.— 

For  the  best  display   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

PINKS.  —  (China.)  — 

For  the  best  Display   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

PETUNIAS.  — 

For  the  best  Display   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

SCABIOSA.  — 

For  the  best  Display,  not  less  than  three  colors   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

SWEET  PEAS.  — 

For  the  best  Display   2  00 

VERBENAS.  — 

For  the  best  Display   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  display  of  seedlings   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

ZINNIAS.  — 

For  the  best  Display   2  00 
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VEGETABLES. 

All  entries  in  this  Department  must  be  made  with  the  Secretary, 
on  or  before  the  Fifth  (oth)  day  of  September.  And  all  articles  exhibited 
for  Premiums,  must  be  in  Hall  of  Ceres,  by  G  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  Tues- 
day, the  eighth  (8th)  day  of  September. 

Committee  : — Alexander  Marsh,  Chairman  ;  Thomas  E.  Norcross, 
John  D.  Lovell,  Rufus  Carter,  O.  L.  Hatch,  Charles  Belcher,  William  H.  • 


Hackett  and  Daniel  Bemis,  of  Worcester. 
MELONS.  — 

For  the  best  two  "Water   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  Green  Flesh,  three  specimens   2  00 

For  the  best  Yellow  Flesh,  three  specimens   2  00 

TOMATOES.  — 

For  the  best  collection,  not  less  than  six  varieties  and  not  less 

than  twelve  of  each  variety   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  Boston  Market   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Lester   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Tilden   2  00 

t    For  the  best  twelve  Trophy   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  named  variety   2  00 
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OCTOBER  EXHIBITION. 


APPLES. 

Committee.  —  William  T.  Harlow,  Chairman  ;  James  F.  Allen,  O.  B. 
Hadwen,  Samuel  H.  Colton,  Samuel  A.  Knox,  J.  K.  L.  Pickford,  Sylvanus 
Sears,  of  Worcester  ;  Cyrus  White,  Henry  Marble,  of  Millhury;  and  Isaac 
B.  Hartwell,  of  Oxford. 
CLASS  1.— 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  nor  more 

than  thirty  varieties,  ten  specimens  of  each  variety  .  $15  00 


For  the  second  best   12  00 

For  the  third  best   9  00 

CLASS  2.— 

For  the  best  twenty  named  varieties,  of  ten  specimens  each  . .  12  00 

For  the  second  best   9  00 

For  the  third  best   6  00 

CLASS  3.  — 

For  the  best  twelve  named  varieties,  of  t.en  specimens  each. . .  10  00 

For  the  second  best  ,   7  00 

For  the  third  best   4  00 

CLASS  4:  — 

For  the  best  six  named  varieties,  of  ten  specimens  each   6  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 

CLASS  5.— 

For  the  best  three  named  varieties,  of  ten  specimens  each  ....  4  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 

CLASS  6.— 

For  the  best  collection,  of  not  less  than  four  new  varieties,  not 

previously  exhibited   5  00 

For  the  next  best   3  00 
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CLASS  7.  —  (Single  Plates.)  — 

For  the  best  ten  Baldwin   8  00 

For  the  best  ten  Cogswell   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Holden  Pippin   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Ilubbardston  Nonesuch   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Leicester  Sweet   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Mother   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Northern  Spy   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Washington  Eoyal   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Peck's  Pleasant  !  2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Porter    2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Rhode  Island  Greening    2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Roxbury  Russett   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Sheppard's  Sweet   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Tallman's  Sweet   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Sweet  Apples  of  any  other  variety  than  here 

named   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Williams'  Early  Red   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Twenty  Ounce   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Washington  Strawberry   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  of  any  other  sort  .   2  00 


GKAPES,  QUINCES,  &e. 

Committee.  —  William  H.  Earle,  Chairman ;  Thomas  M.  Lamb,  W. 
W.  Cooke,  Horatio  Phelps,  Thomas  A.  Dawson,  of  Worcester  ;  Paul 
Whitin  and  George  Cruickshanks  of  Whitinsville  ;  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Graf- 
ton ;  and  Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston. 

GRAPES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  well-ripened  out-door  grapes,  not  less 
than  six  nor  exceeding  fifteen  named  varieties,  of  four 


clusters  each   8  00 

For  the  second  best   5  00 

For  the  third  best   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Concord   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Croton   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Delaware   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Diana   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Eumelan   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Hartford  Prolific   3  00 
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For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Iona   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Israella   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Martha   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Kogers  No.  3,  (Massasoit)   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Eogers  No.  4,  (Wilder)   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Eogers  No.  7   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Eogers  No.  9,  (Lindley)   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Eogers  No.  15,  (Agawam)   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Eogers  No.  19,  (Merrimac)   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Eogers  No.  43,  (Barry)   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Salem   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Senasqua   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Walter   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Worden's  Seedling   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  any  other  variety  of  superior 

quality    3  00 

QUINCES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  three  varieties   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Orange  Quinces   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

CANNED  FEUITS.— 

For  the  largest  and  best  collection   8  00 

For  the  second  best   6  00 

For  the  third  best   4  00 


[Samples  must  be  furnished  for  actual  test.  Appearance  and 
quality  both  will  be  regarded  in  making  up  awards.] 


PEAES. 

Committee.  —  Henry  L.  Parker,  Chairman ;  Henry  Phelps,  John  C. 
Newton,  James  Draper,  Alfred  Davis,  S.  Harrison  Knox,  of  Worcester  ; 
Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury  ;  and  John  F.  Johnson,  of  NortliborougK. 
CLASS  1.— 

For  the  best  fifteen  (15)  named  varieties  of  twelve  specimens 
each,  the  varieties  being  restricted  to  those  classified 

among  the  single  plates  $20  00 

For  the  second  best   15  00 
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For  the  third  best   10  00 

For  the  fourth  best   5  0J 

CLASS  2.  —  (Single  Plates.)  — 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Bosc  (on  one  plate)   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Clairgeau   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  d'  Anjou   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Diel   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Hardy   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Langelier   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Superfm   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Dix   2  00 

For  the  best -twelve  Doyenne  du  Cornice   5  00 

For  the  second  best  '   3  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Duchesse  d'  Angouleme   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Durandeau   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Glout  Morceau   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Howell   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Josephine  de  Malines   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Lawrence   5  CO 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   100 

For  the  best  twelve  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey   5  00 

For  the  second  best'   3  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Marie  Louise   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 
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For  the  best  twelve  Mt.  Vernon   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Onondaga   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Seckel   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Sheldon   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  St.  Michel   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  St.  Michel  Arcbange   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  TJrbaniste   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Yicar  of  Winkfield   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Winter  Nelis   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

CLASS  3.  (New  Pears.) 

For  the  best  twelve  Souvenir  du  Congres   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Brockworth  Park   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Duchesse  de  Bordeaux   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Dr.  Reeder    2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Helene  Gregoire   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Huj-she's  Prince  Consort   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Butter   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Emile  d'  Heyst   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  St.  Crispin   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Doyenne  Hovey   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Souvenir  d'  Esperen  : . .  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Gen.  Todleben   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Due  de  Bordeaux    2  00 
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PLANTS,  FLOWERS,  &c. 

Committee.  —  Samuel  Flagg,  Chairman;  George  E.  Francis,  James  L. 
Burbank,  Charles  Madaus,  Clarendon  Harris,  David  S.  Messinger,  Henry 
Woodward,  and  Henry  L.  Shumway,  of  Worcester. 

[Rule:  All  Pot-Plants  shall  have  been  grown  in  the  Pots  in  which 
they  are  exhibited.] 


STOVE  AND  GREENHOUSE  PLANTS. 

PLANTS  WITH  ORNAMENTAL  FOLIAGE.  — 

For  the  best  twelve  $20  00 

For  the  second  best   12  00 

For  the  best  six   10  00 

For  the  second  best   5  00 

For  the  best  single   3  00 

For  the  second  best.  :   1  00 

PLANTS  IN  BLOOM.  — 

For  the  best  six   15  00 

For  the  second  best   10  00 

For  the  third  best   5  00 

For  the  best  single   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

RARE  AND  NEW  PLANTS.  — 

For  the  best  collection   8  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

FERNS  AND  LYCOPODS.  — 

For  the  best  collection   10  00 

For  the  second  best   5  00 

HANGING  BASKET.  — 

For  the  best,  grown  at  least  one  month  in  the  basket   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

PARLOR  PLANTS  IN  POTS.  —  (From  Amateurs.)  — . 

For  the  best  collection,  not  exceeding  twelve  varieties   6  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 

SINGLE  PLANT.  — 

For  the  best   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

4 
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FEBNEBY  OE  WABDIAN  CASE,  from  any  source.  — 

For  the  best   6  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 

CUT  FLOWERS. — [Variety  and  arrangement  will  be  considered 
as  well  as  rarity  and  quantity.] 
For  the  best  Collection  and  best  kept  during  the  exhibition,  of 

not  less  than  two,  nor  exceeding  five  stands   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  Stand   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  arranged  Basket  or  Dish   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

CHINA  PINKS.  — 

For  the  best  display   2  00 

IMMORTELLES.  — 

For  the  best  collection  of  named  varieties   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

OBNAMENTAL  GRASSES.  — 

For  the  best  display   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

PANSIES.— 

For  the  best  display   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

VEBBENAS.  — 

For  the  best  display   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  display  of  seedlings   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 


special  premium. — (Offered  by  the  President.) 
For  the  best  two  plants  of  Zonale  Geraniums,  single  or  double,  of  any 
color,  in  bloom, — to  be  awarded  by  George  Cruickshanks, — a  Cup,  valued 
at  $10.00,  the  name  of  the  contributor  not  to  be  attached  to  the  plants. 
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VEGETABLES. 

8^"  All  entries  in  this  Department  must  be  made  with  the  Secretary, 
before  the  third  (3d)  day  of  October.  And  all  Vegetables  exhibited  for 
Premiums,  must  be  in  their  proper  Hall,  by  6  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  Tuesday, 
the  sixth  day  of  October. 

Committee.  —  Alexander  Marsh,  Chairman;  Thomas  K.  Norcross,  J. 
D.  Lovell,  O.  L  Hatch,  Rufus  Carter,  Daniel  Bemis,  Charles  Belcher, 


and  William  H.  Hackett,  of  Worcester. 
CLASS  1.— 

For  the  best  Collection  of  Vegetables  $20  00 

For  the  second  best   15  00 

For  the  third  best   10  00 

The  Collection  of  Vegetables  must  consist  of  the  following: 

Beans,  4  varieties.  Egg  Plant,  1  varieties. 

Beets,  4      "  Onions,  2  " 

Cabbage,         4      "  Parsneps,  2  " 

Carrots,  2      "  Peppers,  2  " 

Cauliflowers,    1       '*  Potatoes,  4  " 

Celery,  '  1       "  Pumpkins,  2  " 

Corn,  3      "  Squashes,  4  " 

Turnips,  3  " 

special  competition:  [Open  only  to  the  "Worcester  City  Farm  and  the 
State  Lunatic  Hospital.] 

For  the  best  general  Collection  of  Vegetables   12  00 

For  the  second  best   8  00 

CLASS  2.  — Beets. 

For  the  best  twelve  Long  Blood   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Early  Bassano   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Egyptian   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Sugar   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Turnip   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Mangold  Wurtzel   2  00 

CABBAGES.  — 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  five  varieties   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  best  three  Large  Flat  Brunswick   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   2  00 


28  WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY.  [1874. 

For  the  best  three  Drumhead   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen  Drumhead,  weight  not  less 

than  30  lbs   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Drumhead  Savoy   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Early  Sweinfurth   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Ked   2  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Savoy   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   2  00 

CAKEOTS.  — 

For  the  best  twelve  Early  Horn  or  Short  Scarlet   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Long  Orange   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Ked   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  White   2  00 

CAULIFLOWERS.  — 

For  the  best  three  specimens   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   1  00 

CELERY.  — 

For  the  best  six  roots   4  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

CORN.— 

For  the  best  collection  of  Sweet,  not  less  than  five  varieties . .  5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  ears  of  Sweet   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  Yellow  or  Field,  of  twenty  ears  traced   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

CRANBERRIES.  — 

For  the  best  peck   1  00 

EGG  PLANT.  — 

For  the  best  four  specimens   1  00 

HORSE  RADISH.— 

For  the  best  six  roots   1  00 

ONIONS.  — 

For  the  best  four  varieties,  a  half  peck  of  each   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  Red   1  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  Silver  Skin   1  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  White  Portugal   2  00 
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PARSNEPS.  — 

For  the  best  twelve  Guernsey   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Hollow  Crown   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Student   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Short   2  00 

POTATOES.  — 

For  the  best  ten  named  varieties,  a  half  peck  of  each   12  00 

For  the  second  best   8  00 

For  the  third  best   4  00 

PUMPKINS.  — 

For  the  best  three,  weight  not  less  than  20  lbs.  each   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

PEPPERS.  — 

For  the  best  half  peck   1  00 

SALSIFY.  — 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens   100 

SQUASHES.  — 

For  the  best  three  pure  Crookneck   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Canada  Crookneck   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Hubbard   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Mammoth   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Marblehead   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Marrow   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Turban   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Yokohama   2  00 

TURNIPS.  — 

For  the  best  twelve  English  or  Flat   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  French  White   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Ruta  Baga  or  Swedes   2  00 
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A.  D.,  1875-MARCH  18. 


SPECIAL   EXHIBITION    OP   CHINESE   AND    OTHER    PRIMROSES,  CYCLA- 
MENS, HYACINTHS,  AND   OTHER  SPRING-BLOOMING  PLANTS. 


PLANTS  IN  BLOOM.— 

For  the  best  general  display   $5  00 

For  the  second  best  general  display   3  00 

PKIMBOSES.— 

For  the  best  six  in  bloom   3  00 

For  the  second  best!   2  00 

For  the  best  single  plant   2  00 

For  the  sacond  best  single  plant   1  00 

CYCLAMENS.  — 

For  the  best  six  in  bloom   3  00 

For  the  second  best  six  in  bloom  9   2  00 

For  the  best  single  plant   2  00 

For  the  second  best  single  plant   1  00 


Gratuities  will  be  awarded  to  other  Plants  that  maybe  adjudged  worthy. 

special  premium.   (Offered  by  the  Secretary. J 
For  the  best  collection  of  Indian  Azaleas,  not  less  than  six  (6,)  nor 
exceeding  twelve  (12),  specially  entered  for  this  prize,  a  Crystal  Vase, 
valued  at  $10.00,  to  be  awarded  by  a  Committee  to  be  selected  by  the 
Secretary. 


TRANSACTIONS 


OF  THE 


Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society, 


FOR   THE  YEAR  1874; 


COMPRISING 


THE  REPORTS  OF  THE   COMMITTEES   AT  THE  ANNUAL  EXHI 
BITION;  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1874;  AND   A   ROLL  OF 
MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 
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REPORTS. 


REPORT  ON  APPLES. 

Committee. — Wm.  T.  Harlow,  Chairman  ;  James  F.  Allen,  O.  B. 
Hadwen.  Samuel  H.  Colton,  Samuel  A.  Knox.  J.  K.  L.  Pickford,  Sylva- 
nus  Sears,  of  Worcester  ;  Cyrus  White,  Henry  Marble,  of  Millbury  ;  and 
Isaac  B.  Hartwell,  of  Oxford. 

No  better  exhibition  of  apples  than  those  of  this  societjr  this  year  was 
ever  made  in  the  County  of  Worcester.  Whatever  may  be  said  of  the 
attendance  or  non-attendance  of  the  public,  or  of  success  or  non-success 
in  a  financial  point  of  view,  as  regards  fruit  exhibited,  the  autumnal  ex- 
hibitions of  1874  are  unsurpassed  in  the  annals  of  this  Society.  At  least 
two  causes  contributed  to  this  result.  The  crop  was  unusually  large  and 
the  exhibitions  were  held  after  maturity  of  the  varieties  for  which  pre- 
miums were  offered. 

Vast  quantities  of  apples  were  laid  upon  the  society's  tables  for  which, 
notwithstanding  their  merit,  we  had  no  premiums  to  award  in  conse- 
quence whereof  we  were  unable  to  do  full  justice  to  all  exhibitors.  Con- 
sidering and  regretting  the  fact  our  attention  was  drawn  to  more  careful 
consideration  of  the  repeated  recommendations  of  Secretary  Lincoln  in 
regard  to  "  abolition  of  the  existing  system  of  classification  of  apples  and 
pears  as  meaningless  and  unprofitable  and  a  substitution  therefor  of  direct 
competition  between  different  lots  of  the  same  variety."*  His  illustra- 
tion of  the  viciousness  of  the  system  in  the  case  of  pears  might  be  more 
than  matched  in  that  of  apples.  The  fact  that  the  apple  product  of  the 
County  vastly  exceeds  that  of  pears  is  probabty  the  reason  for  offering 
premiums  for  larger  collections  of  apples  lhan  of  pears.  But  the  larger 
the  collections  and  the  greater  the  number  of  contributions  the  more  dif- 
ficult is  just  award.    If  the  large  collections  to  be  compared  contained 

*  Transactions  1872,  p.  64  and  1873,  p.  66. 
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only  the  same  varieties,  decision  would  be  sufficiently  difficult;  containing 
as  they  do  to  a  large  extent  different  varieties  it  is  impossible.  Another 
vice  of  the  system  illustrated  in  all  large  collections  is  that  fruit  wholly 
without  merit  is  included  merely  to  eke  out  numbers. 

The  aggregate  of  premiums  offered  this  year  for  apples  was  one  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  dollars  of  which  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars 
was  for  collections  and  sixty-two  dollars  for  single  plates.  Instead  of  the 
existing  system  we  second  the  Secretary's  recommendation  of  direct  com. 
petition  between  specimens  of  the  same  variety,  with  a  graded  premium 
for  each.  The  Society's  former  offers  for  single  plates  were  objectionable 
in  that  but  a  single  premium  was  offered  for  one  variety.  Thus,  "  For 
the  best  ten  Baldwins  $2.00."  For  this  one  premium  there  might  be  or 
rather  there  were  some  fifteen  or  twenty  entries,  and  several  so  excellent 
as  to  make  decision  doubtful.  The  sixty-two  dollars  offered  for  single 
plates  was  divided  into  thirty-one  premiums  of  two  dollars  each  for  thirty- 
one  varieties  adjudged  by  the  Trustees  most  worthy  of  encouragement. 
Now,  if  we  could  have  awarded  the  aggregate  amount  offered  for  apples 
in  graded  premiums  of  three,  two  and  one  dollars  for  the  best,  second 
best  and  third  best  of  each  of  the  thirty-one  varieties,  we  believe  we 
could  have  satisfied  competitors,  the  Society  and  the  public,  as  well  as 
ourselves  far  better  than  we  have  done. 

Some  dissatisfaction  was  expressed  on  account  of  our  action  in  relation 
to  apples  incorrectly  named.  The  rules  adopted  by  the  Trustees  required 
that  all  articles  offered  for  premiums  should  be  correctly  named,  and 
made  Downing's  Fruits  the  standard  of  authority.  Under  these  rules  we 
were  obliged  to  exclude  several  collections.  Some  of  the  excluded  apples 
were  of  decided  merit,  and  would  undoubtedly  have  received  premiums, 
but  for  misnomer.  With  a  view  to  equitable  relief  from  the  rigor  of  a  rule 
of  which  many  competitors  pleaded  ignorance,  we  awarded  an  unusual 
number  of  gratuities. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  our  report  for  1873  contained  some  sugges- 
tions in  reply  to  a  criticism  of  the  Gardener's  Monthly  upon  our  report 
for  1872.  Attempting  in  the  former  report  to  account  for  frequent  failure 
of  the  apple  crop,  we  assigned,  as  probable  cause,  alternation  of  cold 
with  warm  periods  in  spring,  whereby  apple  bloom  prematurely  forced, 
afterwards  was  made  abortive  by  late  frost.  The  Gardener  challenged 
this  view  on  the  ground  that  the  sap  of  trees  could  not  freeze.  Of  the 
completeness  of  our  refutation,  in  our  last  Report,  of  the  Gardener's  pet 
theory  on  this  subject,  we  have  received  many  testimonials.  Among 
others,  the  following  from  the  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Agricultu- 
ral College :  — 
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Massachusetts  Agricultural  College,  ) 
Amherst,  March  9, 1874.  J 

My  Dear  Sir. — Your  paper  on  freezing  plants  has  been  read  with  inter- 
est. I  hope  you  will  get  a  copy  of  Flint's  Report  and  read  my  papers  on 
circulation  of  sap.*  Are  not  our  perennial  endogens,  grasses,  lilies, 
etc..  frozen  as  solid  as  the  buds  of  endogens?  I  am  now  investigating 
these  questions,  and  among  other,  observations  have  just  determined  the 
amount  of  sap  in  the  branches  of  trees.  It  is  from  40  to  60  per  cent.!  It 
freezes  of  course.  It  is  surprising  to  see  how  the  buds  of  poplars,  wit- 
lows,  etc.,  which  started  to  expand  weeks  ago  and  have  been  frozen  stiff 
repeatedly  since  continue  to  develop  every  warm  day.  We  have  need  to 
make  thousands  of  observations  on  our  own  trees  before  we  thoroughly 
understand  their  wonderful  structure  and  individual  peculiarities. 

Very  Truly  Yours, 

W.  S.  CLARK. 

~No  higher  authority  upon  anything  connected  with  the  subject  of  sap 
can  be  named  than  this.  Two  copies  of  our  reply  to  the  criticism  were 
forwarded  to  the  critic — one  addressed  to  the  Gardener's  Monthly  and  the 
other  to  the  editor  by  name,  without  eliciting  further  criticism. 

WM.  T.  HARLOW, 

For  the  Committee. 

We  submit  the  following  award  of  premiums : 

AT  THE  SEPTEMBER  EXHIBITION. 

CLASS  1.— 

For  the  best  six  named  varieties  of  ten  specimens  each, 


S.  Sears  $  6  00 

For  the  second  best,  O.  B.  Hadwen   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  C.Morse,  Jr   2  00 

Edward  S.  Howe,  gratuity   2  00 

S.  S.  Foster,  gratuity   2  00 

CLASS  2.— (Single  Plates.)  — 

For  the  best  ten  Red  Astrachan,  N.  Wood,  Millbury   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Duchess  of  Oldenburg,  Wm.  Eames   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Golden  Sweet,  C.  Morse,  Jr   2  00 


*  Of  the  paper  referred  to,  after  its  reading  by  Col.  Clark  before  the  State  Board  of  Ag- 
riculture at  their  Fitchburg  meeting  in  December,  1873,  the  lamented  Agassiz,  whose  at- 
tendance there  was  the  last  public  act  of  his  life,  is  reported  by  Mr.  Flint  to  have  said  to 
the  Board  :  "The  production  of  this  one  paper  has  amply  paid  for  every  dollar  which  the 
State  has  thus  far  bestowed  on  the  Agricultural  College." 

Agriculture  of  Mass  ,  1873-4;  page  205. 
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For  the  best  ten  Gravenstein,  Addison  Lovell,  West  Boylston  2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Holden  Pippin,  S.  S.  Foster   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Maiden's  Blush,  T.  E.  St.  John   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Porter,  H.  Marble,  Millbury   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Sheppard's  Sweet,  S.  S.  Foster   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Sweet  Bough,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Williams'  Early  Eed,  C.  Morse,  JV   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Washington  Strawberry,  C.  T.  Foster,  Holden  2  00 

For  the  best  ten  of  any  other  sort  (Drap  d'Or)  W.  Y.  Holman  2  CO 
GKATUITIES  — 

C.  H.  Smith,  of  Millbury,  Pumpkin  Sweet   1  00 

C.  E.  Brooks,  Fall  Greening   1  00 


AT  THE  OCTOBER  EXHIBITION. 

CLASS  1.— 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  nor  more 
than  thirty  varieties,  ten  specimens  of  each  variety, 


O.  B.  Hadwen  $15.00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  Sears   12  00 

For  the  third  best  S.  S.  Foster   9  00 

CLASS  2.— 

For  the  best  twenty  named  varieties,  of  ten  specimens  each, 

no  award   12  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   9  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award   6  00 

CLASS  3.— 

For  the  best  twelve  named  varieties,  of  ten  specimens  each. 

Bevoked.    See  Gratuities   10  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   7  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award   4  00 

CLASS  4.— 

For  the  best  six  named  varieties,  of  ten  specimens  each, 

E.  S.  Howe   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  D.  H.  Searles  of  Sutton   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  H.  Harlow  of  Shrewsbury   2  00 

CLASS  5.— 

For  the  best  three  named  varieties,  of  ten  specimens  each, 

E.  S.  Howe   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  G.  Harlow  of  Shrewsbury   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  Wm.  Howe  of  Millbury   2  00 
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CLASS'6.- 

For  the  best  collection,  of  not  less  than  four  new  varieties,  not 

previously  exhibited,  no  award    5  00 

For  the  next  best,  no  award   3  00 

GRATUITIES  FOR  COLLECTIONS.— 

C.  E.  &  A.  H.  Bennett  of  Holden,  gratuity  of   3  00 

P.  Holman  of  Leicester,  gratuity  of   2  00 

L  Mills,  gratuity  of   2  00 

H.  Marble  of  Millbury,  gratuity  of   2  00 

X.  Wood  of  Millbury,  gratuity  of   2  00 

E.  M.  Banning,  gratuity  of   6  00 

A.  H.  Sears,  gratuity  of   2  00 

E.  B.  Rice,  gratuity  of   2  00 

W.  S.  Lincoln,  gratuity  of    2  00 

W.  H.  Eastman,  gratuity  of   2  00 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Chamberlain,  gratuity  of   2  00 

W.  Eames,  gratuity  of   2  00 

C.  T.  Foster,  gratuity  of   6  00 

S.  Putnam,  gratuity  of   6  00 

CLASS  7.— (Single  Plates.)— 

For  the  best  ten  Baldwin,  Mrs.  J.  M.  .^chofield   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Cogswell,  A.  Moore   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Holden  Pippin,  C.  T.  Foster,  Holden   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Hubbardston  Nonesuch,  F.  McCracken,  of 

Millbury   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Leicester  Sweet,  S.  Sears   2  00  . 

For  the  best  ten  Mother,  S.  Sears   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Northern  Spy,  S.  Putnam   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Washington  Royal,  O.  B.  Hadwen   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Peck's  Pleasant,  S.  S.  Foster   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Porter,  H.  Marble,  Millbury    2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Rhode  Island  Greening,  Wm.  Howe,  of  Mill- 
bury  2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Roxbury  Russett,  H.  Marble,  of  Millbury.  . .  2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Sheppard's  Sweet,  S.  S.  Foster    2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Tallman's  Sweet,  N.  Wood,  of  Millbury   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Sweet  Apples  of  any  other  variety  than  here 

named,  C.  T.  Foster,  of  Holden,  (Sweet  Russett)   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Williams'  Early  Red,  C.  Morse,  Jr   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  Twenty  Ounce,  O.  B.  Hadwen   2  00 
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For  the  best  ten  Washington  Strawberry,  C.  T.  Foster,  of 

Holden   2  00 

For  the  best  ten  of  any  other  sort,  W.  Williams,  (Gravenstein)  2  00 
GRATUITIES.— (For  Single  Plates.)— 

John  Broadbent,  of  Millbury,  (Yellow  Belleflower)   1  00 


REPORT  ON  GRAPES,  PEACHES,  &c. 

Committee. — William  H.  Earle,  Chairman;  Thomas  M.  Lamb,  W.  W. 
Cook,  Horatio  Phelps,  Thomas  A.  Dawson,  of  Worcester;  Paul  Whitin, 
George  Cruickshanks,  of  Whitinsville;  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton;  and 
Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston. 

AT  THE  SEPTEMBER  EXHIBITION. 
GRAPES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  exceeding  eight  named  varieties, 

grown  under  glass,  two  clusters  of  each  variety,  P.  L.  Moen .  $12  00 


For  the  second  best,  no  entry   9  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  entry   6  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  Black  Hamburg,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  P.  L.  Moen   1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  other  Black  Grape,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  White  Muscat,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  Salisbury   1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  other  variety  of  White,  P.  L.  Moen,  2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   1  00 

For  the  best  four  ripe  clusters  of  any  early  native  variety  of  out- 
door Grape,  no  award   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  "  H.  Prolific,"  Wm.  Y.  Holman   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  Wm.  H.  Earle   1  00 

PEACHES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  six  varieties,  not  less  than  ten  specimens 

each,  Wm.  Howe,  Millbury  '.   8  00 

For  the  second  best,  T.  F.  Greenleaf,  Shrewsbury   5  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  best  three  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  Wm.  Howe, 

Millbury   5  00 
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For  the  second  best,  Wm.  Eames   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  James  Draper,  (gratuity)   2  00 

For  the  best  one  variety  of  twelve  specimens,  "Early  Crawford," 

F.  Hancock   3  00 

For  the   second   best,  "Stump  the  World,"  Wm.  Howe, 

Millbury   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  "Early  Crawford,"  Mrs.  E.  Thomas   1  00 

Superior  Seedling  Peach,  A.  N.  Chase,  gratuity   2  00 

PLUMS. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  named  varieties, 

Samuel  Putnam   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   3  00 

For  the  best  three  varieties,  Mrs.  H.  Sturtevant   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  best  single  plate  "  Buel's  Favorite,"  J.  C.  Lovell   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Yellow  Gage,  S.  S.  Foster   1  00 

"  Damson  "  and  "  Holland  "  Moses  Church,  gratuity   1  00 

Lawton  Blackberry,  A.  A.  Ballou,  Grafton,  gratuity   1  00 

AT  THE  OCTOBER  EXHIBITION. 

For  the  best  collection  of  well-ripened  out-door  grapes,  not  less 
than  six  nor  exceeding  fifteen  varieties,  of  four  clusters  each, 

F.  J.  Kinney   $8  00 

For  the  second  best,  Moses  Church   5  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Concord,  D.  H.  Bassett   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Croton,  no  award   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Delaware,  Charles  Nash   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Diana,  Horatio  Phelps   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Eumelan,  F.  J.  Kinney   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Hartford  Prolific,  J.  F.  Allen   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Iona,  T.  M.  Lamb   3  00 

For  the  best; four  clusters  of  Israella,  no  award   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Martha,  George  M.  Pierce   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Kogers  No.  3  (Massasoit),  no  award. .  3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  4  (Wilder),  Horatio  Phelps  3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  7,  no  award   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No  9  (Lindley) ,  Horatio  Phelps  3  00 


1874.]                     REPORT  ON  GRAPES,  PEACHES,  &C.  35 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  15  (Agawam),  no  award.  3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  19  (Merrimac) ,  F.  M.  Marble  3  00 

For  the  best  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  43  (Barry),  no  award  3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Salem,  Horatio  Phelps   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Senasqua,  no  award   3  GO 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Walter,  Henry  Phelps   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Worden's  Seedling,  Joseph  C.  Lovell  3  00 
For  the  best  four  clusters  of  any  other  variety  of  superior  quality, 

no  award  :   3  00 

QUINCES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  three  varieties,  no  award. .  5  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Orange  Quinces,  Mrs.  H.  Sturtevant   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Newell  Wood   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   1  00 

A  gratuity  of  one  dollar  each  to  Charles  Nash,  Edward  W.  Lincoln 
and  Charles  T.  Foster,  for  Orange  Quinces. 
CANNED  FRUITS.— 

For  the  largest  and  best  collection,  H.  C.  Mascroft:   8  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   6  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award   4  00 


But  one  collection  of  Canned  Fruits  was  presented  to  your  Committee , 
by  H.  C.  Mascroft,  of  which  they  feel  warranted  in  saying,  for  variety 
and  perfection  in  canning,  that  it  is  well  worthy  of  the  premium  awarded- 
Mr.  Mascroft  has  a  patent  valve  to  his  cans  which  appears  to  be  worthy 
of  notice. 

Your  Committee  recommend  gratuities  of  three  dollars  to  James 
Draper  for  his  Collection  of  Peaches,  and  also  one  dollar  to  E.  R.  Rice 
and  Gideon  Harris  for  each  a  plate  of  Late  Crawfords. 

F.  M.  MARBLE, 

For  the  Committee. 
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REPORT  ON  PLANTS,  FLOWERS,  &c. 

Committee. — Samuel  Flagg,  Chairman  ;  George  E.  Francis,  James  L. 
Burbank,  Charles  Madaus,  Clarendon  Harris,  David  S.  Messinger,  Henry 
"Woodward  and  Henry  L.  Shumway,  of  Worcester. 

With  the  enlargement  of  the  Society's  Hall,  and  the  increased  facilities 
for  exhibiting  Horticultural  products,  we  return  to  our  old  quarters  with 
feelings  of  satisfaction  and  delight. 

Although  the  old  has  become  nearly  obliterated  by  additions  to  the 
rear,  improvements  in  front  and  on  all  sides,  which  thus  far  meet  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  Society,  as  also  their  wants;  still  there  are  fears 
that  the  present  capacity  may  not  prove  equal  to  the  growth  of  the 
Society. 

The  contributions  of  Flowers  for  the  year  1874  have  been  unusually 
large,  with  a  decided  improvement  in  selection  and  arrangement  as  com- 
pared with  past  years.  Scarce  an  entry  has  been  made  that  does  not  merit 
a  premium  or  a  gratuity,  and  would  receive  it  had  the  Committee  the 
means  at  their  disposal.  There  are  none  but  what  deserve  special  com- 
ment. 

Never  has  the  zeal  for  keeping  the  stands,  bouquets,  displays,  &c,  in  a 
fresh  condition  throughout  the  exhibition,  been  so  generally  observed  as 
at  this  present  season.  This  has  been  the  special  design  in  withholding 
the  reports  of  this  department  until  the  result  has  been  satisfactorily 
obtained.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  your  committee  submit  the  following 
list  of  premiums  for  your  approval. 

SAM'L  FLAGG,  Chairman. 
AT  THE  SEPTEMBER  EXHIBITION. 


ASTERS. — 

For  the  best  display,  W.  W.  Cook   $4  00 

For  the  second  best,  P.  L.  Moen   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  C.  A.  Keyes   2  00 

For  the  fourth  best,  H.  Ballard   1  00 

BASKET. —  (Hanging.)— 

For  the  best,  grown  at  least  one  month  in  the  basket,  (out 

doors,)  Dr.  Geo.  Francis   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  P.  M.  McDonald,   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award   1  00 

BOUQUETS. —  (Hand.)— 

For  the  best  pair,  C.  D.  Thayer   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Hamilton   2  00 
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BOUQUETS.— (Parlor.) — 

For  the  best  pair,  no  award   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  Edgar  Ballard   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  Mrs.  D.  Tainter   1  00 

DAHLIAS. — Class  1.— 

For  the  best  twelve  named  varieties,  C.  D.  Thayer    3  00 

For  the  second  best,  H.  Ballard   1  00 

Class  2.— 

For  the  best  twelve  liliputian  varieties,  no  award   3  00 

DESIGN.—  (Floral.)— 

For  the  best,  C.  D.  Thayer   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Miss  Ella  Ward,  Shrewsbury   4  00 

FLOWERS. — (Cut.) — 

For  the  best  Collection,  and  best  kept  during  the  Exhibition,  of 

not  less  than  two,  nor  exceeding  five  stands,  Mrs.  D.  Tainter  6  00 

For  the  second  best,  C.  D.  Thayer   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  S.  Salisbury   2  00 

For  the  best  stand,  Mrs.  D.  Scott   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Miss  E.  White   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  Mrs.  T.  L.  Nelson   1  00 

For  the  best  arranged  basket  or  dish,  C.  D.  Thayer   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  T.  L.  Nelson   2  00 

GLADIOLUS. — 

For  the  best  Collection,  named  or  unnamed  varieties,  from  any 

source,  Miss  Abbie  Lovell,  Boylston   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  C.  D.  Thayer   3  CO 

Class  1. 

For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties,  no  award   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  M.  B.  Green   3  00 

Class  2. 

For  the  best  ten  named  varieties,  no  award   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  best  specimen  spike,  Miss  Abbie  Lovell,  West  Boylston,  1  00 

For  the  best  seedling,  Miss  Abbie  Lovell,  West  Boylston   1  00 

PANSIES.— 

For  the  best  display,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Hamilton   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  C.  L.  Hartshorn   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  Mrs.  Shaft3,  Leicester   1  00 
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PINKS. — (China.) — 

For  the  best  display,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Hamilton   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Miss  Abbie  Lovell,  West  Boylston. .  1  00 
PETUNIAS. — 

For  the  best  display,  W.  W.  Cook   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  Louise  A.  Bangs   2  00 

SCABIOSA.— 

For  the  best  display,  not  less  than  three  colors,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   1  00 

SWEET  PEAS  — 

For  the  best  display,  C.  D.  Thayer   2  00 

VERBENAS. — 

For  the  best  display,  C.  A.  Keyes   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Hamilton   2  00 

Foy  the  third  best,  Edgar  Ballard   1  00 

For  the  best  display  of  seedlings,  Mrs.  C.  Brooks   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  C.  D.  Thayer   1  00 

ZINNIAS. — 

For  the  best  display,  no  award   2  00 

GRATUITIES. — 

For  collections  of  Phlox,  Petunias  and  Cut  Flowers. 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Fisher   2  00 

For  two  dishes  Cut  Flowers,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Bennett,  Holden   1  00 

For  wreaths  of  Immortelles,  Mrs.  David  Fitts,  Oxford   1  00 

For  dish  of  Wild  Berries  and  Flowers,  Mrs.  Shaff,  Leicester. . .  2  00 

For  Floral  Design,  (not  basket  as  entered,)  Mrs.  St.  John. . .  1  00 

For  dish  of  Cut  Flowers,  Mrs.  Ida  W.  Johnson   1  00 

For  Floral  Design,  (anchor)  W.  W.  Cook   2  00 

For  display  of  Sweet  Peas,  Zinnias,  Geraniums  and  Gladiolus, 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Baldwin   2  00 

For  Garden  Basket,  Mrs.  Nelson   2  00 

For  display  of  China  Pinks  and  Drummond  Phlox, 

Mrs.  C.  L.  Hartshorn   1  00 

For  Floral  Design,  (arch  of  English  Ivy  and  cut  flowers,)  Edgar 

Ballard   2  00 

For  three  stands  Cut  Flowers,  Mrs.  Thomas   3  00 

For  two  stands  Cut  Flowers,  Mrs.  C.  Brooks   2  00 

For  display  of  Hot  House  Plants,  W.  W.  Cook   2  00 
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Special  notice  should  be  made  of  the  floral  design  by  Mrs.  David  Scott. 
The  Committee  would  suggest  fewer  flowers  in  the  arrangement.  The 
design  was  beautiful,  and  added  much  to  the  appearance  of  the  Hall,  but 
was  too  compact  for  taste. 

The  design  by  Mrs.  C.  L.  Hartshorn  was  entered  too  late  for  com- 
petition; so  also  the  very  finely  arranged  dish  from  Miss  Sus-an  Chamber- 
lain. 

Mrs.  M.  H.  Morse  contributed  a  fine  wall  bouquet  of  Asters;  also  a 
well  arranged  dish  of  Petunias. 

Mrs  H.  B.  Buck's  standard  dish  was  very  tastily  arranged,  as  was  the 
basket  of  Zonale  Geraniums  by  Mrs.  W.  Y.  Holman. 

The  stand  of  cut  flowers  by  Mrs.  Jonathan  Fawcett  attracted  universa 
notice.    The  entry  was  made  too  late  for  competition. 

One  of  the  finest  contributions  was  a  basket  of  Tea  Koses,  from  Miss 
M.  J.  Fox;  beautiful,  as  her  contributions  always  are. 

No  fault  could  be  found  with  the  dish  of  cut  flowers  from  Miss  E. 
White,  or  with  the  arrangement  of  flowers  by  Mrs.  Charles  Gilbert. 

Mrs.  Morey,  of  Shrewsbury,  one  of  our  constant  contributors,  deserves 
special  notice  for  her  interest  in  the  success  and  welfare  of  the  Society. 

The  Committee  regret  that  they  have  not  the  means  at  their  disposal  to 
award  premiums  and  gratuities  to  the  above  and  many  more  contributors, 
of  which  the  time  will  not  allow  further  notice.  We  hope  the  time  is  not 
far  distant  when  all  shall  be  rewarded  for  their  trouble  and  interest. 

AT  THE  OCTOBER  EXHIBITION. 


STOVE  AND  GREENHOUSE  PLANTS. 

PLANTS  WITH  OKNAMENTAL  FOLIAGE.— 

For  the  best  twelve,  W.  T.  Merrifield  $20  00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  Salisbury   12  00 

For  the  best  six,  (not  awarded — set  incomplete — there  being  a 

repetition  from  the  best  twelve)   10  00 

For  the  second  best,  P.  L.  Moen   5  00 

For  the  best  single,  C.  E.  Hovey  &  Co.,  Boston   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  Salisbury   1  00 

PLANTS  IN  BLOOM.— 

For  the  best  six,  C.  W.  Hamilton   15  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   10  00 

For  the  third  best,  S.  Salisbury   5  00 

For  the  best  single,  no  award   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   1  00 
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RAKE  AND  NEW  PLANTS.— 

For  the  best  collection,  James  Comley,  Lexington   8  00 

For  the  second  best,  C.  E.  Hovey  &  Co.,  Boston   4  00 

FERNS  AND  LYCOPODS.— 

For  the  best  collection,  W.  T.  Merrifield   10  00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  Salisbury   5  00 

HANGING  BASKET.— 

For  the  best,  grown  at  least  one  month  in  the  basket, 

C.  D.  Thayer   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award   1  00 

PARLOR  PLANTS  IN  POTS.— (From  Amateurs.)— 

For  the  best  collection,  not  exceeding  twelve  varieties, 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Brooks   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  David  Scott   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  Mrs.  Morey,  Shrewsbury   2  00 

SINGLE  PLANT  — 

For  the  best,  Mrs.  Jonathan  Fawcett   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Miss  Mary  Phelps   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  Mrs.  Jonathan  Fawcett   1  00 

FERNERY  OR  WARDIAN  CASE,  from  any  source.— 

For  the  best,  Mrs.  David  Scott   6  00 

For  the  second  best,  C.  D.  Thayer   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award   2  00 

CUT  FLOWERS. — 

For  the  best  Collection  and  best  kept  during  the  exhibition,  of 
not  lesss  than  two,  nor  exceeding  five  stands, 

C.  D.  Thayer   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award   1  00 

For  the  best  Stand,  Mrs.  David  Scott   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Brooks   1  00 

For  the  best  arranged  Basket  or  Dish,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Brooks   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  T.  L.  Nelson   1  00 

CHINA  PINKS.— 

For  the  best  display,  Miss  A.  Lovell,  West  Boj^lston   2  00 
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IMMORTELLES. — 

For  the  best  collection  of  named  varieties,  (names  of  varieties 


wanting,)  no  award   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   2  00 

ORNAMENTAL  GRASSES. — 

For  the  best  display,  no  award   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   2  00 

PANSIES.— 

For  the  best  display,  C.  A.  Keyes   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  Shaff,  Leicester   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award   1  00 

VERBENAS. — 

For  the  best  display,  C.  D.  Thayer   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  best  display  of  seedlings,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   1  00 


special  premium. — (Offered  by  the  President.) 
For  the  best  two  plants  of  Zonale  Geraniums,  single  or  double, 
of  any  color,  in  bloom — to  be  awarded  by  George  Cruick- 
shanks — a  Cup,  valued  at  $10.00,  the  name  of  the  contribu- 
tor not  to  be  attached  to  the  plants,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Hamilton.  10  00 

Although  special  pains  was  taken  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements 
to  equalize  the  space  allotted  to  the  several  departments,  yet  on  receiv- 
ing the  contributions  they  were  obliged  to  compress,  very  much  to  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  contributors,  and  also  to  the  annoyance  of  those 
whose  duty  it  was  to  assign  a  place  and  space  for  everything  offered. 
The  Committee,  however,  were  pleased  to  see  not  only  new  contributors 
to  our  collections,  but  contributions  of  new  and  rare  varieties  outside  the 
County,  increasing  both  the  attraction  and  interest  of  our  Annual  Exhi- 
bitions. Competition  for  premiums  is  open  to  all.  With  this  understand- 
ing the  Committee  have  awarded  the  above  premiums.  The  gratuities 
are  as  follows : 

To  Messrs.  C.  E.  Hovey  of  Boston,  James  Comley  of  Lexing- 
ton, for  their  fine  collection  of  Ornamental  Foliage  Plants, 

a  gratuity  of  (each)  $10  00 

To  Mr.  C.  A.  Keyes,  for  collection  of  Asters  grown  in  pots. . .    1  00 

To  Mrs.  E.  Thomas,  for  dish  of  Cut  Flowers  and  Bouquet          1  00 

To  Harry  Nelson,  for  collection  of  Native  Ferns  and  Plants. .    1  00 
6 
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To  Miss  Abbie  Lovell,  (West  Boylston)  for  one  stand  of  Seed- 
ling Gladiolus   1  00 

To  Mr.  James  Comley,  for  one  stand  of  named  Dahlias   2  00 

To  H.  and  E.  Kinney,  for  collection  of  Wild  Flowers  and 

Berries   2  00 

To  Mrs.  W.  Y.  Holman,  for  collection  of  Parlor  Plants   2  00 

Of  the  collections  of  Immortelles,  there  was  a  fine  display;  the  ones 
from  Mrs.  Shaft  wanting  names  only  to  entitle  her  to  a  premium.  So 
also  in  the  display  of  Ornamental  Grasses,  all  of  which  should  be  culti- 
vated, and  not  collections  from  the  fields  and  meadows.  The  first  pre- 
mium for  the  best  six  (6)  Ornamental  Foliage  Plants  was  withheld  from 
the  fact  that  there  was  a  repetition  from  the  best  twelve  in  the  collection, 
(Pine  Ansonii.)  Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  FLAGG,  Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  PEARS. 

Committee. —  Henry  L.  Parker,  Chairman;  Henry  Phelps,  John  C. 
Newton,  James  Draper,  S.  Harrison  Knox,  Alfred  Davis,  of  Worcester ; 
Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury  ;  and  John  F.  Johnson,  of  Northborough. 

The  plan  adopted  the  present  year  of  reducing  to  one  or  two  classes 
the  premiums  offered  for  collections  and  opening  the  competition  for 
premiums  to  contributors  not  members  of  the  Society  or  resident  in  the 
County,  has  been  productive  of  good  results  in  at  least  two  respects.  It 
has  increased  the  number  and  raised  the  standard  of  entries  of  single 
plates,  thereby  sharpening  the  competition  for  the  same,  while  it  has 
also  demonstrated  or  at  least  suggested  with  emphasis,  what  ought  long 
ago  to  have  been  more  apparent,  that  the  size  and  weight  of  specimens 
are  not  the  only  tests  of  merit. 

In  the  collection  of  fifteen  plates  of  the  Messrs.  Hovey  to  whom  the 
first  premium  was  awarded,  it  is  worthy  of  note,  that  while  each  plate 
was  of  a  first-class  variety,  the  prevailing  feature  was  the  excellence  and 
perfection  rather  than  the  giant  proportions  of  the  specimens  exhibited. 

Among  the  more  prominent  new  pears  exhibited  were  the  St.  Crispin, 
the  Marie  Louise.  D'Uccles,  Gen.  Todleben  and  Goodale.  Of  the  Tod- 
leben  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak.  It  has  been  grown  by  a  few  members 
of  the  Society  and  has  been  for  some  time  favorably  known  to  many 
others. 
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Specimens  of  the  St.  Crispin  and  Marie  Louise  D'Uccles  were  ripened 
and  tested  by  the  Committee  who  were  not  highly  enough  impressed  with 
the  quality  of  either  to  be  able  with  any  degree  of  confidence  to  recom- 
mend them  'for  cultivation.  The  D'Uccles  is  coarse-grained  like  the 
Duchesse  d'Angouleme,  which  pear  it  closely  resembles  with  the  excep- 
tion that  the  sweetness  of  the  Duchesse  is  replaced  in  the  D'Uccles  with 
a  sub-acid  flavor.  The  St.  Crispin  bears  unmistakeable  marks  of  its 
parentage  in  shape,  color  and  general  appearance,  but  although  a  promi- 
nent fruit-grower  has  pronounced  it  "  a  better  pear  than  the  Bartlett 
ever  was,"  the  Committee  are  unable  to  confirm  this  testimony. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Lovell  has  been  for  two  or  three  years  the  only  exhibitor  of 
the  Goodale.  It  is  a  good  pear,  but  there  are  so  many  of  the  same  season 
equal  if  not  superior  in  quality  that  it  can  hardly  be  recommended  for 
growing  on  that  account  alone.  It  is  said  to  be,  however,  a  thrifty 
grower  and  most  abundant  bearer. 

Mr.  S.  V.  Stone  exhibited  some  new  seedling  pears  produced  by 
Mr.  Eliphalet  Stone  of  Norfolk  County  which  promise  much  excellence. 
One  of  them  especially,  a  Iiusset  pear,  shaped  somewhat  like  the  Law- 
rence, but  resembling  in  flavor  the  Winter  Nelis,  was  thought  to  be 
first-class  in  quality. 

The  Committee  award  the  following  premiums  : 

AT  THE  SEPTEMBER  EXHIBITION. 

CLASS  1.— 

For  the  best  five  named  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each,  in 


season,  Stephen  S.  Foster   $6  00 

For  the  second  best,  in  season,  James  Draper   4  00 

For  the  third  best,  in  season,  F.  M.  Marble   2  00 

CLASS  2.— -(Single  Plates.) 

For  the  best  twelve  Bartlett,  M.  O.  Whittier   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  Moses  Church   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  Mrs.  G-.  A.  Chamberlain   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Belle  Lucrative,  Alfred  Davis   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  W.  H.  Earle   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Clapp's  Favorite,  S.  S.  Foster   4  00 

For  the  second  best  twelve,  A.  A.  Ballou,  of  Grafton   2  00 

For  the  third  best  twelve,  J.  C.  Lovell   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Dearborn's  Seedling,  Joseph  C.  Lovell. . .  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Doyenne  Boussock,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Flemish  Beauty,  D.  Kinsley   3  f  0 
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For  the  second  best  twelve,  O.  B.  Hadwen   2  00 

For  the  third  best  twelve,  Moses  Church   1  00 

Eor  the  best  twelve  Howell,  Moses  Church   2  00 

For  the  second  best  twelve,  Charles  Kichardson   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Paradis  d'  Automne,  James  Draper   2  00 

For  the  second  best  twelve,  Stephen  S.  Foster   1  00 

Eor  the  best  twelve  St.  Ghislain,  Stephen  S.  Foster   2  00 

For  the  second  best  twelve,  Newell  Wood,  Millbury   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Washington,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   1  00 

CLASS  3.— (New  Pears.) 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  de  1'  Assomption,  E.  W.  Lincoln,  2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Souvenir  du  Congres,  no  entry   2  00 


AT  THE  OCTOBER  EXHIBITION. 

CLASS  1.— 

For  the  best  fifteen  (15)  named  varieties  of  twelve  specimens 
each,  the  varieties  being  restricted  to  those  classified 
among  the  single  plates,  C.  H.  Hovey&  Co.,  Boston.  .$20  00 


For  the  second  best,  S.  S.  Foster   15  00 

For  the  third  best,  F.  M  Marble  (Grafton)   10  00 

For  the  fourth  best,  Wm.  H.  Earle   5  00 

CLASS  2  —(Single  Plates.)— 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Bosc  (on  one  plate,)  P.  L.  Moen. .  5  00 

For  the  second  best,  M.  Church   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  H.  Chapin   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Clairgeau,  V.  P.  Townsend-   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  d'  Anjou,  A.  Davis   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  Newell  Wood,  Millbury   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  S.  J.  Brimhall   1  CO 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Diel,  Samuel  Smith   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  Salisbury   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Hardy,  S.  H.  Colton   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  V  P.  Townsend   1  (0 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Langelier,  F.  Stiles   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Superfin,  Moses  Church   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  S.  J.  Brimhall   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  C.  E.  and  A  H.  Bennett,  Holden   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Dix,  J.  C.  Lovell,  West  Boylston   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Doyenne  du  Cornice,  S.  H.  Colton   5  00 
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For  the  second  best,  Wm.  Workman   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  S.  Salisbury  *  1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Duchesse  d' Angouleme,  E.  L.  Brigham. .  5  00 

For  the  second  best,  J.  C.  Newton   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  M.  Church   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Durandeau,  C.  Richardson   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  entry   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Glout  Morceau,  E.  W.  Lincoln   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  J.  F.  Allen   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  H.  Williams   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Howell,  Moses  Church   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  Shaft,  Leicester   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Josephine  de'Malines,  no  award   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Lawrence,  S.  J.  Brimhall   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  Wm.  H.  Earle   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  Wm.  S.  Lincoln   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey,  Moses  Church.  .  5  00 

For  the  second  best,  Samuel  Smith   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  Mrs.  G.  A.  Chamberlain   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Marie  Louise,  Newell  Wood,  Millbury. .  .  3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Chas.  T.  Foster,  Holden   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Mt.  Vernon,  Joseph  C.  Lovell,  West 

Boylston   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Onondaga,  Wm.  H.  Earle   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  C.  E.  and  A.  H.  Bennett,  Holden. . .  1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Seckel,  Isaac  Mills   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  Mrs.  Marshall  Flagg   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  Wm.  S.  Lincoln   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Sheldon,  J.  C.  Whitin,  Whitinsville   3(0 

For  the  second  best,  S.  S.  Foster   2  00 

For  the  third  best,  Wm.  G.  Maynard   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  St.  Michel,  no  award   °>  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  St.  Michel  Archange,  J.  C.  Newton   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Urbaniste,  V.  P.  Townsei  d   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  J.  C.  Lovell,  West  Boylston   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Vicar  of  Winktield,  J.  L.  Estey   3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Wm.  S.  Lincoln   2  00 
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For  the  best  twelve  Winter  Nelis,  E.  W.  Lincoln 

For  the  second  best,  H.  Williams  

For  the  third  best,  James  F.  Allen  


5  00 
3  00 
1  00 


CLASS  3.— (New  Pears.)— 
There  being  no  Entries,  there  was  of  course  no  award. 

HENRY  L  PARKER,  Chairman. 


Committee  — Alexander  Marsh,  Chairman;  Thomas  R.  Norcross,  John 
D.  Lovell,  Rufus  Carter,  O.  L.  Hatch,  Charles  Belcher,  William  H. 
Hackett  and  Daniel  Bemis,  of  Worcester. 

The  Committee  on  Vegetables  have  attended  to  their  duty,  and  beg 
leave  to  report:  The  Trustees  have  made  the  experiment  of  having  two 
shows  this  year.  The  first,  September  8th,  at  which  time  only  Melons 
and  Tomatoes  competed  for  premiums.  The  Tomatoes  were  very  fine 
and  choice  collections.  There  were  offered  for  exhibition  three  splendid 
cabbages,  and  two-  plates  of  peppers.  October  6th  the  second  exhibition 
commenced,  with  large  and  fine  specimens  of  all  kinds  of  Vegetables. 
Your  Committee  found  it  difficult  to  decide  between  the  different  collec- 
tions, they  being  so  nearly  equal.  Also  in  the  Specials,  there  was  great 
competition,  and  so  little  difference  that  it  would  take  a  scientific  farmer 
to  make  choice  of  those  entitled  to  a  premium.  The  season  having  been 
uncommonly  good  the  specimens  were  mostly  above  the  ordinary  size, 
and,  so  far  as  we  were  able  to  judge,  of  good  quality.  Should  the  Trus- 
tees continue  the  two  Exhibitions,  your  Committee  would  recommend 
that  at  the  first  all  early  Vegetables  be  brought  in  for  premium,  such  as 
Melons,  Tomatoes,  Squashes,  Beets,  Beans,  Cucumbers,  and  especially 
several  varieties  of  early  Corn,  etc.,  and  that  all  Vegetables  be  in  the  Hall 
on  or  before  4  o'clock  p.m.,  instead  of  6  o'clock  as  heretofore,  so  as  to  give 
the  Committee  time  to  arrange  the  different  collections  and  specials  in 
their  respective  places.  The  number  of  varieties  in  each  collection  should 
also  be  stated,  for  the  Committee  to  work  by;  and  those  not  having  the 
required  number  should  not  be  considered  as  competing  for  the  premi- 
ums. 
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The  Committee  have  made  the  following  awards,  viz.  : 
AT  THE  SEPTEMBER  EXHIBITION. 

MELONS  — 

For  the  best  two  Water,  no  award   $3  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   1  00 

For  the  best  Green  Flesh,  three  specimens,  Phillip  L.  Moen. .  2  00 

For  the  best  Yellow  Flesh,  three  specimens,  Stephen  Salisbury  2  00 
TOMATOES.— 

For  the  best  collection,  not  less  than  six  varieties  and  not  less 

than  twelve  of  each  variety,  Thomas  A.  Dawson   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  Sylvanus  Sears   3  00 

For  the  third  best,  Samuel  Putnam   1  00 

For  the  best  Boston  Market,  Samuel  Putnam   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Lester,  Thomas  A.  Dawson   5  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Tilden,  Samuel  Putnam   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Trophy,  William  Y.  Holman   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  named  variety  (Hathaway) 

C.  L.  Hartshorn   2  00 

Three  Cabbages,  contributed  by  Sylvanus  Sears,  were  of  fine  quality. 
Two  plates  of  very  nice  Peppers  were  exhibited  by  Samuel  Putnam. 

AT  THE  OCTOBER  EXHIBITION. 

CLASS  1.— 

For  the  best  collection  of  Vegetables,  Thomas  A  Dawson. . .  .$20  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   15  00 

For  the  third  best,  no  award   10  00 

ftj^The  collection  of  Vegetables  must  consist  of  the  following  : 
Beans,  4  varieties.         Egg  Plant,         1  varieties. 

Beets,  4      "  Onions,  2  " 

Cabbage,         4       "  Parsneps,  2  " 

Carrots,  2      "  Peppers,  2  " 

Cauliflowers,    1      "  Potatoes,  4  " 

Celery,  1       "  Pumpkins,  2  " 

Corn,  3       "  Squashes,  4  " 

Turnips,  3  " 

special  competition:  [Open  only  to  the  Worcester  City  Farm  and  the 
State  Lunatic  Hospital.] 

For  the  best  general  collection  of  Vegetables,  no  entry  $12  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   8  00 
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CLASS  2.— Beets. 

For  the  best  twelve  Long  Blood,  Philip  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Early  Bassano,  Thomas  A.  Dawson   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Egyptian,  no  entry   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Sugar,  Samuel  Putnam   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Turnip,  Cyrus  A.  Lovell   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Mangold  Wurtzel,  S.  Salisbury   2  00 

CABBAGES.— 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  five  varieties,  Cyrus  A. 

Lovell   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  Sylvanus  Sears   3  00 

For  the  best  three  large  flat  Brunswick,  Thomas  A.  Dawson. .  3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Drumhead,  Simon  E.  Fisher   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen  Drumhead,  weight  not  less 

than  30  lbs,  no  award   1  00 

For  the  best  three  Drumhead  Savoy,  Simon  E.  Fisher   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  Cyrus  A.  Lovell   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Early  Sweinfurth,  Simon  E.  Fisher   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  Sylvanus  Sears   2  00 

For  the  best  three  Red,  E.  S.  Young   2  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  Thomas  A.  Dawson   1  00 

For  the  best  ihree  Savoy,  Cyrus  A.  Lovell   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  Cyrus  A.  Lovell   1  00 

CARROTS. — 

For  the  best  twelve  Early  Horn  or  Short  Scarlet,  Mrs.  S.  D. 

Shaff,  Leicester   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Long  Orange,  Thomas  A.  Dawson   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Red,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  White,  Cyrus  A.  Lovell   2  00 

CAULIFLOWERS.— 

For  the  best  three  specimens,  Cyrus  A.  Lovell   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen,  Thomas  A.  Dawson   1  00 

CELERY. — 

For  the  best  six  roots,  Mrs.  S.  D.  Shaft   4  00 

For  the  second  best,  H.  R.  &  L.  F.  Kinney   2  00 

CORN. 

For  the  best  collection  of  Sweet,  not  less  than  five  varieties, 

Sylvanus  Sears   5  00 

For  the  second  best,  Alden  H.  Sears   3  00 
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For  the  best  twelve  ears  of  Sweet,  Cyrus  A.  Lovell   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  Thomas  A.  Dawson   1  00 

For  the  best  Yellow  or  Field,  of  twenty  ears  traced,  Frank  J. 

Kinney   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   1  00 

CRANBERRIES. — 

For  the  best  peck,  C.  Morse,  Jr   1  00 

EGG  PLANT. — 

For  the  best  four  specimens,  Cyrus  A.  Lovell   1  00 

HORSE  RADISH  — 

For  the  best  six  roots,  E.  S.  Young   1  00 

ONIONS.— 

For  the  best  four  varieties,  a  half  peck  of  each,  C.  A.  Lovell. .    3  00 

For  the  second  best,  Thomas  A.  Dawson   2  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  Red,  Cyrus  A.  Lovell   1  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  Silver  Skin,  Cyrus  A.  Lovell   1  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  White  Portugal,  Cyrus  A.  Lovell. .  .  2  00 
PARSNEPS.— 

For  the  best  twelve  Guernsey,  Ashley  Moore   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Hollow  Crown,  C.  Henry  Smith,  Millbury,    2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Student,  Cyrus  A.  Lovell   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Short,  no  award   2  00 

POTATOES.— 

For  the  best  ten  named  varieties,  a  half  peck  of  each,  Cyrus 

A.  Lovell   12  00 

For  the  second  best,  Chas.  W.  Turner,  Holdeu   8  00 

For  the  third  best,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Woodward.   4  00 

PUMPKINS.— 

For  the  best  three,   weight    not  less   than   20  lbs.  each, 

Stephen  Salisbury   2  00 

For  the  second  best,  no  award   1  00 

PEPPERS.— 

For  the  best  half  peck,  Alden  II.  Sears   1  00 

SALSIFY.— 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens,  P.  L.  Moen   1  00 

SQUASHES  — 

For  the  best,  three  pure  Crookneck,  Simon  E.  Fisher   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Canada  Crookneck,  Simon  E.  Fisher.  .    2  00 
i 
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For  the  best  three  pure  Hubbard,  Joab  Hapgood,  Shrewsbury,  2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Mammoth,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Marblehead,  P.  L.  Moen   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Marrow,  Alden  H.  Sears   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Turban,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Yokohama,  Simon  E.  Fisher   2  00 

TURNIPS. — 

For  the  best  twelve  English  or  Flat,  Simon  E.  Fisher   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  French  White,  no  award   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Ruta  Bagaor  Swedes,  Thomas  A.  Dawson  2  00 
GRATUITIES  OK  VEGETABLES. — 

Collection,  Alden  H.  Sears   10  00 

Collection,  Sylvanus  Sears   7  00 

Collection  of  Potatoes,  C.  Morse,  Jr   2  00 

Collection  of  Potatoes,  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Chamberlain   2  00 

Collection  of  Potatoes,  Frank  J.  Kinney   2  00 

Mammoth  Squash,  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Chamberlain   1  00 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 


ALEXANDER  MARSH,  Chairman. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

* 

OF  THE 

Secretary  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society. 


To  The  Members  of  the  Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society: 

Re-assembled  in  this  convenient  and  ample  Hall,  appropriated  by  your 
liberality  to  the  especial  purposes  of  the  Library;  and  not  less  particu- 
larly, perhaps,  assigned  as  planned  for  those  Weekly  Exhibitions  to  which 
the  Society  owes  so  much  of  its  later  prosperity;  wre  may  well  leave  to  the 
curious  student  of  our  Records  a  narrative  of  the  wreary  steps  that  pause 
at  last  upon  the  finished  threshold  of  achievement.  The  tiresome  mo- 
notony of  appointment  of  Committee  upon  Committee;  each  anxious  for 
improvement,  but  afraid  or  reluctant  to  initiate  it;  can  there  be  traced  at 
tedious  length.  The  partial  alteration, — the  actual  and  unprofitable  en- 
gagement of  rooms  elsewhere, — with  the  tenancy,  for  years,  of  Mechan- 
ics and  Washburn  Halls,  are  detailed  upon  many  a  page.  Although  much 
has  been  done  that  could  be  improved,  were  it  to  be  done  again;  and  al- 
though no  one  of  the  Committee  having  the  work  in  charge  will  pro- 
nounce himself  exactly  suited  in  ever}'-  respect,  still  there  must  be  a  con- 
currence of  opinion  that  our  property  is  materially  benefited  and  quite 
adapted  to  the  uses  for  which  it  was  first  constructed. 

While  it  is  not  thought  necessary  to  dilate  largely  upon  the  history  of 
this  improvement,  a  few  words  may  be  permitted  in  the  ascription  of 
their  due  meed  of  praise  to  those  with  whom  its  accomplishment  more 
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especially  rested.  To  the  contractor,— Mr.  Benjamin  C.  Jaques,— signal 
credit  should  be  awarded  for  the  taste  which  designed  so  skillfully  that 
which  his  zeal  and  diligence  wrought  out  as  faithfully  in  execution.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  O.  B.  Hadwen,  ever  manifested  a  con- 
stant and  profound  interest  in  the  progress  of  the  work.  But  it  is  the 
simplest  justice  to  Mr.  John  C.  Newton,  to  state  thus  publicly,  in  this 
Eeport,  what  was  obvious  at  the  time  to  some  few,  that  the  Society  owes 
him  a  debt  that  can  never  be  satisfied.  For  days  and  weeks  together  his 
attention  was  untiring  and  assiduous.  He  devoted  his  whole  time  to  a 
personal  supervision  of  the  entire  process  of  renovation,  often  suggesting 
alterations  of  striking  novelty  and  value.  Where  others  attempted  and 
meant  to  do  their  duty,  it  is  but  fair  to  concede  the  palm  to  him  whose 
well-doing  wearied  not. 

The  Society  voted,  at  its  Annual  Meeting  in  1873,  to  initiate  a  wide  de- 
parture from  the  usages  of  the  past.  Almost  from  the  foundation  of  the 
Society  it  has  been  the  accepted  custom  to  solicit  the  aid  and  contribu- 
tions of  all  who  felt  kindly  disposed,  in  the  various  departments  of  Flori- 
culture and  Pomology.  It  became  inevitable,  in  the  cordial  response  to 
such  appeal,  that  the  tables,  at  each  Exhibition,  should  be  cumbered  with 
much  that  was  little  calculated  to  "advance  the  Science  or  promote  the 
Practice  of  Horticulture."  The  plethora  of  articles,  in  turn,  occasioned 
a  deficiency  of  space,  so  that  at  last,  in  sheer  helplessness,  refuge  was 
necessarily  sought  in  the  ampler  accommodations  of  Mechanics  Hall.  But 
the  greater  room  must  not  look  dreary,  nor  unoccupied;  and  once  more, 
with  the  enlarged  space  for  our  Exhibitions,  went  forth  the  call  for  more 
profuse  contributions.  A  change  had  become  imperative — the  opportu- 
nity for  it  was  furnished  by  the  completion  of  the  alterations  just  effected 
iu  Horticultural  Hall. 

As  a  preliminary  step  towards  a  remedy  for  this  state  of  things,  the 
Society  determined,  with  some  misgivings  it  is  true,  to  try  the  experiment 
of  holding  two  Exhibitions  instead  of  the  one  which  has  ordinarily  ex- 
hausted its  energies.  At  the  earlier  of  these  it  was  anticipated  that  the 
Fruits,  Flowers,  etc.,  of  the  closing  Summer  might  be  seen  in  their  prime. 
After  an  interval  of  a  month,  the  products  of  the  maturer  Autumn,  the 
ripened  growth  of  the  year,  could  be  exhibited,  as  they  had  never  been 
before,  in  consummate  fruition.  Many  brilliant  species  of  Flowers  have 
been  marred,  or  wholly  cut  off  from  view,  in  former  seasons,  by  prema- 
ture frosts,  or  the  withering  influence  of  drought.  Half  developed  speci- 
mens of  the  Baldwin,  or  Roxbury  Russett,  were  rudely  plucked,  but  to  be 
placed  in  violent  juxtaposition  to  the  Gravenstein  or  Duchess  of  Olden- 
burg.   The  Bartlett  and  Flemish  Beauty  found  themselves  pitted,  in  un- 
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natural  rivalry,  against  the  Beurre  d'  Anjou  or  Winter  Nelis.  A  radical 
change  of  this  arrangement  was  indispensable.  You  are  to  be  congratu. 
lated  for  having  applied  a  remedy  immediately  upon  perception  of  its 
necessity. 

In  his  Annual  Report  for  A.  D.  1872,  your  Secretary  urgently  advised 
"  the  abolition  of  the  existing  system  of  classification  ('of  Apples  and 

Pears')  as  meaningless  and  unprofitable,  and  the  substitution  therefor 
"of  a  direct  competition  between  the  different  lots  of  Ihe  same  variety." 
In  his  Report  for  A.  I).  1873,  repeating  and  enforcing  that  advice,  he 
continued:  "Kow  if  there  were  any  recognized  standard  of  quality  by 
which  to  determine  the  pre-eminence  of  a  particular  variety,  our  present 
system  of  classification  might  not  be  so  objectionable.  But,  while  one 
member  of  the  Committee  may  find  the  Belle  Lucrative  grateful  to  his 
palate,  another  would  rank  it  as  insipid  and  utterly  without  merit.  To 
many,  the  chief,  if  not  only,  recommendation  of  the  Duchesse  is  its  size. 
Take,  however,  the  case  of  two  lots,  of  different  or  partially  the  same 
varieties,  yet  all  of  conceded  excellence,  and  what  test  shall  be  applied 
to  decide  between  them?  What  comparison  can  be  instituted  between 
the  Lawrence  and  Winter  Nelis,  each  unsurpassed  of  its  kind!  Who 
shall  decide  that  the  Beurre  d'  Anjou  is  a  better  Pear  than  the  Beurre 
Bosc,  or  vice  versa  ?  The  truth  is,  that  1he  whole  theory  is  radically 
vicious,  and  justice  becomes  impossible  of  administration  under  the  con- 
sequent practice." 

The  Committee,  appointed  to  establish  a  Schedule  of  Premiums,  recog- 
nizing the  force  of  the  argument,  resolved  so  to  shape  their  action  as  to 
give  it  at  least  partial  effect.  They  therefore  abolished  a  multiplicity  of 
"classes"  among  Pears,  retaining  but  two  (2)  of  them  at  either  the  Sep- 
tember or  October  Exhibition,  without  counting  the  "New  Species,"  of 
which  specimens  were  scarcely  expected.  The  result  is  simply  wonder- 
ful, more  than  justifying  the  most  sanguine  anticipations  of  your  Sec- 
retary. 
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For  your  more  precise  intelligence  of  this  whole  matter,  the  more 
necessary  as  your  co-operation  is  asked  in  a  complete  and  sweeping  ap- 
plication of  the  general  principles,  a  table  is  appended  of  the  Entries  of 
Pears,  at  each  Exhibition,  whether  in  Classes  or  as  Single  Plates  : 


SEPTEMBER  EXHIBITION. 


Class  One    (1)   Fifteen  (15)  Varieties. 

Class  Two.  (2)  Single  Plates. 

Contributors. 

Plates. 

Total  Specimens. 

Contributors. 

Plates. 

Total  Specimens. 

8 

40 

480 

30 

80 

960 

Aggregate  of  Pears  in  September,  -  -  1,440 


OCTOBER  EXHIBITION". 


Class  One.   (1)  Fifteen  (15)  Varieties. 

Class   Two.   (2)   Single  Plates. 

Contributors. 

Plates. 

90 

Total  Specimens. 

Contributors. 

Plates. 

Total  Specimens. 

6 

1,080 

73 

279 

3,588 

Aggregate  of  Pears  in  October,  -  -  4,668 

Besides  which  there  were  offered,  in  the  Classes  where  they  were  in- 
appropriate, or  for  exhibition,  exacting  space  that  was  illy  spared,  fifty- 
one  (51)  plates  containing  six  hundred  and  twelve  specimens. 

A  simple  analysis  of  these  figures  supplies  its  own  commentary.  Four- 
teen (14)  contributors  to  these  two  Exhibitions  demanded  and  must  have 
room  for  one  hundred  and  thirty  (130)  plates,  containing  fifteen  hun- 
dred and  sixty  (1560)  specimens;  whereas  the  display  of  forty-five 
hundred  and  forty-eight  (4548)  Pears  excited  the  emulation  and  nerved 
the  zeal  of  one  hundred  and  three  (103)  competitors.  Whatsoever  was 
choicest  and  fairest — that  which  would  arrest  and  rivet  attention— in  fact, 
the  pick  and  cull  from  the  entire  crop  was  eliminated  for  array  upon  the 
Single  Plates.  Class  One  (1)  the  collection  of  fifteen  varieties  between 
which  the  diversities  of  appearance,  size,  and  flavor  might  be  as  wide  as 
the  poles  are  apart,  should  be  welcome  to  whatever  remained  after  Class 
Two  (2),  with  its  Single  Plates,  was  filled. 
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But,  for  a  more  forcible  illustration  of  this  point,  let  us  consider  the 
Apples— our  staple  and  most  valuable  fruit : 


SEPTEMBER  EXHIBITION. 


Class  1. 

Class  Two.  (2)  Single  Plates. 

Contributors.      j  Plates. 

Total  Specimens. 

Contributors.     J  Plates. 

Total  Specimens. 

7  36 

360 

36         i  80 

800 

Aggregate  of  Specimens  in  September, 


1,16J 


OCTOBER  EXHIBITION. 


Classes  1,  2,  3,  4.  5,  6 

Class  Seven.   (7)   Single  Plates. 

Contributors. 

27 

Plates. 

Total  Specimens. 

Contributors. 

Plates. 

Total  Specimens. 

286 

2,860 

45 

184 

1,840 

Aggregate  of  Specimens  in  October, 


4,700 


The  inadequacy  of  the  space  available  for  our  Autumnal  Exhibition  (in 
October  especially),  was  painfully  evident.  And  yet,  at  that  Exhibition, 
room  was  assigned  to  three  hundred  and  seventy-six  (376)  plates,  con- 
taining three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty  (3940)  Apples  and  Pears, 
which  were  inferior  to  others  of  their  kind  upon  the  tables,  and  whose 
simple  exclusion  would  not  only  have  involved  a  proper  saving  of  ex- 
pense, but  also  a  downright  economy  of  labor.  Room  must  be  gained  in 
some  way.  In  what  manner  more  effectually,  or  to  greater  satisfaction, 
than  by  the  abolition  of  every  remnant  of  an  obnoxious  system,  which 
has  no  other  recommendation  but  that  of  antiquity!  It  was  well  enough 
a  generation  since  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  experience  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Society.  But  we  are  now  taught  by  a  lifetime  of  personal  observa- 
tion, and  have  no  excuse  for  disregard  of  its  admonitions. 

The  evil  is  as  apparent  in  the  Vegetable  Department,  which  justly 
demands  so  much  of  your  attention,  and  which,  within  a  few  years,  has 
been  raised  to  a  position  of  signal  eminence.  Competent  judges  express- 
ed the  opinion  that  abetter  display  of  Vegetables  was  never  seen  in 
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Massachusetts  than  that^which  struggled  for  exhibition  last  October  in 
the  Hall  of  Ceres.  And  yet  there  too  were  great  collections— mere 
numerical  aggregates  of  species,  of  every  one  of  which  superior  speci- 
mens were  shown  by  the  same  contributors  in  their  single  lots.  No  man 
who  proposes  to  contest  the  palm  of  excellence  for  Corn,  Squashes  or 
Potatoes  will  risk  his  chances  by  merging  his  best  samples  in  a  general 
collection,  any  more  than  he  would  imperil  his  whole  hopes  by  first  exhib- 
iting his  productions,  blighting  their  freshness,  at  the  poor  old  Hippo- 
drome. All  ';  general  collections"  in  the  Vegetable  Department  are  as 
meaningless  (while  they  are  even  more  cumbersome)  as  they  have  been 
found  among  the  Fruits.  Your  Secretary  has  no  hesitation  therefore,  in 
advising  that  all  general  collections,  whether  of  Apples,  Pears  or  Veget- 
ables, be  abolished.  That  the  sums  thereby  saved  be  applied  to  the 
greater  encouragement  of  the  several  species  in  the  various  Genera  of 
Field  and  Garden  products.  That  quality  be  our  sole  aim,  at  the  expense 
of  quantity  or  specific  gravity — this  latter  with  due  deference  to  the 
Committee  on  Pears.  That,  for  example,  three  mangolds  be  accepted  as 
evidence  that  a  cartload  just  like  them  could  have  been  piled  up,  to  the 
annoyance  of  every  one. 

The  holding  of  two  Autumnal  Exhibitions  was  so  novel  that  much 
must  be  allowed  for  the  inexperience  of  your  Officers  and  Committees. 
A  similar  excuse  will  not  suffice  for  another  year.  The  amount  of  space 
at  our  command  is  a  known  quantity.  The  amount  which  can  be  assigned 
to  the  several  departments  should  be  as  exactly  determined.  If  Cut 
Flowers  are  welcomed  in  September  they  must  be  excluded  in  October 
Where  there  is  a  will  there  is  a  way  to  the  systematic  arrangement  of 
exhibitions.  Frame  our  new  schedule  of  premiums  with  strict  heed  to 
these  suggestions;  require  its  enforcement  as  rigidly  as  that  of  the  an- 
cient code,  whereof  we  are  told  that  it  "  altereth  not,"  and  you  will  find 
that  your  Halls  are  ample  for  the  convenient  display  of  everything  worthy. 
For  aught  else  let  Agricultural  Hall  make  provision. 

In  apparent  contradiction  to  the  preceding  recommendation  may  be 
thought  the  advice  that  a  special  class  be  established  in  their  proper 
department  for  Crab  Apples.  But  their  development,  both  in  size  and 
quality,  has  been  so  marked,  of  late  years,  that  this  Society  would  fall 
short  of  its  surpassing  aim  did  it  fail  to  take  full  cognizance  of  their 
present  absolute  merit  and  of  their  prospective  excellence. 

The  offices  of  Secretary  and  Librarian,  having  been  disconnected  at  the 
last  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  the  condition  of  the  Library  will  be 
presented  to  you  by  the  officer  in  whose  charge  it  is  placed.  At  his 
request  the  duties  of  Librarian  were  discharged  by  your  Secretary  until 
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the  first  day  of  April,  at  which  time  the  renovation  of  the  Hall  was  com- 
menced. But  in  relinquishing  the  trust  so  long  committed  to  him,  the 
writer  may  be  pardoned  if  he  seeks  to  impress  you  with  a  more  profound 
sense  of  the  absolute  importance  to  the  well-being  and  growth  of  the 
Society,  that  the  Library  should  be  kept  easily  and  constantly  accessible 
Our  weekly  meetings  owe  their  origin  to  the  perception  of  this  need,  and 
their  permanence,  so  indispensable  to  our  continued  prosperity,  can  be 
secured  in  no  other  way.  This  Hall  of  Flora  should  be  an  attractive 
and  comfortable  place  of  resort  for  our  members,  to  which  they  may  come 
at  any  hour,  with  a  reasonable  assurance  of  finding  books  or  magazines 
handy  for  consultation.  Such  accommodation  is  especially  due  to  those 
of  our  associates  who  dwell  in  the  towns  of  the  County,  whose  occasions 
for  visiting  this  City  are  uncertain  and  impossible  of  subjection  to  any* 
fixed  rule.  The  use  of  our  Library  is  far  too  restricted  at  best.  Let  it 
not  be  our  reproach  that  we  accumulate  knowledge  but  to  seal  it  up 
hermetically. 

The  interest  in  Floriculture,  so  decidedly  manifested  in  1873,  was  plainly 
shown  throughout  the  past  summer.  The  offer  of  premiums  for  contri- 
butions by  amateurs  has  been  continued  to  common  advantage.  The  fair 
grower  of  Flowers  or  Plants  gets  some  compensation,  slight  enough  it  is 
true,  for  her  trouble,  while  the  public,  or  so  many  as  take  the  pains  to 
attend,  have  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  results  of  combined  skill 
and  taste  that  would  not  be  available  otherwise.  A  marked  advance  was 
evident  in  the  construction  of  Floral  Designs,  at  the  September  Exhibi- 
tion particularly.  In  this  class,  although  many  are  content  to  display  the 
merest  patchwork,  a  larger  number  have  set  for  themselves  a  high  stand- 
ard of  excellence.  All  that  can  be  done  to  stimulate  ambition  and  foster 
effort  in  the  Floral  Department  should  be  sanctioned  with  the  warmest 
heartiness.  The  worship  of  Flora  does  not,  it  is  too  sadly  true,  exempt 
her  devotees  from  the  influence  of  envy  and  ungenerous  feeling.  But 
malice  and  all  uncharitableness  are  not  necessary  attendants  upon  the 
love  for  beautiful  things,  and  we  can  afford  to  watch  and  wait  for  that 
growth  in  grace  which  will  be  sure  to  ensue  upon  development  in 
nature. 

The  interruption  to  our  weekly  meetings,  caused  by  the  work  of  altera- 
tion in  our  Halls,  was  somewhat  prejudicial  to  the  success  of  the  Sum- 
mer Exhibitions.  The  habit  of  attending  them  is  easily  lost  in  the  hurry 
and  bustle  of  life.  Nevertheless,  thanks  to  the  zeal  of  those  whose 
interest  never  flags,  there  was  almost  invariably  something  to  repay  study 
and  invite  examination.  Upon  the  19th  of  March  a  display  was  inaugu- 
gurated  for  the  first  time  in  the  vernal  season  of  Azaleas,  Primroses,  and 
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Spring-blooming  Bulbs.  The  contributions  to  that  show  were  many  and 
various,  affording  good  promise  for  its  repetition  hereafter. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  experienced  throughout  the  year  by  the 
tardiness  of  the  seasons — flowers  and  fruits  scarcely  ever  maturing  at  the 
date  anticipated.  For  the  first  time  in  fifteen  j^ears  the  Annual  Exhibi- 
tion of  Roses  and  Strawberries  had  to  be  postponed.  A  similar  necessity 
of  deferring  their  exhibition  became  imperative  in  the  case  of  all  the 
Small  Fruits  in  turn. 

The  crop  of  Strawberries  during  the  past  season,  and  their  display  upon 
our  tables,  was  never  surpassed  nor  even  equaled.  The  prevalence  of  the 
finer  varieties  among  the  collections  was  a  gratifying  and  especially  no- 
ticeable feature.  The  cultivation  of  the  Jucunda  or  Downing  exacts  but 
little  more  care,  and  their  superior  .flavor,  whether  grown  for  home  con- 
sumption or  the  market,  amply  rewards  one  for  additional  labor.  No  true 
horticulturist  should  be  content  with  aught  but  the  best.  The  commu- 
nity will  speedily  come  to  appreciate  the  success  of  his  efforts,  and  remu- 
nerate him  by  taking  the  surplus  of  his  crop  upon  his  own  terms. 

The  display  of  Raspberries  and  Cherries  was  meagre  enough.  It 
will  be  cause  for  regret,  should  the  cultivation  of  the  Raspberry,  conge- 
nial as  it  is  to  our  soil,  be  generally  relinquished.  It  is  true  that  the 
Peach  is  imported  from  the  South,  to  become  its  successful  competitor  in 
open  market.  But  even  the  Peach  may  fail  elsewhere,  as  during  the 
present  year.  Besides  which,  the  one  costs  but  the  labor  of  cultivation, 
while  to  procure  the  other  we  must  first  obtain  the  money  to  send  away 
for  the  purchase  of  fruits  that  fail  to  mature  at  home  Although  this  can 
hardly  be  predicated  with  exactness  of  the  Peach,  grown  well  and  con- 
stantly in  former  years  throughout  Worcester  County,  and  requiring, 
doubtless,  only  the  happy  conjuncture  of  sound  trees  and  a  suitable  soil 
to  reward  the  assiduity  of  the  orchardist. 

It  has  been  gratifying  to  notice  the  reappearance  of  the  Plum  upon 
our  tables,  after  its  utter  loss  had  been  apprehended.  Nothing  but  dili- 
gence and  ordinary  watchfulness  are  required  for  its  successful  culture. 
A  society  that  numbers  so  many  good  pomologists  among  its  members 
should  not  allow  itself  to  be  thwarted  by  an  insignificant  insect,  in  the 
effort  to  propagate  any  species  of  fruit.  That  which  has  just  been  said  of 
the  Plum,  may  be  repeated  even  more  truly  of  the  Quince.  Formerly 
grown  in  every  garden,  how  few  bushes  have  been  planted  to  replace 
those  that  were  destroyed  by  the  terrible  frost  of  a  dozen  years  since. 
And  yet,  with  their  vitality  unimpaired,  a  crop  is  more  certainly  gathered 
from  them  than  from  the  Apple.  Delicious  for  conserves,  there  is  ever 
a  steady  demand  for  them,  which  it  would  appear  to  be  for  the  interest  of 
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some  one  to  supply.  The  orchardist  depends  too  exclusively  upon  chance, 
if,  like  the  Southern  planter,  he  places  his  sole  reliance  upon  a  single 
crop.  The  cravings  of  the  palate  are  as  varied  as  the  seasons;  and  as  the 
measure  of  Procrustes  would  not  fit  every  one,  so  neither  can  individual 
appetite,  or  the  lack  of  it,  be  established  as  an  immutable  law. 

The  usual  misrepresentation  has  followed  us  throughout  the  past  sea- 
son, impeding  our  efforts  and  lessening  our  usefulness.  Disappointment 
at  the  failure  to  win  expected  premiums  has  led  to  withdrawal  from 
competition  at  future  exhibitions,  accompanied  by  scarcely  veiled  impu- 
tations of  gross  partiality  on  the  part  of  the  judges.  One  person,  aftei 
boasting  of  his  success  in  growing  a  particular  fruit,  replied  to  the  inquiry 
of  your  Secretary,  why  he  failed  to  show  specimens  at  our  Exhibition, 
that  a  friend  of  his  remarked  to  him  in  1873,  in  Horticultural  Hall,  "  Why 
do  you  bring  your  Peaches  here?  You  cannot  get  a  premium."  Now, 
if  that  man  was  a  member  of  the  Society,  his  insinuation  simply  betrayed 
the  fact  that  our  privileges  are  sometimes  unavoidably  conferred  upon 
those  wholly  unworthy  of  them.  If  he  was  not  a  member,  he  abused  our 
hospitality,  which  suffered  him  to  intrude  upon  enjoyments  that  he  proved 
himself  incapable  of  appreciating  by  his  facile  evolution  of  a  gratuitous 
slander.  In  either  case  he  told  a  sheer  falsehood,  which  is  none  the  less 
rank  that  its  exposure  has  been  so  frequent  and  thorough.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Peaches,  etc.,  is  constituted  of  members  of  whom  W.  W.  Cook, 
Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston,  and  Paul  Whitin  may  be  taken  as 
representatives.  The  awards  have  mostly  been  given  away  from  Wor- 
cester. If  anybody  fancies  that  the  gentlemen  named,  or  their  colleagues, 
would  be  unduly  swayed  by  fear  or  favor,  he  will  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  his 
jaundice.  Yet  disappointed  greed  is  ever  calumniating  such  men,  impu- 
ting to  them  faults  that  itself  would  be  too  happy  to  commit  did  occasion 
serve. 

The  Autumnal  Exhibitions  of  our  Society,  changed  though  their  date, 
were  subjected  to  their  usual  rivalry.  The  parade  of  the  comic  Gyas- 
cutus,  in  a  neighboring  town,  might  be  expected  to  offer  irresistible 
attraction  to  congenial  minds:  but  the  persistence  of  the  Agricultural 
Society,  in  its  futile  efforts  to  organize  a  horticultural  display,  after  its 
formal  and  unrepealed  vote  to  abandon  such  waste  of  its  scanty  means, 
is  inexplicable  upon  any  theory  of  a  prevalent  comity.  It  is  to  be  regret- 
ted that  some  of  our  active  members,  notably  Trustees,  feel  at  liberty  to 
serve  two  masters;  disregarding  the  moral  precepts  instilled  into  their 
youthful  minds,  which  warn  them  how  they  "  make  unto  themselves 
friends  of  the  mammon  of  unrighteousness."  Better,  although  he  may 
appear  to  utter  it  in  his  own  praise*,  that  they  imitated  the  example  of 
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your  Secretary,  who,  when  solicited  to  grind  in  the  same  prison-house,  as 
chairman  of  a  notorious  committee,  felt  that  there  was  "  too  much  pork 
for  a  shilling."  He  scrupled  religiously  against  "casting  away  pearls." 
He  was  too  polite  to  deliver  a  sermon  from  the  text,  "  De  te  fabula  nar- 
ratur."  May  we  not  ask  of  our  associates  of  the  Society,  and  upon  the 
JrJoard  of  Trustees,  that  they  shall  hereafter  walk  more  circumspectly? 
thereby  saving  their  bacon! 

That  infectious  disease,  the  blight,  manifold  in  its  methods  as  inexplica- 
ble in  its  insidious  operations,  has  been  unwontedly  destructive  during 
the  past  official  year.  In  England,  such  were  its  ravages  that  it  has 
received  a  specific  appellation,  and  is  feared  but  respected  as  the  "Amer- 
ican Blight."  There  it  appears  to  prove  as  fatal  to  the  Apple  as,  until 
lately,  among  ourselves  it  has  shown  itself  to  the  Pear.  But  even  at 
home,  unless  the  scrutiny  of  keen  and  interested  observers  is  at  fault,  its 
deadly  sphere  is  widening.  Many  a  goodly  tree  in  our  Worcester  orchards 
has  succumbed  to  it — not  alone  depriving  its  owner  of  the  present  crop, 
but  also  destroying  his  hopes  for  the  future.  Your  Secretary  has  expe- 
rienced a  personal  disappointment  from  this  cause,  where  he  had  trusted 
to  be  of  service  to  this  Society  and  the  community.  In  two  instances 
stocks  upon  which  he  had  ingrafted  new  species  of  Pears,  whose  thrifty 
growth  for  three  years  gave  promise  that  their  quality  might  be  speedily 
tested,  suddenly  shriveled  in  leaf  and  branch,  lingered  awhile  and  died. 
The  Souvenir  du  Congres  failed  in  this  way  upon  the  Belle  Lucrative, 
and  the  Duchesse  de  Bordeaux  upon  the  Glout  Morceau.  Of  this  lattei 
variety,  by  the  way,  of  unrivalled  excellence  when  soundly  matured,  we 
may  prepare  to  take  final  leave.  Superb  of  flavor,  as  unique  in  foliage 
and  wood,  what  wonder  that  it  should  have  provoked  the  especial  com- 
ment of  our  late  associate,  George  Jaques — eliciting  from  that  shrewd 
observer  continual  references  to  its  singular  likeness  to  the  Quince. 
Whichever  may  have  preceded  in  the  race  of  "  natural  selection,"  it  is 
growing  rapidly  and  sadly  evident  that  in  the  mortal  disease  which 
threatens  their  speedy  extermination  no  specimen  of  either  will  remain 
to  illustrate  a  u  survival  of  the  fittest."  Remedies  without  number  have 
been  suggested,  tried,  and  found  ineffective.  Our  learned  associate, 
Thomas  Meehan,  is  of  opinion  that  weakness  of  the  tree,  due  to  insuffi- 
cient nourishment  or  the  lack  of  suitable  food,  is  the  one  adequate  cause 
to  which  the  origin  of  the  blight  may  be  attributed.  He  thinks  that  the 
potash  in  the  soil  has  become  exhausted,  no  longer  being  restored  in  the 
form  of  wood  ashes,  whose  beneficent  influence  upon  plant-growth  is 
utterly  lost  in  the  residuum  from  anthracite.  This  is  in  his  favor,  at 
least,  and  so  far  supports  his  theory  (which  he  claims  to  have  practical!}- 
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demonstrated),  that  our  original  orchards  were  planted  upon  forest  clear- 
ings, or  upon  those  natural  openings  whose  rich  humus  was  the  accumu- 
lation of  centuries. 

And  here  it  is  perhaps  as  pertinent  as  anywhere  to  express  a  regret  that 
the  Society  has  failed  to  concur  with  the  Secretary  in  his  estimate  of  the 
value  to  the  members  of  a  course  of  Botanical  Lectures.  Possessing,  in 
our  own  Commonwealth,  a  Master  of  that  science,  to  whose  teachings  the 
learned  of  all  lands  reverently  hearken,  we  plod  along  in  contented  igno- 
rance, and  decline  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  instruction' that  ought  to  be 
eagerly  solicited.  Few  will  read,  even  cursorily,  fewer  still  will  spare 
time  to  study  the  printed  text-book,  but  all  would  listen  eagerly,  as,  with 
lucid  utterance  and  earnest  enthusiasm,  the  profound  knowledge  of  Asa 
Gray  should  be  instilled  into  willing  ears.  There  are  some  in  the  com- 
munity for  whom  sonorous  periods  and  vapid  verbiage  have  lost  their 
fascination.  If  merely  as  an  intellectual  problem  it  might  be  worth  while 
to  test  the  attraction,  if  any,  that  sound  learning  has  for  the  public. 

The  continual  need  of  studying,  or  identifying  varieties  of  flower  or 
fruit,  inadequately  met  as  it  has  been,  would,  of  itself,  be  sadly  sugges- 
tive; but  when,  in  addition,  we  have  had  to  miss  the  constant  presence 
and  unwearied  fidelity  of  our  late  associate,  our  sense  of  the  deprivation 
experienced  by  the  Society  in  the  death  of  John  Milton  Earle,  acquires  a 
keener  poignancy.  Appropriate  action  was  taken  by  the  Trustees,  at  a 
special  meeting,  in  solemn  recognition  of  the  loss  to  the  Society,  as  well 
as  to  the  cause  of  Horticulture,  occasioned  by  his  decease.  It  is  no  part 
of  my  purpose  to  attempt  his  eulogy,  or  to  disturb  a  single  leaf  of  that 
autumnal  chaplet  that  lies  so  softly  upon  his  grave.  But  yet  I  may,  per- 
haps, be  pardoned,  as  one  whose  memory  goes  back  to  events  beyond  the 
personal  knowledge  of  most  of  you,  if  I  revert  to  his  early  participation 
in  these  meetings  at  the  Old  Town  Hall,  by  the  origination  and  mainten- 
ance of  which  William  Lincoln,  Christopher  C.  Baldwin,  Emory  Wash- 
burn, and  George  Folsom  did  so  much  to  awaken  and  foster  a  love  for 
botanical  research  among  the  pupils  of  our  public  schools.  Sharing  in 
their  early  morning  rambles,  when,  armed  with  baskets  or  plant-case, 
they  sallied  forth  to  ransack  Newton  Swamp  or  Salisbury  Grove,  he  was 
also  as  eager  as  the  youngest  boy  among  them  to  detect  the  Orchis  or 
Cardinal  Flower  in  the  mass  of  weeds  beneath  which  it  had  been  hidden. 
A  close  and  observant  student  of  nature,  he  had  early  learned  to  inter- 
pret her  language,  and  to  master  the  abstruse  lore  which  serves  as  a  veil 
to  her  hidden  mysteries.  Those  lectures,  if  so  they  may  be  termed, 
unstudied  and  informal  as  they  were,  supplied  pretty  much  all  the 
knowledge  of  botany  ever  acquired  by  those  who  were  privileged  to  listen 
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to  them.  Were  the  facilities  for  obtaining  useful  knowledge  as  freely 
extended  to  scholars  at  the  present  day,  it  is  quite  possible  that  our  boys 
and  girls  might  be  less  thoroughly  versed  in  the  recondite  science  of  the 
demi-semiquaver,  but  yet  be  able  to  distinguish  a  mushroom  from  a 
toadstool. 

But  not  only  in  this  sphere  of  labor  did  our  late  associate  strive  to 
impress  a  perception  of  the  beauties  of  the  natural  or  cultivated  landscape 
upon  the  minds  of  the  people  with  whom  his  lot  was  cast.  The  columns 
of  the  Massachusetts  Spy,  of  which  he  was  so  long  the  careful  and  untir- 
ing Editor,  bear  constant  testimony  to  his  horticultural  devotion.  Of  the 
incalculable  debt  of  this  Society  to  him,  and  to  William  Lincoln,  who  at 
the  same  time  occupied  the  editorial  chair  of  the  National  JEgis,  no  one 
can  form  an  adequate  estimate  who  has  not  searched  the  older  files  of  the 
newspapers  for  records  of  our  earlier  transactions.  But  for  them,  and 
for  their  willingness  to  publish  the  reports  of  our  committees,  however 
extended,  we  should  be  left  utterly  without  trace  of  the  history  of  our 
Society  during  its  original  decade  of  struggles  for  a  feeble  existence. 
For  that  great  service,  little  appreciated  in  its  day,  our  gratitude  should 
be  acknowledged  without  stint,  now  that  the  worth  of  what  he  did  so 
unselfishly  can  be  properly  estimated. 

In  his  apt  remarks  to  the  Trustees,  officially  announcing  the  sad  event, 
the  President  placed  especial  emphasis  upon  the  thoroughness  of  Mr. 
Earle.  Perhaps  no  one,  more  frequently  than  your  Secretary,  had  occasion 
to  notice  this  characteristic  of  his  mind.  He  could  not  be  content  so  long 
as  doubt  rested  upon  any  point  which  it  was  possible  for  personal  research 
to  resolve.  Many  an  afternoon  has  he  spent  at  the  Library,  hunting 
through  its  shelves  for  curious  volumes  of  horticultural  lore,  in  which  he 
has  left  no  one  behind  him  so  profoundly  versed,  and  poring  over  their 
pages  for  hours,  in  patient  effort  to  determine  some  question  that  had 
been  submitted  to  him  in  lloricuJture  or  pomology.  He  was  human,  it  is 
true,  and  his  impatience  was  occasionally  manifested  when  ignorance  or 
slothfulness  sought  to  impose  upon  him  the  decision  of  matters  which  the 
least  study  or  observation  would  have  enabled  the  querists  to  settle  f©r 
themselves.  But  even  his  better  nature  would  regret  the  hasty  word, 
impelling  him  to  atone  to  those  so  little  deserving,  by  lavish  drafts  upon 
his  treasured  stores  of  information. 

If  in  some  of  his  later  years  he  was  partially  withdrawn  from  us  by  the 
cares  of  official  life,  with  its  too  long  deferred  remuneration,  the  sever- 
ance was  but  temporary — party  ingratitude  discharging  the  veteran  whose 
best  energies  were  wasted  in  its  service.  Thenceforward  his  ancient  zest 
for  all  horticultural  pursuits  seemed  to  gain  renewed  vigor.    Upon  your 
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Committee  of  Nomenclature  he  assumed  almost  the  whole  responsibility, 
for  which  indeed  no  other  was  so  well  fitted.  Homer  sometimes  nodded. 
Nor  is  it  strange  that  the  burden  of  advancing  years  should  have  at  times 
affected  the  recollection  of  our  friend,  suffering  him  to  fall  into  the  snare 
shrewdly  but  good-naturedly  planned  to  entrap  him.  But  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  those  who  ventured  to  differ  from  him,  in  naming  or  identifying 
varieties  or  species,  whether  of  flower,  fruit  or  vegetable,  in  all  which  he 
was  equally  proficient,  had  need  to  know  well  their  ground.  What  he 
deemed  probable  was  pretty  likely  to  be  as  he  thought.  What  he  asserted 
for  a  fact  was  generally  found,  by  reference  to  Downing  or  Burr,  to  be 
sustained  by  the  preponderance  of  authority. 

Neither  the  Horticultural  Society  nor  the  community  will  ever  justly 
estimate  their  debt  to  Mr.  Earle  for  his  labors  to  introduce  new  flowers  or 
fruits.  He  was  an  assiduous  student  of  the  foreign  Catalogues — keeping 
alive  his  familiarity  with  French  that  he  might  the  more  freely  corre- 
spond with  Leroy  and  his  compatriots.  One  of  the  latest,  as  it  was  the 
greatest  of  his  acquisitions,  was  that  superb  Pear — the  Doyenne  du 
Cornice.  Of  his  being  the  first  to  make  this  variety  known  in  Worcester, 
he  never  wearied  of  speaking  to  your  Secretary,  whensoever  its  name  was 
repeated  in  his  hearing. 

But  his  place  upon  our  committee  is  unfilled,  and  his  name  upon  our 
rolls  no  longer  elicits  a  response.  Yet  his  fruits  will  continue  to  depend 
from  the  bough,  reminding  us  of  his  good  deeds,  and  his  portrait,  upon 
the  walls  of  this  goodly  Hall  of  Flora,  appropriately  commemorates  the 
completion  of  a  work  that  he  would  have  rejoiced  in,  but  was  not  spared 
to  see.  May  that  speaking  likeness  ever  bring  back  to  us  a  quickening 
sense  of  his  cheering  presence.  May  it  also  stimulate,  at  least  in  our 
younger  members,  the  ambition  to  partake  of  his  enthusiasm  and  to  rival 
his  success! 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

EDWAKD  WINSLOW  LINCOLN, 

Secretary. 

Hall  of  Flora,  November  4,  a.d.  1874. 
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Bancroft,  Mary  C*  " 
Bancroft,  Mrs.  Mary  M.  " 
Bancroft,  Chas.  P.  Boston. 
Barton,  Ira  M.*  Worcester. 
Barton,  Wm.  S.  " 
1862   Barton,  Geo.  S. 

Barton,  Mrs.  M.  L.  K.  " 
Barbour,  Wm.  C.  " 


il 
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Date. 

1864 
(< 

1865 

1860 
1853 

1859 
1870 


Name. 


Residence. 

Worcester. 


1860 


1853 
18U5 


1867 
1872 
1874 
1870 


N.  Y.  City. 
Worcester. 


Brookline. 


Barber,  Miss  R.  E. 
Barber,  Geo. 

Barber,  Mrs.  Geo.  " 
Barber,  Miss  Isabella  G.  " 
Barnard,  E.  L  * 
Barnard,  Mrs.  E.  L.  " 
Barnard,  John*  " 
Barnard,  Geo.  A.  " 
Barnard,  Miss  Caroline*  " 
Ball,  Richard* 
Ball,  Phineas  " 
Ball,  D.  Spencer. 
Bartlett  Mrs.  Theodore  H.  Wor. 
Bartlett,  Stephen*  Cambridge. 
Barrows,  Wm.  Worcester. 
Barrows,  A.  Herbert  " 
Bates,  Geo.  A.  " 
Bates,  J.  N. 
Bates,  H.  G. 
Baylies,  A.* 
Barker,  Wm.* 
Banister,  Emory 
Banning,  E.  M. 
Barnes,  Artemas 
Bassett,  D.  H. 
Banks,  Thomas  S. 
Batchellor,  Elhanan*  Sutton. 
Batchelder,  E.  D.*  N.  Brook'd. 
Bachelor,  Chas.  O.  Northbridge 
Bachelor,  Mrs.  Chas.  O.  " 
Babbitt,  Pliny  H.  Barre. 
Bangs,  Mary  G.*  Worcester. 
Baker,  Zephaniah 
Baker,  Jacob 
Baker,  Mrs.  Jacob 
Baker,  Mrs.  L. 
Bacon,  Mrs.  John  E.* 
Bacon,  John  E.*  " 
Ballard,  John  S. 
Ballard,  Harry  " 
Ballard,  Edgar  " 
Baldwin,  John  S.        •  " 
Berry,  Zebina  E.  " 
1853   Bemis,  Merrick  " 
Beach,  Lucius  " 
Bent,  Chas.  M.  " 
Bennett,  Mrs.  Sarah  F.  " 
Belchei,  Charles  " 
Bennett,"  James  Leominster. 
1863   Bertody,  Miss  M.  F.  Leicester. 
1855   Bentley,  Geo.  W.  New  London. 
Bickford,  Wm.  M.*  Worcester. 
Bigelow,  Lewis*  " 


Dudley. 


Worcester. 


Date. 


1872 
1856 
1855 


Name. 


Residence. 

Worcester 


1871 


1855 


1866 
1868 


1855 
1864 


1859 


1863 
1864 


1874 
1874 


Bigelow,  Walter 
Bigelow,  Walter*  " 
Bigelow,  Walter  R.  <£ 
Bigelow,  Luther  H.*  " 
Bigelow,  Mrs.  Luther  H.  " 
Bigelow,  James  W.  " 
Bigelow,  Geo.  C*  " 
Billing,  Aaron*  " 
Bigelow,  Charles  Grafton. 
Bigelow,  Everett  W.  W  Boylston 
Bisco,  Dwight  Leicester. 
Biscoe,  Thos.  C.  Grafton. 
Blood,  O.  H.*  Worcester. 
Blood,  Mrs.  O.  H. 
Blake,  Jas.  B.*  " 
Blake,  Frederick  A.  " 
Bowen,  Geo.*       Cleveland,  O. 
Bowen,  E.  H.*  Worcester. 
Bowen,  Charles  " 
Boy  den,  Jos.  " 
Boyden,  John  " 
Boyden,  Elbridge  s* 
Bond,  Joseph*  " 
Bond,  Joseph  E.  " 
Bond,  Thos.  No 
Bottomly,  Thomas* 
Bottomly,  Booth* 
Boynton,  John* 
Bowman,  C.  D.* 
Bowman,  Jos.* 
Boyd,  John* 
Boland,  Tobias 
Boswell,  Mrs.  Annie  E. 
Bowker,  Sewall  H. 
Brooks,  A.  J. 
Brooks,  John* 
Brooks,  J.  H. 
Brooks,  Mrs.  C.  E. 
Briggs,  Joseph* 
Brigham,  E.  L. 
Brown,  Albert* 
Brown,  Wm.* 
Brown,  Alzirus 
Brown,  Geo.  A. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Brown,  Mrs.  J. 
Brown,  Jonas  " 
Brown,  Miss  Josie  E.  " 
Bradley,  Osgood  Worcester. 
Bradley,  Mrs.  Osgood  " 
Brimhall,  Silas  J.  " 
Brimhall,  Mrs.  Silas  J.  " 
Bruso,  Elizabeth  F.  " 


Brookfield. 
Leicester. 

Templeton. 
Oxford. 
N.  Braintree. 
Shrewsbury. 
Worcester. 


Harvard. 
Princeton. 
Worcester. 


Wilkinsonville. 


ROLL  OP  MEMBERS. 


Ill 


B. 


Date. 
1872 

1855 

1858 
1870 


1855 
1864 


1871 


1856 


1863 


Name. 


Residence. 

Worcester. 


Date. 


Breck,  Moses  T.* 
Breck,  Mrs.  H.  B. 
Bryant,  Mrs.  E.  " 
Brigham,  Chas.  Grafton. 
Bruramett,  Luke*  Leicester. 
Bull,  Trumbull  Harvard. 
Bullock,  A.  H.  Worcester. 
Bullock,  Mrs.  A.  H.  " 
Bullock,  G.  Augustus    •  " 
Bullock,  Miss  Isabel  H.  " 
Bullock.  Miss  Fanny  " 
Burbank,  John  G* 
Burbank,  J.  L.  " 
Burbank,  G.  G.  " 
Burbank,  Asa  L.  " 
Burbank,  Mrs.  Geo.  G.  " 
Burbank,  Miss  Carrie  A.  " 
Bush,  Wm.  " 
Bush,  Mrs.  Isaac  " 
Burnside,  S.  M.*  " 
Butman,  Benj.*  " 
Butman,  Sarah  L.  " 
Butman,  Geo.  F.*    N.  Y.  City. 
Burt,  Ellis*  Douglas. 
Buckley,  Wm.  Worcester. 
Burrage,  Leonard  Leominster. 
Burgess,  Dan'l  S.  Worcester. 
Burgess,  Mrs.  Daniel  S.  " 
Burr,  Heman  M.*  Leicester. 
Buff um,  Benj.  Providence,  R.  I. 


C. 


Name. 


1872    Carpenter,  L.  S. 

Cantield,  Mrs.  P.  S. 

1854  Can  field,  Miss  P.  W.  S 

1855  Carter,  Rufus 
Capron,  Wm.  C. 
Chapin,  Lewis* 
Chapin,  C.  P.* 


Residence. 

Worcester. 


Uxbridge. 
Worcester. 


Date. 


1871 


1857 


1869 

1864 
1867 
1872 

1863 


1873 

1858 

1856 
a 

tt 

1863 
1862 
1864 


Name. 


Residence. 


1868 


Chapin,  Henry  Worcester. 
Chapin,  Miss  Annie  T.  " 
Chapin,  Mrs.  Louisa  T.  " 
Chamberlain,  Thos.*  " 
Chamberlin,  H.  H. 
Chandler,  George  " 
Child,  Benj.  N* 
Chase,  Anthony  " 
Chase,  Mrs.  A.*  " 
Chase,  Wm.  M. 
Chase,  Chas.  A,  " 
Chase,  Mrs.  Chas.  A.  " 
Chase,  Joseph  " 
Chase,  Albert  1ST. 
Chamberlain,  Geo.  A.*  " 
Chamberlain,  Susan  E.  " 
Chamberlain,  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  " 
Chamberlin,  Mrs.  H.  H.  " 
Chickering,  C.  C.  *• 
Chase,  N.  B.  WilkinsoDville. 
Chenery,  Horace*  Worcester. 
Chaffin,  T.  M. 
Chaffin,  Oscar  " 
Church,  Moses  u 
Chapman,  I.  S.* 
Champney,  S.  P.*  Saundersville 
Champney,  Susan  A.  " 
Champney,  P.  A.*  Sutton. 
Champney,  S.  G*  " 
Cheney,  Leonard  Southbridge. 
Clapp,  John*  Leicester. 
Clapp,  Silas  Worcester. 
Clapp,  Mrs.  Simeon  " 
Clapp,  Frederick  A.  " 
Clark,  John  F.* 
Clark,  Wm.  C. 
Clark,  H.  O. 
Clark,  John  S. 
Clarke,  Josiah  H.  " 
Claflin,  John  " 
Conklin,  H.  W. 
Coleman,  C.  C* 
Cook,  D.  W. 

Cook,  Sumner  " 

Cook,  Nathaniel  H. 

Cook,  W.  W. 

Colton.  S.  H. 

Colton,  Mrs.  S.  H. 

Colton.  Mary  R.  " 

Comins,  D.  B. 

Coe,  Wm.* 

Coe,  Geo.  F. 

Coes,  Lorins:  " 


« 


IV 
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Bate. 


1855 
1863 


1863 
1863 

u 

1870 


1864 
« 

1865 


Name. 


Residence. 

Worcester. 


Date. 


1865 
1871 

1869 


1870 
1873 


1855 
1854 
1864 


Coes,  A.  G. 
Coes  Mrs.  John  H. 
Coes,  Frank  Loring  R.*  " 
Conant,  Edwin  " 
Conant,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  " 
Conant,  Miss  Elizabeth  " 
Comly,  James  Lexington. 
Craig,  Leonard*  Leicester. 
Cross,  Win.  Worcester. 
Cross,  Courtland  H  " 
Crompton,  George  " 
Crane,  Hosea  Millbury. 
Cruickshanks,  Geo.  Whitinsville 
Culver,  J.  S.*  Worcester. 
Curtis,  Tyler  P.  " 
Curtis,  Albert  " 
Curtis,  Mrs.  Joseph*  " 
Cushing,  Rev.  S.  A.  Somerville. 
Currier,  Augustus  N.  Worcester. 
Cutter,  Dr.  Calvin*  Warren. 
Cutting,  Jona*  Templeton. 


Residence. 

Worcester. 


Davis,  John* 
Davis,  Isaac 
Davis,  Mrs.  Isaac 
Davis,  Miss  Alice 
Davis,  Samuel 
Davis,  Edward  L. 
Davis,  Joseph  E. 
Davis,  Mrs.  Joseph  E. 
Davis,  Alfred 
Davis,  J.  C.  B. 
Davis,  Geo.  C* 
Davis,  Henry  G. 
Darling,  H.  G. 
Darling,  Loron  New  Worcester. 
Dawson,  Thos.  A.  Worcester. 
Dawson,  Mrs.  Thos  A.  " 
Day,  Jonathan*  " 
Daniels,  F.  H.* 
Daniels,  Nathan 
Daniels,  George  F. 
Dana,  John  A. 
Dadmun,  Appleton* 


N.  Y.  City. 
Northboro'. 

Millbury. 
Gt.  Britain. 


Leicester. 

Oxford. 
Worcester. 


Oxford. 


Leicester. 

Norwich,  Ct. 

Westboro'. 

Boston. 

Worcester. 
k 

Keokuk,  Iowa. 
N.  Y.  City. 

Sutton. 
Worcester. 


Date.  Name.  Residence. 

Dewey,  F.  H.  Worcester. 
1865   Dewey,  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  " 
"    Dewey,  Carrie  Clinton  " 
"    Dewey,  Bosebud 

De  Witt,  Alexander 

De  Witt,  Horace  S.* 

Denny,  Henry  A.  Worcester. 

Denny,  Joseph  A. 
1854   Denny,  Chas.  A. 

Denny,  Nath'l  P. 

Denny,  George,* 

Denny,  R.  S.* 

1864  Desper,  Wm.  E. 
Dickinson,  Wm. 
Dixie,  E.  F.* 
Dowley,  Levi  A. 
Dodge,  Harvey 

1859   Dodge,  Pickering* 

1865  Dodge,  Thomas  H. 
Dodge,  Mrs.  Benj.  J.  " 
Dorr,  Enos* 

1866  Driscoll,  Dennis  " 
Draper,  Wm.  A.*  " 
Draper,  Edwin*  " 

1867  Draper,  Mrs.  Edwin  " 
Draper,  James  " 
Draper,  Mrs.  James  " 
Drury,  Arthur  H.  " 
Dresser,  Geo.  A.       N.  Y.  City. 
Drake,  S.  A.  Sturbridge. 
Dutcher,  Frank  J.  Hopedale. 
Dunbar.  Ruf us  D.  *Columbus,  O 

1858   Dudley,' P.  W.*  Whitinsville. 

Dudley,  Geo.  J.  Millbury. 
1854   Dwinnell,  Leonard  Millbury. 

Dyer,  Calvin  Worcester. 

Dyer,  Mrs.  Calvin  " 

Dyer.  Miss  Hattie  L.  " 


E. 


Name. 


Earle,  Edward 
Earle,  John  Milton* 
Earle,  Mrs.  Sarah  H.* 
Earle,  Mrs.  Edward 
Earle,  Timothy  K. 
Earle'.  Thomas* 


Residence. 

Worcester. 


ROLL  OF  MEMBERS. 


V 


E. 

Date.  Name.  Residence. 

Earle,  O.  K.*  Worcester. 

Earle,  Anna  B. 

Earle,  Miss  Sarah  F. 

Earle,  Stephen  C. 

Earle,  Wm.  H. 
1874   Earle,  Mrs.  Wm.  H. 
1862   Eames,  Wm. 
1804   Eames,  Miss  Mary  R. 

1866  Eastman,  Miss  Emma 

1872  Eastman,  Wm.  H. 
Eaton,  Thomas  B. 
Eaton,  Mrs.  Charlotte  M 
Eaton,  Charles  B. 
Edwards,  John  F.  Boston. 

1858  Eldred,  Fred'k  A.*  Worcester. 

1864  Ellsworth,  Emory  A.  Barre. 
1868  Ellsworth,  Samuel*  Worcester. 

1873  Ellsworth,  J.  L. 

Emerson,  Mrs.  Jason  Millbury. 
Estey,  James  L.  Worcester. 
Estabrook,  James* 
1855   Estabrook,  James  E. 

1865  Estabrook,  Geo.  H. 

1867  Estabrook,  Mrs.  Geo.  H. 
Estabrook,  Daniel  F. 
Estabrook,  Arthur  E. 
Estabrook.  Joseph 


1859   Estabrook,  G.  W. 


Royals.ton. 
Grafton. 


Fairbanks,  Orrin  Westboro'. 
Fay,  Peter  Southboro'. 

1854  Farnum,  Joseph  S.*  Worcester. 
Farnum,  Miss  Mary  J.  " 

1855  Falconer,  James  D.  Worcester. 
1863   Fayerweather,  J.  A.  Westboro'. 

Felton,  Oliver  C.  Brookfield. 

1857  Ferguson,  S.  B.  Westboro'. 

1858  Ferguson,  Geo.  A.  " 

1859  Ferguson.  Henry  C.  " 
Fisher,  M.  L.  Farmersburg,  Iowa 

1869  Fisher,  Simon  E.  Worcester. 
1879   Fisher,  Mrs.  Jennie  M.  " 

Field,  John* 
1867   Field,  Samuel  T.*  " 

Fitch,  Ezra*  " 


Date. 
1865 


1863 
1874 
1863 


1871 


Name. 


1856 
1866 

1863 


1854 
1874 


Residence. 

Worcester. 


Boston. 
Oxford. 
Leicester. 
Worcester. 


Boylston. 


Fitch,  Dana  H. 
Fiske,  Edward  R. 
Fiske,  Mrs.  Edward  R 
Fiske,  Miss  LydiaC. 
Firth,  Abram 
Fitts,  Mrs.  D. 
Flint,  Mrs.  E.  H. 
Flagg,  David* 
Flagg,  Joel* 
Flagg,  Benjamin 
Flagg,  Dr.  Samuel 
Flagg,  Marshall* 
Flagg,  Mrs.  Marshall 
Flagg,  Mrs.  Ebenezer 
Flagg,  Montraville 
Flagg,  Nairn  m 
Flasrg,  Abijah*  " 
Flagg,  Stephen*  " 
Flagg,  Benj.  Shrewsbury 
Forbush,  Calvin  W.  Grafton 
Forbush,  Curtis,  Philadelphia 
Forbush,  Jona  Bolton, 
Fox,  Lemuel  J.*  Worcester 
Fox,  Wm.  B.*  " 
Fox,  Wm.  B.  Jr.* 
Fox,  Miss  Annie  R.  S.*  " 
Fox,  Miss  Maria  " 
Foster,  Alfred  D.*  «* 
Foster,  Samuel  B.*  " 
Foster,  Stephen  S. 
Foster,  Miss  Alia  W 
Foster,  D wight 
Foster,  Adams* 
Foster,  Chas.  T. 
French,  Hiram* 
Francis,  Geo.  E. 
Francis,  Mrs.  Geo.  E.  " 
Francis,  Miss  Elizabeth  R.  " 
Freehand,  Chas.  W.  Boston, 
Fuller,  Elisha*  Worcester, 
Fuller,  Mrs.  James  A.  " 


Boston. 
Holden. 

u 

Worcester. 


G. 

Name. 

Gates,  Simon  S. 
Gates,  John 
Gates,  Otis  A. 
Gale,  Frederick  W.* 


Residence. 

Illinois. 
Worcester. 
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G. 


Date. 


1856 


1872 

1874 
1860 


Name. 


Residence. 


1865 
1867 
1874 
1864 

1854 


1855 
1856 

1866 


1859 


1864 


Gay,  Wilkes  Worcester. 
Garfield,  Moses  D.  Sutton. 
Garside.  James  M.*  " 
Geer,  George  Worcester. 
Geer,  Mrs.  George  " 
Gerould,  Mrs.  Jaines  H.  " 
Gilbert,  Joseph  A.  " 
Gilbert,  Peregrine  B.  " 
Gilbert,  Mrs.  Chas.  W.  " 
Gilbert,  Chas.  W. 
Gill,  George  W. 
Gibbs,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  " 
Gleason,  Charles  W.  Holden. 
Gleason,  Joseph  H.  " 
Gleason,  Jonathan  R.  Worcester 
Glazier,  Henry 
Gould,  Hiram*  " 
Gould,  Erasmus*  " 
Goodrich,  Jesse  W.*  '* 
Goss,  William  " 
Goodell,  Arthur  A.  " 
Gordon,  Miss  Eliz'thGrev  " 
Gordon.  Albert  A.  " 
Gordon,  Mrs.  Albert  A.  " 
Goodwin,  Charles  " 
Goodenow,  E.  D.*  " 
Goodnow,  Edward  A.  " 
Goulding,  Henry*  " 
Goddard,  Isaac*  " 
Goddard,  S.  B.  I.  " 
Goddard,  Benj.* 
Goddard,  Daniel  " 
Goddard,  Dorrance  S.  " 
Goddard,  Mrs.  D.  S.  " 
Goddard,  John  D.  Shrewsbury. 
Goddard,  Silas         N.  Y.  City. 
Gorham,  Chester*  Worcester. 
Gorham,  Miss  Mary  E. 
Gregory,  Joseph  E.* 
Gray,  John  Jr.* 
Gray,  Wm.  L  * 
Grout,  Jonathan 
Grout,  J.  W* 
Grout,  Miss  Lizzie 
Griggs,  Joseph* 
Green,  Dr.  John* 
Green,  James* 
Green,  Wm.  N.* 
Green,  Meltiah  B. 
Green,  Samuel  F. 
Green,  Mrs.  M.  B. 
Green,  Timothy  R.* 
Green,  Miss  Julia  E. 


Date. 

1871 


Date. 
1874 

1864 

(< 

1855 
1870 


i  1854 
1862 


1864 
1871 


1863 
1869 


G. 

Name.  Residence. 

Green,  Samuel  S.  Worcester. 
Greenleaf,  Fred.  W.*  " 
Greenleaf,  Wm.*  " 
Greenleaf,  Mrs.  Myra  J.*  " 
Gunderson,  Christopher*  " 


H. 


Name. 


Residence. 


Hadwen,  O.  B.  Worcester 
Had  wen,  Mrs.  O.  B. 
Hadwen,  Chas.  " 
Hadwen,  Mrs.  Mary  R.  " 
Hadwen,  Wm.  E. 
Hadwen,  Chas.  jr.  " 
Hackett,  William  H. 
Harris,  Clarendon  " 
Harris,  Mrs.  C* 
Harris,  Gideon 
Harris,  Mrs.  Gideon 
Harris,  John  A. 
Harris,  Warren 


Rutland. 
Millbury. 
Florida. 
Worcester. 
Chicago,  111. 


Harris,  O.  F. 
Haven,  Samuel 
Haven,  Luther 
Haven,  Edwin 

Harrington,  Samuel*  Worcester 
Harrington,  F.  Jr. 
Harrington,  Adam  L. 
Harrington,  C.  G.  " 
Harrington,  Stephen 
Harrington,  Holloway,  jr. 
Harrington,  Mrs.  Stephen  " 
Harrington,  Frank  W.  " 
Harrington,  D.  B.  Millbury. 
Harrington,  John  E.  " 
Hamilton,  Cha«.  A.  Worcester. 
Hamilton,  C.  W. 
Hamilton,  Mrs.  C.Willard  " 
Hamilton,  Edward  B.  " 
Hamilton,  Miss  Fanny  M.  " 
Hammond,  John* 
Hammond,  Parley 
Hammond,  Mrs.  H.  K.  " 
Hammond,  Henry  K.  " 
Hawes,  R.  L* 


ROLL  OF  MEMBERS.  Vll 


Date. 


1860 

1874 
1856 


1862 


Name. 


Residence. 


1859 


1S65 


1872 
1854 


1864 


1862 
1863 
1864 


1870 


St.  Louis. 
Leicester. 
Worcester. 


Oxford. 


Harding,  Samuel  D.  "Worcester. 
Hartshorn,  Jonas  " 
Hartshorn,  Calvin  L.  " 
Hartshorn,  J.  W.  " 
Hartshorn,  Mrs.  C.  L.  " 
Hartshorn,  Geo.  F.  Taunton, 
Hartshorn,  Mrs.  Isab.  F.  " 
Hall,  Enoch  Acton. 
Hall,  Franklin  Philadelphia. 
Hall,  Charles  Millbury. 
Hall,  Moses  Harvard. 
Hall,  William  Sutton. 
Hall,  Salmon  D.  Grafton. 
Hale,  E.  E.  Boston. 
Harlow,  A.  R.*  Michigan. 
Harlow,  Abner*  Shrewsbury. 
Harlow,  William  T.,  Worcester. 
Hathaway,  Samuel   N.  Y.  City. 
Hardon,  B.  L.* 
Hatch,  Cheney 
Hatch,  O.  L. 
Hatch,  Mrs.  O.  L. 
Hancock,  Frederick 
Hancock,  Miss  Etta 
Haskins,  D.  W. 
Hartwell,  Isaac  B. 
Hartwell,  G.  W. 
Hascall,  Jefferson  Shrewsbury. 
Hapgood,  L.  B.  Shrewsbury. 
Hapgood,  Joab  " 
Hapgood,  L.  R.  Worcester. 
Hastings,  C.  C.  P.*  Mendon. 
Hastings,  Solon  S.  Princeton. 
Hastings,  Joseph  E.,  Worcester. 
Hacker,  W.  Alfred  Philadelphia 
Henshaw,  H.  G.  Leicester. 
Hemmenway,  E.  H.*  Worcester. 
Henderson,  Jas.  G.*  " 
Healey,  Michael  " 
Hemmenway,  D'n'l  M.,  Millbury 
Heard,  Samuel  Leicester. 
Heard,  Nathan  Worcester. 
Heywood,  Daniel*  " 
Heywood,  B.  F.*  " 
Heywood.  Sam'l  R.  " 
Heywood,  Wm.  H. 
Hey  wood,  Miss  Abby  S. 
Heywood,  Miss  Emma  H.  " 
Heywood,  Augustus  Grafton. 
Hicks,  Mrs.  S.  P.  Worcester. 
Hillard,  Mrs.  John  " 
Hill,  Alonzo* 
Hill,  J.  Henry 


H. 


Date. 
1865 


Name. 


Residence. 


1874 
1864 


1868 


1866 

1867 
« 

1864 


1864 
1858 


Date. 
1856 

1854 

1856 
1874 


Hill,  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Worcester. 
Hill,  C.  H.  South  Reading. 
Hill,  Aug.  G.  Harvard. 
Hill,  Washington  Spencer. 
Howland,  S.  A.  Worcester. 
Howland,  H.  J.  " 
Hovey,  William*  " 
Howe,  H.  P.* 

Hovey,  Chas.  H.,  Cambridgeport 
Howe,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Sterling. 
Howe,  Wm.  jr.  Millbury. 
Howe,  Church,  Montana. 
Holmes,  Pitt  Worcester. 
Hoar,  Geo.  F. 

Hoar,  Mrs.  Geo.  F.  .  " 
Holman,  William  Y. 
Holman,  Mrs.  H.  A. 
Holman,  Mrs.  Wm.  Y.  " 
Holman,  Parley  Leicester. 
Holman,  Amory  Bolton. 
Hoi  brook,  Wm.  D.  Worcester. 
Holbrook,  Mrs.  Wm.  D.  " 
Holbrook,  Cvrus  Sterling. 
Hooper,  Wm.  R.  Wash'n,  D.  C. 
Houghton,  Alba,  jr.  Worcester. 
Hoyle,  Miss  Mary  Ann  Millbury. 
Hutchinson,  Gerry  Worcester. 
Hutchinson,  Mrs.  Gerry  " 
Hubbard,  Cyrus  K.  " 
Hubbard,  R.  B.  Sunderland. 
Hunt,  Addison  A.  Barre. 
Hunt,  S.  W.  Shrewsbury. 
Huntington,  Rev.  W.  R.  Wor. 
Hunt,  Francis  S.       E.  Douglas. 


J. 


Name. 


Jaques,  George* 
Jaques,  John  C* 
James,  Horace 
Jackson,  Wm.* 
Jewett,  Darwin  E. 
Jewett,  Ebenezer 


Residence. 

Worcester. 

Boylston. 
Worcester. 
Westboro'. 
Worcester. 
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J. 

Date.              Name.  Residence. 

1864   Jenkins,  Curtis  Worcester. 

1870   Jillson,  Clark  " 
1873   Jones,  Willard* 

Jones,  Eev.  J.  D.  E.  " 


Johnson,  Asa  T.* 
Johnson,  E.  " 

1854  Johnson,  Wm.  " 
1867    Johnson,  Ida  W.  " 

Johnson,  Dr.  H.  F.  Southboro'. 

1855  Johnson,  Chas.*  Northboro'. 
Johnson,  Joshua  J.  " 
Johnson,  Oliver,  Sterling. 
Johnson,  John  F.  Leominster. 


Johnson,  Wm.  H.  Northborough 
1864   Jordan',  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Worcester 


K. 

Date.  Name.  Residence. 

Kettell,  John  P.*  Worcester. 
Kelley,  Dr.  Francis  H.  " 
Kendall,  Joseph  G.*  " 


1870   Kendall,  Edward  " 

Keith,  Timothy*  " 

Keith,  Henry  R.*  Grafton. 

1857   Kent,  S.  W.  Worcester. 


1866  Keyes,  Charles  A.  " 
1858   Keyes,  W.  W.     West  Boylston. 
1865   Kimball,  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Wor. 

Kinnicutt,  Thomas*  " 
Kinnicutt,  Francis  H.  " 

1854   Kinnicutt,  Eliza  M* 

1870   Kinnicutt,  Leonard  P. 

1873   Kinnicutt,Mrs.  Francis  H.  " 

1867  Kinney,  Frank  J.  " 
Kinney,  Mrs.  W.  P.  " 

1869    Kinney,  Wm.  P. 

Kilburn,  Eli  Sterling. 
Knapp,  Joel  '  Sutton. 

Knox,  Samuel  A.  Worcester. 
Knox,  S.  Harrison  ** 
Knights,  Jonathan  H.*  " 

1868  Knowles,  Lucius  J.  Worcester. 
Kraft,  Michael  Leicester. 


Date.  Name.  Residence. 

Lakin,  Ansel  Worcester. 
Lazell,  Warren  N.  Y.  City 
Lamson,  Wm.  C*  Worcester. 
Lamson,  H.  O.  West  Brookfield. 
Lamb,  Josiah  Q.*  Leicester. 
1855   Lamb,  Edward*  Boston. 

Lamb,  Thomas  M.  Worcester. 
1867   Lamb,  Mrs.  T.  M.  " 
1870   Lamb,  Alice  B.  " 
Lange,  Herman  " 
Lancaster,  Mrs.  Frank  E.  " 


Leach,  James  Westboro'. 

Leland,  Joshua  W.  Grafton. 

1859   Leland,  Horace  Sutton. 

1854  Lee,  David*  Barre. 

1855  Lee,  George  H. 
1854   Lee,  Henry  A.  Worcester. 


1864   Lee,  Mrs.  Dorcas  B. 

Lewis,  Benjamin  " 

Lewisson,  Louis  " 
Leonard,  S.  S. 

1874   Lincoln, John  W.  Atchison, Kan. 
Lincoln,  Wm.*  Worcester. 

Lincoln,  John  W.*  " 

Lincoln,  Levi*  " 

Lincoln,  Win.  S.  " 

Lincoln,  Edward  W.  " 
Lincoln,  Mrs.  D.  W.* 

Lincoln,  Miss  G.  De  V.  " 

Lincoln,  D.  Waldo  " 

1854   Lincoln,  Wm .* 

1856   Lincoln,  Levi,  2d  " 

Lincoln.  Miss  F.  M.  t; 

1860  Lincoln,  Waldo 

1864  Lincoln,  Mrs.  Waldo  " 
Lincoln,  Miss  A.  Marston  " 
Lincoln,  Miss  M.  Vinal  " 

1865  Lincoln,  Mrs.  Kate  Von  W. ' ' 
"     Lincoln,  Marston  " 

1868    Lincoln,  Miss  Adeline  S.  " 

Lincoln,  Miss  Helen  " 

1872   Lincoln,  Pelham  Winslow  " 
1874   Lincoln,  Mrs.  Wm.  S. 

"    Lincoln,  Mrs.  Levi  " 

1856   Loveiing,  Samuel  F.  " 

1871    Loomis,  H.  F.  " 

Lovell,  Joseph,  Jr.  " 

Lovell,  A.  B. 

Lovell,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  " 

1861  Lovell,  Albert  A. 

1866  Lovell,  John  D.  " 
Lovell,  Cyrus  A.  " 


ROLL  OP  MEMBERS. 


IX 


Date. 


1855 

1863 
1874 


Name. 


Residence. 


Date. 


1865 
1867 


1859 

1863 
1874 

1870 


1854 
1859 


1863 


Lonigan,  Patrick  Worcester. 
Longley,  James  Boston. 
Loring,  John  Leicester. 
Lovell,  Jos.  C.    West  Boylston. 
Lovell,  Addison  " 
Lovell,  Miss  Abby  M.  " 
Lovell,  Mrs.  C.  Augusta  " 
Lovell,  Mrs.  Jane  M.  " 
Lynam,  Mrs.  John  Worcester. 


M. 


Name. 


Boston. 
Worcester. 


Grafton. 
Worcester. 


Macullar,  Addison 
Mason,  Joseph 
Mason,  John  C. 
Mason,  L.  L. 
Maynard,  Wm.  G. 
Marsh,  Alexander 
Marsh,  Henry  A. 
Martin,  Miss  Mary  W.  *' 
Madaus,  Charles  " 
Mav,  Samuel  jr.*  Syracuse, N.Y. 
Marble,  F.  M.  Grafton. 
Marble,  Henry  Millbury. 
Mascroft,  Wm.  D.,  Northbridge. 
Mascroft,  Henry  C,  Worcester. 
McFarland,  H.  Framingham. 
McFarland,  E.  D.  Worcester. 
McPherson,  Mrs.  E.  W.  " 
Mclntire,  Benjamin  F.  Millbury 
McLellan,  James  Sutton. 
Merrifield,  Alpheus*  Worcester. 
Merrifield,  F.  N. 
Merrifield,  Ann  B.*  " 
Merrifield,  W.  T. 
Merrifield,  Catharine  A.*  " 
Merrifield,  A.  M. 
Merrifield,  Mrs.  Wm.  T.  " 
Merrifield,  Wm.  F. 
Merrifield,  Henry  K.  " 
Merrifield,  Maria  G.  " 
Merrifield,  Harriet  " 
Merrifield,  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  " 
Merrick,  Francis  T.*  " 
Merrick,  Sarah  R.*  " 
Messinger,  D.  S.  " 
Messinger,  Elizabeth  F.  " 
Messinger,  Miss  M.  A.  " 


Date. 
1854 

1857 


1857 
1872 

1862 
1873 
1866 


1854 


1871 
1864 


Name. 


1863 
1872 


1867 
1865 


Residence. 

Wor 


Messinger,  Miss  Susie  S. 
Merriam,  Isaac  S. 
Metcalf,  Caleb  B.  " 
Merriam,  Thomas  Auburn. 
Merriam,  N.  K.  Grafton. 
Messinger,  Frank  L.  Worcester. 
Miles,  C.  M. 

Miller,  Henry  W.  " 
Miller,  Seth  P.* 
Miller,  Miss  Alice  M.  " 
Mills,  Isaac  " 
Midgeley,  John  " 
Morse,  James  C.  Milwaukee. 
Morse,  Edwin  Worcester. 
Morse,  C.  jr.  " 
Morse,  Mrs.  Mason  H.,  " 
Morse,  Mrs.  C.  D.  Millbury. 
Morse,  A.*      Rochester,  N.  Y. 
Moore,  David  T.  Royalston. 
Moore,  J.  H.  Charlton. 
Moore,  Ashley  Worcester. 
Morey,  Mrs.  L.  Shrewsbury. 
Moen,  Philip  L.  Worcester. 
Moen,  Mrs.  Maria  S.  G.  " 
Morrison,  Stephen  " 
Mower,  Miss  C.  C.  " 
Morgan,  Charles  H.  " 
Morey,  Oliver  S.  Shrewsbury. 
Murphy,  John  Worcester. 
Murdock,  Joshua  jr.  Leicester. 


N. 


Name. 


Residence. 


Nash,  Charles  Worcester. 
Nelson,  Jonathan*  " 
Nelson,  Thos.  L.  " 
Nelson,  Mrs.  Thos.  L.  " 
Nelson,  John*  Leicester. 
Newton,  Rejoice*  Worcester. 
Newton,  John  C.  " 
Newton,  Mrs.  J.  C.  " 
Newton,  Miss  Sarah  E.  " 
Newton,  Wm.  Oxford. 
Newton,  Mrs.  Jas.  H.  Holyok«. 
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Date. 


1864 
1866 
1854 
1863 


Date. 


Name. 


Date. 


1854 

1855 
<< 

1865 
1871 


1874 
1854 
1866 


1856 
1856 


Newcomb,  Henry  K.  *Worcester. 
Newell,  Mrs.  Ann  M.  " 
Nichols,  E.  W. 
Nichols,  Mrs.  Chas.  P.  " 
Nourse,  Benj.  B.  Westboro'. 
Norcross,  Thomas  R.  Worcester 


O. 


Name. 


Oliver,  E.  H.* 
1870   Olm,  Matthias 
1866   Onthank,  J.  M.* 
1863   Osgood,  James  H. 


Residence. 

Worcester. 
Newark,  N.  J. 
Worcester. 


P. 


Name. 


Residence. 

Worcester. 


Paine,  Fred.  Wm. 
Paine,  Henry* 
Paine,  Charles*  " 
Paine,  Gardiner*  " 
Paine,  J.  W.  " 
Paine,  Ann  E.  " 
Paine,  Mrs.  Charles  " 
Paine,  Anna  C.  S  *  " 
Paine,  Nathaniel  " 
Paine,  Miss  Alice  W.  " 
Paine,  Miss  E.  F.  " 
Paine,  Mrs.  D.  H.  " 
Paine,  Wm.  R.  Brookline. 
Palmer,  Addison  Worcester. 
Park,  John*  " 
Parker,  G.  Dismal  Swamp,  N.  C. 
Parker,  Mrs.  Aaron  Worcester. 
Parker,  Henry  L.  " 
Parker,  Henry  L.  Jr.  " 
Parkhurst,  Nath.  R  *  " 
Partridge,  E.  G.  " 
Parsons,  Mrs.  Solomon  " 
Parsons,  Mrs.  Sam'l  B.  " 
Partridge,  Joseph  L.  Boston. 
Parmenter,  Silas  Westboro'. 
Patrick,  John  Warren. 
Patch,  Whipple  W.  Worcester. 
Peaslee,  Abram*  " 
Peck,  Frederick  M.    N.  Y.  City. 
Peckham,  George  R.  Boston. 


Date.  Name.  Residence. 

Peckham,  Mrs.  Geo.  R.  Boston. 

Perkins,  Joseph  Worcester. 

Perry,  Samuel  " 

Perry,  Dexter  H.*  " 

1870   Perry,  S.  Pay  son,  Auburn. 

Perrin,  Payson  H.  Westboro'. 

Phillips,  M.  D.*  Boston. 

1857   Phillips.  Luther  Worcester. 

1862  Phillips,  Col.  Ivers 

1864   Phillips,  Miss  Marianna  " 

Phelps,  Horatio  " 
Phelps,  J.  E. 

1854   Phelps,  Henry  " 

1863  Phelps,  Geo.  E.  " 
Phelps,  Mrs.  Sallie 
Phelps,  Miss  Sarah  D.  " 
Phelps,  Miss  Mary  R.  " 
Phelps,  Miss  Deborah  " 
Phelps,  Miss  Helen  E.  " 
Phelps,  John  E. 

1874   Phelps,  Mrs.  Joseph  E.  " 

Phelps,  Henry  R.  Westboro'. 
Pickett,  Mrs.  Josiah  Worcester. 
Pickford,  J.  K.  L. 
Pierce,  Charles  A.  Grafton. 
Pierce,  Thomas  Worcester. 
Pierce,  Charles  L.  " 

1864  Pierce,  Mrs.  Chas.  L.  " 
1874   Pierce,  George  M.  " 

Pierce,  James  R.  " 

1863  Pinkham,  James  S.  " 

1864  Pike,  James  T* 

Piper,  William*  " 

Piper,  Geo.  M.  " 

Pond.  John  F. 
1863   Pond,  Lucius  W.  " 
1868   Porter,  Samuel  A.  " 

Potter,  Hervey  K.*  Grafton. 

Porter,  J.  Jr.*      N.  Brookfield. 

Pope,  Jonathan  A.  Millbury. 

Pratt,  Joseph  Worcester. 

Pratt,  Sylvanus*  " 

Pratt,  Sumner  " 

Pratt,  Mrs.  Sumner  " 
1863   Pratt,  Charles  B.  " 

Pratt,  Miss  Emma  A.  " 

Pratt,  Frederick  S.  " 

Pratt,  Edward  R.  " 

Pratt,  W.  W.  Marblehead. 
1856   Pratt,  Dan'l  R.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Pratt,  Jotham  B.*  California. 

Prentice,  Henry*  Worcester. 

Prentiss,  Charles  G.*  " 


* 


ROLL  OF  MEMBERS. 


XI 


Date. 
1854 

1873 
1869 


Date. 


1856 


1872 
1874 


1863 


1871 

1862 

1856 


Name. 


Residence. 


Proctor,  Edward  Spencer. 
Putnam,  P.  W.  Worcester. 
Putnam,  Charles  L.  " 
Putnam,  Samuel  " 
Putnam,  S.  P.  Philadelphia. 
Putnam,  Archelaus  Holden. 


R 


Ramsay,  O.  A.  Worcester. 
Randall,  A.  G* 
Read.  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Reed,  Benj.* 
Reed,  L.  R.  S. 
Rice,  George  T.* 
Rice,  Mrs.  Geo.  T. 
Rice,  Darius 
Rice,  Josiah* 
Rice,  Sewall 
Rice,  E.  B  * 
Rice,  George  M. 
Rice,  Francis  B. 
Rice,  Geo.  T.  Jr. 
Rice,  Mrs.  Geo.  T.  Jr.* 
Rice.  Miss  S.  Elizabeth 
Rice,  Mrs.  J.  Marcus 
Rice,  Mrs.  Ezra  B. 
Rice,  Peter 
Rice.  Miss  Louisa  A. 
Rice,  Abbott  B.  Northboro'. 
Rice,  Thos.  H.  W.  Boylston. 
Rice,  Danforth  Leicester. 
Richardson,  Geo.  W.  Worcester. 
Richardson,  Mrs.  Geo.  W. 
Richardson,  Anna  M. 
Richardson,  Charles 
Richardson,  Miss  F.  A. 
Richardson,  Mrs.  Charles 
Richardson,  Clifford 
Ring,  John 
Ripley,  John  C.* 
Ripley,  Sarah  P.  T.* 
Robbins,  Chas.  B. 
Robinson,  James 
Robinson,  Mrs.  James 


1870 


1856 


Date. 


1865 


1862 
1864 


1866 
1872 
1865 
1854 
1867 
1864 


1868 
1863 


It. 

Name. 

Rock  wood,  Adams 
Rogers,  James  S. 
Rogers,  Israel  M. 
Rogers,  Edward* 
Ruggles,  Draper* 
Russell,  Geo.  W. 


Residence. 

Worcester. 


Webster. 
Worcester. 


S. 


Name. 


Residence. 

Worcester. 


Chicago,  Hi. 
Worcester. 


D.  Leicester. 
Worcester. 


Salisbury,  Stephen 
Salisbury,  Mrs.  S.*  " 
Salisbury,  Stephen  Jr.  " 
Sauford,  William 
Sanders,  Eri  " 
Sargent,  Joseph  " 
Sargent,  Henry*  " 
Sargent,  Joseph  D.*  Leicester. 
Sargent,  John* 
Sargent,  H.  E. 
Sawyer,  Ezra 
Sawyer,  Stephen 
Scott,  Samuel  B.* 
Scott,  David  Jr. 
Scott,  Mrs.  David 
Scott,  Miss  Alice 
Schaff,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Scofield,  Jas.  M.* 
Sears,  Sylvanus  " 
Sears,  Alden  H.  " 
Searles,Miss  L.  A.  Wilkinson ville 
Searles,  David  H.  Sutton. 
Selby,  Samuel  H.*  California. 
Shaw,  Mrs.  John  B.  Worcester. 
Shepard,  James* 
Shepard,  James  Jr. 
Sibley,  Jonas  L.* 
Sibley,  D.  B. 
Skinner,  Miss  Kate  J. 
Slater,  George  B.* 
Slocum,  Geo.  F. 
Slocumb,  Horatio 
Slocumb,  J.  W. 
Smalley,  Elam* 
Smith,  Chandler* 
Smith,  Lewis* 
Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  James  A. 


Boston. 
Sutton. 
Millbury. 
Worcester. 
Webster. 
Grafton. 
Sutton. 
Grafton. 
Worcester. 
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Date. 


Name. 


Residence. 


1854 

1856 
1855 

1874 


1856 
1874 
1863 


1874 
1856 


1862 


1860 


1854 
1871 


1855 
1863 


Smith,  Miss  Sarah  M.  Worcester. 
Smith,  Woodbury  C.  " 
Smith,  Miss  Harriet  A.  " 
Smith,  Sidney  " 
Smith.  Lemuel*  Westfield. 
Smith,  Asa  F.  Grafton. 
Smith,  R.  R.  Lynn. 
Smith,  Larkin  California. 
Smith,  J.  Sargent  Leicester. 
Smith,  Charles  Henry  Millbury. 
Smith,  L.  F.  Northb ridge. 

Smyth,  W.  A.  S.  Worcester. 
Snow,  Winsdor  N.  " 
Snow,  Henry*  Shrewsbury. 
Southgate,  Isaac*  Leicester. 
Southwick,  Edward*  " 
Southwick,  Thomas  " 
Southwick,  Mrs.  Thomas  " 
Southworth,  Charles  Northboro' 
Spinney,  George  Worcester. 
Spooner,  Moses*  " 
Sprague,  A.  B.  R.  44 
Staples,  Samuel  E.  " 
Stearns,  Edwin  Millbury 
Stebbins,  Edward  S.  Worcester. 
Stiles,  Frederick  G,  " 
Stiles,  Mrs.  Frederick  G.  *' 
Stiles,  Francis  Jr.  Clappjille. 
Stoddard,  E.  B.  Worcester. 
Stone,  Daniel*  " 
Stone,  Aaron  Jr.  " 
Stone,  Samuel  Y.  " 
Stone,  Timothy  S.  •« 
Stone,  Mrs.  Lottie  J.  " 
Stone,  Miss  Mary  A.  " 
Stone,  Miss  Lizzie  " 
Stone,  Master  Geo.  H.  44 
Stone,  Miss  L.  Jennie 
Stone,  Abijah 
Stone,  Job  C* 
Stone,  Josiah  G. 
Stone,  Joseph 
Story,  Simeon  N. 
Stowe,  Elijah* 
Stowe,  Martin*  " 
Stowe,  Luther  " 
Stowell,  L.  W  * 
Stowell,  David  D.*  " 
Streeter,  John  P.  " 
Strong,  Francis  " 
Sturtevant,  Mrs.  Harvey  " 
Struthers,  Wm.  C*  Millbury. 
Sumner,  George  Worcester. 


Shrewsbury. 

Westboro'. 
Worcester. 


Date. 


1862 
1863 


Date. 


1863 

1864 


1864 
1860 
1872 


1870 


1864 
1866 


1858 
1865 
1871 
1874 


Name.  Residence. 

Sumner,  Mrs.  George  Worcester. 
Sumner,  Sullivan  Miiford. 
Swett,  William  O. 
Swan,  Eliott 
Sweetser,  Seth 
Symmes,  C.  T. 


Chicago. 

Worcester. 
n 

Lancaster. 


T, 


Name. 


Residence. 

Worcester. 


Taft,  P.  W.* 
Taft,  George  C. 
Taft,  Stephen.  " 
Taft,  Calvin 
Taft,  Mrs.  Calvin 
Taft,  Lyman  J. 
Taft,  Mrs.  Lyman  J.  •' 
Taft,  Henry  G.  " 
Taft,  Edward  C.  44 
Taft,  Bezaleel*  Uxbridge. 
Taft,  Lewis  S.  44 
Tainter,  Daniel  Worcester. 
Tainter,  Mrs.  Daniel  44 
Tainter,  Harvey  S.*  44 
Tainter,  Charles  E.  44 
Tainter,Ephraim  C.  Philadelphia 
Tainter,  Mrs.  E.  C.  44 
Tarbox,  John  L.  Worcester. 
Taylor,  R.  C.  44 
Taylor,  Thomas  Dudley. 
Taylor,  Samuel  Sutton. 
Tead,  Nathaniel*  Hallowell,  Me. 
Tenney,  Daniel  Sutton. 
Thayer,  Joseph*  Uxbridge. 
Thayer,  Alexander  New  Haven. 
Thayer,  Benjamin  Worcester. 
Thayer,  Horace  44 
Thayer,  Mrs.  Horace  44 
Thayer,  Charles  D.  44 
Thompson,  Wm.  C.  fi 
Thompson,  Simeon  E.*  44 
Thompson,  C.  O. 
Thompson,  Miss  Ella  G.  " 


ROLL  OF  MEMBERS. 


XIII 


Date. 


1856 

1854 
1855 
1860 

1855 
1854 
1856 


1859 

1867 
1862 

1856 


Name. 


Residence. 


1870 


Thomas,  Benj.  F.  Brookline. 
Thomas,  Mrs.  Benj  F. 
Thomas.  Benj.  F.  Jr.  " 
Thomas^  Miss  A.  P.  " 
Thurston,  Joseph*  Worcester. 
Thurston,  David  C* 
Thurston,  Win.  H.  Oxford. 
Thurber,  Chas.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Thurber,  Mrs.  M.  F. 
Tiffany,  P.  Dexter* 
Tiffany,  Mrs.  H.  K. 
Tiffany,  John  K. 
Tolman,  Albert 
Torrey,  Samuel  D. 
Tower,  H.  N. 
Tower,  Miss  Addie  L. 
Townsend,  Yelette 
Touitellott,  S.  D.* 
Tourtellott,  S.* 
Trask,  Mrs.  F.  J. 
Trumbull,  John 
Trumbull,  George  A.*  Worcester 
Trumbull,  Susan  " 
Tucker,  Thomas  Westboro'. 
Tucker,  Augustus*  Worcester. 
Turner,  Mrs.  Peter  J.  " 


Worcester. 


Mill  bury. 
Worcester. 


Leicester. 
Boston. 


U. 


Residence. 


Underwood,  Orison  Milford. 
Underwood,  A.  Westborough. 


Upham,  George, 
Upham,  Harvey  G. 
Upham,  Baylies 
Upham,  Roger  F. 


V. 

Name. 

Vaill,  Edward  W. 


Leicester. 
Worcester. 


Residence. 

Worcester. 


W. 


Date. 
1855 


Name. 


1868 


1855 
1859 
1874 
1863 

1863 

1871 

1855 
1863 


1866 


1854 
1864 


1863 


1863 
1864 


Residence. 

Worcester. 


Waite,  Alvin* 
Waite,  Andrew  J. 
Waldo,  Daniel*  " 
Walker,  Asa 

Walker,  Benjamin  " 
Walker,  Joseph  H. 
Walker,  Joseph,    West  Newton 
Ward,  Artemas*  Worcester. 
Ward,  Daniel 

Ward,  Mrs.  Daniel  " 
Ward,  Frederick  W. 
Ward,  Mrs.  Fred.  W.  " 
Ward,  S.  D.  Shrewsbury. 
Ward,  T.  W.  " 
Ward,  Miss  Ella  H. 
Warren,  John  M.*  Worcester. 
Warren,  John  D.  " 
Warren,  Rufus  C.  Grafton. 
Washburn,  Ichabod*  Worcester. 
Washburn,  John  D.  " 
Washburn,  Emory  Cambridge. 
Washburn,  Henry  S.  Boston. 
Washburn,  Nathan  Hartford,  Ct. 
Waters,  Asa  H.  Millbury. 
Waters,  Charles  H.  Groton. 
Watson,  Horace  C*  Leicester. 
Watson,  L.  S.  " 
Weed,  jared*  Petersham. 
Wellington,  Fred.  W.  Worcester. 
Wellington,  Timothy  W.  " 
Wellington,  Mrs.  Timothy  W.  " 
Weston,  Miss  J.  A.  " 
Wheaton,  Henry  S.*  California. 
Wheeler,  William  A.*  Worcester 
Wheeler,  Miss  F.  W.  " 
Wheeler,  George  W.  " 
Wheeler,  Mrs.  George  W.  " 
Wheeler,  Wm.  F.  " 
Wheeler,  Charles  A.*  " 
Wheeler,  Mrs.  N.  " 
Wheeler,  Henry  A.  " 
Wheeler.  Miss  Nancy  " 
Wheeler,  Erastus  S.  Berlin. 
Wheeler,  Jona  D.  Grafton. 
Wheeler,  Wm.  H.  Millbury. 
Wheelock,  Wm.  A.  Dudley. 
White,  Charles         New  York. 
White,  Geo.  W.  Cambridge. 
White,  Alonzo  Leicester. 
White,  Charles  Northbridge. 
White,  William  West  Boylston. 
White,  Cyrus  Millbury. 
White,  James  Worcester. 
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Date. 

1872 


1855 
1856 


1856 

1863 
1873 


1870 


1855 
1863 

1874 
1864 


1854 
1862 


1874 
1855 
1857 


1863 


1856 
1862 


1865 


1854 
1858 


Name. 


White,  Miss  Louise  Worcester. 
Whiting,  Charles  H.  " 
Whiting;,  Charles  B. 
Whiting,  Benj.  F. 
Whiting,  George  W.  " 
Whiting,  Miss  Mary  F. 
Whiting,  B.  G.  Lunenburg. 
Whitin,  Paul  Northbridge. 
Whitin,  JohnC.  " 
Whitin,  N.  D. 

Whitney,  B.  D.  Boston. 
Whitcomb,  Carter  Worcester. 
Whitcomb,  G-.  Henry  " 
Whitcomb,  Mrs.  Abbie  E.  " 
Whitteraore,  Charles  " 
Whitternore,  Mrs.  Chas.  " 
Whittemore,  Miss  E.  J.  " 
Whitternore,  Mrs.  Asa  D.  " 
Whitcomb,  John  P.*  Harvard. 
Whittier,  Chas.  V.  Northbridge. 
Whittier.  Mrs.  N.  S.  Worcester. 
Whittier,  Melvin  O. 
Whittier,  Miss  Mabelle  E. 
Whipple,  Franklin 
Wil  is,  Clara 
Willard,  Fitzroy* 
Willard,  Mrs.  Fitzroy 
Willard,  Calvin* 
Willard,  Mrs.  Calvin 
Willard,  Miss  Mary  E. 
Williams,  Wm.  A. 
Williams,  Warren 
Williams,  Mrs.  Warren 
Williams,  James  O.* 
Williams,  Hartley 
Williams,  Mrs.  Hartley 
Williams,  Miss  H.  F. 
Williams,  Miss  Mary  E. 
Wilson,  George  W. 
Winn,  Mrs.  Francis 
Wing,  Hiram  Northbridge. 
Wing,  Henry  F.  Grafton. 
Witherby,  L.  B.  Worcester. 
Wood,  Samuel*  Boston. 
Wood,  J.  G.  Millbury. 
Wood,  Newell  " 
Woodcock,  Josephus  Leicester. 
Woodcock,  Lucius  " 
Woodcock,  Theodore  E.  " 
Woodward,  Rufus  Worcester. 
Woodward,  Mrs.  Rufus  " 
Woodward,  J.  L.  " 
Woodward,  Henry  " 


W. 


Date, 
tt 

1869 
1864 


1864 
1862 


Name. 


Residence. 


Date. 
1854 

1864 
1871 


Woodward,  Samuel  Worcester. 
Woodward,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  " 
Woodward,  S.  B.*  Northampton. 
Wood  well,  Chas.  H.*  Worcester. 
Work,  John  W.  Templeton. 
Works,  Edwin  D.  Fitchburg. 
Workman,  Wm.  Worcester. 
Workman,  Mrs.  Wm.  " 
Workman,  Miss  L.  J.  " 
Wyman,  Mrs.  Abby 
Wyman,  Miss  Nellie  M.  " 


Name.  Residence. 

Young,  Priestly  Worcester. 
Young,  Mrs.  Priestly  " 
Young,  Mrs.  Julia  " 
Young,  Loring*  Leicester. 


OFFICERS  AND  COMMITTEES 

OF  THE 

Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1875. 

PRESIDENT. 

OBADIAH  B.  HADWEN,  of  Worcester. 

YICE  PRESIDENTS. 

STEPHEN  SALISBURY,  of  Worcester ;    W.  T.  MERRIFIELD, 
of  Worcester  ;    PHILIP  L.  MOEN,  of  Worcester. 

SECRETARY. 

EDWARD  WINSLOW  LINCOLN,  of  Worcester. 

LIBRARIAN  AND  TREASURER. 

JOHN  C.  NEWTON,  of  Worcester. 


TRUSTEES  (BY 

George  W.  Richardson,  Worcester 

Isaac  Davis,  " 

George  E.  Francis,  " 

James  F.  Allen,  ' 

Henry  Woodward,  " 
Samuel  H.  Colton, 

Charles  Richardson,  " 

William  T.  Harlow,  " 

Edwin  Conant,  " 

Samuel  A.  Knox,  " 

Francis  H.  Dewey,  " 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Jr..  " 

Samuel  Flagg,  " 

Horatio  Phelps,  " 

Stephen  S.  Foster,  " 

Thomas  M.  Lamb,  " 

Frank  J.  Kinney,  " 

Alfred  Davis,  " 

Emory  Banister,  " 


election) 

Alexander  H.  Bullock,  Worcester 

D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  " 

Edward  Earle.  " 

Henry  Phelps,  " 

Nathaniel  Paine, 

Thomas  A.  Dawson,  " 

J.  Henry  Hill, 

James  Draper, 

J.  K.  L.  Pickford, 

Henrv  L.  Parker,  u 

William  H.  Earle, 

William  W.  Cook, 

Paul  Whitin,  Whitinsville 

George  Cruickshanks,  " 

Jonathan  Forbush,  Bolton 

Newell  Wood,  Millbury 

F.  M.  Marble,  Grafton 

Jos.  C.  Lovell,        West  Boylston 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 


OB.  Had  wen. 


ON  FINANCE. 

John  C.  Newton, 


Stephen  Salisbury,  Jr. 


ON  LIBRARY  AND  PUBLICATION. 


Edward  W.  Lincoln, 


George  E.  Francis, 

ON  NOMENCLATURE. 

Samuel  H.  Colton, 


William  T.  Harlow. 


James  F.  Allen. 


ON  ARRANGEMENTS  AND  EXHIBITIONS. 

J.  C.  Newton,  Chairman,    Samuel  Flagg,    Alfred  Davis, 

George  E.  Francis,  James  Draper,    O.  B.  Hadwen,  President, 

Wm.  T.  Merrifield,  Henry  Phelps,    Edward  W.  Lincoln,  Setfy, 

 Nos.  5  Oak  and  18  Front  Streets 

gg=  The  Autumnal  Exhibition  will  open  at  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on 
Tuesday,  September  28th. 


SCHEDULE  OF  PREMIUMS 


OFFERED    BY  THE 


WORCESTER  COUNTY 


Horticultural  Society, 


FOR  THE   YEAR  1875. 


WORCESTER,  MASS.: 

EDWARD     R.     FISKE,  PRINTER 


COMMITTEE  OF  ARRANGEMENTS  AND  EXHIBITIONS. 


John  C.  Newton,  Chairman.       James  Draper, 
George  E.  Francis,  Henry  Phelps, 

Samuel  Flagg,  Alfred  Davis. 

O.  B.  Hadwen,  President. 
Edward  W.  Lincoln,  Secretary,  Nos.  5  Oak  and  18  Front  Streets, 

Worcester. 


The  Autumnal  Exhibition  commences  Tuesday,  September  28th,  at 
6  P.  M.,  and  closes  Friday,  October  1st,  at  9  P.  M. 


COMMITTEES  OF  AWARD. 

APPLES.— William  T.  Harlow,  Chairman;  James  F.  Allen,  O.  B. 
Hadwen,  Samuel  H.  Colton,  Stephen  S.  Foster,  Samuel  A.  Knox, 
Sylvanus  Sears,  J.  K.  L.  Pickford,  of  Worcester;  Cyrus  White,  Henry 
Marble,  of  Millbury;  Lewis  A.  Maynard,  of  Shrewsbury ;  and  Isaac 
B.  Hartwell,  of  Oxford. 

GRAPES,  PEACHES,  &c— William  H.  Earle,  Chairman;  T.  M. 
Lamb,  W.  W.  Cook.  Horatio  Phelps,  Thomas  A.  Dawson,  Charles 
Goodwin,  of  Worcester;  Paul  Whitin,  George  Cruickshanks,  of 
Whitinsville;  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton;  and  Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of 
West  Boylston. 

PEARS.— Henry  L.  Parker,  Chairman;  Henry  Phelps,  John  C. 
Newton,  James  Draper,  S.  Harrison  Knox,  Alfred  Davis,  of  Wor- 
cester; Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury;  and  William  H.  Johnson,  of 
Northborough. 

PLANTS,  FLOWERS,  &c— Samuel  Flagg,  Chairman;  George  E. 

Francis,  James  L.  Burbank,  Patrick  W.  Driscoll,  Clarendon  Harris, 

D.  S.  Messinger,  Henry  Woodward,  Lyman  J.  Taft,  of  Worcester; 

and  John  F.  Johnson,  of  Leominster. 
VEGETABLES  — Alexander  Marsh.  Chairman;  Thomas  R.  Nor- 

cross,  J.  D.  Lovell,  O.  L.  Hatch,  Rufus  Carter,  Daniel  Bemis,  Chas. 

Belcher,  George  G.  Burbank,  and  Wm.  H.  Hackett,  of  Worcester. 

The  Committees  will  meet  at  7^  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  Tues- 
day, September  30th,  being  the  opening  evening  of  the  Exhibition,  for 
organization,  and  decision  if  possible. 


SUMMER  EXHIBITIONS 


The  Opening  Exhibition  of  the  Summer  Season  will  be  held  in  the 
Hall  of  Flora,  on  Thursday,  the  10th  day  of  June,  from  3  to  5  o'clock 
P.  M. 

special  notice: 

The  Rules  and  Regulations  require  that  correct  and  legible  names  shall 
be  attached  to  each  and  every  plant  or  flower  entered  in  a  class  of  named 
varieties;  and  that  written  lists  of  the  same  shall  be  given  to  the  Secre- 
tary. 

Strict  compliance  with  the  Rules  and  Regulations,  to  be  found  on 
pages  11  and  12,  is  required  on  the  part  of  Contributors  and  Com- 
mittees. 

On  THURSDAY,  June  10th. 

HARDY  PLANTS  AND  SHRUBS. 

For  the  best  display  of  cut  flowers  and  foliage  of  named  varieties . .  $  8  00 

For  the  second  best   5  00 

For  the  third  best   3  00 

On  THURSDAY,  P.  M.,  June  17th. 

CUT  FLOWERS. 

For  the  best  display  $  3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 


ROSE  EXHIBITION. 
The  Annual  Rose  Exhibition  will  be  held  in  the  Hall  of  Flora, 
on  Thursday,  the  24th  day  of  June,  commencing  at  3  P.  M.,  and  closing 
at  5  P.  M. 

All  articles  for  competition  must  be  entered  with  the  Secretary,  and  be 
placed  on  the  tables,  before  1  o'clock  P.  M. 
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GARDEN  ROSES. 

For  the  best  general  display  of  named  varieties  $  8  00 

For  the  seeondbest   5  00 

For  the  third  best   3  00 

For  the  best  arranged  vase   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  01 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

CUT  FLOWERS. 

For  the  best  collection  $  5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 

GREEN  HOUSE  PLANTS. 

For  the  best  collection  of  named  specimens  $  8  00 

For  the  second  best   6  00 

For  the  third  best   4  00  . 


TO  FLORISTS.-Special. 
On  Thursday,  July  1st,  and  on  each  successive  Thursday,  viz.: 
July  8th,  August  5th,  September  2d, 

July  loth,  August  12th,  September  9th, 

July  22d,  August  19th,  September  16th, 

July  29th,  August  26th,  September  23d, 


Premiums  of  three  dollars  ($3.00)  and  two  dollars  ($2.00),  respectively, 
will  be  offered  for  the  best,  and  next  best  Two  Stands  of  Cut 
Flowers. 

To  Amateurs. — At  each  of  such  exhibitions  a  premium  of  two  dol- 
lars ($2.00)  and  one  dollar  ($1.00)  will  also  be  offered  for  the  best,  and 
second  best  Stand  of  Cut  Flowers,  grown  by  amateurs. 


PREMIUMS  FOR  FRUITS  DURING  THE  SEASON. 


^=  The  Season  is  understood  to  extend  from  the  opening  in  June  to 
the  Autumnal  Exhibition  in  September,  during  which  there  will  be  an 
Exhibition  every  Thursday,  and  premiums  will  be  awarded  as  enumerated 
in  the  Schedule. 

AT  THE  KOSE  SHOW— On  Thursday,  June  24th, 
Entries  must  be  made  with  the  Secretary,  and  the  articles  be  upon  the 
tables,  before  1  o'clock  P.  M. 

No  person  can  compete  for  more  than  one  premium  with  the  same  spe- 
cies of  Berry  or  varieties  of  Fruit,  All  Small  Fruits  must  be  displa}red 
in  quart  boxes. 

STRAWBERRIES. 


For  the  best  quart  of  Agriculturist  $  2  00 

For  the  second  best  quart  of  Agriculturist   1  00 

For  the  third  best  quart  of  Agriculturist   50 

For  the  best  quart  of  Boyden  No.  30   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Charles  Downing   2  00 

For  the  second  best  quart  of  Charles  Downing   1  00 

For  the  third  best  quart  of  Chailes  Downing   50 

For  the  best  quart  of  Downer's  Prolific   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Ida   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Jucunda     2  00 

For  the  second  best  quart  of  Jucunda   1  00 

For  the  third  best  quart  of  Jucunda   50 

For  the  best  quart  of  Kentucky   2  00 

For  the  second  best  quart  of  Kentucky   1  00 

For  the  third  best  quart  of  Kentucky   50 

For  the  best  quart  of  Lady  of  the  Lake   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Matilda   1  00 
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For  the  best  quart  of  President  Wilder  $  1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Lennig's  White   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Triomphe  de  Gand   2  00 

For  the  second  best  quart  of  Triomphe  de  Gand   1  00 

For  the  third  best  quart  of  Triomphe  de  Gand   50 

For  the  best  quart  of  Wilson   2  00 

For  the  second  best  quart  of  Wilson                                ...  1  00 

For  the  third  best  quart  of  Wilson   50 

On  THURSDAY,  JULY  1st. 

CHERRIES. 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  Black  Tartarian  $  2  00 

For  the  second  best  two  quarts  of  Black  Tartarian   I  00 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  any  other  named  Black  variety   1  00 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  any  named  White  variety   2  00 

For  the  second  best  two  quarts  of  any  named  White  variety. .  1  00 

On  THURSDAY,  JULY  8th. 

CURRANTS. 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  La  Versaillaise  $  2  CO 

For  the  best  one  quart  of  La  Yersaillaise   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Red  Dutch   1  00 

For  the  second  best  quart  of  Red  Dutch   50 

For  the  best  quart  of  Dana's  Transparent   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  White  Gondouin   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  White  Grape   1  00 

On  THURSDAY,  JULY  15th, 

RASPBERRIES. 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  Brinckle's  Orange    $  2  00 

For  the  second  best  two  quarts  of  Brinckle's  Orange   1  00 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  Northumberland   2  00 

For  the  second  best  two  quarts  of  Northumberland   1  00 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  Hudson  River  Antwerp   2  00 

For  the  second  best  two  quarts  of  Hudson  River  Antwerp.  . .  1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Clarke   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Franconia   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Knevett's  Giant   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Philadelphia   1  00 

BLACK  CAPS. 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  any  named  variety  :   2  00 

For  the  second  best         "             "    1  00 
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On  THURSDAY,  JULY  22d. 

BLACKBERRIES. 

For  the  best  quart  of  Wilson  $  1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Kittatinny   1  00 

For  the  best  quart  of  Wachusett   1  00 

RASPBERRIES. 

For  the  best  two  quarts  of  any  named  variety   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

On  THUKSDAY,  JULY  29th. 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Doyenne  d'  Ete  $  1  CO 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety   1  00 

POTATOES. 

For  the  best  peck  (new)   1  00 

TOMATOES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  (open  culture)   2  00 

For  the  second  best  (open  culture)   1  00 

On  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  5th. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  any  named  variety  $  2  00 

For  the  second  best  ten  specimens  of  any  named  variety   1  00 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Beurre  Giffard   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  named  variety   1  00 

On  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  12th, 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  Early  Sweet  Bough   .$  1  00 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  Williams'  Early  Red   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  Red  Astrachan   2  00  % 

For  the  second  best  ten  specimens  of  Red  Astrachan   1  00 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  Rostiezer   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  named  variety   1  00 
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On  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  19th. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  any  named  variety  $  1  00 

For  the  best  ten  of  any  other  named  variety   1  CO 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  any  named  variety   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  named  variety   1  00 

On  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  26th. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  any  named  variety  $  1  00 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  any  other  named  variety   1  00 

PEAKS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Clapp's  Favorite   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  any  other  named  variety   1  00 

PEACHES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Crawford's  Early   2  00 

VEGETABLES. 

For  the  best  twelve  Tomatoes   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

On  THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  2d. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  any  named  variety  $  2  00 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  any  other  named  variety   1  00 

PEAKS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Clapp's  Favorite   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Bartlett   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

PEACHES. 

For  the  best  dish  of  twelve  specimens   2  00 

For  the  second  best  ?   1  00 

On  THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  9th. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  Red  Astrachan  $  1  00 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  Early  Williams   1  CO 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  Early  Sweet  Bough   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  Duchess  of  Oldenburg   1  00 

2 
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PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Dearborn's  Seedling  $  1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Beurre  de  V  Assomption   1  00 

PEACHES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  a  named  variety   2  00 

For  the  second  best  twelve  specimens    1  00 

VEGETABLES. 

For  the  best  twelve  Tomatoes   2  00 

For  the  second  best  twelve  Tomatoes   1  00 

MELONS. 

For  the  best  two  Water   2  00 

For  the  second  best  two  Water   1  00 

For  the  best  Green  Flesh  (three  specimens)   2  00 

For  the  best  Yellow  Flesh  (three  specimens)   2  00 

On  THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  16th. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  Gravenstein  $  1  00 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  Porter   1  00 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Flemish  Beauty   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Souvenir  du  Congres   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Belle  Lucrative   1  00 

PEACHES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  any  named  variety   2  00 

For  the  second  best  twelve  specimens  of  any  named  variety. .  1  00 

On  THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  23d. 

APPLES. 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  Holden  Pippin  $  1  00 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  Maiden's  Blush   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  specimens  of  Washington  Strawberry   1  00 

PEARS. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Howell   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Paradis  d'  Automne   100 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Souvenir  du  Congres   1  00 

PEACHES. 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Cooledge   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Crawford   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  Stump  the  World   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  specimens  of  any  other  named  variety   1  00 


AUTUMNAL  EXHIBITION. 


The  Society  will  hold  its  Annual  Autumnal  Exhibition,  A.  D. 
1875,  in  its  own  Halls,  on  Front  street,  in  the  City  of  Worcester. 

The  Exhibition  will  commence  on  Tuesday,  September  28th,  at  6 
o'clock  P.  M.,  and  close  on  Friday,  October  1st,  at  9  o'clock  P.  M. 

Hgi*3  Exhibitors  are  notified  that  strict  conformity  to  the  Regulations 
and  Rules  will  be  expected  and  required,  for  their  own  benefit  as  well  as 
for  the  convenience  of  the  Officers  of  the  Society. 

HSI^  Particular  attention  is  called  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations  on  pp. 
11  and  12,  and  especially  to  Nos.  11  and  13,  respectively;  the  one  defining 
the  limit  of  time  for  entries  of  A^egetables,  and  the  other  requiring  lists 
of  all  entries  to  be  filed  with  the  Secretary. 

Amount  appropriated  for  Premiums  at  the  Exhibitions  in  1874, 
$1,200. 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS: 

1.  Articles  offered  for  premium  at  the  Autumnal  Exhibition  must 
be  in  the  Halls  and  entered  with  the  Secretary  before  six  (6)  o'clock  P. 
M.,  of  the  opening  days  of  the  Exhibition;  Provided,  that  all  entries  of 
Vegetables  for  the  Exhibition  must  be  made  with  the  Secretary  before 
the  25th  day  of  September. 

2.  Competition  for  premiums  is  open  to  all;  but  a  discount  of  one- 
third  of  the  amount  will  be  made  from  awards  to  persons  who  are  not 
members  of  the  Society;  and  it  is  strictly  required  that  all  specimens 
offered  for  premium  shall  have  been  grown  by  the  competitors,  within 
the  County  of  Worcester. 

3.  After  the  articles  are  arranged  they  will  be  under  the  exclusive 
charge  of  the  Committees,  and  not  even  the  owners  will  have  liberty  to 
remove  them,  until  the  Exhibition  is  closed,  when  they  will  be  delivered 
as  the  contributors  may  direct. 

4.  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  more  than  one  premium  for 
the  same  specimen,  and  no  article  for  which  a  premium  has  been  once 
awarded  can  receive  another  during  the  season. 
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5.  All  Fruits  offered  for  premium  must  be  composed  of  exactly  the 
number  or  quantity  of  specimens  named  in  the  Schedule,  the  several 
Committees  being  instructed  to  remove  all  excess  or  exclude  for  defi- 
ciency; each  variety  being  designated  by  name. 

6.  All  articles  offered  for  premiums  must  be  correctly  named.  Indefi- 
nite appellations,  such  as  "Pippin,"  "Sweeting,"  "Greening,"  etc.,  will 
not  be  considered  as  names. 

7.  No  Flowers,  Plants,  Fruits  or  Vegetables  will  be  entitled  to  a  pre- 
mium unless  they  possess  points  of  superiority;  and  the  Committees  are 
strictly  required  to  withhold  premiums  if,  in  their  opinion,  the  articles  ex- 
hibited do  not  merit  them. 

8.  Competitors  will  be  required  to  furnish  information  as  to  their  mode 
of  cultivation,  and  to  present  specimens  for  trial  and  examination  if  re- 
quested. 

9.  All  premiums  that  are  not  claimed  within  three  months  after  the 
Autumnal  Exhibition  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  Society. 

10.  The  awards  of  the  premiums  will  be  made  known  as  soon  as  the 
premium  cards  can  be  filled  out  and  placed  upon  the  tables. 

11.  Admission  to  the  Autumnal  Exhibition,  for  those  who  are  not 
members  of  the  Society,  25  cents;  children  under  sixteen  years  of  age, 
10  cents;  season  tickets,  50  cents. 

12.  At  the  close  of  the  Exhibition  the  Fruit,  Vegetables,  etc.,  belong- 
ing to  the  Society  will  be  sold,  and  all  specimens  which  are  not  claimed 
at  that  time  will  be  considered  as  given  to  the  Society,  and  will  be  sold 
for  its  benefit. 

13.  Contributors  will  be  required  to  furnish  the  Secretary  with  a  list  of 
their  articles,  specifying  the  precise  Class  in  which  they  would  compete. 

14.  "Downing's  Fruits  of  America,"  revised  edition,  will  guide  the 
Committees  in  their  decisions  upon  matters  at  issue. 

Special  Notice. — The  several  Committees  will  meet  at  7:30 
o'clock  P.  M.,  on  the  opening  evening  of  the  Exhibition,  to  make  their 
awards. 
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PREMIUMS. 


EXHIBITION. 

APPLES. 

Committee. — Wrn.  T.  Harlow,  Chairman,  James  F.  Allen,  O.  B.  Had- 
wen,  Samuel  H.  Colton,  Stephen  S.  Foster,  Samuel  A  Knox,  J.  K.  L. 
Pickford,  Sylvanus  Sears,  of  Worcester;  Cyrus  White,  Henry  Marble,  of 
Millbury;  Lewis  A.  Mayuard,  of  Shrewsbury;  and  Isaac  B.  Hartwell,  of 
Oxford. 

For  the  best  ten  Astrachan  (Red)  $  3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  Baldwin   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best.    1  00 

For  the  best  ten  Cogswell   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  Duchess  of  Oldenburg   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  Golden  Sweet   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 
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For  the  best  ten  Gravenstein  $  3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  Holden  Pippin   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  Hubbardston  Nonesuch   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  Leicester  Sweet   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  Lyscom   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  Maiden's  Blush   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  Mother   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  Northern  Spy   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  Peck's  Pleasant   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  Porter   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  Rhode  Island  Greening   3  00 

For  the  second  best  ,    2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  Roxbury  Russett   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   100 

For  the  best  ten  Sheppard's  Sweet   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   I  00 

For  the  best  ten  Sweet  Rough  (Early)   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 
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For  the  best  ten  Tallman's  Sweet  •   $  3  09 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  Twenty  Ounce   3  00 

For  the  second  best   '2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  Washington  Royal    3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  Washington  Strawberry   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  ten  Williams'  Early  Red   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 


GRAPES,  PEACHES,  &C. 

Committee. — William  H.  Earle,  Chairman;  Thomas  M.  Lamb,  W. 
W.  Cook,  Horatio  Phelps,  Thomas  A.  Dawson,  Frank  J.  Kinney,  Charles 
Goodwin,  of  Worcester;  Paul  Whitin,  George  Cruickshanks,  of  Whitins- 
ville;  F.  M.  Marble,  of  Grafton;  and  Joseph  C.  Lovell,  of  West  BoyUton. 

GRAPES. 

Under  Glass  — For  the  best  two  clusters  of  Black  Hamburg  $  5  00 


For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  other  named  Black  Grape   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  W  hite  Muscat   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  White  Frontignan   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  any  other  named  White   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  two  clusters  of  Grizzly  Frontignan   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

Oper  Air. — For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Concord   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Delaware   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Diana   3  00 
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For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Hartford  Prolific  $  3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Iona   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  3,  (Massasoit)              ...  3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  9,  (Lindley)   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  15,  (Agawam)   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Rogers  No.  19,  (Merrimac)   3  00 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Salem   3  00  f 

For  the  best  four  clusters  of  Worden   3  00 

PEACHES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  six  varieties,  not  less  than  ten  specimens 

each   8  00 

For  the  second  best   o  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 

For  the  best  three  varieties  of  twelve  specimens  each   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  best  one  variety  of  twelve  specimens   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

plums. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  four  named  varieties. .    . .  5  00 

For  the  second  best.   3  00 

For  the  best  three  varieties   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  single  plate   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

QUINCES. 

For  the  best  collection  of  not  less  than  three  varieties    5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Orange  Quinces   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  variety   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

CRAB  APPLES. 

For  the  best  display   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  dish  of'  twenty-four  specimens  of  any  named  variety.  2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 
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PEARS. 

Committee.  —  Henry  L.  Parker,  Chairman;  Henry  Phelps,  John  C. 
Newton,  James  Draper,  Alfred  Davis,  S.  Harrison  Knox,  of  Worcester  ; 
Newell  Wood,  of  Millbury  ;  and  William  H.  Johnson,  of  Nortliborough. 


CLASS  1.— 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Bose  $5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Clairgeau   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  d'Anjou   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Diel   3  <  0 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Hardy   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Langelier   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurre  Superfin   3  00 

For  the  second  best  .N   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Dix   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Doyenne  du  Cornice  5  00 

For  the  second  best    3  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Duchesse  d'Angouleme   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Durandeau   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Glou  Morceau   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Howeli   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Josephine  de  Malines   3  00 

For  the  second  best..    2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Lawrence   5  00 

For  the  second  best  '   3  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 
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For  the  best  twelve  Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Marie  Louise   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Mt.  Yernon    2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Onondaga   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Paradis  d'Automne   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Seckel   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Sheldon   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  St.  Ghislain   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  St.  Michel   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  St.  Michel  Archange   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Urbaniste   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Vicar  of  Winkfield   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Washington     3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Winter  Nelis   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

CLASS  2.   (New  Pears.) 

For  the  best  twelve  Beurrede  V  Assomption   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Souvenir  du  Congres   3  00 

For  the  second  best     1  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Brockworth  Park   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Duchesse  de  Bordeaux   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve.  Dr.  Keeder   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Helene  Gregoire   2  00 

For  the  b^st  twelve  Huyshe's  Prince  Onsort   2  00 
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For  the  best  twelve  Rutter   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Emile  d'  Heyst   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  St.  Crispin   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Doyenne  Hovey   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Souvenir  d'  Esperen   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Gen.  Todleben    2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Due  de  Bordeaux   2  00 


And  a  Special  Premium  of  Twenty  Dollars  ($20)  is  offered 
by  the  Secretary  for  the  best  collection  of  Fifteen  (15)  New  Vari- 
eties, twelve  specimens  each,  grown  anywhere  within  the  Com- 
monwealth. 


PLANTS,  FLOWERS,  &c. 

Committee. — Samuel  Flagg,  Chairman  ;  George  E.Francis,  James  L. 
Burbank,  Patrick  W.  Driscoll,  Clarendon  Harris,  David  S.  Messinger, 
Henry  Woodward,  Lyman  J.  Taft  and  Henry  L.  Shumway  of  Worcester, 
and  John  F.  Johnson  of  Leominster. 

[Rule  :    All  Pot-Plants  shall  have  been  grown  in  the  Pots  in  which 


they  are  exhibited.] 
ASTERS. — 

For  the  best  display  (one  stand)   $4  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 

For  the  fourth  best   1  00 

BASKET.— (Hanging)  — 

For  the  best,  grown  at  least  one  month  in  the  basket   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best  .'   1  00 

BOUQUETS.— (Hand)— 

For  the  best  pair   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

BOUQUETS  —(Parlor)— 

For  the  best  pair   4  00 
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For  the  second  best   2  CO 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

DAHLIAS. — 

For  the  best  twelve  named  varieties   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  CO 

DESIGN.— (Floral)— 

For  the  best  ,  . . .  '6  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

FLO  WEES.— (Cut.)    [Variety  and  arrangement  will  be  consid- 
ered as  well  as  rarity  and  quantity.] 
For  the  best  Collection,  and  best  kept  during  the  Exhibition, 

not  exceeding  three  stands   6  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

For  the  third  best   2  00 

For  the  best  Stand    3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  arranged  Basket  or  Dish   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

GLADIOLUS.— 

For  the  best  Collection,  named  or  unnamed  varieties   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

Class  1. 

For  the  best  fifteen  named  varieties   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3  00 

Class  2. 

For  the  best  ten  named  varieties   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  specimen  spike   1  00 

For  the  best  seedling   1  00 

PANSIES.— 

For  the  best  display   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

PINKS. — (Chixa.) — 

For  the  best  display   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 
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PETUNIAS.— 

For  the  best  Display   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

SWEET  PEAS. — 

For  the  best  display   2  00 

VERBENAS.— 

For  the  best  display   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  third  best   1  00 

For  the  best  display  of  seedlings   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

STOVE  AND  GREENHOUSE  PLANTS. 

PLANTS  WITH  ORNAMENTAL  FOLIAGE  — 

For  the  best  twelve  $20  00 

For  the  second  best   12  00 

For  the  best  six   10  00 

For  the  second  best   5  00 

For  the  best  single   3  00 

For  the  second  best  ' .  1  00 

PLANTS  IN  BLOOM.— 

For  the  best  four   10  00 

For  the  second  best   5  00 

For  the  best  single   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

RARE  AND  NEW  PLANTS  — 

For  the  best  collection  :   10  00 

For  the  second  best   5  00 

FERNS  AND  LYCOPODS.— 

For  the  best  collection   10  00 

For  the  second  best   5  CO 

PARLOR  PLANTS  IN  POTS  —(From  Amateurs.) — 

For  the  best  collection,  not  exceeding  twelve  varieties   6  00 

For  the  second  best   4  00 

For  the  best  single  Plant   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 
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FERNERY  OR  WARD  IAN  CASE,  from  any  source 

For  the  best  

For  the  second  best  

For  the  third  best  


VEGETABLES. 

ggf^  All  entries  in  this  Department  must  be  made  with  the  Secretary 
before  the  25th  day  of  September.  And  all  Vegetables  exhibited  for  pre- 
miums must  be  in  the  Hall  of  Ceres  by  6  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  Tuesday,  the 
twenty-eighth  (28th)  day  of  September. 

Committee. — Alexander  Marsh,  Chairman  ;  Thomas  R.  Norcross,  J. 
D.  Lovell,  O.  L.  Hatch,  Rut'us  Carter,  Daniel  Bemis,  Charles  Belcher, 
and  William  H.  Hackett,  of  Worcester. 

BEANS. — 

For  the  best  four  varieties  * . . $  1  00 

BEETS.— 

For  the  best  six  Long  Blood . . 
For  the  best  six  Early  Bassano 

For  the  best  six  Egyptian  

For  the  best  six  Sugar  

For  the  best  six  Turnip  

CABBAGES  — 


For  the  best  two  Large  Flat  Brunswick   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   2  00 

For  the  best  two  Drumhead   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen  Drumhead,  weight  not  less 

than  30  lbs   1  00 

For  the  best  two  Drumhead  Savoy   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   2  00 

For  the  best  two  Early  Sweinfurth   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   2  00 

For  the  best  two  Red   2  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   1  00 


6  00 
4  00 
2  00 


2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
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For  the  best  two  Savoy   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   2  00 

CAEROTS. — 

For  the  best  six  Early  Horn  or  Short  Scarlet   2  00 

For  the  best  six  Long  Orange   2  00 

For  the  best  six  Red   2  00 

For  the  best  six  White   2  00 

CAULIFLOWERS. — 

For  the  best  three  specimens   3  00 

For  the  best  single  specimen   1  00 

CELERY  — 

For  the  best  six  roots   4  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

CORN. — 

For  the  best  collection  of  Sweet,  not  less  than  five  named  va- 
rieties   5  00 

For  the  second  best   3(0 

For  the  best  six  ears  of  Sweet   2  0C 

For  the  second  best    1  00 

For  the  best  Yellow  or  Field,  of  twenty  ears  traced   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

CRANBERRIES. — 

For  the  best  peck   100 

CUCUMBERS. — 

For  the  best  half  peck  for  pickling   2  00 

EGG  PLANT. — 

For  the  best  three  specimens   1  00 

HORSE  RADISH. — 

For  the  best  six  roots   1  00 

MELONS.— 

For  the  best  two  Water   3  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

For  the  best  Green  Flesh,  three  specimens   2  00 

For  the  best  Yellow  Flesh,  three  specimens   2  00 

ONIONS.— 

For  the  best  four  varieties,  a  half  peck  of  each   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 
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For  the  best  half  peck  of  Ked   1  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  Silver  Skin   1  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  White  Portugal   2  00 

For  the  best  half  peck  of  Yellow  Danvers   2  00 

PARSNEPS.— 

For  the  best  six  Guernsey   2  00 

For  the  best  six  Hollow  Crown  »  . .  2  00 

For  the  best  six  Student   2  00 

For  the  best  six  Short   2  00 

POTATOES. — 

For  the  best  five  named  varieties,  half  a  peck  of  each   12  f  0 

For  the  second  best   8  00 

For  the  third  best   4  00 

TUMPKINS.— 

For  the  best  three,  weight  not  less  than  20  lbs.  each   2  00 

For  the  second  best   1  00 

PEPPERS  — 

For  the  best  half  peck   1  00 

SALSIFY. — 

For  the  best  six  specimens   1  00 

SQUASHES. — 

For  the  best  three  pure  Crookneck   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Canada  Crookneck   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Hubbard   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Mammoth   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Marblehead  '   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Marrow   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Turban   2  00 

For  the  best  three  pure  Yokohama   2  00 

TOMATOES  — 

For  the  best  Boston  Market   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Lester   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Tilden   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Trophy   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  of  any  other  named  variety   2  00 

TURNIPS  — 

For  the  best  six  English  or  Flat,  white  or  yellow   2  00 

For  the  best  six  White  Swedes   2  00 

For  the  best  twelve  Yellow  Swedes   2  00 
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A.  D.,  1875- M AltOH  16. 


SPECIAL  EXHIBITION  OF  CHINESE  AND  OTHER  PRIMROSES,  CYCLAMENS, 
HYACINTHS,  AND  OTHER  SPRING-BLOOMING  PLANTS. 


PLANTS  IK  BLOOM  — 

For  the  best  general  display   $5  00 

For  the  second  best  general  display.    3  00 

PKIMROSES  — 

For  the  best  six  in  bloom   3  00 

For  the  second  best   2  00 

For  the  best  single  plant   2  CO 

For  the  second  best  single  plant   1  00 

CYCLAMENS. — 

For  the  best  six  in  bloom   3  00 

For  the  second  best  six  in  bloom   2  00 

For  the  best  single  plant   2  00 

For  the  second  best  single  plant   1  00 
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